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Zerox in Cordura with GQ SAC and Fury main.

SERVICE FROM‘A’TO *D'
Nineteen years in our sport has 

provided TSE with a wealth of experience 
in the development and manufacture of 
parachute equipment...an enthusiasm 
and commitment producing THE complete 
service. A service second to none. This in 
turn means that you can be confident in the 
knowledgethatwithTSEyou are using the 
best available, from that initial PLFthrough 
to SCR and beyond...

Staff qualifications are more than 
impressive. 4 FAA Master Riggers (4 BPA 
Acrv. Rigger/Examiners), with a collective 
total of over 6000 jumps oversee all 
aspects of the production, maintenance 
and repair operation at the loft. Every care 
is taken to ensure that each rig from TSE 
meets the highest possible standards, from 
basic S/Lto the most advanced assemblies 
on today's market.

Mr. Walter Gubbins I.F.C. in this seasons 'Thomas 
Tropical Kit’ gets his knees together and boogies 
through South American skies. The large, furry rodent 
sleeping under his hat was a gift from a grateful Brazilian 
2 Way Sequential Team.

Suit by Symbiosis • Make-up by Mandy • Photo by Leo

QUALITY AND RELIABILITY YOU 
CAN TRUST

It should come as no surprise to find 
out that we have supplied student freefall 
rigs (including AFFkit developed by TSE 
for use in this country), to the majority of 
British clubs. Of the largest military and 
civilian centres, APA at Netheravon, 
RAFSPA at Weston, Slipstream 
Adventures, Headcorn P.C. and 
Peterborough P.C., all use equipment from 
TSE for advanced students. If you've just 
come through the Cat system, the chances 
are that TSE were helping you progress.

And it doesn’t stop there...
At the top of the range, the TSE 

CHASER still maintains its position as the 
best-selling state of the art rig in the U.K., 
with over 1500 now in the possession of 
some of the country’s finest skydivers.

FOLLOW THE LEADERS
The British 8 way team doesn't 

make decisions lightly concerning new 
equipment. Nor do the Royal Marines. 
Their decision is made based upon sound 
knowledge and experience. TSE were 
pleased to supply them with all their 
requirements.

Leather Chaser with Firelite Reserve and Maverick Main

THE FIGURES
Whilst our quality will never be 

sacrificed for bargain-basement prices, 
take a look at our list in this issue and you’ 11 
see just how competitive it is. GENUINE 
affiliation with major U.S. manufacturers 
together with comprehensive currency 
handling facilities, enable smooth, cost 
effective transactions to be made on either 
side of the Atlantic.

No matter if it’s a purchase, repack or 
repair, TSE will come through with service, 
quality and a keen price...fast.

Give Chris or Derek a call on 
0262678299 Fax 0262 602063

or write/drop in for details 
and information packs

THOMAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT • PINFOLD LANE ■ BRIDLINGTON • N. HUMBERSIDE • Y016 5XS

Sports 
Equipment



if you're CatOT or above, can competently present Skydiving 
as a sport and for a change would like to earn money from 
talking about it, ring us now.
We are interested in hearing from people who have a few hours 
to spare on weekday evenings and 
live in the following areas:
London, Home Counties .Midlands,
Bristol, Oxford, Anglia, Scotland.
Sky Launch is a youna promotions 
company run by skyclivers. If .you 
u&nt more money for jumps in 

ring: Chris Bond or Caroline 
Bonfield on Low2)
Sky Launch, ihe Red and White Hoose,
US HiahStreet, BerKhamsted.
H e r t s ,  HP4  2 .D J .

A D V E R T I S I N G -
I N  • A C T  I O N

25 Hook Cottage. Hook. Swindon. Wiltshire. SN4 8EA (U.K.)
Tel: (0793) 854301
Phone orders and use Credit Cards Ansaphone

^D E A L E R  ENQUIRIESONALLPROmCTSARE W E LC O M E ^
rH E3 \ a/a’
:  A D C  \A/CI

To
3 0

Q u a r t z

o > D̂esign

" O  Date o  No Date 

o  Pink o  Blue 
o  Black O  White

o  Date o  No Date 

o  Pink o  Blue 
o  Black o  White

N am e...........................................................................................Tel No..

A d d re ss ........................................................................................................
..................................................................................................... Postcode .

I enclose a cheque or please debit my
Access/Visa Account No...............................................................................
Card Expiry Date Signature

O  QUANTITY without Date at £14.50 _  
O QUANTITY with Date at £17.45 _  

GOODS TOTAL £ _
Postage & Packing £1.25 UK £2.50 Europe and BFPO £3.50 Outside Europe Postage & Packing £ _  

Have you ordered from SWARD SPORTS BEFORE YES/NO TOTAL £ £

*



CuBtonf FittedJumpsuits andLeisurewear
123 Wingfield, Orton Goldhay, Peterborough PE2 OTJ

Tel: (0733)239052
Phone orders and use Credit Cards Ansaphone

MasterCard.

A 7DEALER ENQUIRIES ON ALL PRODUCTS ARE WELCOME

Thin Air Jumpsuits and Leisurewear has built a sound reputation over the past few years. We are now concentrating 
solely on Jumpsuit and Leisurewear production with our proven range and new lines.

We have created a dealer structure and welcome enquiries. 
At the same time we will continue to concentrate on 
individual orders and promise a fast turnaround.
•  JUMPSUITS.... all custom built to your requirements.

All prices include Grips, Trim and VAT. P&P extra.
•  SEQUENTIAL SUIT,

A fast fall and durable Polycotton suit £87.50
•  RELATIVE WORK SUIT, just as the Sequential but made for the
heavier jumper £87.50
•  LIGHTENING SUIT, Ultralightweight team sequential suit, made
from Ripstop, Spandex and Polycotton. Turbo boosts for leg lift and 
additional grips available at extra cost. £97.75
•  STYLACC SUIT, built for style and accuracy. £95.00
•  JUMPM ASTER SUIT, Hard wearing Polycotton with Knee Pads,
Pen Holder, Wipeable board on thigh, Chinagraph pencil and Jack 
Knife. £87.50
•  CAMERA SUIT, Polycotton with Belled legs, Heavy duty Swoop
cords, elasticated waistband with room for video recorder, internal 
‘battery’ pockets and triple slider on the zip allowing easy access to 
controls. £110.00
•  STUDENT SUITS, Polycotton with knee pads, pocket and
cuffed wrists. Available in S, M, L & XL £34.50

0  LEISUREWEAR. We have a full range of leisure wear available 
from stock or custom.
•  ONE PIECE WARMSUIT. Custom made, Thinsulate layer 
between Ripstop outer and breathable inner linings,
with pockets very warm ! £94.50
•  RIPSTOP WINDCHEATER, single layer with pocket £19.95
•  RIPSTOP REVERSIBLE JACKET, two designs in one £24.99
•  THINSULATE THERMAL JACKET, with pockets, £29.99
•  ARCTIC JACKET, Big outdoors, all weather jacket, HOT! £75.00
•  BOMBER JACKET, Ripstop outer layer with thermal padding
and lining. £34.50

Please complete the form for full details. Enquiries can be 
dealt with over the telephone on 0733 239052

Name
Address

Tel No.

Post Code
Please send me order forms for the following products^

British 
Parachute 

Schools

We can help you with your sport 
By TANDEM , A FF and WARP 
So when you plan your holiday. 
Come to LAN GAR for a stay!

Unrestricted
Altitude

OPEN EVERY DAY 
Visitors welcome

Static line courses, progression and WARP encouraged. 
AFF courses run by Dave Hickling and Dave Morris. 
A busy and progressive AFF school. 
Also Tandem jumps available.

MEETS
Easter Bunny Boogie 25/26 March 4 WAY LAC Meet 
May Day Weekend 29/30 April Accuracy Meet

Cessna 206 
BN Islander

Bunkhouse

Pit

Cafe

Bar

Camping
Area
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EDITORAL

As the fourth person writing the Editorial in the last 18 months, you could 
be forgiven i f  you thought that the post has all the perm anence o f  a losing 
football teams manager. Well, as you all know  the position o f  Editor, like that 
o f  Council members, is voluntary. Carol Saunders, the previous incumbent, 
has volunteered not to continue, so that's why I'm doing it for the next two 
issues.

This o f  course means that the post o f  Editor o f  Sport Parachutist is once 
again up for grabs. On hearing this news there will, no doubt, be hordes o f  
eager aspirants cam ped outside BPA HQ, anxious to press their claim. I f  you  
have the urge to be that person, shout now  or forever hold  your peace.

Anyway, enough o f  these Editorial machinations, lets get on tobusinessas  
normal. Whilst all things in the Association's garden are far from rosy, 
everybody involved with the BPA can claim a partin a very satisfactory statis­
tic in 1988. Zero fatalities in the UK. O f course we could not expect any lurid 
tabloid headlines announcing this, just like you wouldn't expect to read "BR 
are p leased  to announce that no trains crashed today". The press don't 
operate like that. Out o f  line incidents are headlines, normality is just a boring 
statistic. All I  can say is, let's all m ake sure we get seriously boring again in 
1989.

Steve Eversfield.
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DZ INFORMATION COLUMN
by Amanda Kenny

As Club Representative on the 1989 Council I intend to 
write a column for the magazine highlighting a couple of 
Drop Zones or so each time, giving some background 
information to that already provided in short form at the 
beginning of the magazine.
My intention is to write an impartial and factual column 
giving some insight into w hat is currently available in the 
skydiving scene in the UK. I hope it will prove of interest 
to those jumpers who are considering venturing further 
afield, be it for a weekends change or holiday or whatever, 
to broaden their experience and knowledge and also of 
interest to visiting skydivers from overseas.

It is not intended to be any form of guide or advertise­
ment, merely an attempt to provide some useful infor­
mation and tips with regard to jump prices, facilities, 
types of instruction available, directions to the DZ, where 
to go if you arrive in the middle of the evening etc. There 
will be no particular order to the Drop Zones reported on, 
it will be basically a case of wherever I get to in the course 
of the year for competitions, events etc., but I do intend to 
cover all DZs in due course.

As I have been somewhat incapacitated recently I am 
too late for more space in this issue but this will run as a 
regular feature from the next magazine onwards, by 
which time the magazine will be under new editorship.

If you have any issues or ideas you wish to raise at any 
time, let me know when you see me around - that is the 
idea of having a Club Representative.

STYLE SCHOOL
Embryonic Style jumpers may be interested in a Style 
training camp being run at the Gananoque DZ in Ontario, 
Canada. John McCarthy, long time Canadian National 
team member, is running a training camp during the first 
two weeks of May.
The camp will cover all aspects of the discipline and is 
open to established competitors as well as novices (100 
jump, C licence minimum). There is no fee to attend, and 
all jumps will be recorded on video.
A discount on jump fees is available to all those who pre­
register.
For further information contact:
John D. McCarthy
Cananoque Sport Parachuting Centre 
P.O. Box 147 
Gananoque, Ontario 
K7G 2TZ
Phone: 613 381-5114

BP A staff (l-r) Sue Allen, Mandy O'Gorman, Angela Middleton and 
Trudi Kemp displaying their earring collection at the Annual Dinner/Dance.

Mai

I ' m  C l E A K iMG o f f /
P o m 't  U A M A & 6  M Y  M A ia J ,

W h ile  Y o u 'r e  5 la s h im G t A room tj 
\aJ ' t h  T h o s e  KVOin/ e ’S o f  Y o o r s .

Keep your eyes peeled for a forth­
coming edition of channel 4's excel­
lent American comedy show, 
'Cheers'. One particular episode 
has Sam, Woody, Norm and Cliff 
doing a jump. Skydiving Sam is 
played by a man more used to 
being on the other side of the cam­
era, Norm Kent.
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So confident are we that 1989 promises better weather than ’88 that we are supplying a range of 'super 
cool' SUNGLASSES to cope with the glare that is sure to strike British DZ’s over the summer.
There are four skydiving designs printed on the mirror glass (it does not impair your vision). The 
designs are: Freestyle, Canopies, Exit and Blue Skies, Black Death.
In the event that the forecast is for a bleak outlook We suggest you take them to the overseas boogies! 

We are also pleased to be stocking the best range of photographic books ever produced on our 
colourful sport. Skies Call sells at £12.50 per edition but we have a couple of special introductory 
offers (see below).

Standard Colours in stock: BLACK, RED, NAVY, ROYAL, PINK, GREEN, YELLOW, BURGUNDY, SILVER. Where asked, 
please state the main colour only, all items come with suitable, complementary trim.
DEALER ENQUIRIES ON ALL PRODUCTS ARE WELCOME

□  A ero n au t A ltim eter, □  Black □  Red □  Pink □  Metallic Blue □  W h ite .....  £49.95
□  A ltim as te r I I .........................................................................................................  £107.95
□  A ltim as te r I I I ........................................................................................................  £107.95
□  A ltim ete r b y  P a ra c h u te s  D e F rance , inc. Wrist M o u n t............................... £65.00
Li A ltim as te r II ‘U’ Brackets attachm ent to chest p a d ................................(pair) £2.95
□  A ltim ete r C h es t M ount, C o lo u r............................................................................ £3.95
□  A ltim as te r  W rist M ount fo r □  II  □  III .............................................................  £5.95
□  Book, F ilm ing  th e  Im possib le , Leo Dickinson inc Skyd iv ing.......................  £7.95
□  Book, ‘Com plete Guide to Sport Parachuting’ ...................................................  £12.50
U Book, ‘P ic tu re  L ib rary , Skydiving’ colour photos and text ..........................  £5.25
□  Book, S kies C all, large size, full colour photographs □  I □  II □  I I I ............  £12.50

□  II and  I I I ..................................................................................................................  £22.95
□  Books I, II, III ......................................................................................................... £30.00

□  C a m e ra  m ount, for any Video and/or stills includes basic s ig h t.................  £58.00
□  C a m e ra  D an ish  N ew ton R in g s ig h t................................................................... £69.95
□  C a m e ra  m ount U n iversa l jo in t for ring s ig h t..................................................  £12.50
□  C a m e ra  Sight Stem an d  U niversal Joint, fixes sight to he lm et.................... £19.50
□  D ytte r, A udible W arning device, loud ve rs io n .............................................. £112.95
□  G loves, Unlined for Sum m er, all le a th e r ...........................................................  £15.95
□  G loves, Lined for W inter, all leather with cu ff .................................................  £16.95

□  XS(7) □ S (7 1/2) □  M(8) □  L(9) DXL(9l/2) DOS(10)
□  All Black □  Black/Navy □  Black/Red □  Black/Skyblue □  Off White

□  G oggles, Air Lens and Kroops see  o rder form below
□  H elm et, F rap p  Hat, lightweight, all leather, clip strap and Dytter mount ... £49.95

□  S D M  □  L colour choices □  Black □  Navy □  White
□  H e lm e t, P ro te c  □  S D M  □  L □  XL select size and co lo u r .......................  £24.95

□  Red □  Black □  Blue □  W hite □  Yellow □  Pink □  Purple □  Lightblue
□  H elm et, S pare  L iners  for Protec Helmet □  S D M  □  L .................................. £8.95
□  Jew e le ry , Silver Parachute Earrings, □  Front View □  Side V iew ..................  £7.00
□  Jew e le ry , Silver Parachute Pendant, □  Front View □  Side V ie w ..................  £5.00
□  Jew e le ry , Colourful Pin Badges, □  Square Side View □  Square Front View

□  F ree  Faller □  Tandem  □  DC 3 B rooch ..............................................................  £5.00
□  K nife, Ja ck  twin blades, eight inches long .........................................................  £7.75
□  K nife, Ja ck  twin blades, eight inches long, plus spare b la d e s .......................  £9.00

□  K nife, Jack  P ouch, C o lou r......................................................................................  £2.50
□  K nife, Zak w ith  C hest M ount P ouch, C o lo u r ...................................................  £4.99
□  Log Book Holder, B asic , for book, stamps, docum ents and p e n ...................  £6.99

Colour ......................................................................................................................
□  Log Book H older De Luxe, p ad d e d  with m ore p o c k e ts ...............................  £11.99

Colour ......................................................................................................................
□  Log Book, Lots m ore information including dive sh ee ts . international.........  £4.99

contacts and  much more. Tick colour and format options
□  G rey/Red □  Blue/Yellow □  Pink/Purple
□  2 jum ps/page □  up to 6 jum ps/page

□  P a ck in g  M at with pocket and  kneeling pad, Colour .......................................  £8.95
□  P ost C ards, set of nine high quality Wally Gubbins c a rd s ...............................  £3.99
□  P o ste rs  3ft x  2ft □  5 m an star with sm oke □  24 man CRW stack

□  Build up of 126 w a y ................................................................................................. £2.99
□  R ig  Bags, 3 integeral pockets, shoulder straps and carry handle ................  £34.95

C o lo u rs .....................................................................................................................
□  S tam ps, Self inking □  RW □  CRW □  Blue □  Violet (tick choices) ............ £4.99
□  S unglasses, □  Exit □  F reestyle □  Canopy □  Blue Skies □  Black Death .. £9.99
□  W alle t, Parapack, fits in the Hip Pocket, zipped  and other p o c k e ts .............. £3.99

C o lo u r .....................................................□  RW Design □  Canopy Design
□  W allet, K ey H older for money, keys and  c a r d s ......... ....................................... £2.45

C o lo u r ..........................................................□  RW Design □  Canopy Design
□  W allet, W rist, w raps around wrist, tow elled with key and zip pockets,

velco fastening. C o lo u r................................ □  RW Design □  Canopy Design £2.45
□  W atch , Q uartz, Swatch type, w ater resistant, sw eep second h a n d ............. £14.50
□  W atch , As above with date feature, tick o p tio n s .............................................  £17.45

□  Altimeter design  □  ‘Skydive’ with picture design
□  Black □  W hite □  Pink □  Blue tick options 

■  VIDEOS nV H S  □  Beta
□  F rom  W ings Cam e F ligh t by  Norm K e n t.........................................................  £39.95
□  A ir  B ears, F reak  B ro thers C onven tion  & R ide A C lo u d ...........................  £34.95
□  W ally  G ubbins The M ovie ..................................................... Wally 1 ............. £29.20
□  T h e R ight W a l ly ...... .................................................................. Wally 2 ............. £29.20
□  T h e  W ally  S tu ff ...........................................................................Wally 3 .............  £29.20

GOGGLES DESCRIPTION LENS COLOURS TRIM COLOURS PRICE

ORDER FORM

KROOPS
KROOPS
KROOPS
KROOPS
KROOPS
AIR LENS

OVER EYEGLASSES

SIDE VENTED

□  RED □  BLUE □  BLACK □  SHOCKING PINK £7.50
□  CLEAR □  DARK
□  ROSE □  LIGHT BLUE

□  MIRRORED

U BROWN □  WHITE □  PASTEL PINK
□  YELLOW □  LT BLUE □  SHOCKING PINK
□  BLUE □  BLACK □  LAVENDER
□  GREEN □  RED □  ORANGE

Number boxes in order of colour preferred (i.e. 1,2,3)

£4.75

£5.25

SUPER SOFT DANISH GOGGLES PHONE FOR DETAILS from £8.25

25 Hook Cottage. Hook. Swindon. Wiltshire. 
SN48EA(U.K.) Tel:(0793)854301

001
All products guaranteed.

Post Packing & BFPO& Outside
Insurance UK Europe Europe
Orders up to £20.00 £1.50 £2.50 £4.50
Orders £20.01-£50.00 £2.00 £3.50 £7.50
Orders over £50.00 £3.00 £4.00 £10.00

Have you ordered from SWARD SPORTS BEFORE YES/NO

N am e........................................ .........................-........................................................................................  Home Tel N o...
Address.................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................... ................................................................................................ ................................  Postcode....
I enclose a cheque or please debit my
A ccess/Visa Account No.....................................................................................................................................................
Card Expiry D ate ............................................................................................... Signature............................ .................

A replacement Order Form will be sent with order.

