


BPA CLUBS AND CENTRES
BPA APPROVED CLUBS

BPA Club Approval is granted to BPA Affiliated Clubs who have attained a high minimum standard of staff, facilities and equipment 
as laid down by BPA. They are subject to inspection by BPA every 2 years.

FULL TIME The Sport Parachute Club Chief Instructor
„  . w ^ «  * . . . . . .  Bridlington Aerodrome, Brid lington, (at club address)Peterborough Parachute Centre W. J. Meacock Yorkshirp Vo l. 77, f i7 '
Sibson Airfield, Wansford, (at club address), Sibson A irfie ld
Peterborough Tel: Elton 490 WEEKEND
Hereford Parachute Club Ltd Chief Instructor Midland Parachute Centre Dave Deakin,
Shobdon Aerodrome, (at club address) The Airfield, T itton Cottage,
Leominster, Hereford Bickmarsh, Worcs. Stourport-on-Severn, Worcs.
Tel: Kingsland 551 Tel: Bidford on Avon 8391 Tel: Stourport on Severn 5954

BPA AFFILIATED CLUBS
BPA Club Affiliation is granted to those clubs who have a minimum amount of equipment as laid down by BPA. All operations are 
strictly in accordance with BPA Regulations.

FULL TIME
Eagle Sport Parachute Centre A. Black
Ashford Airport, Lympne, Kent (at club address)
(Hythe 60816)
East Coast Parachute Centre W. P. Slattery
Ipswich A irport (at club address)
Ipswich, Suffolk Tel: 0473 70111, E
R.S.A. Parachute Club R. A. Acraman
Thruxton Aerodrome, Andover, Hants. (at club address)
Tel: Weyhill 2124
Dunkeswell International Skydiving I. Loutitt

Centre (at club address)
Dunkeswell A irfie ld, Nr. Honiton,
Devon
(Tel: Luppitt 350)

Old Warden Flying and Parachute 
Group

Duck End Farm, Wilstead, Beds.
Paraclan Parachute Club
Glenrothes, Fife
Scottish Parachute Club
Strathalan Castle, Auchterarder, 
Perthshire
Tel: Auchterarder 2572
Scottish Sport Parachute Association

The School o f Free Fall Parachuting
Tel: (0742) 653962

South Cotswold Parachute Club
Badminton, Avon 
Tel: Bristol 568173

D. I. Waugh
1 Kings Cottages, Stane Street, 
Ockley, Surrey
D. C. Payne
37 Cromwell Road, Burntisland, Fife 
The Secretary 
(at club address)

Mrs. Jean Christie,
99 West Torbain, Kirkcaldy, Fife 
Tel: K irkcaldy 200042 
J. Hitchin,
46 Newlands Drive,
Sheffield S12 2FS 
J. French,
11 Homestead Gardens, 
Frenchay, Bristol.

WEEK-END
Border Venture Parachute Club
Brunton, Nr. Alnwick, 
Northumberland

British Parachute Club
Headcorn Airfie ld, Headcorn, Kent

Cambridge University Free Fall Club
Waterbeach, Cambs.

Cheshire Parachute Club
Tel: 061-941 1270

Chesterfield Skydiving Club
Netherthorpe, Nr. Worksop,
Notts. (Temporary)

Halfpenny Green Skydiving Club
Halfpenny Green Aerodrome, 
Bobbington, Worcs.
Tel: Bobbington 293
Langar Free Fall Parachute Club
Langar Airfield,
Langar, Notts.
Tel: Bingham 60180
Lashenden Sport Parachute Club
Headcorn Aerodrome,
Nr. Ashford, Kent.
Tel: (0622) 890226
Leeds/Bradford Free Fall Club
Leeds/Bradford Airport, Leeds, 
LS197TU

Manchester Free Fall Club
Tilstock D.Z., Twenlows Hall Farm, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire 
Manchester Skydivers

Martlesham Heath Para. Club

Metropolitan Police Parachute Club
Headcorn Airfie ld, Headcorn, Kent

Northern Counties Parachute Centre
Tilstock A irfie ld, Whitchurch, 
Shropshire

North West Para Centre
Cark Airfie ld, Flookburgh,
Nr. Grange over Sands, Lancs.
T e l: 044853 672

K. Noble
Windy Gyle, West Street, Belford 
Northumberland, NE70 7QE 
Tel: 06683-289 
Mrs. A. Ward
13 Stainer Road, Tonbridge,
Kent
The Secretary,
30 Green End Road,
Cambridge.
P. H. Evans,
3 Dunham Grange, Delamer Road, 
Altrincham , Cheshire.
Miss J. Wallhead
8 Tavistock Court,
Racecourse Road, Newbold, 
Chesterfield
The Secretary,
(at club address)

N. J. Everett
2 Beech Lodge,
Oak Avenue, 
Bingham, Notts.
Mrs. Cherry Collins 
(at club address)

M. Fisher
54 Wrenbeck Drive 
Otley, Yorkshire

N. .Law
9 St. Andrews Road,
Stretford, Manchester M32 9JE 
T. Bailey
157 Kenyon Lane, Moston, Manchester 10 
Tel: 061-681 1740
Mrs. L. Bennett 
76 G rundisburgh Road 
Woodbridge, Suffolk
M. Jarvis,
20 K ilm uir House, Ebury Street 
London SW1
A. G. Knight
66 Chapel Lane, Coppul, Chorley,
Lancs., PR7 4PQ 
Tel: 0257-791881 
J. D. Prince
21 The Coppice, Ingol, Preston, Lancs. 
PR2 30 L
Tel: Preston 720848

Southern Counties Para Club
Hattingley Farm,
Medstead, Alton 
Hants.
Spread Eagles Parachute Club
Nr. Melcombe Bingham, Dorset

Staffordshire Sport Skydivers
c/o Stoke-on-Trent Youth and Adult 
Centre, Pump Street, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST4 1NQ
Tyne & Wear Parachute Club
Sunderland Airport 
Sunderland 
Tyne & Wear

S.A.C. R. H. Swainson (270), 
Range Co-ordination,
R.A.F. West Drayon, 
Uxbridge, Middx.
Sally Corr
24 Southlea Avenue, 
Tuckton, Bournemouth 
Tel: 0202 421108
The Secretary 
(at club address)

P. Rice
(at club address) 
Tel: 07833-4954

COLLEGIATE CLUBS
British Collegiate Parachute 
Association

The Secretary 
The Spread Eagle,
Broad Lane, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton

Kingston Polytechnic 
University of Leicester 
Brunei University 
Edinburgh University 
Leeds University 
Newcastle University 
Abingdon College 
Birmingham University

Exeter University 
Hull University 
York University 
Welbeck College 
Keele University 
Bath University 
Manchester University

Cambridge University 
Cardiff University 
North Wales University 
Queen Mary College 
Wolverhampton Polytechnic 
Hatfield Polytechnic, 
University of Sussex

SERVICE ASSOCIATIONS AND CLUBS
Army Parachute Association 

Rhine Army Parachute Association 

R.A.F. Sport Parachute Association

Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
Sport Parachute Association

Cyprus Joint Service Adventurous 
Training Centre (CJSATC)

Hong Kong Parachute Club

Chief Instructor
J.S.P.C. A irfie ld Camp, Netheravon, 
W iltshire
The Commandant,
R.A.P.A. Centre, S.T.C. Sennelager, 
B.F.P.O. 16
Hon. Sec., R.A.F.S.P.A.,
R.A.F. Brize Norton,
Oxon.
The Secretary, RN & RMSPA, 
Commando Training Centre RM, 
Lympstone, Exmouth, Devon,
EX85AR
Tel: Topsham 3781, ext. 491 or 
at Club, Luppit 697
Chief Instructor (CCSPC)
CJSATC Pergamos Camp, BFPO 58 
CCI, JSPC (HK),
Borneo Lines, Sek Kong, B.F.P.O. 1
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Custom Colour • Custom Colour• Custom Colour• Custom Colour

HAVE YOUR OWN CUSTOM COLOUR CANOPY 
AT STANDARD PRICES

STRATO CLOUD only £417 incl. AIR 
MAIL Shipment. (Canopy, Risers, Slider 
and Strap).
Available in either standard colours, 
PARAQUIP ‘Sunset’ multicolour scheme, 
or choose your own design by colouring 
the diagram.

