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Zerox in Cordura with GQ S AC and Fury main.

SERVICE FROM ‘A’ TO ‘D’
Nineteen years in our sport has 

provided TSE with a wealth of experience 
in the development and manufacture of 
parachute equipment...an enthusiasm 
and commitment producing THE complete 
service. A service second to none. This in 
turn means that you can be confident in the 
knowledgethatwithTSEyouareusingthe 
best available, from that initial PLFthrough 
to SCR and beyond...

Staff qualifications are more than 
impressive. 4 FAA Master Riggers (4 BPA 
Aov. Rigger/Examiners), with a collective 
total of over 6000 jumps oversee all 
aspects of the production, maintenance 
and repair operation atthe loft. Evety care 
is taken to ensure that each rig from TSE 
meets the highest possible standards, from 
basic S/Lto tne most advanced assemblies 
on today’s market.

Mr. Walter Gubbins l.F.C. in this seasons Thomas 
Tropical Kit' gets his knees together and boogies 
through South American skies. The large, furry rodent 
sleeping under his hat was a gift from a grateful Brazilian 
2 Way Sequential Tearn.

Suit by Symbiosis • Make-up by Mandy • Photo by Leo

QUALITY AND RELIABILITY YOU 
CANTRUST

It should come as no surprise to find 
out that we have supplied student freefall 
rigs (including AFFkit developed by TSE 
for use in this country), to the majority of 
British clubs. Of the largest military and 
civilian centres, APA at Netheravon, 
RAFSPA at Weston, Slipstream 
Adventures, Headcorn P.C. and 
Peterborough P.C., all use equipment from 
TSE for advanced students. If you’ve just 
come through the Cat system, the chances 
are that TSE were helping you progress.

And it doesn't stop there...
At the top of the range, theTSE 

CHASER still maintains its position as the 
best-selling state of the art rig in the U.K., 
with over 1500 now in the possession of 
some of the country’s finest skydivers.

FOLLOW THE LEADERS
The British 8 way team doesn’t 

make decisions lightly concerning new 
equipment. Nor do the Royal Marines. 
Their decision is made based upon sound 
knowledge and experience. TSE were 
pleased to supply them with all their 
requirements.

Leather Chaser with Firelite Reserve and Maverick Main

THE FIGURES
Whilst our quality will never be 

sacrificed for bargain-basement prices, 
take a look at our list in this issue and you’ll 
see just how competitive it is. GENUINE 
affiliation with major U.S. manufacturers 
together with comprehensive currency 
handling facilities, enable smooth, cost 
effective transactions to be made on either 
side of the Atlantic.

No matter if it’s a purchase, repack or 
repair, TSE will come through with service, 
quality and a keen price...fast.

Give Chris or Derek a call on 
0262 678299/602489 

or write/drop in for details and information 
packs

THOMAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT • PINFOLD LANE • BRIDLINGTON • N. HUMBERSIDE • Y016 5XS

Sports 
Equipment



DIARY

24/25 SEPTEMBER 
10 WAY SPEED MEET

21/22 OCTOBER 
25/26 NOVEMBER 
NIGHT JUMPS

Cranfield Airport, Cranfield, Beds MK43 OAP. Tel. (0234) 751866

All experience levels welcome
Excellent facilities ■■ Canteen ■ Bar ■■ Accommodation 
Large Accuracy Pit ■■ Two C-182's ■■ Skyliner ■■ Tandem

25 Hook Cottage. Hook. Swindon. Wiltshire. SN4 8EA (U.K.)
Tel: (0793) 854301
Phone orders and use Credit Cards Ansaphone

VISA

y  DEALER ENQUIRIES ON ALL PRODUCTS ARE W E L C O M E ^

nAitii»$erW  7* Design

O Date O No Date 

O Pink O Blue 
O Black O White

O Date O No Date 

O Pink O Blue 
O Black O White

Name
Address..................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................Postcode .
I enclose a cheque or please debit my
Access/Visa Account No......................................................................................
Card Expiry Date Signature

O QUANTITY without Date at £1 4 .5 0____

O QUANTITY with Date at £ 1 7 .4 5 ____

GOODS TOTAL £ ____
Postage & Packing £1.25 UK £2.50 Europe and BFPO £3.50 Outside Europe Postage & Packing £ ____

TOTAL £Have you ordered from SWARD SPORTS BEFORE YES/NO



C u s to m  F itte d  J m p s u its  a n d  L e is u r e w e a r

123 Wingfield, Orton Goldhay, Peterborough PE2 OTJ
Tel: (0733) 239052
Phone orders and use Credit Cards Ansaphone

MasterCard.

^ ^ E A ^ R E N Q u l R j E S O N A ^ R O D U ^ ^ A R E W E U O O M ^ ^

Thin Air Jumpsuits and Leisurewear has built a sound 
solely on Jumpsuit and Leisurewear production with our 

We have created a dealer structure and welcome enquiries.
At the same time we will continue to concentrate on 
individual orders and promise a fast turnaround.

•  JUMPSUITS.... all custom built to your requirements.
All prices include Grips, Trim and VAT. P&P extra.

•  SEQUENTIAL SUIT,
A fast fall and durable Polycotton suit £87.50

•  RELATIVE WORK SUIT, just as the Sequential but made for the
heavier jumper £87.50
•  LIGHTENING SUIT, Ultralightweight team sequential suit, made
from Ripstop, Spandex and Polycotton. Turbo boosts for leg lift and 
additional grips available at extra cost. £97.75
•  STYLACC SUIT, built for style and accuracy. £95.00
•  JUMPM ASTER SUIT, Hard wearing Polycotton with Knee Pads,
Pen Holder, Wipeable board on thigh, Chinagraph pencil and Jack 
Knife. £87.50
•  CAMERA SUIT, Polycotton with Belled legs, Heavy duty Swoop
cords, elasticated waistband with room for video recorder, internal 
‘battery’ pockets and triple slider on the zip allowing easy access to 
controls. £110.00
•  STUDENT SUITS, Polycotton with knee pads, pocket and
cuffed wrists. Available in S, M, L & XL £34.50

reputation over the past few years. We are now concentrating 
proven range and new lines.
•  LEISUREWEAR. We have a full range of leisure wear available 
from stock or custom.
•  ONE PIECE WARMSUIT. Custom made, Thinsulate layer 
between Ripstop outer and breathable inner linings, 
with pockets, very warm I
•  RIPSTOP WINDCHEATER, single layer with pocket
•  RIPSTOP REVERSIBLE JACKET, two designs in one
•  THINSULATE THERMAL JACKET, with pockets,
•  ARCTIC JACKET, Big outdoors, all weather jacket, HOT! £75.00
•  BOMBER JACKET, Ripstop outer layer with thermal padding
and lining. £34.50

£94.50
£19.95
£24.99
£29.99

Please complete the form for full details. Enquiries can be 
dealt with over the telephone on 0733 239052

Name_____________________________  Tel N o.___

Address_______________________________________-
___________________________________  Postcode _

Please send me order forms for the following products:___

QUALITY'

TALON
Simply the Best!

THE NAME ALONE 
DEFINES IT

Authorised dealer 
RWSuits
Sweeps Cottage, 
Lower Maescoed, 
Hereford .
HR2 OHP 

0 8 7 - 3 8 7 - 6 2 8

Major canopy dea le rs  
incl. FTS inc. PD etc 
in stock now 
Talons PDs S w i f t s  
a lso  a good se lec t ion  of used gear 
ful l  r igging repairs and serv ice 
call for de ta i ls  w/e JSPC N./AVON ask for Jo Scott
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Well here’s your latest mag...late again. Of course you're not interested in the tribula­
tions of trying to put together an issue of SP — and why should you be? Let someone 
else not get paid for that. But here's something you should concern yourself with — 
the future of our sport.

SP and me are not the only things causing headaches at HQ- membership of the 
BPfi is continuing to decline; less people means less money coming into the association 
and as we all knout, more outgoings into less income just doesn't go.

Jhere are answers to some of the problems and. no doubt, there are many of you out 
there who have strong opinions about which way we should be heading if we want to 
ease, if not solve, the situation. J for one can babble on merrily for minutes at a time 
about the way ahead for our sport (just ask findy Wildmore!!) find 3 m not just talking 
about complaining about the way things are. Jhe BPfi, like SP, has more than its fair 
share of critics — with dozens more waiting in the wings to step in if. heaven forbid, 
the current ones should run out of things to complain about. Bui what we need now is 
constructive debateJhe mulling over of new ideas., perhaps even some optimism and 
positive thinking.

•find, the annual general meeting on January I t  could provide just the kind of 
opportunity we need to get talking about some of these bright ideas.

Jt's an intriguing thought that if a ll the energy that goes into criticism could be 
channelled into constructive thinking, we might see our trek along the road to ruin 
halted as we step out towards a rewarding future.

Front Cover:- OLYMPIC RING PARACHUTE. The latest 
design by Dick Gays in his series of "PARASHAPES". 
This one proved to be landable! (see photo spread 
inside) PHOTO by LEO DICKINSON jumper Pete 
Reynolds.

Design and Layouts by Angel Graphics, Andover. 
Printed in England by Fisherprint, Peterborough.
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THE
Customers of GW  Jumpsuits in D or­
set will be delighted to know that the 
company is still in business — and 
doing a roaring trade. O ur apologies 
that the advert for GW  Jumpsuits 
was erroneously dropped in the pre­
vious issue — but it’s back now. See 
page 58.

^  - 2 *

w

Tandem master Jim W hite never goes unstable — or so says Jim White. But this 
passenger swears otherwise and boyfriend Phil Gibb (her’s not his) claims to 
have photographic evidence to prove it. Jim did manage to stay face to earth long 
enough for Mr Gibb to snap this shot over Netheravon. Undaunted, Gillian is 
going on to do a freefall course .. .and if you think that sounds courageous, listen 
to this — she is planning to marry Naval Officer Gibb next year. Congratulations 
all round, we think!!

T h a t  S ^ u a u l .
H AS> B l o w n ) O VE.K . Mov«J, 
A n p  t h e  R u n j w a Y I s Xj t

l o o k i n g .  T o o  B A I>  /

THA ILA N D  ’89
We are delighted to confirm that the Thailand Boogie (January 6-27 1989) is definitely going ahead — so says D erek 
Thomas. But you’ll have to hurry if you fancy a touch of the sun, sea, sand and skydiving that this boogie promises. 
T here’s only 500 places up for grabs — so get in quick. Contact D erek Thomas d o  Thomas Sports Equipm ent, Pinfold 
Lane, Bridlington, N. Humberside. Y O !6 5XS. Telephone: 0262 678299/602489.

{'cat8 )  OSWALD S.G

t f & V / r M g J Q & r  u % /! ... M 5i/r/M 7Z>/W 7Z/0V$ 
6 & 0 P )C U ‘Z £ /1 Y & C m P ?

©1988 ANDY PNDER
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Don’t forget....

The 22nd Annual General Meeting of the 
British Parachute Association is being held 
on Saturday January 14,1989 at 3pm.
The venue for this event is the Penguin Hotel, 
Humberstone Gate, Leicester -  and it is 
really well worth the visit.
At the very least it’s your chance to have your 
say about the future of the sport... .at best it is 
a weekend of planning for the year ahead, 
and reunions with friends from the past.
The weekend starts with a dinner dance on 
Friday -  contact the BPA office for details of 
ticket prices etc. There are also a number of 
seminars and lectures in addition to Saturday 
afternoon’s big business -  and then ample 
opportunity to continue discussions, seal new 
friendship or just have fun with a disco and 
bar on Saturday night.
Accommodation at the Penguin Hotel for 
Friday and/or Saturday night should be 
booked direct (Telephone Penguin hotel 
reservations on 0533 20471; telex 341460).

AGENDA

1. To consider, and adopt if 
approved, the report of the 
council.

2. To fix subscriptions payable by 
for the ensuing year.

3. To discuss any special business.
4. To elect the council.

NB: You are reminded that, under article 30 
of the Articles of Association, only business 
that has been notified to the Secretary 
General at least 30 days prior to the date of 
the meeting can be included under item 3 
‘Special Business’.

-irzwi
The Ten Commandments

1. Thou shalt not Freestyle

2. Thou shalt not be seen to do CRW

3. Thou shalt not low hook

4. Thou shalt not launch more than one ways

Thou shalt not fart in the plane

6. Thou shalt not obscure the video 1/ine

8. Thou shalt not smile under canopy

9. Thou shalt not pull low

10. Thou shalt guard thy feet 
and not wear flip flops

'Round is Sound

as revealed unto 
The Parachutists 
31.07.83,

lopular front
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A  LEAP INTO OLYMPIC 

HISTORY A T  SEOUL
Rob Colpus 

British Delegate CIP

JUMPERS WHO DESERVED GOLD

What a fantastic sight the free fall 
parachute jumpers made at the open­
ing ceremony of the Olympic Games 
in Seoul. Within seconds of jumping 
from the planes they had formed five 
perfect circles in red, blue, green, 
black and yellow, all interlinked to 
represent the Olympic symbol. It must 
have taken hours of practice to 
achieve this, but sadly it was over in 
minutes. I think they deserve a medal.

Laurence Pulford (9) 
Brentwood, Essex

On the 17th September this year, Parachutings first ever 
involvement in an Olympic Games took place in Seoul 
Korea.
The Olympic Opening Ceremonies were of course 
extremely elaborate and protracted, but I would not hesitate 
to claim that the Parachuting Display laid on by a huge Inter­
national Team organised by the CIP took the prize for its 
breathtaking spectacle.

The story of course starts over 2 years ago when Ume 
Beckmann, C IP’s West Germ an President and B.J. W orth, 
CIP’s American Secretary with assistance from a considera­
ble number of volunteers grasped the nettle of Olympic 
Status for Sport Parachuting. Their actions of course fol­
lowed the IO C ’s official recognition of 3 Aviation Discip­
lines, Parachuting, Hang Gliding and Gliding.

Over those last 2 years the final format for the prestigious 
Olympic Display was finalised.

It was decided that two no-contact parachute stacks of 
approx 20 jumpers ech would spiral into the Olympic Main 
Stadium, using Olympic coloured parachutes and trailing 
coloured banners, followed closely by a Free-Fall Display of 
the five Olympic Rings.

The composition of the Canopy Stacks were to be, one, all 
Korean and a second comprising the National Accuracy 
Champions from 22 Nations.

Our own 1988 National and W omen’s Accuracy Champ­
ion, Esther Reynolds represented G reat Britain.

TRAINING CAMP

The Free Fall Team comprised the current World RW 
Champion Teams from the USA and France, plus other Ex- 
World Champions and experienced skydivers.

The RW Team did a two week training camp in Southern 
California, and all three groups carried out a one week camp 
in Seoul, jumping into the Main Stadium itself.

The timings for the Display were to be critical. If because 
of the weather or any technical problems, the jumps could 
not take place precisely on time, then they would not take 
place at all. This represented an enormous risk, when you 
consider that Parachuting, probably more so than most 
Aviation Sports, requires good weather conditions, and 
considering that a huge committment in terms of time, 
money and even possibly future Olympic involvement was 
at stake.

In the event everything went perfectly as planned. On the 
day itself the weather gods were for once on our side, sup­
plying blue skies and low winds.

The Korean stock of 22, appeared over the Stadium as the 
last of the athletes were marching off. They were closely fol­
lowed by the International Stack, led by their British Coach, 
Joe France, ex of the R A F Falcons, who was recruited by 
CIP only weeks before.

Whilst the last of the stacks were landing in their desig­
nated parts of the stadium, the Free Fall Olympic Rings 
Team were exiting the US supplied Chinook helicopters. 
The team put together a superb 30 way Olympic Rings: RW 
Formation right slap bang over the stadium, and filmed by 
an A ir to Ground video cameraman whose footage was 
shown live on the huge video screen in the stadium itself.

After opening their parachutes the team regrouped into 
5x6 way parachute stacks, colour coded as were the Free Fall 
Rings, and landed in their groups around the stadium. The 
whole show had taken less than 10 minutes, and went exactly 
as planned.

The Olympic Committee were greatly impressed with the 
G roup’s performance and professionalism which must bode 
well for parachuting’s continued strive towards the Olympic 
Arena.

Barcelona in 1992 is of course now the next target, and 
although Official Demonstration Sport status has already 
been denied us, parachutings considerable support by sev­
eral influential persons within the 92 Olympic Organising 
Committee, who were present in Seoul, should ensure some 
involvement for Parachuting in 1992. Thus hopefully keep­
ing the Olympic door open for 96 and beyond.
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25 Hook Cottage. Hook. SwindorL Wiltshire. SN48EA(U.K.)
Tel: (0793) 854301
Phone orders and use Credit Cards Ansaphone

MasterCard.

DEALER ENQUIRIES ON ALL PRODUCTS ARE WELCOME7
More new products are now available, some will make ideal Christmas Presents!

Since the supply of Altimaster ll’s and Ill’s went back to the USA we have seen two price rises and very expensive wrist mounts. We 
are now manufacturing our own ‘U’ brackets which fix the Alti II to a chest pad and Wrist mounts for the Alti II and III.
We have also started importing a new range of Altimeters from Europe, The Aeronaut. It goes to 13,000 feet in a single sweep, 
comes complete with wrist mount and is available in a variety of colours. It features an easy to read white face and costs just £49.95 
making it superb value for money.
We are also stocking silver pendants and Earrings and a range of colourful pin badges.

;■ *■) 
i*".,

Standard Colours in stock: BLACK, RED, NAVY, ROYAL, PINK, GREEN, YELLOW, BURGUNDY, SILVER. Where asked, please 
state the main colour only, all items come with suitable, complementary trim. Custom Colours available, NO extra charge.

Qty.
□  Aeronaut Altimeter, □  Black □  Red □  Pink □  Metallic Blue □  White .... £49.95 fgeWD Log Book Holder, Basic, for book, stamps, documents and p e n .............  £6.99
□  Altim aster I I ........................................................................................................ £107.95
□  Altim aster I I I ......................................................................................................  £107.95
□  Altim eter by Parachutes De France, inc. Wrist M ount............................  £65.00
□  Altim aster II ‘U ’ Brackets attachment to chest pad ............................ (pair) £2.50

1 □  Altim eter Chest Mount, Colour ........................................................................ £3.95
□  Altim aster W rist Mount for □  II □  I I I ................................................................. £5.95
□  Book, Filming the Impossible, Leo Dickenson inc Skydiving ....................  £7.95
□  Book, ‘Complete Guide to Sport Parachuting’ ..............................................  £12.50
□  Book, ‘Picture Library, Skydiving’ colour photos and text..........................  £5.25
□  Camera mount, for any Video and/or stills includes basic sight................ £58.00
□  Camera Danish Newton Ringsight ...............................................................  £69.95
□  Camera mount Universal joint for ring sight................................................. £12.50

Colour .
□  Log Book Holder De Luxe, padded with mauve pockets..........................  £11.99

Colour ...................................................................................................................
□  Log Book, Lots more information including dive sheets international........  £4.99

contacts and much more. Tick colour and format options
□  Grey/Red □  Blue/Yellow □  Pink/Purple
□  2 jumps/page □  up to 6 jumps/page

□  Packing Mat with pocket □  Black/Silver colour ............................................... £8.95
□  Post Cards, set of nine high quality Wally Gubbins cards.............................  £3.99
□  Posters 3ft x 2ft □  5 man star with smoke □  24 man CRW stack

□  Build up of 126 w a y .............................................................................................  £2.99
□  All three posters ....................................................................................... £7.50

□  Camera Sight Stem and Universal Joint, fixes sight to helmet ............  £19.50 Rig Bags, 3 integeral pockets, shoulder straps and carry handle ...........  £34.95
□  Dytter, Audible Warning device loud version ........................................  £112.95
□  Gloves, Unlined for Summer, all leather 'I Select size and............... £15.95
□  Gloves, Lined for Winter, all leather with cuff /  colour below ............... £16.95

□  XS(7) □  S(71/2) □  M(8) □  L(9) □  XL(9V2)^D OS(IO)
□  All Black □  Black/Navy □  Black/Red □  Black/Skyblue □  Off White

□  Goggles, Air Lens and Kroops see order form below
□  Helmet, Frapp Hat, lightweight, all leather clip strap and Dytter mount... £49.95

□  S D M  □  L colour choices □  Black □  Navy □  White
□  Helmet, Protec □  S D M  □  L select size and colour...............................  £24.95

□  Red □  Black □  Blue □  White □  Yellow □  Pink □  Purple □  Lightblue
□  Helmet, Spare Liners for Protec Helmet □  S D M  □  L ...............................  £8.95

jsje^ □  Jewelery, Silver Parachute Earrings, □  Front View □  Side V ie w ................  £7.00
□  Jewelery, Silver Parachute Pendant, □  Front View □  Side V ie w ................  £5.00
□  Jewelery, Colourful Pin Badges, □  Square □  Round □  Freefaller

^  □  Twin Otter □  Pilatus Porter □  Hercules ....................................................  £5.00
□  Knife, Jack twin blades, eight inches long......................................................... £7.75

KigVj □  Knife, Jack twin blades, eight inches long, plus spare b lades...................... £9.00
□  Knife, Jack Pouch, Colour................................................................................... £2.50
□  Knife, Zak with Chest Mount Pouch, Colour.................................................. £4.99

'it V;
W

IMM%
I
1%

Colours.
□  Stamps, Self inking □  RW □  CRW □  Blue □  Violet (tick choices).........  £4.99

2 x  □  RW □  CRW (different colours)............................................ £8.99
□  Wallet, Parapack, fits in the Hip Pocket, zipped and other pockets.............. £3.99

Colour ................................................. □  RW Design □  Canopy Design
□  Wallet, Key Holder for money keys and cards ................................................ £2.45

Colour as W alle t..................................................................................................
□  Wallet, Wrist, wraps around wrist, towelled with key and

zip pockets, velco fastening. Co lou r................................................................... £2.45
□  Watch, Quartz, Swatch type, water resistant, sweep second han d .........  £14.50
□  Watch, As above with date feature. ...........................................  £17.45

□  Altimeter design □  ‘Skydive’ with picture design
□  Black □  White □  Pink □  Blue tick options

■  VIDEOS □  VHS □  Beta
□  From Wings Came Flight by Norm Kent ......................................................  £39.95
□  Air Bears, Freak Brothers Convention & Ride A Cloud £34.95
□  126 Way World Record £34.95
□  Wally Gubbins The Movie ...................................................Wally 1 ............  £29.20
□  The Right W ally ...................................................................... Wally 2 ............  £29.20
J The Wally S tu ff ....................................................................... Wally 3 .............  £29.20

GOGGLES i

DESCRIPTION

OVER EYEGLASSES

SIDE VENTED

SIDE VENTED

LENS COLOURS
□  CLEAR

TRIM COLOURS

□  RED □  BLUE □  BLACK
□  CLEAR G D A R K
□  ROSE □  LIGHT BLUE

□  MIRRORED

□  BROWN □  WHITE □  PASTEL PINK
□  YELLOW □  LT BLUE □  SHOCKING PINK
□  BLUE □  BLACK □  LAVENDER
□  GREEN □  RED L) ORANGE
Number boxes in order of colour preferred (i e 1.2.3)

fiirb e n s
SUPER SOFT DANISH GOGGLES PHONE FOR DETAILS

£7.50

E4.75

£5.25

from £8.25

I N a m e .........................................................................................................................................  Tel No......
Address.........................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................  Postcode
I enclose a cheque or please debit my
Access/Visa Account No...........................................................................................................................
Card Expiry Date ...................................................................................  Signature...............................
Post Packing & UK BFPO& Outside
Insurance Europe Europe

PLEASE NOTE! I  
A replacement Oder Form /  

will be sent with order. %

GOODS £

Orders up to £20.00 £1.25
Orders £20.01-£50.00 £1.95
Orders over £50.00 £2.95
All products guaranteed.

£2.50
£3.50
£3.95

£3.50
£6.00
£7.95

M a ilin g  & if*1 TOTAL £

Have you ordered from SWARD SPORTS BEFORE YES/NO

kv ■



BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
CLUBS AND CENTRES

A1 SKYDIVING CENTRE
The on ly centre in UK w ith  a fu ll t im e tw in  Otter 
(20 place) turbine aircraft. Unrestricted airspace 
guarantees you 12,000+ ft on every skydive. Load 
organisers, tandem, AFF and a friend ly welcome. 
Improve your skydiving, have fun at the UK's most 
progressive DZ.
A1 Skydiving Centre  
Rectory Farm, High St,
Abbotsley, Huntingdon,
Cambs. PE19 4UE  
Tel: (076 77) 7065

BLACK KNIGHTS  
PARACHUTE CENTRE
Week-end centre, firs t jum p SL courses, radios and 
aeroconicals. Tandem Courses. SL & FF 
progression to  category 10. RW and CRW 
instruction. Cessna 185 (in fligh t door). SL &  FF kit 
hire. Accuracy pit, canteen, washing and toile t 
facilities. Camping and caravans on DZ, B & B local. 
Contact Bob Parry 
Patty's Farm, H illam  Lane,
Cockerham, Nr. Lancaster 
Tel:w eekend 0524 791820 
m idw eek 051-924 5560

BORDER PARACHUTE CENTRE
In beautiful Northum brian countryside. 207, full 
equipment, free hire, RW/CRW instruction, 
Tandem. Visitors welcome, no membership fees. 
Centre has superb accommodation (booking 
essential). Bar, Restaurant, Entertainments. 
Weekend and m idweek (summer).
Border Parachute Centre  
Dunstanburgh House, Embleton  
Ainwick, Northum berland NE66 3XF 
Tel: 0665 76 588 or 433

BRITISH PARACHUTE SCHOOL
Open daily. First jum p courses and accelerated 
freefall courses. Training fo r progression jum ps 
and relative w ork always available. Cessna 206 and 
islander. Accuracy pit. Bunkhouse w ith  showers 
and cafe on DZ.
British Parachute School 
The Control Tow er, Langar Airfield 
Langar, Nottingham  
Tel: 0949 60878

BRITISH SKYSPORTS 
PARACENTRE
Open 7 days. 3 A ircraft. Accomm odation. Free 
Camping, Bar, Canteen. RW and CRW Coaching. 
Experienced Equipment. Tandem rides and 
evaluation courses available. Progressing students 
very welcome.
British Skysports Paracentre  
Bridlington Aerodrom e, Bridlington  
East Yorkshire  
Tel: 0262 677367

CORNWALL PARACHUTE CENTRE
Is different, its about people, enjoyment, safety. Not 
just your average centre. C182, Video, Tandem 
jum ping, finest equipment, camping, chalets, B & B, 
good food, friend ly staff. Daily 9.00 a.m. until 
sunset. Please contact Secretary Linda Ruth Grant. 
Cornwall Parachute Centre 
Frans Ranch, Old Naval Airfield  
St. Merryn, Cornwall 
Tel: 0841 540691

DUNKESWELL INTERNATIONAL  
SKYDIVING CENTRE
Friendly fu ll t im e c lub w ith  basic courses and 
tandem jum ping available all year round. Student 
progression, RW and CRW instruction, accuracy pit. 
Student and ram air kit available. Overnight 
accommodation, B & B nearby, canteen, bar and 
camping on DZ, Cessna 206. Non members 
welcome.
DISC, Dunkeswell Airfield 
Nr. Honiton, Devon 
Tel: 040 489 350

(

DONCASTER PARACHUTE CLUB
The new skydiving centre o f the North. Open Fri, 
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays — other weekdays by 
arrangement. 1st jum p static line courses, tandem 
jumps, excellent student progression — WARP, RW 
& CRW instruction by com petent instructors. Radio 
helmets, AAD's, Accuracy p it, student and 
experienced kit hire. Cafe, to ilet, and shower 
facilities, accommodation, caravans and camping. 
Bar on airfield. C206 Cherokee 6 and Piper Lance. 
Competitive jum p prices, everyone welcome. 
Doncaster Parachute Club 
Doncaster Airfield 
Doncaster, South Yorks 
Tel: W eekends 0302 532922 
Tel: W eekdays0532 505600

EAGLESCOTT SKYDIVERS
A weekend club which caters fo r all levels w ith a 
great club atmosphere. 1 st jum p, RW, CRW tuition. 
Cessna 182, camping, B & B, unbeatable pub and 
grub. A lternative adventure activities by the sea.
18 W eirside W ay  
Silverleaft Estate, Barnstaple 
Devon, EX37 7RB 
Tel: 0271 75000

EAST COAST PARACHUTE CENTRE
Single engine aircraft, tw in  when necessary. 
Student and advanced parachute kit hire. Style, 
accuracy and relative work instruction. Weekend 
courses (pre para tra in ing available mid-week). Non 
members welcome.
East Coast Parachute Centre  
Oakington Airfield (M ilitary)
Longstanton, Cambridge  
Contact address: W.P. Slattery  
8 Burns Crescent 
Chelmsford CM2 OTS 
Tel: 0245 268772

FIFE PARACHUTE CENTRE
Open daily to cater fo r firs t jumps, progression. 
RW, CRW, tandem. Facilities include bar, canteen, 
bunk accommodation & showers, Islander.
Fife Parachute Centre  
Muirhouses, Grange,
Errol, Perthshire.
Tel: 08212673

FLYING TIGERS 
SKYDIVING CENTRE
Beginners' courses, AFF, tandem, RW,CRW 
instruction, kit hire. Restaurant, bar, camping 
available, accommodation nearby. 180 Islander and 
Gazelle always available. Open weekends and 
evenings.
Flying Tigers Skydiving Centre  
Goodwood Airfield, Nr. Chichester 
W est Sussex
Tel: Kevin M cllw ee 0243 780333 

HALFPENNY GREEN SKYDIVING CENTRE
Friendly centre catering fo r progression.
RW, CRW instruction. First jum p courses, S/L 
square, Tandem and AAF. Two Islander aircraft. 
Cessna 180 (in f lig h t door). Unrestricted altitude, 
accuracy pit, free bunk house w ith  showers. Food 
and bar on airfield. Camping available. Open 
weekends and by arrangement.
East access from  M idlands and motorways.
Halfpenny Green Skydiving Centre
The Airfield, Bobbington
Nr. Stourbridge, W est M idlands
Tel: 038 488 293

HEADCORN PARACHUTE CENTRE
Full time, 9 to  dusk, very active m idweek. All levels 
o f instruction/progression, AFF, RW, style, 
Accuracy. Experienced staff, 2 Islanders, video, 
team rates. Canteen, free accommodation. 
Everybody welcome.
Headcorn Parachute Club 
The A irfield, Headcorn, Kent 
Tel: 0622 890862

HEREFORD PARACHUTE CLUB
Beginners' courses w ith  fu ll progression. SL/FF 
Aeroconicals, AADs, Radios, RW/CRW coaching, 
tandem , fu ll kit hire, cutaway rig. V isitors (C licence 
plus) welcome. Canteen, bar, to ilets, showers, 
accommodation, accuracy pit, 2 C206s. Closed 
Mondays.
Hereford Parachute Club 
Shobdon Airfield, Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire, HR6 9NR  
Tel: 056 881 551

IPSWICH PARACHUTE CENTRE
Open 6 days a week (closed Tuesdays). Islander and 
Cherokee V1 perm anently available - Student, RW 
and CRW instruction by full tim e staff, accuracy pit, 
excellent rigging facility. Food, accommodation, 
camping and bar on drop zone.
Ipswich Parachute Centre  
Ipswich Airport, Nacton Road 
Ipswich, 1P3 9QF 
Tel: 0473 710044

LONDON PARACHUTE SCHOOL - 
CHARITY PARACHUTING
Weekend club fo r student parachutists. Farmland 
DZ, height restriction, no accommodation. Not 
every weekend, advise telephone beforehand. GQ 
Aeroconicals, radios, boots, jum psuits, helmets 
loaned free.
London Parachute School/
Charity Parachuting 
PO Box 30, Abingdon  
Oxon, OX14 1DX
Tel: Abingdon 0235 24725 (24 hrs)

LONDON SKYDIVING  CENTRE
1st jum p courses. S/L, AFF, tandem. Full tim e 
centre. Skyvan and Cessnas. New clubhouse w ith 
showers, accommodation, canteen, bar, kit hire, 
camping. Easily accessible from  London and the 
Midlands, close M1 (J13 14)
The London Skydiving Centre  
Cranfield A irport, Cranfield 
Bedford, M K43 OAP 
Tel: 0234 751866

M ID LA N D  PARACHUTE CENTRE
Skydive MPC. Great weekend club. Islander, free kit 
hire, video and tandem plus S/L and 
progression/RW jum ping. Bunkhouse and 
showers, bar and cafe on airfield. All welcome. 
Hone DZ of the Slug Brothers!
M idland Parachute Centre 
Long Marston Airfield 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Warks  
Tel: 0789 297959

NORTHERN PARACHUTE CENTRE
(Leeds Bradford/M erlin)
Open every weekend. Islander, accuracy pit, 
clubhouse, cafe on camp. Friendly atmosphere, 
non members made very welcome. CRW/RW 
instruction, air video available. B & B and free 
camping o ff camp.
Northern Parachute Centre  
Topcliffe A irfield, Nr. Thirsk 
Tel: 0748 832521 Ext 5367
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NORTH WEST 
PARACHUTE CENTRE
Situated in fabulous Lakeland Scenery. Open 
weekends and Bank Holidays. Student progression, 
RW,CRW,BN Islander, kit hire, accuracy pit, 
canteen, toilets, shower. Bunkhouse and camping 
on the airfield.
North W est Parachute Centre  
Cark Airfield, Flookburgh 
Nr. Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria 
Tel: W eekends 044853 672/555  
Tel: W eekdays 0772 720848

PETERBOROUGH 
PARACHUTE CENTRE
Full tim e centre. Shorts Skyvan, RW instruction. 
Ground to  A ir and A ir to A ir Video, unrestricted 
altitude, accommodation, free camping, bar, food, 
AFF, tandem. Fifteen years' unrivalled experience. 
Peterborough Parachute Centre  
Sibson Airfield, Wansford  
Peterborough 
Tel: Elton 08324 490

RN &  RM SPA
S/L progression, free fall progression AFF, accuracy 
pit, CRW. Training by Europe's most experienced 
and successful jumpers, air to air video, kit hire 
(round and square), Cessna 182 (in flight door). Bar, 
canteen, free showers, camping.
Dunkeswell Airfield, Dunkeswell
Honiton, Devon
Tel: Luppitt 040 489 697

WILD GEESE TRAINING CENTRE
Open 7 days a week, accommodation, fu ll meals, 
student courses, tra ining to CAT. 10 standard, RW 
and CRW Instruction, kit hire, Cessna 182 plus 206, 
night jum ps, charity fund raising. Non members 
welcome.
W ild Geese, Northern Ireland
Contact: Dave Penny, 27 Drumell Road
A ghadowey, Coleraine
Co. Londonderry
Tel: Head Office 026 585 669
DZ 02665 58609

ARM Y PARACHUTE ASSOC.
The Com m andant
JSPC Airfield Camp, Netheravon
Salisbury, W ilts  SP4 9NF
Tel: Bulford Camp 09803 3371 ext. 245/277

BADM INTON PARACHUTE CLUB
Badminton, Avon 
Tel: 045 421 486
Contact: John Davis, N ew  Villas 
Badminton, Avon 
Tel: 045 421 249/379

OXON &  NORTHANTS  
PARACHUTE CENTRE
Hinton-in-the-Hedges Airfield  
Steane, Nr. Brackley, Northants  
Contact: M.E. Bolton, 85 Oak Park Road 
W ordsley, Stourbridge  
W est M idlands, DY8 5YJ 
Tel: 0384 393373

DONCASTER PARACHUTE CENTRE
Doncaster Airport 
Baw try Road, Doncaster 
Tel: 0302 532636 537085

RAFSPA
W eston-on-the-Green,
Nr. Bicester, Oxon 
Tel: 086 989 343

THE RED DEVILS
Queen's Parade, A ldershot, Hants 
Tel: 0252 24431 ext. 4600/4699  
Contact: Red Devils, Browning Barracks 
Aldershot, Hants.