GOODS £

P& P £

TOTAL £



BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
CLUBS AND CENTRES

bpa\
A1 SKYDIVING CENTRE
Operators o f "W illa rd " Otter, 20 place turbine 
w ith  unrestricted altitude to  12,000+ feet. Static Line 
AFF/Tandem & RAPs (Static line square) courses for 
beginners. WARP/Load Organisers and good vibes 
fo r experienced skydivers. The U.K.'s most 
progressive DZ invites YOU to  come and 
“ SKYDIVE WILLARD"!
A1 Skydiving Centre 
Rectory Farm, High Street,
Abbotsley, Huntingdon,
Cambs. PE19 4UE 
Tel: (076 77) 7065

BADMINTON PARACHUTE CLUB
Badminton, Avon.
Tel: 045 421 486
Contact: John Davies, New Villas,
Badminton, Avon.
Tel: 045 421 249/379

BLACK KNIGHTS 
PARACHUTE CENTRE
Week-end centre, firs t jum p SL courses, radios 
and aeroconicals. Tandem courses. SL and FF 
progression to  category 10. RW and CRW instruction. 
Cessna 105 (in flight door). SL and FF kit hire. 
Accuracy pit, canteen, washing and to ile t facilities. 
Camping and caravans on DZ. B & B local.
Contact: Bob Pariy 
Patty's Farm, Hilliam Lane,
Cockerham, Nr. Lancaster 
Tel: weekend 0524 791820 
Midweek 0510924 5560

BORDER PARACHUTE CENTRE
In beautiful Northum brian countryside. 207, full 
equipment, free hire, RW/CRW instruction,
Tandem. Visitors welcome, no membership fees. 
Centre has superb accommodation (booking 
essential). Bar, Restaurant, Entertainments.
Weekend and midweek (summer).
Border Parachute Centre 
Dunstanburgh House, Embleton 
Ainwick, Northumberland NE66 3XF 
Tel: 0665 76 588 or 433

BRITISH PARACHUTE SCHOOL
Open daily. First jum p courses and accelerated 
freefall courses +  progression courses. Training 
fo r progression jum ps and relative work always 
available. Cessna 206 and Islander Accuracy pit. 
Bunkhouse w ith  showers and Canteen and Bar on 
DZ. V isitors welcome.
British Parachute School 
The Control Tower, Langar Airfield 
Langar, Nottingham  
Tel: 0949 60878

BRITISH SKYSPORTS PARACENTRE
Open 7 days. 3 A ircraft. Accommdation. Free 
Camping, Bar, Canteen, RW and CRW Coaching. 
Experienced Equipment. Tandem rides and 
evaluation courses available. Progressing students 
very welcome.
British Skysports Paracentre 
Bridlington Aerodrome, Bridlington 
East Yorkshire 
Tel: 0262 677367

CORNWALL PARACHUTE CENTRE
Is about people enjoying themselves, safety, the 
finest equipment, good food and friend ly staff. C182, 
Video, Tandem, Static Line Square, WARP. 
Unresrticted altitude. A ll types o f accommodation 
available. Open Wednesday through Sundays.
Please contact Secretary Linda Ruth Grant.
Cornwall Parachute Centre 
Frans Ranch, Old Naval Airfield 
St. Merryn, Cornwall 
Tel: 0841 540691
DONCASTER PARACHUTE CLUB
The new skydiving centre of the north. Open Fri, Sat, 
Sun &  Bank Holidays - other weekdays by 
arrangement. 1st jum p static line courses, tandem 
jum ps, excellent student progression - WARP, RW, 
CRW and AFF instruction by com petent instructors. 
Radio helmets, AAD's, Accuracy Pit, student and 
experienced kit hire. Cafe, to ile t and shower 
facilities, accommodation, caravans and camping. 
Bar on airfield. C206 Cherokee 6 and Piper Lance. 
Competitve jum p prices, everyone welcome. 
Doncaster Parachute Club 
Doncaster Airfield 
Doncaster, South Yorks 
Tel: Weekends 0302 532922 
Tel: Midweek 0532 505600

I

DUNKESWELL INTERNATIONAL  
SKYDIVING CENTRE
Friendly fu ll tim e club w ith  basic courses and 
tandem jum ping available all year round. Student 
progression, RW and CRW instruction, accuracy pit. 
Student and ram air kit available. Overnight 
accommodation, B &  B nearby, canteen, bar and 
camping on DZ, Cessna 206. Non members 
welcome.
DISC, Dunkeswell Airfield 
Nr. Honiton, Devon 
Tel: 040 489 350

EAGLESCOTT PARACHUTE CENTRE
Open every weekend and also weekdays by 
arrangement. Friendly small club atmosphere w ith 
emphasis on safety. A ll students equipped w ith
A.A.D.s, Helmet radios and G.Q. Aeroconicals. RW, 
CRW, Style and Accuracy coaching. Pit on the way. 
Tents and Caravans on D.Z. Local B & B. If it is 
w indy - you can always go su rfing !
DaveTylcoat
Eaglescott Parachute Centre 
Burrington, Ashreigney 
N. Devon. EX18 7NG 
07693 404/0392 75222

EAST COAST PARACHUTE CENTRE
Single engine aircraft, tw in  when necessary. 
Student and advanced parachute kit hire. Style, 
accuracy and relative work instruction. Weekend 
courses (pre para tra ining available mid-week). Non 
members welcome.
East Coast Parachute Centre 
Oakington Airfield (Military)
Longstanton, Cambridge 
Contact address: W.P. Slattery 
8 Burns Crescent 
Chelmsford CM2 OTS 
Tel: 0245 268772

FIFE PARACHUTE CENTRE
Full tim e 9 to  dusk, from  Wednesday till Sunday. 
Caters fo r firs t jum ps, progression RW, CRW, 
tandem. Facilities include bar, canteen, one aircraft, 
camping facilities, B & B locally, numerous bad 
weather facilities nearby.
Fife Parachute Centre 
Muirhouses, Grange 
Errol, Perthshire 
Tel: 0821 2673

FLYING TIGERS 
SKYDIVING CENTRE
Beginners' courses, Ram air progression, Tandem, 
RW, CRW instruction. Restaurant, bar, camping 
available, accommodation nearby. Cessna 206 
always available. Open Friday through to  Sunday all 
year and other tim es by arrangement.
Flying Tigers Skydiving Centre 
Goodwood Airfield, Nr. Chichester 
West Sussex
Tel: Kevin Mcllwee 0243 780333

HALFPENNY GREEN SKYDIVING CENTRE
Friendly centre catering fo r progression.
RW, CRW instruction. First jum p courses, S/L 
square, Tandem and AAF. Two Islander aircraft. 
Cessna 180 (in flig h t door). Unrestricted altitude, 
accuracy pit, free bunk house w ith  showers. Food 
and bar on airfield. Camping available. Open 
weekends and by arrangement.
East access from  M idlands and motorways.
Halfpenny Green Skydiving Centre
The Airfield, Bobbington
Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands
Tel: 038 488 293

HEADCORN PARACHUTE CENTRE
Full tim e, 9 to dusk, very active midweek. A ll levels 
o f instruction/progression, AFF, RW, style, 
Accuracy. Experienced staff, 2 Islanders, video, 
team rates. Canteen, free accommodation. 
Everybody welcome.
Headcorn Parachute Club 
The Airfield, Headcorn, Kent 
Tel: 0622 890862

HEREFORD PARACHUTE CLUB
Beginners' courses w ith  fu ll progression. SL/FF 
Aeroconicals, AADs, Radios, RW/CRW coaching, 
tandem, fu ll kit hire, cutaway rig. V isitors (C licence 
plus) welcome. Canteen, bar, toilets, showers, 
accommodation, accuracy pit, 2 C206s. Closed 
Mondays.
Hereford Parachute Club 
Shobdon Airfield, Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire, HR6 9NR 
Tel: 056 881 551

IPSWICH PARACHUTE CENTRE
Open 6 days a week (closed Tuesdays). Islander and 
Cherokee V1 permanently available - Student, RW 
and CRW instruction by full tim e staff, accuracy pit, 
excellent rigging facility. Food, accommodation, 
camping and bar on drop zone.
Ipswich Parachute Centre 
Ipswich Airport, Nacton Road 
Ipswich, 1P3 9QF 
Tel: 0473 710044

LONDON PARACHUTE SCHOOL
Weekend club: beginners' courses and progression 
tra ining. Farmland DZ. B & B available locally. 
Aeroconicals. Radios, boots and helmets loaned 
free. A ll w elcom e at small but friendly club. Please 
telephone beforehand fo r weekdays activity. 
London Parachute School 
PO Box 30, Abingdon 
Oxon, OX141DX
Tel: Abingdon 0235 24725 (24 hrs)

LONDON SKYDIVING CENTRE
1st jum p courses. S/L, AFF, tandem. Full tim e 
centre. Skyvan and Cessnas. New clubhouse w ith 
showers, accommodation, canteen, bar, kit hire, 
camping. Easily accessible from  London and the 
Midlands, close M1 (J13 14)
The London Skydiving Centre 
Cranfield Airport, Cranfield 
Bedford, MK43 OAP 
Tel: 0234 751866

M IDLAND PARACHUTE CENTRE
Skydive MPC. Great weekend club. Islander, free kit 
hire, video and tandem plus S/L and 
progression/RW jum ping. Bunkhouse and 
showers, bar and cafe on airfield. All welcome. 
Cheapest jum p  prices in the Country.
Midland Parachute Centre 
Long Marston Airfield 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Warks 
Tel: 0789 297959

NORTHERN PARACHUTE CENTRE
(Leeds Bradford/Merlin)
Open every weekend. Islander, accuracy pit, 
clubhouse, cafe on camp. Friendly atmosphere, 
non members made very welcome. CRW/RW 
instruction, air video available. B & B and free 
camping o ff camp.
Northern Parachute Centre
Topcliffe Airfield, Nr. Thirsk
Tel: 0748 832521 ext. 5367
Contact: S. Thompson, 4 Manfield Terrace
Carlton Miniott, Thirsk. Y07 4NE
Tel: 0845 24713

6



NORTH WEST 
PARACHUTE CENTRE
Situated in fabulous Lakeland Scenery. Open 
weekends and Bank Holidays. Student progression, 
RW,CRW,BN Islander, kit hire, accuracy pit, 
canteen, toilets, shower. Bunkhouse and camping 
on the airfield.
North West Parachute Centre 
Cark Airfield, Flookburgh 
Nr. Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria 
Tel: Weekends 044853 672/555 
Tel: Weekdays 0772 720848

OXON & NORTHANTS 
PARACHUTE CENTRE
Situated o ff A422 between Banbury and Brackley. 
Open every weekend, midweek evenings during
B.S.T. months. Beginners S/L courses, radios, 
freefall progression, kit hire. Cessna 180 (in flight 
door) always available. Friendly atmosphere, visitors 
very welcome, no membership fee.
Oxon &  Northants Parachute Centre
Hinton-in-the-Hedges Airfield, Steane
Nr. Brackley, Northants
Contact: Mike Bolton, 85 Oak Park Road
Wordsley, Stourbridge
W. Midlands. DY8 5YJ
Tel: 0284 393373
PETERBOROUGH 
PARACHUTE CENTRE
Full tim e centre. Shorts Skyvan, RW instruction. 
Ground to A ir and A ir to  A ir Video, unrestricted 
altitude, accommodation, free camping, bar, food, 
AFF, tandem. Eighteen years unrivalled experience. 
Peterborough Parachute Centre 
Sibson Airfield, Wansford 
Peterborough 
Tel: Elton 08324 490

RN & RM SPA
S/L progression, freefall progression AFF,accuracy 
pit, CRW. Training by Europe's most experienced 
and successful jum pers, a ir to  a ir video, kit hire 
(round and square), Cessna 182 (in flight door). Bar, 
canteen, free showers, camping.
RN & RM SPA
Dunkeswell Airfield, Dunkeswell
Honiton, Devon
Tel: Luppitt 040 489 697

SCOTTISH SPORT PARACHUTE 
ASSOCIATION
Organisers o f The Scottish Nationals. All visitors 
assured o f a warm  Scottish welcome.
Richard Buchan 
Lynemore, Madderty 
Crieff, Perthshire. PH7 3NY 
Tel: 0764 83 255

SCOTTISH PARACHUTE CLUB
Open weekends and most public holidays. C206, 
all types o f tra ining, best o f facilities including:
Fan Trainer, Gravel Pit, 2 Training/Lecture rooms. 
A ir to  A ir video. Electronic Pad, Canteen, lounge 
Area, Packing Table.
Scottish Parachute Club 
Strathallan Airfield 
Auchterada, Perthshire. PH3 1LA 
Tel: 0764 62572 weekends
SLIPSTREAM ADVENTURES
W ith 4 fu lltim e AFF instructors and 6 AFF rigs 
at our disposal. Slipstream offers you outstanding 
instruction. We operate fu ll tim e w ith  the use o f all 
Headcorn's facilities. We also offer RW/AFF Courses 
at Avignon in the South of France.
Slipstream Adventures 
The Airfield, Headcorn 
Kent. TN27 9HX 
Tel:0622 890641/890862

SOUTH WEST SKYDIVING CLUB
It may be small, but it's  friendly. A weekend club in a 
popular holiday area. Some sum mer weekday 
evenings. S tudent S/L and F/F, progression jumpers 
welcome. RW and CRW. Free camping and 
caravanning on A/F. Bar and Cafe.
Cornwall Flying Club 
Cardingham, Rodmin 
Cornwall 
Tel: 020882 419
SWANSEA PARACHUTE CLUB
Everyone welcome. Open W ednesdays and 
weekends 08.30 to  last light. S/L Square courses. 
AADs, radios/AFF/WARP/air-to-air v ideoTandem  
licensed cafeteria/toilets/camping and caravans. 
C207, unrestricted altitude. Holiday area.
Swansea Parachute Club 
Swansea Airport, Fairwood Common 
Swansea, West Glamorgan.
Tel: 0792 296464

THE SPORT PARACHUTE CENTRE
Young progressive centre, operated byskydivers for 
skydivers. Student and RW 
progression/AFF/Tandem/RAPS courses. Weekend 
and midweek evenings at present. Full-time soon. 
Cherokee 6 A/C, new club building unrestricted 
altitude. Canteen and accommodation available 
The Sport Parachute Centre 
Tilstock Airfield 
Whitchurch, Shropshire 
Tel: 0948 841111

ARMY PARACHUTE ASSOC.
The Commandant, JSPC
Airfield Camp, Netheravon
Salisbury, Wilts. SP4 9SF
Tel: Bulford Camp 09803 3381 ext:
Commandant 8245
Chief Instructor 8229
Staff 8277

THRUXTON PARACHUTE CLUB
Open weekend, everyone welcome. BN Islander 
and Cessna 206. SL and FF k it fo r hire RW and CRW 
instruction, gravel pit, packing tables. Rigging 
service. Food, camping, washing facilities, toilets. 
AFF and Tandem available.
Thruxton Parachute Club 
Thruxton Airfield, Andover 
Andover, Hants. SP11 8PW 
Tel: 0264 772124

RAFSPA
Weston-on-the-Green, Nr. Bicester, Oxon 
Tel: 086 989 343

THE RED DEVILS
Queen's Parade, Aldershot, Hants.
Tel: 0252 24431 ext. 4600/4699 
Contact: Red Devils, Browning Barracks 
Aldershot, Hants.

SILVER STARS PARA TEAM 
RCT PARACHUTE CLUB
Azimghur Barracks, Colerne 
Nr. Chippenham, Wilts. SN14 8QY 
Tel: 0225 743585/743240

Cessna 206 N ight jum ps 
Wild Geese Northern Ireland 
Contact: Dave Penny 
27 Drumiel Road,Aghadowey 
Coleraine, Co. Londonderry, N.I.
Tel: Head Office 0265 868669 
Tel: DZ 0265 58609

WILD GEESE SKYDIVING CENTRE
Open 6 days a week (closed Tuesdays). Northern 
Ireland Tourist Board Approved Accommodation 
42 beds - hot showers - fu ll meals. Camping 
welcome. Daily student courses-fu ll indoor training. 
Trainig to  Cat 10 RW and CRW instruction. Kit hire.

OVERSEAS 
CLUBS & CENTRES

CYPRUS COMBINED SERVICES JO INT SERVICES PARACHUTE
PARACHUTE CLUB(CCSPC) CENTRE, HONG KONG
CJSATC Pergamos Camp, BFPO 58 Borneo Lines, BFPO 1
Tel: from UK 0103574 530000 Tel: 0-483 7221
ext. 337/245 _  .  n .  %
Contact: Club CCI RAPA JSPC(L)

Bielefelderstr. Normandy, Kaserne
4791 Sennelager
Tel: 01049 5254 82 2378
JSPC (L), STC, Sennelager, BFPO 16

OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
AFFILIATED TO BPA

ACTION ENTERPRISE LIMITED
Now based permanently at Sibson A irfie ld : Skyvan 
Turbine Islander, Cessna, Rapid Progression 
Courses, Tandem Skydiving.
Sibson Airfield 
Wansford
Peterborough PE8 6NE 
Tel: 08324 677

POPS UK
Hon Treas/Sec Graham St Clair 
37 Fetti Place, Witney 
Oxfordshire 
Tel: 0993 704095

BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE  
ASSOCIATION
D. Gillett, 27 Villiers Road
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey. KT1 3AP

Hatfield Polytechnic 
University of Kent 
Leicester Polytechnic 
Newcastle University 
Portsmouth Polytechnic 
Queens University o f Belfast 
Sheffield C ity Polytechnic 
Southampton University 
Sussex University 
University of Ulster

If your club or centre is 
not featured on these 
pages, or if any of the 
information is incorrect, 
please contact the Editor 
immediately.
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SPORT PARACHUTIST I

"DIXON'S DIARY"
The start of a new year and my resolution is not to let the 

internecine bickering of our sport get me down - but to try 
and get across to all that our problems are not internal but 
'out there' where many and various large agencies are set 
to chip away at our ability to skydive unless we do some­
thing about it. By we I mean all of us, not just 'the BPA' 
(which is all of us) - but is used in a derogatory sense very 
often to mean - 'the office' - 'authority' - 'council' - 'the 
coaches' - or whatever the latest Aunt Sally is - whilst the 
beer flows freely.

W hen there are no drop zones left it will be irrelevant 
whether of not radio spots should be permitted or pull- 
outs for all. Some of the energy that goes into writing let­
ters to the mag could be put to good use writing letters to 
Members of Parliament. I will explain.....

On 16th October I attended a meeting at the Kent Glid­
ing Club, called by the British Gliding Association of all 
affected and interested parties to discuss the proposed 
extension of the London Terminal Control Area. The 
reason I was asked to attend was because Headcorn 
would come under this extension changing not only their 
height ceiling (down from 5,500 ft to 3,500 ft.) but also the 
rules by which they can currently gain entry to that con­
trolled airspace.

As a result of that meeting a campaign was initiated of 
letters to Members of Parliament for the Kent area - time 
was of the essence as a decision was due from the Minister 
of Transport before the end of the year.

I wrote to all BPA members living in the Kent area exp­
laining what was proposed and asking them to take just a 
little time, and write a letter. Thank you to all who 
bothered.

Meanwhile the gliding fraternity carried on their high 
profile campaign. As background information I quote part 
of the briefing letter sent to Miss A. Widdecombe MP for 
Maidstone, by C.J. Nicholas of the BGA.

"Increases in controlled airspace and consequent reductions in 
free airspace for ourselves and other users are based on several fac­
tors, but the most significant -  and the reason for emphasis at this 
time - is the introduction o f the London City Airport ("LCA"), 
and the attitude taken by the airlines ("LCA Operators") operat­
ing from there.

To summarise, the LCA Operators accepted when LCA was 
planned that they would have to share the uncontrolled airspace 
for their relatively small number o f flights with all other general 
traffic (including gliders), using "see and avoid" for maintaining 
safety. (The same is used for all regional airport operations with 
similar traffic levels.) No increase in controlled airspace was 
proposed, and no evidence from people who would object to such 
proposals was sought when planning permission was considered 
and granted.

As soon as they started operating, however, they complained 
that they had to have controlled airspace as though they were as 
important and intensive in activity as a major airport; they flew  
over and close to an active gliding club, at Challock, and reacted 
with surprise to the extent o f filing an airmiss report when they 
saw a glider being launched. They continued to fly  close to the 
same gliding club at times, even after the CAA Inquiry into their 
operations in December 1987/January 1988.

g g i .

The proposals to give them what they now want, regardless o f 
the cost to others, without the rigour o f a planning or other public 
inquiry, with no appeal procedure for anyone disadvantaged by 
it, and without any kind o f compensation, is in our view totally 
unjust and unjustified.

We believe that this situation should not have arisen in the first 
place. Better project management and proper funding o f Air 
Traffic Control equipment and manpower in the early 1980's 
should have been deployed. Together with adaption o f proce­
dures, and willingness on the part o f the Air Traffic controllers, 
the capacity o f London's controlled airspace should by now have 
been increased sufficiently to accommodate the LCA traffic. 
Inflicting deprivation on other air users instead is the easy way 
out now being taken."

The matter was referred back from the Ministry to the 
C.A.A. and on 9th December a letter was circulated from 
the National Air Traffic Services showing the proposed 
extension and stating that it would be implemented from 
3rd February (at the end of the consultation (!!) period). A 
futher meeting was called by the BGA at which it was 
decided that a meeting of the various 'Sporting aviation 
interests' would be arranged with the new Director of 
Control (Airspace Policy) of the National Air Traffic Ser­
vices, C.A.A.

Dave Parker has also been talking to both London Air 
Traffic Control and NATS to try and change the position. 
He has been promised a concession for Headcorn, in that 
every effort will be made to allow him to continue request­
ing permission to enter the controlled airspace on an 
opportunity basis; the purchase of a turbine aircraft has 
improved his chances of continuing to operate by spend­
ing the minimum time there.

To my mind the situation goes deeper - 1 am glad Head- 
com will still be able to operate albeit on a concessionary 
basis - but once lost, that slice of de-regulated air space will 
never return. If, for any reason, NATS decided that the 
concession for Headcom is un-workable then 3,500 max 
forever - and another parachute centre disappears.

Having successfully nibbled away at our bit of free air 
who believes it will/could not happen again, and again, 
and again, in the future - so we must fight it now. Here is 
where we draw the line - say, think again, there m ust be 
another solution that is not at the expense of light and 
recreational aviation.
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The Royal Aero Club are going in to bat for us, and 
Jim Crocker as our Chairman and representative at the 
Royal Aero Club will, as always, be working hard for the 
Association, for Headcom, for us all.

At the A.G.M. Charlie Shea-Simonds tried to warn us 
about the CAA's proposed changes to the classification of 
aircraft used for parachuting which has very serious and 
expensive implications for the sport as a whole. On behalf 
of the membership Charlie Shea-Simonds and John 
Meacock have taken up this fight.

At the same time the CAA, like all government agen­
cies, has been instructed to become cost effective and to 
'make money' - they have hinted at various proposals 
which would mean them charging for the 'work' they do 
for the BPA, and if this comes to fruition a 7% increase (as 
agreed this year) in the membership subscription will 
seem like peanuts. Again Tony Knight and Council are 
working hard to argue and change these proposals.

Those of you who have made it this far through the arti­
cle probably bothered to vote for your new Council (all 756 
of you!) and are not amongst the apathetic majority who 
seem to believe that they have a inalienable right to sky­
dive and that it is the responsibility of others to ensure 
things stay that way.

I was saddened and angered at the A.G.M. to hear com­
ments like -"I've never even met a Council Member" - 
"They should get round to the Clubs to meet us". Just 
maybe, if you want to meet a Council Member, you 
should make the effort to find out which club he/she 
jumps at and go meet them there. After all, they are 
already giving up two to three evenings a m onth on your 
behalf, not counting the extra time and effort outside of 
meetings trying to ensure you can still skydive.

I'll end this diatribe with a mis-quote: "Let no man ask 
what the Association can do for them, but what they can 
do for the Association." Utopia.

I  SPORT PARACHUTIST!

It is with deep regret that I inform our member­
ship of the untimely death, due to cancer, of Terry 
Jickells (B.P. A. 198) (D150) at the age of 54.

"Jick" to all who knew him joined the Royal Army 
Signal Corps in the mid-fifties and then the Royal 
Corps of Transport before passing selection to the 
22nd S. A.S. Regiment in 1958.

He became dedicated to parachuting in the fol­
lowing years, becoming an Advanced B.P.A. 
Instructor and member of the Regiment's H. A.L.O. 
(high altitude/low opening) programme. Together 
with other pioneering characters of our sport, such 
as Lieutenant Colonel Dare Wilson, Don Hughes, 
Pete "The Teeth" Sherman, Sherdi Vatensdale and 
"Robbo" Roberts, he was also part of the 
competition team which represented Great Britain 
at such events as the 1962 World Meet in Orange, 
Mass., and the Adriatic Cup in Yugoslavia in 1963.

He went on to assist in forming the weekend club 
at Shobdon Airfield in Herefordshire, operating a 
twin-winged De Havilland Rapide, and along with 
other members of the team provided (during the 
late 60's) encouragement and facilities for many 
local civilians, like myself, to become involved in 
the sport. He acted as Chief Instructor until such 
time as we could stand on our own two feet and so 
become what we are today - the longest continu­
ously operating civilian parachute club in Britain. A 
tribute, I'm sure to a true character who gave 
parachuting his all in the 22 years spent serving his 
country.

To his wife Pat, daughter Tracy, and twin sons 
Paul and Mark, I am sure that I convey the Associa­
tion's deepest sympathy.

S.A.S. Freefall Team John Boxall (D849)

each volume
plus C1.75to cover 
v total book order 
V . postage

AFF JUMPS
Open Nov. '88 to May '89

HIGH FLIGHT
Skydiving School, Inc.

Jumping 15 miles from Zephyrhills 
Telephone: JACK GREGORY (813) 788-5026 

4040 S. Gall Blvd., Zephyrhills, FL 34248, U.S.A.

SKIES CALL
three hard-bound 
full colour volumes 
featuring the best 
photography of 
international 
skydiv ing. .. 
it’s artistic, 
fantastic action, 
and fun.

[Send cheque 
Iwith order to
SKIES CALL 
1‘Vanhalla’ 
Wickhurst Rd 
ISevenoaks Weald 
Kent TN14 6LX
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I  SPORT PARACHUTIST!

REGIONAL i 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
f

1988 saw the first series of Regional Championships 
which met with mixed success. They had grown out of 
two different desires and motivations and part fulfilled 
one of them.

1. Steve Eversfield, then Chairman of Competitions 
Committee felt that there were insufficient 'serious' com­
petitions throughout the season either for competitors to 
test their skills or to encourage new blood into competi­
tion and therefore to challenge for places on he British 
Team.