STRATO STAR only £337 incl. AIR MAIL 
Shipment (Canopy, Risers, and Slider). 
Available in either standard colours, 
PARAQUIP ‘Sunrise’ Multicolour scheme, 
or colour the diagram, for a custom 
canopy.

STRATO FLYER only £337 incl. AIR MAIL 
Shipment (Canopy, Risers, Slider and 
Bag).
Available in either standard colours or 
colour the diagram for your special 
design (demonstration canopy available 
to jump).

Choose from: RED — WHITE — BLUE — BLACK — YELLOW — GOLD — GREEN
ORANGE — LIGHT BLUE — PURPLE

• All prices include Duty and VAT at current rates plus AIR MAIL shipment.
• Full back up rigging service provided to all our customers.
•  All equipment inspected prior to despatch by B.P.A. Chief Rigger.
• Discounts available on Team purchases.
•  Complete range of equipment available for students, intermediate 

or advanced jumpers. Phone or write for details.
Information available soon on the revolutionary new light weight ‘CLOUD’

P.S. The rumours are correct i t ’s the greatest

For ordering information contact:

STEVE TALBOT
42 Tennyson Road, Redditch, Worcestershire B97 5BJ

Telephone Redditch, 43869 or 42348

Also available through: JOHN MEACOCK, Peterborough Parachute 
Centre, Sibson Airfield, Peterborough

Standard or PARAQUIP special colour schemes normally in stock— Custom colour schemes take about 
6 to 8 weeks to manufacture. Plus shipping times.

(Information correct at time o f going to press)
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The 1978 World Ladies Accuracy Champion — our own Jackie Smith
photo — Dave Waterman
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THE JOURNAL OF THE 
BRITISH PARACHUTE 
ASSOCIATION
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION LTD., 
KIMBERLEY HOUSE,
47 VAUGHAN WAY, LEICESTER, LE1 4SG 
Phone 0533-59778/59635

BPA COUNCIL
W. J. Meacock Chairman 
D. I. Waugh Vice-Chairman
J. T. Crocker Chairman Safety and Training Committee 
P. Mitchell Treasurer

Other Members: 
D. Prince 
D. Orton 
G. Lilley 
P. Slaughter 
L. Thomas 
G. Long

P. Howell 
J. Laing 
E. Lewington 
J. Sharpies 
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EDITORIAL
Jackie Smith — we all love you! Your winning of the 
Gold Medal at this year’s World Parachuting 
Championships in the Ladies Accuracy Event with 
ten consecutive dead centres is an outstanding, 
magnificent sporting achievement. It is also the first 
time that this country has won a Gold Medal at a 
World Parachuting Championships — it’s not 
surprising that the other members of the team 
admitted, unashamedly, that they wept tears of 
pride as you stood on the winner’s podium. We 
salute you!

* * ★
Every year at this time I write on the subject of 

Nominations for Election to the BPA Council — 
I do so again without apology. If we are to have a 
strong Association to promote, protect and safely 
conduct our sport, it is vital that we have an enthusi­
astic and energetic Council to run it. The nomination 
of candidates and their subsequent election to 
Council is entirely in the hands of you, the 
membership. On this year’s Council two clubs were 
represented by three Council members each, and, 
whilst club representation isn’t entirely the name of 
the game, I can’t help admiring their support. So 
this year let’s have every BPA Approved and A ffili­
ated Club support BPA in the same way with the 
nomination of able candidates for Council election. 
Pathetically last year there were so few nominations 
that we didn’t even have an election! For the sake of 
our Association and our sport let’s not have a 
repetition!

Blue skies and soft landings,

Printed by G. H. Fisher & Sons (Printers) Ltd., Peterborough, PE1 3AU

Copy date for the next issue — Monday 20th November

Cover — The build-up to the first British 15 man over 
Glenrothes. Dave Waterman
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T H E  D R O P 8 W W

Calendar of Events
20-24 Nov. ’78 BPA Pl/Exam Course 4/78
12-16 Feb. ’79 BPA Pl/Exam Course 1/79
19-20 M ay ’79 APA Open RW Meet— Netheravon
30 May-7 Ju n e ’79 Army Championships— Netheravon

BPA Instructors Course 3/78 — Netheravon

□ □ □

DZ.
The lanyard rattles ‘gainst the empty windsock pole,
The place is desolate and cold,
Do the ghosts of wartime pilots haunt this place?
As they sit and wait the scramble to be told.
This was their waiting place,
They either slept or read,
This weather-beaten Nissen hut,
Is now our packing shed.
This was their home between those visits to the sky, 
They fought invaders to our land,
Do they sit and watch us as we pack our kit?
Why do we do it? Perhaps they would understand...

C.S.M.

F E U  R S t f r T H I N K

M E G A B IO &  
W E —

— T R X a
A B O A T ^ ™

V  .
r]) FLAT tu p  
iU  STABLE...

This photo is of George Devine who sent it to us with an 
interesting letter from which the following is an extract: 

“ Please print it for:
1. It cost me a bomb
2. I’ve never had my piccy in the mag.
3. I’m a nice chap.”

Say no more George!
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Brigadier Joe Starling, newly appointed Chairman of the 
Army Parachute Association, seen before his first sport 
jump recently at Netheravon. Joe, who is an experienced 
military parachutist (he is qualified to wear six nation’s 
m ilitary wings), is the first APA Chairman to sport 
parachute in 14 years.

“ I don ’t normally listen to gossip lad, but i t ’s been hinted 
that you ’ve been using the firm ’s van at week-ends!"

□ □ □
This manky weather we’ve had this season 
Caused a Preston farmer to lose his reason.
Would the weekend weather change his luck?
N— it’s back to the cows and shovelling muck.
“A mid-week, demo is what I’ll try.
The weather’s good from Mon. till Fri."
It’s all arranged for Wednesday
But it’s that time of year for making hay.
He threw a fit and fumed and cursed 
But a fella’s living must come first.
While his mates get ready and buckles fasten 
Rog. has to get the bleeding grass in.
His anger flares, his nerves are raw 
But here we come to the final straw.
The double demo, is duly done 
And the lads decide it could be fun 
To drop in over Roger’s farm.
Just another lob, “ Now where’s the harm?”
With Roger sweating in the sun 
They exit aircraft one by one.
And land around their toiling mate 
Says one “ he looks a bit irate”
With tractor racing and cutter whirring 
There’s a touch of panic gently stirring.
“He’s not too happy” someone said,
But he spoke to long for now he’s dead.
As the cutter wrought havoc on life and gear 
Survival seemed a good idea.