SILVER STARS PARA TEAM  
RCT PARACHUTE CLUB
Azim ghur Barracks, Colerne 
Nr. Chippenham , W ilts, SN14 8QY  
Tel: 0255 743585/743446/743240

SOUTH WEST SKYDIVING  CLUB
It may be small, but is’s friendly. A weekend club in 
a popular holiday area. Some sum mer weekday 
evenings. Student S/L and F/F, progression jumpers 
welcome. RW and CRW. Free camping and 
caravanning on A/F. Bar and Cafe.
Cornwall Flying Club 
Cardinhan, Bodmin 
Cornwall 
Tel: 020882 419

SCOTTISH PARACHUTE CLUB
Open weekends and most public holidays. C206 
and C207, all types o f tra ining, best of facilities 
including: Fan Trainer, Gravel Pit, 2 
Training/Lecture Rooms, A ir to  A ir Video, Electronic 
Pad, Canteen, Lounge Area, Packing Tables. 
Scottish Parachute Club 
Strathallan A irfield, Auchterarder 
Perthshire
Tel: 07646 2572 weekends

THE SPORT PARACHUTE CENTRE
Young progressive centre, operated by skydivers for 
skydivers. Student and RW
progression/AFF/Tandem/RAPS courses. Weekend 
and midweek evenings at present. Full-time soon. 
Cherokee 6 A/C, new club build ing unrestricted 
altitude. Canteen and accommodation available 
The Sport Parachute Centre  
Tilstock Airfield 
Whitchurch, Shropshire  
Tel: 0948 841111

OVERSEAS 
CLUBS & CENTRES

CYPRUS COMBINED SERVICES 
PARACHUTE CLUB(CCSPC)
CJSATC Pergamos Camp, BFPO 58 
Tel: from  UK 0103574 530000 
ext. 337/245  
Contact: Club CCI

JOINT SERVICES PARACHUTE  
CENTRE, HONG KONG
Borneo Lines, BFPO 1 
Tel: 0-983 7221

RAPA JSPC(L)
Bielefelderstr. Norm andy, Kaserne
4791 Sennelager
Tel: 01049 5254 82 2378

OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
AFFILIATED TO BPA

SWANSEA PARACHUTE CLUB
Everyone welcome. Closed Mondays & Tuesdays. 
Open Weekends &  Bank Holidays 0800 — last light. 
Also open Wednesdays in W inter &  Summer 
midweek evenings 1700 —. S/L Squares, S/L Round, 
AFF, Tandem, A ir-To-A ir Video, WARP. Licensed 
Cafeteria, Toilets, Camping, Caravans, C207, 
Unrestricted A ltitude. Holiday Area.
Swansea Parachute Club 
Swansea Airport 
Fairwood Com m on, Swansea  
W est Glam organ, SA27 7JU  
Tel: 0792 296464

THRUXTON PARACHUTE CLUB
Open weekends, everyone welcome.
BN Islander and Cessna 206. SL and FF 
kit fo r hire, RW and CRW instruction, 
gravel pit, packing tables. Rigging 
service. Food, camping, washing 
facilities, toilets. AFF and Tandem 
available.
Thruxton Parachute Club 
Thruxton Airfield, Andover 
Hants, SP11 8PW  
Tel: 0264 772124

ACTION ENTERPRISE LIMITED
Now based permanently at Sibson A irfie ld: Skyvan 
Turbine Islander, Cessna, Rapid Progression 
Courses, Tandem Skydiving.
Sibson Airfield 
Wansford
Peterborough PE8 6NE 
Tel: 08324 677

BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE  
ASSOCIATION
Adrian Simons & David Gilbert 
c/o 30 Winchelsea House, 
Swan Rd, Rotherhide, London 
SE164LH Tel: (01)252-1945.

ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY 
ASTON UNIVERSITY 
BATH COLLEGE OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION 
BATH UNIVERSITY 
BRISTOL UNIVERSITY 
GUY'S HOSPITAL 
HATFIELD POLYTECHNIC 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE 
KINGSTON POLYTECHNIC 
LANCASHIRE POLYTECHNIC 
LEEDS UNIVERSITY 
LEICESTER POLYTECHNIC 
LEICESTER UNIVERSITY

MANCHESTER POLYTECHNIC 
MIDDLESEX POLYTECHNIC 
NEWCASTLE POLYTECHNIC 
NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY 
NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY 
PLYMOUTH POLYTECHNIC 
WALES POLYTECHNIC 
QUEENS UNIVERSITY BELFAST 
READING UNIVERSITY 
SHEFFIELD POLYTECHNIC 
SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF SLAVONIC AND 
EAST EUROPEAN STUDIES 
STRATHCLYDE UNIVERSITY 
SUFFOLK COLLEGE 
SURREY UNIVERSITY 
SUSSEX UNIVERSITY 
TRENT POLYTECHNIC 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE CARDIFF 
UNIVERSITY OF KENT 
UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER 
WARWICK UNIVERSITY 
YORK UNIVERSITY

POPS UK
Hon Treas/Sec Graham  St Clair 
37 Fetti Place, W itney  
Oxfordshire 
Tel: 0993 704095

SCOTTISH SPORT PARACHUTE  
ASSOCIATION
Richard Buchan, Lynemore, M adderty  
Crieff, Pethshire, PH7 3NY  
Tel: 0764 83 255
Organisers o f The Scottish Nationals. All visitors 
assured of a warm , Scottish welcome.

SLIPSTREAM ADVENTURES
W ith 4 fu ll-tim e AFF Instructors (5 more on call) and 
8 AFF Rigs at our disposal, Slipstream offers you 
outstanding instruction. We operate fu ll tim e w ith 
the use o f all Headcorn's facilities.
Slipstream  Adventures  
The Airfield, Headcorn 
Kent, TN27 9HX  
Tel: 0622 890641/890862  
also Thurston Parachute Club 
Tel: 0264 772124
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PENNIES 
FROM 

HEAVEN
20 million “Pennies from Heaven” , or their equivalent, 

fell from the sky on Tuesday 26th July at 12.15 am when the 
Trailblazers parachuted onto Cantley Playing Fields, 
Wokingham from 2000 feet with a giant British Airways 
‘cheque’ for £200,000 - the airline’s gift to Cancer Relief 
Macmillan Fund to build a cancer care day centre at Wokin­
gham Hospital, Berkshire.

Crowds of cheering school children watched he five- 
member parachute team  jump from their Cessna 206 and 
descend with brightly coloured smoke trails flowing from 
canisters attached to their feet. Then at 1500 feet the most 
experienced m ember of the team , 23 year old Rifleman 
Brian Byrne, released British Airway’s 7’ x 3’ banner cheque 
which was attached to his leg.

British Airways has pledged a total of £200,000 over the 
next four years to Cancer re liefs £3 million West Berkshire 
Cancer Care Appeal. This is a unique project between a 
national charity and a health district to provide a com­
prehensive range of cancer treatm ent and care services for 
all patients. The British Airways gift will be used specifically 
for a specialist day care centre at Wokingham, just one of the 
new facilities being built as part of the scheme.

Mrs. Gail Redwood, Deputy Company Secretary of 
British Airways presented the giant ‘cheque’ to the Appeal 
7s President, Colonel the Honourable Gordon W.N. 
Palmer, OBE, the Lord Lieutenant of the Royal County of 
Berkshire.

“The event is very significant because British Airways 
splendid gift brings us over the half-way mark of the 
A ppeal’s £3 million target” , Colonel Palmer said.

The Trailblazers were formed in January 1985 when the 
parachute display teams of the Light Infantry and Royal 
Green Jackets amalgamated to form a new, much larger 
team representing the Light Division. Since then the team 
has established a reputation as one of the premier military 
parachute display teams performing approximately 100 dis­
plays each year.

OBITUARY

The Light Division Parachute Display Team , 
also known as the Trailblazers, died at the tender 
age of thirty on 7 Oct 88, after contracting a term i­
nal illness at a meeting on 6 September.

The team began life as the Royal G reen Jackets 
Parachute Display Team some thirty years ago 
when sport parachuting was still in its infancy. 
These times may appear pre-historic to most in the 
sport today, and many of the present day big name 
dinosaurs of the sport were associated with the 
early venture.

In 1984, the Green Jackets team amalgamated 
with the Light Infantry team , alias The Silver 
Bugles, alias the Tumbling Trum pets, to form The 
Trailblazers. The team  specialised in CRW  on dis­
plays and also ran a student operation for mem­
bers of the two regiments who provided m an­
power for the team.

H er parents felt that they could no longer afford 
the manpower at a time when recruiting is 
expected to become increasingly difficult. (There 
will be 30% fewer people in the 16-24 year old age 
bracket in the next three years).

She leaves behind 25 orphans.
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PARACHUTE DISPLAYS
Nigel Jackson

It was suggested to me that a fair number of the readership do 
not know much about demos. My own team would probably 
add that the comment includes me! For what it is worth, the 
following article first appeared in PILOT magazine a couple 
of years ago.

“It is a Saturday again and I am sitting in the back of an 
Islander, shivering. Some may think it is nerves and they 
would not be wrong, but there is another reason. As I am the 
most junior m ember of the team  in terms of experience, I 
know my place, which is to be seated beside the open door 
while the wind whistles past at 130 knots, which is 150 mph 
for those without instant access to a slide rule. If I have not 
seen the error of my ways by next season, there should be 
other newer people around and hopefully I will be promoted 
to a seat closer to the heating system, from where I can 
watch the others shiver. But for now, I know that the outside 
air tem perature is 0°C, and it might just as well be 40°C 
below.

I am here because we are to perform in front of the public. 
It is not much of a way to fill a Saturday afternoon and I can 
think of better things to do right now than to throw myself 
from an aeroplane for the vicarious pleasure of elements of 
the Great British Public, but nevertheless here I am again; I 
am a slow learner.

The planning for this particular display started some six 
months ago in the dead of winter when the show organisers 
start to book their acts for the coming season. This is one of 
the first shows of a season which in the case of the Light Divi­
sion Parachute Display Team (‘The Trail-Blazers) will end 
with the completion of some 100 shows.

The show organisers will contact the team and explain 
that they would like us to put in an appearance. A conversa­
tion will then ensue about the cost, and they will eventually 
settle for an eight man show out of an Islander aircraft, at a 
cost of £600, which is bound to be more than they had been 
expecting; this is not difficult because in common with many 
organisers they had been expecting to pay nothing, oblivious 
to the fact that Islanders are expensive aeroplanes to oper­
ate, and free fall teams are equally expensive to keep on the 
road. And just because we are the “Army” they had thought 
that the taxpayer would foot the bill. But no Army team has 
received any public money for as long as anyone can 
remember.

Neither, incidentally, do the majority of teams ever get to 
be allowed to jump from R A F aircraft. It is a source of mild 
irritation and resentment, coupled with a weary resignation 
that the laws of the RA F rule books became enshrined as 
ultimate truths so long ago that they are now quite 
unbreachable, even by the Deity.

Having sorted out the financial side of the display, a Con­
tract is despatched so that no one will be in any doubt about 
who is going to pay for what. This is filed in order to avoid 
requoting a different rate to a bewildered show organiser a 
few weeks later. It also looks more professional to invoice 
for a completed display at the agreed rate. This will help to 
preserve the peace, and give an outside chance of getting the 
same booking in the following year.

The detailed planning can now start. Early in the piece, it 
is a good idea to know where the D rop Zone is to be, and to

get someone to look at it. The legal minimum is 75 metres 
square with reasonable undershoots and overshoots, and 
the surface should not be more than 10% covered with 
obstructions. Show organisers have a capacity for showing a 
large area and then omitting to mention that half of it will be 
taken up by the crowd, and a further quarter will be given 
over the the “Annual Un-M arried Pregnant Elephant Sup­
porter’s Convention” . Once the team is happy that there are 
to be no serious difficulties, like the close proximity of a 
Cruise missile silo or a multitude of interlocking high tension 
cables, we give notice to a Scandinavian forest to provide the 
paper for the next phase.

Paper is required for the following; ‘Notification of Dis­
play Parachuting to the Civil Aviation Authority’, ‘Request 
for Air Traffic Clearance for Parachute Displays’, ‘Land 
Owners permission’, ‘Notification to the Civil Police’, the 
Contract itself and several copies of a coordinating letter 
which will tell everyone else involved, jumpers and aircraft 
owner included, what is expected to happen and when.

This paperwork is in addition to the endorsement 
required in an aircraft’s operating manual to allow it to be 
used for parachuting, and the pilot’s own authorisation by 
the British Parachute Association to drop people from 
specified aircraft, thereby making him exempt from the law 
which does not allow so much as uneaten pieces of pork pie 
to be dropped from an aeroplane in flight less they should 
land on the heads of sundry of H er Majesty’s subjects about 
their lawful occasions.

The CAA will not acknowledge the display notification 
unless they have a particular wish to stop some obvious 
foolishness. The notification is simply filed and held to be 
used in evidence should something go wrong. The owners of 
the airspace which we intend to infringe will acknowledge 
receipt and give details of any restrictions. It will usually be 
a requirement that someone should phone ATC one hour 
before the display to make contact, and if we plan on being 
in congested airspace, there will certainly be a requirement 
for a transponder capable of squawking mode C (aircraft 
identification and altitude). This telephone call may seem a 
pain but it pays dividends, and Controllers are invariably 
extremely helpful and accommodating when they know 
what we are trying to achieve.

So having sorted out all the paper, at least four weeks in 
advance and preferably more, we come to the day of the dis­
play itself. The pilot will have been warned off by the aircraft 
owner/operator, often as much as ten minutes in advance of 
the arrival of the team , and he then has his work cut out to 
check the aforementioned documentation. He needs to 
work out how to find the showground which may have been 
presented to him in the form of a grid reference on a 
1:50,000 Ordnance Survey map and which he will probably 
want to identify on a more normal 1:500,000 Aeronautical 
chart. Sometimes he may be briefed on where he is expected 
to go as the team get on the aeroplane. If he sets off into the 
sky immediately without knowing the area, then he is living 
dangerously.

We set off into the sky which is the point we had reached 
at the start of this article. Eventually the pilot finds the 
Showground (it can help if the Jump master can read a m ap), 
and we identify it by checking that our own dayglo orange
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m arker panels are visible and in the shape of a ‘T \  If we end 
up dropping at the wrong show, it would be very em barras­
sing, but it would certainly not be the first or last time that it 
had happened. The ‘T ’ is laid into wind, assuming that our 
commentator has not been taking too much liquid refresh­
ment from the elephant mahouts.

The presence of the ‘T ’ clears us to the next stage of the 
operation which is to drop a wind drift indicator overhead 
the arena at 2000 ft. Display spotting is a serious business, 
and the W DI must be dropped accurately. It is a common 
flying fault to turn too close to the arena thereby making it 
impossible for the Jump M aster to correct the aircraft to 
directly overhead. The pilot then has the embarrassment of 
being told to go round again.

After establishing the exit point the jum pmaster asks for 
the aircraft to climb to an altitude, which will be cloud base 
or approximately 6000 ft. which ever is the lower. There is 
no point in going into any kind of cloud however wispy 
because the crowd will see nothing. Equally there is no point 
in going high because of limited visibility from the ground 
and the time taken by most aircraft to get up there. And 
while changing formations may be aethetically pleasing to 
the jumpers, the manoeuvres are lost on a crowd unless they 
can see what is happening. Smoke canisters attached to the 
legs of the skydivers can help solve some of this problem, but 
the crowds seem to prefer the low shows when they can see 
each individual jum per actually leave the aeroplane and 
deploy his parachute.

The aim is to reach the planned altitude and execute the 
drop precisely on the advertised time. The signal from the 
ground to the aircraft will have been changed from th e ‘T ’ to 
a ‘+ ’. Ground to air communication with the aircraft is no 
essential. All control can be done by using the panels in the 
arena.

For this show, we are going to leave the aeroplane at 3500 
ft., an unexpected luxury. The higher the exit altitude, the 
easier things become because height is safety. Conversely 
low cloud and windy days are not to be recommended for the 
good of the adrenalin system. Myself and one of the other 
newcomers are not going to be trustd to do anything daring 
and have been briefed simply to free fall for ten seconds, 
deploy our parachutes at 2500 ft. and spiral down into the 
arena, trying to land somewhere near the target. A t this 
stage, I have a very weighty m atter on my mind: To pull the 
initiation string on the smoke grenade attached to my leg 
before exit so that I am billowing smoke in free fall or to wait 
until I am under the canopy and then set fire to my leg? The 
only thing I can be sure about is that the smoke will draw 
attention to me, and I am aware that there can be phases of 
this operation when this is the very last thing I would wish to 
have happen. Additionally, if the smoke is still burning on 
deployment, it streams up the side of your body going into 
ears, eyes, nose and m outh, and changing the colour of any 
material in sight. It remains a mystery to me how smoke will 
change the colour of socks even when they are hidden deep 
inside jumpboots.

I am paralysed with indecision but then the jumpmaster 
makes up my mind for m e. “ O kay, off you go. ” There is now 
no time to waste and we dive into space, flying like birds, or 
is it plummeting like turkeys? After the parachute has 
opened, and after the third attem pt when I have finally m an­
aged to get my foot to my hand to activate the smoke gre­
nade, the remainder of our role is really very straight for­
ward, as long as we judge exactly what the wind is doing to 
us. We can only do 25 mph under the canopy, and the winds 
at altitude are often stronger than this, so it behoves a man 
to treat his approach to the arena with some circumspection.

The two CRW  formations are now linked and positioned

just upwind of the arena. Meanwhile the two solo 
parachutists (my partner and I) are throwing our parachutes 
around the sky to demonstrate their versatility, trying to 
avoid choking ourselves on our own smoke while we per­
form. On the ground the D Z  party has lit a smoke flare 
which is showing the direction of the ground wind. The com­
m entator is prattling on about the origins of each man, and 
he might, if he is feeling brave, attem pt to anticipate what 
the team will do next. As we do not really know ourselves, 
this anticipation can occasionally prove a little foolish.

We are now ready for our final approach into the arena. 
We must remember the golden rule never to go downwind of 
the “baseline” or boundary fence. If the wind above the 
arena is blowing harder than we can move forward, which it 
often is, we might well not get back to the edge of the landing 
area. It is not good publicity to land on the head of some 
wheelchair bound invalid in the crowd nor to wipe out a 
baby in a pram. Equally, in light winds, there is a danger of 
floating the length of the arena and into the far fence if 
judgement is not spot on. An abrupt reduction in the wind 
strength close to the ground is one of the biggest and more 
obvious problems. Less obvious is that a crowd of 50,000 
people will set up a very significant thermal which can keep 
a parachute aloft for vital extra seconds. Hamburger stalls 
can have a similar effect.

Although the cross in the arena is only a signal to the air­
craft, jumpers will usually try to land on it, and the crowd 
seem to like this display of skill. If there is no wind in the 
arena, it can be a little difficult to slow down the canopy in 
the flare, which can result in a minor collision with the 
ground. While this is not good technique, it is popular with 
the rest of the team because it makes them look good when 
they execute their own stand up arrivals.

Last into the arena comes the bihand followed closely by 
the four stack, which has elected to land rather than break 
up because the conditions are ideal. Landing a stack in less 
than ideal conditions can be hairy and there are various 
people around the country with bent limbs to prove it.

Everyone is now on the ground, for better or worse, and 
we run forward in unison to line up, be greeted and hand 
over a special “Pregnant Elephant Convention” flag to the 
inspecting dignitary. And that is all there is to it. The team 
pack their parachutes, sign autographs, attach small Light 
Division Free Fall Team stickers to small children and try to 
attach themselves to the larger and more m ature female 
members of the crowd. The crowd thins out as the start of 
the next event is announced, and the team retires discreetly 
to a local hostelry. There is nothing much to do until tom or­
row when the next two displays are due to take place.
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Commemorating 
British Pioneer Aeronauts

See p26for article — Commemorating British Pioneer Aeronauts

| H a m p to n ’s parachute descent at 
j\ Cheltenham , 1838

D r. B arton ’s A irsh ip  trials, 1905

The firs t parachute descent in Britain, m ade  
b y  G arnerin, in 1802

G arnerin ’s parachute —  ascent and descent, 1797

£

M.
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RW -  Does it have to 
stand for rotten weekend?

How many times have you driven 
home from the dropzone feeling 
absolutely cheesed off, £700 poorer 
and with ha lf a dozen pages in your 
logbook filled w ith the im m orta l word  
"ZOO", swearing to yourself that 
you've had enough wasted 
weekends, and this time you're defi­
nitely giving up skydiving fo r some­
thing more satisfying like boardsail- 
ing or speed chess. But you w on 't w ill 
you, because even though this sport 
o f ours can be so damn frustrating at 
times, there's jus t nothing else that 
can compare w ith the feeling you get 
when you've made a great skydive, 
and then a ll the naff ones pale into  
insignificance. So why can't a ll our 
skydives be great? Simple, because it 
isn't easy. Most o f us have to work 
damn hard to make a good skydive 
and the slightest mistake from any 
one person on the load can b low  the 
whole dive fo r everyone concerned.

Now I've previously written about 
attitude and approach to skydiving 
(ZOO TIME), Sport Parachutist A p ril/ 
May 1988) and how  positive thoughts 
can possibly improve our skydives. 
So this time, let's go a little  b it further. 
First you must ask yourselves what 
type o f skydiver you wish to be, are 
you the kind that's ju s t happy to sur­
vive, or do you tru ly  want to be the 
best you can be. I f  the form er applies 
then this article w ill have little  appeal 
for you, but i f  the latter applies, read 
on, m y words and thoughts may help, 
I certainly hope so.
Friday night you arrive at the drop­
zone and as fo r most o f us its straight 
into the bar to meet up w ith your 
friends to party and have a good time. 
And let's face it, when a skydivers' bar 
is in fu ll swing, we can have a pretty  
good time can't we, with everybody 
mucking in together to make the party 
swing. Whatever an individual's 
skydiving ability  or status, most o f us 
w ill party together, and that's what's 
great about a skydivers' bar - the 
integration. Friday night was great 
fun, but then on Saturday m orning  
we b low  the weekend as far as skydiv­
ing goes, because far too many o f us 
carry the integration through fo r the 
rest o f the weekend. We skydive with  
the guys we party w ith and their g ir l/ 
boy friends, wives/husbands w ith no

by Martin Evans

regard to experience and ability 
levels. I f  we want one o f a couple in 
our group we tend to take along their 
partner or friend, s im ply because we 
don 't wish to offend anybody. Well 
buddy, that's no good fo r anyone. 
Regardless o f their ability, its a disser­
vice to everybody on the load. It puts 
too much pressure on the lower 
experience level in the group and not 
enough on the higher level, and the 
general result is a bad skydive all 
round. If  you organise the skydive 
around the less experienced guys 
you're not stretching the others 
enough, and w ill most likely find they 
put little  e ffort into the dive. If  you 
design it fo r the higher experience 
level you 'll probably freak out the

Tarty with your 
friends, but skydive 
with those who can 

do the required moves'

lower experience and still not get the 
best out o f the others, as their hearts 
w on 't be in it from  the start. So what's 
the answer, selfishness? No, not at 
all, common sense is all it takes. Party 
with your friends, but skydive with 
those who can do the required 
moves. You don 't have to be a great 
buddy with someone to make a good  
skydive together. You may even find  
yourself warming to people you pre­
viously thought badly of, after a few  
good dives together. Everybody wins 
all round. You'll have good parties, 
nice skydives, at a level you're com­
fortable with, and you 'll widen your 
circle o f friends and continue to do so 
as you improve and move up through 
the levels o f competence.

Now don 't think I'm  condoning 
segregation in the air. I'm  not fo r one 
minute suggesting that the experi­

enced people never jum p  with those 
o f a low er level, that m ost certainly is 
not m y attitude. We all need to jum p  
with the guys better than ourselves to 
improve and everybody should do 
their b it to enhance the learning pro­
cess fo r others o f less experience. 
Remember, i f  you don 't help the 
novices today, who are you going to 
jum p with tomorrow. I f  you are a 
novice, don 't s it back and think its 
your right to have the experienced 
guys/girls putting skydives together 
for you. As with everything, you get 
out o f the sport what you put into it. 
Most dropzones nowadays operate 
the Warp system, i f  yours doesn't and 
you've jus t been cleared fo r RW (or i f  
you've been cleared fo r ages but 
aren't improving) then I suggest you 
move onto a dropzone that does offer 
this service, and has competent Warp 
instructors to work w ith you.

If  you want to be a skydiver but 
don 't want to learn how, you 'll find it 
tough going pal, but i f  you've got a 
dedicated go fo r it attitude, you 'll find  
more than enough experienced ju m ­
pers w illing to help you improve, but 
remember to keep an open mind, 
don 't let your enthusiasm overtake 
your competence. If  a proven experi­
enced jum per suggests that you 
weren't flying quite as well as you 
seem to think you were, don 't 
become aggrieved and arrogant, 
insisting that your version's right and 
theirs is wrong. Take their criticism  
and advice in the manner in which it is 
given and learn from it. Sometimes as 
a novice jum per, in the heat o f the 
moment, in an environment that we 
aren't fu lly  conversant w ith such as in 
the sky, things that we do subcon­
sciously are hard to recall when we're 
firm ly  back on the ground. This is why  
video is such an im portant aid to 
improvement fo r skydivers, and 
should be used whenever possible. A 
good instructor/organiser w ill not 
denigrate you, but w ill critique you 
honestly regardless o f whether your 
ego can accept it o r not. Therefore the 
best advice I can offer you i f  you wish 
to improve, is to learn to stand the 
heat or else to stay out o f the kitchen. 
And that, to close m y friends, applies 
to skydivers o f any experience level. 
Good vibes and nice dives!!
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Dear Carol,
May I use the pages o f the mag to 

offer heartfelt thanks to the members 
o f sta ff at CPCB, Ampuriabrava for 
making m y holiday there so very 
enjoyable. From the first day I and my 
girlfriend  were given all the help and 
advice we needed. The attitude was 
"you are on holiday, you have a good  
tim e."

Even though teams like UAE with 
their blank cheques were training  
they came second to fun jum pers 
which is very refreshing to see in 
today's commercial rat race.

A ll the advice I needed was on hand 
and w illing ly  given, from freestyle to 
CRW.

I was allowed to jum p onto the 
beach, jum p with both stills and video 
cameras and jo in  the club on demo 
jumps. A ll this w ith under 200 jum ps  
but under the watchful eye o f Roland 
and Maria.

I was allowed to jum p different 
types o f kit from 252 foils to PD 135 to 
broaden m y experience.

Away from parachuting, the sta ff 
took us to all the best local eateries 
and nightspots and really made us 
feel like part o f the family.

There was only one bad part o f the 
holiday. That as when I had to come 
home on m y own because they had 
offered m y g irlfriend  a job  which she 
readily accepted.

Thanks too must go to the UAE 
team fo r inviting me to jum p with  
them in the Catalan Cup (I promise to 
do better next time).

To anyone out there looking fo r an 
activity holiday in a beautiful setting 
with wonderful people on hand to 
help and advise then Ampuriabrava is 
fo r you.

Again thank you to all concerned. 
See you at Christmas.
Blue skies

John Drew 
C6007

Dear Editor,
May I through your columns thank 

the many people who made m y visit 
to the Belgium Merc Boogie so suc­
cessful:- Firstly to London Skydiving 
Centre, Cranfield fo r encouragement, 
to those whom I met at Moorsele, that 
rough, kind-hearted happy go-lucky 
outfit from  Black Knights Para-Club, 
Lancaster, thanks to P.O.P.S. and 
Graham St. Claire.

And last, but not least, to the sta ff o f 
Moorsele Para Club fo r making my 
67th birthday unforgettable - a Tan­
dem from 15,000 in a Hercules.
Blue skies to you all

Donald Evison-Jowett

Dear Carol,
After seeing Leo Dickenson's reply to 
'The BPA's se lf appointed, ever v ig il­
ant watchdog' I was left wondering i f  
I had missed something, - Oh yes, 
Leo's letter was most amusing, but 
did he actually say that the flight was 
subsidised or not? A fter re-reading 
the letter several times I came to the 
conclusion that hidden behind the 
'Funny' hogwash there was indeed an 
admission that our David was right.

Now I have no objections to a sub­
sidised rave up to which a ll members 
are invited, but to subsidise some­
thing which I d idn 't even know was 
happening (much less get invited to) 
somehow does not appeal to me. 
Still, maybe at the next rave up we 
could a ll have a vote to see i f  we can 
get all the door frames enlarged, I 
th ink that would be a much better 
idea than a mandatory IQ test as it 
would be a lo t fairer and maybe ena­
ble Leo to meet David as both could 
then attend!
Yours sincerely (with lots o f blind  
spies)

Kim Newton 
C7730

Dear Ed,
This is a letter o f thanks to all BPA 

members and the BPA Competition 
Committee, fo r the financial support 
we received which enabled us to 
compete at the World Cup in Vichy, 
France in August this year.