2. Chris Gilmore as National Development Officer had 
a brief from the Sports Council incorporated in the BPA 
Development Plan to regionalise the sport and encourage 
greater participation in competition.

So the two came together and devised a series of Reg­
ional Competitions in the two primary disciplines, Accu­
racy and 4-way Relative Work. Before I get bricks thrown 
at me, I will say that these disciplines were chosen because 
they already had a popular competitive following (LAC, 
TRAC, meets). Once Style and CRW show a popular 
movement then it is possible to expand the regional series 
to include them. At the moment there are enough prob­
lems promoting Accuracy and Relative Work.

The series was two-fold: (a) A Grand Prix Series; a com- 
petitor/Team entering each round, accumulating points, 
and an overall winner emerging at the end: (b) A local, 
regional, competition running at the same time, and a 
Regional W inner being declared at each round - each indi­
vidual or team having to decide on a 'hom e' base or region 
at entry to the series.

Chris left at the start of the season and promotion of the 
Championships did not take place. Due to the enthusiasm 
of a small group of accuracy jumpers the accuracy series, 
in terms of the Grand Prix worked, and each round was 
moderately attended (except for the last!) and a good com­
petition resulted.

The Relative Work died half way through the year for 
lack of interest.

1989, a new year and a new series.
Simpler; only three events in each discipline (five last 

year): North Central and South. To qualify for the Overall 
Series Champion (Grand Prix winner) it is necessary for 
individuals or teams to enter all three competitions. Entry 
forms are available from the BPA Office and it will cost £25 
for the series/per person/per discipline.

On a regional basis - enter your area event and go for it. 
Entry will be fixed at a moderate rate and payable on the 
day to the host club.

To encourage competition and participation there is an 
intermediate class in each discipline and medals at each 
competition for the best intermediate team/individuals.

Intermediate Class - Relative Work
The Team shall consist of four jumpers: one alternate 

may be nominated. An alternate m ust be nominated at 
time of registration (for each competition/region). The 
jump total of three team members combined should not 
exceed 1,000 - no limit is applied to the 4th members. 
These criteria shall apply at the commencement of each 
round of the competition.
Only the following 12 Blocks and 12 Randoms will be used 
for the Intermediate Draw:

Blocks: 2, 3 4, 5, 6 ,12,13, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22.
Randoms: A, B, D, F, G, H, J, L, N, O, P, Q.

Intermediate Class - Accuracy 
Category VIII jum per with a minimum of 25 square 

jumps and under 200 jumps total. One member of an 
intermediate accuracy team (either 4 or 5) can be a 'senior' 
competitor - in fact it hoped there will be a senior, to 
coach, on each team. A competitor m ust qualify with the 
above criteria at the start of the first competition/round 
entered.
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BRITISH PARACHUTE 
ASSOCIATION 

1989 
REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

NORTH
Relative Work
Venuer Doncaster Parachute Club 

Doncaster Airfield 
Doncaster 
South Yorks 
April 29 - May 1

Relative Work
Venue: British Parachute Schools

Langar Airfield 
Langar 
Nottingham 
June 3-4

Relative Work
Venue: Cornwall Parachute Centre

Frans Ranch 
Old Naval Airfield 
St. Merryn 
Cornwall 
August 12-13

Accuracy
Venue:

CENTRAL
Accuracy
Venue:

SOUTH

North West Parachute Centre
Cark Airfield
Flookbugh
Nr. Grange over Sands 
Cumbria 
September 2-3

The London Skydiving Centre
Cranfield Airport
Cranfield
Bedford
April 22-23

Accuracy
Venue: Headcorn Parachute Club

Headcorn Airfield 
Headcorn 
Kent
May 20-21

ENTRY FOR THE SERIES IN EACH DISCIPLINE TO THE BPA
OFFICE BY 31st MARCH 1989 

£25 PER PERSON PER DISCIPLINE 
ENTRY IS POSSIBLE ‘ON THE DAY’ AT EACH DROP ZONE

MEDAL WINNING CATEGORIES
SERIES CHAMPION 

REGIONAL CHAMPION 
COMPETITION: EACH VENUE 1 st, 2nd, 3rd 

SENIOR & INTERMEDIATE



K I T  S T O E E L td

PURVEYORS OF THE FINEST PARACHUTING EQUIPMENT
The A irfie ld , Headcorn,Kent TN27 9HX 

@  Tel: 0622 890 967 Telex: 966127
NEED NEW GEAR ? OR LOOKING FOR ADVICE ON YOUR 

FIRST SET OF KIT ?
Then swoop down to Headcorn and find Rob Colpus or Sarah Brearley at the KIT STORE

We aim to help 
you select the 
k i t  thats right 
for you and 
your Bank 
balance.
Our advice is 
based on 16 yrs 
of experience, not only as 
Dealers, but as Jumpers, 
Instructors and 
Competitors.

WE ARE AGENTS FOR
PISA

GLIDEPATH
PD

NATIONAL 
PRECISION 

THOMAS SPORTS 
SUNSHINE FACTORY 

SYMBIOSIS SUITS 
and others

Were on a Major 
Drop Zone, so you 
can jump into our 
Turbine Islander 
and t ry  your new 
Kit straight away.

DID YOU KNOW ?
You could have a 

SWIFT Square Reserve 
for only £375 

and a custom 170 sq f t  
9 cell fo r jus t £520.

We have a large stock 
of Canopies, Rigs and 

accessories on our 
shelves at the "STORE"

Call or write for our Brochure and Stock List VISA



SPORT PARACHUTIST I

EXERCISE 
MARKET STAR TWO

Disney World Palm Beach, and Don Johnson. Were 
these to be the delights awaiting me on my trip to Florida? 
Thoughts of jumping out of a perfectly good DC3 at 
13000ft were put firmly at the back of my mind as I 
boarded an equally serviceable RAF VC10 at Brize Norton. 
It was only when I arrived at Zephryhills drop zone to the 
roar of a DC3 taking it's next load of skydivers to the air, 
and saw numerous gaily coloured canopies against a 
brilliant blue sky that I began to realise the true extent of 
what I had let myself in for.

As a member of the University of London Officer 
Training Corps I was lucky enough to be taking part in 
Exercise Market Star Two - an adventure training exercise 
which in addition to fulfilling the general aims of 
adventure training, aimed to teach three students to 
skydive via the accelerated free fall system, and build 
upon the skydiving skills already acquired by another 
three students.

Prior to this trip I had made only one static line jump, 
and the experience did very little to fire my enthusiasm for 
the sport. However, when I heard about the AFF course 
my attention was captured immediately - at leasdt 50 
seconds of free fall on the very first jump and the 
possibility of becoming qualified by the eight.

The inevitable first jump was delayed for a day or so by 
windy weather. Prayers for continued windy weather 
went unanswered and I found myself sandwiched 
between my 2 instructors and 40 other skydivers on the 
2nd load of the day. Not really knowing quite what to 
expect I made my way to the door quite willingly - confi­
dent that the instructors would be holding on to me from 
exit until the time I successfully pulled the ripcord. I 
remember very little more about my level one AFF jump 
other than the relief of seeing a red, white and blue canopy 
above my head and thinking, "I survived and can I go 
home now please?"

Realising what it was all about made the prospect of 
subsequent levels seem progressively more terrifying. I'm 
still convinced that I was dragged to the door and given a 
helping hand for a good num ber of my jumps. However 
once out of the door each jump was defiantly more 
exhilarating than the previous one. The excitement of 
flying alone, after being released by my instructors on 
level 3, was easily superseded by the fun of performing 
backdrops at level 6; and nothing matched the thrill of 
diving all alone on the level 7 jump.

Having now graduated (level 7 being the graduation 
jump) it was up to me to make several solo descents before 
being permitted to start relative work I waited until the 
sunset load before making my first solo descent
- reckoning that if it all went wrong it would be sure to "go 
in" as the sun went down!

More confident in my skydiving abilities, yet no less 
apprehensive about jumping, I progressed to relative 
work. Although I had enjoyed the peace and quiet of 
being alone at 13000 feet, relative work held particular 
appeal. There was a great sense of achievement in joining 
up with other sky divers in such an enormous expanse of 
sky whilst free falling at 120 mph!

With 20 or so jumps behind me, my fear of jumping 
gradually subsided. This was obvious to the other mem­
bers of the exercise by the fact that I no longer spent 2 
hours packing my rig in order to delay my next jump! As
I packed for the last time after my final jum p I found 
myself discussing the Easter skydiving exercise. I too had 
been bitten by the skydiving bug.

2Lt Chittenden, Wo/Cdt Todd, Ssgt Dyas, OCdt Faulkner and Wo/Cdt De Carvelho

(below).

Report by 2Lt Heidi Chittenden RAMC

POPS SPOT

After Belgium, Doncaster and Hong Kong 1988 will be a 
hard act to follow.

This year we play all our matches at home.
Langar will be our first Meet. It is several years since our 

last visit and those who attended will have memories of 
the Barbecue and Disco that went with the other activities.

They have an Islander and a bunk house, with camping 
allowed.

Be there May 6th and 7th.
On June 24th and 25th we return to Doncaster. John 

Hitchen must be stopped! So come on you keen types, the 
Doncaster Trophy is there for you to win, and you can 
enjoy the Doncaster hospitality at the same time.

We hope to be jumping from the Skyvan at 
Peterborough on August 12th and 13th. This Meet is too 
good to miss. Let's to for a new Pops record formation.

August Bank Holiday W eekend will see the Pat Keeley 
Round Canopy Meet at the Hereford Parachute Club DZ 
at Shobdon. We try to have a couple of Pops teams in 
contention at this one.

A recent look at the Pops register shows we have grown 
over the past ten years to some 440 members. Many are no 
longer jumping, but if you are still active, do try to make 
one or more of this year's get togethers. You will enjoy the 
company and you may even win a medal.

Our plans for the australian Meet in April 1990 are well 
advanced. If you like the idea of a three week round the 
world holiday, with stops in Singapore, Hawaii and 
Vancouver, and twelve days in Australia, contact me, my 
number is on the Club page, for further details.

In addition to attending the Meet in Australia, we hope 
to jump in both Hawaii and Canada.

Graham St. Clair Pops UK 16
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A.G.M

Dear Ed,
Having ju s t returned from the A G M  in 

Leicester I  am both encouraged and disap­
pointed by what I have seen and heard.

Firstly, having attended the AG M  m yself 
for the last three years (I have only been in 
the sport for 3'A) I noticed there were more 
people at the m eeting itself than in previous 
years with standing room only at the back 
and this despite the drop in num ber o f full 
members o f the BPA. This to m e does no t 
indicate the apathy among us that a lot o f 
people keep mentioning. We are all con­
cerned about protecting our sport.

There were several good points raised 
over the course o f the weekend that I  feel 
need discussing and sorting out before next 
years AG M  i f  we are to remain a credible 
organisation with a more professional 
attitude.

A t the instructors convention it was 
agreed that two hours on the Saturday 
m orning was hardly adequate and sugges­
tions were invited as to whether this m eet­
ing be held m id-week or on an alternative 
weekend to the AGM, bearing in m ind that 
instructors are divided almost evenly into  
full-time and w eekend only.

A  possible solution would be to alter the 
format o f the w eekend o f the AGM. It 
becomes too expensive and time consuming  
to split the two events and those wishing to 
attend both meetings would find it very dif­
ficult indeed. (Not everyone gets expenses). 
It would be reasonably practical to hold the 
instructors convention on the Friday after­
noon and evening, carrying over to Satur­
day morning i f  necessary thus giving more 
time for presentations and discussions. The 
AG M  would then take place as normal on 
Saturday afternoon with the dinner and 
dance on Saturday evening.

One topic that has been raised at every 
AGM, has been the lack o f votes cast for the 
council election. The inevitable question o f 
"why"? is asked and the inevitable answers 
o f "we don 't know  who we are voting for" 
(from the members) and, "nobody can be 
bothered, apathy" (from the Council) come 
back.

A s I already mentioned, attendance was 
up at the AG M  this year so I don 't think 
apathy can be blamed, therefore it m ust be 
because we don 't know  who these people 
are. Every year we are given a voting slip 
and a paragraph on each o f the nominees 
about a fortnight before the closing date for 
votes occurs. Could I suggest that this hap­
pens one magazine earlier so that i f  desired, 
the nominee can introduce him/herself 
briefly with their reasons for standing for 
Council in the next magazine. N o  M P ever 
won w ithout a little electioneering!

That m ay no t be very practical but after all 
we want to know  the personalities o f the 
people who are making decisions for us.

When the election results are announced 
at the A G M  could the successful candidates 
stand up at the front o f the hall for us to see 
(are they real people or cardboard cutouts).

Finally, this year after the AG M  in the bar 
on Saturday night I  saw  four members o f the 
new  Council. Where were the other four­
teen ?The membership cannot be blamed for 
this. It is a them and us situation and hardly 
surprising that we w on't know  w ho you are, 
what you  are thinking and planning on 
doing for us. It is m y  main reason for hold­
ing the dinner and dance on the Saturday 
night. Have a VIP table with Council m em ­
bers (wearing badges o f recognition) and 
their guests so that we, the lowly jumpers 
are in no doubt as to who you are. We then 
have an opportunity to talk to you (or not) 
on points made at the meeting. A  brief intro­
duction to the Chairmen o f the sub-commit- 
tees, the club representative, the treasurer 
etc. would also be helpful.

Progress and development within our 
sport are our prime concerns and this cannot 
happen w ithout communication. I  would  
welcome any feedback at all on the sugges­
tions I  have made, particularly from those 
council members I never have an opportun­
ity  to m eet or speak to and maybe by next 
year we can have an altogether more profes­
sional and more profitable weekend.

Katherine Andrewes 
D7134

Dear Editor,
A fter attending m y  first A G M  and then 

mulling over m y  impressions, I  would like 
to express a few  o f m y  own personal com­
ments.
1. It was good to see an active, i f  no t always 
constructive, debate involving a significant 
proportion o f the membership.
2. A long with the majority o f those present, 
I was persuaded by the lively discussion that 
a reduced Council o f twelve members m ight 
provide more effective leadership. H ow ­
ever, I  believe that m any o f  us are waiting to 
see whether the result is an im provem ent in 
the constructive democracy o f the organisa­
tion. I  hope we can regard it as an experi­
m en t to be evaluated later in the light o f  
experience. I  suspect that this was the feel­
ing o f the m eeting when we voted out the 
proposal for two-year tenure for Council 
members. Annual elections allow regular 
reassessment and the correction o f past m is­
takes.
It is a p ity  that we m ust wait a year for the 
experiment to start, but the meeting rightly 
felt that to rewrite the rules for the recent 
election at this stage would be morally, i f  not 
legally, fraudulent.
3. Personally, I  was disappointed by the nar­
row decision to remove Council minutes 
from the magazine. In the past, these 
m inutes have been m y  only way to assess 
the actions and m otives o f Council members 
and to decide whether I want to vote them in 
again. I  have always found that self-written 
election blurbs are singularly uninformative 
o f where the candidates' hearts really lie. 
With the new  smaller Council we, the m em ­
bers, have a better chance to control its 
balance. But to do that we m ust be properly 
informed o f what the candidates stand for. 
Otherwise voting will again feel like a waste 
o f time and the elections will continue to be 
poorly supported and unrepresentative o f 
the members views.

H ow  can we learn more about the candi­
dates w ho want our votes? Easily—read lists 
o f attendance records, commercial interests, 
and personal hobby-horses m ight help. A n d  
w hy no t send ou t the Council m inutes as a 
separate enclosure with the magazine?Does 
anyone have any more constructive ideas?
4. Charlie gave an interesting speech about 
his worries for the future o f aero-sports, 
with which I  had much sym pathy, but some 
o f us wondered what its relevance was to 
the proposals under debate. So, editor, can't 
you  prevail upon Charlie to do a piece for 
the mag telling the whole membership  
about his worries and what we can do to 
support him  in his defence o f our sports.
5. The m eeting was informed, in passing, o f 
a threatened rise in future prem ium s for 
members third-party insurance. M ay I  offer 
a wild suggestion ? Could no t the associa tion 
offer an insurance brokering service to its 
members, supplying policies for Life, Per­
sonal Accident, Permanent Health, and  
Equipm ent Loss cover? This service would  
give the association increased leverage with 
the insurance companies, provide a valu­
able service to its members, and enhance its 
own income.

Finally, I'd  like to say 'Hi' to all m y  mates 
at Badminton and to those o f us who have 
m oved on to learn the more advanced skills 
at larger clubs.

Peter Seymour Smith 
(C 8539)

Dear Editor,
WARNING!!
THE BPA IS ABOUT TO BE HIJACKED

A t this years AG M  three m otions were 
narrowly passed which seriously threaten 
you the jum ping  members. These motions 
were that:
1. The BPA Council be reduced from 18 to 12 
members.
2. The members serve a 2 year term o f office.
3. The m inutes o f the Council m eetings are 
no longer to appear in Sports Parachutist bu 
a synopsis instead.
The arguments p u t forward in support o f  
these motioned by various members o f the 
council (all with notable vested interests) 
were at best fallacious, at worst deliberately 
misleading.

For the first motion the suggestion was 
that 12 Council members w ould be more 
effective, reach 'better' decisions and some­
how  be more democratic, safer from  
takeover by 'unrepresentative' groups. The 
threat to Headcom from a lowering o f the 
uncontrolled airspace ceiling was thrown at 
the audience as a reason to support the 
motion. Emotive? Yes. N obody wants to see 
DZ's lose their altitude, but what has it got 
to do with the num ber o f people on the 
Council, nothing as far as I  can tell. In fact 
more members are likely to have more con­
tacts and be able to exert more pressure 
rather than less as was suggested.
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As to unwanted groups having undue  
influence because o f the ease o f election, this 
sounds like a junta justifying its existence.

"We can't let you  vote other people into  
pow er as they m ight no t be the right 
p e o p le "

One person even wen t as far as to say that 
some o f those elected onto Council 
shouldn't have been, as they were the 
'wrong sort'. When we hear this from the 
USSR, Argentina, Chile, Pakistan, etc. we 
condemn it and recognise it as malign, 
undemocratic and a sign o f people deter­
m ined to stay in pow er for their own ends, 
not those o f the people they purport to rep­
resent. It will no t stop, next year or the year 
after the same arguments will be used to ju s­
tify further reductions in the Council to the 
obvious end.

To consolidate this new  reduced Coun­
cils' pow er they are to sit for two year terms. 
The reasoning, firstly, continuity, but the 
same members usually sit for considerably 
more than two years anyway, and secondly, 
settling in time, I  don 't believe that the 
people standing for election are likely to be 
the type to be intimidated or shy  and need  
time to 'settle in'. This argument also seems 
to be the reverse o f that used for keeping  
those same people o ff the Council, those 
likely to have undue influence.

Finally ju s t in case you  w ant to find out 
what the new  Council is doing, the minutes 
are no longer to be published (unless you  
care to pay £10 to receive personal copies), 
and a synopsis to take their place in the 
magazine. This was p u t forward by the 
finance committee in order to make Sport 
Parachutist more saleable in the future. 
H aven't we had this before some years ago, 
when prices appeared in the magazine? It 
was dropped then as an economic nonstar­
ter. Then, the public's interest in parachut­
ing was higher i f  the first time student num ­
bers are significant. I  am inform ed that 
som ething in the region o f tw enty thousand 
copies would need to be sold at a reasonable 
price to break even. I  do no t believe that 
whoever proposed this motion has any 
intention o f marketing Sport Parachutist. 
Besides, w ho is the magazine for, the public 
or jumpers? More likely I think the new  
more efficient, decisive Council wishes to 
have a greater control on what the majority 
o f the association's members learn o f their 
great works.

Why? Is this a way o f interesting an 
'apathetic membership' (a Council members 
words)? Will it make it easier to get these 
amendments to the Articles o f Association 
reversed, with an even more distant and vei­
led Council?

To m e it sounds frighteningly like those 
with vested interests trying to take over and  
eventually secure control over the BPA once 
and for all. What good would this do them? 
Just for starters, I  think the military would  
rapidly be cast as the 'bad guys' and ostra­
cised, resulting in their centres being closed 
to civilians with the return o f income to the 
D Z owners.

We the jum pers m ust try to restore the 
balance o f pow er before it is too late. Those 
friendly, benign, Mr. Nice Guy D Z owners 
we see at the w eekends will take us all for a 
ride, for every pen n y  we've got, from first- 
timer to sky-god. GTi, GLS, and SRi will be 
the only qualifcation needed to jum p. Please 
write to the magazine, to the BPA, tell Coun­
cil members what you  think. Demand a bal­
lot o f the membership or an EGM, where in 
the cold sober light o f day the arguments can 
be voiced properly. Do it now  before the 
door is shu t and the plane is flown away 
with the hijackers in control beyond reach. 
Give them corrections, you are the jumpers, 
i f  not, then they are likely to give you  a lot o f 
bum spots in the 1990's.

D7308

This letter was just signed D7308. The BPA 
office staff ascertained that before the 
revolution the author was known as PHIL­
LIP LENG.

Ed.

Dear Ed,
Having ju s t returned, bloodied but 

unbowed, from our AGM, I have some 
observations on the BPA's unique interpre­
tation o f the democratic process.

I  was pleased to see that so m any m em ­
bers wanted to take part in the debate on m y  
proposal vis-a-vis Council Membership 
numbers and tenure in office. Obviously, 
they were doing their best to dispel the 
rum our that apathy rules!

However, i f  it isn 't apathy, perhaps it is 
indifference - members registered this year 
at the AG M  were 6.9% o f those eligible to do 
so. A n d  this year's voting result shows that 
only 17.4% o f those eligible to cast a vote, 
did so.

Anyw ay, i f  people say they are not 
apathetic, then frankly I can't be bothered to 
argue with them!

There are a couple o f serious points which 
I  would ask people to consider, in the 
interest o f improving the quality o f future 
debates at the AGM. It would be nice i f  those 
with attention spans so short that they can't 
wait to interrupt a speaker, perhaps went o ff 
and read their favourite "Thomas the Tank 
Engine" book instead!

It m ight also be better i f  our very own 
'Lager Lout' fraternity saved their breath 
and their futile efforts to enhance the verbal 
input to the discussion.

A n d  finally, it definitely would be better i f  
those present had a basic appreciation o f the 
rules for a debate, which do normally pro­
vide for the proposer o f a motion to get an 
opportunity to respond to those who have 
spoken against it!

N o doubt members will be thrilled to 
know  that I  shall probably have another 
proposal for next year's AGM, as having 
considered what this years voting achieved, 
I  think the resultant "dogs breakfast" situa­
tion has failed to achieve almost any o f the 
objectives originally envisaged.

J.K. Lines

DEAR BPA

Dear BPA
I  am returning m y  ballot card to you in 

protest at the lack o f democracy within the 
BPA.

M ost decisions directly affecting m e are 
m ade by the STC and JNCO's who will 
retain their positions regardless o f who I  
vote for. The refusal, by less than half the 
full STC complement, to reinstate the AFF 
P.I. rating, without the courtesy o f a pub­
lished reason was the last straw for me.

Would you  please pass this letter on to the 
magazine.

H. Maguire

MAG MOANS

Dear Editor,
Can I  congratulate you  on the expansive 

'write u p 'o n  the Relative Work Nationals in 
the October/November mag; ha lf a page all 
to itself, (whereas the A rm y Parachute 
Championships has four pages dedicated to 
it, pre tty  reasonable he thinks!)