“ i/i/hofv o      The lesson learned these d ifficu lt days
a Hercules? Forces mate . Doorman on The weather affect blokes funny ways.

CLIFF

/'MPW E'U-
A U C O N E M >

GET VOW'/
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DR WHITTLE by Bill Tidy

SUMEr1, IS ITWDKIH SAVINS A 
MEAS’LY £9..

I  THINK THE BBITfSH ..THATAPPUCM^.I 
H W V O H L r T H  A S 6 0 C A T C N .. .  W E  E 

^ ____.. COCTCP&-
i^ V

rM D E » P *5 & N S n H l£ D 6 *  
o f a  'v rxu^rT̂ & £ S l m ^ f ’E
SO...

. . ^ leave
tOUWSBF CPBMTO A 
POS&&B FWAUTY?

.. 6  WWON6 WAMN0THE ^ 4llfiEn ro  A _ Mt.
GOMPULSCPiY M E7CA.... •■ CHAW3EP £9 A  TIME. .. THAT&WKYICaMETO'tOU.

'(OU I M E  w a L .A N P I WP6 
TCXP THE MBEPCAUo MYTW^ES

a  few  m in lnee.

hf/M...NO EPILEPSY OR PIA0ETES...

“ Hullo Sailor!” — Peter Southgate (left) sent this photo 
of his wedding to Yvonne and best man Steve Knipe. They 
are all regular jumpers at Grindale.

More happy families — Jim Stoddart with his wife Wendy 
and son Richard — Wendy and Richard making their first 
descent three days after the latter’s 16th birthday.

Paula Laws took this photo of Jon Williams making his 
1000th descent at Sibson— congratulations Willy!

reproduced by kind permission of the General Practitioner

A ‘POPS’ win at the Shobdon ‘Round’ Meet — 12/13 
August. John the Bike (Pops 28), Pat the Carpet (Pops 10) 
and Johnny SP8 (Pops 18).
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ft

Ken Davidson, on his first attempt at free fall photography, produced this photo of Sue Arthur on her 37th jump with 
Harry Morgan over Strathalian.

Another first go at free fail photography 
John Norris over Weston on the Green.

Jackie Smith, proudly displaying her Gold Medal won at 
the World Meet, with Graham Davies, Managing Director 
of GQ Parachutes, who had just presented her with a 

this time by complete GQ/Security rig to mark her magnificent 
achievement.
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If you weren’t one of the 104 competitors at this year’s fantastic Duck End Farm Meet, you don’t know what you missed
— the two characters above anyway! On the right, and for the second year running, was Phil Cavannagh exhibiting 
his famous ‘nose of red’. The guy on the left remains something of a mystery. Read all about this great club 
competition in the next issue of ‘Sport Parachutist’.

This photograph was taken recently over Netheravon by Fred E llio tt. . .
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. who is seen here taking a picture of Charlie .

. . .  who in turn was taking a picture of him!



CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Charlie,
May I, through the medium of the correspondence 
column of S.P. try to redress a slight injustice that seems 
to be establishing itself and to put the record straight. I 
particularly wish to do so for the sake of the many up and 
coming newcomers to the sport.

The old firm ’s name of IRVIN has come in for a bit of 
stick of late, both in the mag. and on the D.Z.’s, 
relating it to the use (misuse!) of various items which 
have design origins in the Company and about which 
words like “ inefficient” and “ hazardous” have been used 
and likewise statements such as “ use should be banned” 
etc. publicised.
Just so that newcomers get it straight, any item can 

be inefficient, hazardous and even justifiably banned 
from a particular use, if the use to which one applies it is 
very different from the designed use.

Of course as time progresses, and true knowledge 
accumulates, better designs and improved ways of doing 
things will always emerge and this is particularly so in 
sport parachuting. However the liberal use of a reputable 
name like IRVIN implying, by connotation, association 
with defects and problems arising out of misuse by 
(experienced?) parachutists doesn’t help to solicit the 
continuance of support of our chosen pastime. The 
number of jumps in anyone’s log book never was a 
reliable yardstick on which to measure the mouthings of 
its owner, so let us not perpetuate ill considered remarks 
and the misuse of kit and then blame the consequences 
on the design’s originator.

Please Charlie, help public relations along a bit if you 
can. IRVIN’s have been a tremendous help to the sport in 
the U.K. over the past years. Many a “senior man” of 
today was only too happy, in his salad days, to make use 
of the substantial and generous help freely given, in 
former d ifficult years, by IRVIN’s.

I hasten to add that I write just a B.P.A. member and not 
from the chair of my, perhaps, better known connections
— but “fa ir’s fair” , please.

IAN WRIGHT 
B.P.A. 3064 
Letchworth

Of course you’re right Ian. My apologies for un­
necessarily mentioning Irvin’s name in my last editorial. 
I’m happy to publish your letter to set the balance — Ed.

Dear Charlie,
Before I and my buddy are banned from doing CRW on 
every DZ in the country, I would like to reply via the 
pages of the magazine.

I was surprised to find that a photograph of a canopy 
collapse involving myself and Alan Derbyshire had been 
used to warn people how NOT to do CRW, as well as a 
critical editorial. Although I fu lly accept the merit of the 
remarks in principle, I feel comment should be made. 
The photograph on its own with no other CON- 
STRUCTIVEcriticism does not mean anything to anyone.

(1) There is no school or B.P.A. course for CRW. You 
pick up all the information you can from existing practic- 
tioners, and read what literature is available (or listen to 
tapes).

(2) You attempt to put theory to practice with someone 
you know well and who has done the required number of 
jumps.

(3) We have made numerous dockings all from the 
“underneath approach” , and only had the one collapse.

We found at an early stage that side dockings, at one 
time recommended by Roger Hull, are not as safe as the 
former method. Clouds seem to be particularly prone to 
end cell collapse by this method, and the only safe place 
to grab is the middle cells area.

(4) Practice makes perfect! Do all RW loads go 
according to plan — are any taken out? Experienced 
guys still do this or go below. The same goes for CRW.

Nobody wants anything to go wrong, but if it does it’s 
too late. You can’t shout “ Blue Riband” and go back to 
the approach. Without incident no one would learn.

The incident shown resulted from myself approaching 
too high. Alan pumped his brakes to gain lift. Although 
achieving this it also moved him backwards, and in so 
doing he got hold of the leading edge of the middle cells 
pulling the canopy backwards and causing partial 
collapse — height 3,000 ft. There were several photo­
graphs of the incident, the one shown being at the 
worse moment. One half of the canopy reinflated almost 
immediately, but the other side did not. After unsuccess­
fu lly attempting to shake it open himself, Alan released 
his foothold on my signal, I then pumped the other side 
open— final height 1,300 ft.

HEIGHT is the crucial factor, and we stuck to the rule
— “ if no link by 1,000 ft. forget it” .

Yes, we did learn from the incident, and we can now tell 
other CR Workers something which they should not do.

CHRIS POLLETT D2041

[Naturally I d idn't intend to upset you, Chris; the aim of 
my editorial and the photograph was to warn of the 
possible dangers of CRW, not to instruct it. I’m delighted 
that you’ve gone part of the way in rectifying my 
omission — Ed.]