We were quite pleased with our 
results in Vichy, averaging 812, which 
bettered our Nationals average o f 
717, and resulted in 4th place behind 
the heavily sponsored teams from the 
USA, the USSR and France. In fact for 
a couple o f rounds we were holding  
3rd place. Had the Meet gone passed
5 rounds we would have qualified for 
the Semi-finals and Finals.

This result w ill certainly assist us in 
our approach to potential sponsors 
fo r next season, leading up to the 89 
Nationals and hopefully the World 
Championships.

Another possible sp in-off from our 
trip, may be an entry by the RUSSIAN 
RW SQUAD to a future British 
National. We and the BPA w ill work 
towards that end over the coming 
months.

The BPA sends Competitors to 
World Meets, not only in search o f 
Gold, but also, so that knowledge and 
experience can be passed on to all

BPA members. So w ith this in mind, 
please feel free to approach any 
m ember o f Team ’MO’ on the DZ at 
week ends (mostly Headcorn) and we 
w ill try to feed back some o f the skills 
and techniques we have picked up in 
Training and Competition.

Team 'MO'
Sarah Brearley 
Rob Colpus 
Pete Allum 
Tim Mace 
Pam Duncan 
Kevin Hardwick 
Andy Woodmansy 
Geoff Sanders

Dear Carol,
I read, w ith interest, the article on 

page 44 o f SP, Aug/Sept 88, entitled  
"When w ill the w ind drop?."

From the fact that it  was unsigned, I 
can only deduce that it's  accuracy is 
so good that, i f  the author was known, 
they would get strung up by a very 
painful part o f their anatomy as soon 
as they showed their face on the DZ. 
There is, however, one very im por­
tant thing missing from  the article...

No, it's  not the usual spectator 
questions, like "Have you ever been 
killed parachuting?" Not the fact that 
some people insist on w riting their 
name on the board but don 't get their 
kit out. Nor the fact that, despite polite  
warnings and/or threats, every DZ 
canteen insists on serving Baked 
Beans, Pickled Onions, Pickled Eggs, 
Curry and other such effervescent 
substances. It is, in fact, a very over­
used word that seems to be known by 
every student w ithout being taught 
it...

It has a sim iliar meaning to "When 
w ill the w ind drop?" but has a very 
strange spelling ... "WASSACHAN- 
SIZ?" Oh boy, i f  I had a quid fo r every 
time I'd  heard that word.... I'd  have 
m y own DZ, 80 new S/L rigs, 30 new F/ 
F rigs, 300 hours ofFreefall, 2 Porters, 
1 Dac, a new Citroen CX GTI Turbo,
etc., etc.....

Mike (it's a dirty, thankless job) 
Townsend 

D3538 Shobdon
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ADIDAS...A BRAND TO BEWARE OF!
So once again the dinosaurs o f the 

BPA dictate w ithout open debate on a 
subject which is to affect the young/ 
novice jumpers, who are the lifeblood  
o f our sport, in the m atter o f deploy­
ment devices fo r experienced ju m ­
pers.

I am a firm  believer in making 
skydiving as safe as possible fo r all 
participants at whatever level o f 
experience they may be, but the 
policymakers on the Safety and Train­
ing Committee, who I hasten to add 
are there purely because o f their 
employment positions and not 
because they have been elected, need 
to understand that throughout life 
there comes an age o f consent and all 
sound m inded adults are given the 
freedom o f choice. But not so w ith the 
BP A system it  seems. We are allowed  
to make a decision at sixteen years o f 
age as to whether we wish to hurl our­
selves at the ground at speeds in 
excess o f 120 mph, fo r the financial 
advantage o f others as much as for 
our own personal satisfaction. How­
ever, we are not allowed to decide for 
ourselves how we wish to s low  down 
our rate o f descent and land safely.

Time and time again, these old farts 
o f a bygone age in flic t upon this 
“space age sport" (a BPA quote I 
believe) restrictions on the develop­
ment o f equipment and the progres­
sion and evolution o f skydiving into  
truly a sport fo r the 90's. Why do we 
even consider a five year plan and the 
employment o f a development officer 
at a great deal o f expense when our 
own organisation turns us into the 
laughing stock o f the world 's skydiv­
ing fraternity, by insisting that 
although our experienced jum pers  
are allowed to go out into the w orld  
with their Cat 10 licences and in flic t 
their lim ited skills upon numerous 
unsuspecting persons worldwide, 
without being m onitored by the BPA, 
on a comparatively m inor issue as the 
pullout verses throwaway deploy­
ment debate, they are dictated to as to 
which system is the safest fo r them to 
use.

I have always been under the 
impression that a sport which 
demands character and a sharpness 
o f m ind and body such as skydiving, 
welcomed and thrived on ind ividual­
ity.

Now that's the bitching over, here's 
the opinion from  m y side o f  the fence.

Up until now  everybody who 
gained Cat 8 status and purchased 
equipment had the choice o f various 
deployment systems, but recently in 
real terms there have been only two  
different types o f deployment to con­
sider, i.e. pu llou t or throwaway, and 
as on alm ost every other single sub­
ject a ll skydives have very strong 
views on the best choice to make.

This o f course causes serious debates 
to take place at every parachute 
centre in the w orld  fo r the good o f us 
all, as all debate is very healthy and 
constructive. I'm sure we have all as 
students (apart from  probably 50% o f 
the Safety and Training Committee 
who have probably never jum ped  
either system and would welcome 
back the ripcord with cones and 
spring assistors) about to purchase 
our first set o f kit, gone around and 
around in circles over which choice to 
make. But what is most important, is 
that at the end o f the day when we 
have gathered together all the infor­
mation, the fors and against o f either 
system, before we've posted o ff our 
cheque and order form, we've had to 
debate w ith ourselves which prob­
lems or situations we felt best able to 
cope w ith i f  need be. Nobody but our­
selves can make that decision.

Now sadly fo r British skydivers 
with less than 200 jumps, that se lf 
debate w ill never take place and its 
doubtful i f  it w ill ever arise when the 
200 jum p lim it is reached. What I 
believe w ill happen is that the pullout 
system w ill become a status symbol 
fo r the "cool and groovies". Jumpers 
having reached 200 jum ps w ill be 
buying new kit o r having their system 
changed so they can strut and pose. 
They'll be turning up at dropzones 
around the country with no briefing 
on the pullout system, going up to do 
relative work w ithout making any 
familiarisation jum ps and whistling in 
nineteen to the dozen by this time 
next year.

Now before you a ll pu t pen to paper 
to quote your statistics let me con­
tinue. It is said (rumoured) that the 
statistics show that there are more 
incidents o f non deployment o f the 
main canopy by jum pers w ith the 
pullou t system than there are by jum ­
pers w ith the throwaway system. This 
may be correct but do the statistics 
show  how many pullou t systems are 
in use as opposed to the throwaway 
system. How do other incidents com­
pare between the two systems, i.e. 
pilotchutes in tow, bridleline snares 
and hang ups, pilotchutes wrapping  
around arms and legs, etc, to name 
jus t a few likelyhoods. I believe that i f  
you are unable to deploy either sys­
tem it is because you've screwed up 
not because one system is less reli­
able than the other. I f  you try to dump 
a pullout and get a s tiff o r impossible 
pull, its more than likely because 
you've packed the pilotchute incor­
rectly. For m y part I jum p a pullout 
and have done so fo r the past 1,100 
jum ps and I have my closure loop as 
short and as tight as possible. I have 
never experienced a s tiff pu ll on any 
one o f the four different rigs I have 
owned.

If  your dildo comes free from the

pack its probably because you d idn 't 
secure it properly in its keeper or you 
d idn 't stay aware as you were climb­
ing out o f the aircraft, o r maybe it was 
knocked or pulled o ff whilst doing 
RW. Any one o f these situations can 
arise w ith either system, so where is 
the problem with the pullout. You 
only need to reach a few  inches to the 
base o f the pin and pu ll the attach­
m ent line, its no big deal. Surely a 
pilotchute in tow  is a much more hor­
rendous situation to be confronted  
with.

A report in the June issue o f 
Parachutist (the USPA magazine) on 
fatalities, the 1987 Summary men­
tions a number o f incidents with hand 
deployed pilotchutes, among them  
five fatalities due to pilotchutes in 
tow. Nowhere in the report are any 
direct problems associated with the 
pullou t system mentioned.

I'm  sorry guys but I think you've 
made yet another gross error o f 
judgem ent (remember the great 
slider stop scandal!). You can't keep 
slapping restrictions and bans on 
equipment because people malfunc­
tion. What's needed is better charac­
ter assessments, training and/or 
briefing. Certainly some people 
would be better suited to a particular 
type o f equipment, but let's face it, 
there are also a lo t o f people who 
would be better suited to an entirely 
different sport. What w ill you ban or 
restrict next when one o f those guys 
malfunction yet again? Is this the thin 
end o f the wedge? How long before 
we're a ll restricted to only what the 
“o ld gang " consider suitable?
Debate, I love it!

Martin Evans 
Flock 1

P.S. I tripped up on m y last skydive 
ju s t p rio r to leaving the aircraft 
because I failed to tie m y trainer laces 
correctly. Perhaps you'd like to write a 
quick line to Adidas on m y behalf exp­
laining that their footwear is unsuita­
ble fo r parachuting and is banned 
forthwith.

Dear Editor,
I'm looking for all the people who 

have come to this country from  Zim ­
babwe. I know the whereabouts o f 3 
or 4 ex Delport Farm skydivers and I 
believe a few from  Matabeleland 
have moved into the Maidstone area. 
I f  they would contact me at Higher 
Bog Height Farm Cottage, Bog Height 
Road, Darwen, Lancashire I would  
like to discuss the m ajor differences 
between Castle or Lion and Websters 
Bitter.

Chris Davies C something or other 
(I've lost my log book again) 

P.S. I believe they've crashed the Trog 
again!

(0254 771916)
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Dear Ed,
Have you heard the one about the 
Englishwoman, the Scotsman and 
the two Irishmen? Probably not, as 
we were the only jum pers from the 
British Isles to travel to the German 
Hercules Boogie. You may, therefore, 
be interested to hear an account o f 
the "o ther" boogie.

We had been torn between this and 
the Vichy Boogie, but had gone to 
Germany on the strength o f invita­
tions fo r a 150 way World Record 
Attempt. We had some scepticism, 
knowing that three World Record 
Attempts were proposed simultane­
ously. Nevertheless, we were soon 
disappointed. A lthough the event 
was well organised in other respects, 
(hot showers, clean toilets, all day 
food etc.), they had failed to organise 
the jumpers. Only 70 jum pers turned  
up fo r the attempt, about 100 less 
than invited.

We at first hoped to make a 70+ fo r­
mation and were successful at prac­
tice 30 ways, but, on increasing to 45, 
always found we had 3 or 4 out. 
Debriefing these dives was greatly 
aided by superb video work from Nor­
man Kent and Spaghetti, /who prefer­
red to have Norman in the foreground  
and the formation in the 
background!).

A fter a while, the consensus was 
that it  would be more satisfying to 
concentrate on sequential dives in 
smaller groups o f 20 or less. These 
jum ps were fa irly successful, with 
three points usually made, and we 
enjoyed ourselves like this until the 
second weekend, when a German 
Record A ttem pt took away a lo t o f our 
talent. We compensated by discover­
ing the joys o f freestyle, (tuition avail­
able from  Diana Kent o f "From Wings 
Came F light" fame).

The m ost jum pers manifested at 
one time was 190, (one lift), and m id­
week there were often 100 free slots 
on board! It was very relaxing to 
know that you would always be on 
the next lift and d id not have to hurry 
or hassle. This allowed plenty o f time  
to develop a suntan, (the weather was 
unusually good fo r the region), and to 
make more friends.

Siegerland A irpo rt is nearly 2,000 
feet h igh; this meant that our usual 
dropping height o f 17,000 feet was 
actually 19,000 feet above sea level 
and that the occasional higher load 
topped 21,000 feet. Oxygen was avail­
able on board and m ost people fared 
OK, though two did collapse on the 
highest lift.

The area is heavily wooded, with  
pretty villages nestled in deep val­
leys, (I landed at m inus 700 feet once). 
The spotting was excellent; some 
days we landed in the packing area 
every jum p, but there were the inevit­
able unplanned sightseeing trips o f 
the surrounding countryside. (We 
only had two passes i f  the plane was 
full). Out landings were no problem if  
you could reach a road or village as 
the locals were delighted to help, but

some less canny jum pers landed in 
the heart o f the forest.
Jump prices were the highest I've 
paid, but not enough I suspect to 
cover the financial loss o f such a low  
turn out, (only about 400 registered in 
the whole 10 days). The plane was 
South African and so were most o f 
the organisers, who had carefully 
thought out how  to control the man­
ifest, emplaning etc. Bibi Derx had 
also laid on heavy advertising fo r this 
winter's boogie in South Africa. The 
only odd note was, after some com­
plaints about people dumping early, 
to hear the whole DZ being exhorted 
to "Pull Low".

Although the hoped fo r th rill and 
glory was lacking at this boogie, it 
was an enjoyable holiday. For once, I 
arrived home fit and refreshed, 
instead o f in the usual state o f 
exhaustion I feel after boogies.

Felicity Martin D2808 
P. S. I am English, I've jus t lived a long 
time in Scotland!

Dear Carol,
I have jus t returned home having 

spent a week attending the R.W. 
Nationals at Weston-on-the-Green. 
Firstly, I would like to congratulate the 
sta ff at Weston and the BPA for the 
smooth efficient running o f this 
year's championships.

I was attending the Nationals not as 
a competitor, but in the role o f air to 
a ir video cameraman, a facility which 
proved necessary throughout most o f 
the 8 way Speed Star competition, 
and it is w ith regard to this element o f 
the National Championships that I 
believe serious consideration needs 
to be undertaken, in relation to the 
rules currently being adopted. The 
specific section o f the Speed Star 
rules which I believe should be caus­
ing concern is the requirement o f a 
complete "no show " exit.

The "no show " exit rule when 
associated with especially the B.N. 
Islander door, as used at the Nation­
als, presents an unacceptable 
increase in risk to the competitors 
involved. The evidence I have sub­
stantiating this comes from  what I 
personally witnessed during m y role 
as an a ir to air cameraman, during the 
Speed Star competition, more o f 
which I w ill explain later, and also var­
ious accounts o f incidents and 
injuries received by competitors 
involved.

I spoke with a number o f com­
petitors from different teams who 
had various "ex it" horror stories to 
relate, fo r example:-

- bruised and grazed shins
- physical blows to various bodily  
parts, including one competitor 
who received a hefty b low  to the 
head from the door frame
- footwear coming o ff - this hap­
pened on at least three separate 
occasions

- one competitor, on the w inning  
team, received such a severe b low  
to his low er leg and foot that it 
removed his footwear, and in 
freefall he looked down because 
he thought his leg was broken. He 
was lim ping quite badly fo r the 
remainder o f the week
- Need I go on?

On a potentia lly more catastrophic 
note, on one Speed Star exit, I was 
acting as the videoman. Climbing to 
altitude the video system failed to 
operate. This was communicated to 
the ground video and so I remained 
inside the aircraft, and was able to 
observe the team's exit at very close 
quarters. What I witnessed was a s itu­
ation which, given the wrong cir­
cumstance, could have caused a fatal­
ity. As the team launched, the jum per 
nearest to me at the rear h it the slop­
ing door frame w ith such force that 
her reserve container was badly dis­
torted and the shoulder strap dis­
lodged. It was fortunate that her sys­
tem was a Warp III rig, because had it 
been a pop top Racer rig, the reserve 
p ilo t chute would defin itely have 
been ripped upwards, the net result, 
at best, being bent reserve pins.

There must be a solution which w ill 
be acceptable to the judges and the 
safety o f the competitors. I would  
suggest a revision o f the exit rules 
allow ing one centre floater. This w ill 
enable the exit to be far more contro l­
led and disciplined and substantially 
safer. I f  the judges are capable o f  
assessing the m oment o f release 
using ground to a ir video with  
sequential 4 way at 9500 feet, then 
they can also do the same fo r a shown  
8 way speed exit at 8000 feet.

I believe that this change is neces­
sary and should be implemented  
sooner voluntarily, rather than later 
by a Board o f Enquiry.
Food fo r thought.

Peter Harlow 
D2381

Dear Carol,
I'm  afraid the article "An Introduc­

tion to Aerodynam ics" in the A p ril 
issue has go t it quite wrong. The diag­
ram o f forces is not correct. L ift and  
drag are defined with respect to the 
direction o f movement through the 
air, not the horizon. The angle o f 
attack is the angle the aerofoil makes 
with the air flow, not the horizontal. It 
is not a fixed constant: when it is gre­
ater than the stalling angle, the 
canopy w ill stall. This can happen 
when you fly into turbulence or the 
updraft from a hot runway, as well as 
by pulling down the trailing edge. Lift 
is the force acting at right angles to 
the air flow, not necessarily straight 
upwards. In a downplane, fo r exam­
ple, the lift is acting horizontally, 
creating the high tension found in 
that formation. Drag is the force
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Dear Carol,
Enclosed is a slide you may be able to 
use to prove there is s till life at 
Halfpenny Green.
In picture - camera David Fothergill, 3- 
w ayAndy "D o lly" Parton, Barry Joss, 
Carol Middleton.
Picture taken by myself.

Tim Homer

Dear Carol,
This is ju s t a short note to say 

thanks to people at the Northern 
Parachute Centre at Topcliffe fo r all 
their help and guidance during my 
short but sweet time w ith them; from  
m y firs t student static line to 15 sec­
ond delays in three months, (it would  
have been '20s' but fo r m y attempts 
to impersonate helicopters at term i­
nal velocity).
The credit fo r this fa irly rapid prog­
ress m ust go to the Sky Gods (sorry; 
instructors) who have patiently given 
advice that is perfectly logical on the 
ground but which goes to ratdrop- 
pings in the air. It is impossible to 
mention everybody but in particular I 
wish to thank Trev Dobson (CCI), Lin­
ton Austen (Jane's brother!) and Bill 
Rule (the Magnificent Manifestor).

I now  move to Leicester to further 
m y education so Langar can expect to 
see me in the near future but I have 
been ordered to return to Topcliffe for 
m y 100th descent (and dunking!). 
Thanks to everybody at Topcliffe fo r 
making m y short stay an enjoyable 
one.
Blue Skies,

John T. Fogg (Apprentice Sky God).
BPA 406670

parallel to the a ir flow  (again, not 
necessarily parallel to the horizon). A 
round canopy going downwards is 
supported by drag, acting upwards. 
As fo r thrust, a parachute has none - 
like a g lider or paper dart. Only 
powered aircraft have thrust.

Using the correct definitions, 
theory o f fligh t need not become 
complicated.

Martin Lyster

Dear Editor,
On behalf o f the University Clubs 

below I would like to express our 
gratitude to Swansea Parachute Club, 
and a ll its members, fo r the valuable 
assistance and encouragement 
received over the past year, espe­
cially in the form  o f the recent South 
West Collegiate Competition.

This persuaded many o f our less 
committed members that parachut­
ing can be a fu ll time sporting (and 
social!) committment, even at a rela­
tively inexperienced level.

We all hope that next year w ill be 
jus t as much fun, thanks again to 
Dave and all his staff. (Got any bones 
left to break, eh?)
Yours, with the hope o f blue skies,

Sam Molan 
B8212

Cardiff University Parachute Club 
Samantha Molan B8212

Aberystwuth University P. C.
Mike Edmondson A8225 
Julia Full A8291

Swansea University P. C.
Mark Dabbs B8164

Something to say? Have you any 
views on the sport that you'd like 
to put to other readers? Got a 
gripe about something?
Send your letters to: The Editor, 
Sport Parachutist, c/o BPA, 
Wharf Way, Glena Parva, Leices­
ter, LE2 9TF.

Dear Editor,
It was nice to see at th e A l Accuracy 

Meet, a novice team took the trouble 
to turn out when most people were in 
Belgium. Tom Ryan, Dave Barret 
made their way into the p it on their 
first attempt, Steve H itwell and Dave 
Hishon who were jum ping  the club's 
A.F.F. rigs with a lim ited amount o f 
square jumps, d id  not disgrace them­
selves in the w indy conditions. Well 
done lads, you w ill possibly be the 
club's future sky gods!

Left to right
Tom Ryan, Dave Barret, Dave 

Hishton and Steve Hitwell.
Pat Hammond 

C7997
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STILL WAITING FOR THAT
The thing about gold medals is, there’s not enough to go 

around.
We train hard and then compete furiously for them. This 

time it was the French who provided the platform for com­
petition in an event held in August. They called it Mondial 
de Parachutisme, an event involving all 4 skydiving discip­
lines ‘headed’ by the 2nd CRW  W orld Championships. It 
was an event combining Pomp & Parachuting Performance.

The facilities at Vichey, for a start, are akin to a mini 
Seoul, its a sports complex in its entirety and all those 
facilities were open to us.

The world was welcomed at an opening ceremony worthy 
of our hosts flair for pagentry including a fly past by their 
equivalent of the Red Arrows, water skiers, tandem jump 
into the river Allier, the Peking State circus and enough 
speeches to satisfy even our insatiable apetite for them.
Unfortunately not enough champagne, I even saw the 
I.O .C . representative hunting down another glass...but CRWTeam

The Teams
The British CRW  team could teach Blue Peter a trick or 

two when it comes to creating silk purses out of sows ears. 
We assembled a strange mixture of military and civilian built 
around a rough framework from the squad so successful on 
previous campaigns. In the absence of their usual support 
from the free fall team , the Royal Marines recruited players 
from as far afield as Hong Kong, Spain, California and
C .T .C ., one member still 21 jumps short of his 400th. How­
ever, with an excellent training camp in Avignon of 87 jumps 
in 11 days, the competitive machine was full of confidence 
and firing on all cylinders. T here’d been a few hiccups and 
misfires on the way, an understandable bi-product of com­
petitive skydiving I guess, but the drive North to Vichy was 
a confident one.

Patrice had rallied together a redoubtable task force for a 
completely feasible assault on all three events. On their own 
ground, the benefit of an 8 year CRW  program and previous 
results, the French were recognised as the team  to beat. 
They had maintained their psychological supremacy until 
other teams arrived to share a final training camp in La 
Palisse. Inexplicably, they were caught chopping off lengths 
of line in a desperate last minute attem pt to gain canopy 
compatability. They clearly were having major problems 
with their newly designed Contacts.

Australia have always been credited with launching them ­
selves at CRW  with the utmost enthusiasm. Always snap­
ping at the heels of previous gold medal winnings. The 8 way 
team, XXXX, in particular I ’ve always considered as the 
epitome of a complete team , embodying all the necessary 
virtues; skill, enthusiasm, dedication and fun. The word was 
being spread around that it was the ‘year of the Aussie’.

Jump Street headed the largest contingent at the meet. 
The USA brought along 3 seperate teams, one for each 
event. Budweiser & Tension Free, old friends from as far 
back as 1982 that have competed in every world m eet since 
then. For Jump Street (8  way) it was their first. For domestic 
reasons, despite having won a number of National events 
they’d had to wait 6 years for a chance to compete interna­
tionally.

The three remaining 8 way teams, Holland, New Zealand 
and West Germany were really composite teams drawn 
from the 4 way disciplines. However, Holland especially 
who had trained hard with us in Avignon, showed by their 
times it wasn’t essential to concentrate exclusively on one 
event. Re-directing sequential and rotation skills compli­
ments 8 speed Formation and can prove successful. How­
ever, I am not sure if the reverse is true.

The Chinese rotation team  and techniques is legendary in 
CRW. Their immaculate skills in rotations are unquestiona­
ble, but everyone waited to see how they handled the new 
scoring system. They had also followed everyone else’s 
example and admitted sequential to be the way forward, 
entering a team for the first time.

Traditionally there is rarely an emergence of a complete 
new team in any of the events. Its a peculiarity unique to 
CRW that we m eet bi-annually with many of the same faces 
to thrash it out, so when the Swiss & Canadians arrived it 
was refreshing to welcome them into the family and on this 
occasion they raised a few eyebrows in the process.

4-way Rotations
China almost blew the whole thing in their first round 

sneaking just a Vi second under the maximum 2 minutes 
allowed for 10 points. Australia did blow it! Failing to score 
a time effectively means you’re going through the motions 
from then on. Switzerland led the bunch, Holland, USA and 
France chasing hard. W e’d never trained seriously for rota­
tions but in company a little too hot for us, pulled out our 
best ever dive; 10 points 1:56 sec. Rounds 2 and 3 left, China 
had big trouble scraping through again, France had a triple 
wrap and cut away. Switzerland USA and New Zealand 
were now pulling us along with 2 more best ever dives. It was 
still the 1st days jumping and the ‘jury’ had already sat for a 
protest from the USA. A  protest upheld and although it 
seemed petty and unsignificant at the time, it set an unfortu­
nate precedent for the rest of the meet. Still, we were too 
busy basking in our own glory, the scoreboard albeit tem ­
porary displayed G.B. ahead, after 3 rounds, of the mighty 
Chinese. After the fourth round and before we received
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TASTE OF GOLD
news of our bust, the G .B. camp was beginning to think the 
unthinkable. The bust was a bitter blow. Now the Chinese 
were motoring, pulling out a 1:22 sec 10 points, and no one 
could stay with that. The USA were in 4th gear too closing 
the gap on two very impressive teams the Swiss and the 
Dutch, but in dreadful conditions in the seventh round, it 
was the Dutch to faulter allowing America to pull a 6 second 
lead on them into the final round. China were well 
entrenched now in first place with Switzerland taking silver. 
The USA held on to bronze in a fine competition which saw 
Holland pipped at the post.

Sequential
To watch the French perform sequential is to witness 

absolute control, efficiency of movement and a gracefulness 
unrivaled by any other team. Their team here at Vichy dis­
played the best in CRW  and no-one saw anything but their 
heels from the starting blocks with a spirited performance in 
each of the eight rounds. China’s debut showed just how 
quickly the learning curve can be by pushing the Americans 
for silver position. But no one could stay with the French 
unbeaten in every round and pulling off a very popular gold 
with a massive margin of 27 points.

8 Speed Formation
We couldn’t have pulled the draw out of the hat any better 

for us if we’d tried, box kite, bi-plane diamond, Plane. W e’d 
channelled all our training into this event, traditionally the 
keenest fought and for us at least, producing our best 
results. First up we were ‘asked’ to set the pace and we did 
with a reasonable 1:09 sec Box. There was some hot CRW to 
follow and as the teams perform ed, only New Zealand and 
Germany failed to better our score in the first round. Dark 
ominous looking clouds threatened the skies above Vichy 
for the second round. W e’d opted to refuse to jump on the 
grounds of turbulance yet other teams chose to continue. 
Holland paid a dear price and didn’t complete, but by doing 
so made it compulsory for us to jump in worsening condi­
tions. Our time of lmin:42 was a sickening blow so early in 
the competition and left us a long way behind the 3 front run­
ners. But the French too were unhappy. Rumour in the 
camp suggested that their formations were very fragile and 
when they failed to complete the Bi-plane Diamond in 
round 3 it sent shockwaves through the entire competition. 
The favourites were effectively out!

The Australian camp looked the more composed as the 
advantage swung between them and the USA, both teams 
extending their lead on us over the next 3 rounds until the 
first taste of controversy in the sixth. I t’s a detailed and com­
plicated series of events but only the Americans will ever 
know if their claims for a second re-jump following a “mal­
function” were warranted. The judges believed not and 
scored the USA 4 points. Following a protest the Interna­
tional jury panel upheld the j-udges decision, America too 
was out of the running.

The USA then protested the Jury’s decision, it was now 
getting well out of hand and the Australians answered it by 
consolidating their lead with an excellent 2nd Kite, only to 
land and learn that the Jury had now reversed their previous 
decision and awarded a sixth round re-jump to the USA.

MONDIAL
DE PARACHUTISME

V I C H Y

British RW  representatives at the World Championships, Team ‘M o’, who 
turned out a splendid performance against tough competition to finish 4th — 
after holding third place for a number o f rounds.
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That decision turned out to be one of their least inspired per­
formances and the thought of it brought a blush to the faces 
of those that bear the inevitable embarrassment of getting it 
totally wrong. It was met with simmering disgust from all the 
other competitors.

A beautiful clear blue sky welcomed the final days jum p­
ing, our tactics now dictated to us, we were 2 minutes behind 
the leaders and would go steady to secure bronze for our two 
remaining dives. We pulled off an impressive 1:10 Bi-plane 
Diamond and waited, Am erica’s brilliant sub one minute 
put them 15 secs ahead of Australia. Then we all waited; it 
all rested on the final round in good competitive tradition. 
We had marvellous conditions but weren’t jumping. The 
accuracy had national TV coverage along side us and then 
followed the most ludicrous decision which plunged the final 
day into a farcical outrage. The CRW  World Champion­
ships were to be called on the seventh round because tele­
vised accuracy took priority. It was a bitter pill to swallow 
for competitors and judges alike, it still leaves a sour taste 
and took a lot of the shine off what was otherwise a highly 
polished event.

The prize giving did suffer a little too, but the Champions 
from all 4 disciplines put on a memorable show. How do 
skydivers entertain other skydivers, well it’s difficult to 
come up with something novel, believe me, the Tag team 
put on a display of outstanding showmanship, taking every­
body’s breath away! (Ask someone who was there!).

A quick thanks to Pete Half acre, Lofty and Grace and 
from me to all the lads on the team ...Taff, Mike, Graham, 
Keith, Bosey, Kev, Phil, Fred and Yorky. I ’m sure there are 
some contemplating Thailand in 1990. By then those of us 
with receeding hairlines will be in full retreat, and the young 
lions who have been snapping at our feet may be going for 
the throat. Well whoever it is assembling in 2 years from 
now, let’s not wait too long for the taste of gold.

CRW Rotations r^ ults
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M a t io n Rd 1 R d l Rd3 Rd 4- RdS Pd lo Rd7 Rd B T o ta t

F ra n c e 9 9 9 9 8 8 8 & 6 8  pfcs

U S A 5 5 5 (O (o 5 S 4-1

C h in a 5 3 7 4- 7 4- 5 4- 3 9

H o lla n d 3 4- 3 5 4- 4- 5 1 2 9
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8-way Speed

BRITISH NATIONAL Team Rd.1 Rd.2 Rd.3 Rd.4 Totals

PARACHUTE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Happy Daze Going South *13.57 
Tension in the Willies 7 
Touch Above 7

*15.67
*24.05
*22.60

*16.29
6
*19.45

*17.33
0
*20.46

4* 62.86 2nd
1*24.05
3*

More Pop for the Maffia 3 5 7 7 0*

1988 Choir Boys 5 7 *24.38 6 1*24.38
Fly Blown *21.14 *18.54 *15.82 *17.34 4*72.75
Red Army *23.27 *19.38 *18.12 *19.19 4*79.96
Royal Engineers *24.74 *14.45 *16.94 *14.18 4*70.31 3rd

4-way Senior Mo
Ice Flow

*15.20
*15.47

7
*16.31

8
*16.51

*16.70
*12.50

2*31.90  
4* 60.791st

4-way RW Sequential Senior Katies Friends *24.73 *16.33 6 0 2*40.70

No. TEAM 
19. Red Devils

1 2 
4 5

3 4
4 7

5 6 7 8 9 10 
2 3 5 7 5

TOTAL
42

POSN
8 4-way RW SEQUENTIAL SENIOR

20. In A Mo 7 10 9 5 7 8 9 8 4 6 73 3 NO TEAM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 TOTAL POSN
21. City Gents 3 1 3 3 4 2 2 2 20 19 9. Studs from Space 1 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 21 17
22. Balhywasour 10. Maffia 4 4 4 2 3 4 3 5 29 15

Last choice 7 3 2 3 7 8 7 8 6 7 58 5 11. Eggs Flit 3 1 2 5 4 4 2 3 24 16
23. Ice 6 6 2 6 6 5 5 6 6 8 56 6 12. Going South 10 9 7 8 7 11 9 9 5 7 82 2
24. Happy Dase 6 6 7 6 7 7 7 8 5 8 67 4 13. Vi a Mo 11 9 8 4 10 10 12 7 10 10 91 1
25. HHHFFURR 5 5 3 4 5 4 4 5 35 11 14. R.E. Red 4 5 4 4 5 4 5 6 3 40 9
26. Army AM 5 3 5 4 6 6 3 6 5 43 7 15. The Not
27. Blown Relay 2 3 3 4 5 5 4 5 31 13 Responsible Joy Co 3 6 5 4 4 6 4 4 3 39 10

16. R.E. Blue 3 5 2 3 4 5 5 4 31 13
17. F.O. 5 6 4 1 4 6 6 2 34 12
18. Flush Irwin 3 0 2 2 4 4 2 4 21 17

8-way Sequential 4-way Intermediate
4-way RW Sequential Intermediate

TEAM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 TOTAL No. TEAM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 TOTAL POSN
1. Surface Tension 3 3 2 3 3 5 5 3 27 4

Royal Engineers 2 1 1 0 1 2  4 2 2 15 2. Gillian Willis 1 3 3 4 3 6 4 3 27 4
Touch Above 2 2 1 1 1 2  1 0 2 12 3. AnaSinnas 4 4 4 3 3 6 5 1 3 3 36 1
Tension in the Willies 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 3 4. Bottom Line 1 0 2 1 0 2 2 2 10 7
Ice Flow 3 4 1 3 2 4 4 1 2 5 29 5. Les Stipides 2 4 3 4 4 5 3 3 28 3
Mo 5 9 8 10 7 9 8 7 7 7 77 6. URNPWAN 2 3 5 4 4 5 3 4 3 1 34 2
Fly Blown 2 2 0 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 19 7. More Pop 1 0 1 1 2 1 0 0 6 8
Happy Daze Going South 5 1 3 6 4 4 5 2 5 4 39 8. Panalytics 1 2 3 3 0 4 3 3 19 6
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SKYDIVING -  A REWARDING
In 1984, with freefall video and media exposure as the 

main objective, I  began designing the concept o f universal 
skydiving to present new challenges to skydivers o f the 
1980’s and beyond. The object o f universal skydiving is to 
bring all three axes o f motion into effect on jumps that are 
relative work oriented. In other words, combine style, 
sequential, and formation skydiving to create universal 
skydiving, that is fun, challenging and suitable for awards.
Two Dimensional Skydiving

The majority o f today’s relative workers emphasize 
almost all movement from the vertical axis (which we are 
capable o f performing on the ground, as seen with dirt 
dives), less movement from the lateral and virtually none 
from the longitudinal axis. To broaden the spectrum of 
skydiving and enhance its visual appeal to the media, skydiv­
ers should utilize every facet o f freefall available. Gymnasts, 
springboard divers and hot dog skiers perform acrobatics 
within a comparatively limited amount o f altitude, although 
as opposed to skydiving, these events receive steady media 
coverage.