N o t only that, but the results are pre­
sented in a far from understandable format; 
we start with team num ber 19 in the senior 
4-way RW, then halfway through, jum p  (no 
pun  intended) into 8-way sequential, fol­
lowed by 8-way speed and then logically 
back to team num ber 9 in the senior 4-way 
RW, w e then finally finish o ff with inter­
mediate 4-way RW, (which incidentally 
starts with team num ber I)!

So far it's go t a lot going for it as the 
MENSA Christmas brain teaser, bu t n o t a lot 
else.

The best is y e t to come, the tricky po in t o f 
copying down team names:
H APPY DASE should have been HAPPY 
DAZE
EGGS FLIT should have been EGGS H IT  
THE N O T  RESPONSIBLE JO Y CO should  
have been THE N O T  RESPONSIBLE TOY  
CO
GILLIAN WILLIS should have been GIL­
LIES WILLIES
LES STIPIDES should have been LES 
STUPIDES
PANALYTICS should have been PARALY­
TICS

Just a little bit o f thought about each o f  
these surely would have rectified the m is­
takes.

But the metamorphosis that our team 
nam e has gone through mystifies even me. 
QUA SUMUS, which couldn't be more 
appropriate (incidentally, it means 'where 
are we') appears to have been transformed 
into A N A  SINNAS? Well, I  suppose getting
3 letters correct ou t o f 8 isn 't too bad; and a 
25% error rate on team names in the 4-way 
event, m ust be an enviable standard to have 
set. It really is pathetic, at a time when the 
sport is trying to gain Olympic acceptance, 
the BPA m ag can't even p r in to u t the results 
o f their National Championships without 
m aking a complete farce o f it, w hy  should  
w e expect Olympic commitees to take us 
seriously.

I'm  no t saying we should spash the write 
up over four or five pages, (although w hy  
not, the A rm y did), but ju s t a few  words o f 
introduction (for example where the event 
was held and a few  words o f well earned 
thanks to the RAFSPA staff) and some exp­
lanation o f the competition, w ould m ake it 
slightly more understandable and posibly  
interesting, which I  think would attract 
more people towards competition, which 
can only do the sport some good.

Ross Hutcheon 
C8083

P. S. Please feel free to correct any spelling 
mistakes.

I agree, I agree, I agree.
Ed.

Dear Editor,
The 30-way "Olympic Ring Skydive" into 

the opening o f the 24th Olympiad in Seoul 
featured in last m onths Sport Parachutist 
was certainly a superb spectacle and no



doubt impressed m any non-skydivers 
throughout the watching world. But what 
impressed m e as a fellow "junior zoom er" 
was the fact that all 30 o f the chaps were left 
handed!

Quite amazing, eh?!
Blue skies as always!

Martin "Bench" Brown 
D7806

Blame the printers photographic laboratory 
"boots" for this ****-up!

Ed.

Dear Editor,
In the last edition o f Sport Parachutist you  

published an "Obituary". This apparently 
informed us o f the lack o f m anpower in the 
A rm y and the ending o f a military display 
team after 30 years.

W hilst it m ay be a shame to have to shut 
dow n a free fall team permanently, this 
hardly warrants the title o f "Obituary". An  
obituary is a report on the death o f a person 
or persons, and, in Sport Parachutist, are 
generally read with respect and sadness.

I was unable to feel either emotions over 
the ending o f a display team, and do hope  
that this apparent lack o f good taste will no t 
be repeated.
Blue skies.

Brian Shaw 
D1901

IN REPLY

Dear Editor,
With reference to Martin Evan's letter (SP 

N ov 88) regarding the 'old farts' on STC. I 
never realised that he  possessed so much  
knowledge. His arguments are astounding; 
the more so because none o f them can have 
occurred to the thirty or so Chief Instructors 
who are entitled to sit on STC. Perhaps STC 
should be disbanded and the entire job  
handed over to Mr. Evans. It would cer­
tainly be cost effective. Perhaps he  would do 
it in exchange for a years supply o f his 
favourite brand o f wrist bandage. In the 
meantime we'll hold the fort while he gets 
this organised.
Affectiona tely,

Tony Knight

O F #  Mt

Dear Andy,
A t the end o f your letter about tight suits 

in the last mag, you  asked for responses 
from the anorexic community.

Well, as the "skinny" who first tried to 
convince you  o f the validity o f these argu­
m ents and concepts last Spring in the pack­
ing shed at Cranfield, I  m ust say that it was 
heartening to find that you  have eventually 
accepted them. (What's that old saying 
about a prophet in his own land?) You've 
changed some o f the words around in 
places, and I think I referred to being "effi­
cient" - rather than "cool" - in the air, but 
you 've more or less got the hang o f it. One 
thing puzzles m e though; w hy the sudden  
change o f mind? Are you  getting fatter, oris 
everyone else at A . 1 getting thinner... ?!

It would, o f course, be churlish o f m e to 
point out that i f  you  had taken note o f the 
article and m y  letter on page 29 o f the June

'87 mag, you m ight have saved yourself the 
£90 or so which your tight suit m ust have 
cost. Does the sentence "Looking cool on 
the ground is no trade for compatibility" 
sound familiar? N ever m ind - I'm  sure it will 
be some comfort to learn that you  share your 
new  found philosophy with one o f the 
world's m ost famous relative workers 
(Roger Nelson, no t me).

Finally, can w e now  look forward to 
further enlightened correspondence revers­
ing some o f your other deeply held beliefs? 
A  future letter advising people that wearing 
a helm et is probably a good idea, perhaps ? 
Yours with tongue firmly in cheek,

Bob Connell 
D3411

VIEWPOINTS

Dear Ed,
The October/November issue o f the mag 

was "late again"....so what! I f  I  can m ope 
around on a cold and w indy D Z all weekend  
waiting for the breeze to drop to "round" 
conditions then I  am sure I  can endure the 
odd week or two for the Sport Parachutist. I 
joined this amazing sport last year, soon 
after reaching the age when life is supposed  
to "begin again", with work and weather set 
against m e I  have been very slowly progres­
sing (and on occasions digressing) through 
the lower cats! I  am in no hurry.

Lyn George and his "team "at the Sport 
Parachute Centre, Tilstock, have shown a 
creditable ability to train and motivate 
beginners and have even managed (un­
know n to them) to talk m e out o f leaving the 
sport. In fact it was Anna who took m e to 
one side after a series o f m y  unintentional, 
unstable, rolling exits that I  sem ed to be 
specialising in; her 'lecture' took m e by sur­
prise and was a mixture o f psychology, 
common sense and downright aggression. 
It hurt m y  feelings but it was the one-to-one 
instruction that I  needed, and it  worked!

I f  all members o f our sport had the pati­
ence that the Tilstock staff have shown m e  
then nobody w ould possibly complain at the 
lateness o f the mag, which under your 
'Editorship'is im proving at a faster rate than 
m y  parachuting.

So thank you  and the Sport Parachute 
Centre for taking the time to consider the 
"mere beginner".

Graham Croft 
BPA 383191

Dear Ed,
A s someone that was originally trained by 

a 'fresh faced' Ronnie O'Brien at Grindale in 
74, has completed a few  jum ps, 1800+ (with 
200 odd over 16,000) but now, alas, m edi­
cally excused parachuting, nota  para injury. 
I  feel I  m ust cobble together this letter to air 
two points o f view.

Firstly, I  feel that jum p  centre manage­
m ents should do more locally to promote 
their DZ's. We m ust have more DZ's per sq. 
mile than m ost countries but unless you are 
co-located with a DZ, or actually in the sport 
then the only time you  will know  o f their 
existence is when you read an incident 
report in the press.

Very few  centres advertise in local pap­
ers?

Secondly, the on-going discussion about 
'Incident Reports'. I  do no t believe that 
these should be published in the Associa­
tions Magazine, but should be available as a 
separate publication.

Perhaps sent out with the magazine only 
to those that specifically request them (at a 
very small fee).

This would m inim ize the risk o f the new , 
or casual, reader from forming a mistaken  
opinion o f the sport, but on the other hand  
w ould enable those members that can, or 
need to understand the reports, to do so.

We, the experienced, should have the 
facility to leam  from the mistakes o f others 
so that these mistakes are hopefully no t 
repeated.
Blue skies, soft landings

Roger Simpson 
BPA 22303 
(Ex D1955)

Dear Editor,
I  read Ray Ellis' article on radio spotting  

with m uch interest. I f  BPA members are 
breaking the law by jum ping through cloud 
it's probably because, despite the law they  
consider radio spotting safe -o ra t least safe 
enough. Whatever the law  says doesn't 
affect the accuracy or otherwise o f this 
assessment.

Illegal jum ps are no t good for safety and 
not good for the sport. Isn 't it time that regu­
lations are brought in to control radio spot­
ting, rather than pretending it  doesn 't exist? 
That way we can all stay within the law and  
take advantage o f all that aviation can offer 
us. That's go t to be good for the develop­
m en t o f the sport in the U.K.

Oh, and can anyone explain w hy new  
Cat.8's aren't perm itted to ju m p  a pull-out 
system? M ost experienced jum pers, includ­
ing a majority o f instructors, seem to use 
one, im plying that that is a superior system  
- y e t the STC obviously doesn't think so. I f  
we can all be trusted to jum p  out o f an aerop­
lane and survive, can't we also decide 
whether to use the best equipm ent availa­
ble? A t least w e should have the choice, 
otherwise the whole think gets a bit ridicul­
ous.

Hope this doesn't sound too m uch like a 
long moan - it is m eant to be constructive. 
Blue skies and safe jum ping!

Fen Baker
C8357

Dear Editor,
Firstly can I  say thanks to all the staff at 

Headcorn P.C. for putting  up with m e and 
putting  m e up!

N ow , I  am fairly n ew  to this sport and  
enjoy it a lot and yes the Incident Report 
w ould be welcome in m y  copy o f S. P. but 
the main reason fo rm e to p u t pen  to paper is 
that Cat.8 is within reach this year and  
Headcom is no t where I want to spend the 
rest o f m y  skydiving days (sorry guys 
nothing personal).

Every two m onths, sorry issue, you  pub­
lish a list o f all BPA clubs in the U.K. H ow  
about a list o f all the DZ's in the world that 
are officially noticed by their countries 
association (a pull ou t supplem ent w ould be 
nice).

A nyw ay thanks for the mag. and keep up 
the good work.

Andy Paganini 
P. S. Did A lex win Bad Spot o ff the Year?

The next letter should interest you then.
Ed.
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Dear Editor,
I  have started to compile an international 

directory o f sport parachute clubs but am  
having difficulty obtaining further addres­
ses. I  have written to twenty-five parachute 
associations and aero clubs but only 
received replies from Argentina, Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Israel and the 
USA.

If any readers can help m e with addresses 
for countries that are no t mentioned above 
then I  would be m ost grateful. On the other 
hand i f  I  can help anyone with addresses 
they m ight require then don 't hesitate to 
contact me. (S. A.E. please).

I f  anyone is prepared to help m e compile 
the directory, please drop m e a line, two 
heads are better than one.

The address to contact m e at is:- 
'Primulass',
5 Grampian Close,
Friday Meadow,
Eastbourne,
Sussex BN23 8EP 
Blue Skies,

Phil Duckworth 
C8288

THANK YOU

Dear Ed,
Just a few  lines to say thanks to all the staff 

at RAFSPA for all their help in getting m y  
dad, Reg Green airborne for the first time in 
his 54years via a tandem descent on 051188, 
the same day that I did m y  planned cuta­
way.

Also thanks to A n d y  House and Mick Raf- 
trey for putting  up with m e for the last 2  or 3 
years.
Blue skies and nil cloud for 89.

Scouse Green 
B7559

Dear Editor,
TIM HOMER team leader of the 'COLA' 

team and member o f the 126 way world record is 
leaving the British Isles to live in the States due 
to job promotion.

Would you please wish him well and every 
success in the future from all at Halfpenny 
Green.

The photo shows Tim in an open accordian 
(top) over the Green this summer. Others in 
photo PETE BATH, DOLLY PARTON, and a 
4th unknoivn. The picture was taken by myself, 
Dick Fothergill. I hope you can use it.

Dick Fothergill

TO ALL BPA MEMBERS
I would like to thank you  for electing m e  

onto the BPA Council. Some o f you will 
know  m e but a lot o f you  won't.
I  am on the BPA Council as one o f your  
elected representatives to help run sport 
parachuting in this country. I  shall 
endeavour to do m y  best, but it is up to you, 
the members, to let m e know  i f  you  have a 
problem or a grievance with how  we are 
running things or how  other people are run­
ning their DZ's.
As far as I  am concerned any problems you  
have, no matter how  small, I  shall 
endeavour to get it  p u t right or bring it to the 
atention o f the right people.

We are all Skydivers at heart so lets make 
Skydiving in Great Britain fun again and 
bring the buzz back, it's our sport.

I  would finally like to wish you  all lots o f 
safe Skydiving in 1989.
Mr. M.C. Thomas 
5 Kings Gate 
Bridlington 
North Humberside
A n y  correspondence, please send to the 
above address.

Dear Editor,
Just a short note to thank the staff and 

pilots o f Weston on the Green for hosting 
the best nationals in years, it had everything 
and seemed well planned.

Great weather, clean, well looked after 
toilet and shower facilities, clean and 
hardworking kitchen and bar staff, enjoy­
able food, i f  you  had time to eat between 
your skydives, packing and dirtdives and o f 
course, some excellent dives and 2 Turbine 
Islanders.

Whoever hosts it next year will have a job 
on to beat Westons performance.

O nly one com m ent to make, next time 
m ove the campsite away from the main road 
that passed the main entrance, a lot o f com­
petitors were having to get drunk every 
night ju s t so they could get a good night's 
sleep!!!
Good times

Ian P. Chick 
D3725

Something to say? Have you any 
views on the sport that you'd like 
to put to other readers? Got a 
gripe about something?
Send your letters to: The Editor, 
Sport Parachutist, c/o BPA, 
Wharf Way, Glen Parva, Leicester 
LE2 9TF.

Dear Ed,
I  w ould be indebted to yo u  i f  you  could 

print the enclosed photo  in the next issue o f  
the magazine (or the one after that i f  this is 
too late).

The photo  is o f m y  father (Bill Ballard) and 
the tandem master is Jefflllidge. The photo  
was taken over the Black Knights Parachute 
centre, Cockerham.

I f  possible could you  please prin t it  in col­
our?

D. Ballard

No! - Ed.

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I

Dear Mag,
I  left Germany in January, after 18 m onths  

jum ping in Bad Lippspringer and I  would  
like to thank all the regular jum pers there, 
for putting  up with me, the noise and the 
dead bodies lying in and around m y  caravan 
after our little parties.

I  would also like to say 'unlucky' to the 
lads and lasses I used to ju m p  with, who  
were daft enough to keep letting m e spot 
and then wonder w hy they had to walk back 
to the DZ.

To finish, I'd  like to wish Jim m y Frith the 
best o f luck in civvy street and to say to 
Bingo Sawerby "RMP's" are no t supposed  
to walk naked and drunk through caravan 
sites at 2 a.m. even i f  it is for a bet.

Tomo
D8358

PS. I  have enclosed a picture o f Steve Nal- 
den and m yself posing for the camera. 
Photo by Steve Slater.
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT FOR 1988
May I firstly extend a warm welcome to all our members 

attending this the 22nd Annual General Meeting of the British 
Parachute Association.

It is of course difficult, in summary form, to report to you all 
fully on everything that has happened throughout the year. 
Those of you that take the trouble to attend this meeting I know 
follow carefully the Council Minutes and are almost as current as 
those of us on Council.

However, this report has of necessity to be brief.
It is but fair to tell you at the outset that the year upon which I 

report has been a difficult one in particular for proprietors and 
operators of clubs but in turn for your Council.

At times unwelcome and unpleasant decisions have to be 
taken purely in order to meet the commercial realities that we 
face and in order to remain in existence.

As you all know our first National Development Officer left us 
in January 1988. For some months thereafter the ex-Secretary 
General together with your Development Chairman, David 
Hickling, carried out as many of the NDO's duties as possible. 
This resulted in us not losing any financial support from the 
Sports Council. The Association owes a great debt to Dave Hick­
ling who spent much of his own personal time undertaking the 
NDO's duties from the BPA office.

We now have a newly appointed NDO namely Mrs. Susan 
Dixon. Susan is already well known to you all as an FAI 
qualified Judge and a hard working and loyal Council Member.

Obviously on taking up her appointment as NDO Susan 
resigned from Council. She will however, be making as great a 
contribution as usual to the competition scene.

It is with regret that I have to report the disestablishment of the 
position of Secretary General. This step has been brought about 
as a result of the financial pressures facing the Association. It will 
briefly touch on these pressures but no doubt your Treasurer will 
have more to say about them.

The disestablishment of the post of Secreary General was 
forced upon us principally as a result of the Sports Council,
(a) no longer grant aiding core administration; and
(b) their refusal to honour their agreement and commitment to 
one third fund the purchase of the new headquarters building. 
A further matter which gives rise to financial concern is the three 
year continuous fall in overall membership which has cut down 
our income from subscriptions. At this present time there does 
not appear to be any reversal to this trend in sight.

The disestablishment of the post of Secretary General will 
result in a significant saving each year for the Association 
although at the same time automatically imposing a much 
greater work load on the staff and in particular the NDO and 
Coaches.

To give an indication of the position concerning the fall in 
subscription income I append to this report comparative figures 
for this year and the preceding year.

I previously mentioned the difficulties of the proprietors and 
operators of parachute clubs. This has been highlighted by the 
closure, I understand for financial reasons, of some ten centres.

Other centres have had to make staff redundant and cut back 
on long planned improvements and even sell assets in order to 
remain operational.

Obviously, the closure of centres results in hardship to you, 
the members in not always being able to carry out your sport in 
areas convenient to you.

In an effort to assist centres we have, as always, and whenever 
reasonably requested so to do made your money available by 
way of loans. These loans are used to improve equipm ent and 
facilities at Clubs and Centres. The loans are made at extremely 
advantageous interest rates. There is in fact out on loan to Clubs 
and Centres at the present time almost £20,000 and this does not 
include a further loan of approximately £5,000 which is about to 
be made.

Despite the loss of income from subscriptions and the large 
capital loss sustained as a result of the breach by Sports Council 
your Council has done its best to produce a sound capital base 
upon which to project for the future. However, any surplus that 
we have at the moment may very well be needed to assist the 
Association over the next few years which I anticipate will be as 
difficult as the last few years.

Despite the totally unexpected withdrawal of support from 
the Sports Council in connection with the purchase of the 
headquarters building this purchase has proved to be an 
excellent investment for you. We do not have an up  to date

valuation on the property but I believe that it is now worth 
somewhere between two and three times the price we paid for it.

The new requirements for affiliation have now been approved 
by Council and implemented. This as you will recall follows 
Dave Parker's address to the AGM two years ago. 
The intervening period has been taken up with consultation 
with instructors and club operators. We hope we have now got 
it right.

A new Provisional membership card system has been 
introduced for the benefit of Provisional members and clubs and 
to provide greater accountability.

Some sponsorship has been obtained and great efforts are 
being made by Susan Dixon to increase this during the coming 
year.

We have had good exposure on both BBC 2 and Channel 4. We 
are also owed a one hour documentary by Channel 4. I must 
admit that we are having some difficulty in tying the producer 
dow n to details of the planned programme.

In the competition field we were represented at all World 
Meets where our teams acquitted themselves well. The Royal 
Marines did particularly well w inning the bronze medal at the 
CRW meet. At the Style/Accuracy Meet in Sweden, our girls 
team came 4th in Accuracy, and at the World Cup in Vichy Mo" 
8-way RW also found 4th place. O n your behalf I would like to 
thank and congratulate all the competitors.

We were represented at the opening ceremony of the Seoul 
Olympics by both Esther Reynolds, our Classic Champion and 
Joe France of the RAF Falcons. Joe was asked, and agreed, to 
train the skydivers for the jum p which opened the Olympic 
Games. Joe also led the canopy stacks into the stadium.

Joe certainly deserves our special thanks and congratulations 
for such a fine effort.

The National Championships were split this year and were 
very well supported. I w ould like to thank Dave Johnston of 
Bridlington for hosting the Classics and CRW on a no cost to the 
Association basis. Also to thank Dave Johnston for providing a 
minimum cost training camp for the Classics squad before their 
departure for the World Meet in Sweden. Dave Johnston also 
obtained sponsorship in the form of uniforms and various other 
small items for the team . I m ust also thank the Royal Air Force for 
making available Weston on the Green at the last moment as the 
venue for the Relative Work Championships.

Once again our special thanks go to all the Judges and Officials 
w ithout whom we could not hold the competitions.

Your National Coaches have, as usual, performed their tasks 
well. They have conducted 4 Instructor, Exam, Pre-Advanced 
and Advanced courses throughout the year together with 
several Tandem and 3 AFF courses qualifying, 25 Approved, 6 
AFF, 7 Advanced and 9 Tandem Instructors together with one 
new Examiner.

I am also pleased to announce that we have had a totally 
fatality free year at BPA Clubs and Centres, both here and 
abroad, which will make our Safety record the envy of the 
World. We wish however, to express our sorrow at the death of 
one of our members Tony Stewart, whilst training with the Red 
Devils in Portugal in March 1988. O ur sympathies go to his 
family and friends.

In addition the Coaches have been out and about visiting drop 
zones. Furthermore John Hitchen was Team Leader/Head of 
Delegation for the Classics World Meet. Both Coaches were of 
course heavily involved at the National Championships. The 
RW Championships providing a profit for the Association. As 
always a very busy year for them.

Once again I would like to thank your Council for their 
contributions and support over this past year. John Lines, your 
Treasurer has worked particularly hard. Tony Knight has 
proved to be an excellent Chairman of the Safety and Training 
Committee. He in company with John Hitchen attended the FAI 
Safety Meeting in Denmark earlier in the year. I have already 
mentioned Dave Hickling, your Vice-Chairman and 
Development Committee Chairman who has worked 
unstintingly for the Association throughout the year. Steve 
Eversfield has worked tirelessly as Chairman of the 
Competitions committee. I am sure his contribution and efforts 
on your behalf will be badly missed as he is no longer standing 
for election to Council. Thanks again to Lofty Thomas who at his 
own expense attended CIP and then travelled w ith the Royal 
Marines as Head of Delegation to the CRW World 
Championships. I thank all the Council for their work on your 
behalf even though I have but mentioned a few by name.
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would like to place firmly on record this Association's and my 
own very grea appreciation for the help, support and advice that 
is given by all three.

Apart from some problems over the time table the magazine 
has been very ably pu t together by Carol Saunders to whom I 
extend our grateful thanks.

Last but not least I would like to thank the remainder of our 
staff who have not been specially mentioned thus far in this 
report namely Sue Allen, Trudy Kemp, Angela Middleton and 
our young YTS assistant M andy O'Gorman. These girls have 
worked extremely hard on your behalf and are deserving of your 
thanks also.

In conclusion may I, as always, thank you the members for 
continuing to support your Association.

With very best wishes to you all for a happy and prosperous 
1989.

Jim Crocker 
Chairman

The Association has retained and strenghthened its links with 
the Civil Aviation Authority, Royal Aero Club, CIP, CCPR, 
GASCo and many other Aviation related bodies. O ur thanks go 
to our contacts in those various organisations.