COLLEGIATE NEWS

As most people realise the standards of British Collegiate sport 
parachuting are far lower than those of the United States and the 
rest of Europe, especially the eastern block countries. The 
reasons for this are many, but one of the major factors is a 
shortage of facilities due to a lack of finance. Therefore we find 
it d ifficu lt to firstly train a reasonable volume of first time students 
with the cash available to us, and secondly to progress our 
enthusiastic potential category X parachutists, and future 
national representatives, who at this time are having to live and 
parachute on meagre government grants.

During my time as secretary of the B.C.P.A. I have come to 
the conclusion that the on ly solution to our problems is to 
provide special facilities for student jumpers in the form of a 
national collegiate parachute centre, or centres. I am pleased to 
be able to announce that such a centre, the ‘National Collegiate 
Parachute Centre’ is now open at Todwick Airfield, Hardwick 
Hall Farm, Aston, Nr. Sheffield.

This new club, as all B.P.A. clubs, will have unrestricted 
membership and everyone is welcome. I hope to be able to 
provide the best deal in the country for collegiate clubs, that 
means cheaper course fees!!!

And positive help in student progression.
The airfield is centrally located, s lightly south-east of Sheffield, 

and just off the M1 motorway. It should be ideally suited to the 
universities and colleges of the Sheffield, Leeds, Manchester, 
Lancaster, Hull and York areas. And can also serve the non- 
collegiate people of the local area which has been short of 
parachuting facilities since the close of parachuting at Leeds/ 
Bradford airport.

The D.Z. w ill be operating at weekends, but it w ill be possible 
in the coming season to arrange progression weeks fo r your 
college club. Next year all our collegiate competitions w ill be 
held on our own D.Z., an ideal situation.

All college clubs have to do to book courses for their students 
is to contact me a t : The Spread Eagle’,

Broad Lane, 
Wednesfield, 

Wolverhampton, WV11 3SD.
T e l: 66890.

Tell me the weekend you wish to train, and the number you 
wish to bring, if you have any kit of your own, and if you have 
any B.P.A. instructors at your club to help our regular staff, and 
come and make the 'National Collegiate Parachute Centre’ 
your regular drop zone.

I hope that now we have this facility we make the best use of it, 
and make it a success.

DAVID TURNER, CRW 193

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Almost unbelievably the early morning of Saturday, 18th 
August was calm and blue after the high winds of practice day 
Friday, and aspiring B.C.P.A. champions emerged from an 
assortment of tents and packing sheds at Shobdon. Roger Flynn 
as chief judge ably assisted by Martin Renick amiably attempted 
the briefing as numbers fluctuated and debates as to student 
status d rifted on un resolved— A-levels by postal correspondence 
course??? Numbers didn’t reflect all Dave Turner’s 
hard work over the past year and a half, but teams represented 
six universities and polys, one correspondence course and a 
nursing college. This rose by one university when Dave Huntly 
(got it right this time Dave) from Bristol arrived at lunchtime 
ready for a 7 p.m. briefing !

Four random rounds for the RW were drawn, and Dave

Howerski and Geoff Hinsley could be seen to start their marathon 
dirt-diving sessions — Uranus training obviously an advantage 
here. Telemeters and judges installed at the pit with Dave Turner 
as Organiser/Director (and competing too) working suitably 
hard the first lift took off. Student accuracy and RW were run 
concurrently, the TU’s relying on a good spot from Dave 
Howerski and, if they were lucky, Dave Turner. It was decided to 
let Dave Huntly compete and after the first round Bill Miller of 
Cardiff found himself leading with 12.99m and Mike Kilby was 
second with 23.5 m having destroyed totally the windsock pole 
much to the annoyance of fellow Exeter University jumper 
Dave MacGregor who blamed this for his zap.

The two-man sequential turned out to be a good fun event, 
with 25 seconds proving to be just the right amount of working 
time. I for one learnt a lot (thanks Dave) gaining some much 
needed confidence and one can’t help but feel sorry for everyone 
who didn’t take the opportunity to compete. Dave Howerski 
and Geoff Hinsley jumped well claiming six points from the 
first round. Simon Rutherford and Trish Eden were second with 
three points and Dave and I were given two points losing four 
points after an illegal grip change and working after time. By 
midday the breeze became breezier and the RW spot directly 
over the pit scattered the jumpers far and wide, Dave having 
stood down the TU jumpers as the wind gusted from 10-15 knots 
at which it seemed to settle down to for the rest of the afternoon. 
The judges found it very d ifficu lt to see into the haze of this 
bright sunny day and missed most of the second round with 
teams losing what they thought to be good dives. Dave Turner 
also lost his reserve ripcord handle having his first malfunction 
and consequently stood the meet down until he had repacked 
his reserve sending everyone, including the aircraft, to find his 
canopy and reserve handle.

After the hub-hub had died down along with the wind the 
re-runs were run in the evening sunset, Geoff and Dave again 
getting in a six pointer and Dave and myself moving up into 
second place with a four point round.

The traditional volume of beer was consumed at the Mortimers 
Cross on Saturday evening and everyone retired expecting a 
repeat of the super sunny day we had just had, tomorrow. 
Unfortunately Sunday dawned with low clag, which eventually 
ruined the meet, and it was late Sunday afternoon before the 
next RW lift got off the ground, just missing a big blue gap, the 
load having to come back down to 3500 at which height they all 
exited and were awarded Zaps for not landing with the aircraft.

In the accuracy competition Dave Huntly moved into first 
place in the second round with a 3.65 m and Dave MacGregor 
secured second place in the third and what proved to be the final 
round with 7.36 m the meet running out of time.

Conspicuous for their absence were the holder of the B.C.P.A. 
cheque book and the holder of the team trophy and m edals!!! 
But thanks to those who did turn up to give it a go. A special 
thanks to CCI Mac McCarthy who did very well in putting up 
with us and to his pilot who seemed totally confused after being 
made to run-in down wind all day and cut over the pit, contrary 
to all he had been told in the past, but managed to fly excellently 
regardless, and lastly to our two very patient judges Rodger 
and Martin.

JACKIE SMITH ( The other one! — Ed)

RESULTS

RW Accuracy
1. D. Howerski 1. D. Huntly Bris to l University

G. Hinsley
2. D. Turner 2. D. MacGregor Exeter University

J. Smith
3. T. Eden 3. B. M iller C ardiff University

S. Rutherford
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THE 14th WORLD PARACHUTING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS -  ZAGREB 

1978

The 1978 British Delegation and supporters . .  .

This is the report o f the XIV W orld  Parachuting 
Championships or the magical story of Britain’s own 
World Champion — Jackie Smith. But first things first. 
The team consisting of National Champion Doug Young, 
Scotty Milne, Dickie Bird, Dave Tylcoat, Bob Hiatt and 
Paddy Byrne, together with Team Coach Bob King and 
the only two girls to reach the rather loose qualifying 
standards, Jackie Smith and Sandy Milne, went to 
Raeford, USA for two weeks training. Paddy Byrne was 
the unfortunate person chosen as sixth man, after the 
training period and on the 20th August the advance 
party set off for Zagreb, Yugoslavia.

Doug Peacock, our F.A.I. Judge and Paddy drove the 
BPA maxi while Bob King and Paul Slaughter who was 
driver, journalist, photographer and recorder drove the 
team bus. Dane Kenny and Trish Bird (Dickie’s wife) 
accompanied us as team supporters.