With the video technology available in sport parachuting 
today, it seems likely that skydivers could be filmed in 
freefall with plenty o f altitude to perform aerobatic man- 
oeuvers. These AEROBATIC manoeuvers are not per­
formed alone, as in style, but in unison, as in relative work. 
To promote this form o f relative work, the BBMSChas now 
included the universal skydiving concept into its awards 
program. This new test o f freefall skills is called the UNIV­
ERSAL SKYDIVER AW ARDS.
Award Criteria

The UNIVERSAL SKYDIVER AW ARD S (USA) are 
administered on three levels: Level I, STAR CREST 
NOVA (SCN), requires 4 to 6 jumpers; Level II, STAR 
CREST SUPER NOVA (SCSN), requires 6 or more jum­
pers; Level III, STAR CREST G A L A X Y  (SCG), requires 
8 or more jumpers. The criteria for the three levels are basi­
cally the same. There are a series of aerobatic manoeuvers 
to be performed between a series o f formations. The 
aerobatic manoeuvers are: Front loop, back loop, 360 turn 
and barrel roll. The formations performed on the NOVA  
are allround stars. With the SUPER NOVA and G A LA X Y  
the first and last formations are stars; the formations in bet­
ween stars can be any preselected, documented formation 
other than stars. The 360 turn is only used on the NOVA.
USA Qualification Examples
(Aerobatic manoeuver sequence between formations is 
optional)
STAR CRESTNOVA  
4 to 6jumpers with 4 aerobatic 
manoeuvers between 5 star formations

STAR CREST SUPER NOVA  
6 or more jumpers with 3 aerobatic 
manoeuvcrs between 4 formations 
one formation being preselected.

STAR CREST G A L A X Y  
8 or more jumpers with 3 aerobatic 
manoeuvers between 4 formations; 
two formations being preselected.

Exit-star-barreI roll-star-fron t 
loop-star-back loop-star- 
360 tum-star-separa te

Exit-star-back loop-doughnut- 
outside barrel roll-star-front- 
loop-star-separate.

Exit-star-barrel roll-compressed 
accordian-opposed front loops- 
-line-back loop-star- 
separate.

Bill Newall

With each skydive the difficulty factor increases. The 
SUPER NOVA and G A L A X Y  become progressively intri­
cate because of the preselected formations involved as well 
as the increasing number o f jumpers. With these two dives, 
it should be noted that sequencing from an aerobatic man­
oeuver to a preselected formation could likely put the 
skydivers out o f position for a fast transition. For this 
reason, 45 to 180 degree turns and reverses become an inhe­
rent part o f these skydives. A  360 turn manoeuver on these 
two skydives would be redundant.
USA Rules

In contrast to our other BBMSC awards, the jumpers 
attempting a UNIVERSAL SKYDIVER A W AR D  may be 
holding on to one another while launching the base star. All 
aerobatic manoeuvers, formations and transitions must be 
clean, complete and on heading. All called for aerobatic 
manoeuvers must be performed on each level. Aerobatic 
manoever sequence is optional, but must be performed bet­
ween each formation. The turns, rolls and loops may be per­
formed in either the same, or opposing directions, but must 
be preplanned. The last formation (star) must be held 5 sec­
onds. A  video tape is preferred, but i f  not available, the 
qualifying jump should be signed by all participants, the 
pilot o f the aircraft and three ground witnesses.
USA Numbering System

An interesting and informative method o f assigning num­
bers has been incorporated into the USA numbering sys­
tem. The entrance into the first free flying formation deter­
mines the numbering sequence o f the recipients. After the 
appropriate award designation, SCN, SCSN, or SCG, the 
first digit o f a USA number indicates how many times the 
jump has been accomplished. The second digit represents 
the number o f jumpers involved in the jump. The third digit 
tells the overall numerical order o f jumpers who have qual­
ified.
Award Design

As illustrated, the UNIVERSAL SKYDIVER  
AW ARD S design displays four skydivers rotating about the 
three axes previously mentioned. The design is the same for 
all three levels o f the USA. Title designation and colour 
combinations are used to distinguish each level. The USA 
colours are, accordingly, red, white and blue.
Certification of Membership Fees

USA registration fee is $20.00per award and includes the 
emblem, decals, certificate, membership card and number 
for each level. When applying for the USA use a regular Star 
Crest form for signatures and attach a separate sheet for 
detailing the particulars o f the skydive, and preferably 
enclose a video tape of the dive.

\ if £ *
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EXPERIENCE
In Summary

I  believe these jumps will encourage talent in areas of rela­
tive work skydiving that have yet to be explored. The UNI­
VERSAL SKYDIVER AW ARD S are designed to serve as 
a standard to test top level flying skill and teamwork in 
skydiving. We hope skydivers everywhere will benefit from 
the challenge o f these new awards.

D.S.A. Awards - Dead Spider Award

A conversation overheard in a local D Z bar.
Joe, “I think we should invent an award for Skydiving.” 
Harold, “W hat for?”
Joe, “Cause we can sell them .”
Harold, “Who to?”
Joe, “Skydivers - idiot!” “If you got into a formation of 
seven then you would qualify for this aw ard.”
Idiot, “W ould it be free?”
Joe,“No idiot of course not we’d sell them for $50 each” . 
Idiot, “But why would skydivers buy them ?”
Joe, “W e’d put the rum our round that it represented a 
certain level of competence - everyone would want one.” 
Idiot, “Why not make it a round number - eight.”
Joe, “How many 8 ways don’t work? 7 is much easier, 
anyway we could do a separate award for the one who went 
low provided he saw the formation from below. All you’d 
need to qualify would be seven witnesses and the D Z Dog. ” 
Idiot, “But their must be hundreds of thousands who would 
qualify.”
Joe, “Exactly we would make a fortune - then we could do 
the same for CRW , then style and accuracy.”
Idiot, “You mean you’d qualify with seven dead centres?” 
Joe, “No stupid - that would take forever, we’d never sell 
any, no we’ve got to make this easy, you’d have to land in the 
pit 7 times and spot the disc twice.”
Stupid, “W ouldn’t skydivers think this was a rip off?”
Joe, “W e’d call it a non-profit making organisation.” 
Stupid, ‘But what would you do with the profits?”
Joe, ‘Listen birdbrain if we spent all the profits there 
wouldn’t be any would there?”
Birdbrain, “But would it catch on? Skydivers aren’t that 
stupid - are they??

D.S.A. Dead Spider Award
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Commemorating 
British Pioneer Aeronauts

Molly Sedgwick

Freefall and other aerobatics, the 
crossing of the Atlantic by balloon 
and supersonic jets, did not just 
“happen” ! Even if we laugh at the 
simplicity of their early equipment, 
we should not forget the pioneers, 
those intrepid men and women who 
paved the way for the incredible 
feats performed in the air today. We 
do have a heritage, though unknown 
to many in our land. Now is the time 
to salute these pioneers of balloon­
ing, parachuting and aviation.

During this year, 1988, there are 
five British aeronautical anniver­
saries, minor ones perhaps in rela­
tion to aeronautics worldwide, but 
nevertheless they are the heritage 
handed down to us.

As the daughter of Dolly 
Shepherd, an early aeronaut and 
known to some members of the 
BPA, I have become more and more 
involved in parachuting in one way 
or another since her death in Sep­
tem ber 1983, and I have been invited 
to contribute two articles to Sport 
Parachutist to commemorate these 
five British ‘Firsts’.

*  *  *

As you clock up your 10th, 100th., 
1,000th - or 7,000 freefall (congratu­
lations Bob!) what are your thoughts 
as you plummet from 12,000 ft. in 
“suspended anim ation”? In the still 
of the night, as you recall the thrill of 
your first and your last jum p, do you 
ever wonder how it all began - 
parachuting, and now this very 
popular sport - and when? 
Parachuting, freefall and stacking, 
whilst always drawing large crowds 
at Fetes and Galas, are so much a 
part of our modern world that most 
people accept the displays for the 
colourful spectacle they provide, 
and the thrill of seeing these fantastic 
men as dots in the sky and then at 
close quarters once they have landed 
with such prowess and accuracy. As 
a sport - well, those men and women 
who jump out of aeroplanes must 
surely be a little mad!

When did parachuting begin? 
Most hazard a guess at the 1930’s,

though some older men might 
suggest the First World War. Do you 
know? Would you be surprised to 
learn that the first parachute descent 
was made during the catastrophic 
period of the French Revolution? 
Andre-Jacques Garnerin, already a 
balloonist, developed an idea con­
ceived when he was a prisoner of war 
in Buda, Hungary. After the advent 
of the balloon in 1783, various forms 
of parachutes had been used for 
experimental purposes, but it was 
Garnerin who, in 1797, made the 
first manned descent, from a bal­
loon. His ‘chute was a round canopy, 
attached to a wooden disc at its apex 
and hanging limp like a shower cur­
tain. Thus attached to a balloon and 
standing in a one-man basket, he 
became airborne. When he released 
himself the ‘chute opened rather like 
an umbrella, complete with handle 
and struts!

The next person to follow him was 
a woman, Jeanne Labousse, who 
became his wife - and the first profes­
sional parachutist was yet another 
woman, his niece Elsa. She made 39 
descents in a period of 20 years, from 
1816 to 1836 although Garnerin 
made only six. It is said that a good 
man needs a good woman to help 
him, and this is true throughout the 
history of parachuting; the women 
have been alongside their menfolk.

In September 1802 Garnerin came 
to London, making an historical first 
parachute descent in this Country. 
Although sensational and success­
ful, he oscillated very badly down to 
earth. Among the watching crowds 
were Sir George Cayley, later to be 
known as the “Father of aeronau­
tics” , and Robert Cocking, a land­
scape painter. They both became 
obsessed by this question of oscilla­
tion and independently, they came 
to the same conclusion. Whilst 
Cayley remained a theorist, Cocking 
was prepared to put his theory to the 
test. His parachute, weighing over 
200 lb. was made of 22 panels of stif­
fened Irish linen in the form of an 
inverted cone, with wooden struts 
and hoops of tin. Thirty-five years 
later, in 1837, he persuaded Charles

G reen and Edward Spencer to trans­
port him and his somewhat unwieldy 
inverted-cone parachute beneath 
their giant Nassau balloon. Shortly 
after separation, the framework 
buckled and poor old Cocking, at 61, 
came to grief, falling to his death at 
Lee Green. The principle he had 
established, however, was later 
proved to be correct!

The following year John Hampton 
prepared to try out his modified ver­
sion of the Garnerin parachute, but 
as a result of the adverse publicity 
given to Cocking’s tragic death, the 
gas company at Cheltenham refused 
to supply the gas to fill his balloon. 
Eventually they agreed on condition 
that a tethered ascent only should be 
made. Having reached the end of the 
tether, however, Hampton cut the 
rope. On reaching a height of about
7,000 ft., and using a block and 
tackle, he severed himself from the 
balloon and landed safely to become 
the first British parachutist, in 
October 1938. The next year he pro­
ceeded to London intent on joining 
the balloonists entertaining the 
crowds at the Crem orne, Vauxhall 
and Montpellier Tea Gardens, but 
his descents were unspectacular, and 
his parachuting career was short­
lived.

For the next 50 years, although 
there was no lack of experimentation 
in this Country, parachuting as such 
was dormant.

In America, Park van Tassel, of 
Dutch descent, produced a “limp” or 
“flexible” parachute and in 1887 it 
was first dem onstrated from a 
tethered balloon by a wire-walking 
acrobat, Thomas Scott Baldwin. 
After a dispute over finances they 
parted company. Baldwin made cer­
tain improvements, took out a 
patent, and began a series of exhibi­
tion jumps, coming first to England 
in 1888 and demonstrating his new 
limp parachute at the Alexandra 
Palace in London, and privately in 
front of the Prince of Wales, later 
King Edward VII.

This new concept of parachuting 
was to revolutionise the showman­
ship of the day. All the struts and
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hoops of the Garnerin-Ham pton era 
disappeared, and the basket was 
replaced by a trapeze bar. In the 
past, balloons had entertained the 
public at Tea Gardens, Fetes and 
Galas up and down the Country, but 
now the parachute as a spectacle 
brought a new fascination - and 
excitement. Whilst the crowds still 
enjoyed watching the balloon being 
filled and becoming airborne, the 
role of the balloon changed, it 
became the means of transporting 
the parachute into the air, with the 
parachutist suspended beneath, 
holding on to a hoop or a trapeze 
bar. Together, the “twins of the air” 
became a magnificent and exciting 
spectacle.

The arrival of Thomas Baldwin 
happened to coincide with the appli­
cation for the renewal of the Ally 
Pally’s entertainment licence in the 
Middlesex M agistrate’s Court.
Baldwin had made such extravagant 
claims in his publicity posters and the 
press that he was asked to attend the 
hearing, and I feel a few quotes from 
“Alexandra Park and Palace” by 
Ron Carrington would not go amiss: 
‘On being asked if it was true that he 
descended by parachute holding on 
only by his hands, and with no safety 
device, he admitted that it was so, 
but added “It is almost as impossible 
for me to let go as it is for any gentle­
man on the Bench to lose a grip of his 
senses.” Renewal of the licence was 
granted!

‘In the House of Lords the Earl of 
Milltown asked the Government 
“ ...w hether the attention of the 
Home Office had been directed to an 
announcement in the papers that 
Professor Baldwin would at the 
Alexandra Palace on Saturday next, 
jump out of a balloon at a thousand 
feet above the ground: whether it 
was believed that the announcement 
was genuine, and if so whether mea­
sures would be taken to prevent so 
dangerous and demoralising an 
exhibition.” H e was assured that the 
police had been instructed to keep a 
close eye on the proceedings.

‘Whilst there were those who 
praised the parachutist’s iron nerve, 
coolness, self-reliance and judge­
ment, others regretted that the 
Alexandra speculation was to resort 
to the wretched sensationalism that 
is the curse of London entertain­
ment. Whilst some demanded his 
arrest, the Balloon Society awarded 
him their gold medal in recognition 
of his contribution to aeronautial sci­
ence!

So it was that 1888 heralded the 
advent of the parachute, not as a 
sport for the rich as the balloon had 
become, but as a spectacle. 
Parachutists were members of a 
team, and the Ally Pally became a 
centre of aeronautical activity - and 
not only for parachuting!

The Alexandra Palace had suf­
fered many vicissitudes since its 
erection in 1873, including fires and 
bancruptcy. Around the turn of the 
century, however, it was indeed the 
Palace of the People, as originally 
intended by its donors, the Rhodes 
family, and it was one of the most 
popular centres of entertainment, 
providing fun and enjoyment for the 
whole family, and for thousands of 
people.

In 1889 Professor Baldwin 
returned to the Palace and with two 
other Americans, Williams and 
Young, between them they gave bal­
loon ascents and parachute descents 
four times a week. Jessie Dene, the 
Electric Lady, proved a great attrac­
tion in 1894, making a “leap in the 
dark” . The balloon was illuminated 
by two strong lime lights from a 
nearby hill, whilst the hoop of her 
parachute was lit by an electric 
torch.

In 1898, two balloons having 
ascended, there was a “sensational 
race” amongst three parachutists, 
Mile Alma Beaumont, Captain 
Charles Lorraine and Monsieur 
Auguste Gaudron. A  new and excit­
ing feature was the first ascent of a 
navigable balloon of oblong con­
struction, measuring 60 ft. in length, 
built and flown by M. Gaudron. 
Instead of returning to the grounds, 
however, due to a high wind, it 
landed 16 miles away, at Chigwell.

By the time M. Gaudron became a 
U.K. resident in his early 20’s about 
1890, he had already flown balloons 
in Europe, and by the turn of the 
century he was one of the foremost 
balloonists and parachutists in this 
Country. He was a friendly rival of 
the Spencer brothers of Highbury as 
manufacturers of balloons and 
parachutes, and they shared the 
Banqueting Hall at the Alexandra 
Palace which had become a work­
shop for the aeronauts.

The Spencer brothers and M. 
Gaudron had their individual teams 
of parachutists, usually four men 
(who also flew the rightaway bal­
loons and were thus styled ‘Captain’) 
and four women, always attractive 
with trim figures! The principle of 
parachuting was the same: the

parachutist held to the parachute 
with both hands, and a ‘sling’ made 
of webbing rose between the legs to 
help take the weight of the body.

Trapeze bar as used by Gaudron, and 
hoop used by the Spencers.

Gaudron's bar 
w ith  sling

Spencer's hoop  
w ith  s ling

Gaudron's bar, 
sling and belt

The Spencers, however, used a 
hoop, whilst Gaudron used a trapeze 
bar to cling to. The only ‘safety’ 
device was a belt attached to the bar 
or hoop but it was never put to the 
test and seldom worn, except to pla­
cate a particularly nervous public! In 
fact it caused problems, as there was 
no quick release in an emergency.

M onsieur, Captain or Professor 
G audron, as he was variously called, 
did not confine himself to manufac­
turing or parachuting purely for gain
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- he had many interests and technical 
and academic abilities of a high 
calibre. His inventive powers were 
such that he foresaw the use of prop­
ane gas in the modern hot-air bal­
loon when he wrote to Flight in 1912 
and described a “bottled gas fur­
nace” !

To celebrate and commemorate 
the Coronation of King Edward VII 
and Queen Alexandra, and in con­
junction with D r.F .A . Barton of 
Beckenham, they operated a “Bal­
loon Post” . Postcards depicting the 
King and Q ueen, and issued as 
Coronation souvenirs, were over­
printed with the words “Despatched 
from the Clouds by Balloon Post, 
Coronation Day, August 9th 1902. 
These were sold to the public and 
packed up in parcels of 100.

In the basket of their rightaway 
balloon Dr. Barton and M. Gaudron 
became airborne in the afternoon of 
Coronation Day, and at intervals 
during their cross-country flight,

The first Balloon Post-C oronation  
souvenir postcards overprinted  
"Despatched from the clouds", 1902.

they threw overboard packets of 
cards firmly attached to miniature 
parachutes. The finders were asked 
to take them to a Post Office, for 
normal delivery of the enclosed 
cards. The flight, which began at 4 
p.m ., took them to Dover and then 
over to France, landing somewhat 
abruptly at the water’s edge near 
Calais, soon after 9p .m .

Monsieur Gaudron and Dr. Bar­
ton were to team up again, at the 
Alexandra Palace. Dr. Barton was 
commissioned by the W ar Office to 
build a dirigable airship. M. Gaud­
ron being responsible for the 180- 
foot long balloon section, with a 
capacity of 230,000 cubic feet. Com­
pleted in 1904, and after only a few 
flights, it was unfortunately 
destroyed in 1905.

G audron’s most outstanding feat, 
however, was in 1908, when he 
broke the existing British distance 
record. He built the ‘M ammoth’ bal­
loon (the largest in the country at the 
time) with a capacity of 108,000 
cubic feet for the express purpose of 
breaking the world distance record.

Although his first attem pt in 1907 
was not successful, due to bad 
weather, he did break the British dis­
tance record held by Charles Green 
who had travelled 480 miles to Nas­
sau in 1836, by reaching Brackan in 
Sweden, a distance of 703 miles.

The following year, in 1908, a sec­
ond attem pt was made, with Mr. 
C.C. Turner, a journalist and rep­
resentative of the “Daily Graphic” , 
and Capt. E.M . Maitland, an 
enthusiastic balloonist, ultimately an 
A ir Commodore in the RAF, and a 
keen parachutist!

From the Crystal Palace they cros­
sed the coast of Margate to enter 
Belgium near Ostend, and then on 
over Antwerp, Dusseldorf and Ber­
lin. The following day they con­
tinued to make good progres at 
heights varying from 6,000 to 10,000 
feet at about 30 m .p.h. By late after­
noon it became colder by the 
minute, 17° of frost being registered, 
and the bags began to freeze. As 
they started to descend snow col­
lected on the balloon, and an hor­
rendous tussle with the elements 
ensued.

A t nightfall the Mammoth (also 
known a the “Daily Graphic”) cros­
sed the Russian frontier from where 
it was fired on by an over-zealous 
sentry. With a steady fall of snow, 
ballast became frozen and control of 
the balloon was increasingly dif­
ficult. Rising suddenly to 17,000

Gaudron, Turner and M aitland  
setting o ff on their long distance 
record-breaking journey to Russia in 
1908.

feet, the tired and frozen aeronauts 
made their final descent. They 
crashed into a forest, then were 
seized by the wind and lifted again, 
only to be dashed once more to  the 
ground. The basket was dragged 
along over snow and ice and eventu­
ally it was turned upside down, 
entrapping the three men.

They had landed at M ateki Dere- 
vni in the province of New Alexan- 
drovski, a distance of 1,117 miles. 
They had not broken the world 
record of 1,197 miles, held by the 
Compte de la Vaux, but Gaudron 
had broken his own British Record. 
For this he was awarded the Bronze 
Medal by the A ero Club of Great 
Britain.

To conclude the first of these two 
articles, let us pay tribute to Andre- 
Jacques Garnerin who introduced 
the parachute to the world in 1797, 
and salute John H am pton, the first 
British parachutist 150 years ago, 
Thomas Baldwin who brought the 
limp parachute to this Country, little 
realising that 100 years later the 
crowds would be applauding not just 
the descent of a parachutist, but the 
skilful art of relative work in freefall 
and accuracy in landing, and finally, 
Auguste G audron who broke the 
British (and his own) long distance 
record by balloon 80 years ago.
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I t’s 48 feet across, it takes a day to pack and as Steve 
Clarke proved, it is landable. Dick Gays who gave everyone 
a shock with the “Wally Canopy” has now added the
“OLYMPIC RINGS PARACHUTE”.

Several jumpers have tired their “luck” including George 
Best, M ark Greenfield, Paul Applegate, Roger Brown, 
Dick Gays, Pete Reynolds and myself. The problem is it 
mals approximately 50% of the time.

A static line descent from 9000 ft can be quite memorable. 
The ride can be wild and the feeling of u tter helplessness is 
always with you. We talked about landing it in water. At 
3000 ft we all chopped it and opened a square. All that is 
apart from Steve Clarke who was “The bravest of the 
brave” . When faced with the choice of two handles, Steve 
pulled the wrong one! “Hang on a minute that was Richard 
Branson. Well yes he was another one!” I watched Steve 
pull the cutaway pad ready to “snap” him but nothing hap­
pened. I flew alongside and enquired the problem. “I think 
I’ve pulled the wrong pad!” “Well pull the other one, pull 
them all, open your reserve,” I yelled with rising consterna­
tion. “I’m going to land it,” yelled Steve.

Down on the ground the drama was mounting. “Steve, it’s 
about time you chopped it,,, m uttered Skippy under his 
breath. “Steve, if you take that much lower....Steve if you 
land that, I ’ll buy you a beer.” And he did!

Story and Photos by Leo Dickinson

“The Rings in Spain fall mainly in the Sea" 20 way Olympic Ring Dive at 
Ampuriabrava, host o f next year’s World Parachuting Championships.
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OLYM PIC RING SKYDIVE opening the 24th Olympiad in Seoul KOREA. Photo by THE CANON CAMERA TEAM consisting o f Norman Kent, 
Tom Sanders and Ken Crabtree.

For eight minutes 100,000 people 
watched 79 skydivers perform a 
unique display. The audience 
Worldwide was over 2 billion people. 
The show went o ff without a hitch. 
The question is can Roland Hilfiker, 
owner o f The School o f Human 
Flight in Ampuriabrava Spain, per­
suade the Barcelona Officials to 
repeat the invitation at the next Olym­
pics and get our sport accepted as an 
exhibition event?
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r tlH  SOARING
Peter Moran

The relatively new sport of Parapente, (pronounced 
para-parnt), started in France in 1978, the first French 
parapente club being established at Mieussy in May 
1979. Using canopies designed specifically for the sport 
parapenters soar the mountain air currents for miles 
along the Alpine valleys of France, Switzerland and 
Austria.

The canopy is spread out on the ground behind the 
parapenter who stands facing into w ind on the gentle 
downward slope of a hill, or preferably a mountain. 
Then with the canopy flying and half a dozen quick 
paces into w ind the parapenter is airborne.
Now he/she can exploit the hill soaring techniques of 
the glider pilot and take off on an almost silent cruise 
along the Alpine valley, from peak to peak, remaining 
airborne for several hours. The basic principle is to rec­
ognise where there is likely to be an upcurrent, get into 
it, and use it to gain height. Figure 1 shows some of the 
characteristics of mountain air currents.

The wind blowing across the valley from left to right 
in the diagram produces curl over at 'A'. At 'B' follow ing 
the cross-section countour of the valley the air is rising 
and produces lift. At 'C' where the slope levels out 
before climbing again there is likely to be curl over and 
possibly a zone of still air. Meanwhile the rest of the air 
current is rising to 'D ' where follow ing the contour of 
the hilltop it blows horizontally again. The trick is to 
avoid the sink and exploit the lift.

Now consider the situation when the wind blows 
along rather than across the valley, figure 2. At 'A ' the 
contours show a gradual slope and a good take off spot 
where there w ill be lift. At 'B' the hillside is on the wind 
shadow and because of the close spacing of the con­
tours there could be horrendous sink and turbulence. At 
'C' the airstream w ill be rising again. At 'D ' there w ill be 
no lift, just a horizontal passage of air. To fly  the gap 
from the first slope and reach 'C' enough height must be
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BY PARACHUTE
gained to 'A '. To fly  against the wind from 'C' across the 
gap back to 'A ' even more height is needed plus as 
much speed as the canopy w ill give to arrive at 'a' and 
avoid the sink, the 'clutching hand', at 'B'.

Figure 3 shows the danger area on top of a ridge. The 
rising air w ill level out at the top before plunging down 
on the lee side of the ridge. 'X ' marks the start of the 'no 
go area'. Behind 'X ' an imaginary line drawn along the 
crest of the ridge the air is flow ing horizontally provid­
ing no lift, at a speed that may exceed the forward speed 
o f the canopy. The pure arithmetic of the situation then 
allows of only two possibilities; a landing on the top, or 
a very rapid descent down the other side of the ridge.

Thermal currents can also be exploited once enough 
height has been gained from  the initial hill lift. The 
technique here is to circle w ith in the bubble of warmed, 
rising airand if the vertical speed ofthe therm al isgrea- 
ter than the sinking speed of the canopy the parapente 
w ill rise. Small, lightweight variometers are available to 
detect the lift from the thermal. Do not circle at less than 
200 feet above the hill and never turn your back to the 
wind until you are well away from the hillside.

Parapentes come in aspect ratios varying from 2:1 to 
3:3, the JMB canopies starting at 2:8. The higher the 
aspect ratio the better for hill soaring. There are larger

canopies for training purposes, 'Biplace' (2-place).
Parapentes can be hired at Chamonix for Fr300 (£30) 

per day and the telepherique w ill transport you up the 
mountainside for about £3. There are two launching 
sites not far from the chalet where refreshments are 
available. It makes a change to go up instead of down, 
but watch out for those cable car wires.

British
Parachute

Schools
Langar Airfield, Langar, Nottingham. Tel: (0949) 60878

The p la n e s  a re  fu e le d , th e  w in d s  a re  lo w
Cessna 206A n g ie ,  B a rry  a n d  J o h n  a re  re a d y  to  g o

The fr ie n d s h ip -  a n d  a tm o s p h e re  c o u ld n 't  be  b e t te r BN Islander
C om e a n d  s k y d iv e  w i t h  a 'L e a p in g  L e p e r'
C h a t a b o u t th e  d ive s  o v e r  a d r in k  a t  th e  B ar Bunkhouse
There 's  n o  p la ce  o n  e a r th  q u ite  l ik e  LA N G A R

Pit
Static line courses, progression and WARP encouraged.
AFF courses run by Dave Hickling and Dave M orris. Cafe
A  busy and progressive AFF school.
A lso Tandem jum ps available. Bar

G  OPEN EVERY DAY Q
(except Christm as Day)

Camping
Area
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SECRETARY GENERALS CORNER

To: All BPA M embers 

D ear All,
By the time you get to read this I shall, regretfully, have 

left the employ of the Association. The reasons for this have 
been minuted and published so I’ll not bore you with detail.

In the ten years during which I tried to administer the 
Association’s affairs many changes have taken place, some 
good some not so good, but that is the way with any growing 
and changing sport.

In 1978 there were some 16,000 total members, this grew 
over the years until 1985 when there was a grand total of
52,000 members. In that time your staff has grown by two, 
one additional National Coach and one Development 
Officer, but administratively there are still the same number 
of staff to deal with the enormously increased work load 
which em anated from the vast increase in membership. We 
have had some admin success, in 19841 managed to double 
the grant aid the Association received, and latterly a much 
sought after project was accomplished, namely the disposal 
of the Kimberly House lease and purchase of your own HQ 
Building. Though a large outlay to begin with, the property 
has and will continue to accrue in value and thus be an excel­
lent asset for your Association.

Though I appreciate that all every member wants is to get 
on with their sport with the minimum of hassle from the 
office, I would ask that you support your elected Council 
and make use of the staff at the BPA office.

Your Council do have a very difficult, voluntary, job to do 
because it is never possible to please everyone all the time, 
whilst your employed staff at the BPA HQ do work tre­
mendously hard on your behalf, from the basic task of get­
ting your memberships etc. out to you, through to ensuring 
that the skies around your drop zone are kept open for you 
to use.

On a final note I ’d like to say that though I have from time 
to time not seen eye to eye with Council, D rop Zone 
Operators and on occasion members, I have enjoyed my 10 
years working for the membership of the Association, and 
would take this chance to wish everyone, new and old mem­
bers alike all the very best for the future.

Blue Skies, 
Yours, 

Chas Port 
BPA No: 076807

10 October 1988

CIP CONTESTS 1988

The Committee Internationale 
Parachutiste (CIP) have announced 
the launch of two cash prize Compet­
itions.

1. NEW NAMES FOR 
COMPETITIVE DISCIPLINES

CIP are looking for suggestions 
for the re-defining of our various 
Competitive Events. The intention 
is to find names that more readily 
describe the Events to the Media and 
General Public. The Title “Relative 
W ork” for instance, means nothing 
to non-jumpers, perhaps ‘Formation 
Free Fall’ would be more apt?