I m ust say a very special thank you to five people w ho each in 
their own way work very hard for the Association but whose 
work often goes unnoticed. They are our Vice Presidents, John 
Meacock and Charles Shea-Simonds whose freely given advice 
and support makes my job so much easier. Also our honorary 
medical advisers, Dr. Michael Abdou, Dr. Roger Flinn and Dr. 
John Carter.

Roger spends a great deal of his time judging for us. On the 
medical side we all I am sure fail to appreciate just how busy 
Michael, Roger and John are in advising skydivers who have 
been injured; prospective skydivers and other medical 
practitioners who seek their advice in relation to their own 
patients who either are skydivers or wish to become skydivers. 
Most of the time this unpaid voluntary work goes unnoticed. I
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Mike Forge Trophy - Best new parachutist o f the year. Eddie Fisher o f Cornwall. Mike Forge Trophy - Runner up. David Parker accepts the shield on behalf of 
Caroline Lloyd ofHeadcorn.

Mike Forge Trophy - Runner up. Jeremy Horwood o f Swansea.

After presenting John Lines with the Regional 4 Way Trophy the Chairman's lips 
finally give way after 48 hours o f continuous smiling.

Andy House accepting the Certificate of Merit for Joe France.

You're never too old to jump

Ever had time to look around in freefall? Not if you're 
concentrating on R.W. But w hen my Mum celebrated her 
seventieth birthday by making a tandem jum p, Ronnie 
O'Brien did the concentrating and she admired the 
scenery. She loved every minute of it - a 360° view of the 
earth, the exhilaration of speed, two Marines docking on her 
quite unexpectedly, the canopy ride, soft landing and all the 
kisses afterwards.

Now if you think seventy is old enough to make a skydive, 
my friend Jessica is eighty. I first met Jessica on a course learn­
ing how to decorate eggs ‘Faberge’ style. I mentioned 
parachuting and Jessica jumped at the chance, arranged 
sponsorship and off we went to Sibson where Jamie Graham 
became her tandem instructor. The egg decorating was 
important so we celotaped a cardboard egg to her hand and I 
held the paintbrush.

On exit Jessica looked amazed. This quickly changed to a 
smile which never left her face. She had a great landing to the 
applause of the assembled press and television crew, together 
with her family who had flown in from Jersey and The States. 
Champagne flowed, Jessica was over the moon and Great 
Ormond Street Hospital benefitted by £1500.

So in future if a friend seems interested in the sport but says 
they’re past it, tell them about my Mum and Jessica; which 
only goes to prove

‘You’re never too old to jump’.

Heather Leach D3545 

Shame the photo’s didn’t turn up Heather: Ed.
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The School of Human Flight based at Ampuriabrava in 
Spain once again held their annual Boogie over the festive 
season. The busiest time was between December 25th and 
January 2nd w hen the entire entourage moved to Gerona 
Airport.

Statistics:

Registrations
650

Jumps
12,000 approximately

Most jumps in a day
1,337

Largest formation
60 out of 62

Notable formations
34 way Jewel
35 way Star 
17 way '89'

Planes
Caribou (Mechanical failure) - 38 lifts 
Twin Otter - over 180 lifts 
Skyvan -173 lifts
Porters (normally 3, up to 4) -over 235 lifts

Malfunctions (Lowest at approximately 600 feet)
14

Injuries
Several sprains, twists etc. from landings in nil winds onto 
the runway plus two broken bones.

Sunset Dive

Load Organisers:
Pete Marsden, Derek Thomas, Bruno Brokken, 
Jerome Bunker,Alexis Perry, Peter Gehrig, 
Patrick Passe plus other instructors.

The Boogie had a large amount of French, English and 
German jumpers along with many other nations. 
Registrations were down on last year by about 200, this 
was attributed to the amount of Boogies now in Europe, 
the scheduling of the French national Holidays and the 
Thailand Boogie which started just a few days after Spain 
finished.

Manifesting was as near to perfect at any large Boogie 
and the Hotel Organisation was also superb.

Summing up the Boogie, Roland Hilfliker the organiser, 
had these comments;

'Europeans are Boogied out following a year which 
offered a vast array of skydiving meets, however we saw 
a better quality of skydives'.

'I feel the face of 'The Boogie' has to change and you 
should look out for something very different at our events 
in 1989'. 'O ur Easter meet is likely to be more seminar 
orientated and there are a num ber of areas we wish to 
improve upon over Christmas'.

Roland went on to say that 'We may introduce a 
competitive element such as 20 and 40 way events that 
you find in the States'. 'There will also be a more definitive 
structure of ability level defined by each individual's 
skydiving experience'. 'I would like to improve the use 
and facilities of our video operation and place a greater 
emphasis on each jumper getting more out of his or her 
skydiving in Spain'.

Words and Pictures by Simon Ward
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XMAS BOOGIE • ZEPHYR HILLS '88

T H E R E ’S O N L Y  2 0 0  T IC K E T S  <l e f d  

F IR S T  C O M E  - F IR S T  S E R VED
Your chance to win a complete set of kit for just £5 .00 . Not just any set of 
equipment, but that used at the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games.

Jumpsuit
Pack/harness: Racer Elite
Main: Pursuit 230
Reserve: Fire Light

Raffle Tickets available from the BPA Office.
Send cheque/postal order direct to OLYMPIC DRAW - BPA.
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Z-Hills rightly claims to be the 
world's best known DZ. Its place in 
skydiving history/folklore is 
assured, but in these days of 
superfast turbines rushing you to 
altitude in half a minute and nice 
spacious tailgates is there really any 
call for a fleet of 3 slow, draughty 
aircraft with a pokey little door?

The answer, of course, is yes. 
The DC3 retains a special place in 
most jum pers' hearts and the fact 
that it dictates a different style of 
skydiving compared to almost any 
other aircraft probably only 
increases the attraction. For the
1988 Christmas Boogie, the lineup 
was; Southern Cross (well, it is the 
fastest DC3 in the world), Mr. 
Douglas (loud music and seats) and 
our Douglas (or 'one hour' Douglas
- say no more).

The pool of load organisers, 
headed by Jerry Bird, was minus a 
few of the expected faces but as the 
Boogie went on the occasional Brit 
scammed the free and often 
dangerous slot - particularly Jim 
Scarrat and Eddie Carrol, the man 
with the most-travelled wallet in 
Florida!

Amongst the jumpers there were 
more Brits than you could shake a 
stick at. Many of them turned up

anxiously cluthing a tight fast suit 
and hoping they could stay with 
the supersonic fall rate we've all 
been warned about. After a few 
days polycotton began to appear as 
everyone discovered that 
Americans are about the same 
weight and build as the rest of us 
and therefore have a similar 
terminal velocity!

The standard of dives improved 
as regular groups and invitation 
loads emerged, producing some 
creditable 16-way and 20-way 
sequential, 36-ways, 40-ways etc. 
Hoop dives, 3-D dives and other 
'fun ' loads were also there if you 
wanted a bit of a change.

The latest gem of parachute 
technology - The Excalibur - was on 
display for all to try. Made by 
Performance Design, it is the 
world's first production 21-cell 
canopy and the range goes down to 
a 100 square foot version. 
Doubtless you'll hear a lot more 
about them, but suffice it to say that 
most people stopped what they 
were doing to watch these green 
and pink pocket handkerchiefss 
low-hooked by novices trying the 
demo rigs!

Manifesting was easy and 
efficient courtesy of Betty and her 
team plus a large jar of 'M & Ms' the 
speed of the aircraft made it 
difficult to do more than 4 or 5 
jumps in a day, unless you were a

load organiser or using a packer. If 
you wanted to do a lot, you needed 
to make the first lift and this was 
normally manifested the previous 
night. This w asn 't much of a 
problem, though, since bad 
weather interfered very little most 
people could get the num ber of 
jumps they'd budgeted for (and the 
rest) though the turbulent wind 
conditions periodically caused a 
100 square jum p minimum at 
manifest.

This affected quite a lot of 
people, making the 10-way 
scrambles on Christmas Eve 
extremely interesting. Among the 
22 teams, experience ranged from 
thousands of RW jumps to 10! The 
eventual winners were led by Dave 
Howerski, who also made his 
5000th jum p on round 1.

Overall, there was an obvious 
holiday atmosphere and (amongst 
the brits) a feeling of smugness 
when Christmas Day proved so hot 
that those who go pink easily were 
skulking in the shade. Free beer 
was plumbed in each night next to 
Frenchie's campfire, though the 
usual flood of SCRs, SCSs, 1000th 
jumps, 1st article in the 'Tampa 
Tribune' etc. kept the 'cases of beer' 
coming thick and fast. All round, if 
you want a fun Boogie, Z-Hills/ 
Phoenix is alive and kicking!

Pulling Crackers on Xmas day!
(Who knows, if you pull a cracker you may find a helmet in it)
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Christian Ung demonstrating T Position' Photo: Simon Ward

FirstTurns and Loops in Freestyle
Copyright 1988

Skydiving is a whole world where you are limited only 
by altitude and your imagination. This unrestricted 
creativity is most evident in the expressive potential of 
freestyle.

What is freestyle?
Actually it can be anything you imagine. It can be creative 
movement in freefall involving one or more skydivers. 
This means you can invent anything you want and do it by 
yourself or with your RW friends.

Freestyle can also be about building a vocabulary of 
manoeuvers, either your own invented ones or ones you 
have already seen, and perhaps putting them together in 
a combination.

It doesn't matter how you freestyle - either just for the 
fun of it or for serious refining of manoeuvers. In essence, 
freestyle is what you imagine it to be!

Freestyle is not a mysterious activity for you like relative 
work once may have been. This is because you are already 
you're own freestyle expert! You do i t , make it up, and 
define it for yourself. The experts did this!

Style, sequential relative work, and canopy relative 
work were created from the freestyle attitude. Someone 
invented it. Roger Nelson and his brother Carl took on this 
freestyle attitude when they created their freak flying 
techniques. Today, most skydivers perform sequential 
relative work but is everyone as much alike as this 
implies?

Everyone is Unique!
Since everyone is unique and a different person, each 
individual's freestyle will be unique. This means that 
freestyle is about you and the way you like to move or 
explore moving in freefall. By watching Norm Kent's 
movie "From Wings Came Flight," you can see that Kent's 
wife, Deanna, performs freestyle moves that are more like 
dance, whereas Mike Sandber performs a more gymnastic 
style of freestyle.

It is the individual's physical, mental and emotional 
characteristics that determine what his freestyle will be 
like. Past personal experiences will also affect your style. 
Remember, if you are trying to do a T Position and it hurts 
because you lack the flexibility then that doesn't mean you 
can't do freestyle. In this case, try another move more 
appropriate for you. If solo jumping seems boring then 
you might try something new with your friends.

Because of individual uniqueness, there is no right or 
wrong way to do freestyle. W hen a freestylist sees a right 
and wrong way, it inhibits a free exploration of movement 
in freefall. Right and wrong adds a fear factor in the 
movement experience. No one likes to make a mistake or 
feel stupid. W ithout right and wrong, there are no such 
things as mistakes or stupid ideas thus the "creative 
block" is broken. After some experience in freestyle, you 
will naturally start to formulate your own definition of 
what freestyle is.
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Getting Started
There are two ways you can get started. You can either try 
positions or moves you have already seen, ones you've 
imagined, or some of both. Two moves are described here: 
The T Position - Freestylist Deanna Kent created this 
position using techniques described under "Finding your 
own move".

Whichever leg you pick, bring the knee toward the 
chest so that it points straight down to the ground, then 
straighten the knee without changing its location in space. 
The position is relatively easy to balance if the leg is 
pointed straight down.

If the knee is not raised far enough, you will have to 
fight the relative wind to straighten the leg and hold the 
position. If the leg is to the left or right of straight down 
you will probably roll or spin and lose balance. The arms 
should be straight out from the shoulder rather than bent. 
You may have to make some other adjustments according 
to your needs. The arms can be used to turn the T 
Position.

\

The speed of this manoeuver can be controlled by how 
much and hard you push your arms toward the ground 
while passing through the dart position and the bend in 
the hips. For fast Back Layouts, push arms toward the 
ground more and harder and bend more at the hips (but 
not more than 20 degrees). To stop, simply arch. After 
some practice, you will probably find that a knee brake 
makes a cleaner stop.

This side view shows that the leg pointed down must be straight down. 
(Towards the head will also work - if the freestylist is flexible enough!)

Finding your own move - This can be accomplished in any 
number of ways. You can try the challenge of imagining 
something new and different and then learning it in 
freefall. You may even find another unique move just by

First step of performing the T Position. Bring the knee towards the chest so that 
the thigh points down to the ground

The Back Layout - To get it started, do a quarter backloop 
into the dart position (or just past it). (The dart position is 
falling feet first.) At this time, have the arms in front of 
you; this will flip you backwards. Keep the body rigidly 
straight with the legs together and straight, and the hips 
slightly bent (flexed). Each time you approach and pass 
the dart position, have your hands and arms in front 
of you to continue the looping action.

Front view o f the T Position illustrating that the leg pointed toward the ground 
is neither to the right nor left of the relative wind.
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trying to learn what you imagined. You can also get ideas 
from other sports or activities. Try watching a 
synchronized swim meet and see what ideas come to 
mind. Remember, the possibilities of movement are end­
less!

Basically, whatever way you approach freestyle, you 
should ideally be making your own movement choices 
rather than being told how to do freestyle. This way, your 
first freestyle dive will probably be an enjoyable and 
interesting experience. Try to avoid being "pressured" 
into moving in certain ways in freefall.

Freestyle goals
This is a sample list of some freestyle goals, if you do not 
already have some in mind. You may strive for any one or 
a number of these goals.
1. Accomplishing moves you imagine
2. Learning moves you've seen
3. Progression toward building combinations of moves as 
a result of increasing vocabulary
4. Learning greater body control in the air
5. Progression toward freer less inhibited movement in 
freefall thus discovering a still freer sense of flight
6. And there are others

Safety in freestyle
It is important to keep a good head and practice safe 
freestyle. The harness m ust be adjusted properly and the 
free ends carefully stowed. Mike Sandberg points out that 
freestylists, especially beginners, should maintain 
altitude awareness by checking the ground and the 
altimeter regularly, especially since some moves can be 
disorienting. Remember, freestyle moves can be capable 
of rapidly chewing up time and altitude and that chest

altimeters are inaccurate when falling back to earth.
Also, if you find yourself violently out of control, the 

hard arch position really does work! If the hard arch does 
not work for you then you probably have tension in the 
body that is adding to the problem. In this case relax first 
and then hit a hard arch.

Know your limits. If you are not sure if you can handle 
getting dizzy in freefall avoid moves that you know will 
cause it. Usually moves that are excessive in the num ber of 
rotations in one direction cause dizziness.

If a particular move hurts, stop and avoid it. Pain is the 
body's way of saying that you're injuring it. In doing safe 
freestyle use common sense.

Freestyle can open the door to many creative and 
enjoyable skydives. We all get to choose our own "style" 
of skydiving, and freestyle is simply the ultimate expres­
sion of that freedom.

Tamara Koyn
USPA 46348 
D10940

Eds Note: Tamara is a qualified dance and movement 
teacher and has over 500 freestyle jumps.

The BPA are engaged on the task of putting 
together a complete collection of Sport Parachutist 
magazines.
There are 'holes' in the collection!!
If any member has old copies and is prepared to 
give them to the BPA for archival purposes please 
get in touch with the BPA office to find out which 
additions they are missing.
Your help will be much appreciated with this task.

F L Y A L T I M A S T E R
For precision accuracy, fast response and reliability, the Alti II 

and Alti III are the best parachuting altimeters available. 
Range: 0-12,000ft 

OptionsPrices inc. VAT
Alti II £107.95 Chest Pad
Wrist strap kit £12.50
Alti III £107.95
Wrist strap and brackets £4 .00
Post & Packing £2.50
UK distributor (& stockist)

Mainair Sports 
A lm a Industrial Estate 
Regent St.
Rochdale 
Lancs 
OL12QHQ

Price subject to rate o f exchange fluctuation

£4.95

UK approved service centre 
Tor sales & repairs

Sports 
instruments

28 High Street
Whitchurch
Shropshire

Tel (0948) 2179

P hoenix  Parachute Sales & Services
"L ocated  o n  th e  D r o p  Z o n e  a t  Z-hills"

V ecto rs PD
R acers Para F lite
M irages N ation al
C en tau ru s G lide P ath
P rec is io n  FAR

Tony & M ichigan ju m p su its
Major Repairs-World Wide Shipping

"Jake" B rake -manager 
*13 y e a r s  p a r a c h u te  s a le s
*M a s te r  R ig g e r  o v e r  8  y e a rs

P h o e n i x  /  Z - h i l l s  
PO  B ox  1 8 8 9  
Z e p h y rh il ls ,  F lo r id a  
3 4 2 8 3  USA

Drop Z o n e-.. . .(8 1 3 )7 8 8 -5 5 9 1  
S a le s  O ffic e ...(8 1 3 )7 8 3 -2 9 3 2

'W o r ld 's  B e s t  K n o w n  D ro p  Zone"______



In the summer of 1989 the airspace above Denmark will 
be showing unmistakable signs that Denmark hosts the 
world's largest sporting event - World Masters Games.

Along with 46 other sports parachuting, gliding and 
hang-gliding will be represented at this veteran sporting 
event which is to take place during July 22 to August 6, 
1989. The air sports will be staged from July 24 to 
August 4.

The World Masters Games will be an international 
event for the rapidly increasing number of people electing 
an active life in preference to an idle everyday on the 
homely couch while "growing old with grace". The motto 
of the Games is "Sport for Life".

Both former sports stars and keep-fitters are invited to 
participate in the Games which are open to all. The World 
Masters Games are expected to attract 15,000 - 20,000 par­
ticipants. At this point more than 6,000 preliminary regist­
rations from 126 nations have already been received.

As for the air sports there is yet a number of vacant 
places even though it has been necessary for practical 
reasons to place a limit on the num ber of competitors. 
Approx. 60 gliders, approx. 30 hang-gliders and towards 
200 parachutists from all over the world will be given the 
possibility to participate.

The Games are organised by three cities in Jutland, 
Herning, Aalborg and Arhus. In co-operation with the 
Danish Sports Federation the three cities are looking for­
ward to welcoming the many participants in Denmark in 
the days July 22 - August 6, 1989.

In Denmark there will be competitions in 40 sports and 
9 sports for the disabled. The only condition for participa­
tion is the age criteria laid down for the individual sports. 
The participants represent themselves only, not his or her 
country.

Gliders, parachutists and hang-gliders w ill all 
be participating in the world's largest sporting 
event - The World Masters Games in Denmark 
from July 22 to August 61989.

In the future, the World Masters Games will be taking 
place every fourth year in the year after the Olympic 
Games.

The idea behind the Games originated in Canada as an 
alternative to the increasingly uncompromising Olympic 
Games. In 1985, the first World Masters Games were 
staged in Toronto. 8,300 participated, a num ber which 
equals the num ber of participants in the Olympic Games.

Several cities in New Zealand and Australia have 
already expressed wishes to host the World Masters 
Games in 1993.
Parachuting - Conditions of entry
The parachuting competitions are organised by the 
Danish Parachuting Federation in the days July 24 - July 
29,1989.
Minimum age: 40 years by July 24, 1989 
The parachuting competitions will take place according to 
the international F. A.I. rules, and participants m ust have 
done at least 500 jumps.
Participants m ust bring along their own gear.
Registration as individual or as team. Individuals may 
register for team competition.
The competitions will be organised in 2 or 3 classes with 
80-90 competitors in each class.
There will be competitions in combination (RW) for 4 and 
8-man teams, precision, and style.
Fees: Parachuting fee DKK 3,000. World Masters Games 
fee: DKK 500 per participant.

Eds. note: Interested parties should contact BPA office for 
entry details.

SYM BIO SIS SUITS
4 WAY GOLD

BRONZE

JUMPSUITS and 

WARMWEAR
by Rob Colpus & Sarah Brearley 
Fast Delivery  
Guaranteed Workmanship.

SEND FOR BROCHURE E3
The Airfield, Headcorn, Kent. TN27 9HX  
Tel-: 0622 890967
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40th Conference 
International Parachuting Committee (CIP)

■ I  SPORT PARACHUTIST

Rob Colpus 
UK CIP Delegate

Once a year, the International Parachuting Committee 
(CIP) of the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI. 
The Worldwide Governing body of all Air Sports) meet for 
a 4 day working Conference. Parachuting is now the 
largest member of FAI, with 50 member Nations.

This year marked the 40th anniversary of the CIP and 
the Conference was held for the first time in Asia, in Beij­
ing, China.

The BPA was represented by myself as Delegate, John 
Hitchin as alternate Delegate, Roger Flinn on the Judges 
Committee with Lofty Thomas and Annette Williamson 
as observers.

Olympic Activity
CIP organised in 1988, the superb opening ceremonies 

display at the Seoul Olympics (see SP October 1988) and 
FAI Olympic Certificates were presented to all those who 
took part. This of course included Accuracy Champion 
Esther Reynolds who jum ped as part of the CIP Stack 
team. A special certificate was awarded to our own Joe 
France, who coached the Stack team and let them into the 
arena.

CIP are now working towards Barcelona in 1992. Unfor­
tunately the two slots available for Demonstration Sport 
status (Mandatory before Olympic status proper) had 
already been awarded by the Spanish Olympic Commit­
tee. But this still leaves a possibility of involvement as a so 
called "Exhibition Sport". There are two slots available for 
Exhibition status in 1992, and a total of 30 different sports 
applied for consideration. This 30 has now been reduced 
to 8 finalists and Sport Parachuting is one of them.

The final decision will be made by the Spanish Olympic 
Committee sometime in 1989. A video of the Seoul Olym­
pic display was shown to the Delegates at the FAI General 
Conference this year in Australia, and it received a stand­
ing ovation.

1988 CRW WPC and Mondia 88 WC Vichy, France
This competition was the first FAI/CIP sanctioned Meet 

that involved three Disciplines at the same venue at the 
same time.

The Championships were a great success with the 
exception of two important points. The first was a decision 
made by the International Jury to hear a second protest by 
a medal winning team after its first protest had already 
been rejected. This decision altered the outcome of the 
Championship and caused several letters, including one 
from our own Judge Pete Halfacre, to be written. Our own 
Royal Marines Team were effectively robbed of the Silver 
medal position. Secondly, although the French organisers 
had agreed that the World Championships in CRW would 
take precedence over all other events, this did not take 
place because the organiser in an attempt to showcase the 
last two rounds of the Accuracy event, gave it priority over 
the World Championships. Therefore, even with perfect 
weather conditions the WPC in CRW was not completed.

CIP Safety Survey
Two International Technical Congresses had now been 

held in France and Denmark in order to share information 
and statistics concerning safety an4 training. The CIP 
decided that its role should not and could not be to dictate 
to National Parachuting Associations, but merely be in 
accordance with the FAI statutes to provide for assembl­
ing analysing and distributing information and statistics.

With this in mind the CIP had collected data over a three 
year period from 1985 to 1987 (details included in a sepa­
rate article). The Aero Club of Ireland will be hosting the 
Third Technical Congress in Dublin 27/29 Sept 89 and the 
BPA will be hosting the Fourth at Bisham Abbey in Berk­
shire, 27/28 Sept 90 in conjunction with an International 
Riggers Convention. Those responsible for safety and 
training within each International Federation will be 
invited along with all Parachute Manufacturers.