We reached Zagreb on 22nd August and awaited the 
teams’ arrival, led by Head of Delegation John Meacock 
on 24th August. The 25th was a spare day, spent resting 
and sightseeing. The 26th was a practice day where each 
memberof the team made an accuracy jump. The opening 
ceremony saw a very large crowd given an excellent 
air display whose formation flying by five gliders stole 
the show, despite bad weather.

The 27th August saw the beg inn ing  o f the actual 
competition. The organisers had decidea to run the 
men’s and ladies competitions simultaneously, i.e. men’s 
style and ladies accuracy and vice versa.

We started off with 3 rounds of men’s accuracy and 2 
rounds of ladies style. There were 2 major surprises in 
the men’s first round, both Pierre Ferrand, Canada and 
Chuck Collingwood, USA dropped 1.91 putting them out 
with no chance of a medal. Fortunately our men fared 
better: Doug Young 0.08,0.06 and 0.00, Dave Tylcoat 0.00, 
0.00, 0.00, Scotty 0.00, 0.00, 0.01, Dickie 0.03, 0.01, 0.01 
and Bob 0.02, 0.12 (most uncharacteristic) and 0.03. 
The girls, Jackie scored 11.00 secs and 11.10 and Sandy

9.50 and 10.53 on their style jumps. Throughout the 
competition the style judges were very strict on penalties, 
but at least they seemed to be consistent with every 
jumper and nationality.

The second day saw heavy cloud, but high enough for 
another2 roundsof men’saccuracy and 2 rounds of ladies 
accuracy. Doug scored 0.38 (a back foot measurement) 
and 0.00, Dave 0.03 and 0.00, Scotty 0.00 and 0.00, Dickie 
0.00 and 0.04 and Boo 0.00, 0.00. Next the ladies and the 
start of an unbeatable run by our own Jackie with 0.00 
and 0.00. Sandy scored 0.05 and 0.04 on the electronic 
pad — an essential for all competitions in this country, 
regardless of cost.

On Monday the men’s style began. As each round took 
5 hours to complete and it did not start until mid-afternoon 
only 1/2 round was completed with Doug Young the only 
British competitor to jump, scoring 8.13. A disappointing 
jump by the National Champion, in which he was 
penalised by the strict judges. The ladies accuracy 
continued with 5 rounds. Jackie “discing” every one. She 
was in the lead with Cheryl Stearns USA second with 
0.02 (from her first jump).

Tension was mounting in the British camp as for only 
the second time there was a distinct possibility of us 
winning a medal in an individual event in the World 
Championships. No-one dared say anything but 
everyone hoped for the best.

Sandy, who was jumping really well scored 0.00, 0.01 
but had a disastrous 3.30. The wind sock was wrapped 
around the pole and a protest was immediately put in 
by John Meacock and Bob King. The international jury, 
who had confirmation from a judge that the wind sock 
was impeded, rejected the protest, after upholding two 
ludicrous ones. Dermine the Frenchman stated that the 
small met. baloon hit him at 1000 feet and a Swede said 
that the pad was not in place until he was at 100 feet 
on his final approach. Despite this setback, Sandy came 
back with 0.04 and 0.00.

and their march on.
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The 30th, another overcast day, only saw accuracy with 
Jackie getting another 2 discs and Sandy 0.00 and 0.19. 
With plenty of daylight left, we all hoped for the final round 
to be completed that day, but the organisers decided to 
go into men’s accuracy. Doug got a disc, Dave 0.04, 
Scotty 0.04 (after placing his foot right in the middle), 
Dickie 0.02 and 0.12 and Bob 0.00 and 0.04.

Thursday, we had a well earned lie in. Instead of getting 
up at 5.30a.m., we did not have to be at the airfield until 
noon. The 7th and 8th rounds of men’s accuracy were 
completed with Doug getting a disc and 1.65 — another 
protest put in due to a wind change, but again rejected 
by the jury. Dave, 2 discs, Scotty 0.01 and 0.00, Dickie 
0.03 and Bob 0.00. Jackie scored 11.0 secs and Sandy
9.80 in the third round of ladies style, both girls again 
being penalised.

Friday 1st September 1978, a day that must surely 
go down in British Sport Parachuting history. We arrived 
at the airfield at 7.00a.m. and men’s style followed by 
accuracy was the programme. Scotty scored 6.63 secs 
but was penalised for a deviation in his last loop to score 
7.63. Bob H had a disastrous 11.17 secs. Accuracy 
followed with Doug, Dave and Bob getting discs, Dickie 
0.05 and Scotty, a most unusual 0.11. Then suddenly 
came the announcement that the final round of ladies 
accuracy would take place. Nerves were at a premium. 
Jackie sat on her own, no doubt thinking what was 
at stake.

All of a sudden she was in the Anotonov, circling, 
waiting to jump, feeling sick, concentrating on doing 
exactly what she had done 9 times before. But in the pit, 
panic reigned as a Turkish girl injured herself and the 
next two jumpers were moved off, one landing short of 
the pit and the other over. We hoped and prayed that 
Jackie wouldn’t get out, thus requiring a re-jump or 
that she wouldn’t see the canopies landing out, putting 
doubts in her mind as to what the wind was doing. The 
pit was eventually cleared after a lifetime and Jackie was 
out. Every competitor was now round the pit, hopefully 
to witness what no-one else had ever done — score 10 
consecutive D.C.’s in a World Meet to win the individual 
accuracy title.

Jackie’s tenth disc . . .

. .  . and on the podium with her Gold Medal.

She was on her final approach and you could have 
heard a pin drop. Two hundred feet to go, she was very 
hot and had to sink it down. Her left foot tw itching with 
nerves. She landed, right foot on the pad, a split 
second then on the electronic pad read out 0.00. Jackie 
Smith, Great Britain, World Champion. All the team ran 
into the pit, shouting, clapping, to pick her up and carry 
her out to celebrate. Such is Jackie’s magnetism and 
pleasant personality that even the Russian team leader, 
whose girl was in 3rd place, was overjoyed that Jackie 
had won. No-one could really believe it, most of all 
Jackie. John Meacock, presented her with 10 red roses, 
one for each disc. That night, in Jackie’s own words, 
she got “ honking” , and quite right too.

Sandy, jumping 2 behind her, came in to get a disc, 
rounding off an impressive display of accuracy, where 
but for one unfortunate jump she would have been placed 
in the top 20.

However, the competition continued with men’s style 
the next day completing 3 rounds. Doug scoring 8.33 
and 7.77, Dave 10.53, 11.33 and 11.33, Scotty 7.97, 8.00, 
Dickie 8.70, 8.86 and 8.6 and Bob 8.83 and 8.83. Again 
penalties increasing base times for all the men. Sunday 
3rd, the final round of ladies style, Jackie 10.27 and Sandy
9.80 and men’s team accuracy, where we hoped for a 
medal with our team of Scotty, Dickie, Dave and Bob 
with Doug as reserve.