Alternate names for Relative 
W ork, Canopy Relative W ork, Style 
and Accuracy are being sought.

2. CIP LOGO
The CIP would like a suitable logo 

design that would best represent the 
Committee’s International Sport 
Parachuting Image. Please note that 
the intention is to renam e the body :- 
International Parachuting Commit­
tee (IPC).

Submissions for these competi­
tions should be sent to: Rob Colpus 
UKCIP Delegate, The Airfield, 
Headcorn, Kent TN27 9HX

Rob Colpus 
UK CIP Delegate

1988 COUNCIL
ATTENDANCE FIGURES

COUNCIL FINANCE COMPETITION DEVELOPMENT STC RIGGERS

7 5 5 3 7 6

AndrewesT. 5 4 1 1

Crocker J.T. 7 1 2

Curtis H.J.F. 6 5 7 6

Dixon C.N. 2 (Resigned due to work commitment at RAPA) 1

(4) (2)

Dixon Susan 5 2

Douglas G. 3

Eversfield S. 7 4 5 3

Hickling D.T. 6 3 3 5

Howerski D.L. 5 5 2

Knight A.G. 6 7 6

Lambson P. 4 3 5 2

Lines J.K. 7 5 1 2

Meacock W. J 5

Noble K. 5 4

O'Hara G. 5 2 3 1

Steele J.H. 4 2

Thomas J.L. 7 1 6 5

TrebleS. 5 5
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SW M BIO SIS SUITS

SILVER
BRONZE

JUMPSUITS and 
WAR M W  EAR

4 W AY GOLD

by Rob Colpus & Sarah Brearley 
Fast Delivery 
Guaranteed Workmanship.

SEND FOR BROCHURE O  7S
The Airfield, Headcorn, Kent. TN27 9HX 
T e l: 0622 890967

BOOKING
A

SKYDIVING
RECORD

After nearly two years of parachuting I decided I would like 
to make an attempt at an hour's jumping record for the 
Guiness Book of Records and at the same tim e raise money 
for the Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick Children. Hope­
fully £500 plus will have been raised.

I spoke to my C.C.I. Arthur Collingwood of the A1 Sky Diving 
Club and due to my age (52) was advised to obtain a Medical 
Certificate which my doctor gave with the remark that 
although my body was sound, he wasn't so sure about my 
mind!

I then approached Dave Harrison and Phil Sullivan the club 
owners for their approval. It was agreed and set for Tuesday 
26th July, unfortunately it was far too windy all of that week. 
On the morning of Tuesday 2nd August the weather proved 
ideal, so wheels were set in motion. Three independent w it­
nesses were obtained, the necessary support team rounded 
up, Anglia TV were informed and after obtaining insurance 
cover for their camera crew arrived and were equipped with 
parachutes.

The A1 Sky Diving Club provided the Twin Piston Islander 
and sixteen Irvin Sky trainers which were lined up ready for 
use.
The first few  lifts were a little slow due to the extra weight of 
the camera crew who after four lifts were pleased to leave the 
plane, as the pilot Stuart Aitcheson was having to bank the 
plane hard and fast in order to beat me to the ground.

All went well until Eddie Norris thought I needed a drink and 
scrambled in the doorway with a gallon of water which shot 
all over Arthur and swamped the floor where I was sitting 
(Eddie your heart was in the right place, but the water wasn't.

Safety was not sacrificed for speed, my kit was fitted and 
checked each jum p by Arthur and myself. At the end of the 
hour fourteen jumps had been completed and I must confess 
to feeling a little sick.

The whole event was filmed by a camera fixed under the 
aeroplane wing by Kevin Hughes who also filmed from the 
ground, all of which has been sent with a log book to the 
Guiness Book of Records.

Pat Hamm ond  
C7997

Left to right.
Jim  Prescot, Phil Sullivan, Dave Hishon, Stuart Aitcheson,
Roger Buckle, Arthur Collingwood.
Fran Buckle, Pat Hamm ond (m yself!), Eddie Norris, Kate Lewers and 
Dave Harrison sitting in the club's twin Otter.
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An Introduction to Aerodynamics
So far in this series we have looked 

at theoretical explanations of how a 
ram air canopy works, and how to 
correct some common handling 
problems.

In this final part, we will look at 
design factors - why the flight charac­
teristics of one canopy can be so dif­
ferent to those of another.

ASPECT RATIO
The major design factor affecting 

the performance of a canopy is the 
ratio of wingspan (wing tip to wing 
tip) to wing chord (nose to tail), or 
aspect ratio.

ZZS FT

lOPt

1 - HIGH ASPECT RATIO

1S FT

15 f t

2. - LOW ASPECT RATIO

Both these canopies have the 
same surface area, 225 square feet, 
but there is an obvious difference in 
shape. The one on the right has a low 
aspect ratio of 1:1 - dead square. The 
one on the left has a high aspect ratio 
of 2.25:1. Although sailplanes and 
similar aircraft use much higher 
aspect ratios (30:1 is quite feasible) 
you can’t go much higher for a 
parachute without running into 
engineering problems. Theoretically 
of course you could build a 225 sq.ft. 
canopy with a wingspan of 225 fee 
and a chord of 1 foot - an aspect ratio 
of 225:1 but it would probably never 
open and would be ridiculously unst­
able if it did. In Part 1, we looked in 
detail at the forces acting on a 
canopy in flight. L et’s now consider 
what difference it makes if the shape 
of the canopy is changed.

Speed
Canopy 1 has a greater frontal sur­

face area so, all else being equal, it 
will generate more FORM  drag than 
canopy 2. However, the difference 
in shape makes a considerable differ­
ence to the pattern of INDUCED 
drag.

o ° ° o o  O

r \  \

O 0 0  0 0  b

We saw in part 1 that induced drag 
was caused by the wingtip vortex 
creating more vortices along the 
trailing edge, strongest at the end 
cell and getting weaker towards the 
centre. As is shown in the diagram, 
canopy 1 (High A R) has an area in 
the centre of the trailing edge with 
little or no induced drag vortices, 
whereas canopy 2 (Low AR) is 
affected along virtually the whole of 
its trailing edge. Increasing the 
aspect ratio therefore, reduces the 
value of induced drag. To sum­
marize, Canopy 1 (High AR) creates 
slightly more form drag but a lot less 
induced drag than canopy 2 (Low 
AR) - overall a big reduction in the 
drag coefficient and therefore it will 
be quite a lot faster.

Stall
In part 2 we discussed in detail the 
sequence of aerodynamic events 
from full brakes, through the sink 
and into a steady state stall. This 
sequence is the same whatever the 
aspect ratio, but there will be a big

difference in feel from the jumpers 
point of view, with different aspect 
ratios. W hen canopy 2 drops into the 
sink, the high pressure bubble 
beneath the canopy has a lot of grow­
ing to do before it reaches the nose, 
so there will be a relatively long time 
delay between sink and stall, making 
it easy for the jum per to realise what 
is happening and interrupt the sequ­
ence before the stall occurs. Also, 
because the wingspan is relatively 
short, the tail is pulled down quite 
evenly across its whole width, mak­
ing the bubble fairly even. When the 
bubble pops out the front to cause 
the stall, it will do so evenly across 
the whole width of the nose, making 
the stall quite stable.

Canopy 1 having a relatively short 
wing chord, as it enters the sink the 
bubble has only a short way to go 
before it reaches the nose, so the 
transition time from sink to stall will 
be quite short, making the stall more 
difficult to predict. If the aspect ratio 
is high enough, the transition time 
will be so short that the jum per may 
not even feel it, let alone have time 
to do anything about it, so the 
canopy appears to go straight into 
the stall with no transition through 
the sink at all. Also, because of the 
wide wingspan, there is an area in 
the centre of the tail which is less dis­
torted by application of brakes than 
the area towards the end cells. As 
the pressure bubble forms, it will be 
more intense beneath the end cells 
than in the centre, where some of it 
can escape backwards, so as the 
canopy stalls, the end cells will stall 
first. The end cells being more stal­
led than the centre causes distortion 
to occur, with the end cells folding 
backwards towards each other, mak­
ing the developed stall unstable with 
a high descent rate.
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Part 3
High ^  

Pressure 
Bubble

View from beneath showing High 
Pressure A rea In The Sink

Turn Response
This is a simple m atter of leverage

- the longer lever you have, the more 
force you can exert. The higher the 
aspect ratio, the more distance bet­
ween the centre of the canopy and 
the area of the tail distorted to cause 
the turn. M ore leverage, therefore a 
faster turn rate. Also, the higher the 
aspect ratio, the greater difference in 
speed between the end cells in the 
turn so, as we discussed in part 2, the 
greater the bank angle and therefore 
the greater increase in speed and 
descent rate in the turn.

To summarize, a canopy with a 
low aspect ratio will have limited for­
ward speed and its turns will be com­
paratively slow and flat. On the 
o ther hand it will be stable on deep 
brakes and will have a predictable 
and controllable stall. A  high aspect 
ratio canopy will have lots of forward 
speed and exciting turn perfor­
mance, but will have an abrupt and 
unpredictable stall and will be unsta­
ble on deep brakes. Obviously an 
extreme design at either end of the 
scale will only appeal to specialists - 
ultra low A R  canopies will only 
appeal to accuracy freaks and ultra 
high A R  canopies will only appeal to 
Dave Morris. Most of us want some­
thing in between - exactly where in 
between our individual choice 
occurs depends mostly on its aspect 
ratio.

The designer can modify some of 
the effects of aspect ratio if he 
wishes, by changing some of the 
other design specifications. For 
instance, say he wanted to retain the 
low drag coefficient of a high aspect 
ratio canopy, but did not want radi­
cal turn response; for instance if he

was building a reserve canopy. He 
could reduce the number of steering 
lines, so distorting a smaller area of 
the tail to create the turn (P de F 
Minimax). He would fit steering 
lines towards the centre of the tail 
instead of at the end cell, reducing 
the leverage available to cause the 
turn (Para Flite Swift).

Angle of Incidence
We mentioned in part 1 that the 

Angle of Incidence, the angle at 
which the canopy is inclined to 
create forward movement, is a criti­
cal part of the design. The designer 
can reduce it deliberately if he 
wishes, and this would have the 
effect of reducing forward speed and 
making the stall more predictable, 
while still being able to retain a rela­
tively high aspect ratio - an ideal 
state of affairs for a novice square 
jumper. This method is used on 
canopies such as the M anta and 
Drakkar.

WING SECTION
We saw in Part 1 how deep section 

wings work best at allow speed, and 
thin wings work best at high speed. 
The canopy designer will therefore 
look at what sort of speed his 
machine will mostly be flown at, and 
then use an appropriate aerofoil sec­
tion. If he is building a canopy for 
relative workers who want high 
speed, he will use a thin aerofoil. If 
he is building an accuracy canopy 
where low speed stability is impor­
tant, he will use a deep section 
aerofoil. Aerofoil design is an 
extremely complicated part of 
design, with theory men constantly 
trying to increase lift without 
increasing drag. The current range 
of Parachutes de France canopies, 
Contact, D rakkar, Mini-Surfair etc. 
probably represent the current state 
of the art as far as parachute aerofoil 
design is concerned - although they 
aren’t too special overall, the pure 
aerofoil performance, in terms of 
lift:drag ratio, is tremendous; the 
result of a large amount of govern­
ment funded research into low speed 
aerofoil performance.

It is exciting to wonder how fairly 
recent innovations in aircraft wing 
technology may be incorporated into 
future parachute design - swept and 
delta wings, variable geometry or 
swing-wing, leading edge slats, anti­
stall vents etc; and to wonder what 
improvements in fabric technology 
and engineering design are coming, 
making our parachutes more reli­
able, smaller in pack volume and 
more aerodynamically efficient.

Barely a decade ago the only ram- 
air jumpers were the crazies on H or­
nets and Notre Dame Foils and the 
design limit for sensible jumpers had 
been reached with the Para-Com- 
mander. The most important thing 
we have learned since then is that in 
just about all aspects of parachuting, 
including canopy design, there are 
tem porary obstructions to progress - 
there are no limits.

This space 
could be working 

for YO U

for details on 
advertising in 
Sport Parachutist 
Contact:

Carol Saunders 
0980 70934 
or
Tony Lewis 
(Angel Graphics) 
0264 88687
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THE KIT STORE
------------L T D --------------

PURVEYORS OF FINE PARACHUTING EQUIPMENT 
The Airfield, Headcorn, Kent. TN27 9HX 

Tel: 0622 890967 (Telex 966127)

m
B
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 ̂ |   ̂ m ^ u fa c tu re d  ^ i t 'h  a g ^  e n t^ t^  ^

In the last couple of years the PD range of canopies have become recognised 
as one of the best in the world. They have become so successful their w ait­
ing list is now several months. With agreement PISA now manufacture 
canopies made from the same templates. You can get a PD custom in six 
w eeks from the Kit Store.

For more information w rite to, or call us for our brochure, and check out 
our large stock of equipment and accesories by all major manufacturers. 
A lternativly drop in and see us on the DZ at Headcorn.



The 47 way on the afternoon o f Saturday 16 July 1988

THE
RECORD BREAKERS

Having seen many pictures of large RW formations which 
contained a mixture of rigs and suit colours I decided that it 
would be a lot more impressive if everyone was wearing the 
same gear. So that’s how the idea for the Combined Services 
Freefall Exhibition Team got started. The International 
Airshow being held at the Army A ir Corps Centre Middle 
Wallop in July seemed like an ideal location so that the 
record would be broken above a crowd of 50,000 or so. It 
seemed fairly simple at first; get 50 people who would buy 
the same gear for a few days training and 4 record attempts, 
not particularly difficult at least that’s what I thought.

I suggested the idea to a few people at Netheravon early 
in February and over several cups of coffee with Steve 
Taylor, Mike Smith and Chris Schofield we came up with a 
list of those that we thought could handle a 50-way. From 
the beginning I decided to keep the load all military because 
it is a while since the services held the RW record and 
because getting civilians onto military aircraft is about as 
likely as finding life on the sun.

I wrote to all the jum pers to see if they were prepared to 
make the financial commitment. The response was stagger­
ing and only 5 would not take part and 3 of those were 
because the Red Devils would not release anyone from dis­

play commitments. With no shortage of experienced jum ­
pers as word got round the reserve list grew to 30.

Aircraft were requested from the 3 services: a Lynx, a Sea 
King and a Chinook, and the response was excellent.. .until
I asked for 15,000ft. That was when there was a lot of suck­
ing of teeth and leafing through rule books. The Army and 
Navy would not clear their aircraft above 10,000ft which is a 
bit tight for a 50-way. The R A F cleared their Chinook for 
14,000ft which was promising so I asked for another one so 
that there would be sufficient capacity for 50. They agreed 
but only for the display days which left us with only one for 
the practice days and therefore no practice 50-ways before 
the displays.
It was not possible to use Middle Wallop for the training 
days so the operation was moved to the Silver Stars D Z at 
Colerne. And that’s where 50 jumpers, 6 boxes of rigs, a box 
of hats and 7 sacks of jump suits arrived on 12 July. A  mass 
rigging and packing session followed in the midst of a suit fit­
ting party. One of the suits had found its way into the wrong 
bag and Andy Guest drew the short straw. H e looked like 
something from the wing war days until a few suits were 
swapped to reach a compromise.

Photographs by Simon Ward!Leo Dickinson/Arthur Gibson

39



The “Fab 50”

BASE
1. CpI Barry Henderson RAF 2200 Jum ps 18HrsFreefall
2. Sgt Ali W right RAF 800Jum ps 9HrsFreefall
3. SSgt DickKalinski AAC 2000Jumps 18HrsFreefall
4. Maj Ian Rosenvinge RE 1600Jumps M H rsFree fall
5. CpI BobScoular RM 1600Jumps 15HrsFreefall
6. Sgt Dave Emerson RAF 2500 Jum ps 25HrsFreefall
7. Sgt Gerry Keeble RAF 2500Jumps 23HrsFreefall
8. SSgt Steve Clark RE 1600Jumps 14HrsFreefall
9. W 02 Dave Ritchie REME 2300 Jum ps 17HrsFreefall
10 Pte Eddie Carroll PARA 2500 Jum ps 23HrsFreefall

FIRST WAVE
11. CpI Andy Cole RE 800Jum ps 8HrsFreefall
12. Fit Sgt Steve McBrine RAF 5500 Jum ps 48Hrs Freefall
13. Sgt Phil Judd AAC 800 Jum ps 12 Hrs Freefall
14. CpI Paul Applegate REME 3300Jumps 44HrsFreefall
15. Lt Mike W ills RM 2000 Jum ps 16 Hrs Freefall
16. Sgt Mark Sheridan PARA 3800 Jum ps 35 Hrs Freefall
17. Sgt Nish Bruce PARA 1800Jumps 19Hrs Freefall
18. Sgt John Henny RE 1500Jumps M H rsFree fa ll
19. LBdr Tony Simpson RA 900 Jum ps 7 Hrs Freefall
20. Sgt Steve Thomas RAF 2200 Jum ps 20 Hrs Freefall

SECOND WAVE
21. W 02 Pete Lambson RM 1900 Jum ps 20 Hrs Freefall
22. CpI Carol Mcllwee WRAC 1000 Jum ps 11 Hrs Freefall
23. CpI Kev Goode RM 1100Jumps 8HrsFreefall

24. LBdr Keith Duncan RA 1000Jumps 8HrsFreefall
25. Sgt. Sean Hutchinson RAOC 2000 Jum ps 22 Hrs Freefall
26. Sgt. Bob Ames REME 1500Jumps 16HrsFreefall
27. Sgt. Pete Guest RM 2000Jumps 17HrsFreefall
28. CpI Taff James RM 2100Jumps M H rsFreefall
29. SSgt Bob Scott RSIGS 2500Jumps 26HrsFreefall
30. CpI Phil Rudd RM 1700Jumps 11 Hrs Freefall
31. Capt John Horne REME 2500 Jumps 28 Hrs Freefall
32. Sgt Pete Reynolds RAF 4000 Jumps 41 Hrs Freefall
33. Sgt N igeRogoff RAF 2300 Jumps 28 Hrs Freefall
34. CSgt Chris Schofield RM 1500Jumps 10HrsFreefall
35. CpI Andy Grice REME 2000Jumps 15HrsFreefall
36. CpI BobSturtivant RM 2000Jumps 15HrsFreefall
37. Mne Dave Payne RM 1800Jumps M HrsFreefa ll
38. Fit Lt Graeme Henderson RAF MOOJumps 17Hrs Freefall
39. Wg Cdr Dave W illiam s RAF 1600Jumps 20 Hrs Freefall
40. W01 Jam ie Jamieson REME 1500Jumps M H rsFree fall

THIRD WAVE
41. CpI Steve Taylor RAF 2200 Jum ps 24 Hrs Freefall
42. CpI George Best LI 2000Jumps 17HrsFreefall
43. Sgt Dane Kenny PARA 4700Jum ps 40HrsFreefall
44. Maj Tim Mace AAC 2000Jumps 25HrsFreefall
45. Sgt Mark Greenfield CHES 1100Jumps 11 Hrs Freefall
46. Sgt Nick Harrison RA 1700 Jum ps 15 Hrs Freefall
47. Maj Mike Smith REME 3000 Jum ps 31 Hrs Freefall
48. Sgt Pete Gallagher AAC 1300Jumps 16Hrs Freefall
49. Mne Andy Guest RM 2200 Jum ps 19 Hrs Freefall
50. LCpI Nige Allen RE 800 Jumps 7 Hrs Freefall

TOTAL 100100 Jumps 952 Hrs Freefall

AVERAGE 2002 Jumps 19 Hrs Freefall
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At 9.00am the next day two Lynx arrived for the Army 
Air Corps and Silver Stars teams to do training jumps and we 
waited patiently in our new jumpsuits for the Chinook to 
arrive. It didn’t. Bad weather at Odiham had forced it to 
take off late and then it had developed an electrical fault and 
had returned to be fixed. With the Lynx already there, the 
opportunity was taken to try out the suits with a few 6-ways, 
some from altitude but most from around 4000ft.

The Chinook finally arrived late in the afternoon with 
enough fuel for 6 lifts. Working in three groups: the tall and 
heavies, the mediums and the small and lights, everyone did
2 jumps. Some of the tails were quite light and some of the 
smalls were quite heavy but it didn’t seem to matter. All the 
groups had 2 reasonable dives and it got everyone used to 
the suits and the aircraft.

By 9.00am the next day the Chinook had arrived and so 
had the weather; low cloud and strong winds with no likeli­
hood of an improvement during the day. It had been plan­
ned to do a complete day of 25-ways but that looked increas­
ingly unlikely as the day wore on. It was during one of the 
endless coffee breaks that I received a phone call that 
threatened to stop the whole thing. A hitherto unheard of 
section of the Ministry of Defence had decided that although 
the aircraft was cleared to 14,000ft the jumpers could not go 
above 12,000ft and that we must have an official RAF D Z 
party on the ground and an RAF dispatcher in the aircraft 
before we could jump. However they did confirm that we 
could use BPA approved equipment, do our own packing 
and checks and that once we left the aircraft we would be on 
the normal BPA insurance. Thankfully No 1 Parachute 
Training School at RA F Brize Norton had also been alerted 
to the probems and very quickly sent us the required person­
nel who arrived by lunchtime and stayed with us for the next 
four days. They were incredibly helpful and as keen to see 
the record achieved as the rest of us. The rest of the day was 
a washout.

Friday was programmed as a press day for the Airshow so 
after a couple of good two point 24-ways we flew to Middle 
Wallop to do 30-ways for the TV and newspapers. The last
6 jum pers of each 24-way joined the opposite group to make 
it 30 and these were probably the smoothest and fastest dives 
of the week. In clear blue skies over the show we held each 
30-way for a good 15 seconds and got ourselves on the 6 
o ’clock News, thanks to Captain Gemma Fesemeyer; the 
TV Liaison Officer for the Airshow.

Saturday morning looked perfect at 8.00am but the cloud 
gradually thickened and when we ran in at 11.00am for a 47- 
way it was down to 10,600ft in drizzle. The height got a few 
people overamped and the whole thing was rushed with 
some very hard dockings but we still managed 45 with two 
people low. The grey sky behind us gave the 50,000 crowd an 
excellent view. The weather got the better of us for the sec­
ond attem pt so we cancelled and made for the beer tent like 
everyone else.

Sunday morning was a bit hazy but looked like giving us 
the altitude and now that we had all 50 jumpers we went 
back to the original plan for the first attem pt at 50. Above 
the haze layer it was clear blue skies and when we left the air­
craft at 12,000ft the sea of blue bodies was spectacular. It 
built to 47, not bad for a first attempt.

We were due to close the show at 5.35pm with the second 
attem pt plus a one final attem pt if we didn’t make it this time 
and with 100100 jumps and 962 hours freefall between us we 
knew we could do it. The atmosphere in the aircraft was 
electric. A  perfect exit from both aircraft left the last out 
with very little diving to do and the three waves were set up 
almost as the 10 way was complete. The discipline was excel­
lent and the last wave started moving in at 8000ft. Nige Allen

Exit from the left hand (trail) Chinook prior to the 50.

took the hero slot, I suspect deliberately, and docked fiftieth 
at 6000ft and we held it to 4500ft with Leo Dickinson and 
Simon Ward filming from above and A rthur Gibson from 
below. Everyone was concentrating on their opposite 
number so much to keep the formation flat that even after 
we had landed there were still some who didn’t know that we 
had done it. Sue Dixon and Pete Half acre had kindly agreed 
to be there and had judged it from the ground and from our 
shouting in the formation the crowd knew we had it as well. 
Two barrels of beer kindly donated by our only sponsor: 
Bunces Brewery of Netheravon, provided refreshment 
whilst we gave the Chinook crews a send off they would 
remember. All 50 jumpers stood applauding as they started 
up and flew back to Odiham.

The whole project came up against problems during the 
planning stages and on the day but we would like to thank 
the following for their invaluable assistance. Colonel 
Richard Abbott, Commandant of the Army A ir Corps 
Centre, for his continual support throughout the project, 
Lieutenant Colonel The Lord Roland Castlemaine and 
Time Prince for being flexible enough to allow at least two 
attempts a day, Major Arthur Gibson for his endless letter 
writing to the various authorities, Sergeant Geoff Chandler 
for allowing us to use his D Z for practice, M ajor Alan Wiles, 
Lieutenant Jim Lawton, W arrent Officer Geoff Palmer and 
Sergeant Clive Wadsworth for flying the Lynx when we had 
no Chinook and the Bexhill-on-Sea branch of Lloyds Bank 
for lending us the money in the first place.

It would not have been possible without the excellent fly­
ing of Squadron Leader Bob Holden, Flight Lieutenant 
Barry Hobkirk and their crews from RA F Odiham and the 
enthusiastic and professional attitude of the D Z  D etach­
ment of Squadron Leader Roger Nicholl, Flight Lieutenant 
M ark Smith, Flight Sergeant Bob Souter, Sergeant Simon 
Perry, Sergeant Dave H art and Sergeant Dave W ood from 
R A F Brize Norton.

Finally it would not have happened at all but for the com­
mitment of 50 military skydivers to putting £400 each into 
the attempt. The British record now stands as a colour co­
ordinated 50-way from 12000ft and if someone wants to beat 
it they will need a good bank manager.

Tim Mace
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1988 BRITISH ARMY 
PARACHUTE CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Army Championships held at Netheravon attracted 
113 competitors forming 19 teams including teams from 
Germany, Spain and the Sultan of Omans Parachute Regi­
ment. One com petitor travelled all the way from Hong 
Kong to enter - well done Charlie Wong. The judges also 
had an international flavour by the appearance of Ewa 
Persson FAI from Sweden, Jan de G raaf FA I from Holland 
and of course Annie Killeen from New Zealand.

Pete Lambson, as M eet Director and John Laing as Chief 
Judge did everything they could to ensure we had a meet 
under the most trying of weather conditions. Five o’clock in 
the morning does exist after all. Despite the lack of sleep the 
organisation went as smooth as a swiss clock. The results are 
posted here. Every event was keenly contested with the 
exception of CRW where the Golden Lions were outstand­
ing in both the Army and Open Events.

One individual also stands out in the results and that is 
Tracy Wiles who at 17 with only 240 jumps became the Open 
Intermediate Style Champion beating 18 soldiers. She was 
also Ladies Interm ediate Style Champion. For a schoolgirl 
that is some achievement - well done Tracy.

Finally, congratulations to Bdr Les Carroll RA on becom­
ing the Army Style and Accuracy Champion and Gerhard 
W agner of the Sportsgruppe Schule German Army for 
becoming the Open Style and Accuracy Champion 1988.

I would like to thank all competitors for their sportsman­
ship and safe parachuting and to thank also, the Judges, 
Recorders, Officials, helpers, Pilots and the Staff of JSPC 
(N) for a job well done. See you all in 1989.

Major J. Steele 
Commandant JSPC(N)

Unit Name Name Acc Sco i1 i2 i3
Scottish Division 1. Cessford 2.48 0.65 1.26 0.57
Queens Regiment 1. Cashman 2.62 2.00 0.18 0.44
RAOC G. Pemberton 2.90 0.88 2.00 0.02
Oman Saif Said 3.18 1.04 0.14 2.00
RAPC Coutts Smith 3.59 0.98 0.61 2.00
Queens Regiment R.B. Fahy 4.05 0.05 2.00 2.00
JSPC(N) S. Clarke 4.09 2.00 0.09 2.00
30 Sig Regt A. Allman 4.38 2.00 0.38 2.00
RAPC Mcllwee 5.04 2.00 2.00 1.04
Royal Navy S. Jones 5.73 2.00 2.00 1.73
7 Regt AAC Bramley 6.00 2.00 2.00 2.00

SENIOR STYLE (ARMY)

Name Unit Name Sty Sco S s1 s2 s3
Carroll L. Royal Artillery 18.02 M 9.25 8.77 9.02
AndrewesT. Royal Artillery 20.71 M 10.04 10.67 11.60
Wallace C.M. JSPC(L) 20.82 F 9.58 11.24 9.19
Ritchie D. REME 21.25 M 10.04 11.21 12.19
Dixon C.N. JSPC(L) 22.23 M 10.61 11.62 11.18
Sharp JSPC(L) 22.26 M 10.48 11.78 11.45
Boardman J.W. KOB 22.50 M 11.62 10.88 11.86
Cole A.J. R.E. 24.79 M 12.67 12.12 12.63
Frith J R. JSPC(L) 24.84 M 12.80 12.04 14.28
Duncan K. Royal Artillery 24.91 M 12.00 12.91 12.60
O'Connell RCT 26.62 M 13.66 12.96 13.39
Chandler J. RCT 27.05 M 11.05 16.00 11.38
Pemberton G. RAOC 27.39 M 13.22 14.17 14.37
PapeT. Royal Artillery 27.63 M 13.64 13.99 15.07
Allen C. Depot Parachute Regt 28.88 M 13.67 15.21
SpurrR. RCT 29.63 M 14.58 15.05 15.78
Grundy P.M. R.E. 30.60 M 14.60 16.00
Allen N ** * R.E. 30.90 M 14.90 16.00
Bramley 7 Regt AAC 30.94 M 16.00 14.94 16.00
Ziverts K. RAOC 31.35 M 15.35 16.00 16.00
Coffey J. JSPC(L) 32.00 M 16.00 16.00

DIARY OF EVENTS
COMPETITIONS, BOOGIES ETC. INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS,

U.K. BOOGIES ETC

24-25 September 
24-25 September

10-way Speed Meet Cranfield 2-9 November 
LAC+1 Meet Netheravon 23-27 November

CYPRUS Championships 
Thanksgiving Boogie

Cyprus
Perris, California

1-2 October 
1-2 October 
5-6 November

4-W ay LAC Langar 
8-W ay LAC (continuation) Sibson 
8-W ay/4-W ay Scrambles Langar

20-30 April 1990 
28,29 & 30 April

World POPS Meet 
Competition days 
Accuracy, hit &  rock, 
4-W ay RW

Albury,
New South Wales 
Australia

Contact: Bernard Shaw, top pop downunder, 
2 Crinigan Road,
MORWELL VIC 3840 
AUSTRALIA
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TEAM ACCURACY INTERMEDIATE (OPEN) TEAM ACCURACY (OPEN)

Name Acc Sco i1 i2 i3

R.E. (Blue) 5.23 2.37 2.60 0.26
JSPC(L) B 24.68 12.90 7.72 4.06

T
T

SENIOR ACCURACY (Individual) (Open)