1988 FAI Rules
for the Style and Accuracy (S&A) Events 
Style Penalties

Once again the penalties and scoring system have been 
changed for the style event. The 1988 system was very 
unpopular with the majority of jumpers and judges at the 
19th WPC in S&A in Sweden in 1988. The new system 
goes back to proportioning a deviation into smaller incre­
ments and appointing certain penalties to each increment. 
This was based on a proposal by the Czechs which found 
support at the 19th WPC.
Drift

The only other change to style was the introduction of a 
rule that will award any competitor a rejump if their hori­
zontal drift is greater than 10 degrees during a perfor­
mance of their series.

1.5 metre Pad
In the Accuracy event a 1.5 metre pad or Automatic 

Measuring Device (AMD) was introduced as a recommen­
dation for 1989. This new AMD consists of a 1.5 metre pad 
which reads 16 cm wherever it is struck. On top of this will 
be placed a standard sized pad which overrides the larger 
one. The first point of contact will be recorded. Therefore 
anyone striking with a rear foot or any other part of their 
anatomy off of the small pad will score 16 cms. This will 
solve an age old problem that Accuracy Judges have had 
with assessing strikes close to the pad.
Artificial Pits

The only drawback to the 1.5 metre pad system is the 
difficulty in levelling the pea gravel under such a large 
pad. This can be solved by the use of artificial foam rubber 
pits which have now been used successfully in some 
countries.
Accuracy Seeding

The scores from the official practise jum p will now be 
used to seed the competitors into the jum p order for the 
Accuracy Event. The highest scoring will jump first and 
the lowest will jump last.
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1989 FAI Rules for Canopy Relative Work Events
No Malfunction Re jumps

The major change in CRW rules this year deals with the 
problem of rejumps due to canopy malfunction. This 
problem came up at the WPC in Vichy where the US team 
claimed a rejump due to a malfunction sometime into the 
dive. In the rules now, a canopy malfunction is no longer 
grounds for a rejump, but instead every team will have a 
throwaway round in each event.
Points in Time 

The scoring for Rotations has reverted back to the old 
system of number of points in a working time of two 
minutes.
4 Way Sequential

Some blocks and formations have been removed. The 
pool now consists of 16 blocks and 16 formations. All 
plane formations have been taken out of the 4 way 
sequential dive pool.
1989 FAI Rules for the RW Events 
Semi-Finals and Finals

In order to add some spice to a 10 round Meet, a Semi- 
Final and Final round cut off has been introduced. After 8 
rounds the top 50% will go onto the semi-final round 9 
and after round 9, 50% (or a minimum of 6 teams) will 
jump the final round. This system was used at the 1988 
British Nationals where it was successful in providing 
also-ran teams with an extra chance for achievement, i.e. 
making the Semi-Finals or Finals. It also focuses interest 
and excitement towards the conclusion of a Competition, 
which is attractive to competitors, the Public and the 
Media.
Leg Locks

The CIP RW sub-committee had received over the last 
12 months a mixed reception to the continued inclusion of 
leg-lock dives in the Dive Pool. Those teams at the top, 
who could do them, wanted them to remain, whilst the 
less experienced teams who had trouble with them, 
wanted them removed. With this in mind the committee 
wrote a compromise rule whereby the leg-lock Block and 
Formation will only be included in the draw for the Semi- 
Final and Final rounds. It will then be easy in the future to 
extend them to all rounds if the demand is there.
Jump Order

At future WPC's and W/C's the drawn jump order will 
be changed after the completion of a full Round or 
Rounds, so that the lowest scoring teams will jump first 
and the highest scoring teams last. This system has been 
used successfully in the Accuracy Event.
RW Dive Changes 

In both the 4 and 8 way Dive Pools all individual scoring 
formations have been changed wherever they already 
appeared as 1st or 2nd points in the blocks. In addition to 
this some completely new blocks and formations have 
been added or changed slightly as follows:- 
4-way
N ew  block - No 5 (Note, the sub groups must display 180 
degrees o f  their circumference before their outside grips 
are p icked  up, as p er  the written rule for specified inters). 
N ew  formations - D,E,F,H,J,K,M  
Changed slightly - blocks 9 and 19
8-way
N ew  blocks Nos. 6,15,17,19,24
N ew  formations - A,C,H
Changed slightly - blocks 10,11,12,13,21,22

Future FAI Meets
One of the important roles of CIP is that of selecting 

venues for all World Championships and World Cups. 
The following is a list of meets for the future:- 
1989 - 8th WPC in RW
21st Sept - 1st Oct in Ampuriabrava/Gerona, Spain 
Aircraft Cassa 212
This meet will be a show case for the Sport aimed at 
impressing the 1992 Olympic Committee in Barcelona. 
Mini Meets of S&A and CRW will take place on the last 
few days for display purposes.
1989 - 5th WC of Champions in Accuracy 
14th - 20th Oct in Chengdu, China 
Aircraft - AN2's
1989 - 2nd WPC in Paraski
1st - 8th April in Damuls, Austria 
Aircraft - Hughes 500 Helicopters
1990 - 20th WPC in S&A
Bled, Yugoslavia 
Aircraft AN2's
1990 - 4th WPC CRW
Thailand
1991 - 3rd WPC Paraski
Wengen, Switzerland
1991 - 2 Bids to host a 6th WC of Champions in Accuracy
1 - Ankara, Turkey
2 - Argentina
A decision will be made at the 1990 CIP Conference.
1991
There is a possibility that the first World Air Games in 
France will be the venue for the 9th WPC in RW
1992-21st WPC in S&A
2 bids from Spain and Poland

CIP Logo and New Names Contest
Two Contests were run to find a potential logo for the 

CIP, and alternative names that better describe our vari­
ous disciplines in the public and media. This was adver­
tised in the October Issue of Sport Parachutist. Several 
submissions were received for both contests, but only one 
logo entry however was received from Great Britain.

So many thanks to Chris Mills from Shropshire for his 
efforts.

Apart from my own, no name change suggestions were 
submitted from BPA members.

The winner of the logo contest was a simple, modern, 
abstract design.

Three of my own suggestions for name changes were 
chosen.
RW  • "Team Formation Skydiving"
CRW ■ "Canopy Formation"
Style ■ "Freefall Gymnastics"

There was a draw for first place for the new Accuracy 
name.
1 ■ "Accuracy landings" from Dirk Boiudan o f Belgium.
2 ■ "Individual Accuracy,, from Mike Ravnitzky o f the USA 
(although I don't see how this is any change at all!).

There is no guarantee that any of these names or the 
winning logo will actually be adopted by CIP. This will be 
decided at the next CIP Conference.

Note:- The Written Rules and Dive Sheets for all Discip­
lines can be obtained from the BPA office.
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You’ll be glad you did.

poro-qeor
For the most complete selection of equipment in the 
industry, consult our 176 page catalog.

equipment co.
D ivision of B A C H M A N  E N TE R P R IS E S , INC.

3 8 3 9  W .O A K T O N  S T R E E T  • S K O K IE , IL L IN O IS  6 0 0 7 6  U SA • ( 3 1 2 ) 6 7 9 - 5 9 0 5  •  T E L E X : 7 2 4 4 3 8  
O rd e r  D esk  Toll F re e  Num ber: (8 00 )323-0437  (Outside Illinois Only) I

Dealer Inquiries Invited I_______

Mem ber Parachute Equipment Industry Assn.E  is s s  0 0 , VISA*

Dive into to G e a r  First!



CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISMENTS

Brand new S w ift reserve £350
Also com ple te rig , racer, cruiselite. Phantom  24 (tested 
and cleared) £600

Amanda Kenny - 0622 891292 (Home) 
01-593-7411 (Work)

Blue chaser, m in i rings/risers, blues, silver, purple 
m averik 100 jum ps. Preserve IV passed acid te s t unused. 
Ready to  jum p fo r  £850.

Call Andrew  0226 744998(Home) 
0924 443511 (Office)

SST Racer and Reserve fo r  sale. Harness and container: 
size sm all. Ideal fo r  sm all person. Excellent cond ition, 
on ly  one hundred and f if ty  jumps. Deploym ent:- pull-out.

£300 Tel: 01-651-3642 a fter 8 p.m.

Red and black m edium  sized chaser. Creamy w h ite  
pegasus w ith  red and black inner cells. K it bag and 
packing m at £380.

Phone: Charlie 0533 768975

Complete system - purp le /p ink/g rey cruislrte, sw ift 
reserve - bo th  unused. Jo Sco tt tracer, grey w ith  
burgundy tr im  - th ro w aw ay  (approx. 200 jum ps) £1100 
ono.

Contact Jane: 0705 527092 a fter 6 p.m.

Complete K it: Jetstream  copy-red legstrap th row aw ay. 
M ain: lig h tw e ig h t cloud-red, w h ite , blue. Reserve: 2 6 'T ri 
Con £350.

Contact 09274 25308(evenings)

Super student free fa ll rig , G.Q. aeroconical R /W /B 
superb A1 cond ition  th roughou t, jum ped once only. 2 
stage dep loym ent system 1 pin rack. Pack and harness 
custom  b u ilt  as one com plete u n it using on ly  th e  best 
hardware, pack and harness m aterials th roughout. 
N ew  hotdog R/W. Cost new  £507, w ill accept £350 or vno 

Contact Chris 0691 654256 (evenings and weekends).

G.Q. un it, w h ite  spectrum . Canopy risers, bag and 
th ro w aw ay  £100 ono.

Tel: W alter on 061 798 9380 
o r 061 727 8317 (days)

Com plete system  - black racer, 200 jum ps, good 
cond ition. Phantom  24 reserve never used £800. Also 
available: parabag, a ltim aste r II, custom  jum psu it and 
paralert (never used)

Phone Dave 011785 7900

W onderhog II w ith  a be lly band th row aw ay. 26ft lopo 
reserve. Both in very good cond ition  £170.

Contact Tony M ather 01 540 5077 (home) 
0306 740123 x3659(work)

French paraboots - never w o rn  size 43 (90k) £27.
Contact A. W ilson 0555 4954.

Cloud new th ro w aw ay Talisman Reserve (blue) in black 
eagle system w ill sp lit. Ideal fo r club o r 1st t im e  k it. No 
reasonable offer refused.

Contact 0373 826401 (Home) 
0373 827777(Work)

C om plete rig. Heavyweight cloud in Jetstream , reserve 
Protec helmet. A ltim aster III £550.
Com plete rig. U n it in Jetstream . Reserve £400

Tel: 0432 277504

SST Racer, Throw away, lig h t grey/red. PD 190, silver, 
blue, pink, 120 jum ps. Phantom 24, m odded, passed 
Bromoscresol test. Less than 1 year old. Excellent 
cond ition  £1100 ono.

Tel: Gareth: 021 708 0726

Zerox (black, silver, red) (pu llou t) Invader 370R (unused) 
D.O.M. June 87 G.Q. rayder, ra inbow  colours 180 jum ps 
a ll in v.g.c. £725 ono.

Phone: 0204 64567

Cessna 180 parts, unused. 1 Fin 1 Rudder 2 Flaps 2 3Albs 
dry chemical extinguisher, price by negotiation. 
Reasonable prices apply

Tel: 0725 21102

TSE Jetstream  Rig, th ro w aw ay deploym ent, un it main 
26' lopo steerable reserve. A ll in good cond ition  £400.

Roger 0708 27865 or A.I.

Chaser w ith  fire lite  main, navy green orange, 30 jum ps 
Phantom 22 reserve. Ready to  ju m p  £1050.

Call Tony Haynes 0603 737361 
ext. 432 (daytime).

Com plete system dark blue Tracer, Fury (matching 
blues). Phantom 26 (Kevlar M od. unused). Pull-out 
deploym ent, 18 jum ps only, as new  cond ition  £900 ono.

Tel: 0271 63252 (evenings)

Com plete System PD190 TSE Chaser, Black. Phantom 24 
reserve, unused. A ll k it  in excellent cond ition, approx 
50 jum ps. £1200 ono.

Contact: Alan Hiddleston 0698 844990

Com plete k it. Chaser, M averick 220 jum ps. Preserve IV, 
A lti, Bag, jum psu it. Protec £800.

Contact: C liff Burgin 01 422 5841

Reserve. Need a reserve to  ge t you over th e  present 
troubles? Talisman, blue v.g.c. open to  offers

Tel: 0373 826401

G lide Path Raider 9 cell fast turns. Lots o f fun w ith  
Superflare fo r im pressive T ip Toe Landings. Nice Colours 
Electric B lue/ S ilver Grey/Bronze on ly  150 Jumps. £450

Tel: 0373 826401

Pioneer T itan (270 Sq. Ft.) and Talisman reserve in red 
Jetstream . Suitable fo r  "w e ll b u ilt"  jum pers o r firs t 
Square rig. Business com m itm ents forces sale. £500

Tel: M ike on 0242 44701

Chaser, Preserve IV, pegasus m ain (the la test type). 
As new £800 ono. Acid tested O.K.

Contact Peter Kershaw 0625 874262

Com plete system, excellent cond ition  Xerox (colour 
blues) w ith  M averick (blues) on ly  25 jum ps. Phantom 24 
reserve, never used. £1000

Contact B. David 0639 630968

Genesis container; black w ith  diagonal p ink stripe; sm all 
size; 50 jum ps on ly  - im m aculate cond ition ; main 
container size: W ild fire ; £200 
Phantom 22 reserve - never jum ped; £320

Contact A llison 01 421 1700

The BPA does not guarantee 
equipment bought and sold 
through the Sport Parachutist 
Journal. Purchasers are advised to 
use the services of approved 
riggers.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS COST:
£2.50 PER 30 WORDS. ANYTHING OVER 30 WORDS WILL BE CHARGED AN

ADDITIONAL £2.50

a > / * 6

Manufacturers of Quality Sports Goods 

UNIT B18

Brunswick Ent. Centre 

Brunswick Business Park 

Liverpool L3 480 

Tel: 051 709 4807

Dear Reader,

As you can see from tne 
above address AIR CARE 
have moved. Happily we 
have found that due to 
your continued support the 
company has 
found the need 
to expand and 
so is moving 
into larger 
premises. The 
move will assist us in our 
aim to  provide you with an 
even fa s te r and more 
effic ien t service. The extra  
space will also allow us to  
add to  our range of 
products. To begin with 
warm wear will be the main 
addition and, like our 
already popular Jumpsuits 
and Parabags, will be of 
high quality, a t affordable  
prices. If you don’t apply 
fo r our catalogue 
immediately then we intend 

to  send in the
i heavies who will 
! give you an 

j f f e r  you can’t  
Frefuse. So send 
or caii fo r our 

la tes t catalogue.

Remember we are never too 

busy to  chat about your 

individual requirements.

If you are unable to  call 
during the day then please 
leave your name and number 
on the answer machine so 
we can contact you the  
next day.

Thanks fo r reading. A 
special thanks to  all our 
custom ers.

See you on the 89  circuit.
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Report 
on the first two 

Council Meetings of 1989
At the first, or inaugural Council meeting for 1989 very 

little business was transacted other than the election of 
Officers of the Association. Jim Crocker was returned 
unopposed to the position of Chairman, David Hickling 
as Vice-Chairman and Chairman Development Commit­
tee, John Lines, Treasurer and Tony Knight Chairman 
Safety and Training Committee were all re-elected unop­
posed to the positions they held previously. Doug 
Peacock was unanimously voted to the position of Chair­
man Competitions Committee after Dave Howerski and 
Gerry O 'Hara had declined the nomination. Amanda 
Kenny becomes Club Secretary.

Council Meeting 24th January 1989.
This was a long, well attended meeting, with only two 

Council members absent , Tony Knight due to ill health 
and Lofty Thomas who was away at C.I.P. Additional to a 
number of observers both the Association's Vice-Presi­
dents attended; John Meacock and Charles Shea- 
Simonds.

There were four major items for discussion and a couple 
which will become so at future meetings.

The first arose from the presentation of the S.T.C. 
m inutes and the position vis-a-vis the grounding of 
reserves with 'acid m esh'. Considerable concern was 
expressed by many Council members at the seeming 
length of time being taken to resolve the problem. G.Q. do 
appear to be taking a responsible attitude, but it was the 
lack of response from the other manufacturers which 
caused most concern. It was resolved that continuing 
pressure would be kept on the other manufacturers to 
consider the solution promulgated by G.Q. or to come up 
with an alternative that would be acceptable to the Shirley 
Institute and therefore the Association. It was considered 
important, by Council, that manufacturers be made aware 
that the Association is prepared to do all it can on behalf of 
its members.

The actual formation of committees (who would serve) 
is also a major agenda item at the start of a new year. This 
year, additionally, there was the formation of a 'new ' com­
mittee to be decided in its construction and terms of refer­
ence. The idea of a management committee had been dis­
cussed over the previous year. It had become apparent 
that there was a need for a committee to handle the 'day to 
day' administrative work of Council; relieving Council of 
some of the very time consuming discussion and deci­
sions that encroach on meeting time which should be 
spent on policy and direction matters.

It was decided that this committee would replace both 
Finance and Development but would retain the title 'De­
velopment' as this would be in keeping with the Develop­
ment Plan and our commitment to Sports Council. It was 
proposed that John Lines became Chairman with David 
Hickling taking on the role of Vice-Chairman to this Com­
mittee. They would be joined on this Committee by: Jim 
Crocker, Tony Knight, Doug Peacock, Amanda Kenny, 
Gerry O 'Hara, John Curtis, Chris Thomas and Dave How­
erski.

It was made clear that any Council member who chose 
could attend any meeting, and to this end the Agenda for 
this committee would be circulated in good time to all 
Council members. The safeguard being that should there 
be any item on the agenda a Council member wished to 
have an input on, they could either attend the meeting, or 
if unable to attend, veto either a decision or recommenda­
tion being made on that item until a full Council meeting.

The minutes would then be circulated to all Council 
members and would be full m inutes to reflect the discus­
sion behind the recommendations. The recommendations 
would then be summarised at the end. Thus at a Council 
meeting it would not be necessary to rehash the commit­
tee meeting, but only to make decisions based on the 
recommendations.

Competitions Committee, chaired by Doug Peacock 
shall consist of, Lofty Thomas, Dave Johnston, Amanda 
Kenny and Steve Treble with the right to co-opt represen­
tative competitors from each discipline w hen and if it 
should prove necessary.

A report was circulated at the meeting regarding Carol 
Saunders' resignation as Editor of The Sport Parachutist 
Magazine. The next (February) issue; and possibly the 
April one will be produced by a caretaker team whilst a 
new Editor or Editorial team is sought. Various people 
had already expressed an interest and a meeting would be 
called between all those interested to 'brain storm' the 
future of the Magazine. A notice would be sent to all clubs 
asking for additional volunteers to come forward.

The A.G.M. was discussed and various points of dis­
satisfaction were aired. It was proposed that the National 
Development Officer should prepare a proposal for the 
next Development Meeting to cover the Venue, Timings, 
Format and Conduct of both the Instructors Convention 
and the Annual General Meeting for 1990.

Dave Johnston presented a paper he had prepared with 
regard to his concern at the possible insurance risk of 'out 
training'. After discussion it was felt that this was a matter 
for S.T.C. and would be referred to that committee.

Jim Crocker then reported to the meeting on the discus­
sions taking place with the C.A.A. regarding the Air Navi­
gation Order (4th Amendment) 1988 which is currently 
before the Houses of Parliament. (A copy of this order has 
been circulated to all clubs.) The various proposals con­
tained within this Order could have serious consequences 
for parachuting operations and strong representation 
against these are being made by Jim Crocker, Charles 
Shea-Simonds and the Royal Aero Club. Jim Crocker 
stated he would keep Council informed of the progress 
being made to fight this order.

Under Any Other Business, Chris Thomas had asked 
for an item entitled B.P. A. Policy and Disciplinary Action 
to be placed on the Agenda. He then handed the floor to 
Dave Turner who presented to Council a paper he had 
compiled objecting to various anonymous papers which 
currently circulated through the sport - one from a Brad 
Smallpiece giving a resume of Council nominees and the 
other entitled The Drop Zone and Personality Directory
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1988. Both contained material that caused considerable 
offence and distress to those individuals and drop zones 
selected for castigation.

There was a great deal of discussion and comment from 
Council members who agreed that they had found these 
items to be offensive. It was agreed by Council that their 
wholesale condemnation of the material, and whoever 
had perpetrated them should be made known to the mem­
bership. Additionally, Susan Dixon was to take the 
offending material to the Police the following day to report 
it and seek their advice as to the best course of action to 
take to discover the authors.

The next meeting of Council will be 7th March 1989, at 
the BPA offices, starting at 6.30 p.m.

NOT COLLECTING 'AIRMILES'?
If you are not collecting 'Airmiles' why not send 
them to the B.P. A. who are. They will be used as 
part of the fund to assist the British National Team 
over the coming year. Any donation of 'Airmiles' 
should be sent direct to the B.P.A. offices.

QUALITY defines"it AL0NE

LIFE ASSURANCE 
FOR SKYDIYERS

Why pay excessive premiums because you 
indulge in our safe and very wonderful sport? 

Very reasonable rates available from leading UK 
insurance companies for all types of life 
assurance including mortgage related policies.

Details available from :

Life & Financial Consultancy Services Ltd 
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISORS 
Manchester. 

Tel: 061 228 7031 

CONTACT: JOHN HOWARTH D5702

TALON
Simply the Best!

Authorised dealer 
RWSuits
Sweeps Cottage, 
Lower Maescoed, 
Hereford.
HR2 OHP 
0 8 7 -3 8 7 -6 2 8

Major canopy dealers 
incl. FTS inc. PD etc 
in stock now;- 
Talons PDs Swifts 
also a good selection of used gear 
full rigging repairs and service 
call for details w/e JSPC N/AVON ask for Jo Scott
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THE BRITISH PARACHUTE 
ASSOCIATION 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 
MEETING

7th DECEMBER 1988

Present:
J. Crocker - Chairman BPA
D. Hickling - Vice Chairman BPA
J.K. Lines - Treasurer/Chairman Finance Committee
S. Eversfield ■ Chairman Competitions Committee
A. Knight ■ Chairman Safety & Training Committee
P. Lambson
J. Meacock
K. Noble
J. Thomas
S. Treble
J. Curtis (missing on original)

In Attendance:
A.K. Butler -JNCSOBPA
S. D ixon-NDOBPA 
J.Hitchen -JNCSOBPA

Apologies
D. Howerski, G. O'Hara 

Observers:
Dick Gays, Dave Penny, Amanda Kenny, Dave Tylcoat,
Rob Colpus, Paul Austin, Pete Allum.

It was proposed by Steve Eversfield and seconded by 
Kerry Noble that the minutes of the meeting of 27th October 
be accepted as a true record.

Carried Unanimously

Item 60/88 (3.2.7) first paragraph, line 6, proposed by 
John Lines that the word 'will' in "will result in" should be 
'may' as that more truely reflects the discussion.
(4. (1) first paragraph, last sentence. Tony Knight proposed 
that sentence be deleted.
Accepting the above amendments it was proposed by Steve 
Treble and seconded by John Curtis that the minutes of the 
meeting of Council of 27th October be accepted as a true 
record.