All 4 rounds were completed with Great Britain 
as follows:

scoring

Scotty 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Dickie 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00
Dave 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01
Bob 0.04 0.00 0.09 0.00

After the jubilation of the day before, the
disappointment this day was as great — 1 centimetre 
from a medal and at one time in first place. In the 3rd
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round Bob H, who so narrowly missed an individual 
medal in 1976, put in 0.09. He appeared inconsolable . On 
the last round we needed to disc out to get 3rd . Dave 
Tylcoat - who had jumped so well in his first World 
Meet got 0.01 . We were fourth behind East Germany, 
West Germany and USSR. A magnificent performance 
by each man, deserving much more than disappointment. 

That same day though, the prize giving for the ladies 
individual accuracy. The tannoy cried out "World Ladies 
Individual Accuracy Champion- Jackie Smith - Great 
Britain ". She stepped up onto the rostrum and received 
the Gold Medal. 

All of a sudden the Union Jack was being raised and 
the National Anthem playing . Jackie, overcome with 
emotion cried her eyes out . A marked contrast to an 
American medal winner who collected her medals, 3 golds 
and 2 silvers with no more emotion than had she won 
a Christmas raffle. There were tears in eyes and lumps 
in throats of all but the strongest of the British camp. 
A most emotional and joyous occasion and o.ne never 
to be forgotten . 

Monday, the last day of men's style, Doug 7.90, Dave 
11 .27, Scotty 7.70 , Dickie 11 .83 and Bob 8.67. Then the 
10th round of accuracy with Doug 0.03 and all the rest 
discing . There was no result , however, 2 East Germans 
and 1 Russian had tied with 10 discs. The next day was 
a day off with excursions planned , so the jump off had 
to wait until Wednesday. 

A visit to Tito's birthplace and to a museum in the 
morning then lunch and a swim in the spa swimming 
pool in the afternoon . More people ended up with neck 
aches and strained arms and shoulders, building inter­
national pyramids, than in the competition . 

The jump off for the men 's title came and in the 13th 
round an East German , Knapte chopped 0.01, putting him 
in 3rd place. Then in the 16th round , Tjerlo the Russian 
got 0.01 and Partsch East Germany disced, making him 
men 's champion . 

The closing ceremony, with the British team looking 
exceptionally smart , took place . A large crowd saw 
demonstration jumps with Tjerlo , the Overall Champion 
and Gurny, both of the USSR, landing on the gold 
medal rostrum , most impressive. The most enjoyable 
demonstration however, went to Australia when the 
vociferous and carefree 'Aussies ' all landed in each 
other's canopies, right in front of the grandstand. 

The final evening saw more presentations in a local 
auditorium in Zagreb where each medal winner was 
presented with a diploma and a beautiful crystal vase . 

The next day, the team flew home, leaving the advance 
party to drive back with kit and -the BPA video, most 
usefully employed at the meet. 

The competit ion as a whole was very well organised , 
the only complaints were about the hotel , whose food was 
not enough and not of the best. There was also a distinct 
lack of hot water and at times cold water, when it was 
needed most mornings and evenings . Apart from that , 
the facilities at the airfield were excellent and the flying 
of the Antonovs and helicopters were exceptional. 

Dane Kenny and Paddy Byrne had a separate 
competition , to see who could get on most streamer loads. 
Dane winning (by fair means and foul) by 20 jumps 
to 18. The "Gold Medal " however went to an ustralian 
who had 21 jumps. 

This must rank as the most successful World 
Championships for Britain . Let us hope that style and 
accuracy is not dying and that clubs and instructors 
encourage more young jumpers and students to take it 
up. For, with a little application and training we can 
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produce not only one World Champion but a whole string 
of them-the talent is there , all it needs is encouragement, 
hard work and hopefully good weather. 

Finally, each member of the delegation acted in a 
most professional and impeccable manner and each 
jumper did their best and with a little more luck we would 
have had not only one, but 2 or 3 medals. Perhaps 1980 
in Bulgaria. 

PAUL SLAUGHTER, D1142. 

FINAL RESULTS 

Ladies Individual Accuracy Total Ladles Style Average 

1. Smith , GreatBritain 
2. Stearns. USA 
3. Sergejeva. USSR 
43. "Milne. GB 

0.00 
0.02 
0.06 
3.63 

1. Stearns, USA 7.46 
2. Walkoff. GDR 7.50 
3. Kostina. USSR 7.55 
32. Milne, GB 9.85 
41 . Smith.GB 10.59 

Ladies Overall Ladies Team Accuracy Ladies Team Overall 

1. Stearns, USA 
2. Svacho, USSR 
3. Sergejeva. USSR 
28. Smith. GB 
40. Mi lne, GB 

Men's Individual Accuracy 

1. Partsch, GDR 
2. Tjerlo, USSR 
3. Knapte, GDR 
13. Tylcoat , GB 
27. Milne, GB 
32. Hiatt,GB 
41 . Bird,GB 
96. Young, GB 

1. USA 0.51 1. USSR 
2. USSR 148 2. USA 
3. Czech. 2.11 3. GDR 

Men's Style Total 

0.00 
O.Dl 
O.Dl 
0 .07 
0.17 
0.21 
0.31 
2.20 

1. Usmajov, USSR 
2. Forand, Canada 
3. Seyda, GDR 
21 . Milne , GB 
27. Young, GB 
64. Hiatt, GB 
69. Bird, GB 
74. Tylcoat, GB 

Average 

6.81 
6.98 
7.02 
7.82 
8.03 
9 .37 
946 

11 .11 

Men's Overall Men's Team Accuracy Total Men's Overall Team 

1. Tjerlo, USSR 
2. Partsch, GDR 
3. Usmajov, USSR 
16. Milne, GB 
40. Hiatt, GB 
50. Bird , GB 
67. Tylcoat, GB 
71. Young , GB 

1. GDR 0.08 1. GDR 
2. West Germany 0.11 2. USSR 
3. USSR 0.15 3. West Germany 
4. GB 0.16 8. GB 

Words and photos- Paul Slaughter 

YOUR AVIATION LIBRARY IS NOT COMPLETE 
IF YOU DO NOT REGU LARLY RECEIVE 

AND READ A COPY OF 

.. PARACHUTIST" 
the world's largest monthly parachuting magazine and the official publication 
of the United States Parachute Associ at ion. First in the field with news of para­
chuting activities skydivi ng equipment and techniques, safety procedures, 
advance notice of meets and resu ltats of competition jumping . Be up to date, 
know about the latest advancements in professional and recreational pa ra­
chuting in the U.S.A. and around the world . Enjoy seeing prize wi nn ing photo­
graphs of parachutists in action. All th is and more. Send check or money order 
for $11 for a year's subscription ($40 for air rates) . 

UNITED STATES .PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
806 15th Street, NW., Suite 444, Washington DC 20005, USA 

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL! 

Lightweight Clouds and 
Wonderhog ll's 

Now in Stock 

at SKYSPORTS, 12 Horne Road, 
Bulford Camp, Wilts. 

Tel: 09803-3460 



THE BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION LIMITED 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Twelfth Annual General Meeting of the Association wil 
THE GRAND HOTEL, GRANBY STREET, LEICESTER

ON 
SATURDAY, 6th JANUARY, 1979 at 16.00 hours

AGENDA
To consider, and adopt if approved, the Report of the Council.
To fix subscriptions payable by members for the ensuing year.
To discuss any Special Business.
To Elect the Council.

be held at:

1 .
2.
3.
4.
OCTOBER, 1978

W. PAUL 
Secretary-General

Note: Members are reminded that under Article 30 of the Articles of Association only such business as is notified to the 
Secretary-General in writing at least 30 days prior to the date of the Meeting can be included under Item 3 — ‘Special Business’.
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS — A.G.M.
Friday, 5th January

Dinner Dance — Queen’s Hall, Grand Hotel, Leicester at 20.00 hours.
Tickets available from BPA Office — £10.00 per double.