Unit Name Name Acc Sco i1 i2 i3

Germany Army Gerhard Wagner 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Royal Artillery T. Pape 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00
JSPC(L) C.N. Dixon 0.04 0.00 0.00 0.04
Royal Artillery L. Carroll 0.05 0.02 0.01 0.02
Royal Artillery T. Andrewes 0.06 0.02 0.03
Royal Artillery A. Simpson 0.06 0.04 0.00 0.02
RCT J. Chandler 0.06 0.01 0.01 0.04
JSPC(L) R. Ellis 0.08 0.02 0.02 0.04
Royal Artillery K Duncan 0.08 0.04 0.04 0.00
Oman Salim Abdula 0.08 0.05 0.02 0.01
Depot Parachute Regt. J**Scarrett 0.09 0.00 0.01 0.08
Depot Parachute Regt. 1. Barraclough 0.09 0.02 0.05 0.02
RAOC K. Ziverts 0.09 0.00 0.09 0.00
Oman Salim Obaid 0.09 0.00 0.02 0.07
German Army C. Thiel 0.09 0.05 0.04 0.00
Scottish Division R. Bannerman 0.10 0.05 0.05 0.00
Spanish Army M.A. Parades 0.10 0.09 0.01 0.00
RCT O'Connell 0.10 0.01 0.04 0.05
KOB J.W. Boardman 0.15 0.08 0.05 0.02
Depot Parachute Regt. C. Allen 0.17 0.09 0.06 0.02
Spanish Army J. Ruiz 0.17 0.03 0.06 0.08
German Army Schiewe 0.17 0.07 0.10 0.00
Scottish Division T. Mackie 0.18 0.01 0.04 0.13
R.E. P.M. Grundy 0.19 0.14 0.04 0.01
R.E. N ***A llen 0.19 0.05 0.11 0.03
JSPC(L) M.Threlfall 0.19 0.02 0.05 0.12
Spanish Army R. Mate 0.28 0.07 0.09 0.12
JSPC(L) J. Coffey 0.29 0.00 0.00 0.29
Depot Parachute Regt. W **Scarratt 0.32 0.15 0.08 0.09
JSPC(L) T. Coffey 0.32 0.00 0.08 0.24
German Army W. Fricker 0.32 0.28 0.00 0.04
Queens Regiment M.P.Ryan 0.34 0.32 0.02 0.00
R.E. M.W igg 0.45 0.06 0.09 0.30
R.E. A. J. Cole 0.47 0.03 0.02 0.42
Spanish Army J.M. Terry 0.47 0.38 0.00 0.09
RAF DET ABF Aldershot Floyd 0.47 0.18 0.06 0.23
RCT R. Spurr 0.54 0.32 0.14 0.08
Depot Parachute Regt D.Hayes 0.66 0.04 0.48 0.14
Scottish Division S. Thornton 0.67 0.04 0.38 0.25
JSPC(L) JR . Frith 0.72 0.17 0.02 0.53
3 REGT AAC R. Kalinski 0.83 0.41 0.14 0.28
Spanish Army P. Rolan 0.84 0.48 0.02 0.34
German Army G. Wagner 0.86 0.01 0.77 0.08
HMS Centurion Schofield 0.87 0.71 0.02 0.14
Queens Regiment D.S. Mayhew 1.22 0.04 1.05 0.13
Oman G. Lawry 1.34 0.04 0.15 1.15
R.E.M.E. D. Ritchie 1.38 0.08 0.12 1.18
R.E. C.J. Wakes 1.55 0.07 1.44 0.04
JSPC(L) Sharp 1.71 1.65 0.04 0.02
Scottish Division D. Blyth 1.73 0.50 0.31 0.92
2RGS Stafford 1.77 0.33 0.12 1.32
JSPC(L) C.M. Wallace 1.79 0.09 0.12 1.58
JSPC(L) D. Card 2.15 0.03 0.12 2.00
Queens Regiment B. Reader 2.16 0.12 0.04 2.00
R. Sqn R. Scott 2.19 0.12 0.07 2.00
Queens Regiment D. Cooper 2.32 2.00 0.07 0.25

Name p4 t1 t2 t3

0.03
Royal Artillery 0.16 0.08 0.05

Germany Army 0.31 0.13 0.14 0.04
Red Devils 0.56 0.15 0.20 0.21
JSPC(L) A 0.62 0.19 0.04 0.39
R.E. (Red) 0.85 0.21 0.26 0.38
Spanish Army 0.95 0.57 0.09 0.29
Silver Stars 0.98 0.34 0.20 0.44
Oman 1.42 1.12 0.10 0.20
Golden Lions 2.34 0.60 0.79 0.95
RAPA 4.45 0.14 0.37 3.94
R.E. (Blue) 4.99 2.13 2.60 0.26
Diks Trainers 7.45 2.92 0.70 3.83
Flying Dragons 8.32 4.16 1.34 2.82
Whizz Bizz 8.49 2.87 0.33 5.29
Dosh 11.62 3.86 4.70 3.06
Magpies 11.67 4.85 4.07 2.75
Blue Skies 14.93 2.91 6.02 6.00
JSPC(L) B 15.12 6.68 4.72 3.72
Royal Navy 20.58 8.00 6.27 6.31

Name

0.03
Red Devils 
RE. (Red) 
Silver Stars 
Golden Lions 
RE. (Blue) 
Flying Dragons

TEAM ACCURACY (ARMY)

P4 t1 t2 t3
Royal Artillery 0.16 0.08 0.05

0.56 0.15 0.20 0.21
0.85 0.21 0.26 0.38
0.98 0.34 0.20 0.44
2.34 0.60 0.79 0.95
4.99 2.13 2.60 0.26
8.32 4.16 1.34 2.82

INTERMEDIATE ACCURACY OPEN

Unit Name Name Acc Sco i1 i2 i3

R.E. T.F. Henderson 0.13 0.05 0.00 0.08
Oman Mohammed Khalid 0.21 0.03 0.06 0.12
RE. A. Hawkins 0.22 0.04 0.10 0.08
RCT Hancock 0.28 0.00 0.01 0.27
JSPC(Cyprus) A. Callender 1.35 0.77 0.02 0.56
Oman Mohammed Saif 2.00 2.00 0.00 0.00
R.E. J.Omond 2.05 0.04 2.00 0.01
R.E. P. Moore 2.83 2.24 0.50 0.09
JSPC(L) Rae 3.12 2.22 0.79 0.11
JSPC(L) Heaton 3.20 0.68 1.17 1.35
JSPC(Cyprus) R.Hand 5.22 0.14 0.08 5.00
RAOC K. Tween 5.42 2.54 1.19 1.69
JSPC(L) Palmer 8.10 5.00 0.76 2.34
Royal Navy P.D. Smith 8.27 5.00 2.69 0.58
Oman Khalifa Said 8.97 0.06 4.88 4.03
R.E. S. Maybury 9.19 4.02 5.00 0.17
JSPC(L) Booth 10.26 5.00 5.00 0.26
Royal Navy N.K. Dyer 10.27 5.00 0.27 5.00
R.E. I. Chapman 10.54 0.54 5.00 5.00
Oman Mohammed Ali 10.80 0.80 5.00 5.00
R.E. P. Dodwell 11.07 1.07 5.00 5.00
Army Air Corps Main 11.17 2.85 5.00 3.32
Wiles T.A. Wiles 11.25 1.97 4.28 5.00
Queens Regiment P. Beat 11.43 3.49 5.00 2.94
R.E. S. Allman 12.99 5.00 2.99 5.00
16Sig Regt D. Burgess 14.45 4.45 5.00 5.00
R.E.M.E. M .C.Smmith 14.59 4.59 5.00 5.00
16BNRAOC A.G. Thompson 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00
Royal Navy J.K. McClung 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00
JSPC(Cyprus) 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00
R.E. M.C. Bolton 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00
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INTERMEDIATE ACCURACY (ARMY) SENIOR OPEN STYLE

Unit Name Name Acc Sco i1 i2 i3 Name Unit Name Sty Sco S s1 s2 s3

R.E. T.F. Henderson 0.13 0.05 0.00 0.08 FrickerW. German Army 16.57 M 8.12 8.45 8.05
R.E. A. Hawkins 0.22 0.04 0.10 0.08 Carroll L. Royal Artillery 18.02 M 9.25 8.77 9.02
RCT Hancock 0.28 0.00 0.01 0.27 Wagner Gerhard German Army 18.74 M 9.65 9.09 10.53
JSPC(Cyprus) A. Callender 1.35 0.77 0.02 0.56 Wagner Gerald German Army 18.88 M 9.02 9.86
R.E. J.Omond 2.05 0.04 2.00 0.01 Thiel C. German Army 20.23 M 9.28 10.95 9.27
R.E. P. Moore 2.83 2.24 0.50 0.09 Andrewes T. Royal Artillery 20.71 M 10.04 10.67 11.60
JSPC(L) Rae 3.12 2.22 0.79 0.11 Wallace C.M. JSPC(L) 20.82 F 9.58 11.24 9.19
JSPC(L) Heaton 3.20 0.68 1.17 1.35 Ritchie D. REME 21.25 M 10.04 11.21 12.19
JSPC(Cyprus) R. Hand 5.22 0.14 0.08 5.00 Dixon C.N. JSPC(L) 22.23 M 10.61 11.62 11.18
RAOC K. Tween 5.42 2.54 1.19 1.69 Sharp JSPC(L) 22.26 M 10.48 11.78 11.45
JSPC(L) Palmer 8.10 5.00 0.76 2.34 Boardman J.W. KOB 22.50 M 11.62 10.88 11.86
R.E. S. Maybury 9.19 4.02 5.00 0.17 Obaid Salim Oman 22.51 M 11.42 11.09 11.52
JSPC(L) Booth 10.26 5.00 5.00 0.26 Terry J.M. Spanish Army 23.21 M 11.30 11.91
R.E. I. Chapman 10.54 0.54 5.00 5.00 Cole A.J. R.E. 24.79 M 12.67 12.12
R.E. P. Dodwell 11.07 1.07 5.00 5.00 Frith J.R. JSPC(L) 24.84 M 12.80 12.04
Army Air Corps Main 11.17 2.85 5.00 3.32 Duncan K. Royal Artillery 24.91 M 12.00 12.91 12.60
3 Queens Regt P. Beat 11.43 3.49 5.00 2.94 O'Connell RCT 26.62 M 13.66 12.96 13.39
R.E. S. Allman 12.99 5.00 2.99 5.00 Card D. JSPC(L) 27.05 F 14.34 12.71 16.00
16SigRegt D. Burgess 14.45 4.45 5.00 5.00 Chandler J. RCT 26.62 M 13.66 12.96 13.39
REME M.C. Smith 14.59 4.59 5.00 5.00 Parades M.A. Spanish Army 27.13 M 13.07 14.06
16BNRAOC A.G. Thompson 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 Schiewe German Army 27.34 M 16.00 11.34
JSPC(Cyprus) G. Dent 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 Pemberton G. RAOC 27.39 M 13.22 14.17 14.37
R.E. M.D. Bolton 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 Pape T. Royal Artillery 27.63 M 13.64 13.99 15.07

Mcllwee RAPC 28.76 F 14.90 13.86 14.91
Allen C. Depot Parachute Regt 28.88 M 13.67 15.21
Ruiz J. Spanish Army 29.06 M 14.59 14.47
Spurr R. RCT 29.63 M 14.58 15.05 15.78
Threlfall M. JSPC(L) 29.93 M 14.71 15.22 14.30
Abdula Salim Oman 29.99 M 16.00 13.99
Mate R. Spanish Army 30.38 M 14.38 16.00

SENIOR ACCURACY (ARMY) Grundy P.M. R.E. 30.60 M 14.60 16.00
Allen N * * * R.E. 30.90 M 14.90 16.00

Unit Name Name Acc Sco il i2 i3 Rolan P. Spanish Army 30.90 M 14.90 16.00
Bramley 7 Regt AAC 30.94 M 16.00 14.94 16.00

Royal Artillery T. Pape 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 Ziverts K. RAOC 31.35 M 15.35 16.00 16.00
JSPC(L) C.N. Dixon 0.04 0.00 0.00 0.04 Coffey J. JSPC(L) 32.00 M 16.00 16.00
Royal Artillery L. Carroll 0.05 0.02 0.01 0.02 Said Saif Oman 32.00 M 16.00 16.00
Royal Artillery T. Andrewes 0.06 0.02 0.03 0.01 Coutts Smith RAPC 32.00 F 16.00 16.00 16.00
Royal Artillery A. Simpson 0.06 0.04 0.00 0.02 Coffey T. JSPC(L) 32.00 F 16.00 16.00
RCT J. Chandler 0.06 0.01 0.01 0.04
JSPC(L) R. Ellis 0.08 0.02 0.02 0.04
Royal Artillery K. Duncan 0.08 0.04 0.04 0.00
Depot Parachute Regt J**Scarrett 0.09 0.00 0.01 0.08 SENIOR OPEN STYLE AND ACCURACY CHAMPION
Depot Parachute Regt 1. Barraclough 0.09 0.02 0.05 0.02
RAOC K. Ziverts 0.09 0.00 0.09 0.00 G. Wagner Germany Army 1
Scottish Division R. Bannerman 0.10 0.05 0.05 0.00 L. Carroll Royal Artillery 2
RCT O'Connell 0.10 0.01 0.04 0.05 T. Andrewes Royal Artillery 3
KOB J.W. Boardman 0.15 0.08 0.05 0.02
Depot Parachute Regt C. Allen 0.17 0.09 0.06 0.02
Scottish Division T.Mackie 0.18 0.01 0.04 0.13
R.E. P.M. Grundy 0.19 0.14 0.04 0.01
R.E. N * * * *  Allen 0.19 0.05 0.11 0.03
JSPC(L) J. Coffey 0.29 0.00 0.00 0.29
Depot Parachute Regt W ** Scarratt 0.32 0.15 0.08 0.09
Queens Regiment M.P. Ryan 0.34 0.32 0.02 0.00
R.E. M.W igg 0.45 0.06 0.09 0.30 INTERMEDIATE STLYE (OPEN)
R.E. A. J. Cole 0.47 0.03 0.02 0.42
RCT R. Spurr 0.54 0.32 0.14 0.08 Name Unit Name Sty Sco S s1 s2 s3
Depot Parachute Regt D. Hayes 0.66 0.04 0.48 0.14
Scottish Division S. Thornton 0.67 0.04 0.38 0.25 Wiles T. A. Wiles 13.47 F 6.60 6.87 10.00
JSPC(L) J.R. Frith 0.72 0.17 0.02 0.53 Henderson T.F. R.E. 13.83 M 7.53 6.30 RJ
3 Regt AAC R. Kalinski 0.83 0.41 0.14 0.28 Rae JSPC(L) 15.24 M 8.60 6.64 9.30
Queens Regiment D.S. Mayhew 1.22 0.04 1.05 0.13 Khalid Mohammed Oman 15.45 M 5.45 10.00
R.E.M.E. D. Ritchie 1.38 0.08 0.12 1.18 Hawkins A R.E. 15.51 M 7.40 8.11 8.27
R.E. C.J. Wakes 1.55 0.07 1.44 0.04 Hancock RCT 16.13 M 7.40 8.73 7.23
JSPC(L) Sharp 1.71 1.65 0.04 0.02 Callender A JSPC (Cyprus) 16.17 M 7.97 8.20
Scottish Division D.BIyth 1.73 0.50 0.31 0.92 HandR JSPC (Cyprus) 17.32 M 10.00 7.32 10.00
2RGS Stafford 1.77 0.33 0.12 1.32 Palmer JSPC(L) 17.50 M 10.00 7.50 7.84
JSPC(L) C.M. Wallace 1.79 0.09 0.12 1.58 Heaton JSPC(L) 17.80 M 10.00 7.80 9.05
Queens Regiment B. Reader 2.16 0.12 0.04 2.00 Booth JSPC(L) 18.21 M 9.71 8.50 8.74
Queens Regiment D. Cooper 2.32 2.00 0.07 0.25 Tween K RAOC 18.30 M 10.00 8.30 10.00
Scottish Division 1. Cessford 2.48 0.65 1.26 0.57 Chapman I R.E. 18.68 M 10.00 8.68 10.00
Queens Regiment 1. Cashman 2.62 2.00 0.18 0.44 Main Army Air Corps 18.73 M 10.00 8.73 9.43
RAOC G. Pemberton 2.90 0.88 2.00 0.02 DentG JSPC (Cyprus) 18.94 M 10.00 8.94 8.61
Queens Regiment R.B. Fahy 4.05 0.05 2.00 2.00 Smith M.C. R.E.M.E 19.75 M 10.00 9.75 8.35
JSPC(N) S. Clarke 4.09 2.00 0.09 2.00 Omond J R.E. 20.00 M 10.00 10.00 10.00
30 Sig Regt A. Allman 4.38 2.00 0.38 2.00 Moore P R.E. 20.00 M 10.00 10.00
7 Regt AAC Bramley 6.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 Maybury S R.E. 20.00 F 10.00 10.00 8.37
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INTERMEDIATE STYLE & ACCURACY OPEN CHAMPION INTERMEDIATE RW (OPEN)

T.F. Henderson RE. 1
K Mohammed Oman 2
A Hawkins R.E. 3

INTERMEDIATE STYLE (ARMY)

Name Unit Name Sty Sco S s1 s2 s3

Henderson T.F. R.E. 13.83 M 7.53 6.30 R.J
Rae JSPC(L) 15.24 M 8.60 6.64 9.30
Hawkins A R.E. 15.51 M 7.40 8.11 8.27
Hancock RCT 16.13 M 7.40 8.73 7.23
Callender A JSPC (Cyprus) 16.17 M 7.97 8.20
HandR JSPC (Cyprus) 17.32 M 10.00 7.32 10.00
Palmer JSPC(L) 17.50 M 10.00 7.50 7.84
Heaton JSPC(L) 17.80 M 10.00 7.80 9.05
Booth JSPC(L) 18.21 M 9.71 8.50 8.74
Tween K RAOC 18.30 M 10.00 8.30 10.00
Chapman I R.E. 18.68 M 10.00 8.68 10.00
Main Army Air Corps 18.73 M 10.00 8.73 9.43
DentG JSPC (Cyprus) 18.94 M 10.00 8.94 8.61
Smith M.C. R.E.M.E 19.75 M 10.00 9.75 8.35
Maybury S R.E. 20.00 F 10.00 10.00 8.37
Moore P R.E. 20.00 M 10.00 10.00 10.00
Omond J R.E. 20.00 M 10.00 10.00 10.00

INTERMEDIATE STYLE &  ACCURACY ARMY CHAMPION

T.F. Henderson R.E. 1
A Hawkins R.E. 2
A Hancock RCT 3

SENIOR STYLE AND ACCURACY ARMY CHAMPION

L. Carroll Royal Artillery 1
T. Andrewes Royal Artillery 2
C.N. Dixon JSPC(L) 3

SENIOR RW (ARMY)

Team Name RWSco i1 i2 i3 i4 i5 i6 i7

R.E. (Red) 39 6 6 6 4 5 6 6
Red Devils 38 6 6 5 4 5 7 5
Royal Artillery 31 0 6 5 3 6 7 4
Flying Dragons 20 3 3 2 1 3 4 4
Golden Lions 17 1 1 3 3 3 3 3
Silver Stars 15 1 3 2 3 2 2 2

Team Name RWSco i1 i2 i3 i4 i5 i6 i7 i8

R.E. (Blue) 10 2 2 1 2 1 2 0
Royal Navy 5 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1
Blue Skies 5 0 1 0 0 1 1 2
Magpies 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0

Team Name

INTERMEDIATE RW (ARMY) 

RWSco i1 i2 i3 i4 i5 i6 i7 i8
R.E. (Blue) 10 2 2 1 2 1 2 0

NOVICE ACCURACY (ARMY)

Unit Name Name Acc Sco i1 i2 i3

R.E. H. Young 22.97 9.29 7.59 6.09

R.E. Whitehead 23.09 16.10 4.20 2.79

R.E. M.D.Hall 29.68 9.43 7.96 12.29
56SQDRCT Ingle 36.27 25.00 5.62 5.65

JSPC (Cyprus) J.C. Skilton 39.93 23.39 3.86 12.68

R.E. N.G. Thompson 40.78 2.97 15.04 22.77
P.S. Chandler 48.35 23.22 13.51 11.62

R.E. P.J. Whitemore 50.38 11.16 24.39 14.83

R.E. S. Roberts 53.53 25.00 3.53 25.00

JIB Shorncliffe P.R. McKeown 57.15 25.00 7.15 25.00

R.E.M.E. A Scrivener 57.39 25.00 9.69 22.70

KOB R.A. Butterworth 57.80 20.48 25.00 12.32

R.E. Thomas S.L. 63.49 25.00 25.00 13.49

LADIES OPEN ACCURACY

Name Unit Name P4 t l t2 t3

T. Coffey JSPC(L) 0.32 0.00 0.08 0.24
C.M. Wallace JSPC(L) 1.79 0.09 0.12 1.58
D. Card JSPC(L) 2.15 0.03 0.12 2.00
Coutts Smith RAPC5 3.59 0.98 0.61 2.00
S. Maybury R.E. 4.17 2.00 2.00 0.17
N.K. Dyer Royal Navy 4.27 2.00 0.27 2.00
Mcllwee RAPC 5.04 2.00 2.00 1.04
T.A. Wiles Wiles 5.97 1.97 2.00 2.00

SENIOR LADIES STYLE (OPEN)

Name Unit Name Sty Sco s1 s2 S3

C.M. Wallace JSPC(L) 20.82 9.58 11.24 9.19
D. Card JSPC(L) 27.05 14.34 12.71 16.00
Mcllwee RAPC 28.76 14.90 12.71 16.00
T. Coffey JSPC(L) 32.00 16.00 16.00
Coutts Smith RAPC 32.00 16.00 16.00 16.00

LADIES OPEN STYLE & ACCURACY CHAMPION

C.M. Wallace 1
SENIOR RW (OPEN) T. Coffey 2

D. Card 3
Team Name RWSco i1 i2 i3 i4 i5 i6 i7 i8

R.E. (Red) 39 6 6 6 4 5 6 6 INTERMEDIATE LADIES STYLE 8i ACCURACY (OPEN)
Red Devils 38 6 6 5 4 5 7 5
Royal Artillery 31 0 6 5 3 6 7 4 T.A. Wiles 1
JSPC(L) A 31 4 6 4 4 4 4 5 S. Maybury 2
Whizz Bizz 27 4 4 4 3 2 6 4
Dosh 26 3 4 4 5 4 6 0
Flying Dragons 20 3 3 2 1 3 4 4 INTERMEDIATE LADIES STYLE (OPEN)
Diks Trainers 19 3 3 2 2 4 2 3
Golden Lions 17 1 1 3 3 3 3 3 1 Name Unit Name Sty Sco s1 s2 s3
Silver Stars 15 1 3 2 3 2 2 2
German Army 10 3 3 4 Wiles T.A. Wiles 13.47 6.60 6.87 10.00
Spanish Army 8 1 1 3 0 ZAP 1 2 Maybury S. R.E. 20.00 10.00 10.00 8.37
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DON'T MISS THE FUN
THIS YEAR AT

B R I T I S H  S K Y S P O R T S '

BRIDLINGTON —
Open Christmas and New Year

Join us this Christmas and New Year —  We prom ise you an old time
Skysports welcome; meet characters; have fun -  even FREE BOOZE!

F R E E  A C C O M M O D A T IO N  24th D E C E M B E R  — 1 s t  J A N U A R Y .

AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT AND REGISTER EARLY
RING 0262 677367



SKYDIVING VIDEOS
SPECIAL OFFER FOR XMAS
WALLY 1 - WALLY GUBBINS -THE MOVIE 

2-THERIGHTWALLY
3-THE WALLY STUFF

PAL VHS ONLY

BRITAIN £25.00 each incl. p&p 
EUROPE ADDE3.00 pertape p&p

EXTRA £10.00 OFF IF YOU BUY ALL 3 - £65.00
Payable by VISA/ACCESS 

Tel: 0454-316708 

Cheques made payable to WALLY GUBBINS 
Kalos, Cotswald Lane, Old Sodbury,

BRISTOL BS17 6NE.

Thomas Sports Equipment

New PD range now in stock 
PD 170s/190s/210s. 

Call for colours and prices, 
(custom-built canopies 6-8 weeks)

Phone Chris or Derek on 0262 678299/602489

Thom as Sports Equipm ent • Pinfold Lane • 
Bridlington • N. H um berside • Y 016 5XS

^

Instructor Course2/88. British Skysports, Bridlington. 2-6 May 1988

By Nigel Rogoff

A  BPA Instructors Course was held at Bridlington to 
examine advance candidates and coach potential instruc­
tors. Lectures were given in a wide variety of subjects to the 
P .I’s which included:

M ethod of Instruction, D rop Zone M anagement, Inci­
dent Procedures, Parachute Flying, the Category Sys­
tem , First Aid, the Meteorological Conditions and Rig­
ging-

The course was hosted by the full time staff at Bridlington 
and facilities and co-operation was first class. Thanks go to 
Dave Johnston the C .C .I. who was also under examination 
and a special thanks to Lynne in the office for her help and 
cheerfulness throughout the week. XXX Cheers Lynne.

Potential Instructor Candidates

Kevin Doyle ......
Mick Collins ......
Melissa Harvie ..
D arren Mathison 
Steve Tucker ....
JohnY ourston ..

Advanced Candidates
Andy Dixon .............................Headcorn
Nick Harrison ..........................JSPC(N)
Nigel R o g o ff .............................JSPC
Jim Scarratt ..............................Red Devils

Pre-Advanced Candidate 
Dave Johnston .........................British Skysports

A parachuting programme was run in the week to enable 
the P i’s to despatch from the centre’s Cessna and the 
advance candidates to be examined on their management of 
an active drop zone.

Dave Johnston gave a demo brief and the advanced candi­
dates did the demo, which was local, for the infamous 
M ALIBU team on the Bank Holiday Monday. This 
excluded Jim Scarratt who is under contract with LUCIFER 
(he told me not to bubble him - really!!)

John Yourston had a unique despatching technique, per­
suading his students to leave the aircraft by the use of a 3ft 
machette - (where’s he from?)

Steve Tucker (Wings Tucker now) must have thought 
somebody had had his wallet away when he came looking for 
it on final approach to a 10 way dive.

A  typical course party was thrown, with some excellent 
cuisine laid on by the centre to also celebrate Tony Butler’s 
43rd birthday. Nick Harrison also ruined the cake (and his 
Y-fronts) in typical gunner fashion.

All candidates were successful and congratulations to 
them.

Course Facts File
Total candidates 11 (six (6) servicemen)
One (1) candidate female (I think)
Five (5) examiners (all P.O .P.S. members)
Jim Scarratt drank 15 pints a night and paid for John 
Hitchen’s drinks.

Loadsa work loadsa play makes a BPA Instructor. Have a go 
you might have what it takes. If not join the Artillery.

Trailblazers
M .P.C.
Peterborough
British Skysports
RAFSPA
Pilgrims
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FLYING TURKS - TH E TURKISH A IR  LEAG UE- 
TURK HA V A  KURUM U

Jon Heritage has been living and working in Ankara for the 
past year — and has spent some of his time researching the 
Turkish parachute scene. He’s found it most interesting.......

Set up in 1925 by the founder of the Turkish Republic 
Kemal A taturk, THKs aim is to foster a practical involve­
ment in parachuting, powered flight, gliding and aircraft 
modelling. This organisation has been training parachutists 
throughout Turkey for some 50 years and testimony to its 
excellent standards is Bulent Gorgec, who took first place in 
the Individual Accuracy World Championship event in 
Seoul, South Korea in 1987. Following the inclement 
weather at this year’s event in Sweden and consequent can­
cellation of the Accuracy event, his position as the world’s 
number one remains at least for the time being, secure. 
Though Bulent himself isn’t absolutely sure of his title there 
was no clear winner of the Swedish championship.

THK is a highly motivated and disciplined sports associa­
tion with branches throughout the country. Though its head­
quarters are based at Etimesgut airfield A nkara, the central 
parachute school is located at Inonu airfield near Eskisehir, 
roughly mid-way between Turkey’s old capital Istanbul and 
its relatively new one, Ankara. The Russians initiated train­
ing in Turkey and constructed the Inonu airfield near 
Eskisehir specifically for parachuting.

I arrived in Turkey late in 1987 to teach English Language 
at Bilkent University here in Ankara. Since I’d jumped a 
couple of times with the Ipswich Parachute Club, I was keen 
to continue jumping and began to investigate the possibility 
of parachuting here. My initial contact with THK was a visit 
to the 52 metre high parachute tower in the city centre, 
parachute towers being an interesting feature of major Tur­
kish cities. The tower jump, albeit brief, renewed by “taste” 
for the thrill of jumping.

A trip to the THK office, which resulted in much discus­
sion and many glasses of chay (tea) facilitated a happy agree­
ment between myself and Feridun Ari, one of THKs busy 
and enthusiastic directors: I was to receive free training and 
jumps in return for a programme of English lessons to be 
given to THKs paras, pilots and technicians. Foreigners are

Soldan Saga
Giinay Ciyavul, Nurcan Sulsoglu, Nese Ozil, Nuray Yildiz, Kadife Bektas, 
Serdar Uyanik, Oguz Kocyigit, Bulent Gorgec, Ahmet Aytemizel.

Flying the THK flag. The organisation was established in 1925 and has been 
parachuting since the 1930s.

usually charged a rate of 18,000 Turkish Lira (£8) per jump 
though the sport is entirely free of cost for Turks. Once a 
year during the Kurban religious festival hundreds of 
thousands of sheep are slaughtered in this Muslim country. 
The skins of these omnipresent animals are donated to the 
Government which sells them  off to private enterprise at a 
profit. Much of the proceeds go directly to THKs coffers and 
are then utilised for its numerous activities. When one con­
siders that the A ir League operates a fleet of over 60 air­
craft, you can appreciate what an extra-ordinary financial 
system this is. Turkish parachutists don’t seem to mind this 
strange arrangement at all and of course the infamous 
D oner Kebab remains as popular as ever.

Prior to my first Turkish jump I had to undergo a rigorous 
30 hour training programme similar in many respects to a 
BPA approved course, with the emphases on safety, good 
exit, clean landing. Though procedures and drills are alike, 
I was spared the spartan exercises Turks must go through as 
part of normal training which include masses of press-ups, 
jogging and the like. My instructors permitted me to retain 
the free fall stable spread exit position I’d been taught in 
England, rather than having to adopt the head down, legs 
together, arms round the reserve military position favoured 
here for first timers on T16s.

After lengthy hours of classroom lectures, exit drills and 
PLFs, I was finally cleared for jump number I. T 10s, but 
more often T 16s are used for initial training and to my 
delight, the big rotary engined Antonov AN 2 bi-plane was 
to be used as the parachute platform, orthodox practice in 
Turkey. The aircraft’s characteristics of slow flight, stability 
and its ability to temporarily house 12 or more jumpers 
make the noisy AN 2 an ideal parachute plane. Makes a 
pleasant change being able to exit standing rather than “slip­
ping” out of an Islander or Piper 2.

Before being awarded by FAI certificate, I made 10 jumps 
with the T 16, some better than others! On completion of



SKIES OVER TURKEY
FA I A , THK students move on to free fall training (using 
dummy rip cords) and free fall utilising the Para-Comman- 
der, a vast improvement on the sluggish T  16, the “Com­
m ander” giving a vital extra dimension in terms of both man- 
oevrability and, it follows, accuracy. I was now able to aim 
straight for the sand pit instead of the couple of acres bet­
ween Etimesguts two concrete runways, an area which could 
be as hard as concrete during the dry spells in the winter 
months.

As I mentioned earlier, parachuting is free of cost to 
Turks. Those who complete basic training successfully are 
able to continue jumping. Indeed THK encourages the bet­
ter students to further their training. 60 or 70 free fall jumps 
of up to 60 seconds delay (depending on atmospheric condi­
tions, height above sea-level etc) are required before prog­
ressing onto the Parafoil and the approach to the top of the 
sports parachuting “pyramid” .

Team Captain Gunay Ciyavul informed me of the squads 
recent training programme in the run-up to Sweden. 8 days 
in Japan had seen the m en’s team  attain a respectable 3rd 
place in accuracy whilst Gunay himself managed 2nd place 
individually, in the accuracy event. Next came a good will 
exchange visit to Czechoslovakia then back to Turkey for 
intensive training at what must be a parachutist’s dream, 
Inonu airfield. Gunay assured me that the squad had been 
working hard, each individual averaging 8 or 9 descents 
from dawn ‘till dusk, the emphasis being placed on accuracy. 
A look at the squads jump totals gives the impression that 
these “Flying Turks” spend most of their time “finding out 
why the birds sing” ......

It is at this stage that informal competition begins between 
the students for future apprenticeships and jobs as THK 
parachute instructors. The dream of many a young Turk is of 
course a place in the national squad. U nder the watchful 
eyes of very experienced instructors and THKs Parachute 
School director, Tuna Atici, promising talent will be 
brought up to world class standard.

Aspiring parachutists whose ambitions are to become 
future instructors have to tem per their hopes by a great deal 
of dedication to the A ir League and to the sport in general. 
Many an hour is spent packing and checking chutes by 
advanced students in Etimesguts cavernous training hall.

Throughout the year, instructors are posted to all four 
points of the compass, parachuting is popular all over Tur­
key from the west coast to the barren and rocky areas of the 
east. Indeed, it’s possible to say that parachuting is almost as 
popular with the youth of Turkey as football and backgam­
mon.

DEMONSTRATIONS

Each year, the instructors who are most “on form” are 
gathered together for national squad training. Relative 
work to world class standard has not yet been fully realised, 
so the squad concentrates on accuracy, with style taking sec­
ondary importance. W hen not in intensive training or com­
peting in events abroad, the national team performs the nor­
mal duties of an air league instructor; giving demonstration 
jumps, talking to school children, seeing ab-initio students 
through an average of 20,000 plus total jumps a year and of 
course getting in as many personal jumps as is possible - 
which in Turkey is plenty. The weather from May to 
November being excellent, if a touch hot for westerners.