Carried Unanimously

There were no matters arising from the Minutes, that would 
not be dealt with as main agenda items during this meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORT
(i) Safety and Training Committee, 1st December 1988
Tony Knight stated that the main item of discussion at that 
meeting had been the grounding of Reserve Parachutes but 
asked for any questions or comments on the Minutes prior to 
covering the main item. John Curtis asked why the 
requirement for two Instructors to be present during a 
student parachuting operation at Movenis, Northern Ireland 
had not been on the agenda, as had been requested at the 
last Council Meeting. Tony Knight stated that this had been 
omitted from the Agenda, which was an obersight, and 
would be a main agenda item at the next meeting. There was 
some discussion around this point, although Council 
members felt they did not want to discuss an item in depth 
that was a matter for Safety and Training, however it wasfelt 
that this could well be a requirement for all clubs, and not 
just Northern Ireland.
Tony Knight then stated that the position vis a vis the 
grounding of reserves was well covered in the various Safety 
Notices and Statements that had been issued and that 
nothing during the past week had occurred to alterthe BPA's 
position. John Hitchen stated that the situation had 
developed an International aspect, and that both the Dutch 
and Danish federations were in weekly contact with the BPA. 
Jim Crocker proposed that the meeting formally ratified the 
minutes.

Carried Unanimously

(ii) Development Committee, 7th November 1988
Due to the Development Committee's Chairman's holiday, 
the draft minutes had not been approved and circulated. 
Susan Dixon, NDO reported on the minutes, and any 
subsequent updates to the meeting.
a. The BPA 'corporate' brochure was now in print, and copies 
had been circulated to all Council Members, and Clubs. This 
was available for clubs to purchase from the Association at 
basic print cost price, i.e. 10p per copy. Several clubs had 
already placed orders.
b. The Link '88 exhibition had been attended Nov. 30/Dec 1 
by Susan Dixon, supported by Angela Middleton. The public 
attendance at the exhibition had been disappointing, and 
there had been no obvious interest expressed 'on the day’. 
Subsequently there had been follow up telephone and 
written enquiries which were being pursued.
c. John Lines and David Hickling, as a result of their meetings 
with the Staff over the past weeks, proposed to Council that 
the senior staff by invited to join Council members at the 
table and to take part in discussions and debate on an equal 
footing with Council members, although without any voting 
rights. This proposal was endorsed by the Chairman and 
after some discussion was voted on. Proposed by John 
Lines, seconded by David Hickling

Carried Unanimously

d. Affinity Visa Card. Susan Dixon reported on meetings with 
the 'broker' Finite pic and the 'Bank' Benefit Bank pic and 
gave a summary of early negotiations. Council supported 
the idea in principle and asked the NDO to continue with 
discussions, to put the finite proposal to Council before any 
formal contracts are signed.
e. Channel 4. Susan Dixon reported that a meeting with 
Adrian Metcalf of Channel 4 confirmed Sport Parachuting 
had won the right to an hours worth of T.V. coverage on 
Channel 4 in 1989 as a result of the Challenge to Sport 
programme. However, it was very difficult to get Channel 4 
to commit themselves to exactly when and how.
f. Sports Council. We had now received our 4th quarter 
payment. The grants unit is still asking for more detailed 
information on the accounts. The office had replied asking 
for more information from the Sports Council on their 
requirements before committing time and effort on work, 
which, may again prove to be not quite what is required.

AFFILIATION REQUESTS
(i) London Parachute Schools - C. Francis
The affiliation was granted with the proviso that there should 
be no adverse response to the enquiries sent out to 
neighbouring dubs. The Coaches confirmed that the club 
had made arrangements to borrow progression equipment, 
and would offer full progression to any student wishing it.
It was reiterated by all Council members that thiswas a core 
issue relating to any application for affiliation - that either a 
parachute club was a full parachuting operation offering 
facilities for progression, or it was not and would not be 
affiliated by Council.
(ii) Eaglescott - D. Tylcoat
The Chairman reported that Dave recognised that due to 
marital difficulties there were still membership numbers 
unaccounted foe and therefore sums due to the Association 
from his Lincoln operation. Dave Tylcoat had offered to 
make payment in full to the Association, however he 
requested that all efforts be made to extract from Mrs. 
Tylcoat the Pink Forms which would show that the numbers 
in question had not been allocated. This would be done and 
when returned, any monies due would be refunded to Dave 
Tylcoat.
Subject to receipt of the above cheque, and as in the 
previous application, acceptable response from 
neighbouring clubs, the affiliation would be granted. There 
were several questions and discussion regarding a 
recommendation from the JNCSO's that 2 Instructors be 
present at all times during student parachuting. Dave 
Tylcoat made the point that this was a newimposition on the 
club, and as such was not yet a general recommendation of 
STC. He would request that until such time as it was agreed 
generally by STC or given time, he had access at all times to 
another Instructor he be allowed to continue as he has been 
operating over the past months. This was granted.
Council agreed, subject to the above detailed provisos, both 
affiliation requests be granted.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEW FEES 1989/90
A paper had been circulated with proposed 
recommendations for 1989/90 fees based on a 10 per cent 
increase. There was considerable discussion, based on a 
previous decision that any recommendation would only be 
inline with inflation. The general concensus appeared to be 
an inflation rate of between 6 and 7 per cent. It was agreed 
that the recommendation would be made based on an 
increase of 7 per cent. It would be the perogative of the 
membership at the AGM to accept this figure, or not.
Kerry Noble commented on a paper circulated at the 
meeting, raised by the PDOA's and submitted to 
Development for discussion. Due to an oversight this had 
not been raised at the last Development Committee meeting. 
The paper proposed changes in the conversion system in 
terms of cost and month's split. There was considerable 
discussion and the PDOA's was thanked for their work and 
effort to simplify the system. No change was considered 
necessary at this time.

C.I.P.
There was discussion resulting from a letter Lofty Thomas 
submitted to the Chairman suggesting a cchange in the C.I.P. 
delegate and alternate delegate.

The delegate for the following year is usually decided at the 
Inaugural Council meeting. There is no reason why this 
decision should not be made at a later meeting, as it was only 
necessary to decide in time for the F.A.I. General Conference. 
Rob Colpus said he would let the office know the date of that 
Conference. A letter is to go to all Clubs asking those people 
who wish to be considered for the post of C.I.P. Delegate to 
submit a C.V. to the incoming Council.

UNION EUROPEAN SKYDIVING
The Coaches had presented a paper to Council outlining 
their reservations regarding the proposed Union. During 
discussion it emerged that Council felt C.I.P. could fulfill all 
the requirements of the Union, without the cost of setting up 
another organisation. A European 'closed shop' would 
exclude the Nordic countries and was not in the best 
interests of safety and the sport as a whole. It would also 
result in greater expenditure which could not be afforded in 
the present economic climate.

YOUTH IN THE AIR
The Association agreed to offer prizes of two tandem jumps 
or static line parachute jump - whichever the prizewinners 
chose.
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
There had been no written input regarding this idea since the 
last meeting. It was proposed that a Management 
Committee would combine the functions of Finance and 
Development. The agenda for each meeting would be 
circulated to all Council members at least 7 days before the 
meeting, with fuller agenda description or supporting notes 
so that any Council members could ask for an item to be 
discussed but not decided finally at that meeting. This 
committee, consisting of all elected offers, staff and three 
other persons, could be attended by any Council member, 
would handle the drudgery and leave Council free to decide 
policy.
This item caused far ranging discussion and it was felt that if 
the proposal to reduce the number of Council members is 
passed at the AGM then full Council could in future take on 
this role again.

WILD GEESE
Dave Penny was present at the meeting, and Council had 
before them his letter appealing against the decision of STC 
that only one student per pass was to be despatched.
There was sympathy for Dave Penny, however Council did 
not feel they could overrule this decision by STC.
No support for Dave Penny was forthcoming from the 
Council table.

BARRY BIAS
A letter to the Chairman had been circulated to all Council 
members. After considerable discussion it was felt that this 
matter had been aired on several occasions in the past and 
Barry had had a more than fair hearing.
The Chairman stated he would reply to the letter, he 
understood that the time had now elapsed and that 6. Bias 
could now re-apply for his Advanced rating, and that no 
benefit would come from discussion or pursuing this further.

FAX MACHINE COPIER
Susan Dixon stated that over £90 had been spent during the 
previous three weeks on the use of a Fax machine. The 
Coaches felt it was essential as a safety matter to have our 
own Fax machine. Council agreed.
Susan Dixon also presented the case to upgrade the 
Association's copier. She was charged by Council with 
finding the best deal for the Association.

AIR MILES
Council endorsed a proposal from a Memberthat a note be 
put into the magazine appealing for members to send any Ai 
Miles stamps etc. to the office to be accumulated for the 
British Team Fund.

A.O.B.
1. Rob Colpus - The Russians
Rob asked that the Association consider the possibility of 
inviting the Russian Team to take part in our National 
Championships. At both Vichy and Brazil after discussion 
with the Russian Head of Delegation he was told that the 
Russions would love to visit the U.K. and would offer an 
exchange visit. Susan Dixon was tasked with evaluating the 
costings and in drafting a letter to the Heead of the Russian 
Parachute Federation on a Chairman to Chairman basis.
2. John Hitchen asked for and was granted permission to 
offer to host the 1990 Safety Congress (C.I.P.) and the next 
available C.I.P. meeting in the U.K. Susan Dixon reported 
that she had already done some preparatory work on the 
Safety Congress and it appeared it would be possible to 
organise it at not cost to the Association.
3. Jim Crocker reported on a meeting he had with Charles 
Port, which resulted in a reduction in the settlement amount 
offered to him on the dis-establishment of the position of 
Secretary General. Jim also reported that due to other 
commitments Charles Port had withdrawn his nomination 
for the 1989 Council.
4. John Meacock reported on a meeting and correspondence 
he was having with the CAA: (Charles Shea-Simonds was 
also involved) on proposed changes to the Air Navigation 
Order which would result in parachuting Aircraft having to 
be registered on the PublicTransportAirwork register which 
would involve clubs in greatly increased costs and much 
more frequent 'checks'. John stated that this would be 
fought vigourously and he would keep Council informed.
5. John Lines advised Council that John Hitchen had 
requested him to look at and review the Pension 
arrangements that currently pertained for the senior staff 
and this he had undertaken.
6 . British Parachute Schools. David Hickling presented a case 
to Council for British Parachute Schools to apply for a loan. 
He had just learned that all three legs on the Islander have to 
be replaced at a toal cost of approximately £18,000 plus VAT. 
He applied to Council for consideration of a loan of £5,000. 
Council agreed in principle providing all the usual 
safeguards are met.
This was approved unanimously (the Vice-Chairman 
abstained from voting).
7. Jim Crocker proposed a vote of thanks to the staff fortheir 
work and effort during a difficult year. He also asked for 
Council'sthanksforthe sandwiches thegirls in the office had 
prepared for the meetings.
8. John Curtis proposed a voe of thanks for the work that had 
gone into the production of the Brochure which he stated 
wasthe most professional thing he had seen fora long time. 
He also proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman, who in 
turn thanked all Council members fortheir support and work 
throughout the year.



Addendum to the Minutes of 7th December 1988.
Item 78/88 (3)
Council wished it to be clearly understood that book-keeping 
discrepencies came to light after the departure of the 
Secretary General, that these amounted to £1,100 to £1,200. 
as a result of a meeting between the ex-Secretary General, 
the Chairman BPA and Treasurer BPA, the settlement figure 
offered to the ex-Secretary General was re-negotiated 
downwards by £3,000.

BRITISH PARACHUTE 
ASSOCIATION LIMITED 

MINUTES of the 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

held at the 
PENGUIN LEICESTER HOTEL 

SATURDAY 14th JANUARY 1989 
3.00 p.m.

Present:
Chairman - J.T. Crocker 
Treasurer- J.K. Lines

In Attendance:
National Development Officer- Susan Dixon 
Members Present: 303

Apologies for Absence:
K. Noble, P. Gibbs, F. Ryland, T. Butler, M. McCarthy,
J. Boxall

REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP
Before presenting the formal report to the Membership, the 
Chairman, J.T. Crocker, reported on the sad and early death 
due to cancer, of Terry Jickells earlier in the week. Terry had 
been a member of the first team to represent Great Britain 
at an international parachuting championship and had 
contributed greatly in the early days to the development of 
the Sport. A note of condolence had been sent from the 
Association toTerry'swidowand M. McCarthy and J. Boxall 
were attending the funeral today, which is why they were 
unable to be at this meeting.
J.T. Crocker further reported on a microlighting accident 
which had left one of our members, Mick Farrell, severely 
injured, and J.T. Crocker called on those present who knew 
Mick to let him know that we wish him a speedy recovery. 
The Chairman then read the Annual Report to the 
Membership present. The report is attached as an 
addendum to these Minutes and will be published in full in 
the February issue of the 'Sport Parachutist' magazine. 
Proposed by: G.C.P. Shea-Simonds, seconded by S. Ward, 
that the Annual Report be accepted.

Unanimous.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR ENSUING YEAR
The Treasurer, John Lines, gave a short presentation of the 
Association's financial situation: the full report and accounts 
having been presented and accepted at the Extraordinary 
General Meeting on 27th October 1988.
In accordance with a decision made several years ago, John 
Lines presented to the meeting the proposal of the outgoing 
Council that the membership subscriptions be increased in 
line with the current inflation figure, and that Council had 
taken 7% (seven percent) to be a reasonably true figure for 
current, and projected future inflation. Thus it was proposed 
that the subscription renewal rate be increased from £25.00 
per annum to £26.75 per annum and that all other classes of 
membership subscription would be on a pro-rata basis. 
Proposed by: J.K. Lines and seconded by R. Ellis

Unanimous

SPECIAL BUSINESS
a. J.K. Lines presented his proposal that the number of 
Council Members be reduced from the present 18 elected 
members to 12 elected members. J.K. Lines explained the 
reasoning behind his proposal; thata smaller Council would 
be a tighter more efficient Council, but would also give the 
Membership a more democratic say in the construction of 
their Council. Over the past five years the average number of 
candidates has been 21 and in 1986 there was not even an 
election as only 18 jcandidates stood. The average 
attendance at Council Meetings is 12, and only 12% of the full 
membership bothered to vote for their Council.
G.C.P. Shea-Simonds seconded the proposal and outlined 
the very serious dangers from outside agencies that 
currently threaten our Sport in this Country and called for a 
smaller, tighter, more aggressive Council to fight on behalf 
of Sport Parachuting.
There then followed a very lively debate from the floor of the 
meeting, with many members expressing strongly held 
opinions both for and against the proposal.
Once those who wished to make a point had had their say, 
the Chairman, J. Crocker, called for a vote of the proposal 
that:

With effect from the Election for the 1990 British Parachute 
Association Council, that the 1990 Council and subsequent 
ones, be reduced in size so as to consist of not more than 12 
elected members, excluding co-opted members. Proposed 
by J.K. Lines and seconded by G.C.P. Shea-Simonds.
A show of hands indicated a close vote, and therefore 
non-members were asked to step forward to act as tellers 
and a count was called for.
For the proposal 153 
Against the proposal 129

The proposal was carried

b. J.K. Lines had further proposed that each member of this 
smaller Council be elected for a two year term of office, and 
this proposal was seconded by G.C.P. Shea-Simonds. This 
had formed part of J.K. Lines' original presented and had 
been debated with the issue of a reduced Council and was 
therefore voted on immediately followingthe first half of the 
proposal.
For the proposal 53 - this proposal was defeated by a 
substantial majority.
c. J.K. Lines, as Treasurer and Chairman of the Finance 
Committee, presented the proposal from that Committee 
that:
Minutes of meetings, other than the Safety and Training 
Committee, are no longer published in full in The Sport 
Parachutist' magazine. A synopsis of each meeting will be 
published instead, with matters of special interest reported 
on in greater depth. The minutes will be available to any full 
member, upon request to the B.P.A. Head Office.
J.K. Lines explained that this stemmed from comment from 
the Membership against the minutes being published in the 
magazine, and a desire to increase the up-market image of 
the magazine to create a marketable product. The inclusion 
of the minutes gives an 'in house' imageto what is otherwise 
a high quality product.
The proposal was then thrown open to debate. In response 
to a question from the floor, J.K. Lines confirmed that a 
charge of £10 would be made to any member requesting 
their name to be added to the mailing list.
Again there was a lively debate, with strongly held opinions 
expressed.
The voting on the proposal was as follows:
For the proposal 129 
Against the proposal 106 
Abstentions 47

The proposal was carried

Article 20, under COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT, of the 
Articles of Association of the British Parachute Association 
Limited will be amended to record the change approved 
under item (a) of Special Business.

1989 COUNCIL ELECTION RESULTS
The National Development Officer, Susan Dixon, read the 
results of the ballot for Council Members for 1989.
There had been 20 nominations, and a total of 765 votes cast.

1. J.T. Crocker 548 1
2. J.K.Lines 540 2
3. A.G. Knight 519 3
4. D.T. Hickling 510 4
5. J. Curtis 491 5
6. D. Johnston 476 6
7. J. Steele 463 7
8. S.Treble 451 8
9. A. Kenny 450 9

10. G. O'Hara 442 10
11. D.L. Howerski 438 11
12. D.Peacock 433 12
13. K. Noble 426 13
14. D. Ruffell 415 14
15. J.L. Thomas 412 15
16. N. Johnston 385 16
17. L. Rawson 354 17
18. C. Thomas 345 18
19. D. Thomas 326

Not elected to Council
20. C. Port 395

Withdrew his nomination
The results will be published in the February issue of 
"The Sport Parachutist" magazine.

PRESENTATIONS
1. The Chairman presented the Regional Championships 
Series Winners as follows:
Accuracy:
Bronze Medal - Fred Ryland 
Silver Medal - Les Carroll 
Gold Medal - Steve Eversfield 
and the Alan Layton Memorial Cup.

Relative Work:
Gold Medals and Presentation Plate to members of the team 
'GOLA':
Tim Homer, Mark Willson, Tony Butler, Pete Bath and 
Andy Steward.
2. The Chairman presented the "Mike ForgeTrophy" for the 
'Best New Parachutist of the Year'. The Coaches had been 
faced with a very difficult decision this year, and had 
decided to award shields to the two runners up.
Caroline Lloyd of Headcorn and
Jeremy Horwood of Swansea.
The "Mike Forge Trophy" was presented to:
Eddie Fisher of Cornwall
3. G.C.P. Shea-Simonds presented the Instructor of the Year 
Award to Alan Brooks of Langar.
4.4,000 jump award was presented to Pete Reynolds.

5.5,000 jump award was presented to Dave Howerski.
6. The Chairman presented the Order of Merit to Joe France 
for his work in training the international team for the stack 
display into the Olympic arena at the opening ceremony of 
the 1988 Olympic Games.

THE ANNUAL LOTTERY
Mrs. Angela Hickling kindly agreed to draw the tickets in the 
Annual Lottery.
Special Draw for selling a complete book: £500.00 
Robin Lings, 9 Waters End, Barwell, Leicester. LE9 8EL
1st Prize £500.00 B.Fosbury 127850
2nd Prize £250.00 C. Smyth 3428
3rd Prize £100.00 Stu. Carrie 80677
4th Prize £50.00 D. Storey 64997
5th Prize £40.00 Walter Smith 21014
6th Prize £30.00 Nick Crocker 9249
7th Prize £20.00 D.A. Coueney 85603
8th Prize £10.00 Bryant 39190

There being no further business the meeting was closed. 
Incoming Council Members then attended the Inaugural 
Council Meeting for 1989.

MINUTES OF THE INAUGURAL 
COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on 
SATURDAY 14th JANUARY 1989 

at 5.15 p.m.

Present:
J.T. Crocker 
J.K. Lines 
A.G. Knight 
D.T. Hickling 
J. Curtis 
D. Johnston 
J. Steele 
A. Kenny 
G. O'Hara 
D.L. Howerski 
D.Peacock 
D. Ruffell 
J.L. Thomas 
L. Rawson
C. Thomas

In Attendance:
Susan Dixon - National Development Officer BPA 
John Hitchen - JNCSO BPA

Apologies:
K. Noble
S. Treble

Observers:
Bryony Christopher, Johnn Davis, Vera Davis, John Howells.

The National Development Officer, Susan Dixon, welcomed 
the newly elected Council of 1989 and took the chair to 
conduct the election of the Chairperson for 1989.
Proposed by D.T. Hickling and seconded by J. Steele that J.T. 
Crocker be invited to be Chairman for the ensuing year.

Carried Unanimously

J.T. Crocker took the chair for the remainder of the meeting. 
Election of other officers:
1. Vice Chairman: Proposed by D. Johnston and seconded 
by J. Thomas that D.T. Hickling be invited to service as Vice 
Chairman for 1989.

Carried Unanimously

2. Treasurer: Proposed by J. Curtis and seconded by A. 
Kenny that J.K. Lines be invited to serve as Treasurer for 
1989.

Carried Unanimously

3. Chairman, Safety and Training Committee: Proposed by 
J. Thomas and seconded by G. O'Hara that A.G. Knight be 
invited to serve as Chairman of the Safety and Training 
Committee for 1989.
D. Johnston asked whether Council should consider the 
possibility of inviting one of the National Coaches to Chair 
the Safety and Training Committee Meetings. This 
suggestion was in no way a criticism of the excellent work 
done by A. Knight, but that he felt it would give greater 
consistency and everything would thn be funnelled through 
he BPA office.
J.T. Crocker answered from the Chair that this idea had been 
discussed at length in the past and dismissed. A. Knight had 
developed into an outstanding Chairman of the Safety and 
Training Committee and had the respect of all his peers. The 
position of Chairman of this committee was a powerful one 
and it had been felt by previous Councils, to be a potentially 
dangerous position to place a member of staff. Also the 
offers of the Association should come from those persons 
elected by the membership for he general running of the 
organisation.
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J.K. Lines said he was also against this proposal, that it could 
place the Coaches in a difficult position, as on occasion they 
have to place before SC contentious information which may 
place them in a conflict of interest situation with members. 
J.H. Hitchen stated that he spoke on behalf of both himself 
and A.K. Butler when he stated that they have an excellent 
working relationship with A.G. Knight; and that Tony does 
listen to and consider their input.
A. Knight was appointed to the position of Chairman, Safety 
and Training Committee unanimously.
4. Development: Proposed by G. O'Hara and seconded by J. 
Curtis that D. Hickling be invited to serve as Chairman of the 
Development Committee for 1989.
5. Competitions: The following proposalswere madeforthe 
position of Chairman of the Competitions Committee:
Doug Peacock - Proposed by J. Thomas, seconded by
J. Steele.
Dave Howerski - Proposed by C. Thomas, seconded by 
D. Ruffell.
Gerry O'Hara - Proposed by J. Lines, but refused the position 
due to the time commitment, and Gerry's own work ties.
D. Howerski stood down from the nominations, having 
thanked those proposing him, but Dave stated he had 
confidence in the ability of D. Peacock to handle the role, and 
that his, Dave's work and the centres commitments meant 
he would withdraw from the nominations.
Doug Peacock was appointed unanimously.

