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NOW YOU HAVE A CHOICE 
at SKYSPORTS!

STRATO-CLOUD LITE or CRUISAIR
Both of Para-Flite’s exciting new ligh tw eights 
are in stock at Skysports in these 1979 colour 
patterns shown plus solid Red, White, Blue, 
Black or Gold.

STRATO-CLOUD LITE
★ Weighs only 111/2pounds.
★ 7 cell — 230 square feet.
★ New 1.2502. Ram-Air fabric.
★ High performance — so ft landings.
★ Only £409.00, add £2.00 p.p.

CRUISAIR
★ Weighs only 10 pounds.
★ 7 cell — 200 square feet.
★ New 1.25oz. Ram-Air fabric.
★ High performance — so ft landings.
★ Only £398.00, add £2.00 p.p.

CRUISAIR LIGHTWEIGHT
(Custom Colours)
★ Weighs under 9 pounds.
★ Cost £437.00

SKYSPORTS LTD.
12 Horne Road, Bulford Camp, 
W iltshire, SP4 9AE, England. 

Telephone: (09803) 3460



THOMAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT
LOFTY’S LOFT

Directors: J. L. Thomas & G. Thomas

TOP FLOOR, 102-104 ST. JOHN STREET
BRIDLINGTON, NORTH HUMBERSIDE

Telephone: 0262-78299
F.A.A. Licensed Master Rigger No. 2085459

RAM AIR CANOPIES: AMERICAN TANDEMS:
Viking Super Light .........................£372.00 Wonderhog Ms .................................... £215.00
G.Q. Unit ...............................................£375.00 S.S.T. Racer .................................... £199.00
Cruisair ...............................................£398.00 Including P.O.P. and 3 ring Circus

Lightweight Strato-Cloud .............  £409.00 C lassiflyer............................................... £229.00
With Jerry Myers single point release and
hand deploy on leg strap.

RAM AIR RESERVE CANOPY
The Safety Flyer: STUDENT AND CLUB SYSTEMSThe world’s safest reserve canopy unsurpassed
in reliability and performance. T.S.E. Static Line Bag System £140.00

Here at T.S.E. we have the first person in the T.S.E. Freefall Bag System ............. £160.00
U.K. to hold an American FAA Ram Air reserve Includes new Inner and Outer bags,

packing certificate. Get safe, buy yours now and new custom harness and C.9 LL Canopy.

have your rig converted properly to Safety Flyer T.S.E. Student h arness ......................... £45.00
specifications.

Safety Flyer bag and Pilot ’chute ... £317.00 GOGGLES
Conversion to your r i g ......................... £15.00 Boogie ............................................... £2.10

ROUND RESERVE CANOPIES: ALTIMASTERS
Strong’s 26 ft LoPo .........................£198.00 Altimaster 2, Altimeter ......................... £55.00
Sierra Lite ....................................£189.00 Altimaster 3, Altimeter ......................... £48.00
Complete T.10a Reserve .............. £76.00 Altimaster 3, hand mount .............. £2.00

Altimeter Cushion pad ......................... £2.50
PIGGYBACK SYSTEMS:

T.S.E. Mini Stream .........................£145.00 THE SHEILA COOPER SUIT
T.S.E. Slip Stream .........................£145.00 This R.W. Suit is custom made to your size.

AND NOW THE NEW S.C.S. made of 12 oz canvas ............. £40.00

T.S.E. JET STREAM S.C.S. made in Acrylic ......................... £45.00
The new Jet Stream is a cross between a Wonder Camera stripes, chevrons, or plain stripes,
Hog and a Classiflyer; it features the 3 Ring N6 extra charge for rainbows.
Circus.
The Wonder Hog reserve container and the PILOT CHUTES:
Classiflyer Main container, which gives you a Hot Dog ............................................... £18.50 .
nice big top flap for the Go Faster Stripes. This Hand deploy .................................... £13.00
system incorporates a curved Pin closure of the
main container.

T.S.E. RIPCORDS
JET STREAM in Cordura or Para Pack £145.00

1. Pin ripcord ... £4.60 3. Pin ripcord ... £5.20
SEND FOR YOUR ORDER FORMS NOW! 2. Pin ripcord ... £4.90 4. Pin ripcord ... £5.50

3



BPA CLUBS AND CENTRES
BPA APPROVED CLUBS

BPA Club Approval is granted to  BPA A ffilia ted  C lubs w ho have atta ined a high m inim um  standard of staff, fac ilities  and equipm ent 
as laid down by BPA. They are sub ject to  inspection by BPA every 2 years.

P ete rb orou gh  P arachu te  C entre
S ibson  A irf ie ld , W ansfo rd , 
P e te rborough

FULL TIME
W. J. M eacock
(at c lu b  add ress), S ib son  A irf ie ld
Te l: E lton  490

H e re fo rd  P arachute  C entre
S hobdon  A erod rom e , 
Leom ins te r, H e re fo rd  
Te l: K in gs la n d  551

B ritish  S kyspo rts
B rid lin g to n  A erod rom e , B rid in g to n , 
Y orksh ire

C h ie f In s tru c to r 
(a t c lu b  address)

C h ie f In s tru c to r 
(a t c lu b  address) 
Te l: 0262-77367

BPA AFFILIATED CLUBS
BPA C lub A ffilia tion  is granted to those c lubs w ho have a m in im um  am ount of equ ipm ent as laid down by BPA. A ll operations are 
s tric tly  in accordance w ith  BPA Regulations. >

FULL TIME

Eagle S po rt P arachute  C entre  A. B lack
A sh fo rd  A irp o rt, Lym pne, K en t (a t c lu b  address)
(H ythe  60816)

East C oast P arachute  C e ntre  W. P. S la tte ry
Ipsw ich  A irp o r t (a t c lu b  address)
Ipsw ich. S u ffo lk  Te l: 0473 714462

R.S.A. P arachu te  C lu b  R. A. A cram an
T h ru x to n  A erod rom e , A ndover, Hants. (a t c lu b  address) 
Te l: W e yh ill 2124

D unkesw e ll In te rn a tio n a l S kyd iv in g  I. L o u titt
C en tre  (a t c lu b  address)

D unkesw e ll A irf ie ld , N r. H on ito n ,
Devon
(Te l: L u p p itt 350)

WEEK-END

B orde r V en tu re  P arachute  C lub
B ru n to n , Nr. A ln w ick , 
N o rth um b e rla nd

B ritish  P arachute  C lub
H eadco rn  A irf ie ld , H eadco rn , Kent

C am bridge  U n ive rs ity  Free Fa ll C lub
W aterbeach, Cam bs.

C hesh ire  P arachute  C lub
Te l: 061-941 1270

C h este rfie ld  S kyd iv ing  C lu b
N e the rthorpe , Nr. W orksop ,
Notts . (T em porary )

C o rn w a ll P arachu te  C lub
C am perdow n  Farm,
St. B rew id ,
B odm in , C o rnw a ll.
Te l: St. T u d y  543

D u ck End P arachute  G roup
R ecto ry  Farm,
A bb o ts ley , Hunts.

H a lfpe n ny  G reen  S kyd iv in g  C lub
H a lfpenny  G reen  A erod rom e , 
B o b b ing ton , W orcs.
Te l: B o b b in g to n  293 

Lee ds /B ra d fo rd  Free Fa ll C lu b
E lv ing ton  A irfie ld , York.

M anchester Free Fa ll C lub
T ils to c k  D.Z., T w e n low s  H all Farm, 
W h itch u rch , S hropsh ire

M anchester S kydivers
(See B ritish  S kysports)

M artlesham  Heath Para. C lub

M id la n d  P arachute  Centre
Long M arston  A irfie ld ,
Nr. S tra tfo rd -u p o n -A v o n ,
W arks.

N o rth e rn  C o un tie s  P arachute  Centre
T ils to c k  A irf ie ld , W h itch u rch , 
S hropsh ire

N o rth  W est Para Centre
Cark A irf ie ld , F lo o kbu rg h ,
Nr. G range over Sands, Lancs.
T e l: 044853672

N o tting ha m  S cho o l o f P arach u tin g
Langar A irf ie ld , Langar, N o tts .

K. Noble
W ind y  G yle , W est S treet, B e lfo rd  
N o rth um b e rla nd , NE70 7QE 
T e l: 06683-289 

M rs. A. W ard
13 S ta in e r Road, T o n b rid g e ,
Kent

M iss F. J. N ock 
30 G reen  End Road,
C am bridge .

P. H. Evans,
3 D unham  G range, D e lam er Road, 
A ltr in c h a m , C hesh ire .

M iss J. W allhead
8 T a v is tock  C ourt,
R acecourse  Road, N ew bo ld , 
C h es te rfie ld

J. Fisher,
T re th o w a y  H ote l,
P ort Isaac,
C o rn w a ll.
T e l: P o rt Isaac 214 

G ordo n  L illy
12 C la n do n  House, C la n do n  G ardens, 
F inch ley , Lon do n  N3 

The  Secreta ry ,
(at c lu b  address)

A. S w a llo w  
1 R ivers ide , O tley,
Y o rksh ire  

N. Law
9 St. A nd re w s Road,
S tre tfo rd , M a n che ste r M329JE 

T. B a iley
157 K enyon  Lane, M oston , M a n che s te r 10
Te l: 061-681 1740

Mrs. L. B ennett
76 G ru n d is b u rg h  Road
W o o db rid g e , S u ffo lk

Dave D eakin,
T it to n  C ottage,
S to u rp o rt-on -S eve rn , W orcs.
Te l: S to u rp o r t on  Severn 5954

A. G. K n ig h t
66 C hape l Lane, C o pp u l, C h o rle y ,
Lancs., PR7 4PQ 
Te l: 0257-791881 

J. D. P rince
21 The  C o pp ice , Ing o l, P reston , Lancs. 
PR2 3 0 L
Te l: P reston  720848 

The  S ecre ta ry
1 N o rfo lk  P lace, N o tting ha m .
T e l: 46622

B ritish  Skysports
B rid lin g to n  A erod rom e , B rid lin g to n , 
Y orksh ire

P araclan Parachute  C lub
G lenro thes , Fife

P arachu tis ts  Over P ho rty  S oc ie ty
(PO PS U.K.)

S co ttish  P arachute  C lub
S tra tha lan  C astle, A uch te ra rde r, 
P erthsh ire
Te l: A u ch te ra rd e r 2572

S co ttish  S po rt P arachu te  A sso c ia tio n

The S choo l o f Free Fa ll P a rach u tin g
Te l: (0742) 653962

S ou th  C o tsw o ld  P arachu te  C lu b
B ad m in ton , Avon 
Te l: B ris to l 568173

Spread Eagles P arachute  C lub
Nr. M e lcom be  B ingham , D orse t

S ta ffo rdsh ire  S po rt S kyd ivers
c /o  S to ke -o n -T re n t Y ou th  and A d u lt 
C entre , P um p S treet, S to k e -o n -T re n t, 
ST4 1NQ

Tyne  & W ear P arachute  C lub
S underland  A irp o rt 
S underland  
T yn e  & W ear

W ales & W est o f E ng land  Para C lub

C h ie f In s tru c to r 
(a t c lu b  address)
T e l: 0262-77367

D. C. Payne
37 C ro m w e ll Road, B u rn tis la n d , Fife

J. C ooke ,
B ro u g h to n  House,
F ie ld  B ro u g h to n ,
Nr. G ra ng e  over Sands,
C u m b ria .
T e l: C a rtm e l 4545 

T h e  S ecre ta ry  
(a t c lu b  address)

M rs. Jean  C h ris tie ,
99 W est T o rb a in , K irk c a ld y , Fife 
T e l: K irk c a ld y  200042 

j .  H itch in ,
46 N ew lands  Drive,
S he ffie ld  S122FS  

J. F rench,
11 H om estead  G ardens, 
F renchay, B ris to l.

S a lly  C o rr
24 S ou th lea  Avenue,
T u c k to n , B o u rn em ou th  
T e l: 0202 421108 

T he  S ecre ta ry  
(a t c lu b  address)

P. R ice
(at c lu b  add ress) 
Te l: 07833-4954

L. M e lhu ish
C o p p e r Beeches, 7 C a rd iff Road 
D ianas P ow is, S. G la m o rga n  
Te l: 02222514100

COLLEGIATE CLUBS
B ritish  C o lle g ia te  P arachute  
A ssoc ia tio n

The S ecreta ry ,
13 C a rte rs  C rescen t, 
Fernham  Road, Fa rin gd o n , 
O xon., SN7 7 LA 
T e l: 0367-21203

Exeter University 
H ull University 
York University 
Welbeck College 
Keele University 
Bath University 
Manchester University

Kingston Polytechnic 
University o f Leicester 
Brunei University 
Edinburgh University 
Leeds University 
Newcastle University 
Abingdon College 
Birmingham University

SERVICE ASSOCIATIONS AND CLUBS
A rm y P arachute  A ssoc ia tio n

Cambridge University 
Cardiff University 
North Wales University 
Queen Mary College 
Wolverhampton Polytechnic 
Hatfield Polytechnic 
University o f Sussex

Rhine A rm y  P arachute  A ssoc ia tio n  

R.A.F. S p o rt Parachute  A ssoc ia tio n

R oyal N avy and R oyal M arines 
S po rt P arachute  A ssoc ia tio n

C yp ru s  J o in t Service A dve n tu ro us  
T ra in in g  C entre  (C JS A T C )

H ong  Kong Parachute  C lub

C h ie f In s tru c to r
J.S .P .C . A ir f ie ld  C am p, N etheravon , 
W iltsh ire ,

The  C om m andan t,
R.A .P .A . C entre , S .T .C . S ennelager,
B.F .P .O . 16

H on. Sec., R.A.F .S.P.A.,
R.A.F. B rize  N o rto n ,
O xon.

Th e  S ecre ta ry , RN, & RM SPA, 
C o m m a n do  T ra in in g  C e n tre  RM, 
Lym pstone , E xm o u th , Devon, 
E X85AR
Te l: T o psh a m  3781, ext. 491 o r 
at C lu b , L u p p it 697 

C h ie f In s tru c to r (C CSPC)
C JS A T C  P ergam os C am p, BFPO  58 

C C I. JS P C  (H K),
B o rne o  L ines, Sek K ong , B.F .P .O . 1
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Vol. 16 No. 3
JUNE 1979

EDITORIAL

The main feature in this issue is the Weston POPS 
Meet— good luck to these old guys — they provided 
a real fun weekend with some excellent press 
coverage. Keep up the good work fellows.

The last Government announced a plan to 
abolish road tax and increase the cost of petrol. 
This plan meant an automatic increase in the 
cost of aviation fuel. Please write to your M.P. to 
fight this needless piece of legislation. Details are 
available from the Secretary General.

The BPA Council have been looking at the 
possibility of establishing a fund to financially assist 
members who become disabled as the result of a 
sport parachuting accident. Council decided not 
to establish such a fund because of the difficulties 
there would be in administering it but I have been 
asked to mention that any disabled sport parachutist 
can expect to receive financial support from BPA 
if needed.

In the meantime GO-SAFELY!

E d ito r’s Note
The view s o f c o n tr ib u to rs  to  “ S po rt P a ra ch u tis t”  are  n o t n ecessarily  those  o f the  
E d ito r, o r o f the  B rit is h  P arachu te  A s s o c ia tio n , and  n o  lia b ility  is accep ted  fo r  same.

I CONTRIBUTING I  
I PHOTOGRAPHERS]

Carl Boenish 
Ray Cottingham 
Fred Elliott 
Andy Keech 
Dave Waterman

Affilia ted to the Federation Aeronautique Internationale 
through the Royal Aero Club o f the United Kingdom.

Copy date for the next issue — Monday, 16th July

Cover photo— Sunset over Cark Collin Bruce
P rin ted  by G. H. F ishe r & S ons (P rin te rs ) L td ., P e te rb o rou gh , PE1 3AU
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TOE DROPBMW
Calendar of Events

30 June-1 Ju ly  '79 Star C om petition , G lenrothes 
12-15 Ju ly  7 9  C olleg iate Cham pionships, B rid ling ton
16-20 Ju ly  ’79 BPA Progression Course 2/79, Shobdon
28 Ju ly -3  Aug '79 RAPA Cham pionships, Bad L ippspringe
11-.12 Aug '79 B rid ling ton  Meet (RW and Accuracy)
22 A ug -2  Sept '79 W orld RW Cham pionships, France
17-20 Sept '79 Exam ination Course 3/79, Sibson
22-23 Sept '79 Cark Accuracy Meet
24-28 Sept '79 PJ. Course 3/79, Sibson
5-9  Nov '79 BPA Instructors Course, 4/79, A ldershot

□  □  □

“ Come quickly girls, I'm just about to catch a beautiful 
parachutist!"

Congratulations to Kendal Jane Thorne who made her 
first descent on her 16th birthday at Bad Lippspringe, 
seen here with her dad, Derek, who is one of the 
permanent staff instructors.
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The BPA Office Girls — Sue, Helen and Suzy — all three 
are planning to parachute during the coming months.

"Look Isaac, I know you can get the material wholesale, 
but for Crissake let Ginger make your suit a little less 
original."