I managed to catch the national squad just before their 
departure for Norway in July. They were off to acclimatise 
prior to the Swedish W orld Championship event, a sorry 
affair in retrospect. Bulent Gorgec, current World Champ­
ion had been given time off from compulsory National Ser­
vice to train for the event and didn’t seem too depressed at 
the prospect of travelling and jumping rather than square- 
bashing in 40 degrees of heat!

Four THK instructors practising relative work at Antalya on Turkeys South 
Coast.

1988 TURKISH NATIONAL SQUAD

Mens Team Womans Team
Gunay Ciyavul (capt) 
Bulent Gorgec 
Serdar Uyanil 
Oguz Kocyigit 
Ahmet Aytemizel

3100 jumps 
3600jumps 
2400jumps 
1800jumps 
1750jumps

Nurcan Sulusoglu 
Kadife Bektas 
Nese Ozil 
Nuray Yildiz

1550jumps 
1500jumps 
1500jumps 
600jumps

Team coach and parachute school director is Tuna Atici.
On the squads return to Ankara from Sweden I spoke to 

Tuna Atici who not unnaturally had found the shortened 
competition frustrating, but in typical Turkish fashion 
treated the ill fated week with a misture of good humour and 
resignation. With unreliable weather prevalent in the 
North-W est of Europe, one is forced to speculate about the 
wisdom of holding Wofld Class events in countries such as 
Sweden.

The essential element in THKs formula for success seems 
to be hard training, practice is gained through almost con­
stant jumping - it’s simply a m atter of jum p, pack, jump, 
pack, ad infinitum and the results speak for themselves. I 
have nothing but praise for the Turkish A ir League and its 
zestful individuals. With Autumn rapidly approaching I 
hope to resume training here in Ankara. Some high altitude 
AFF has been m entioned, a tempting prospect. Assured of 
excellent training and fine facilities with large doses of Tur­
kish hospitality and friendliness, I’m sure the coming year 
will be thoroughly enjoyable.
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County Arms, Leicester Road, 
Glen Parva Leicester 

Thursday 9th June 19887 p.m.

PRESENT:
A.G. Knight - Chairman STC 
A. Collingwood - A1 Skydiving 
K. Daykin - Thruxton 
M. Skeet - Fife
M. McLaughlin - Flying Tigers 
S. McBrine - RAFSPA 
D. Ruffell - Doncaster 
W.J. Barnes - Peterlee 
T. Dobson - LBFFC/Merlin
A. Sinclair-Red Devils 
P. Cavanagh - BKPC
B. Laithwaite- HGPC
S. Thomas - London Skydiving
C. Francis - Headcorn 
K. Noble - Border
P. Lambson - JSPC(N)
D.L. Howerski - Swansea 
J.D. Prince-NWPC
D. Peacock - London Para Schools 
A. Hickling - Pilots 
S. Beck - Cornwall 
M. Thurman - Riggers

APOLOGIES:
S. Lambe,
T. Andrewes,
J. Meacock,
L. George

IN ATTENDANCE:
J. Curtis - Council 
T. Oxley-CAA 
J. Hitchen - JNCSO 
T. Butler-JNCSO

OBSERVERS:
, J. Peck, P. Hammond, K. Lewers, C. Laithwaite, P. Walters,
A. Myatt, G. Cox, S. Clarke, A. Williamson, K. Adkins, J. Farr,
A. Lee, J. Noble, B. Parry, J. Davis, V. Davis.

ITEM
1. Minutes of STC Meeting of 7th April 1988
It was proposed by K. Noble and seconded by C. Francis that the 
Minutes of the STC Meeting of 7th April 1988 be accepted as a 
true record.

Carried Unanimously

2. Matters arising from STC Meeting of 9th June 1988.
2.2 The Chairman informed the meeting that the BPA had only 
received £100 cheques from a few clubs as contributions for the 
necessa ry work to be carried out for aft C of Gs to be extended on 
Islanders and he would be requesting assistance from the 
Finance Committee. Mr. Knight stated that not all Islanders 
needed the extensions and those CCI's in doubt should contact

him. CCI's

2.2.6 R. Colpus had contacted the Chairman requesting that his 
particular objection to the mandatory carrying of knives by 
Category 8 jumpers and above, and the petition he had submitted 
to Council, be discussed. This was done but no proposer could be 
found to initiate a change to the current rule. R. Colpus

CCI's

2.4(iv) The Chairman informed the meeting that he had written to 
Pilatus Britten Norman as had been requested by STC and he 
received a reply from them. S. McBrine stated the PBN had now 
re-fitted the RAFSPA door for them.
2.4 The Chairman stated that the proposed disciplinary action 
against C. Thomas was subject to appeal to Council.
2.3(3.6) The item concerning an incorrect reserve re-pack by J. 
Buckle had been put back to this meeting. Ms. Buckle was unable 
to attend the meeting as she was competing in the Nationals, but 
had sent a letter to the Chairman which was read out a the 
meeting. Some discussion took place after which it was 
proposed by D. Howerski and seconded by K. Noble, that the 
Chairman write a letter of reprimand to Ms. Buckle reminded her 
of her responsibility when dealing with parachuting equipment.

Chairman STC 
Carried Unanimously

2.6 The Chairman stated that this item should have been a main 
agenda item, but no written input had been received. J. Hitchen 
stated that throughout the country, problems with 'Pull Out' pilot 
chutes were a great deal more prevalent than with 'Throwaway' 
type pilot chutes. Generally the meeting concurred with the 
JNCSO's comments. Further discussion took place after which it 
was proposed by D. Howerski and seconded by D. Prince that; 
The minimum qualification for a parachutist to convert to a 'Pull

Out' pilot chute be FAI 'D' Certificate. All CCI's
For 16 
Against 2 
Abstentions 1

Carried

It was pointed out by the Chairman that this rule did not apply 
retrospectively (i.e. this will not apply to students who are 
already using pull out systems).
2.8(ii) The Chairman informed the meeting that he had written to 
Mr. McQueen as had been requested by STC, but had not 
received a reply.

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION
SAFETY AND TRAINING COMMITTEE

At this stage the Chairman stated that item 3 (Approval of Riggers 
Minutes) would be deferred as The Riggers Meeting was still 
taking place.

4. Incident Reports - resume
The Chairman stated that there had been nothing from the 
incident reports received that could usefully be passed on to the 
meeting, though there had been a number of landing injury 
reports that could be included in the injury survey to be compiled 
at the end of the year, P. Lambson agreed to compile this survey. 
The Chairman also stated that there were still reports coming in 
of low hook turns, causing injury, he reminded CCI's to 
discourage this practice. K. Noble gave the meeting details of an 
incident where a prachutist who had to use a reserve had an 'L 
and R' line release fitted, the release did not work correctly and 
the parachutist landed heavily on concrete causing injury. There 
was some discussion as to whether these releases should be 
banned or not, after which it was proposed by P. Cavanagh and 
seconded by P. Lambson that; 'L and R' line, releases should not 

be recommended for use. All CCI's
For 13 
Against 5 
Abstentions 1

Carried

5. Instructor Course 2-88
J. Hitchen gave details of the Instructor Course which was held at 
British Skysports between 2nd and 11th May. The JNCSO 
thanked all concerned and informed the meeting of the 
Examiners recommendations, which would need to be 
considered and voted on by STC.
It was proposed by D. Peacock and seconded by P. Lambson that 
Dave Johnston be permitted to continue to act as CCI for British 
Skysports until the next Advanced Instructors Course in August.

Carried Unanimously

It was proposed by D. Ruffell and seconded by K. Daykin that; 
'The following be given 6 month extensions to their Potential 
Instructor ratings; K. Adkins, J. Farr, A. Brooks and A. Jones.

Carried Unanimously.

6. New Drop Zone - File
M. Skeet gave details of his proposed relocation of Fife Parachute 
Centre to Errol (O.S. Sheet 59, Grid ref 27,24). Full details had also 
been sent out to CCI's by Mr. Skeet, including details of staff and 
equipment.
There was some confusion as to what category of parachutist 
should wear life jackets. The JNCSO stated that the Operations 
Manual was clear on this matter, if a water hazard was within 
1500 yds, all parachutists would wear life jackets, this Mr. Skeet 
agreed to. Also that when the wind was blowing towards the 
water, spotting of the experienced lifts would only be done by 
experienced club members with proven spotting ability. Mr. 
Skeet stated that both JNCSO's had seen the Drop Zone and 
supported the application.
It was proposed by D. Howerski and seconded by K. Noble that 
the proposed Drop Zone at Errol be cleared as an Unrestricted 
Drop Zone with the provisos contained in Mr. Skeet's written

proposals. Mr. Skeet 
Carried Unanimously

The Chairman complimented Mr. Skeet on the presentation of his 
proposal.

7. Proposed Changes to Operations Manual
i) The Chairman stated that the proposed changes to Section 15 
of The Operations Manual were still being discussed by The 
Riggers Committee and as there were likely to be a number of 
changes to the proposal, this item would be deferred until the 
next STC Meeting, to enable the changes to be circulated to

Committee members. Mr. Thurman

ii) A proposal by A. Collingwood to change part of Para 14 
(Restrictions on Parachutists following a Lay-off) of Section 5 of 
The Operations Manual was discussed in detail. Mr. Collingwood 
agreed that this proposal should be deferred until the next 
meeting as K. Daykin stated that he would supply written input on 
the subject prior to the meeting.

K. Daykin, A. Collingwood.

8. Suggested guidelines to Doctors - Roger Flinn
The suggested guidelines to Doctors examining parachutists and 
potential parachutists had been circulated with the Agenda, this 
had been done for input.
A paper by Dr. J. Carter was also presented for the meeting to 
consider, this paper would also go out with the Minutes of this 
meeting for input. K. Noble sated that the medical form had also 
been the subject of discussion by the 'Drop Zone Operators' and 
input would be received from them prior to the next meeting.

All CCI's

It was decided that this should be a main Agenda item for the next 
STC Meeting.
(1)The Raleigh Burner 
For 18 
Against 1 
Abstentions 0

Carried

(ii) D. Ruffell requested that Doncaster Parachute Club be given 
permission to conduct AFF instruction. A number of questions 
were asked and it was stated that this application was supported 
by the JNCSO's provided that the operation was run by Mr. 
Ruffell together with a number of extra restrictions to which Mr.

Ruffell had agreed to in writing. D. Ruffell 
It was proposed by D. Ruffell and seconded by A. Sinclair that the 
above be permitted.
For 15

Against 1 
Abstentions 3

Carried

(iii) The Chairman stated that a number of requests had been 
received to conduct a RAPS programme from; London Parachute 
Schools, JSPC(N), A1 Skydiving and British Skysports. A good 
deal of discussion took place concerning the nature of the 
programme, D. Howerski stated that since the programme had 
been operating there had been few problems and it was 
generally felt to be a success, so far. Mr. Howerski felt that the 
programme was still to be evaluated, but more input would be 
useful. He would then like to call a meeting around the end of the 
year to evaluate whether there should be any changes to the 
comprehjensive rules already regarding this aspect of 
parachuting.
The Chairman stated that though there were a number of 
requests each should still be considered individually.

Parachuing

(a) It was proposed by D. Peacock and seconded by P. Cavanagh 
that London Parachute School be permitted to run a RAPS 
programme.

Carried Unanimously

(b) It was proposed by P. Lambson and seconded by C. Francis 
that JSPC(N) be permitted to run a RAPS programme.

Carried Unanimously

(c) It was proposed by A. Collingwood and seconded by M. 
McLaughlin that A1 Skydiving be permitted to run a RAPS

programme. A1 Skydiving 
Carried Unanimously

It was felt by the meeting that the request from British Skysports 
be deferred until the CCI of the Centre had an Advanced 
Instructor rating.
(iv) A number of requests for extentions to Potential Instructors 
ratings had been received. The Chairman stated that all were 
straight forward requests and all the P.I.s concerned held current 
ratings that were about to lapse.
It was proposed byT. Dobson and seconded byJ. Barnes that the 
following be given six months extentions to their Potential 
Instructor ratings:
R. Hawkins - Silver Stars 
P. McLaughlin - Silver Stars
I. Wilson - South West 
S. Shaw - Merlin
C. Smith - RAPT 
K. Duncan - RAPS

(v) A request from A. Collingwood for the following people to 
carry out demo jumps within the London T.M.A. from a minimum 
height of 1500 ft, should it prove necessary on the date;
A. Collingwood - 2,000+ jumps 
P. Sullivan -1,000+ jumps
M. McCarthy -1,000+ jumps
E. Norris-700+jumps
F. Davis - 2,500+ jumps 
R. Buckle -800+ jumps
G. Goodwin - 500+ jumps 
K. Hughes - 900+ jumps

This was proposed by A. Collingwood and seconded by K. 
Daykin.

Carried Unanimously

(vi) A similar request to the above from C. Francis was discussed, 
unfortunately Mr. Francis did not have the names or 
qualifications of the jumpers concerned. It was felt that this type 
of request, if agreed could set an unacceptable precedent. 
Further discussion took place after which C. Francis proposed 
that unnamed parachutist be permitted to jump at 1500 ft in the 
London T.M.A., provided they were current and had the 
minimum permitted number of descents, their names to be 
notified to the JNCSO's. This proposal was seconded by S.

McBrine. C. Francis
For 3
Against 15 
Abstentions 1

Not Carried

At this stage the Chairman was able to go back to item 3 on the 
Agenda.

3. Approval of Riggers Minutes of Meeting of 7th April 1988
M. Thurman gave the meeting details of the previous minutes of 
the Riggers Meeting. Mr. Thurman stated that he was still 
awaiting a reply from J. Sherman of The Jump Shack.
3.9 M. Thurman stated that paragraph three should read 'Riggers 
should be made aware though that if knots are used then they 
must be properly formed and tacked'.
Mr. Thurman also gave the meeting details of that evenings 
Riggers Meeting, full details of which would be included in the 
Minutes.
The Riggers had inspected and approved a 'Special' harness for
B. Jones to enable him to take a Thalidomide victim on a Tandem 
descent, mr. Jones gave the meeting details of the descent and 
showed the Committee the equipment and various photographs. 
It was proposed by T. Dobson and seconded by D. Ruffell that this 
be permitted.

Carried Unanimously 
A. Sinclair requested that a member of The Red Devils Team with 
a minimum of 1000 descents and 'D' Certificate be permitted to 
make Static Line descents from 1500 ft out of a balloon. This 
would be a 'one off' and would be completed within the next 12 
months.
It was proposed by A. Sinclair and seconded by P. Lambson that 
this be permitted.

Carried U nan im ous ly
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Wharf Way, Glen Parva, Leicester 
Wednesday 4th May 1988 - 6.30 p.m. 

COUNCIL MEETING
PRESENT:
J.T. Crocker - Chairman BPA
D.T. Hickling - Vice chairman BPA
A.G. Knight • Chairman STC
S. Eversfield - Chairman Competitions Committee
J. Lines • Chairman Finance Committee
J. Curtis
J. Steele
W.J. Meacock
D. Howerski
S. Dixon
S. Treble
J.L. Thomas
K. Noble
G. Douglas

IN ATTENDANCE:
C.W. Port - Secretary General BPA 
A.K. Butler -JNCSOBPA
J.H. Hitchen - JNCSO BPA

APOLOGIES:
G. O'Hara, P. Lambson

OBSERVERS:
T. Oxley, D. McCarthy, D. Harrison 

RESIGNATION:
Mr. N. Dixon has had to tender his resignation due to service 
commitments.

MINUTES
MINUTES OF MEETING OF 23rd MARCH 1988

Proposed by J.L. Thomas and seconded by J. Steele that the 
minutes of the above meeting be acceptd as a true record 
with the addition of:
18/88 Annual Conventions
Add: Input should be sent to D.T. Hickling.
19/881. Pension Schemes JNCSOs 
Change to: This would be an additional annual cost to the 
Association of £580 per annum, and was in line with Councils 
previous promise to update thre pension scheme once the 
Development Plan had been accepted and funded by the 
Sports Council.
19/88 3. Mrs. Mantykiewicz - Retirement
Add: The amount to be spent should not exceed £50.

Unanimous

MATTERS ARISING

a. Membership Cards
J. Curtis stated that these had now been prepared and both 
the cards and a letter were ready to be sent out.
J.K. Lines stated that in the light of criticism he had received 
he felt that should these be sold then it would be a fact of life 
that some would be "spoiled" or "lost". Thus if people have 
to pay in advance there would need to be some sort of refund 
forthose which were lost or spoiled.
There was some discussion on this subject and it was felt 
that perhaps further discussion, and input was needed on 
this subject.
After further discussion it was agreed that all numbers must 
be paid forwithin 60 days after issue.
The suggestion was also put forward that plastic credit type 
cards be sent to all clubs with the number blocks, and that 
these cards be given to the student for retention.

b. A/C INSURANCE - PASSENGERS LIABILITY
D. Howerski had produced information on this subject, and 
suggested that the Association only uses A/C which had 
passenger liability.
It was proposed by D.T. Hickling and seconded by J.L. 
Thomas that only A/C already carrying passenger liability 
should be used for official BPA functions.
13 For
1 Abstention

Carried

c. Sue Dixon asked on behalf of a member why the 
petitioners, concerning the mandatory carrying of knives, 
were asked to put this to STC. It was stated that Council did 
not feel that they should overrule STC on a matter of safety.
d. J. Curtis stated that in his opinion the minutes should be 
further expanded and should be sent out to all Council within 
seven days of the meeting. It was pointed out that previous 
Council had asked that the minutes be kept brief. The 
Secretary General would try and compromise.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Safety and Training
A.G. Knight presented the previously distributed minutes of 
the meeting of 7th April 1988.
Item 2 - Forms had been sent out to those operating Islanders 
and replies were awaited.
Item 4 (IV) - A reply had been received concerning PBN 
Turbine Islander in-flight doors.
Item 4(l| - The Disciplinary panels findings had been ratified

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION
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by STC. An appeal had been lodged and agreed to by the 
Chairman of STC. This would be a main agenda item for the 
next Council Meeting.
Item 7 - In response to a question from J. Steele, where Mr. 
Ian Marshall was being granted permission to act as a CCI 
until September, it was stated that Mr. Marshall would be 
assessed at the end of the period.
Item 8 (II) - In response to a question from W.J. Meacock, it 
wasstated that Mr. McQueen needed to appearatthe STCto 
present further information.

2. COMPETITIONS
S. Eversfield presented the minutes of the meeting of 20th 
April 1988.
1. The RW Championships venue was now confirmed as 
being at Weston on the Green.
2. The parachuting equipment ordered for Seoul would 
remain BPA property and be auctioned after the competition.
3. The sponsors for the National Championships, VAUX, 
have offered to replace the mens individual accuracy cup.
4. There was some discussion as to the number of senior 
staff who attended the competitions committee meeting.
5. Eversfield stated that he would like the Secretary General 
to continueto take the minutesand for J.H. Hitchen to attend 
in an advisory role. The JNCSOs had travelled to the meeting 
in one car so no extra expense had been incurred.
5. The portable computer had not yet been purchased but 
when it had been purchased and the programme loaded, it 
would be located at the BPA HQ.
6. The equipment which had been purchased from Germany 
was not all operating satisfactorily and thus, as instructed, 
the Secretary General had made partial payment only. The 
Secretary General was in contact with Hr. Weckbecker on 
this matter and would advise the Committee on progress.
7. The Video equipment had been refurbished by Larsen & 
Brusgaard, but due to their shipping agents, Spedition, 
sending inadequate paperwork, the equipment was now in 
bond at Heathrow. The Associations agents, Charles Kendall 
Freight, were doing all in their power to expedite delivery to 
the Associations HQ.
Susan Dixon suggested that Amanda Kenny be contacted 
should there be any further significant delay.

a. INVITATIONS TO ATTEND COUNCIL MEETING

Mr. D. McCarthy had been invited to attend the meeting to 
discuss with Council comments allegedly made by him in a 
radio two programme.
The Chairman stated that the publicity which the Association 
had had following these alleged statements brought the 
Association into disrepute. He felt, and Council agreed, that 
the correct place to air views was the Council room rather 
than the media.
Mr. McCarthy said that he had come to this meeting out of 
respect for the members of Council who he stated did a 
marvellous job but he felt very very strongly about the 
fatalities which had happened last year.
Very strong views were put forward by Mr. McCarthy and 
members of the Council. In the event Mr. McCarthy agreed to 
a request from the Chairman that should there be in the 
future any matters on which he felt this strongly, he would 
put his case first of all to the Safety and Training Committee 
and the Council of the Association and not the media.

b. Mr. D. Harrison
In relation to the pilot rating situation, Mr. Harrison had 
attended this meeting to discuss the situation.
In the light of insurance problems etc. Council had been in 
the throes of making a final decision as to whether all pilots 
and other people involved in any parachuting activity should 
be members of the BPA. The problem arising in this respect 
related back to correspondence concerning the clearance of 
Abbotsley.
Mr. Harrison unreservedly withdrew all the allegations he 
had made against the JNCSOs.
D. Howerski said that one of the Councils functions was to 
resolve disputes. Disputes should not be aired outside the 
Association and council should reserve to itself the right to 
remove memberships. The Chairman stated that the Articles 
and Memorandum of Association gave Council this right.
K. Noble proposed that the bar on Mr. Harrisons 
membership be lifted. J. Steele seconded this proposal.
111n Favour
3 Abstentions

Carried

c. Mr. T. Lewington
Mr. Lewington had been invited to attend Council to discuss 
the fact that he could not pay the outstanding P6 fees 
following the closure of his club.
It was agreed to contact Mr. Lewington to ask him whether 
he would be prepared to pay the Association £25 per month 
to clear the outstanding debt.

HEALTH AND SAFETY EXECUTIVE
The Chairman reported that to date no further 
correspondence had been received from the Health and 
Safety Executive.

BPA SHOP UPDATE
D.T. Hickling reported that a quotation had been received for 
producing the brochures. It was felt that discussion would 
havbe to be held to discover whether any projected profit 
from the BPA shop would justify the outlay involved. This 
would be an agenda iem at the next Finance Committee 
meeting.

AIR MET. CARDS
Paperwork on the above had been circulated to Council by 
D.T. Hickling. It was an offer which would bring sponsorship 
worth £3,000 to the Association.
After discussion it was proposed by D.T. Hickling and 
seconded by Susan Dixon that the Association go ahead 
with this.
12 For
2 Abstentions

Carried

A.G. Knight was concerned that the cost of the service 
offered could be rather high to the members using it.

LOANS TO CLUBS
Fife Parachute Club had applied for a £5,000 loan over a 12 
month period. This was on the agenda as it fell between two 
Finance Committee Meetings. The loan was in order to 
finance a relocation of the DZ and towards the purchase of an 
aircraft. J.H. Hitchen stated that the DZ was some 1,200 yards 
plus from a water hazard, which was over a quarter of a mile 
wide. The DZ would have to be operated with some 
restrictions.

The security offered was on property.
It was agreed that once the DZ had been approved; searches 
had been conducted on the property offered as security; that 
following searches the properly had at least £9,000 equity, 
and subject to the usual terms and condition, plus the fees 
for the charge being added to the loan, then in principle the 
loan could be agreed.

A.O.B.
1. Rhine Army Parachute Championships
A request had been received from Major Card for J.H. 
Hitchen to be involved in the above, and for the use of the 
BPA video system at the RAPA Championships.

Unanimous

2. Office Furniture
There was an urgent need to replace three office chairs at a 
cost of £270.

Agreed

The Council then met for informal discussions.

ADDENDUM TO COUNCIL MINUTES 
RAPA CHAMPIONSHIPS

D. Howerski had contacted the Secretary General to say that 
the dates when RAPA wanted the video system over-lapped 
with the period for which he had already booked the video. 
However, he was quite prepared to waive his booking in 
order that the video could be in use at RAPA for those 
Championships.

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
Safety and Training Committee Meeting 

Minutes
County Arms, Leicester Road, 

Glen Parva, Leicester 
Thursday 14th July 1988-7 p.m.

Present:
A.G. Knight - Chairman STC
D.T. Hickling - B.P.S.
D.G. Johnston - British Skysports 
A. Sinclair- Red Devils 
L. George - Sport Parachute Centre 
R. O'Brien - P.P.C.
K. Noble - Border
D.L. Howerski - Swansea 
M.Thurman -Riggers 
L. Thomas - Riggers

Apologies:
P. Lambson, D. Parker, A. Collingwood, B. Laithwaite, T. 
Andrewes, D. Ruffell, M. Skeet, D.P. McCarthy, R. 
Noble-Nesbitt, J. Fisher, S. McBrine, K. Daykin.

In Attendance:
J. Curtis - Council 
Susan Dixon - N.D.O.
J. Hitchen -J.N.C.S.O.
T. Butler -J.N.C.S.O.

Observers:
J. Farr, K. Adkins, P. Johnston, N. Johnston, J. Davis, V. 
Davis, G. Cox, J. Eaton, R. Cooper, D. Lehane, M. McCarthy, 
A. Galloway, P. Beck, L. Kirk.

MINUTES OF STC MEETING 9th JUNE 1988
It was proposed by A. Sinclair and seconded by K. Noble that 
the Minutes of the STC Meeting of 9th June 1988 be accepted 
as a true record, with the inclusion that L. Thomas be 
recorded as being present at that meeting, as the minutes 
had not recorded his attendance.

Carried
U nan im ous ly
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MAHERS ARISING FROM STC MEETING OF 9th JUNE 1988
2.2(2.2| The Chairman informed those present that the 
Finance Committee had tentatively agreed to finance any 
"shortfall" necessary towards the cost of the work needed to 
be carried out by PBN for aft C of G extensions on Islanders, 
after clubs who had not contributed had been re-approached 
by himself. T. Knight.
2.2I2.4) A. Knight stated that C. Thomas had appealed to 
Council against the STC proposed disciplinary action against 
him, but Council had upheld STC's decisions.
2.2(2.6) L. George stated that the new rule concerning the 
use of ‘Pull Out' pilot chutes had caused problems with 
jumpers who had ordered new kit before the rule change and 
they would need to get their kit altered to 'throwaway'type 
pilot chutes. The Chairman commented that he hoped that 
suppliers and manufacturers might be helpful in these 
circumstances.
2.7(ii) K. Daykin had hoped to have a paper by I. Rosenvinge 
available for this meeting but it was not ready and this item 
would be held over until the next meeting. K. Daykin I. 
Rosenvinge
At this stage the Chairman stated that item 3 {Approval of 
Riggers Minutesl would be deferred as the Riggers Meeting 
was still in progress.

INCIDENT REPORTS - RESUME
1) L. George gave details of an incident at Tilstock where a 
AFF Level 3 student had dislocated her shoulder in free fall. 
The student had no previous history of shoulder 
dislocations. The student had been released by her 
instructors and at 'pull time' she started to spin and then 
inverted, it was only at that time the student realised her arm 
was hurt. There was a combined Instructor/Student pull at 
approx. 1,500 ft.
The Chairman stated that there were a number of other 
incidents which had been reported, most of which would be 
included in the student landing survey.
At this stage the Chairman was ableto return to item 3 of the 
Agenda.

APPROVAL OF RIGGERS MINUTES OF MEETING OF 9th 
JUNE 1988
M. Thurman gave the meeting a resume of the minutes ofthe 
previous Riggers Meeting.
3.10 (Incorrect Equipment Assembly!. A. Sinclair stated that 
he had been unable to attend the last Riggers Meeting and 
was unhappy with the decision of the Riggers Committee 
with regard to this item, as he felt that this was a serious 
'mistake'.
A good deal of discussion took place concerning this item 
after which it was proposed by A.Sindair and seconded by D. 
Howerski that item 10 ofthe Riggers Minutes of 9th June 
1988 be investigated further with a possible view to 
disciplinary action.
For 7
Against 0 
Abstentions 2

T. Knight 
Carried

Mr. Thurman also gave details ofthe evenings meeting and 
stated that the final proposed changes to Section 15 of the 
Operations Manual would go out with that evenings minutes 
for approval at the next STC Meeting.
It was proposed by M. Thurman and seconded by A. Sinclair 
that the Minutes of the Riggers Meeting of 9th June 1988 be 
approved by STC.

Carried
Unanimously

BPA MEDICAL FORM
1) K. Noble gave the meeting details of his proposed changes 
to the BPA Medical Form, which had come about from a 
meeting ofthe Association of Professional Drop Zone 
Operators.
A lengthy discussion took place concerning this subject after 
which it was proposed by K. Noble and seconded by R. 
O'Brien that the first sentence of Page 2 of Appendix C ofthe 
Operators

C ofthe Operations Manual be deleted and replaced with the 
following:
"NOTES FOR PARACHUTISTS. Persons involved in 
parachuting should have a reasonably high standard of 
physical fitness and should not be overweight in relation to 
their sex, age and height. In addition to the medical 
conditions listed overleaf, the following may cause difficulty 
whilst parachuting and if you have ever suffered from any of 
these you are advised to seek a medical opinion".

Carried
Unanimously

2) The proposed medical certificate for Tandem Instructors 
put forward at the last STC Meeting by J. Carter was 
discussed in detail and it was accepted that Tandem 
Instructors should have to be medically examined along the 
lines proposed in Dr. Carter's paper and his proposed 
Medical Form with a few minor alterations was accepted.
It was proposed by K. Noble and seconded by D. Hickling that 
all Tandem Instructors must have a medical examination as 
per the above 'Tandem Parachute Instructor Medical 
Certificate', by the 1st November 1988. All Tandem 
Instructors

Carried
U nan im ous ly

It was also proposed that with immediate effect no person 
would be permitted on a Tandem Instructor Course without 
this medical certificate signed and stamped by an 
appropriate doctor.
Proposed by R. O'Brien, Seconded by L. George. CCIs

Carried
Unanimously

AFF INSTRUCTOR COURSE 3 - 88
J. Hitchen gave the meeting details of the AFF Instructor 
Course held at A1 Skydiving from 27th June - 1st July and 
read out the conclusions of the Examiners on the Course 
which were:-
" Candidates and their CCIs should be made aware that 
qualifications to attend theese Courses are carefully checked 
by the Examiners on the Course and CCIs should ensure that 
prospective candidates have the required qualifications 
before they are recommended to attend, as asking 
candidates to leave a Course is both embarrassing and time 
wasting for all concerned.
The Examiners would like to remind all prospective 
candidates that the standards set by the BPA for an AFF 
Course are high. It is in the interest of all candidates to 
prepare and familiarise themselves with the AFF 
environments prior to attending a Course'.