6. Club Representative: A. Kenny was proposed by J. Steele 
and seconded by C. Thomas for the position of Club 
Representative and was appointed to that position 
unanimously.
7. Staff Liaison Officer/s: J.T. Crocker explained that towards 
the end of last year a position had developed whereby
J. Lines and D. Hickling had taken on the liaison between 
Council and the staff of the Association, both senior and 
junior. This seems to be working to good effect and it was felt 
that a more formalised role be established and continue for 
1989.
Both David and John were prepared to continue the work 
they started during 1988, and the senior staff present at the 
meeting stated they were happy to continue with the same 
arrangement, and they felt they spoke for all the staff.
D. Hickling and J. Lines agreed to continue during 1989 as 
the Staff Liaison Officers.
J. Crocker explained to the meeting that in previous years 
the various sub-committees of Counlcil had been decided at 
this meeting. However, a decision had been made during 
1988 that the inaugural meeting was not the right time to 
have to make such decisions, and the actual formation of the 
sub-committees would be left to the first full meeting of 
Council.
Those Council members who would like to serve on a special 
sub-committee were advised to speak to the Chairman of 
that committee before the next meeting - likewise if the 
various Chairman like to give some thought to the 
composition of the sub-committees before that meeting.

Co-opted Members
Afterdiscussion, during which time J.T. Crocker explained to 
the new Council members the historic background to 
co-option, and the fact that co-opted members did not have 
voting rights it was agreed to offer co-option to the chairman 
of:
1.APA
2. RAFSPA
3. SSPA
4. BCPA
A vote was taken that smoking not be allowed during Council 
meetings and passed by an overwhelming majority.

Any Other Business
1. J.K. Lines, as Treasurer, had been approached by the 
Sport Parachute Cenre to ask if it would be possible for the 
BPA to advance the agreed loan before the final paperwork 
had been completed. The paperwork was now in the final, 
legal stages, but the Sport Parachute Centre was being 
pressed for settlement of the account for which the loan had 
been requested.
There was considerable discussion around this request; 
several members felt that their responsibilities did notallow 
them to take a risk with the memberships money, and that 
indeed was why securities were held whenever the 
Association made loans to clubs. However, sympathy was 
expressed for a centre with a problem, and it was the duty of 
Council to assist affiliated clubs as they could. It was 
proposed that the Treasurer/Chairman would speak to the 
account holder who was pressing the Sport Parachute 
Centre and see if they could be persuaded to wait just a little 
longer, and that the Association would undertake to repay 
the debt direct once the necessary securities had been 
completed.
2. Management Committee: A decision had been taken at 
the last Council meeting of 1988 that a Management 
Committee would be formed to transact the day to day 
business of the Association, leaving Council free to decide 
policy. All Council members would be circulated with a full 
agenda for each meeting, and they could attend, or veto a 
decision with the Chairman if they so wished. J.T. Crocker 
called for the formation of this committee to be a main 
agenda item at the next meeting, and asked consideration to 
be given to its formation and structure. The title of the 
committee would be Development - in line with our 
commitment to Sports Council and the 5 year Development 
Plan. J. Linesand D. Hickling todiscuss the possible merging 
of their respective committees.

3. REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES
J. Thomas asked why the appointment of Regional 
Representatives was not on the agenda for this meeting. J.T. 
Crocker explained that the intention was that only the 
appointment of officers would be fixed at this meeting. 
Susan Dixon was charged with writing to all Regional 
representatives to ascertain whether they were willing to 
continue in their roles. Any vacancies could then be 
discussed and filled at the next meeting.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 24th January 1989, at the British Parachute 
Association Limited Offices, 5 Wharf Way, Glen Parva, 
Leicester at 6.30 p.m. (1830hrs).
Gerry O'Hara requested that consideration could be given to 
a later start time. J.T. Crocker stated that if the Management 
Committee idea works as it should, this would reduce the 
amount of work to be got through at each Council Meeting, 
and therefore it may be possible to have a later start time. For 
consideration at a later stage.

SAFETY AND TRAINING 
COMMITTEE

MONDAY 9th JANUARY 1989
Present:
A.G. Knight - Chairman STC
G. O'Hara - Badminton
M. Bolton - Oxon andNorthants
G. Cox - London Skydiving
P. Austin - Headcorn
L. George - Tiistock
D. Tylcoat - Eaglescott
D. Johnston - British Skysports
D. Hickling - British Parachute Schools
L. Thomas - Riggers
R. O'Brien - P.P.C.

T. Knight informed the meeting of a Safety Notice which had 
been sent out concerning the 4 line releases on a Guardian 
26' Reserve. All CCIs/Riggers

4. INCIDENT REPORT RESUME
The Chairman informed those present of the incident reports 
that had been received. There was one incident it was felt 
warranted a mention. This involved an AFF student on a level
4 descent who at the lower part of the dive got into a fast spin 
when going for the pull, but came back into a position to try 
and control the spin rather than operating the ripcord which 
resulted in a low opening for both the student and instructor. 
Again the point to be sressed is when you are at deployment 
altitude you PULL THE RIPCORD. All CCIs/Clubs.

5. NUMBER OF INSTRUCTORS NEEDED TO RUN A 
STUDENT PARACHUTE PROGRAMME
This item was on the agenda at Councils request. The 
JNCSOS strongly believed that there should be at least an 
instructor and PI present when student parachuting is in 
progress.
There was considerable discussion on this item and it's 
effect on small clubs etc. with input from T. Knight,
D. Tylcoat, G. O'Hara, D. Howerski, M. Bolton, R. O'Brien,
L. George, P. Austin, A. Chandler, D. Hickling, D. Johnston, 
J. Gleave and J. Hitchen. After long deliberations the 
Chairman called fora proposal.
L. George proposed that the present rule be changed to at
least an instructor and P.l. minimum, are present when
student parachuting is in progress. This was seconded by P.
Austin. All CCIs/Clubs
For 3 plus 1 Proxy 4
Against 6 plus 2 Proxy 8
Abstentions 2

The proposal failed.

6. PERMISSIONS
1) Slipstream wish team members of 'MO' Skydiving Team 
to jump from 1,500' in the London TMA. Team members 
names and number of jumps are as follows:

D.L. Howerski - Swansea Name Licence Number of
A. Chandler - Silver Stars/RCT No. Jumps
J. Gleave - Ipswich

Peter Allum (Team Leader) D3627 3300
Apologies: RobColpus D1506 3700
T. Butler, K. Noble, R. Noble-Nesbitt, J. Lines, Sarah Brearley D3146 2200
T. Andrewes, P. Lambson, M. Thurman. Kevin Hardwick D2872 3000

AndyWoodmansey D5198 1600
In Attendance: Pam Duncan D4151 1800
J. Hitchen -JNCSO Geoff Saunders D2363 3100
Susan Dixon - NDO Tim Mace D3190 2400

Kevin Hughes D4778 1100
Observers: Paul Applegate D1590 3500
A. Guest, J. Rix, C. Waymouth, M. Fitzgerald, D. Gays, Andy Ring D2803 2700
J. Peck, J. Davis, V. Davis, S. Meacock, P. Applegate, Robin Mills D1194 3000
P. Allum, N. Ewings, T. Cook, N. Johnston, J. Farr, K. Adkins, 
P. Knight, I. Robinson, R. Ford, T. Danbury, T.L. Kirk,
P.S. Beck, I.Topps.

ITEM ACTION
1. It was proposed by R. O'Brien and seconded by P. Austin 
that the minutes of the S.T.C. Meeting of 1st December 1988 
be accepted as a true record. All CCIs

Carried Unanimously

2. MAHERS ARISING FROM S.T.C. MEETING OF 1st 
DECEMBER 1988
2.4. Grounding of Reserve Parachutes 
T. Knight stated that there had been no formal response to 
the letter written to manufacturers, except for G.Q. The 
Chairman said he would write again to the foreign 
manufacturers concerning the urgency to respond.
The Committee were informed of the Rectification 
Programme {Acid Neutralisation - Schedule 
GQ/AJM/001.881 being implemented by G.Q. England.
Some discussion took place and providing British Textile 
Technology Group confirm that the G.Q. programme is 
acceptable, the grounding on G.Q. England reserves that 
have been rectified by this programme will be lifted. 
Discussion then took place concerning the G.Q. Security 
SAC. The Chairman reminded the committee that the initial 
grounding of the G.Q. Security SAC was by the FAA issuing 
an Emergency Airworthiness Directive, and that he would 
include the background to the grounding in his presentation 
at the A.G.M.
M. Bolton proposed that the grounding be lifted on G.Q. 
Security SACs that had passed the Bromocresol test. This 
was seconded by L. Thomas. CCIs/Riggers

Carried Unanimously

4.6. L. George pointed out to the meeting an error in item 6. 
PROPOSED CHANGESTOTANDEM DEPLOYMENT HEIGHT. 
Section 7 (Dropping Zones) is incorrect and should read 
Section 8 (Parachute Limitations). The amendment is 
attached with these minutes. All CCIs/ Clubs
3. APPROVAL OF RIGGERS MINUTES OF 1st DECEMBER 
1988
M. Thurman (Chairman Riggers) was not in attendance. T. 
Knight, on behalf of M. Thurman, asked if there were any 
matters or questions from these minutes. There were no 
questions from the Committee.
It was proposed by L. homas and seconded by M. Bolton that 
the minutes of the Riggers Meeting of 1st December 1988 be 
accepted as a trued record.

Carried Unanimously

Proposed by L. George and seconded by P. Austin that this 
be permitted.

Carried Unanimously

2. P. Allum requested that the Potential AFF Instructor 
attends a PI Couse. During the lectures that pertain to static 
line operation (i.e.: lesson plans, despatching techniques, 
etc.) the AFF candidates would separate and attend, with an 
AFF Examiner, lectures more pertinent to AFF. Once the 
course is completed, assuming the candidate has been 
successful, they would then attend the next available AFF 
Course where the jumps would be carried out. The candidate 
has thus fulfilled all the necessary requirements laid down 
by STC without having to wade through static line 
procedures, and also having a firm grounding in AFF 
operations and teaching methods.
After long discussions it was proposed by P. Austin and 
seconded by D. Hickling that P. Allum's request be granted 
but the time period between the PI and the in air evaluation 
be at the Examiners discretion but that it be a minimum of 3 
months with a CCIs recommendation to attend the AFF 
Evaluation Course. This would be for a trial period of 12 
months, and will be reviewed early in 1990.
For 9 
Against 1 
Abstention 1

Carried

J. Hitchen stated that the JNCSOS would have to discuss 
with the Examiners ways in which to accommodate this 
proposal into the present PI Course syllabus and would 
report back to STC if there were difficulties or it proved 
unworkable. JNCSOs Examiners Clubs CCIs

3. P.I. EXTENSIONS
D. Hickling requested a 6 month extension to the PI rating of 
John Farr and Karen Adkins. Seconded by D. Johnston.

Carried Unanimously

7.A.O.B.
1. RAPS
D. Howerski proposed that the qualifications to teach and 
despatch RAPS students should be changed to BPA 
Approved Instructors with a minimum of400 Ram Air jumps, 
CCI nominated. CCIs Clubs 
Seconded by D. Johnston.
For 8 
Against 1 
Abstentions 2

Carried
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It was agreed that a meeting should be arranged with the 
JNCSOS and all interested parties to discuss the RAPS 
Programme some time in March 1989. JNCSOs Clubs CCIs
2. L. Thomas requested that a Joe Osstevereer who had been 
a BPA member for six years and held a BPA Advanced 
Riggers Raing and BPA Approved Instructors Rating but 
whose membership had lapsed in 1981, be given a 
permission against the 2 year current membership, 
documentation and Riggers PI period (assuming he has 
previously held an Advanced Riggers rating) and be allowed 
to attend an Approved Riggers Course.
Seconded by D. Johnston.
For 11 
Against 0 
Abstention 1

3. RADIO FREQUENCY
T. Knight brought the meeting up to date on the protected 
frequency for parachutists, and informed those present that 
the licencing authority want users to have a qualification to 
use that frequency, and have requested STC to determine 
who they felt would be suitable examiners forthat frequency.

WELCOME TO 
THE

CHINA CUPS
29/30 April, 1 May 1989

4-way Launch and Accuracy 
8-way Speed Star from two 
Cessna 182s 
All Mix 'n' Match 
Chinese Buffet
Also, your chance to win a free 
trip to America along with other 
super prizes.

Contact: 
Linda R. Grant 
Cornwall Parachute Centre 
0841 540691

WEEKEND 
INSTRUCTORS WANTED

Would you like to Instruct at the Cornwall Parachute 
Centre during the 1989 Season from 1st May onwards 
teaching static-line round, R.A.P.S. and W.A.R.P. 
alongside some memorable displays and Boogies?

Good salary and travel expenses 
Contact: Non Smokers preferred
John Fisher (C.C.I.) Cornwall Parachute Centre,
Old Naval Airfield, St. Ervan, Nr. Wadebridge, Cornwall 
Tel: 0841 540691 ______

I F ® ®  © M J 1

BACK ISSUES OF YOUR 
FAVOURITE MAGAZINE

"THE SPORT PARACHUTIST"

£ S ® o ^ g j p

1977 December

1978 February/April/June/October/
December

1979 February/June/August/
December

1980 June/October

1982 October

1983 A pril/August

1984 February/April/June/August/
October/December

1985 February/June/October/
December

1986 Fe b r u a ry/J u ne/Au g u st/ 
October/December

1987 February/August/October/
December

1988 February/April/June/August/
October/December

British Parachute 
Association Lim ited 

W harf Way, 
Glen Parva, 

Leicester LE2 9TF 
Tel: Leic. (0533)785271
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SAFETY INFORMATION
NOTICE TO ALL TANDEM VECTOR OWNERS: 
CHECK THIS STITCH PATTERN ON YOUR 
HARNESS IMMEDIATELY.

There are two ways this four 
point pattern may be sewn:

PATTERN #1 
Notice that the double row 

of stitching is on the leg pad side 
of the pattern. If your Vector has 
pattern #1, then do nothing.

If no stitches in the four point 
are broken, then sew over the pattern 
according to this diagram. Use only 
Mil-T 7807 Nylon 5 cord thread, and set 
harness machine at 6-8 stitches per 
inch, this may be done by a Senior or 
Master Rigger.

If stitches are broken in the four 
point, then follow this pattern. This will 
result in two good rows of stitching across 
the front of the four point. Use only Mil-T 
7807 nylon 5-cord thread, and set harness 
machine at 6-8 stitches per inch. This may 
be done by a Senior or Master Rigger.

NOTE: To sew this 
pattern, you must 
start twice, sew 1, 2 
and 3 and stop. Then 
sew 4, 5 and six. No back 
stitching is necessary 
w hen pattern is sewn 
this way. Be sure to 
use only Mil-T 7807 
nylon 5-cord thread.

The relative W orkshop will perform this work free on any Vector 
returned to the shop.

David Hickling 
Vice-Chairman, B.P.A. 27th January, 1989

PATTERN #2 
In pattern #2, the 

double row of stitching is 
next to the diagonal 
instead of the leg strap. When 
jum ped with very heavy loads, a 
few vectors with this pattern 
have popped stitches in the area 
circled. If your pattern looks 
like this, The Relative Workshop 
strongly recommends it be modif 
according to the pattern shown below.
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GW JUMPSUITS
A Jntdilion of Quality

m \
SIX SIZES...AND A MULTITUDE 

OF STYLES AND COLOUR 
COMBINATIONS

Direct from Europe's 
Largest Manufacturer.

SUPPLIERS TO THE RED DEVILS

*

WRITE OR PHONE TODAY 
FOR BROCHURE s.a.e.
21,STONYACRES, YETMINSTER 
NR. SHERBORNE, DORSET DT9 6LT
Telephone: Yetminster 872484

w

V i

<D J S £

Is ttT  PRICE LIST
American TEVA sandals ..........................................................................£17.00
(black, red, navy & royal blue)
All leather gloves • w ith  cuff .................................................................. £15.40
(royal blue, black and grey)
Clear kroop goggles ................................................................................. £4.15
(red, pink, blue, white, black, brown 
yellow and green rims)
Pro tec helmets ......................................................................................... £22.00
(pink, powder & royal blue, black 
white, yellow, lilac and red)
TSE South 'T ' s h ir t .....................................................................................  £6.49
Rubber stamps w ith wooden handles :-
RW Men • chaser style rig .......................................................................  £2.50
RW Men • Zerox style rig ......................................................................... £2.50
Aeroplanes • Skyvan ................................................................................ £3.50
Aeroplanes • Cessna 206 ......................................................................... £3.50
H op'n 'pop ................................................................................................. £3.50
Ink pad .......................................................................................................  £1 00

Special Offer

Padded wallet including 1 RW stampman,
1 aeroplane stamp and ink pad o n ly ..................................................... £8.50
Delux padded logbook holder ................................................................£10.50
Hard backed RW log book ....................................................................  £5.68
Padded packing mat ...............................................................................  £8.50

Cheque book organ iser...........................................................................  £8.43
Cheque book holder ...............................................................................  £3.25
Organiser ...................................................................................................  £7.72
W allet ......................................................................................................... £5.50

The above are all padded w ith credit card holders

All avilable mail order by sending cheques or postal 
orders made payable TSE South to 21 Arran court, 
Gilligan Close, Horsham, W . Sussex. Tel: 0403 51120

Please include the follow ing for postage:
Orders up to £25 allow  £1.50 postage 
Orders £25 to £50 allow £2.00 postage 
Orders over £50 allow £2.50

1989 Perris Valley Skydiving Events Schedule

February 18th - 26th AFF)umpmaster Certification )une 30th - July 4th 4TH OF JULY BOOGIE
Course August 31 st - September 4th LABOUR DAY JUMPFEST

March 18th - 26th EASTER BOOGIE (Free Registration)
April 22nd-23rd Second Annual "Iron Crank" September2nd & 3rd "California Cup" 6-way

4-way Competition Competition
April 29th POPS West Coast Championships October 7th & 8th Second Annual "Square One"

(4-way, Accuracy, "Hit & Rock", 16-way Competition
Popstars & Banquet) October 28th Halloween Party

May 25th-29th MEMORIAL DAY JUMPFEST November 10th All Veterans & Active Duty
(Free Registration) Military skydive for $11 from

May 20th-24th Spring Relative Work Training 12,500 feet!
Camp November 18th - 26th THANKSGIVING SUPER BOOGIE

June 24th-July 4th "HELL WEEK" Team Training for November 18th - 21 st Fall Relative Work Training Camp
Nationals. November25th & 26th Fourth Annual 20-way Speed Star
Team rates, competition aircraft, Competition
air-to-air video and December 16th - January 1 st CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR'S
great facilities. Coaches and HO LIDAY CELEBRATION
nationally rated judges available. (Free Registration)

Night jumps will be scheduled monthly from April through October on the Saturday night closest to the full moon. The exact dates will be
announced on our 1989 pocket calender - available free by calling or writing.
Perris has the largest permanently based fleet of skydiving aircraft of any DZ in the World! We fly two Twin Otters, two DC-3's and a 12-place
Helio Stallion which will be joining us soon.
Our facilities include Square One Parachute Sales and Service; bar and snack bar; heated and air conditioned bunk house; swimming pool; hot
showers and camp grounds.

PERRIS VALLEY SKYDIVING CENTRE 2091 Goetz Road P.O. Box 866 Perris, CA 92370 USA
Phone (714) 657-9576
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'89' built by 17 skydivers
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JUMPSUITS: Standard Design

COLOURS Red Black Blue 
Green Yellow 
Maroon Navy 
White Orange

FABRIC Cotton Dri 11 or

Polyester/Cotton

SIZES Small Medium Large XL

PRICES Single C olour..........  £37.00
Trim ........................from £3.00
Pockets............................ £2.00 ea.
Side Vents......................  £1.50 ea.
P & P ............................... £2.50

ORDERS & ENQ UIR IES: Send to
STEVIE STEPHENSON
Parawear
Lancaster, The Ham, Durrington 
Salisbury, Wilts. SP4 8HW.
Tel: 0980 52906

INSURANCE  
FOR PARACHUTISTS

uJr
WEST MERCIA 

INSURANCE BROKERS
High St., W om bourne, Nr. W o lverham pton  WV5 9DN 

Tel: W om bourne  892661 (STD 0902)

DIARY OF EVENTS
3/4 MARCH 
18/19
21/22 APRIL 
22/23 
6/7 MAY  
10/11 JUNE 
5/6AUGUST 
27/28 OCTOBER 
1/2 DECEMBER

Cranfield Airport, Cranfield, Beds MK43 OAP. Tel. (0234) 751866

-NIGHT JUMPS 
-ACCURACY SEMINAR 
-NIGHT JUMPS
- REGIONAL ACCURACY COMPETITION
- C.R. W. SEMINAR WEEKEND
- LAUNCH AND ACCURACY COMPETITION 
-10 WAY SPEED COMPETITION
- NIGHT JUMPS 
-NIGHT JUMPS

All experience levels welcome 
Excellent facilities Canteen ■ Bar ■■ Accommodation 
Large Accuracy Pit  * •  Two C-182's ■ ■  Skyliner Tandem



DIARY OF EVENTS
DATE EVENTS LOCATION
24-27 March Easter Bunnie Boogie (4 Way LAC Meet) Langar
24-27 March 8 Way Speed Competition Sibson
24-27 March Easter R. W. & Accuracy Meet Netheravon

1-8 April 2nd World Para-Ski Championships Damuls, Austria
8-9 April 10 Way Speed Star Meet Netheravon
22-23 April Regional Accuracy Meet (Midlands) Cranfield

29 April-1 May Regional 4 Way R. W. Meet (North) Doncaster
29 April-1 May 16 Way Speed Formation Competition Sibson
29 April-1 May May Day Week End Accuracy Meet Langar

8-12 May AFF Instructor Course Langar
15-19 May PI/Adv. Instructor Course 2-89 Langar
20-21 May Regional Accuracy Meet (South) Headcorn
20-21 May 2nd Annual Skyathlon Netheravon
22-26 May Exam/Pre-Adv. Instructor Course 2-89 Langar
27-29 May Skyvan boogie Sibson
27-29 May Scottish Nationals Strathallen

3-4 June Regional 4 Way R. W. meet (Midlands) Langar
15-19 June Large Aircraft Boogie Langar
17-25 June NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS (CLASSICS) Headcorn

1-2 July Sequential 8 Way Competition Sibson
8-9 July 8 Way Scrambles Neheravon
8-16July NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS (R. W.) Sibson
22-29 July R.A.P.A. Championships Bad Lippspringe

12-13 August Regional 4 Way R. W. Meet (South) Cornwall
12-13 August Skyfest - Big Aircraft Boogie Netheravon
14-18 August PI/Adv. Instructor Course 3-89 Bridlington
21-25 August Exam/Pre-Adv. Instructor Course 3-89 Bridlington
21-31 August Army Championships Netheravon

2-3 September Regional Accuracy Meet (North) Cark
9-17 September NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS (C.R.W.) Bridlington

21 Sept-10 Oct WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (R. W.) Gerona, Spain

23-24 September LAC -1 Meet Netheravon

13-17 November PI/Adv. Instructor Course 4-89 Venue to be 
decided

20-24 November Exam/Pre-Adv. Instructor Course 4-89 Venue to be 
decided.



■ Open 07.30 Tuesday-Sunday ■ Unrestricted 
altitude ■ 3000ft -  £3.50 12000ft -  £12.00 ■ Free 
camping ■ WARP ■ AFF ■ Tandem ■ Accom­
modation -  Bar -  Grub ■ Superb ground training 
facilities ■ Team Rates
Eighteen years’ unrivalled experience

PARACHUTE 
CENTRE

SffiSON AIRFIELD WANSFORD PETERBOROUGH PE8 6NE TEL. ELTON (08324) 490