Good luck to all members of the Midland Parachute 
Centre in their move from Bickmarsh to Long Marston.

FKCM SE /A fr 
A 7 A

A W /

Mr. Tomsett of Southgate sent us this photo of an 
interesting exit of his taken over Zephyrhills, USA.
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“ Excuse me, but before you get too far with your Star 
Ship Enterprise, could you make your sixth man do a 
one-eighty turn and short track to sprinkle some salt 
on my sausages?"

A blurred Dave Moxon who for T k  years was the full 
time jump pilot at Sibson. After 1500 odd hours of 
parachute flying, he’s working for a Commercial Licence 
with the help of £600 raised by grateful PPC members.

One for the Ladies! This month’s pin up shows Wally 
Wallace, Captain of the Army 4-Man Team, taking his 
annual bath.

We welcome another new photographer to our pages. 
Barry Escott catches Bob Souter, Bob Lyttle, Clive Plumer 
and Brian Mason over Weston-on-the-Green.
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Mike Johnson, Vic Logan and Dennis Garner caught in a 
“Horny Gorilla” by Paul Grimshaw.

Andrew Morris obtained a special exemption from STC 
to make his first jump aged 15. This photo was taken just 
before it — naturally he was dispatched by his dad, Alan, 
seen here with him.

Believe it or not, but Jon Williams keeps this photo in his 
wallet to remind himself how beautiful he is in free fall 
—yuk!

Sgt. Bob Harman, instructor at Netheravon, having 
jumped to collect his LS and GC Medal from Major 
General John Acland.

Ted and Jane Hartley over Elvington by Chris Thomas. 
It’s also Jane under the canopy — yes folks, it’s a 
composite, so don’t get excited!

“I really must get a sleeve on this bastard canopy!”
— photo by ex BPA Chairman, Lawrie St. John
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The C9 replacement? Neil Hollingworth jumps the GQ 
Aeroconical at Netheravon. photo— Julie Laing

DON’T FORGET THE GLENROTHES TWIN OTTER 
WEEKEND— 29 JUNE— 1 JULY.
George Philips informs us that it will be supported by a 
Cessna 207 to give a lift capacity of 25. A serious Brit. RW 
record attempt will be made.

George is also doing a good line in RW Log Books — 
for further information contact him direct.

□  □  □

Tracy over Pope Valley by Collin Bruce.

Robin Bevan, Geoff Cummings, Ian Smith (BPA £1,000 
Raffle winner) and Tony Connell exit the Zephyrhills DC3 
during their Easter Meet.

□  □  □

Seen on An R.A.F. Accident Poster:
MOST ACCIDENTS ARE CAUSED BY PEOPLE

— under which someone had written:
AND MOST PEOPLE ARE CAUSED BY ACCIDENTS!

Tony Butler and Pete Anderson having just broken up a 
Bi-plane over Bickmarsh. photo— James Lowe
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REVIEWS

UNITED WE FALL 
by Pat and Jan Works

$11.95 published by RW Underground Publications 
1656 Beechwood Avenue,
Fullerton, California 92635

We’re getting to the stage in our sport where a regular 
supply of new parachuting books is coming onto the 
market and this means that the reviewer must be aware 
of the danger of praising an indifferent book which he 
knows sport parachutists would regret buying. (I was sent 
a book to review about eight months ago that was such 
a load of garbage that I d idn’t even bother — it 
wouldn’t have been fair to you, the readership). But 
“ UNITED WE FALL” is not a book about which I have

any reservations at all. With 360 odd profusely illustrated 
pages, it is a collection of all the very best that has ever 
been written about Relative Work. Some of it has already 
appeared in print either in the now defunct ‘RW Under­
ground’ ‘Parachutist’ and other U.S. magazines, with the 
odd article also having appeared in “Sport Parachutist” . 
This is not important, however, as this is the kind of book 
that will entertain, delight, inform and teach, with the 
additional bonus of containing a pool of a large number 
of different formations and sequences. With writers of the 
experience and calibre of Pat and Jan themselves, Roger 
Hull, Scratch Garrison, Rande Deluce, Matt Farmer, B. J. 
Worth — the list is almost endless — there is something 
for everyone who enjoys RW or for anyone who is seeking 
to achieve greater expertise in RW. My copy will 
undoubtedly become well thumbed — probably even 
more so than Pat and Jan’s “The Art of Free Fall RW” , and, 
if RW is your main course, “ United We Fall” is undoubtedly 
the perfecy hors d’oeuvre.

CHARLES SHEA-SIMONDS

INDEX TO PARACHUTING 
by Michael Horan

$6.95 published by Parachuting Resources,
P.O. Box 1333, Richmond, Indiana, 47374 

INDEX TO PARACHUTING’ is just that; a carefully 
researched and cross indexed reference as to where to 
find almost anything that’s been written about sport 
parachuting. It starts with a short history of parachuting 
(doesn’t every American book on parachuting!?), and 
then contains2700 entries under 60 categories. This book 
is an absolute must for anyone researching or writing 
about our sport, but in fairness I don’t believe that it’s of 
interest to all sport parachutists — in spite of publicity 
being pushed out by the publishers to say that it is!

CHARLES SHEA-SIMONDS

THE GEELAN & CO. DIAMOND RELATIVE JUMPSUIT

by Geelan & Co. Skydivers
11 Westlake Place, Sutton Benger, 

Chippenham, Wiltshire. 
Price— £42.00

The Geelan & Co. Diamond Relative Jumpsuit (modelled 
here so beautifully by Jim, “ Bite-your-pillow,” Pether- 
bridge!) is made in all American Acrylic with a single 
YKK zipper. It comes with swoop cords, in any colour in 
two basic sizes — medium (up to 5ft 9in) and large (up 
to 6ft 2in) — but they can be altered to fit anyone. It has 
cuffed arms and legs with a jersey collar and leg pockets.

Jump suits and the choice thereof are difficult because 
without confidence in what you’ve bought you have an 
instant psychological barrier to doing good RW. Without 
adoubt it’sthe best RW suit I’ve reviewed in this magazine 
and sure is a pleasure to jump with — its generous wing 
area easily compensating for any lack of ability. Two other 
outfits whose jumpsuits I’ve reviewed have gone down 
the pan, but I don’t think Geelan & Co. will. I therefore 
thoroughly recommend this suit as real good value.

G.C.P. S-S.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Charlie,
Easter week-end at Netheravon saw faces from many 

parts of the country with skydivers of all standards 
enjoying good facilities and excellent weather.

Along with twenty other jumpers I had the good 
fortune to participate in an attempt at a new British 
record. Rather than give a blow by blow account I would 
prefer to give my feelings having been a participant. There 
were some left on the ground who would have liked to 
participate and had the necessary ability but I hope the 
visuals provided some enjoyment for the spectators.

The whole jump from start to finish was smooth, 
everyone did his or her job well. The formation was steady 
and easy to relate to and built in some thirty-five seconds 
to twenty with only one person out on the level.

The jump was spontaneous, just another jump What the finished product looked like

After the record— missing from the group is Arthur Gibson who was baby sitting!
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organised into the week-end’s skydiving. However, it was 
definitely a quality skydive which, I hope, will help to 
extend the boundaries of R.W. in this country. The skydive 
that was organised was not d ifficu lt and everyone on the 
load had the necessary ability for a completion.

There are many centres using larger aircraft and I think 
that with a little planning, more can be achieved. 
Individuals have the ability but do not always contribute to 
a group because they lack self-confidence. I hope that all 
those engaged in group RW, however small, have 
success. It is worth the trial and error to do an excellent 
jump once in a while.

Thankstothe pilots for flying and to John Laing and his 
staff for making this new British record possible.

Regards
ROBIN MILLS

Islander Lead Aircraft (Gerald Stacey)
Pete Johnson; Bob Harman; Arthur Gibson; Wally 

Wallace; Mick Berry; Tim Andrews; Paddy Richie; 
Mike Smith.

Cessna (Trail) (Werner Kroeger)
Billy Summerville; Harry Morgan; Ricky Fleming; 

Billy Hendry; Sandy Spence.

Islander (Trail) (Charlie Shea-Simonds)
Kathy McCormac; John Williams; John Parker; Mark 

Miller; Geoff Sanders; Robin Mills; Jim Keery; Fred Keery.

Co-ordinator:
John Laing.

Three aircraft in V Formation 
Exit altitude: 10,500ft 
Break off at 4,000ft 
Twenty-one jumpers 
Twenty way formation achieved.

Dear Charlie,
I think Mr. Mason’s letter about jumping at Zephyr Hills 

worthy of comment.
£4 for 12,000ft is good value by any standards. Perhaps 

the Avgas at 55p per gallon, compared to ours at £1.20; 
the large aircraft available on the market from £20,000 
upwards; the spares; maintenance and light aircraft at 
half the price we have to pay; and the lack of Value Added 
Tax migM have something to do with it.

Mr. Mason draws unfavourable comparisons between 
progress through BPA standards and those of American. 
Has he thought that a novice in this country can go for 
weeks at a time without jumping, even making every 
effort to get to a DZ every weekend. Has he never thought 
thatoursystem, based upon the French, might be tailored 
for British parachutists jumping in Britain?

He must know by now that it is possible in parts of 
the USA to parachute the year round. In Southern Cali­
fornia during November to March it is jumpable six days 
out of seven (I’ve done it!) as it probably is in Florida. In. a 
large Continental land mass, the weather is generally 
stable and predictable. When it’s bad, it’s bad. . .

Mr. Mason tells us that Zephyr Hills is ‘the only place in 
the world where RW instruction is free’. Really? How far 
around the world has Mr. Mason travelled, or is his 
experience limited to Florida? He maintains that ‘most UK 
Centres don’t have instructors competent enough to 
teach RW.’ That is another generalisation that won’t stand 
scrutiny. Some BPA instructors cannot teach RW and 
they probably don’t attempt to; but it is my experience 
that almost every club has someone who CAN teach RW

and most of them, the majority BPA instructors, do a 
damn good job at it.

His implied claim that BPA instructors are not to be 
trusted and are given ‘an enormous rule book that holds 
everybody down to the level of the average jumper’ makes 
as much sense as putting a first-timer out on a square, 
‘because they are more reliable’, more reliable than 
what, another square? ?

I thought your remark, Charlie, about respecting Mr. 
Mason’s views on our system remarkably mild. I have 
spoken with my staff, their opinion is that the article is a 
load of old garbage, but of course THEY don’t under­
stand the problems of getting hold of copy for the 
magazine .. do they?

Yours,
JOHN MEACOCK

[I also received a letter from Jim Hooper, the boss at 
Zephyrhills, from which the following are extracts:

. .was just a bit embarrassed by Brian Mason’s 
a rtic le .. .It was really a bit unfair to compare the two 
systems in the manner he d id . . .  Big aeroplanes and 
good weather go a long way toward making large 
reserves of experienced relative workers.” Thank you 
for your interest Jim. — Ed.]

SEC GENS COLUMN
Magazine tim e again. I’m not sure w hat I can find  to  chat about 
th is  time, s till here goes.

Once more the BPA is ho ld ing  a Lottery, the same rules apply 
as fo r last year. Every ticke t sold w ill have a chance o f w inn ing  in 
the pre lim inary rounds, and all ticke ts  w ill be e lig ib le  fo r the 
GRAND DRAW w hich w ill take place at the A.G.M. in January of 
next year. ONE book o f tickets has been enclosed in each copy 
o f th is  ed ition  of the magazine. I’ll send a supp ly o f ticke ts to 
C lubs in the hope that the sales can be increased over last year's 
figures. The residue w ill be kept in the o ffice  fo r sale and anyone 
w ho needs m ore than tw o books can have them. Remember, the 
more we sell the m ore we can put in to  the funds.

By the tim e th is  goes in to p rin t I w ill have managed to vis it fou r 
clubs, Peterboro ’ (’cos it ’s on ly  just down the road,) W eston-on- 
the-Green, B.P.C. Headcorn and E.S.P.C. Ashford. I hope in the 
ensuing weeks to  com e along to a few more, however it is obvious 
to me now that I w ill not be able to  get to  everyone th is  year. S till 
I w ill, in time, find  my way down all the back roads to  all the clubs.

I w ould like to  use th is space to  ask everyone w ho sends in fo r 
anyth ing to  do w ith  m oney please send it e ither by means of a 
C heqlie  o r Postal Order. Cash th rough the post is de fin ite ly  
unsafe, especia lly w ith  all the postal d is rup tions and delays that 
there have been of late. If you r Cheque o r Postal O rder goes 
astray, ne ither of them are negotiable, Cheques you can cancel, 
lost Postal Orders can be reclaimed, but m oney once sent is at the 
m ercy o f the system. So once again please NO CASH THROUGH 
THE POST.

The o ffice  staff, Sue Bates, Sue Sambhi and Helen B lunt have 
booked the ir in itia l parachute course at Sibson fo r the 25th and 
26th of August, so if you are thereabouts that weekend lend them 
some moral support. They are all in the process of ge tting  fit, by 
p laying squash, go ing  sw im m ing and we shall soon have a new 
slim  Sue w ho has decided to go on a diet.

To everyone may I say have a good sum m er’s sport, and le t’s 
hope the w eather is kind to us all.
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THE WESTON POPS 
MEET 1979

Those of you who are over phorty and d idn’t attend the 
POPS weekend at Weston on the Green on 28th/29th April 
just don’t know what you m issed; it was fantastic and the 
under phorties who were there rarely stopped laughing. It 
was a case of a large number of B.P.A. senior citizens and 
near senior citizens making complete fools of themselves 
with considerable style and with absolute dignity! POPS 
U.K. has caught on rapidly afterthe initial inspiration from 
Cookie; but credit for the setting up of the Weston POPS 
Meet must go to Pat (the Carpet) Keeley who provided the 
organising energy and enthusiasm whilst his daughter, 
Melanie, pushed the paper in a tireless and good 
humoured way throughout. After the motivation came the 
means, and it was here that the Royal Air Force Sport 
Parachute Association came into their own by simply 
presenting POPS U.K. with the Weston on th Green 
facilities and manpower to run the Meet — an excellent 
example of service/civilian cooperation. The Chief Judge 
(and RAFSPA C h ie f In s tru c to r ) ,  Ray W illis , 
dreamed up some interesting rules and a handicap 
system which put everyone in with a chance. But in 
fairness I don’t think anyone was too interested in winning
— just being there, with the odd leap thrown in, was really 
what it was all about.

On my way to Weston on the Friday evening I saw a 
large POPS motif on a bright red jacket and stopped to 
give a lift to Warren Searle who had come all the way from 
Canada to take part. Half a mile further down the road was 
another familiar figure — U.K. POPS No. 1, 81 year old, 
Archie Macfarlane, who had hitch-hiked from Bristol, was 
undoubtedly the star of the weekend. This incredible man 
humbled us all by making another parachute descent on

the Saturday evening having started the sport aged 75! 
The atmosphere in the bar that first evening was 
tremendous and it proved that whilst some POPS may not 
be the greatest parachutists in the country, they sure 
know a thing or two about supping ale!

Saturday morning dawned wet and windy, and, whilst 7 
o'clock briefings are O.K. for normal competitions, this 
was no normal competition. This time no one was 
hassling the contestants who drifted in at odd intervals in 
varying states of decay. The documentation took an age 
as the RAFSPA officials gazed in awe at some of the dates 
of birth and tried to convince themselves that the Medical 
Certificates were all genuine. The draw for partners in the 
R.W. Work Event, which was ultimately cancelled because 
of the weather, raised some eyebrows; particularly the be- 
monocled poetic pair of Cookie and Nigel Younge. The 
Press were there in force during the morning and Archie 
remained patient and unperturbed throughout numerous 
interviews.

Finally the cloud lifted and the winds dropped 
sufficiently to allow a start to be made just before lunch. 
The rules were simple — the stop watch was started when 
the competitor touched down; he then had to burst a 
balloon in the cardboard box located in the centre of the 
pit before running to the UPWIND edge to finally sit in the 
rocking chair at which instant the watch was stopped. The 
scoring system took into account the competitors’ 
category and whether he was using a hog back or a front 
mounted reserve. Capewelling the canopy was the 
cardinal sin which produced a large penalty — John 
Norris was the only culprit here and he wasjust testing his 
3 Ring Circus! The inspired placing of the rocking chairon
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the upwind edge of the pit had competitors struggling to 
drag inflated canopies in an effort to beat the watch — 
these antics were always courageous and often hilarious.

The RAFSPA team of judges, too numerous to mention 
individually, worked with great enthusiasm between the 
numerous bouts of hysterics at the happenings in and 
around the pit.

“ I’m getting too old for this,” and “ It’s time I gave up 
smoking,” were heard on a number of occasions. Brian 
Greenwood sailed across the pit with the well chosen 
w ords: “Who shifted that f***ing box?!" left hanging in the 
air behind him. 63 year old ex-Desert Rat, Jeff Orchard, 
was the oldest free faller, (still jumping the stalwart candy 
striped C9TU that he jumped onto the summit of Snaefell 
in 1969), and was making his first jump for 9 months. After 
his second jump of the afternoon his: “ Oh I ought not be 
here-it’s no good!” was followed by his announcement 
that that was it for 1979 — what about the POPS Meet later 
in the year Jeff? Mick Geelan did well to put one foot into 
the box but being a Cat. X hog back jumper the 
handicapping effectively cut him down to size! The whole 
thing was adequately summed up by one of the judges: "I 
bet these old guys haven’t had so many laughs since their 
wedding nights!”