Saturday, 6th January
Instructor’s Convention— 1100— 1230 hours and 1400— 1530 hours.
Annual General Meeting — 1600— 1900 hours.

Followed by: Final Draw of BPA Lottery.
Films.
Bar Extension to 23.30 hours.
Buffet available.

(Accommodation at the Grand Hotel for Friday and or Saturday should be booked direct with the hotel — telephone Leicester 
(0533) 56222).
Election to Council — your nomination paper (an insert with this issue of the Journal) must reach the BPA office by not later 
than Wednesday 6th December 1978 but do please submit as soon as possible.
Ballot Papers — these w ill be sent out as an insert with the December issue of the Journal.

EACH COPY 
INCLUDING 
POSTAGE

Andy Keech has expressed the art, poetry and sheer beauty 
of parachuting as a sport. 150 of his photographs feature within 
the hard covers of a volume that captures the riotous colour 
and excitement of a unique experience.
W ith all the impact of the book, the sensation of SKIES CALL 
is echoed in a selection of posters. Each poster measures 
2 2 ” x 17,” and all four together make a glorious display.

a

POSTERS 85p EACH, INCLUDING POSTAGE OR 
THE SET OF 1,2,3 AND 4 FOR ONLY £3

SEND TO: SKIES CALL, DEPT.436, THE OLD PINES,
EPSOM, SURREY, ENGLAND [CH EQ U ES m a d e  p a y a b l e  t o  (P A R T IN G T O N  SM ITH)
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THE 1978 
RHINE ARMY 

CHAMPIONSHIPS

(or Uncle Tom Oxley and All)
The Rhine Army Parachute Centre at Bad Lippspringe 

is generally held to be one of the most hospitable and 
productive establishments within the Association. To the 
North and West of the Drop Zone lie miles of heathland, 
utilised as firing and mortar ranges and populated by the 
itinerant soldiery of many nations. Directly to the South 
and East is the town of Bad Lippspringe, a health resort 
populated by physiotherapists, doctors and nuns and 
frequented by the middle class hypochondriacs of the 
Northwest German plain. The DZ itself contains a polo 
pitch, sundry football pitches and a golf course. The 
ranges may not be overflown, nor the health resort; the 
horses may not be frightened nor the golfers disturbed. 
They still average about fifteen thousand jumps a year, 
using their own Islander and a tame Dornier 27. They 
also run a highly entertaining annual Open Champion­
ships which this year attracted some one hundred and 
th irty four competitors.

The Army, naturally, were there in force. There were 
also Dutchmen, Danes, Germans and miscellaneous 
Belgians. There were novices and champions, soldiers 
and civilians, relative workers and females. Pete 
Sherman brought his team all the way from Dubai to add 
a further touch of colour. There was an Accuracy Event, a 
Style Event and an RW Event. They had the Islander, the 
Dornier and a German Army Huey. They had cooks, 
field kitchens, beer, caravans, tents, a windsock, anemo­
meter, telemeters, video, air traffic control, met and an 
electronic disc. They had Jock Manson. They had the lot.

Jock Manson is a pilot and, as his name implies, is from 
Scotland. He likes aeroplanes and the people who jump 
out of them. He dislikes hot gravy on his lap during 
takeoff and jumpmasters who give corrections on jump 
run. He is in the Royal Air Force and bound by Queens 
Regulations; despite these twin handicaps he flies the 
Islander incessantly and superbly. When he is not flying 
the Islander he may be found critiquing canopy 
approaches and raking the pit. Jock, in short, is totally 
intergrated into the jumping scene and a complete pro­

fessional. Jock’s alter ego is Roy, who will change the 
plugs, fix the brake pads, cure the hydraulics, operate the 
radio, operate the video and provide fuel for the aircraft 
and coffee for Jock as and when required, seemingly 
simultaneously if necessary. Roy is a friendly soul to 
whom no problem is too complex for his ability nor too 
small for his attention. Between them they ensured 
continuous operation of the Islander at the drop of a hat 
whenever it was required.

It was, in fact, required all day and every day from 
Sunday until Friday for the temperature reached the mid 
eighties and the wind stayed down most of the time. It had 
been decided to combine Individual and Team within one 
accuracy event; this combination, normally acceptable, 
gave rise to certain technical problems when the wind 
blew off the ranges. The competitors had agreed to accept 
crosswind runs within the DZ boundaries, a feasible pro­
position which rapidly deteriorated when the fourth 
jumper in one team light heartedly made a late exit 
followed by a ten second delay only to find himself 
halfway up the range road a thousand meters cross wind 
from the target. Upper lips quivered, rejumps were 
demanded and harsh words directed at the judging staff 
who referred the attention of the complainants to their 
own jumpmaster. Meanwhile, Mark Ills and Papillons 
continued to bomb the target from all angles. Accuracy 
proceeded apace, interrupted only by the odd dull thud 
of a novice landing on the runway.

The week was not entirely without incident. Pete 
Santagoeds threw his hand deploy between his legs to 
his considerable discomfort and Jock Manson spilled an 
excellent lunch over his lap whilst accelerating down the 
runway during the fifteenth of his th irty seven sorties that 
day. Cloud base came down to six thousand feet, the 
Relative Workers paused momentarily in their endless 
Indian war dances and the word went forth that the Style 
Event was to begin. The Judge, having arrayed the tele­
meters, stopwatches and scoresheets to his entire satis­
faction was standing by the pit casting a benign eye upon 
the feverish activity around him and mentally computing
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the penalties for major and minor undershoots. His 
reverie was interrupted by the arrival of one Chandler, 
who, mentally standing to attention, felt it his duty to 
report that a member of the load was boarding the Huey, 
in his opinion, inadequately shod. Bootless, in fact. A 
small wisp of steam arose from the thinning pate of the 
Judge. Carefully handing his half smoked duty free cigar 
to a minion, he proceeded to the aircraft to verify this 
startling intelligence for himself.

The miscreant, a comely youth with shoulder length 
hair cascading gently over his shoulders from beneath a 
pale fawn ribbed French helmet and the offending off- 
white toes peeking coyly out from under outsize off- 
white bell bottoms stood waiting questioningly. The 
Judge spoke, quietly and sadly.
“ Do you understand English, young sir?”
The youth’s face broke into a beatific smile. “Yes indeed” , 
said he. “Then you’ve th irty seconds to get some effing 
boots on, otherwise you’re zapped” , responded the 
Judge reverting to character and, turning on his heel, 
strode off to resume his cigar and contemplation of the 
hired hands scratching about ineffectively in the pit.

The Style Event was concluded that same evening with 
two re-jumpers turning a cross set on a heading illum in­
ated by car headlights. Before they had landed the tele­
meters had been struck, the scores collated and posted 
on the board and two crates ordered. The outright winner 
was Nadolny of the German Airborne with an average of 
8.3 for the three sets. For reasons best known to himself 
he insisted on jumping a reefed Strat securely packed in 
a bag, which anachronistic juxtaposition earned him 
two total malfunctions within the space of four jumps. He 
left the DZ the following day clutching his trophies and a 
slider. First Rhine Army competitor was veteran Crab 
Ken Mapplebeck who also took the Rhine Army accuracy 
title and the first Open Overall, a worthy finale for a 
consistent and uncompromising competitor.