PERMISSIONS
1) A written request from G. Cox to act as CCI for London 
Skydiving until the next Pre-Advanced Instructor Course and 
to be permitted to attend the next Pre-Advanced Instructor 
Course short of the required time had been sent out with the 
STC Agenda. Mr. Cox was at the meeting and gave the 
reasons for the need for this request. This request was 
supported by a letter from M. Mortlock, the current CCI.
A. Sinclair stated that he had known Mr. Cox for a 
considerable number of years and would fully support the 
request.
The Chairman stated that London Skydiving also operated 
AFF and RAPs programmes and therefore if these were to 
continue, permissions would also be needed for then.
It was decided that each 'Permission' should be proposed 
and voted on seperately.
a) It was proposed by A. Sinclair and seconded by D. Hickling 
that G. Cox be permitted to act as CCI of London Skydiving 
until the next Pre-Advanced Instructor Assessment Course 
in August. G. Cox
For 6 
Against 0 
Abstention 1

Carried

b) It was proposed by A. Sinclair and seconded by D. 
Howerski that G. Cox be permitted to act as the Instructor in 
charge of the AFF programme at London Skydiving. G. Cox 
For 2
Against 4 
Abstention 1

Not Carried

c| It was proposed by A. Sinclair that G. Cox be permitted to 
run the RAPs Programme at London Skydiving. G. Cox 
This proposal failed to find a seconder, 
d) It was proposed by A. Sinclair and seconded by D. 
Howerski that G. Cox be permitted to attend the next 
Pre-Advanced Instructor Assessment Course in August, 
being short ofthe required time as an Approved Instructor.
G. Cox

Carried
Unanimously

2) A. Sinclair requested that the members listed below from 
histeam be permitted to jump in the London TMA at 1,500 ft. 
AGL, if necessary on the day. All members are experienced 
display jumpers with over 500 descents.
Name-BPA Number 
Capt. M. M unn-12341 
C.Sgt. A. Sinclair - 5383 
Sgt. K. Hopper-134443 
Sgt. M. Sheridan - 15770 
CpI.J. Sea rra tt-104710 
LCpl.C. Allen -91840 
LCpl.M. Hunt-151237 
L.Cpl. D. Hayes-191698 
L.Cpl. P. Richmond-194163 
L.Cpl. J. Willoughby -158461 
Pte. I. Barraclough - 243391 
Pte. B. Cummings - 264619 
Pte. G. Roberson-131763 
Pte. B. Sea rratt - 346686 
Sgt. S. Whittick - 44816 
LCpl.A. Heaton-72858

It was proposed by a. Sinclair and seconded by K. Noble that 
this be permitted. A Sinclair

Carried
Unanimously

3| A request from J. Buckle asperthe above permission had 
been received for herself and members of her team to jump 
in the London TMA at 1,500 ft.
It was proposed by K. Noble and seconded by D. Howerski 
that the above be permitted for the following jumpers:- 
J. Buckle-3400 jumps 
C. Riddle -580 jumps 
A. Rowland - 530 jumps

Carried
Unanimously

A.O.B.
1) A letter had been received from P. Allum requesting the 
re-instatement of the AFF PI rating. Mr. Allum's letter arrived 
too late to go out with the STC Agenda, therefore the 
Chairman read the letter, in full to the meeting.
John Hitchen stated that both JNCSOs were totally against 
the proposal and gave a number of reasons. L. George stated 
that he fully agreed with the reasons. Mr. Hichen felt that 
bringing the qualifications down was wrong and perhaps the 
qualifications should be increased from PI to full Approved 
Instructor.
This request by Mr. Allum failed to find a proposer. P. Allum 
2| J. Hitchen gave the meeting details of a request from him 
to increase the wind limits for Category 9 jumpers and 
above. This was to enable the UK to come in line with the FAI, 
especially as far as competitions were concerned. Some 
discussion took place after which it was proposed by D. 
Howerski and seconded by R. O'Brien that Section 8 
(Parachute Limitations) ofthe Operations Manual. Para 2 (a) 
-(b) be amended toread:- 
'(3) Category 9 and 10 9 metres per second 
parachutists and Tandem 21 mph 
Parachutists 18 knots 
30 feet per second'

Carried
Unanimously

At the end of the meeting L. George stated that a member of 
his club, a G. Holder was trying to compile a museum of old 
parachuting equipment and Mr. George requested that if any 
member had old equipment, from 'B4s to Para-Planes', they 
would be willing to contribute to this museum, they should 
contact him.

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
LIMITED

Wharf Way, Glen Parva, Leicester 
Wednesday 18th May 1988 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
Present:
J. K. Lines - Chairman Finance Committee
S. Eversfield - Chairman Competitions Committee 
J. Curtis

Apologies:
J. Steele, J. T. Crocker, D.T. Hickling 

In Attendance:
C. W. Port - Secretary general BPA 
A. K. Butler - JNSCO BPA

MINUTES

MINUTES OF MEETING OF 16th MARCH 1988 
Matters Arising

(a) BPA Vehicle
With the appointment of the Development Officer the 
JNSCO agreed to relinquish the company car.

(b) Loans to clubs
(i) The Secretary General was directed to discover the exact 
situation concerning the approved loan of up to £5,000 to B. 
Jones.
(ii) J. Curtis was concerned that the loans which had been 
made to Clubs may not have been used for the purposes 
stated. This was to be an agenda item for the next Finance 
Committee meeting, he agreed to prepare a paper on the 
subject.

GASCO ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
The annual subscription to GASCO was now due and the 

request for this to be discussed together with the Annual 
Accounts had been distributed.

After some discussion during which it was noted that this 
Association was 6th highest subscriber, it was agreed that at 
this time this Association was in a position where it could 
only offer a subscription of £200.

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS SCHEDULE
The Secretary General had prepared a time table for the 

discussion ofthe accounts. This schedule was accepted and 
Finance Committee members were asked to note that any 
questions following the receipt of the draft accounts should 
be sent to the Secretary General well before the meeting of 
22nd June.

PURCHASE/LEASE OF FACSIMILE MACHINE
The Secretary General had obtained quotations on the 

above which had been circulated to the Finance Committee.
The Committee agreed that this should be deferred for the 

present.
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BPA SHOP BROCHURES
The Committee were happy to discuss and consider any 

suggested expenditure but with the appointment of a 
Development Office this question should now wait until the 
Development Committee had had the opportunity of 
re-discussing the subject.

PROVISIONAL STUDENT MEMBERSHIP SYSTEM
Following the Council Meeting of 4th May 1988quotations 

had been obtained forthe production of cards for the above.
The reasonforthe production of thses cards was to ensure 

that every P student had a record of their membership 
numbers. There would be noi need for any club to alter its 
own paperwork, it merely meant the issure of a 
pre-numbered card to each student. Any clubs requesting a 
batch of numbers would be sent, recorded delivery, the 
requisite number of cards together with an invoice for that 
commodity.

It was recommended that the Treasurer send a letter to all 
Clubs outlining the scheme, the credit period pertaining to 
that club, ranging from advance payment from new 
operations upto 30 days for those with an established credit 
rating. The "Pink Form' would be re-designed to incorporate 
namesand address of students, this was essential in orderto 
have complete records for insurance purposes, (and was in 
order to "mail shot” the BPA shop goodsl.

It was additionally recommended that a poster be 
produced, along the lines of the Insurance Reminder Poster, 
anf that it be mandatory for the poster to be diplayed at all 
Clubs and Centres.

It was agreed to use the ‘ thick card" and order 50,000 at a 
cost of £995. In addition some un-numbered cards would be 
ordered to replace any which a "student" might lose.

Once the scheme was in operation then consideration 
could be given to purchasing a bulk order of plastic cards.

Forthe Council Meeting of 29th June all members would 
have received, a proof of the card, copy of the letter, updated 
Pink Form and the Quotation.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
A financial update on liquidity and outstanding loans had 

been produced and distributed for information.

A.O.B.

1. Magazine Advertising Payments
In view of the late despatch of the February issue of the 

Sport Parachutist the Secretary General was anticipating 
some problem with full payment from advertisers. The 
Committee felt that any suggestion of non or part payment 
would depend upon whether the advertiser could quantify 
the loss.

2. Trace Air - Liquidation
The above company had gone into liquidation with an 

outstanding bill for advertising of £130. The Secretary 
General had completed the necessary forms and send these 
to the liquidators office.

The subject lead onto the question of who was now 
dealing with the credit control side of the magazine 
advertising.

The system which had been agreed with the then 
advertising manager, Mr. R. Maguire, was that he sent in the 
list of advertisers and in turn sent him a list of who had not 
paid. The decision to place an advert lay with the advertising 
manager.

In fact since the previous editor took over, the office had 
carried on the same system, i.e. awaiting the list from the 
editor, sending the invoices and in turn producing and 
sending a list of those who had not paid to the editor.

In the event, on the change of editorship etc, S. Eversfield 
had passed all the advertising paperwork to J. Steele who 
had in turn passed this on to the Editor

J. Curtis stated that he had spoken to the Editor and asked 
if she could attend this finance meeting to discuss the 
magazine, in the event the editor was unable to attend due to 
a prior engagement.

The Committee felt that it was important that the Editor 
meet with the Finance Committee to discuss the financial 
side of the magazine.

The Secretary General was tasked with asking the editor to 
attend the next Finance Committee meeting on 22nd June.

The Committee recommended that in future the list of 
Advertisers be sent to the office as soon as the "paste up" 
had been completed, in this way the invoices would be sent 
much earlier.

Pending clarification the Secretary General was tasked 
with the credit control, additionally he was tasked with going 
through the magazine and list each advertiser together with 
the time that advertiser had been trading with the magazine. 
This list was to be sent to the Treasurer. Additionally the 
minuted discussions with the previous editor were to be 
copied to the Treasurer.

Travel Expenditure - 
Competitions Committee - 
Regional Competitions
(i) Following an observation from J. Curtis the Chairman of 
the Competitions Committee defended the need to have 
those people, including staff, attend the meetings and also 
the choice of venue.
(ii) S. Eversfield stated that expenses for Regional 
Competitions should not exceed £50 in trvel and £20 per 
night accommodation and subsistance.

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
LIMITED

Wharf Way, Glen Parva, Leicester 
Wednesday June 22nd 1988 - 6.30 pm 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
Present:
J. K. Lines - Treasurer/Chairman Finance Committee 
J. T. Crocker - Chairman BPA
S. Eversfield - Chairman Competitions Committee
D. T. Hickling - Chairman Development Committee 
J. Curtis

In Attendance:
C. W. Port - Secretary General BPA 
A.K. Butler - JNSCO BPA

MINUTES OF MEETING OF 18th MAY 1988 
Matters Arising

(a) Use of Loans Made to Clubs/Centres
J. Curtis was perturbed that in some cases the use to which 

a loan from the Association had been made may not have 
been used forthe purposes originally stated.

There was considerable discussion on this point and it was 
finally agreed to write into the loan agreement that should 
the loan not be used for the purposes stated then the 
Association would require immediate repayment of the loan 
plus the interest, a 6 month period of grace would be given 
for the work to have begun or equipment purchased.

It was further agreed that additional information be made 
available to the Association e.g. what percentage of thew 
loan was to be used on for instance re-construction, aircraft 
repairs etc.

(b) Provisional Student Membership System
Rough outs of the membership card had been produced 

forthe Committees' coments and recommendation to 
Council.

J. K. Line agreed to prepare the letter which would be sent 
to all Clubs/Centres, together with an update of the P6 form 
and the membership card. This would be sent to all Council 
prior to the meeting of 29th June.

(c) Magazine
(i) Advertising Payments

To date there had been only one objection to payment of 
the February advertising bill. The advertiser had been 
contacted and it was agreed that the Secretary General 
would personally follow up this correspondence.
(ii) Advertising in the Magazine

as directed the Secretary General had written to the Editor 
on tht above, whose reply had been circulated to all Council 
Members.

The list of Advertisers for the Jue issue had been received 
and invoices raised.

Item 8. AOB had been actioned to the Treasurer as 
directed.
liii) Stationery for the Magazine 

The Editor had requested that a suply of headed note 
paper and business cards forthe magazine be considered by 
the Council. It was agreed to discuss this subject as soon as 
it was possible to arrange a meeting with the Editor.

The Secretary General would write to the Editor to offer 
dates for this meeting.
(iv) June issue of the Magazine 

Having spoken with both the Editor (prior to her holiday) 
and the Printers, it is hoped that the magazine will be 
despatched on 30th June.
(d) Shop Brochures

there was some discussion on this subject and it was 
finally agreed to defer the matter for further discussion when 
the Development Officer had taken up her post.

LOAN APPLICATION
A loan application had been received from The Sport 

Parachute Centre for £2,000 over a one year period. 
Currently the Association had loans outstanding or 
promised to various Clubs/Centres totalling £23,263.

In respect of the above the Committee felt that further 
information was needed before the loan could be 
considered. The Secretary General was to write to the Club 
to request a list of the equipment which the Club wished to 
purchase together with the address of the property being 
offered as security, additionally a sight of the first set of 
Annual Accounts which were presently with their auditors.

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FIRST DRAFT
The Secretary General had prepared and distributed the 

first draft of the Association's annual accounts together with 
explanatory notes on various headings.

There were one or two points raised:

1) The breakdown of coaching costs; it was agreed that for 
internal consumption there would in future be a break-down 
given of both income and expenditure on such items as AAF 
Courses, Riggers Courses, Tandem Fees etc.
2) Sports Council Grant: There was an additional £10,000 
income this year as that amount had been set aside as 
deferred income in the previous years accounts.

A full set of final accounts and explanatory notes will be 
circulated to all Council shortly.

Additionally the Secretary General would prepare a draft 
treasurers report which would also be circulated to Council 
and printed together with the annual accounts in the August 
issue of the Sport Parachutist.

DISPOSABLE INCOME/FIXED EXPENDITRUE1987/88 
COMPARATIVES AND 1988/89 PRDICTIONS

The Secretary General had prepared and distrubted to the 
Finance Committee Comparative Figures for:

(a) Predicted Income/Expenditure 1987/88
(b) Actual Income/Expenditure 1987/88
(c) Predicted Income/Expenditure 1988/89

These will be sent with an explanation letter to the 
Chairpersons of each Committee invovled and will be 
discussed at the next Development Committee Meeting. 
Additionally copies will be circulated to all Council.

A.O.B.

1. The Secretary General was tasked with contacting Mr. D. 
Tylcoat to request payment as soon as possible for the 
allocated BPA student numbers plus a reconcifliation of 
those numbers not allocated. It was the opinion of the 
Committee that, as CCI, Mr. D. Tylcoat was fully responsible 
for the payment and reconciliation of issued student 
membership numbers.
2. A. G. Knight had completed obtaining the information on 
the Islander C of G project and anticipated a short fall of 
between £400-£500.
3. The Chairman agreed to liases with A. G. Knight on this 
and he, J. T. Crocker, would write to these Clubs/Centres 
who were to date not involved.
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Dive into Para-Gear First!

W m ’fll (Stcktt v n «  I For the most complete selection o f equipment in the
I U 1 I  I I  WC 9 I A U  ^ f J l I  U I I I *  industry, consult our 176 page catalog.

poro-qeor ^  equipment co.
Division of BACHMAN ENTERPRISES, INC.

3 8 3 9  W .O A K T O N  STREET • SKOKIE, ILLINOIS 6 0 0 7 6  USA • ( 3 1 2 ) 6 7 9 - 5 9 0 5  • TELEX: 7 2 4 4 3 8  
Order Desk Toll Free Number: (8 0 0 )3 2 3 -0 4 3 7  (Outside Illinois Only) |

■ [ H 2 9 B  J { '  ^  ' \ Dealer Inquiries Invited
I ■wjpi. m  5  f - f - 9  VISA Member Parachute Equipment Industry Assn.



PARACHUTING AIRCRAFT FOR SALE

CESSNA 182

^  Engine -  200 hrs approx. 

Prop — 450 hrs approx. 

Notice 75 Due March 1990 

C of A till March 1990. 

( . . . . .

Ring 0624 832109.

AFF JUMPS
Open Nov. '88 to May '89

HIGH FLIGHT
Skydiving School, Inc.

Jum ping  15 m iles from  Zephyrhills  
Telephone: JACK GREGORY (813) 788-5026

4040 S. Gall Blvd., Zephyrhills, FL 34248, U.S.A.

Seagull
c-7 PRODUCTS

SKYDIVING
IS A PAIN IN THE NECK

The use of Video has certainly changed 
the face of parachuting but it can’t 
beat craning your neck to watch that 

perfectly launched 8-way.
A t SEAG ULL we think that our new 

A IR  TO G RO U N D  V ID EO  
TRAN SM ITTER 

should cure neck pain for a lot of people.

Now operating FULL TIM E from 
A1 Skydiving Centre

Telephone: (0767) 77065

FLY ALTIMASTER
For precision accuracy, fast response and reliability, the Alti II 

and Alti III are the best parachuting altimeters available. 
Range: 0-12,000ft 

OptionsPrices inc. VAT
Alti II £99.50 ChestPad
Wrist strap kit £12.50
Alti III £99.50
Wrist strap and brackets £4.00
Post & Packing £2.50
UK distributor (& stockist)

Mainair Sports 
Alma Industrial Estate 
Regent St.
Rochdale 
Lancs 
OL12QHQ

Tel(0706) 55134

Price subject to rate o f  exchange fluctuation

£4.95

UK approved service centre 
for sales & repairs

Sports 
Instruments

28 High Street
Whitchurch
Shropshire

Tet (0948) 2179

SKIES CALL
three hard-bound 
full colour volumes 
featuring the best 
photography of 
international 
skydiving . .. 
it's artistic, 
fantastic action, 
and fun.

with order to

SKIES CALL 
‘Vanhalla’ 
Wickhurst Rd 
Sevenoaks Weald 
Kent TN14 6LX



T ( ie  t im e s  o f  u o u r  (tfe ... 

... at iM CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO 
COSTA BRAVA

iS times!T he

E A S T E R  - gySXgXSUlS , P A R A P A S C U A ’88 

M arch 26 th rough A pril 10, 1988.

P A R A P A S C U A ’88 - W hy not s ta rt the  season with a B A N G ?

CPC B  (jgXSXgXSQg , FU N  IN  T H E  F A L L  

O ctober 8 th rough  O cto b er 16,1988.

F U N  IN  T H E  F A L L  - T he boogie for novices in boogie m atters!
L oad organizers/R W  in tructo rs help your in tegration  in to  the in te rna tional boogie com m unity. 
S C R A M B L E S - SE M IN A R S.

X -M A S ( M ) ® ^ 0 l l , P A R A N A V ID A D ’89

D ecem ber 17,1988, th rough  January  6, 1989.

T he sky is the  lim it for E u ro p e ’s M A IN  E V E N T  during the m erriest o f seasons.
H IS T O R Y  IN  T H E  M A K IN G !

SK Y D IV IN G  U N D E R  T H E  SUN!

Send for our free inform ation/reg istra tion  package.

A p artad o  de C orreos 194. 17486 A m puriabrava, G ero n a , Spain. Phone: 72 45 01 11

T f ie  t im e s  o f  t jo u r  life... 

... a t  i M CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO 
COSTA BRAVA

Anytime!
Spend your SKYDING VACATION anytime from March through January 
at the CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO COSTA BRAVA.

We operate our PILATUS TURBO PORTER daily; our DIVE RATES remain unchanged at:
10’500 ft AGL 2100 PTS, 32 DM, 27 SFR, 105 FF
12’500 ft AGL 2300 PTS, 35 DM, 29 SFR, 115 FF
For the very first time, the CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO COSTA BRAVA features a GROUND-TO-AIR 
VIDEO SYSTEM for YOUR benefit. We want your SKYDIVING VACATION to be a worthwhile LEARNING 
EXPERIENCE. Sharpen your skills AND take strolls at the beach. That’s a SKYDIVING VACATION at the 
CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO COSTA BRAVA!
TEAM DISCOUNT available; TEAM COACHING available.
ACCELERATED FREEFALL TRAINING - Europe’s most experienced AFF school - the SCHOOL of HUMAN 
FLIGHT - schedules AFF Comprehensive Courses all year by appointment at the CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO 
COSTA BRAVA.
RW TRAINING CAMPS - for individuals, groups and teams at various experience levels - conducted by competent 
INSTRUCTORS/COACHES are scheduled during the summer ’88:
RW TRAINING CAMP I June 19 through July 3,1988.
Emphasis on COMPETITION RW. Medium to high experience range.
RW TRAINING CAMP II September 3 through September 18,1988.
Emphasis on BASIC RW. Low to medium experience range.
SKYDIVING UNDER THE SUN!
Send for our free information/registration package!
Apartado de Correos 194. 17486 Ampuriabrava, Gerona, Spain. Phone: 72 45 01 11



T f ie  t im e s  o f  jo u r  £ t fe ...

. . .  Clit/ f c f l t '  CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO 
COSTA BRAVA

Measured with the original
CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO COSTA BRAYA 
ALTIWATCH
The unique timepiece available exclusively through

SCHOOL of H U M A N  FLIGHT  
Postfach CH-5001 Aarau - Switzerland

Price: 54 SFR; plus shipping.

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISMENTS The B P A  does not guarantee equipment bought and sold through the Sport Parachutist Journal. 

Purchasers are advised to use the services o f approved riggers.

Unit in Eagle Syster with Talisman Reserve. New  
pilotchute (throw away) plus para bag, alti jumpsuits (2) 
£300. Phone Dave Preece 02302 2460 130B Milton Road, 
Clapham, Bedford.

Complete system Pink & Burgundy Fury in TSE Chaser 
with Preserve IV Res. 50 jumps only (as new). £1,000 plus 
alti, jumpsuit etc. Phone Dave Preece 02302 2460 130B 
Milton Road, Clapham, Bedford.

Complete rig consisting of Rainbow coloured Pegasus in 
a black (medium sized) TSF Chaser w ith a black Preserve 
III Reserve chute. In excellent condition, approx 70 
jumps only £950 ono. Altimaster II Alitmeter £30. 
Interested? Ring Tricia Bidmead evenings or weekends 
on 0453 882648.

22 foot steerables, w ith net skirting, lift off bag, static 
line, pack and harness 35 in all £100 each.
Tel: 0672 810494.

Accuracy Rig complete - SST Racer (custom poptop) 252 
Para Foil w ith split slider (80-100 jumps). Mini max 
square reserve (unused) £1250 ono.
Te! Pete Reynolds 0993 842540.

SST Racer for Fury or similar, reserve compartment for 
square canopy, free bag and accessories included plus 
owners manual -1 2  jumps only. £325 ono.
Tel Pete Reynolds 0993 842540.

Video tapes - British Record 50 way Super skydiving 
from tw o Chinnooks. Filmed by Leo and Pete, edited to  
music plus extra video by Simon Ward. 16 min long. 
£17.50 pep inc. Tel Pete Reynolds 0993 842540.

For sale, Altimaster II on foam chest/belly/leg mount 
£50 ono. Para-phernalia leather helmet, beige/brown, as 
new. £45 ono.

Phone Dave on: daytime 0923 32660 
or evening 0296 748976.

Complete system brand new condition, 70 jumps, blue 
chaser and magnum 26' Lopo Reserve (unused). £1150 
or split magnum £620 rest £530. Could deliver.

George Black 031-449-4172 Home 
0506 416666 Day.

Complete system, Featherlite Reserve 22ft. Fury Main. 
Wonderhog Sprint container. All in good condition £580 
ono.

Contact 0604 714872 evenings

Chaser (Black/blue/white trim) pull out. Firefly (250 
jumps). Preserve 1, good condition all £800.

Contact Rod Davis 0202 530988 (evenings).

Raven II - Purple/pink/silver. 120 jumps. Excellent condi­
tion £450.

Contact Fran on 0634 50021 Ext. 249 (9-5pm) 
or 0227 752803 (evenings).

Complete system - Jetstream container (black) with  
heavyweight cloud (blue/red/white) and 26' Lopo 
Reserve. Very good condition £350 ono

Contact: Fran on 0634 50021 Ext 249 (9-5pm) 
or 0227 752803 (evenings)

Turbo main 220 sq ft. purple, pink and light blue with 
white cell walls only 4 jumps as new £495.

Contact Alan 01 501 3294

Ready to jump - Parachutes de France Requin Turbo 
Main (50 jumps) Preserve IV unused £950 excellent con­
dition. Altimeter £70.

Contact: Wendy Anderson 01 638 6411 (Day) 
0702 297064 (evenings/weekends).

Magnum canopy, dark blue,light blue silver complete 
with 3 ring risers, bag and throwaway. 70 jumps £550 
ono.

Tel: Home 031 333 3867 
Work 031 3434395

Complete system throwaway. Yellow, red, orange 
cruisair, safety star square reserve ready to jump in blue 
wonderhog container. Very good condition £400.

Contact 051 531 9423 anytime.

Vector (beige/red), hobbit main (black/red/yellow/ 
white) and reserve (navy/white). All in good condition 
and ready to jump £800.

Contact Jac 0292 824938 (evenings)

G.Q. Rayder (50 jumps) Invader Reserve. TSE Chaser, 
Jumpsuit, protec, dytter, kroops, altimeter, jacknife, 
dragmat, kitbag. All excellent condition, ready to jump 
£1250.

Tel: 061 761 7365

Chaser, Scorpion 9 cell main. Phantom 22 reserve 
(moded). All as new £1050.

Contact 0752 408005 (evenings)

1. Blue pullout racer, Pegasus main (custom), K20 
unused reserve, master rigger overhaul. Excellent condi­
tion £780.
2. Black pullout tracer, raven 9-cell main (custom), raider 
reserve, 5 jumps only, very light landings, £1100. Alti, 
jumpsuit, helmet etc. £175.

Contact Alex on 01 980 5972 evenings.

Rainbow coloured lightweight cloud. Preserve 3 reserve 
(never jumped) £450 ono

Telephone 04252 3037

Chaser, Fury - 200 jumps. Phantom, 24 £850 
Contact Joyce Dyas 24 Cemetary Road, Portsham, 
Weymouth, Dorset. Or, Brian Dyas 01 837 3118.

SST Racer with Merlin Main, with strong lopo reserve 
£550 plus chaser with skylark main and invader reserve, 
tidy only £650.Kits contact

Mark Kirkby (Cark) 
044 853 555 weekends.

"252" Parafoil, approx 100 jumps, excellent condition, 
complete with Racer and Preserve. Ready to jump £700.

Amanda Kenny 01 723 3333 (evenings) 
01 593 7411 (day)

Black heavyweight cloud very good condition, leg strap 
throwaway £350 ono.

Telephone 021 378 2793

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS COST: 
£2.50 PER 30 WORDS. A N YTH IN G  OVER 30 WORDS WILL BE CHARGED AN  

ADDITIO NAL £2.50
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GW JUMPSUITS
fi Tradition of Quality

/mSIX SIZES...AND A MULTITUDE 
OF STYLES AND COLOUR 

COMBINATIONS

Direct from Europe's 
Largest Manufacturer.

SUPPLIERS TO THE RED DEVILS

K

WRITE OR PHONE TODAY 
FOR BROCHURE s  a .e .

21,STONYACRES, YETMINSTER 
NR. SHERBORNE, DORSET DT9 6LT
Telephone: Yetminster 872484

LIFE ASSURANCE 
FOR SKYDIVERS

Why pay excessive premiums because you 
indulge in our safe and very wonderful sport?

Very reasonable rates available from leading UK 
insurance companies for all types of life 
assurance including mortgage related policies.

D etails ava ilab le  fro m :

Life &  Financial Consultancy Services Ltd 
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISORS  
Manchester. 

Tel: 061 228 7031 

CONTACT: JOHN HOWARTH D5702

PRICE LIST
American TEVA sandals ................................................................... £17.00
(black, red, navy & royal blue)
All leather gloves • with cuff .............................................................£15.40
(royal blue, black and grey)
Clear kroop goggles .......................................................................... £4.15
(red, pink, blue, white, black, brown 
yellow and green rims)
Pro-tec helmets ..................................................................................£22.00
(pink, powder & royal blue, black 
white, yellow, lilac and red)
TSE South 'V  sh irt.............................................................................  £6.49
Rubber stamps with wooden handles
RW Men • chaser style rig ................................................................. £2.50
RW Men • Zerox style rig ..................................................................  £2.50
Aeroplanes • Skyvan ........................................................................  £3.50
Aeroplanes • Cessna 206 .................................................................. £3.50
Hop'n'pop ........................................................................................  £3.50
Ink pad ..............................................................................................  £1.00

Special Offer

Padded wallet including 1 RW stampman,
1 aeroplane stamp and ink pad only ................................................ £8.50
Delux padded logbook holder .........................................................£10.50
Hard backed RW log book ..............................................................  £5.68
Padded packing mat ........................................................................  £8.50

Cheque book organiser..................................................................... £8.43
Cheque book holder ........................................................................  £3.25
Organiser ..........................................................................................  £7.72
Wallet ................................................................................................ £5.50

The above are all padded w ith credit card holders

All available mail order by sending cheques or postal 
orders made payable TSE South to 19 Arthur Rd., 
Horsham, W . Sussex, RH13 5BG. Tel: 0403 51120

Please include the follow ing for postage:
Orders up to £25 allow £1.50 postage 
Orders £25 to £50 allow  £2.00 postage 
Orders over £50 allow £2.50

AVAILABLE AT LAST 
IN THE UK

The American TEVA Sandel 
The Perfect Jumping Accessory 
Available in a full range of sizes 

with strap colours of 
Royal Blue • Navy Blue • Black • Red 
The price is only £17.00 + £1.50 p&p
Please make cheques or postal orders payable to 
TSE South and send to 19 Arthur Rd, Horsham, 
West Sussex. RH13 5BG. 
(please state a second colour choice to avoid a 
delay if re-stocking)



COMPACT PARA BAGS 
COMFORTABLE: DURABLE
PRACTICAL 
CUSTOM COLOURS

Contact: SANDY SPENCE
13 Oxford Road, Waterloo, Liverpool, L22 8QE
Telephone 051-920 3884

NOW INTRODUCING

RW JUMP SUITS
TRIED, TESTED AND PROVEN BY ‘JACK’
1986 4-WAY BRITISH CHAMPIONS

SUIT PRICES £55 + £2 post & packing

r
r INSURANCE 

FOR PARACHUTISTS

UL/f
W E S T  M E R C I A  

I N S U R A N C E  B R O K E R S
High St., W om bourne , Nr. W o lverham p ton  WV5 9DN 

Tel: W om bourne  892661 (STD 0902)

CUSTOM MADE IN FINE 
LEATHER; MORE DURABLE 

THAN SHEEPSKIN BUT 
JUST AS SOFT.
FAST DELIVERY;

CHOISE OF FASTENIGS;

DYTTER HOLFS;

PATTERNED LIN ING S.

M.HATTA 39  KNAVES ACRE; 
HEADCORN; KENT. T N 27 9TJ 

Tel 0 6 2 2  891476

Phoenix Parachute Sales & Services
"Located, on  th e  D rop Z one a t  Z-hills"

Vectors
Racers
Mirages
Centaurus
Precision

PD
Para Flite  
National 
Glide Path  
FAR

Tony & Michigan jumpsuits

Major Repairs-World Wide Shipping
"Jake” Brake -manager 

*13 years parachute sales 
‘Master Rigger over 8 years

Phoen ix  /  Z-hills 
PO Box 1889 
Zephyrhills, Florida 
34283 USA

Drop Zone-....(813)788-5591  
Sales O ffice...(813)783-2932

'W orld's B e s t K n ow n  D rop Zone"_____

PARAWEAR IS BACK IN PRODUCTION

JUMPSUITS 
DESIGN: Red Black Blue 

Green Yellow 
Maroon Navy 
White Orange

FABRIC: Cotton Drill or

Polyester/Cotton

SIZES: Small Medium Large XL

PRICES Single C o lour...............  £37.00
T rim ........................from £3.00
Pockets............................  £2.00 ea.
Side Vents....................... £1.50 ea.
P& P ..................................... £2.50

ORDERS & ENQUIRIES: Send to
STEVIE STEPHENSON
Para wear
Lancaster, The Ham, Durrington 
Salisbury, Wilts. SP4 8HW.
Tel: 0980 52906



THE SKYDIVERS DZl
food and 

laccommodationl

’the kit store’
C T - r s T n

A ground to air &

Ca ir to  air video
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J2 islanders

large soft pit
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rw -c rw -a c c u ra c y  and style  
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HEADCORN

SLIPSTREAM 
ADVENTURESl
uk’s 1st fu lltim e  
a.f.f. & tandem school!

T H E  A IR F IE L D
HEADCORN
KENT TN27 9HX 
0 6 2 2  890862



Z-HILLS SKYDIVING RESORT
Starting October 22, 1988 through April 16, 1988 Open 7 days a week. 

REGISTRATION $25.00 ALL JUMPERS AND ALL NON-JUMPERS

RW Training Camp November 6-12 RW Training Camp March 5-11

20th Annual Turkey Meet November 17-28 
Nov. 17 & 18 Practice

19 & 20 8-Way
21 16-Way
22 & 23 20-Way
24, 25 & 26 10-Way
2 7 &2 8  Fun, Fun & Fun!!!

Beer every night!
Awards & Bands: Saturday, Nov. 26 after jumping

24th Annual Easter Boogie 
March 17-April 3 

4th Annual Speed 40-Way 
Competition starts Good Friday, 

March 24
Beer every night!
Awards & Bands:

Saturday, March 25, after jumping

Christmas Boogie Dec. 10,‘88-Jan. 8, ‘89 
"10-Way Scrambles"
December 24 & 25

Beer every night!
Awards to every team:

Sunday, Dec. 25, after jumping

For all your travel needs:
FM Travel & Tours 

1-800-445-1486 (U.S. only)
PH: (407) 425-5798 Orlando 

Telex #4938713

Aircraft - All DC-3’s 
Southern Cross 

Mr. Douglas & Our Douglas
Fly every day (weather permitting)

FFI: Write or phone for JUMP Magazine
Phoenix/Z-Hills Parachute Center 

P.O. Box 1889 Zephyrhills, FL 34283
(813) 788-5591 i



PARACHUTE 
CENTRE Unrestricted altitude

3000 ft -  £3.50 12,000 ft -  £12.00

Free Camping

WARP

AFF

Accommodation -  Bar -  Grub

Eighteen years' unrivalled experience

SIBSON AIRFIELD WANSFORD PETERBOROUGH PE8 6NE TEL. ELTON (08324) 490