Cookey— inspiration behind POPS (UK).

Brian Pickersgill successfully cut away from the first 
malfunction and he was followed later by Taff Davies who 
valiantly went for the pit on his 4-line chopped I24 — and 
made it! Some of the remarks overheard by spectators and 
judges alike are worth recording: “ My knees are all 
wobbly!” probably summed up the feeling of many w h ils t:

Pat the Carpet organised it.
63 year-old ex-Desert Rat, Jeff Orchard, was the oldest 
free faller.

UK POPS No. 1 — Archie Macfarlane, 81 years young, 
exits the 182.
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Judges and officials dirt dive from the BPA van for the 
British version of “Skydive”.

Beryl Horam after a long run. Warren Searle came all the way from Canada.

Every one a POP!
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Mickey Geeian planting himself IN the box!

By the end of the afternoon the winds had dropped 
enough to permit the static liners to get into the sky and 
some of them, particularly the ultimate winner, and 7 jump 
wonder, William Massey, showed that they knew a thing 
or two about canopy handling. Soon Archie was kitted up 
for his 18th descent accompanied by POPS Member, 
Graham St. Clair’s 16-year-old daughter, Leslie, making 
her first descent — they both put up fine performances 
and surely created some sort of record for the greatest 
age differential on the same load — a span of 66 years!

A start was actually made on the RW Event but daylight 
came to an end to coincide with the start of the evening’s 
festivities. Here Archie once again showed off his 
amazing energy both on the dance floor and by being the 
last to leave the bar at 3.30 in the morning!

Sunday provided a day of start-stop weather which 
gave only a few lifts so it was with great reluctance that 
soon after lunch a halt was called, and the prize giving 
organized. Once again Pat Keeley had done a magnificent 
job of coercing a large number of people to provide a 
splendid variety of prizes. Thanks are due to them one and 
all for their kind generosity but particularly to Ercol 
Furniture who so generously provided the fi rst and second 
prizes — two fabulous Ercol Rocking Chairs complete 
with suitably inscribed brass plates. These went to 
William Massey and Tom Newman respectively whilst 
John Crabtree won the third place rocking chair kindly 
donated by Melanie Keeley herself. The complete list of 
prizewinners is given below.

Thus the 1979 Weston POPS Meet came to an end. It 
was an utterly memorable and fantastic fun weekend 
w h ich  show ed w ha t o u r sp o rt is a ll abou t. 
Congratulations to the large number of people who made 
it all possible — it set a standard further POPS Meets will 
seek to achieve. Personally I can’t wait to be eligible!

Words and photos— CHARLIE
RESULTS
1st — William Massey 
2nd — Tom Newman 
3rd — John Crabtree 
4th — Mickie Geeian 
5th — E. Scott 
1st Lady — Laurel Kinbrum 
Oldest Free Faller — Geoff 
Orchard
Furthest Travelled 
Competitor — Warren Searle 
Most Courageous Jump —
Taff Davies
Most Gallant Try in the Pit —
Tony Geraghty 
Best Zap
Male — George Tait 
Female — Edith Summers
A Jubilee Crown was presented to both Archie 
Macfarlane and Leslie St. Clair.

Sunday Times Defence Correspondent, Tony Geraghty, 
has a valiant struggle in the pit. 16 year-old Leslie St. Clair’s first descent.
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COOKEY’S VERSION
They came from near, they came from afar, 
Some came by train and some by car.
As the motliest crew you’ve ever seen 
Converged on Weston on the Green.
From middle aged to very old,
From very timid to very bold.
They’d come, to try to do their thing.
For some, ‘twould be their final fling,
They’d had their three score years and ten, 
But were hopefully going round again.
Old C.9s in B.4 packs,
Pioneer jumpsuits on ageing backs, 
Remembering when this was the gear,
For hairy skygods of yesteryear.
As they hobbled out to board the plane, 
The RAF had even hired a crane.
Now the thing to do without a doubt,
Is winch ’em in, then wizz em out.
And this they did, ’til all were through 
Then jack it in and start the ‘do’.
Into the bar to tell the tale,
To relive it all with a jug of ale.
Then into the toilets, to a man,
To get ‘hyped’ up on Phyllosan.
Whilst one old gaffer, to make the grade, 
Sat quaffing quarts of Lucozade.
Then Jerry Attrick and his ‘Musical Five’, 
Stomped out rock, boogie woogie and jive 
And as they swing into their stride 
Played the two step, waltz and Palais glide. 
As the night wore on, with energy lacking, 
Old bones creaking, dentures clacking,
As one by one they left the scene,
Packed off to bed with Ovaltine.
Fair worn out from remembering when 
They were all in bed by half past ten.
The following day, the cloud was low 
The wind was high, they had to go.
But all agreed, ‘A fair old treat’,
The first of many;

The POPS Fun Meet.
COOKEY

John Laing took a weekend off from Netheravon and 
enjoyed himself.

Leslie St. Clair with first prize winner William Massey.

Tony Holmes about to collapse into the rocking chair.
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Hey POPS,
How about this

Paul Newman is going grey.
Marlon Brando is overweight.
Steve McQueen’s got wrinkles.
Frank Sinatra’s running short on hair.

Just think, if you suffer from all these shortcomings, 
you could have the makings of a superstar!!!

COOKEY

□ □ o

Nigel Younge provided a 32 verse epic which will appear 
in full in the POPS newsletter. Here are a few extracts: 

Sky Gods, Hot Shots, Generous, Mean 
Experienced, Raw and in between 
Scruffy, Tidy, Gaffers, Hags.
We all rolled up to air our rags.

Lofty and Mick, both flogging kit 
(and several others trying it)
They came from North and South to fight 
From Scotland, Wales and Isle of Wight.

And “ta" to all who made the meet 
A hassle free and magic treat 
So be you ugly, good or naughty 
Tis really true— Life starts at PHORTY.

□  □  □

Everyone insulted Lofty for flying his Parawing.

.. * 1.

**T .tfy *. 

«v&tej£■ >  - K & t l
Here’s Nigel himself going flat out for the chair.

This picture of Peter Best sums it all u p . . .  
. .  .PHEW!!
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BUZZ’S CANADIAN COLUMN
The 1979 CSPA Annual General Meeting took place in 
Toronto the weekend of March 24/25. The meeting was 
preceded by a five day Instructor/Coach indoctrination 
program, designed to introduce Instructor Course 
Leaders to the revised (again — perhaps one day we will 
have an Instructor system which remains the same for 
several years) Instructor system, which dovetails with 
guidelines set by the Coaching Association of Canada. 
These course leaders are responsible for conducting 
courses in various areas of the country, in order to qualify 
level (I) Instructors.

The meeting achieved a record for brevity being 
finished by 5pm on the Saturday, the first time to my 
knowledge that the meeting had taken only one day. It 
seems that we have finally realised that director’s and 
officer’s reports are to be written, printed and distributed 
ahead of time and the delegates have also realised that 
these reports should also be read ahead of time. Doing it 
this way means that a minimum of time is wasted, as the 
delegates may then ask for clarification of anything not 
fully explained. Time was spent in discussion of the 
insurance coverage, which currently costs about $2 per 
member per annum for third party liability up to a lim it of 
$500,000. Financially the Association is in good shape, 
showing an excess of expenditure over revenue of slightly 
less than $1000. During the year we incurred the unusual 
expense of hiring a new Executive Director and a $9000 
lease cancellation expense for lease of an addressograph 
machine which we no longer need as we use the computer 
facilities of the National sports centre. The budget which 
was approved calls for gross revenue of $227,000, which 
includes $91,000 from Sport Canada and $16,000 from the 
Coaching Association of Canada, leaving us to provide 
50% of our revenue from membership, merchandise sales 
and donations.

It was expected that the ‘team issue’ about which I have 
written at some length, would be brought to the floor and 
we were not disappointed, although the topic did not 
generate the same degree of emotion as a year earlier. A

B.P.A. ANNUAL LOTTERY
The Association has decided to continue with the Annual Lottery 
this year. The Lottery will again be in aid of:

1) The British National Team Fund;
2) The Sport Parachuting Development Fund.

Details
Everyone in membership at 31st May will receive one book of 
Lottery Tickets with the June issue of the “ Sport Parachutist” . 
Every new and renewed member after that date w ill receive a book 
of tickets with their membership card.

Each book contains 20 tickets at 20p each (£4 per book). Prizes 
will be in cash to a total of £2,525 and will be drawn for as under:

31st July 1979 — (Three Prizes) £100, £75, £50 
30th Sept 1979 — (Three Prizes) £100, £75, £50 
30th Nov 1979 — (Three Prizes) £100, £75, £50 

The final draw to be held at the Annual General Meeting on 5th 
January, 1980.

THREE PRIZES: 1st £1,000; 2nd £500; 3rd £250 
All tickets will be eligible for each and every draw held 

subsequent to the date of purchase subject to the counterfoil and 
payment being received in the B.P.A. Office by 3p.m. on the day 
of the draw. The draws for July, September and November will 
be held in the B.P.A. Office, drawn by a non B.P.A. Member and 
scrutinised by an independent observer appointed by the Secretary 
General. All winners will be notified by post and payment will be 
made by cheque.
Important Notice 

When returning counterfoils and payment please would 
members give the name of sender — this is vital fo r our records.

Apologies are presented to those who may have moral 
objections to this form of fund raising. Your views are respected 
and I trust that you will forgive me for taking the liberty of sending 
you tickets to sell.

GOOD LUCK — MANY THANKS, Charles Port

motion was proposed to reaffirm the suspension decision 
taken in 1978 and to prohibit the Board from making any 
change in the decision. A short amount of discussion 
followed, mainly concerned with the second part of the 
motion, to which exception was taken. The motion was 
defeated by a vote of 44-16. Another motion was proposed 
to prevent further discussion of the matter and to direct 
the Board to take whatever action it deemed necessary. 
That was passed virtually unanimously. This seems to 
mean that the suspension still stands, but leaves the Board 
an apparent mandate to change if it thinks fit. What this 
means constitutionally or legally I do not know as the 
membership did not revoke the suspension, but only 
failed to reaffirm it.

I understand the subject was discussed by the Board 
in a closed session in their meeting held on Sunday. I also 
understand that the only decision taken was to hold their 
next meeting at the site of the Nationals, where 
presumably the subject will be high on the list. It may be 
that the suspended team members will not win the event 
in which case the issue will be a non issue and there will 
be no further need of discussion. I understand that they 
intend to train and compete, not knowing whether they 
will be able to go to the World Championships if they win.

As a result of our experiences in the last two years, 
the head of Delegation, Kathy Fox asked the Board for 
clear direction with respect to behaviour and drugs. The 
Board directed that the provisions of the Team policy and 
procedure manual, which clearly spells out that mature 
behaviour is expected and non medicinal drugs are 
specifically prohibited, are to be strictly applied.

One further point of interest concerns our grant from 
Sport Canada for travel to the World Championships. The 
receipt of the grant will be dependent on the satisfactory 
behaviour of the team and will only actually be received 
after the team returns. A clear indication that our 
bureaucracy still views the 1977 team incident with 
concern.

BUZZ.

OPEN EVERY DAY 
OF THE WEEK

LODGING 
RESTAURANT 
DC-3 •  TW IN BEECH •  CESSNA

1996 Pope Canyon Road, Pope Valley, 
California 94567 (707) 965-3400
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SAFETY
A BULLETIN PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL PARACHUTING COMMITTEE

Volume 1 — No. 2 — June 1979
SAFETY is an International Bulletin published and distributed World-wide by the International Parachuting Committee 
(C.I.P.) of the F.A.I. Given below are the names and addresses of the two editors — please send any safety information 
or photographs to either:

Charles Shea-Simonds, Cherry Tree Cottage, High Street, Durrington, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 8AE, Great Britain.
or

Zlatko Beric, Aeroclub Zagreb, Jurisceva 5, 41000 Zagreb, Yugoslavia.

WE CAN ALL BENEFIT FROM THIS BULLETIN— PLEASE SUPPORT IT

This aircraft wing was damaged when the aircraft was taxied into another on a slippery grass surface. It is printed to 
emphasise that many accidents are caused by carelessness and can therefore be avoided. The pilot was tired and 
showed poor judgement. I know— I was that pilot— Charles Shea-Simonds.

THINK !
Face it — parachuting can be dangerous, so we try to 
reduce risks to the minimum.

Or do we?
This article is aimed at the senior sky divers, our so 

called “ Sky Gods” who possibly due to inhaling rarified 
atmosphere for prolonged periods seem to believe that 
they are indeed immortal.

If not, I cannot understand the soft helmet craze. Do 
senior jumpers believe that they have harder heads than 
the novices, or is it that they have less to protect?

Helmets are worn to protect the head against injury 
caused by bad landings, connector links, bad exits, mid air 
collisions and aeroplane crash landings.

These events are unpredictable and can happen at any 
level of experience.

Here in South Africa we recently bore witness to an air 
crash tragically killing five senior parachutists plus the 
pilot, and seriously injuring a sixth who at the time of 
writing is still on the critical list.

The survivor was a Student who had his hard helmet on. 
The others were experienced jumpers who were members 
of the soft helmet brigade.

Soft helmets serve no other purposes than to keep ones 
hair in place. Ban them!

So once we have all got rid of our soft helmets and are 
seated in the plane, what else can we do to control our 
destiny?



The answer to that one is THINK!
You must realise the most critical time of any jump is 

the time between when the aircraft lifts off till it reaches 
1,000ft. If anything goes wrong in that time decisions 
have to be made super fast and seconds are precious. So 
first of all, buy some time — take off with your helmet 
strapped on, and see that everyone else does too.

As I write this article I know what I will do if the engine 
cuts oreven threatens to cut on the way up. If we are below 
400ft I will stay up — my helmet will be on from take off 
and I will prepare to crash and sit as still as possible to 
make the pilot’s job easier.

Above 400ft I will get out so damn fast and open my 
reserve you wouldn’t believe. If there is a student and he 
is hooked up, out he goes. I have been reliably informed 
of an incident in England where a Student was dispatched 
on a static line at 400ft and landed safely. If he’s not 
hooked up, I'll dump his reserve for him, and out he’ll go.

The pilot will be happiertoo with a lighter plane. In fact I 
believe it is the p ilot’s duty above 400 ft to shout — “ Engine 
cut — everybody out I” or similar to get the guys moving. 
Indecision wastes time — fumbling with one’s helmet or 
gear wastes time — time you haven’t got.

So decide now, sitting on the ground what you will do 
and sitting in the aircraft don't relax until there is a decent 
gap between you and the ground. Once you are above
2 grand by all means take off your helmet if you want to 
but till then, think.

Still on the way up, if it’s the first jump of the day, run 
through your cut away procedures. Use your hands and 
yourm ind — you will beamazed how often you will fumble 
something. When the crunch comes, your mind will be 
conditioned and you won’t waste time wondering what’s 
happening — you will have prepared yourself. And please, 
let’s be clear — if you have a malfunctioned high per­
formance canopy— get rid of it and open that nice round 
reserve— all that bullshit about hand deploying a reserve 
is just that.

When you plan a jump know who you are jumping with
— don’t get involved with a big load unless you know the 
capabilities of each jumper on it. If you don’t, do a small 
load first and make an assessment— it could just save you 
getting railroaded or eating a canopy.

Altimeters — Eyeballing is fine, but in sequential 
relative, who has got time to look down? Relying on a 
member of your team who is as engrossed as you are is 
dumb. Wearan alti, use it, and above all don’t mock its use 
to junior jumpers. Last year in Maseru when I didn’t check 
my alti and relied on our alti men and found myself sitting 
sheepishly in my harness for the first time at 800 ft. It’s just 
plain stupid.

Every nowand then we all go down a bit low. It happens, 
particularly with sequential relative and it’s bad. Those 
of us who realise it’s bad, try to avoid it. But there are those 
amongst us, who smoke it down regularly and think they 
are big deals.

They are not. They are cutting down their safety margins 
and placing unnecessary pressures on themselves should 
something go wrong. With the reliable modern gear, this is 
unlikely, but the reliability of the gear makes their users 
complacent and the last thing they are thinking about 
come dump time is a malfunction.

And as we know failure to think wastes time and lives.
One last point— once you have waved off and checked

— when you dump, watch the pilot chute off your back. 
If you watch it you are buying time if it snags or hesitates 
you know where you are instead of losing sky fast with a 
fluttering pilot chute and decreasing margin of safety.

We have all done dumb things and some of us have 
been lucky to survive them — the imp'ortant thing is to 
learn from these mistakes and not to repeat them.

Safe jumping!
CLIFFORD WILKEN, D88 

Area Safety Officer (Border Region) 
Republic of South Africa

These two photographs illustrate a deployment sequence 
that ended in a total malfunction because the nylon loop 
snagged around the stitching on the bridal cord.

M ORE ON H E LM ETS b y  J IM  H O O P E R

The last time I saw him alive was as he went past the 
formation in a head-down, high-speed spiral. Two others 
were in hot pursuit, trying desperately to catch him after 
seeing the collision. At 1200 feet they thought they saw 
him wave, at which point they both flared and pulled. But 
he was still unconscious or too stunned to do anything. 
And so one of the finest relative workers and organisers in 
the world — with over 2000 jumps — died after colliding 
head-on with another jumper who suddenly appeared in 
his flight path.

He was wearing a French leather helmet.
There were those who rationalized it by saying that a 

hard helmet would have made no difference; that he 
would have been knocked unconscious regardless. Oddly 
enough, it was only those who advocate soft or no helmets 
who were so positive about it.



And while I certainly cannot be positive that a hard 
helmet would have saved his life, I know that it would have 
given him a far better chance than he had.

It is amazing how much disproportional controversy 
has arisen over the question of wearing — or not wearing
— helmets. The proponents of helmets maintain that they 
are a basic and common-sense item of protection. Those 
on the other side of the issue — when questioned — tend 
to gulp, give vent to wide-eyed exhalations and spout anti­
helmet banalities. I've always found it absolutely amazing 
how loudly some jumpers defend the wearing of minimal 
head protection. And the arguments they use are even 
more amazing.
FOR EXAMPLE:
1. Helmets are dangerous (?!) inasmuch as they restrict 

peripheral vision.
Nonsense. There are numerous brands that, if properly 
fitted, are completely out of sight. I’ve been wearing the 
same Bell 500TX for some 14 years and have never 
been able to see the slightest part of it.

2. Helmets are uncomfortable.
Possibly, if it is the incorrect size, or of that cheap 
variety one has no business wearing anyway. Minor 
discomfort notwithstanding, it seems a small price to 
pay for one’s personal safety. I’m sure it would be far 
more comfortable w ithout a harness as well. Once.

3. No one has the “right” to require helmets.
Wrong. A drop zone operator has every right to do so if 
he cares about you and your well being.

4. Having to wear a helmet is an infringement on the 
wearer’s “freedom”.
This argument — even more so than the others — I find 
absolutely intolerable. If you die because of 
inadequate head protection, then you are infringing on 
the DZ operator’s freedom as well as the freedom of 
every jumper in your country. You don’t have to 
examine and agonise over that broken and bleeding 
thing that only moments before was a living, breathing 
whole person you don’t have to worry or be affected by 
possibility of stricter government controls, or the 
damage done to the fraternity you claimed to love, yet 
so casually and thoughtlessly left.

Every experienced jumper, in my opinion, has a 
responsibility to the sport to set a safe example for 
those who are less experienced. And it is simply a 
matter of attitude. I hope — and generally believe — 
that we and our sport have matured overtheyears. Out 
of self-preservation, if nothing else. It’s not “cool” to 
pull low, nor to jump shoddy equipment, nor to flaunt 
commonsense matters of safety.

The vast majority of parachuting injuries and 
fatalities are due to basic errors in judgement. If you 
should die because of inadequate head protection, 
then your error has been no less terminal than if you 
had never pulled.

INCIDENT IN SWITZERLAND
1. Date: Thursday, April 12, 1979.
2. Time: 1800 H local time.
3. Place: aerodrome of Locarno, Switzerland.
4. Height: 3000 ft.
5. Weather: surmy.
6. Parachutist: Male, 22 years old, 3 years in sport, 
92 jumps.
7. Equipment: Mini-System; main: Strato-Cloud with 
streamer band; reserve: 26ft steerable.
8. Cause of death: Impact.
9. Description: Jumper exited at 3000ft three times on 
that day to get introduction in ram-air parachutes. The

first jump was absolutely normal. By the second one 
student cutaway main after experienced problems with 
the slider. He pulled reserve at sufficient height. Student 
exited aircraft Piltaus Turbo-Porter for the third time at 
3000ft. After freefalltime of four seconds he pulled rip­
cord of main which was fully inflating. When jumper was 
about at 1800ft instructor observed continuous stall turns 
and saw that jumper was trying to unlock one brake. At 
about 600ft jumper cutaway main very slowly whilst 
losing height, and pulled reserve which could not inflate 
prior to impact.
10. Conclusion: Jumper failed not only to pull reserve at 
sufficient height but also to stabilize main canopy which 
was fully inflated.

At the school where this incident happened the exit 
height was now fixed at 4000ft in order to give student 
getting introduction in ram-air chutes more time to work. 
Furthermore the regulations or cutaways have been 
tightened up.

Deceased had received proper instruction in the use of 
ram air canopy.

INCIDENT IN POLAND
June 14, 1978, Krosno, Poland.
Jumper: Wieslaw Szelc, 31. Started parachuting sport in 
1964. Parachuting instructor rating, first class, since 1970. 
The fatal jumps was his 2913th, and 137th with this type of 
parachute.
Parachute: main: Strato-Cloud SC-10; reserve: Sz-73. 
Accuracy jump from 1000m: Aircraft: An-2.

Aftera normal exit and a 5-sec delay, the jumper tried to 
open the parachute; the suspension lines of the main 
canopy deployed from retaining bands but the canopy did 
not open and did not inflate. After a 5-7 sec pause, the 
jumper opened the reserve, the suspension lines of which 
entangled with the lines of the main canopy. During the 
whole descent the jumper tried to untangle the lines, 
without effect, and suffered death on impact on the 
ground.

The reason (as discovered by the investigation com­
mission) of non-deployment of the main canopy was that 
the rectangular corner of the deployment bag (near 
gromm et)gotin the rubber loop of the bag, preventing the 
bag from opening.

Jumper’s error was that he did not cutaway the main 
canopy prior to opening the reserve.

Steps were undertaken immediately to remedy the 
technical reason of accident. According to the bulletin 
issued by the Polish authorities, the shape of the deploy­
ment bag has been modified by rounding the corners 
(R = 30mm) in all SC-10 deployment bags used in Poland.

At the World Parachuting Championships at Zagreb, 
the Polish representatives (the Team Manager, Coach and 
Int. Judge) informed the parachute’s manufacturer (Para- 
Flite) on the accident and modifications made.

Incident Report f rom  Bi l l  O tt ley

On Friday afternoon May 5th I came as close to being 
killed as anyone can and live. And I believe this is one of 
those rare instances where the “victim ” of a fatality report 
is available for an interview, and I hope you and your 
Committee will find this of interest. I submit it in this 
narrative form, because it seems easier for me to tell the 
story this way.

I was at Galena, Maryland practicing with the members 
of my 4-man Team, on a bright sunny day. My health was 
good and I had no problems, hangovers, or other 
impediments to jumping.



As we started toc lim bo u tfo rth e ju m p o n to  the wheel of 
a Cessna 182, I felt my equipment catch on something, 
and had to tug sharply two or three times to free myself 
from my seat (the “Co-pilot” location, facing backwards). 
Once I was positioned properly on the step we exited, 
completed a couple of maneuvers, and broke to prepare 
for opening. At this point, approximately 2,500’ above the 
ground, I looked down and realised that my belly band on 
my Wonderhog II had somehow broken free and that the 
belly band containing the chute and pilot chute handle 
was flapping behind and above me.

I reached around and behind me trying to grasp the 
handle. Each time I attempted to do this my head became 
lower, my body became vertical, my speed increased. I 
finally succeed in grabbing the yellow knob, and 
discovered that — because the belly band and parachute 
holding bag (whatever it’s technically called) were not 
under tension, that the pilot chute could not be extracted 
from the bag.

Then, and only then did I go for my reserve. It was a 
brand new Safety Flyer, and opened cleanly and instantly, 
with minimal opening shock despite the fact that I’m sure I 
was traveling in excess of 150 miles an hour, head down.

After opening I had so little time that I was unable to 
release the brakes before crashing downwind in the 
providentially soft, plowed field. No injuries of any kind 
were sustained.

Immediately after the jump I reviewed my thoughts and 
actions:
1. During my foolhardy efforts to free my main canopy 

pilot chute, I repeatedly saw the yellow plowed field 
coming closer, but did not react to this visual 
stimulation. I cannot explain the reason.

2. At and before the moment when I finally pulled the 
reserve parachute handle, I at no time experienced any 
of the theatrical nonsense about “watching my life pass 
before me".

3. At no time did the thought cross my mind that “ I’ll save 
the $25 repack charge if I can just figure out a way to 
make the main open” . In fact, I had available to me an 
alternate rig, packed and ready to go; and did shortly 
afterwards go up again and continue jumping. But I 
have always believed that many people who didn’t pull 
their reserves perhaps were trying to “save money” by 
fighting with their mains down to impact. I can 
categorically assure you and your Committee that this 
thought was not in my mind.

4. Foolish though it seems, I believe what was going 
through my head during those seconds was simply the 
thought, “ this is a problem which I am capable of 
solving in a ‘routine’ manner” .

I have no explanation to offer, nor has anyone else, 
as to why my Wonderhog II belly band came loose. Nor 
do I know what I hooked to in the airplane which 
delayed my exit. Nor do I know if what I was hooked to 
in the airplane was or was not in any way connected 
with the belly band incident. My normal procedure is to 
tighten my belly band thoroughly, then wrap the bitter 
end round and round so that it’s snug and secure. 
There is no doubt in my mind that I did this p rio rto th is  
jump.

After it happened, two of my teammates landed next 
to me, expressing their total horror at what they had 
witnessed from above: Ottley’s body getting tinier and 
tinier and suddenly the canopy opening, seeminqly at 
ground level.

Mike Schultz, former Captain of the U.S. Team and 
therefore an expert witness for sure, was on the ground 
watching and he estimated that I had “less than two 
seconds” to impact when I finally got it out. My canopy

ride was 10 seconds, or thereabouts. It was 
unquestionably the closest brush with death I’ve ever 
had in my life, in or out of a parachute. It was 
undeniably a case of brain lock that would have 
embarrassed the lowest recruit; in fact, only someone 
filled with the arrogance of experience would have 
waited so long — a raw recruit would surely have pulled 
sooner.

It was total brain lock, and it came on my 3,498th 
jump.

William H. Ottley 
Executive Director

RESERVE IDEA
The British Parachute Association is currently evaluating 
the idea of placing a covered double ended spring 
between the stowed lines and the canopy in student 
reserve parachutes. The effect is to punch the canopy 
away from the pack tray with minimum effort from the 
student. Any input on this will be welcomed by the 
Editors. We will published a full report on this at a later 
date.

“A man who has made a mistake and does not know how 
to correct it, has made two mistakes already.”
Let us all benefit from each other’s experiences and 
mistakes through the medium of this International Safety 
Bulletin. Below is a suggested Incident Report Form — 
if you are involved in an incident, report the knowledge 
from which you think others might learn. Please complete 
this form and return it to either of the Editors of this 
Bulletin.

INTERNATIONAL INCIDENT REPORT FORM
1. Date of Incident: 3. Place:

2. Time of Day: 4. Height above sea level:

5. Weather Conditions:

6. Details of Parachutists involved and experience level:

7. Equipment worn (was it in any way a contributory 
factor?):

8. Description of Incident:

9. How do you think a similar incident can be prevented 
in the future?

Please send supplementary diagrams and photographs.

• INTERNATIONAL SPORT • 
PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT
DEALERS— PLEASE NOTE

We will accept one advertisement in each issue to 
help with printing and distribution costs. If you are 
interested please contact either of the Editors.



THE STUDENT’S KIT SONG
(Or a bad workman always blames his tools)

Enter student, vertically, collapses canopy and picks 
himself up. His kit is as follows
Helmet: originally issued to a pinheaded German soldier. 
Boots: gave Kipling his inspiration.
Altimeter: once owned by a Biggies’ type character who, 
tiring of seeing “ nothing but the maker’s name” on it fixed 
the needle permanently at “angels three” .
Main: four pin with cones, X-type harness.
Reserve: fitted with non-swivel cones. Bears ample 
evidence of just what he has been dragged through. 
Jump suit: tight nylon overalls.
Goggles, gloves: Don Sidebottom says they are old 
enough for the motor museum, but too tatty.
As he throws each item away he sings the fo llow ing:
To the tune of Arac’s song from Prince Ida:
Student When I come to learn to spot,

These goggles won’t help a lot,
They’ve got a glaze,
In a kind of craze,
With a pattern of stripe and dot,
Of them I must get shot.

Chorus of experienced parachutists:
Yes, yes, yes,
They are not worth a jot.

Student When these gloves let in the cold,
Things are d ifficu lt to hold,
The’re very loose,
And they’re not much use,
If truth were to be told,
They can’t even be sold.

Chorus Yes, yes, yes,
They’re much too blooming old.

Student This helmet has the feel,
It will leave a bloody great weal,
And the B.S.I.,
Would heave a sigh,
And not give it their seal,
This helmet is no deal.

Chorus Yes, yes, yes,
That helmet is no deal.

Student When I want to know the height,
This alti won’t read right,
It’s got to go,
For I pull so low,
That Pringy gets uptight,
Which is an awful sight.

Chorus Yes, yes, yes,
You should see him foam and bite.

Student (undoes reserve tiedown)
Though this may save my life,
It would not please a wife,
For every bit,
Is covered in shit,
Which would cause lots of strife,
The rows would get quite rife.

Chorus Yes, yes, yes,
The pong cuts like a knife.

Student Now please repress your moans,
This reserve still uses cones,
If the main went phut,
It might stay shut,
And I’d break all my bones,
There’d not even be groans.

Chorus Yes, yes, yes,
It’s fit for Davey Jones.

Student (removes main)
This is a frightful lump,
It quite gives me the hump,
The pull it stiff,
So I give it a biff,
And on my back I dump,
Then spin around with a bump.

Chorus Yes, yes, yes,
It always needs a thump.

Student When I get some decent kit,
I’ll get some boots that fit,
And not with soles,
That are full of holes,
That won’t keep out the grit,
And don’t support a bit.

Chorus Yes, yes, yes,
They are full of half the pit.

Student This jump suit’s far too tight,
It makes me look a sight,
It won’t retard,
So I open hard,
And give myself a fright,
So get rid of it I might.

Chorus Yes, yes, yes,
We rather think he’s right.

Exit student rapidly, pursued by a chorus of instructors,
armed with suspended harnesses, static line rigs, dummy
handles and copies of the B.P.A. Regs.
Enter student, later, carrying a number of large parcels.
His pockets are ostentatiously turned inside out.
Student Now I’ve got some decent kit,

And paying H.P. for it,
So jumping fees,
Even pie and peas,
Are well beyond my writ,
So to jump I’m still not fit.

Both Yes, yes, yes,
ChorusesTo jump he’ll NEVER be fit.

DAVE
□

Sadly this ancient couple missed the POPS Meet.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
B.P.A. does not guarantee equipment bought and sold through the medium o f this journal. Purchasers are advised to use the services of 
approved riggers. □ □ □  Classified Advertisements can only be accepted if accompanied by a cheque or P/O made out to the British Parachute

Association for £1.50.
Mk I PC in POD —£135 o.n.o.FOR SALE

Newton Ring Sights — £30, I24 Steerable— £50
contact Mike Taylor 01-560-2486

SST & Mk I PC — £150 the lot
contact Dave Lambert 01-643-2105

Strato Star— £250, 26ft Steerable Reserve— £125,
Hiley tandem system — £100 or offers.

contact A. Bromfield 0264-62356

GQ Dominator plus reserve— £60; C9 Double L plus sleeve etc. — £20
contact J. Kenney 01-807-3185

Mk I PC plus reserve, Altimeter and Boots— £200
contact W. Maddy 09803-3371, Ext. 4731 

or 09802-3566

Converted Para Plane Cloud — £200, SST— £100
contact Sgt. D. W. Ritchie, Tring. Bn. Depot REME, Arborfield, Berks.

Mk I PC with Paraquip Pack and Harness, plus Reserve tray— £250
contact M. Jarvis 01-730-0374

contact Eddie Lyttle, Carterton 841097

Strato Star plus Pack and Harness— Offers
contact Geoff Holder 0264-4966

Mk I PC plus Protector Reserve in Mini System plus Altimeter — £250
contact I. Smith 0705-595213

WANTED
3 Sets of Jumpable Student Gear C9/124 etc. Payment in cash.

contact Peter Ritchie 0903-37883 (W) 
0903-45762 (H)

NOTICE
Alan James would like to apologise to all readers for the delay 
in producing a poster of the December Cover— It w ill be available 

as soon as possible.

FOR HIRE
Cessna 182— Complete with experienced jump pilots.

contact Derek Squires (Stratford-upon Avon) 5258) or 
Pat Howell (Stratford-upon-Avon) 66013 or 

021-643 5203 (W))

Fred Elliott records a hoop jump over Zephyrhills.
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION
COUNCIL MEETING, THURSDAY 29th MARCH 1979

held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House Leicester
PRESENT

D. D. O rton
G. C. P. Shea-S im onds
E. T. Lew ington 
J. Thom as 
J. N orris 
C. Bruce 
R. Gays 
J. S tarling

IN ATTENDANCE
C. W. Port — Sec-G en BPA

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
J. C rocker 
J. H itchen

OBSERVERS
R. Lyttle  — F it L t RAFSPA 
T. B utler

Item 32
P.R. CONSULTANCY
G. C. P. Shea-S im onds in troduced representatives from  Deeson 
Press Service. Dr. Tony Deeson, Mr. D om in ic Deeson and Mr. 
Tony Holter.
Dr. T ony Deeson then gave a short ta lk  on the aims and in tentions 
of the com pany. The aims are to  prom ote the Associa tion  and its 
a c tiv ities  and give the pub lic  at large a better image o f w hat the 
sport is all about. Some of the suggestions w ill be phased in over 
a period. The im m ediate aim  is to  get the BPA and Deesons, as 
the Assocation 's  Press Agents, established w ith  the media by 
sending out an in itia l package to  some 250 media contacts, 
in fo rm ing  them  of the sort of fac ilities  they can be offered, should 
they w ish to do a story. Second ly the jo b  w ill be to  deal w ith  the 
N ational Cham pionsh ips. O pportun ities  m ust be taken as they 
com e along. One should not expect im m ediate results, though 
some lucky breaks may occu r early on. This is an ongoing  m atter 
and there  m ust be regu lar input, it should be a cum ula tive  
cam paign. J. M eacock b rought up the po in t that there m ust be 
close lia ison between Deesons and the BPA O ffice, and that there 
m ust be a flo w  of in fo rm ation  from  the clubs. Dr. Deeson 
suggested that c lubs cou ld  probab ly carry ou t local PR better 
than they them selves could, as local c lubs had the local contacts. 
But if there was anyth ing  ou tstand ing  then Deesons cou ld  help in 
these circum stances.
It was agreed that Deesons in all c ircum stances should clear 
m atter via the BPA O ffice. The con tact address is :- 
Deeson Press Services 
151 D ulw ich Road,
London.
S.E.24 Te l: 01 733 6201/4 

Item 33
MINUTES OF CO U N C IL M EETING 14th FEBRUARY 1979
Proposed by D. I. W augh and seconded by G. C. P. Shea- 
S im onds that the m inutes o f the C ouncil Meeting o f 14th 
February 1979 be passed as read sub ject to  the fo llo w in g  
am endm ents:-
a) Item 15/79 “ be changed to  read” . . ., to  again w rite  .b). Item 

17/79. Prince be changed to  Bruce.
c) Item 20/79 fina l para should be changed to  read — . . . 

“ C ouncil m ust in fu tu re  be in form ed before new s ta ff were 
em ployed, and C ounc il agreed” . . .

d) Item 23/79 delete T ay lo r and insert Dr. Deeson.
e) Item 24/79 add “ G. C. P. Shea-S im onds w ould  keep the 

C ouncil in form ed of the R.Ae.C. cam paign to  coun te r the 
G overnm ent proposal to  increase the cost of aviation fuel, and 
tha t ou r plan should be co -o rd ina ted  to  take place at the same 
tim e as the o ther aviation bodies” .

f) Item 28/79 add “ C ounc il agreed that the BPA logo should 
never in p rinc ip le , be altered. But tha t the co lou ring  cou ld  be 
changed.

Matters Arising
1. A le tte r o f thanks had been received from  Mrs. Paul fo llow ing  

the g ra tu ity  paid upon her retirem ent.
2) It was agreed tha t the Secretary General should go ahead and 

order the new headed paper from  F isherprint.

Item 34
CO M M ITTEE REPORTS
1. Safety and Training Committee Meeting
In the absence of the Chairm an of the STC, J. T. C rocker, W. J.
M eacock presented the m inutes o f the  Meeting.
a) The C ounc il agreed that there must be a d iffe ren t venue fo r 

STC M eetings due to the large num bers attending. D. 
Peacock had booked the Leicester Post House fo r the next 
STC M eeting at a cost of around £50. W. J. M eacock asked 
w hether the idea of having a fo ld ing  pa rtition  between the 
o ffices had been considered. It was fe lt tha t th is  w ould  be 
rather m ore troub le  than it was w orth. G. C. P. Shea-S im onds 
put fo rw ard  the po in t that as there  was insu ffic ien t space to 
hold STC M eetings in the O ffice  it m ight be w orthw h ile  
pu tting  a case to The Sports C ouncil fo r G rant A id tow ards a 
d iffe ren t venue fo r STC Meetings. The Secretary General 
w ould  put in a Supplem entary A pp lica tion  fo r G rant Aid.

b) The case o f the fa ta lity  o f Miss Jud ith  W illa rd  was brie fly  
m entioned and the feelings were tha t the fa ta lity  was 
inexp licab le . The report from  the USSPA is s till awaited.

2. Competition Committee Meetings
D. I. W augh Chairm an of the C om petition  C om m ittee  presented
the m inutes o f the m eetings of the 26th February and the 19th
March.
Matters Arising
a) G rant A id is not fo rthcom ing  fo rth e  National C ham pionships.
b) G. C. P. Shea-S im onds to ld  the C ouncil tha t Carton Industries 

were prepared to  Sponsor the N ational C ham pionsh ips to  the 
sum of £500. Due to o ther com m ittm ents G. C. P. Shea- 
S im onds asked that the m oney should be paid over a period, 
the  C ounci I g ra te fu lly  accepted the o ffe r o f sponsorship. Final 
details as to  the use to w h ich  the m oney w ould  be put is to  be 
discussed at the  next C om petition  C om m ittee Meeting.

c) It was decided to  request Sports C ounc il G rant A id fo r finance 
fo r the A d ria tic  Cup. G. C. P. Shea-S im onds pointed out tha t it 
w as n o w  c a lle d  th e  S e c o n d  E u ro p e a n  C la s s ic  
C ham pionships. It was fe lt tha t w ith  the new title  there m ight 
be more chance o f ob ta in ing  Grant Aid.

d) It was agreed to send o ff the app lica tion  of Mr. M. B ird fo r 
ongo ing  g ran t aid.

e) It was proposed by D. I. W augh and seconded by J. Laing that 
the A ssocia tion  buy the German made E lectron ic  Pad. The 
Secretary General has a lready in form ed the Sports C ouncil 
tha t the pad has been bought and has asked fo r G rant Aid 
tow ards the purchase on the grounds that it is an essential 
T ra in ing  Aid.

f) It was agreed by C ouncil tha t the standards laid down by the 
C om petition  C om m ittee fo r the selection o f the RW fo u r and 
e igh t man events be as fo llow s:-

i) The fundam enta l aim is to  achieve m edals at the 3rd WPC 
(RW) and the squad w ill be selected in accordance w ith  th is  
po licy.

ii) The w inners of the 4 man event shall constitu te  the National 
Team.

iii) The w inners of the 8 man event shall constitu te  the National 
Team, provided that an average o f at least 2.2 fo rm a tion  per 
jum p are scored. Th is  is fu rthe r sub ject to  the com ple tion  of 
the m in im um  event (6 rounds).

iv) The fo u r man and e igh t man teams fo r the W orld 
C ham pionsh ips shall be com ple te ly  separate entries, i.e. The 
National e igh t man team shall qua lify  as per para (iii) and w ill 
no t include  any fou r man team members.

g) It was agreed by C ounc il tha t if Polaro id decided to a llow  Dr. 
W. G rut to  evaluate the ir new camera and replay system, o r if

D. Prince 
J. Laing 
G. L illy  
D. W augh 
P. S laughter 
J. M eacock 
P. Byrne

P. G. M itchell

P. Anderson
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“ Sym biosis" buy the camera then £50 should be allocated fo r 
the purchase of film s. The excess baggage gran t from  the 
Associa tion  be deferred un til we know whether the equ ipm ent 
w ill be available from  UK o r USA.
The Secretary General has already w ritten  to  The Sports 
C ounc il asking fo r  aid tow ards the purchase o f the system if it 
proves reliable  and useful.

3. Finance Sub Committee Meeting
In the absence of the Chairm an o f the Finance Sub C om m ittee, P.
G. M itche ll, the m inutes were presented by J. G. Starling.
Matters Arising
a) The lease o f K im berley House be sent to  J. T. C rocker fo r 

perusal.
b) As the crite ria  fo r ob ta in ing  were storage space has all been 

met. Viz:-
i) 75% G rant A id being available.

ii) The rent rem ains at the curren t rates.
iii) The Finance Sub C om m ittee recom m ends that the 

A ssocia tion  should have the storage area, it was proposed by 
G. C. P. Shea-S im onds and seconded by J. Sharpies that the 
storage space be acquired. Carried Unanim ously.

c) Disable Parachutists C harity  Fund. It was decided that the 
Secretary General investigate the best m ethods o f financ ing  
and runn ing  a D isabled Parachutists C harity  Fund.

d) A fte r much d iscussion the C ouncil decided that the th ird  
party lia b ility  insurance be placed via Bacon Everitt and 
M orris. The po licy  w ord ing  to  be identica l to  that a lready in 
force. The underw riting  is to  be placed via Lloyds.

e) C ounc il agreed w ith  the recom m endations that the cheque 
lim it fo r the Secretary General should remain at £500. But no 
cap ita l expend itu re  over £50 may be made w ith o u t p rio r 
consu lta tion . It was fu rthe r agreed that the Secretary General 
should be a llowed to  move funds w ith in  the D eposit and 
C urren t Accounts.

f) It was proposed by D. O rton and seconded by J. D. Prince that 
the C ouncil fo llo w  the recom m endation o f the Finance Sub 
C om m ittee on the question o f an occupationa l pension 
scheme fo r the Secretary General and NCSO. The Sports 
C ounc il w ill o ffe r G rant A id o f up to  75% fo r a sum up to 10% of 
the  ind iv idua l's  salary. The scheme to  be adopted is that 
proposed by Hogg R obinson (Benefit C onsu ltants) Ltd. To 
bring the quote in line w ith  the 10% lim it o f salary agreed by 
Sports C ouncil the Secretary General w ill have the capita l 
costs varied in consu lta tion  w ith  the brokers. Carried 
Unanim ously.

g) A fte r m uch d iscussion it was decided to defer a decis ion on 
the purchase of a new dup lica ting  system. The Secretary 
General w ould  re-subm it the figu res on costings and savings 
to  the Finance Sub Com m ittee. It was also stated that w ith  
such large cap ita l-sum  ou tlay it w ou ld  be advantageous to 
have the treasurer present to  put his fina l app rova l/o r not on 
the purchase.

h) A fte r much d iscussion on the m atter o f C om m ittee Members 
expenses it was decided that Members o f Finance and 
C om petition  Com m ittees shou ld  receive the same expenses 
as C ouncil Members. It was decided that costs fo r STC 
M embers should be borne by the clubs. For 14 Aga inst 1 
M otion Carried.

i) It was agreed that the  lo tte ry  shou ld  con tinue  but tha t the 
Secretary General see if there was som ew ay o f increasing the 
sale o f tickets.

Item 35
LANGAR S ITUATIO N
There was much d iscussion on th is  m atter and it was fina lly  
agreed that there be a w aiting  period un til a fte r the  next STC 
Meeting when the results o f fu rth e r d iscussion w ould  be 
presented to  C ouncil. Further, the Chairm an, NCSO and G. C. P. 
Shea-Sim onds w ill v is it the Sports C ouncil and the CAA and then 
report back to C ouncil.
Sec. Gen. to  p roduce copies o f the o rig ina l a ffilia tion  app lica tion  
and c ircu la te  to  all C ounc il Members.

Item 36 
SSPA
The Secretary General was d irected to w rite  to  the Secretary of 
the SSPA in fo rm ing  them that the C ouncil w ou ld  be pleased to

accept a co-opted non-vo ting  m em ber on the C ounc il. It was 
stated that if the SSPA fe lt s trong ly  that they shou ld  have a fu ll 
vo ting m em ber on C ounc il then they cou ld  nom inate  a 
prospective  C ouncil M em ber fo r next year.

Item 37
It was proposed by G. L illy  and seconded by D. I. W augh tha t a fee 
o f £1.50 be charged fo r advertisem ents in the Sport Parachutist, 
th is  m oney to go to the BPA. This to  be e ffective  in the June issue.

Item 38
The C ouncil unan im ously endorsed the Secretary General's 
recom m endation to hold the A G M /D inne r Dance at the Centre 
Hotel on 4 /5  January 1980. The menu to  be that produced as (i) 
on the c ircu la r sent to  all C ounc il M em bers on 23rd February 
1979. The cost o f ticke ts  to  be d iscussed at a later date.

Item 39
NATIONALS — PRIZE PRESENTATION
W. J. Meacock had w ritten  to  M ajor General W ilson, who 
te lephoned to apo logise fo r not rep ly ing  earlier as he had m islaid 
the o rig ina l letter. M ajor General W ilson in tim ated tha t he w ould 
be de ligh ted  to  be present to  present the prizes at the National 
C ham pionships. The C ounc il agreed tha t in add ition  to  M ajor 
General W ilson being invited to  the N ationals several o ther 
people m ight like to  be present. The C om petition  C om m ittee is to 
draw  up the list.

Item 40
HISTORY OF PARACHUTING
G. C. P. Shea-Sim onds gave some background on the proposed 
pub lica tion  of the  H is to ry  o f Parachuting. It was proposed by G.
C. P. Shea-S im onds and seconded by D. O rton that the 
A ssocia tion buy in 500 copies o f the proposed pub lica tion  fo r 
resale via c lubs and members. For 15 Aga inst 1 M otion  Carried.

Item 41
AFFILIATIONS
a) Metropolitan Police Club. G. L illy  put the case fo rw ard  fo rth e  

a ffilia tion  app lica tion  o f the M etropo litan  Police Club. 
Proposed by D. O rton. Seconded by T. Lew ing ton , tha t the 
M etropo litan Police C lub  be a fforded a ffilia tio n  to the BPA. 
Carried Unanim ously.

b) Glenrothes. Proposed by G. C. P. Shea-S im onds. Seconded 
by J. L. Thom as that the G lenro thes C lub  be afforded 
a ffilia tion  of the BPA. Carried Unanim ously.

Item 42
BPA SCHOLARSHIP COURSES
It was agreed in  p rinc ip le  tha t the BPA shou ld  fund  scholarship 
courses, and that the num bers be increased from  6 to 12. An 
app lica tion  fo r C oach ing G rant A id be made to the Sports 
C ouncil, and sponsorsh ip  be obtained if possible. A lso that the 
form  of app lica tion  be amended to  a llow  m ore positive 
in fo rm a tion  to be e lic ited  from  CCI's. However the fina l decision 
be deferred un til a costings exercise cou ld  be carried ou t by the 
NCSO and the Secretary General.

Item 43
EDITORS EXPENSES — SPORT PARACHUTIST
It was proposed by J. G. S tarling  and seconded by D. Prince that 
the ed ito ria l expenses fo r Sport Parachutists be increased from  
£75 to £100. C arried  Unanim ously.

Item 44
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL
The Secretary General b rought the C o u n c il’s a ttention  to the 
c ircu la r on the respons ib ilities  o f the Secretary General o f the 
BPA and stated tha t he w ou ld  update th is  in a few m onths time. D.
I. W augh m entioned tha t he was pleased to see the 
com m unica tion  tha t existed between the Secretary General and 
C ounc il Members, C ounc il was in agreement.

Item 45

JOB DESCRIPTION OF SECRETARY GENERAL
The C ouncil accepted the job  descrip ton com piled and 
presented by the Secretary General. Proposed by D. I. Waugh. 
Seconded by W. J. Meacock. C arried Unanim ously.

Item 46 
STAFF
a) The Secretary General b rought C ounc il's  a ttention  to  the fact

28



that D. Peacock had now com ple ted the p roba tionary period 
of em p loym ent and should be granted perm anent status. 
Proposed by G. C. P. Shea-S im onds. Seconded by D. I. 
W augh. C arried  Unanim ously,

b) Miss. S. Sam bhi had now  com ple ted her 3 m onths 
p roba tiona ry  period o f em ploym ent. Proposed by G. C. P. 
Shea-S im onds and seconded by J. L. Thom as that Miss 
Sam bh i’s sa lary now  be increased from  £1,560 per annum  to 
£1,724 per annum  w ith e ffect from  the 1st April. Carried 
U nanim ously.
The Secretary General .agreed to  p roduce a list o f all staff 
show ing th e ir  salaries and the po in ts  on the scale w here they 
were placed.

Item 47
A.O.B.
The C hairm an exp la ined the s itua tion  regard ing the ou tcom e of 
the Industria l T ribuna l, and b rought C ouncil's  a ttention to  the 
award made by the T ribuna l o f £2,200 to  the ex Secretary 
General.
It was proposed by G. C. P. Shea-S im onds seconded by D. O rton 
that th is  C ounc il endorse the C ha irm an ’s statem ent that he sent 
to  a ll o f C ounc il Members. This statem ent w ill be published in fu ll 
in the Magazine.

“W. Paul Industrial Tribunal”
At the com ple tion  of the hearing yesterday, the threem an tribuna l 
found fo r Mr. Paul and awarded damages re lating to  loss of 
incom e and the d iffe rence between his old and new salary 
am ounting  to  about £2,200. Peter M itche ll and I gave evidence fo r 
the A ssocia tion and a barrister and Jim  C rocker represented. 
Having given long and care fu l th o ug h t to  the entire  sub ject I am 
more than ever convinced that the decis ions reached by the 
C ounc il at the Meetings o f the 14th and 18th of Septem ber last 
year were correct, honourab le  and fa ir, and that the decis ion of 
the tribuna l has not shaken that be lie f” . Carried Unanim ously. 
Trophies for POPS
It was suggested that the A ssocia tion donate a 'fun ' cup fo r the 
POPS C om petition .

Special Projects
G. C. P. Shea-S im onds reported on the in itia l meeting o f the 
A via tion  Instructo rs Conference. Each d isc ip line  w ill give a ta lk 
on its own systems, fo llow ed by a forum  to discuss the problem s 
etc. The main conference w ill be held in about November 
possib ly at B irm ingham  or Bisham Abbey. The C ounc il w ill be 
kept in form ed of developm ents.

Fred Elliott records a 9-Man over Headcorn.

29



30



BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION
SAFETY AND TRAINING COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 14th MARCH 1979

held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester

PRESENT
J. C rocker C hairm an
D. Peacock NCSO
C. Shea-S im onds C o-opted
P. S la ttery ECPC
M. W inw ood LIFFT
J. H. H itchen S heffie ld
W. J. M eacock PPC
D. O rton Staffs
R. W illis RAFSPA
E. H artley LBFFC
E. Lew ington Red Devils
P. A. H ick W & WPC
P. H ibberd H alfpenny Green
P. Young RSA
N. Law MFFC
A. C handler RCT
J. Sharpies MPC
A. K n ight NCPC
W. Barnes TWPC
D. Turner NCPC
D. Prince NWPC
D. M cC arthy HPC
A. C o llingw ood Headcorn
L. St. John BPC
(SERVERS
J. Dunleavy J. Davis
D. T. H ick ling J. Peck
D. Gays E. Royle
D. Hennessy J. H artley
D. Howerski N. Chapman
D. Parker S. Thom as
J. D iam ond R. H icks
C. Donaldson B. N. Bennett
L. K inbrum C. Boden
J. Sanders J. C urtis
P. C urtis D. G ardner
P. W alters D. Cox
J. Thomas P T Ledwards
G. Evans P. Byrne

Before the start o f the m eeting, the question o f accom m odation 
was raised. In add ition  to  the 24 m em bers o f the com m ittee 
present there were some 54 observers. This led to serious 
overcrow ding and d iscom fo rt and the NCSO was asked to 
arrange an a lternative venue fo r fu tu re  meetings. A ccord ing ly , 
the next meeting o f the STC w ill take place on Thursday 3 May 
1979 at 1900 hours in the W yggeston room  o f the Leicester Post 
House, B raunstone Lane East. The Post House is s ituated on the 
rig h t of the  A46 at the firs t set o f tra ffic  ligh ts  after leaving the M1 
at ex it 21 and heading tow ards the C ity  Centre.

Item 1
JUDITH WILLARD — FATALITY REPORT
In fo rm ation  on th is  fa ta lity  has been te lephoned from  USPA and 
a com pleted report was to  be available fo r  the next meeting.

Item 2
OPERATIONAL AND TRAIN ING  PROCEDURES AT LANGAR

1. Three spec ific  com pla in ts  on th is  sub ject had been received. 
Details o f these com pla in ts  together w ith  correspondence 
a ris ing there from  had been c ircu la ted  to  members. This 
dossier had not, however, been forw arded to  the 
representative of the Langar m em bership Mr. David 
G ardner, as prom ised. A cco rd ing ly , d iscussion on the 
sub ject was postponed un til the  next m eeting, before w hich 
the fo llo w in g  m ust be taken.
a) O rig ina l Dossier fo rw arded to Mr. David Gardner.
b) A dd itiona l m ateria l re ferring  to  the TYSON accident to  

be c ircu la ted  to  mem bers and to Mr. Gardener.
c) NCSO was to v is it Langar to  observe a course in 

progress.

2 CCI Langar — application by Dean Fisher.An app lica tion  by 
Dean Fisher, BPA Approved Instructo r, to  act as CCI Langar 
— quote: “ fo r a tem porary period un til such tim e when a fu ll 
tim e CCI is appo in ted ” was considered by the m eeting. It was 
proposed by C. Shea-Sim onds and seconded by E. Lew ington 
that such exem ption be granted. Carried by 14 votes to  8. The 
NCSO was to w rite  to  Dean F isher in fo rm ing  him o f the 
decis ion and rem ind ing him of the trus t placed in him  by the 
Associa tion  in th is  som ewhat sensitive appointm ent.

3 CCI status — A. G. Kelly. A le tter o f app lica tion  to  be granted 
CCI status in o rder to  fo rm  a c lub  in N orthern  Ireland by A. G 
Kelly was read to the meeting.
Tony Kelly had been involved in Sport Parachuting since 1964 
and held an Ins truc to r Rating to r two years from  1969-1971. 
Since March 1978 he had been involved fu ll tim e in the sport 
and had jum ped extensively in the UK and in the USA. He had 
successfu lly  com ple ted a PI Course in Novem ber 1978 and, 
a fte r having worked fu ll tim e at B ritish  Skysports B rid ling ton  
from  three months, had qua lified  as Approved Ins truc to r in 
February 1979. It was his in ten tion  to  establish P a rachu ting^s 
a sport in N orthern Ireland and to locate a su itab le  DZ there. 
The com m ittee were impressed by the tho rough  m anner in 
w hich Tony Kelly had carried out his se lf-im posed 
program m e and by his ded ication .
It was proposed by D. M cC arthy and seconded by J. Laing 
that the exem ption be granted. Carried 21-1.

Item 3
Q UALIFICATION S TO USE HAND-DEPLOY SYSTEMS
A paper on th is  sub ject p roduced by D. O rton was studied by the 
m eeting. A fte r d iscussion regard ing the des irab ility  of 
in troduc ing  leg is la tion on the matter, it was proposed by T. 
H artley and seconded by D. O rton that au thorisa tion  fo r jum pers 
of Cat. 8 to  use and dep loy systems shou ld  be entered in a 
jum pers log book and signed b y th e C C I. Carried by 20 vo tes to2 .

Item 4
Q UALIFICATION S TO  JUMP RAM-AIR CANOPIES
A paper on th is  sub ject produced by J. H itchen, and previously 
c ircu la ted  to  mem bers was discussed. It was fin a lly  proposed by 
J. H itchen and seconded by C. Shea-S im onds that the fo llow ing  
c rite ria  should app ly:
1. BPA C ategory 9.
2. M in im um  of 25 round high perform ance canopy jum ps.
3. C C I’s w ritten  authorisa tion  in log book after tho rough 
b rie fin g /in trod u c tio n  had been given.
4. Five fam ilia risa tion  R am -A ir Descents before any fu rthe r 
progression w ith in  the Category System is made.
5. A m in im um  o f 20 Ram A ir jum ps before being a llow ed to take 
part in dem onstrations using the canopy.
That BSRs Sec. 10.14d be deleted and the fo rego ing  inserted. 
C arried by 16 votes to  6.

Item 5
P R O P O S E D  C H A N G E S  T O  S T U D E N T  R E S E R V E  
PROCEDURES
D iscussion centred around th is  proposal from  W. J. M eacock and 
a le tter on the sub ject by the NCSO — previously  d istribu ted. 
John Meacock gave details o f a test carried out at Sibson in which 
a dum m y fitted  w ith an I24 reserve w ith  k icker spring and AOD 
resulted in a fau ltless reserve deploym ent. The proposal was that 
the cu rren t reserve d rills  o f ‘pu ll and th ro w ’ be superseded by 
'pu ll and punch ’ — all reserves being fitted  w ith K icker Springs. 
John Meacock fe lt that, w ith  such m odified equipm ent, greater 
opportun ity  w ould  be a fforded to students to  p ractice  reserve 
dep loym ents in tra in ing  and tha t the essentials of the d rill — i.e 
pu lling  the handle — cou ld  be practised a m uch greater num ber 
o f tim es w ith  a co rrespond ing ly  increased effectiveness o f the 
learn ing process.
It was fe lt that there was still in su ffic ien t in fo rm ation  on the 
effectiveness of ‘pu ll and punch' w ith  a k icker spring reserve in a 
b lown — periphery m alfunction  s itua tion , pa rticu la rly  if such was
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accom panied by a rota tion . John Meacock agreed to carry out 
fu rth e r tests on the equ ipm ent in a fu ll canopy s itua tion  and to 
report back to the Com m ittee.

Item 6
PROPOSED CHANGE TO JUMPMASTER RESPONSIBILITIES  
(BSRs Sec 3.6)
Aris ing out of the hangup inc iden t at H a lfpenny Green, the 
question of responsib ilities fo r flig h t line  checks o f S tudent 
Parachutists was considered by the m eeting. A fte r d iscussion of 
various a lternatives it was proposed by R. W illis  and seconded by
D. O rton tha t Sec. 3.6 be amended as fo llo w s :
Delete para 6 in to to  and insert "An Ins truc to r (or PI) appointed 
by the CCI is responsib le  fo r inspecting all S tudent Parachutists 
of the lift im m edia te ly  before em planing and ensuring that 
Experienced Parachutists have inspected each o ther” , Appendix 
E stet. The proposal was carried unanim ously.

Item 7
IN C ID EN T REPORTING CRITERIA
In o rde r to  standard ise reporting  criteria , the w ord ing  in the 
Instructo rs Manual under the Inc ident Procedures Section be 
amended as fo llow s :
Para 2.c delete 'serious in ju ry ’.
Substitu te  ‘severe in ju ry '.
This brings the w ord ing  in to line w ith Sec 25 1.b (2) of BSRs and 
there fore  provides that any in ju ry  necessitating detention in 
hosp ita l fo r 2 weeks or m ore MUST be the sub ject of an incident 
report.
It is also to  be noted that the  home te lephone num ber o f the 
Secretary General, w ho is to  be contacted in the event of a fa ta lity  
is to  read Oakham (0572) 3612, Desford (04 557) 3515 is to  be 
deleted.

Item 8
RIGGERS PAPER ON TSO
The fo llow ing  actions are to be taken.
1. R iggers m eeting to be convened at 1400 hours on Thursday 
3rd May at K im berley House.
2. The paper produced by J. L. Thom as and J. H iley to  be 
c ircu la ted  to  all riggers and the ir a ttendance at th is  meeting 
invited.
3. M inutes o f th is  m eeting be c ircu la ted  to  STC mem bers fo r 
d iscussion.
Item 9
INSTRUCTOR COURSE 1-79 REPORT
Salient po in ts o f the report were read out by the NCSO. In the 
case o f B. Nelson-W est, w ho had been the sub ject of an 
am biguously worded report from  his CCI it was agreed that his 
fina l qua lifica tion  as an Ins truc to r be dependent on an 
independent report to  be subm itted by CCI Netheravon as to  his 
su ita b ility  in the despatch ing and operationa l role. These aspects 
cou ld  not be assessed by the Exam iners on his fina l Course 
because weather cond itions  had precluded any fly ing .
The C om m ittee sym path ised w ith  B. Nelson-W est concern ing 
the position  in w hich he had been placed and the NCSO was to 
w rite  an approp ria te  le tte r to  him. In add ition , CCIs were 
rem inded of the ir responsib ilites in the reporting  system in that 
all reports whould  be a) based on accurate  know ledge o f the 
ind iv idua l’s perform ance du ring  the PI period and b) subm itted at 
least 10 days before the fina l exam course. The report was 
accepted and the awards of Instructor, Advanced Ins truc to r and 
Exam iner grad ings endorsed.

Item 10
RECIPROCITY OF INSTRUCTOR RATINGS W ITH THE 
CANADIAN SPA
Details of Ins truc to r Q ua lifica tions of CSPA were read to the 
meeting. It was established that CSPA Ins truc to r ratings A, Band 
C were broad ly equ iva lent to  ou r own PI, Approved and 
Advanced Ins truc to r ratings respectively. It was agreed that 
Canadian Ins truc to r ratings class B and C be accepted as 
equiva lent to  BPA Ins truc to r ratings, sub ject to  a s tandard isation 
checkout of any ind iv idua l concerned by a BPA Advanced 
Instructor. The NCSO was to  reply to  CSPA in fo rm ing  them  of 
th is  decision.

Item 11 
INCIDENTS
1 Hang up at Peterborough 24th February. A report on th is

inc iden t was given to  the m eeting by W. J. Meacock and 
co rrobora ted  by C. Shea-Sim onds. A firs t tim e student had 
been hung up outs ide the a irc ra ft w ith  the rigg ing  lines 
partia lly  deployed and snagged round the dep loym ent bag. 
Having shown his awareness of the s itua tion  the student had 
been cutaw ay by the jum pm aster and successfu lly  deployed 
his reserve and landed safely.
The equ ipm ent was exam ined on 26th February by the NCSO 
and R. O ’Brien o f the Peterborough Parachute C e n treand the  
fo llo w in g  conc lus ions were reached:
Equipment. Irvin PX O uter C onta iner. B4 harness Irvin 
m anufactured S port dep loym ent bag w ith  centre base tie. C9 
DL Canopy. S teering lines attached to  appropria te  
suspension lines w ith  bow line  knot.
Exam ination of the equ ipm ent revealed severe searing on five 
suspension lines approx 30 inches from  the connecto r links 
on one side correspon'd ing w ith  searing on the top  r igh t hand 
side of the bag.
The th ird  e lastic bungee from  the bottom  on the le ft hand side 
of the bag was severely damaged but not broken.
There was a runn ing  end 1/4"  long of the bow line  attaching 
the left steering line to  the suspension line. From these facts it 
was concluded tha t the le ft set o f lines had been m om entarily  
retained in th is  bungee during  the line dep loym ent phase by 
the knot snagging the bungee, w h ils t the r igh t set o f lines had 
been deployed norm ally. The loop form ed by th is  uneven 
dep loym ent had locked around the to p  o f the  bag, thus 
e ffective ly  ha lting the dep loym ent process.
It is recom m ended that steering lines should be zig zag 
stitched on to  the appropria te  suspension line or, if bow lined 
on, that the runn ing  end be secured by ligh tw e igh t adhesive 
tape to  obviate the poss ib ility  o f snagging.

2. Wickenby. A le tter expressing concern over the am ount of 
revisionary g round tra in ing  given to a student parachu tis t at 
W ickenby had been received. It was stated tha t the student 
concerned had received a fractu red  vertebra on landing. 
The CCI W ickenby, J. H itchen, stated
a) that a fu ll a fte rnoon had been devoted to  revis ionary 

g round tra in ing  o f the student in question.
b) that after the heavy landing he had insisted on the 

student go ing  to  hospita l fo r a checkup despite  her in itia l 
d is inc lina tion  to  do so.

c) That the hospita l had not deemed it necessary to  adm it 
the jum per and had diagnosed her co nd ition  as being 
m erely w inded.

In view o f the fac t that th is m atter had been b rough t to  the 
a ttention  o f the  STC at short notice it was decided to re fe rthe  
m atter to  the next meeting. The NCSO was to  w rite  to  the 
com pla inan t to  th is effect.

Item 12 
EXEMPTIONS

1. D. Parchm ent (D 2104) to  make sta tic line  descents from  
1200’ AGL.
Dave Parchm ent is to  make an a ttem pt on the W orld 24 
hour record on 19th June at the Hereford Parachute C lub. He 
requested th is  exem ption in o rder to  reduce canopy time.
It was decided that BSRs 14.5c be app lied in th is  instance. 
Proposed by D. O rton and seconded by D. M cC arthy that 
the ex it he ight be such that the main canopy be fu lly  
deployed by 1500' AGL.
Carried by 19 votes to  3 D. M cC arthy stated tha t if, his 
op in ion , the jum per was to reach a state of fa tigue  w hich 
rendered fu rth e r jum ps unsafe he w ou ld  o rde r the attem pt to 
be aborted.

2. S. Knipe — extension o f PI rating by 3 m onths. Th is  request 
was approved.

3. J. G o ldsw orthy — extension o f PI rating un til May 1979.
It was decided tha t in view o f his extended absence fo r 
practica l in s truc tion  he attend the May PI course as a 
refresher and that he be exam ined at a later date.

4. F. Fonfe — reinsta tem ent as PI having lapsed in August 
1977.
It was stated by D. M cC arthy tha t the app lican t w ou ld  be 
w ork ing  at weekends at the HPC w ith im m ediate e ffect and 
that he supported the app lica tion  unreservedly. The 
app lica tion  was granted.
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Item 13
BANNING OF PARACHUTISTS

1. Wendy Miller. The ban im posed by S TC on A pril 181978 was 
due to exp ire  on M arch 18 1979. It was agreed that W endy 
M ille r be a llow ed to  recom m ence jum p ing  in the UK w ith 
im m ediate effect, having been favourab ly assessed as to  her 
parachu ting  capab ility  by CCI Netheravon.

2. Laurel Kinbrum. This jum per had been suspended from  
jum p ing  at the  Z ephyrh ills  DZ by the CCI Jim  Hooper fo r the 
rem ainder o f her stay as she had cutaway from  a PC 
m a lfunction  and had been unable to  operate her reserve, 
w h ich  had been opened by the AOD. In add ition, Jim  
Hooper stated that the jum per lost con tro l in free fa ll when in 
c lose p rox im ity  to  ano ther jum per.
Laurel K inbrum  stated that she was unable to  pu ll the 
reserve because the be lly  band was loose and of 
unsa tis facto ry design.
Logbook entries, reproduced at Annex A to  these m inutes 
show too  rapid p rogression fo r a Cat. 7 jum per (Jum ps Nos. 
96, 97, 98, 99 and 100). She had not done any track ing  
exercises tow ard  Cat. 8 before being in troduced to RW and 
PC jum p ing  (jum ps 100, 101 & 104).
R. W illis , CCI RAFSPA stated tha t in his op in ion  the jum per 
requ ired a lo t o f a ttention  — Jum ps 71-96 at Weston on the 
Green.
Photstat logbook entries and Cat. card entries are 
reproduced at Annexes A and B o f these m inutes fo r  the 
a ttention  of CCIs. Laurel K inbrum  is to  be allowed to ; 
con tinue  jum p ing  at the d iscre tion  of any CCI concerned.

Item 14
PREVIOUS M INUTES AND MATTERS ARISING ITEM 3.
Copies o f the proposed revised app lica tion  form s fo r Approved 
and Advanced Packing C ertificates were presented to  the 
m eeting by the NCSO. It was agreed tha t these revised standards 
be accepted and that the appropria te  packing certifica tes be 
drawn up. In add ition , the words
"N B This ce rtifica te  is issued in respect of the holders equipm ent. 
It is not necessarily au tho rity  to  pack parachutes fo r use by a 
second party. It may, however, be used as such au tho rity  at the 
d iscre tion  of a C lub Chief Ins truc to r” be incorpora ted  in the 
certifica te . The previous m inutes were then approved.
Item 15
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1. Application by amputee (1 leg) to make parachute descents 
into water.
This app lica tion  was to  be referred to  the BPA Medical 
Adviser. The C om m ittee d id  not concu r w ith  the action of 
the  GP w ho signed the o rig ina l m edical certifica te . W hilst 
perhaps m edica lly  valid, it was considered an unacceptable 
risk from a practica l parachuting  standpoin t.

2. Austrialian PI. An Austra lian jum per, E. M cKie, having been
12 years in the sport and having made som e 1300 descents 
was to  be a llow ed to attend the next PI course a fter w ork ing 
at B ritish  Skysports w ith  Eric Finney.
Eric F inney was to make w ritten  app lica tion  on his behalf.

Steve Freedman took this photo of Chris and Derek Thomas with Tim Kirkstead-Moore over Grindale during our recent 
long cold winter.
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION
SAFETY AND TRAINING COMMITTEE MEETING, THURSDAY 3rd MAY 1979

held at Post House, Leicester
PRESENT

J. C rocker Chairm an
D. Peacock NCSO
D. O rton Staffs
I. Lou ttit DISC
N. Law M anchester
A. Chandler RCT
P. Young RSA
J. Barnes TWPC
D. Prince NWPC
L. St. John BPC
D. H ick ling H alfpenny Green
P. S lattery EC PC
E. Hartley LBFFC
M. W inwood LIFFT
C. Shea-Sim onds C o-opted
J. Laing A PA
W. J. Meacock PPC
A. G. Knight NCPC
A. C o llingw ood Headcorn

3SERVERS
J. L. Thom as J. N icko lls
G. Shone S. Talbot
I. Robertson H. C urtis
J. H iley /R /ggers  Com m ittee)B . Nelson-W est
A. Young D. Turner
T. Butler G. Tyson
P. W alters J. D iam ond
E. Cooper S. Robertson
D. M atchett D. G ardner
D. M cC ullough A. H ick ling
J. Sanders C. Boden
J. G. Peck A. J. Keoghan
B. Jones J. Hartley

APOLOGIES
P. Padley

Item 1
OPERATIONAL AND TRAIN ING  PROCEDURES — LANGAR
The Chairm an prefaced the d iscussion by stating tha t in his view 
the essence of the con troversy was the unsupported a llegations 
of three student parachutists. He fe lt that it w ou ld  be a departure 
from  precedent and good p ractice  to take the version of 
inexperienced jum pers in preference to  that of a CCI. C. Shea- 
S im onds reiterated STC po licy  tha t the C h ie f Ins truc to r should 
be supported. There fo llow ed a d iscussion as to alleged 
im balance in the ins truc to r/s tuden t ratio. C. Shea-Sim onds 
stated that, once again, there  was a co n flic t o f evidence and that 
the overrid ing considera tion  must be that the Association 
active ly con tinue  to  help student parachuting at Langar and be 
seen to  be so doing. This view met w ith general agreem ent and 
the m atter was deemed to be closed. W ith regard to  Mrs. C. 
Tyson, w ho suffered a broken leg and was one of the org ina l 
com pla inants, it was decided that the NCSO should w rite  a 
p lacatory letter.

Item 2
RIGGERS PAPER
A brie f report on the riggers m eeting held earlier in thea fte rnoon  
was given by the NCSO. The Riggers C om m ittee was to  be 
reconstitu ted w ith  Advanced Riggers as vo ting  members and I. 
Lou ttit and J. N icko lls  as co-opted members. The NCSO was to 
be Chairman.
D iscussion had centred round the in troduc tion  of a British 
Technican Standards O rder based on a paper produced by J. L. 
Thomas. Further papers had been produced by J N icko lls  and G. 
Shone. It was decided that a BTSO was desirable but should be 
o p t io n a l to  r ig g e rs /e q u ip m e n t  m a n u fa c tu re rs .  T he  
im plem entation of the system was to  be decided at the next 
m eeting in view of the tw o  fu rthe r papers.
W ith regard to the reporting  procedure, it was fe lt tha t C ouncil 
should decide w hether the riggers should report d irec t o r go 
th rough the STC. J. L. Thom as stated that, in his view, the riggers

should go th rough STC provided tha t STC gave due and carefu l 
considera tion  to  decis ions reached by the riggers com m ittee. He 
was reassured on th is  po in t by the Chairm an. The next riggers 
m eeting was scheduled fo r the a fternoon of the next STC 
m eeting : the papers by G. Shone and J. N icko lls were to be 
c ircu la ted  to  Advanced R iggers fo rco n s id e ra tio n  by the meeting.

Item 3 
INCIDENTS
1. Wickenby

The question of the student in ju ry  had been satis fac torily  
dealt w ith  by the CCI at the last meeting. The NCSO was to 
w rite  to the com pla inan t an exp lanatory letter.

2. Peterborough — M alfunction  o f staged dep loym ent student 
freefa ll system.
The incident, w h ich  had been the sub ject of two safety 
notices,was described by W. J. M eacock. The stitched over 
end of the  b rid le  cord  had snagged in the shock cord  and the 
p ilo t chute had rem ained in tow. A ll brid les at the 
Peterborough Parachute Centre had now been m odified to 
ensure that there were no overlapp ing ends to snag.
S. Talbot then made the fo llo w in g  points:
a) The con ta ine r was an item  o f BPA approved equipm ent, 

after a design o rig in a lly  subm itted by J. Hiley.
b) The brid le  cord  in question  was not supp lied by himself.
c) The o rig ina l safety no tice  was non-specific  and 

appeared to place undue blame on his equipment.
He requested tha t a fu ll no tice  o f the inc iden t be placed in 
the next issue o f the journa l. This notice  w ould  be drafted by 
himself. This was agreed.
J. L. Thom as recom m ended that w ith  th is  type o f staged 
dep loym ent system  a 4' b rid le  w ith stitched down ends be 
used.
The m eeting agreed tha t a Packing Check be incorporated 
to apply to  staged dep loym ent free fa ll systems Viz: Before 
positioning the extractor the bridle cord is to be checked for 
free running.
Parachute log cards to  be amended accord ing ly .

Item 4
EXEMPTIONS
1. E. Royle to  attend fina l exam course — Agreed.
2. N. Harrison to  attend PI course — Agreed.
3. J. M atchett to  attend fina l course — Rejected.
4. P. T. Ledwards to  attend Septem ber PI course — 22 m onths 

in the sport. Recommended by A.G. K n igh t — agreed.
5. W endy Jordan — p ilo t exem ption from  10 hour on type  rule. 

105 hours PI 5 hours on type. Proposed by P. S la ttery — 
agreed.

Item 5
STUDENT RESERVE KICKER SPRING
W. J. Meacock described a program m e o f 12 test jum ps carried 
out at the Peterborough Parachute Centre. The reserve w ith 
K icker Spring had been successfu lly  dep loyed on each occasion 
w h ils t descending under a fu ll main canopy w ith  a descent rate of
16-17.5fps. The d rill used was to  pull the reserve handle and to 
a llow  the spring to e ject the canopy. To fac ilita te  fu ll e jection  of 
the canopy the three line stowages before the periphery had been 
made in free bungees.
The stated advantages were
a) The s im p lifica tion  o f the existing  drill.
b) The e lim ina tion  o f pack closures.
c) Positive exposure of the peripheral band to the a irflow .
J. Meacock then requested the perm ission of STC to vary the 
standard recom m ended reserve d rills  and to  teach the new 
procedure using the m od ified  reserves.
This request was granted w ith  the proviso that the student 
tra in ing  record cards be annotated to the e ffect that the 
ind iv idua ls had been tra ined in th is method. The Chairm an 
fu rthe r expressed the thanks of the m eeting to  W. J. M eacock fo r 
his p ioneering w ork in th is  fie ld.
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Item 6
RESERVE TIEDOW NS
W. J. M eacock raised the question  of the po ten tia l danger of free- 
runn ing reserve tiedow ns, i.e. not s titched to the reserve 
container. This in the ligh t of the S trathallan fa ta lity  and the 
d iff ic u lty  experienced by Mrs. K inbrum  at Z ephyrills  in operating  
the reserve fo llo w in g  a cutaway. A fu rth e r area of potentia l 
hazard was the large lipped a lliga to r clips. The meeting agreed 
that all in s truc to rs  shou ld  pay special a ttention  to these items 
and be aware of the inheren t dangers of a loose reserve 
container.

Item 7
CUTAWAY DRILLS REVISION
In connection  w ith  the previous item, W. J. Meacock also raised 
the po in t “ W hich is the lesser evil, a ttem pting  to  pu ll the reserve 
ripcord  w ith  one hand a fte r try ing  to  cover the capewells, or 
dep loy ing  the reserve w ith  both hands and chancing the 
capew ells catch ing  on part o f the reserve?”
The m eeting agreed that all b rie fings to  students, (whether basic 
o r advanced) on reserve procedures should emphasise the prime 
importance of getting the container open and that all o ther 
considera tions must be secondary. Apropos items 6 & 7 
therefore, the recom m endation of the Board o f Inquiry  in to  the 
S trathallan Fatality, as accepted by STC on the 19 December 
1978 were to be restated viz:
1. That all reserves be checked for ease of operation under 

adverse conditions — e.g. loose tiedowns.
2. That, in teaching cutaway drills, priority be given to 

providing counter pressure to the reserve where necessary 
rather than the covering of the capewell covers, particularly 
if this drill has been rendered superfluous by the use of R2s 
or R3s.

Item 8
LIFING OF RESERVE CANOPIES
A m arked de te rio ra tion  in the tensile  strength  o f 4 reserve 
canopies at the Leeds B radford  F F C lub  had been discovered. 
C anopies affected were IRVIN I 24 Nos. A385258, A384490, 
A386443, date o f m anufacture  being M arch 1962, and also 
GQ402202, date o f m anufacture  January 1964.
The de terio ra tion  was such that thum bs cou ld  be pushed 
th rough the m aterial. Tests carried ou t at Irvins gave the 
fo llo w in g  results.
a) The m ateria l was not contam inated.
b) The tensile  s treng th  was reduced from  an o rig ina l m in im um  

of 48lb per square inch (wrap and weft) to  between 28 and 
211b.

c) The poros ity  had not been affected.
d) The suspension lines were not affected.
B. Jones described fu rthe r tests on the m ateria l carried out at the 
Departm ent of Industria l Textiles, Leeds University. They cou ld  
find  no apparent reason fo r the de terio ra tion , Ultra v io le t 
degradation is no rm a lly  obvious and v is ib le  to  the naked eye. It 
was decided that c lubs were to  institu te  an im mediate physical 
and visual check o f reserve canopies, (“ thum b check") and in any 
cases of doubt were to  subm it the canopies to  Irvin fo r 
inspection. In any event the STC was to  be in form ed.
The NCSO was to  issue an im m ediate Safety N otice to  th is effect.

Item 9
PREVIOUS M INUTES AND MATTERS ARISING  
Item 3 — hand dep loy systems.
Further in fo rm a tion  as to po ten tia l prob lem s w ith  pull ou t p ilo t 
chutes was given by D. O rton. This was w ith  regard to the SST 
pu llou t system, inco rpo ra ting  a s tra igh t pin. In th is dep loym ent 
system, the togg le  was fastened to the base of the p ilo t chute, and 
has resulted in an in fla ted p ilo t chute  not c learing the low 
pressure area of the jum pers back. W ith the con ta ine r open, and 
canopy exposed, there exists a potentia l horseshoe,, s ituation. It 
was recom m ended that the system be m odified  by repositioning 
the toggle on-to the Top of the pilot chute as per other systems. 
In add ition , the brid le  cord  m ust not be extended in length 
beyond the m anufacturer's  spec ifica tion  except where a bag is 
used, the brid le  may be extended but on ly  so that the bag flies just 
short o f the tra iling  edge o f the canopy. C lubs were to  be 
circu la rised  w ith  th is  in fo rm ation .

Item 9 — Instruc to r rating — B. Nelson-W est.
This PI had now  been checked out on despatch ing at the APA 
Centre, it was proposed by J. Laing and seconded by C. 
Shea-Sim onds that B. Nelson-W est be accorded Ins truc to r 
status fo rth w ith ; he was then presented w ith the I ns truc to r Badge 
and C ertifica te  by the Chairman.
It was proposed by C. Shea-Sim onds and seconded by D. Orton 
that the m inutes be passed. Carried.

Item 10
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. Proposed by D. O rton that the use o f TU canopies be not 

a llow ed to  students below  Cat. 5.
This proposal fa iled  to  a ttract a seconder, it being fe lt that w ith  
certa in  larger canopies, a TU m od ifica tion  was entire ly  
appropria te . CCIs were rem inded of the ir responsib ilities as to 
the ind iscrim ina te  a lloca tion  of C9 TUs to basic students, and it 
was fe lt that th is  should remain a m atter o f CCIs descretion.
2. It was proposed by D. O rton and seconded by J. Laing that 

the reserve re-pack cyc le  be extended to 90 days. Carried by 
14-7.

3. Ram -air reserves — packing po licy.
It was proposed by C. Shea-S im onds and seconded by D. 
H ick ling  that the current s itua tion  remain unaltered, i.e. that 
these reserves be repacked on ly  by a licensed rigger 
authorised by the m anufacturer.
This was supported by 14 members.
A counter-proposa l by D. O rton, seconded by L. M elhuish, 
tha t packers coulcf be checked ou t by the r igge r in question 
was supported on ly  by one other member. The firs t proposal 
retention of the status quo un til m ore general experience 
was gained, was carried.

4. Notices
The NCSO gave notice that, because of a clash of dates w ith 
the WPC the Ins truc to r Course 3-79 w ould  now take place at 
Sibson as fo llow s:
17-21 Septem ber Exam Course 
24-28 Septem ber PI Course

5. RW Seminar — Germany
This was being conducted  by Pat W orks at M eissendorf from
12-27 May. In fo rm ation  can be obta ined from :
Herrn Hermann Schridde,
3101 Meissendorf,
West Germany.
Tel: 05056-379 
A irc ra ft — T urbo  Islander

6. NATM AC conference 9 May.
Charles Shea-Sim onds in form ed the m eeting of an MOD 
proposal to  extend M ATZ to  a rectangle 20 m iles x 5 miles, 
and to make such airspace regulatory. A ll CCIs were advised 
to check how th is  w ould a ffect the ir operations and to  in form  
the BPA. In add ition , the NCSO was to  seek representation 
on the NATM AC Com m ittee.

7. A ll in s truc to rs  were urged to w rite  to  the ir respective MPs 
w ith  reference to  the proposed a rb itra ry  increase in AVGAS 
prices.

8. C. Shea-S im onds in form ed the m eeting of the Conference 
of A via tion  Instructors, to be held on 1 O ctober at a venue to 
be arranged. Presentations were to  be made by senior 
ins truc to rs  from  the ligh t aviation, ba lloon ing , g lid ing  and 
hang g lid ing  w orlds as well as ou r own. It was fe lt that great 
value was to be obtained from  a c loser lia ison and exchange 
o f in fo rm a tion  between Instructo rs o f the various A ir Sports. 
A ll Instructo rs were urged to note the date in the ir diaries, 
fu rthe r in fo rm a tion  w ould  be c ircu la ted  c loser to  the date.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
1980

The BPA is looking for a venue for the 
1980 National Championships. Any 
suggestions to the National Coach and 

Safety Officer at the BPA Office
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Chris Goss took this spectacular photo of Peter Wilkinson over Perranporth in Cornwall.
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NORTH-WEST PARACHUTE COMPANY
Everything Parachuting Bought and Sold 

THE LOFT, 38 ROGERSFIELD, LANGHO, Nr. BLACKBURN, LANCS.
TELEPHONE 47964 (Evenings)

Prop. R. N. Atherton (B.P.A. Instr uctor and Advanced Rigger)

Designed primarily for LL’s in sleeve, our 1 Pin Student Pack will take 
Mk 1 PC types. Smaller versions for L/Weight rounds and Strato’s to your 
colour £30.00.
As used by Northwest Parachute Centre for over 12 months.
Single pin chest mount primarily Student reserve containers complete with 
risers, X-connector strap and handle to your colour choice £39.50.
Designed to almost disappear when you pull the handle — used by 
Northwest Parachute Centre.
Bargain Corner
Eagle single point release lightweight pig, black/red/gold trim £185.00. 
Strato-Cloud Conventional container with Steve Talbot harness, Black/blue 
trim, 20 jumps £70.00.
American Pap, green/white chequerboard with black tail including risers 
and sleeve, 40 jumps £150.00.
Strato-Star Cirrus Blue with 1 black and 2 white stripes, latest type in bag,
20 jumps £150.00.
252 competition model, white with red/black stripe £299.00.
Pioneer Superable Steerable reserve, used once £120.00.
2 Steve Talbot Flat pack copies, 1 black, 1 black/green trim complete with 
handles, risers, etc. £20.00 each. I24's £55.00. Jumpsuits from £20.00.
Adidas Superlites still only £20.00. Pilot chutes from £20.00. Hand deploy 
conversions from £15.00.
A ll the usual Am erican fast changing  rubbish, i f  I w rite  it  down today it  w ill be o u t o f date 
tom orrow . Repairs, Rebuilds and Custom  Designed and B u ilt to yo u r requirem ents.

Our 1 Pin Student Pack

Have you seen thru bur cover yet?
We don’t want to hide the fact that there’s another 148 full-colour 
superb photographs in this second volume of Skies Call
— now taking off round the world as the ‘hot shot’ load, 
of 21 international freefall photographers
— get your ‘in-flight viewing’ of this beautiful sequel to Volume 1

for only £10 PER COPY PLUS 75p POSTAGE.
And don't miss this incredible cover picture, as an untitled full-colour 
mini-poster, 12" x  18" wingtip to wingtip! for only 5 0 p  plus 50p postage.

SEND MONEY/CHEQUE WITH ORDER TO . . .
SKIES CALL . MARPAT MAILINGS .THE OLD PINES . EPSOM . SURREY

SKIES CAL

I  * pi

I  co\

'Please tick, or indicate quantity required for each item. Total the worth of these and add 75p to 

:over postage & packing for your book order, 50p to cover postage & packing for your poster order. 

♦ Posters and Books despatched as separate mailings. OVERSEAS BOOK MAILINGS ADD £4.

SKIES CALL Vol. 2 £10
SKIES CALL 2 COVER PICTURE- 

FULL COLOUR 12"x  18"50p  each

Please send me your colour leaflet with details/prices for 
SKIES CALL Books volumes 1 & 2 SKIES CALL Posters No's 1-8

NAME AND ADDRESS (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

L.  ~ including
Enclosed cheque/money order, value £ ______ postage, made payable to). Partington Smith. Skies Call.
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BE ONE JUMP AHEAD
with our fast mail order 
system.

All your general requirements: 
Jumpsuits, Helmets, Paraboots, 
Gloves, Altimeters, Goggles, 
French Parabags, Hot Dogs, 
Dan Poynter Manuals.

SPECIAL OFFER
Student Jumpsuits — 
Ifghtweight, plastic zips, 
standard design, red, black 
and cream — Under £20

SPORT PARA 
SERVICES LTD.
Open: W eekdays 9a.m . to 5.30p.m . 
(lunch 1 p.m. to 2p.m .). Weekends and 
after 5.30p.m . please phone in advance.

27 Fitzroy Road 
Fleet Hants

Tel: Fleet (02514) 3793

OATSHEAF
PUB

FLEET
CRICKET

CLUB

FITZROY ROAD

T U T

READING ROAD NORTH

RAILWAY
STATION

PLEASE RING FOR PRICE LIST

PARAQUIP
MINI TANDEMS £100 plus VAT
(When purchased with a new ram air canopy)

Includes 3 ring single point release and throw away pilot chute

PARA-FLITE — Cloud Lites, 
Cruisairs, Strato Flyers and 
Safety Flyers in stock.
PRICES AGAIN REDUCED 
so phone and get an unbeatable 
deal.
Wonder Hog M's in stock £199

S pecia lly  designed and 
manufactured static line and 
safety free fall equipment for 
Clubs, Students and Intermediate 
Jumpers.

Patrick leather or nylon boots, 
gloves, altimeters, pilot chutes, 
para bags, packing mats, 
goggles etc. In fact everything 
stocked for students to sky 
gods.

Full ‘Loft’ facilities for speedy repairs 
and after sales service.

Send large S.A.E. for NEW 1979 brochure and sales list to:

STEVE TALBOT (B.P.A. Advanced Rigger)
Paraquip, 42 Tennyson Road, Headless Cross, Redditch 

Worcestershire B97 5BJ
Telephone: REDDITCH 43869 or 42348 

Also available through Mr. John Meacock, Peterborough Parachute Centre or Mr. Dave Prince, N.W. Para Centre, Cark.

Dealer Enquiries W elcom ed (PARAQUIP are PARA-FLITE main agents)
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INSURANCE 
FOR PARACHUTISTS

WEST MERCIA 
INSURANCE BROKERS

High St., Wombourne, Nr. Wolverhampton WV5
Tel: Wombourne 892661 (STD 0902)

PARACHUTING: Preaching the joy of 
flying; the proven path 
to perfect flight. Clearly 
illustrated. RW’s standard 
reference text; worldwide 
best seller. 4th printing, 
revised.

£4.25
Availab le from  the 

BPA O ffice or 
Skysports

RWu
1656 Beechwood Avenue 
Fullerton, C a lifo rn ia  92635

SPOTTER
AN INTERNATIO NAL PARACHU TING  NEW SMAGAZINE 

O R IG INATING  IN THE NORTHEAST USA

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

$12 — AIRMAIL

654 Washington Street, Braintree,
MA 02184, U.S.A.

YOUR AVIATION LIBRARY IS NOT COMPLETE
IF Y O U D O  N O T R E G U LAR LY  RECEIVE 

A N D  READ A  CO PY OF

. .PARACHUTIST"
th e  w o rld ’s la rges t m o n th ly  p a ra ch u tin g  m agazine  a nd  the  o ff ic ia l p u b lic a tio n  
o f the  U n ited  S ta tes P arach u te  A sso c ia tio n . F irs t in th e  fie ld  w ith  news o f para ­
ch u tin g  a c tiv it ie s  s k yd iv in g  e q u ip m e n t and  te ch n iqu e s , sa fe ty  p rocedures , 
advance  n o tice  o f m eets and re su lta ts  o f c o m p e tit io n  ju m p in g . Be up to  date, 
kn ow  a b o u t the  la test advancem en ts  in  p ro fe ss io na l and re c re a tio n a l para ­
c h u tin g  in the  U .S .A . and  a ro un d  the  w o rld . E n jo y  see ing  p rize  w in n in g  p h o to ­
g raphs  o f pa rach u tis ts  in a c tio n . A ll th is  and m ore. Send ch eck  o r m oney o rd e r 
fo r  $11 fo r  a ye a r’s s u b s c r ip tio n  ($40 fo r  a ir  rates).

UNITED STATES PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
806 15th Street, NW., Suite 444, Washington DC 20005, USA

PARA WEAR 
BY

STEPHENSON

JUMPSUITS OF QUALITY
COTTON DRILL FABRIC 

FULL LENGTH BRASS ZIPS

COLOURS
RED, BLUE, WHITE, BLACK, 
YELLOW OR TWO COLOUR 

COMBINATION

SIZES
SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE and 

EXTRA LARGE

£19.50
FREE U.K. POSTAGE

PHONE, WRITE OR CALL:-
Stevie Stephenson
Lancaster
The Ham
Durrington
Salisbury
Wilts SP48HW
Tel: 0980 52906

WE ARE SITUATED APPROX. 
4,000 METRES SOUTH OF 

NETHERAVON DZ BUT 
IF YOU ARE CALLING WE 

WOULD PREFER YOU CAME 
BY ROAD— THE A345



B I N D E R S

A c o m p le te  e n c y c lo p a e d ia  
a n d  T e c h n ic a l M a n u a l 
in v a lu a b le  to  a l l  R ig g e rs  
C lubs  a n d  a d v a n c e d  
te c h n ic a l p a ra c h u t is t  
in  g e n e ra l 

SPORT PARA SERVICES
27 F IT Z R O Y  R O A D  FLE E T H A N T S  Tel: F lee t 3793

in handsome leather 
cloth w ith gold blocked 
name plate on spine, to 
take copies of your SPORT 
PARACHUTIST and USPA 
PARACHUTIST magazines

C o p ie s  o p e n  H a l a n d  ca n  
b e  re m o v e d  u n m a rk e d  
as re q u ire d

£3.00 in c l. p /p  & VAT
Also available
DAN POYNTERS fabulous 
THE PAR AC H U TE M A N U A L

Give it the right 
accident cover 

for as little as £2 per £1000
Parachute Personal A cc iden t Schem e from  as little  as £2 
per £1000 or £5 per £1000 fo r fu ll cover inc lud ing  weekly 
benefits and a po licy  o f pa rticu la r in terest to  the self- 
em ployed.
We are specia list insurance brokers fo r parachu ting  and 
aviation and have available special schemes fo r Life 
Assurance and Permanent Health Insurance.
W rite o r te lephone fo r details o f you r spec ific  requirem ents.

GLADWELL QREENHILL (Insurance Brokers) Ltd., 
Specialist insurance brokers for 
parachuting and aviation 
178-179 Piccadilly, London W1V OOP.
Telephone: 01-409 0434.

Direct from Europe’s 
Largest Manufacturer

W RITE OR PHONE T O D A Y ____
FOR BRITISH PARA VENTURES’ 1978 BROCHURE

A Multitude of colours and designs including 
the new ‘DENIM’ range 

and starring . . . the

“ the ultimate in controllable lift”

USED BY THE 1977 BRITISH FOUR MAN TEAM
AT WORLD RELATIVE MEET

‘The best suits we've ever worn'
(Ray Willis) 4 man British Team Captain

For brochure contact:

BRITISH PARA VENTURES
14d BRICKFIELDS ROAD, WORCESTER  

or Telephone Worcester 25983 or 24203 (Office Hours) 
or Worcester 51690 (Evenings or Weekends)
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SKYSPORTS LTD.
Parachute Equipment Sales •  Full Rigging Service •  Aircraft Lease

LOWEST PRICES IN THE SPORT
Before buying check you are buying at the 

BEST CUSTOMER PRICE
SQUARES PIGGY BACK SYSTEMS
PARA-FLITE, G.Q., FOILS WONDERHOG ......................... ... £209

7 Cells ......................... ... from £398 CLASSIFLYER ......................... ... £199
5 Cells ......................... ... from £280 RACER ............................................... ... £185

WHICH ONE? CALL US AND WE WILL EAGLE ............................................... ... £195
ADVISE YOU

RESERVES
26ft LoPo with 4-line release or Mods

standard or Bias construction ... £196
SQUARE RESERVE
SAFETY FLIER ......................... ... £315

(We will rig it and pack it for you)
LINKS, BAG AND PILOT CHUTE
STATIC LINE SYSTEMS Centre base tie

from £160
FREE FALL SYSTEMS .............. from £160
CORDURA IS USED FOR BOTH THESE 
SYSTEMS
DELUXE HARNESS ....................................£58
28 ft C9 LL or TU 
35 ft T10
24 ft T10 Reserves
SLEEVES— BAGS

BOOKS AND POSTERS_________

ALL SINGLE POINT RELEASE AND HAND 
DEPLOY PILOT CHUTE
OTHER RIGS AVAILABLE
JUMPSUITS
BRAND X JUMPSUIT Ex RAY 
(RAINBOW) ....................................
ALTIMETERS
From ...............................................
PILOT CHUTES
with SPRINGS or HAND DEPLOY 
LITTLE MEN STAMP 
PRECISION F/FALL LOG BOOK 
FRENCH STYLE AMERICAN MADE 
LEATHER HELMET, Black or White
GOGGLES ....................................
GLOVES ....................................
CORDURA PARA BAG ..............
CORDURA DEPARTURE PACK

from £145

... £58

... £33

from £11 
... £2.60 
... £3.30

£29 
. . .  £ 2.10 
... £6.50 

£11 
£14.50

SPORT PARACHUTING/Shea-Simonds £4.95
SKIES CALL l/Keech .........................  £7.50
SKIES CALL I l/Keech ......................... £10.75
THE ART OF FREEFALL R.W./Works ... £4.55 
PARACHUTING, THE SKYDIVERS 
HANDBOOK/Poynter .............................£3.35

PARACHUTING AND SKYDIVING/Smith £5.30 
PARACHUTING UNFORGETTABLE JUMPS
Gregory ...............................................£6.75
UNITED WE FALL/Works (new edition) £5.80
SKIES CALL POSTERS .............. from £1.00
SET OF FOUR ....................................£3.00

For a more complete list of our Stock see SPORT PARACHUTIST— December - February, 1979 
Full Rigging Service Available •  From an FA A Licensed Master Rigger 

and BPA Advanced Riggers • Send your Repairs and Modifications to ‘‘SKYSPORTS”
For a Fast Efficient Service

12 Horne Road, Bulford Camp, W iltsh ire  
SP4 9AE, England. 

Telephone: (0 9 8 0 3 )  3 4 6 0
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FLIGHT SAFETY 
BULLETIN

A

"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE’’ 
Subscribe by sending £1.50 annual subscription to: 

GENERAL AVIATION SAFETY COMMITTEE 
33 Church Street, Henley-on-Thames,

RG91SE

U S K U L f l R J O U R H E I L U

the Finnish vOU/?  ̂
Parachuting
Magazine £ c

1 year subscription $10 airmail j  A * , 
4 issues yearly.
W rite before your next jum p to: ^ 1

LASKUVARJOURHEILU ^ ^\V
Box 653, 00101 HELSINKI 10
FINLAND

Subscribe to . . .

M  G M  f f i O M O
FFK Offers More! S ubscrip tion Rates:
*  News New Zealand: $6
t  . . .  . Overseas Surface: $10 

Articles Overseas A irm a il: $12
*  Interviews
* One full Colour Issue Every Year

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL OFFICES: 
P.O. Box 3603, Wellington, New Zealand

THE BPA SHOP IS AT YOUR SERVICE!  p * ' c e U S £ >
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LET A LITTLE SUNSHINE 
INTO YOUR LIFE
GET THIS POSEIDON PATTERN 
STRATOCLOUD LITE or CRUISAIR
F r o m  GEELAN & Co. SKYDIVERS Ltd. o r  
c h o o s e  f r o m  f o u r  oth e rs,  A p o l lo ,  V u lc a n ,
Z e u s  a nd Helios.
Both of Para-Flites' exciting new lightweights 
are in stock at Geelan & Co. Skydivers Ltd. in 
these 1979 colour patterns.

STRATO-CLOUD™ LITE
★ Weighs only 11V2 pounds.
★ 7 cell-230 square feet.
★ new 1.25oz. Ram-Air fabric.
★ High performance—soft landings.
★ Only £409 complete.
★ 1979 patterns shown plus solid red, 

white, blue, black or gold.

CRUISAIR
★ Weighs only 10 pounds.
★ 7 cell-200 square feet.
★ .New 1.25oz. Ram-Air fabric.
★ High performance—soft landings.
★ Only £398 complete.
★ 1979 patterns shown plus solid red, 

white, blue, black or gold.

Jum p your new Cloud Lite or 
Cruisair in:
WONDERHOG II, by The Relative Workshop

(Bill Booth) £215
STRONG EAGLE, from Ted S trong.............................£199
SST RACER, from the Jumpshack............................. £189
CLASSIFLYER, Top Secret by Jerry M ye rs ..............£204

W HEN YOU NEED T O  USE YOUR RESERVE, W H Y N O T 
USE TH E B EST TH ERE IS:
NATIONAL, 26ft. Lo-Po £199

THE GH DIAMOND AC R YLIC  JU M P S U IT
( S h o w n  in Blu e/W hite)  m u s t  be the Best V a lu e  
a v a i l a b l e  at o n l y  £42
3 body colours, Blue, White or Gold and 
5 trim  colours available. Choose your own 
trim  pattern.
ALTIMASTER II, Swiss movement reliability £53.50 
ALTIMASTER III, made like a precision
watch ....................................................................£45.50
ADIDAS MASTER & SUPERLITE,
Jumpboots.......................................£25.50 & £22.50
PRECISION FREEFALL LOGBOOKS
o n ly ..........................................................................£3.00

/ /  /  
/ / /