The four man RW event was conducted from the Huey 
and provided an interesting workout for the 27 Luftlande 
Brigade, German Army who were, however, closely 
pushed by the Lott in the guise of the British Army Team 
and by Quadriga of the Rhine Army who finished joint 
second. The Germans concentrated on flying a linked 
pair and two singles from the door, a technique which 
allowed for some impressive close flying once the initial 
formation had been built. The Meet was in fact a 
complete success for the 27 Luftlande Brigade who 
swept the board in the RW event, Team Accuracy, 
Individual Accuracy and Individual Style— a result which 
cast prophetic shadows for within a few weeks the full 
German Army Team were to finish third overall nation in 
the 14th Classic WPC in Zagreb.

The competition ended on Thursday evening with the 
traditional disco. Friday morning was bedevilled by low 
cloud and hangovers, Friday afternoon taken up with 
prizegiving and the striking of tents. Five days dawn to 
dusk operation made possible by the competitors, pilots 
and the willing tireless efforts of the Rhine Army Para­
chute Centre staff, headed by Mr perpetual motion 
McQueen ably backed up by George Clark, Ron Lutz, 
Ann Fowler and Gaby, Jack Fowler, Bob Card, Wally 
Wallace and the British Army Team who most profession­
ally judged all the accuracy. Proceedings were directed 
by David Ward, that most understanding of diplomats 
and conducted by impresario supreme Tom Oxley, that 
most thoughtful of all DZ potentates. The farewells were 
spoken, the addresses exchanged, the deals concluded, 
the arguments abated and the trophies distributed. Next 
year will be even bigger and better, Jock Manson will 
order chicken and chips for lunch and Pete Santagoeds 
will buy himself a handle. Pondering these and many

other thoughts, the Judge assigned his expenses to his 
Swiss bank, lit another duty free cigar, climbed into his 
yellow Rolls Royce and headed West towards the 
autobahn. DOUG PEACOCK

Ken Mapplebeck collected most of the hardware.

SECRETARY-GENERAL 
to the 

British Parachute Association Ltd.
Applications are invited for the above position. 
The successful candidate will be responsible 
to the elected Council of the British Parachute 
Association for implementing their policies, 
administration of the staff and office in 
Leicester, the Association’s accounts and 
managing the day-to-day service to a member­
ship of 10,000. Salary (around £5,000 p.a.) 
negotiable. Application, stating qualifications 
and experience, should be made in the first 
instance in writing to The Chairman, The 
British Parachute Association, 1 Chapel Court 

Mews, Wansford, Peterborough.

WAPPlCBi.-X



BUZZ’S CANADIAN COLUMN
Although I have reported at length on the controversy 
surrounding the 1977 Canadian Team and the outcome 
of the endless discussion centred thereon, I would like to 
add a few words about a most unfortunate side effect. 
Those of you, who may have read January, February, 
March and April issues of Canadian Parachutist, the 
magazine of the Association, will have seen two editor­
ials, which in tone and content are certainly contrary to 
any position taken by CSPA. In order to set the back­
ground for the unorthodox resignation of the editor, I 
must go back two years to the time when an extremely 
enthusiastic group in Ottawa took over the magazine. 
They did a tremendous job, with a minimum (none in 
actual fact) of interference from the Association. 
Unfortunately it appears this enthusiastic group began 
to regard the magazine as their own, so that when the 
Board of Directors exercised its right to decide the 
content of the magazine (in respect of the team issue) 
the editors seemed to feel that this was an affront to their 
integrity. This may have been influenced by the fact that 
they were 100% team supporters (for reasons I can only 
speculate about). Charges of censorship and tyranny 
were hurled about. The magazine quite clearly states that 
it is the official publication of the CSPA, and that being 
the case the Association has a clear right to lim it the 
content to whatsoever it chooses. It is a sad occurrence 
when volunteers get so wrapped up in their viewpoint 
and get carried away with self righteousness that they

feel that they are right and everyone else is wrong. Hence 
the resignation of Carol Wightman. Her successor 
resigned shortly thereafter for completely different 
reasons, and the publication of the magazine is now 
where it rightfully belongs— in our National Office.

In September 1976 I wrote a letter to the China Sports 
Federation in Peking suggesting that we investigate the 
possibility of establishing links between our two 
countries and the possibility of having an exchange of 
jumpers at some time in the future. There was no reaction 
or rep ly— just silence. Until the beginning of June this 
year, when their embassy in Ottawa informed our 
Executive Director that a delegation would be attending 
our National Championships. Ever inscrutable it appears 
that they had chosen to interpret my innocent letter as an 
invitation. We have at the time of writing no idea of the 
size of the delegation, nor of the skill level. Their ‘self 
invitation’ poses many problems — security, diplomacy, 
diet, preservation of face etc, and in true tradition the 
general level of behaviour of some of our competitors. 
All in all it promises to be an interesting week. In keeping 
with their mysterious ways, the Chinese have also invited 
themselves to Sweden immediately following their stay 
in Canada!

See you next issue,
BUZZ

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
B.P.A. does not guarantee equipment bought and sold through the medium of 

PLEASE this journal. Purchasers are advised to use the services of approved riggers. PLEASE
NOTE NOTE

* Classified Advertisements w ill only be accepted in the future if accompanied by a cheque or P/O made out to T h e  British Parachute Team Fund'
for a sum not less than 50p *

FOR SALE

French Pap in Security System plus Reserve Tray — £120 Mk I PC in Crossbow pig — £105
co n ta c t Graham Mills 0403-61277 co n ta c t N. Harrison 01-351 3054 (H)

Strat Pack and Harness and Reserve T ray— £100
co n ta c t Mike Farrell 021-357 5169

New C9TU in B4 Pack and Harness — £155
co n ta c t Simon R utherford— Lambourn 71737

Strato Cloud — £350, Strato Star — £200, PA System — £100, 
Boots (9V2) — £10

co n ta c t Paul Slaughter 01-764 3860 (H)

C9 TU in B4 pack and harness — £95, Irvin Skydiver plus 2 MA1s — £80, 
Custom pack and harness and reserve tray — £90, Student suit — £20

co n ta c t P. Earles, Witney 5634

Virtually new Strato-Star — £300
co n ta c t P. Watkins, 01-304 7365

Starlite — £200, Jumbo PC — £250
co n ta c t W. Bilsland, 15 Clyde Court, Glenrothes, Fife

C182 in flight d o o r—
co n ta c t Les Leader, 01-202-8535 (H), 01-629-8867 (W)

Strato Star pack and harness and reserve tray — £55, Paraboots (10)
— £12, C9 TU in Custom pack and harness— £100

co n ta c t P. Spedding, W igton (Cumbria) 3166 (W)

Comp PC — £120, Mini System — £100, Strato Star (Gold and Black)
— £200, Strat Pack and harness — £40, Reserve Tray — £30,
Jumpsuit — £18

co n ta c t A. Douglas, 0332-841502

French Pap in Mini System — £120, I24 (4 line chop) — £70
co n ta c t A. Grice, 040-489 697

Mk I PC and I 24 in GS Custom System — £250
co n ta c t P. Ritchie 0903-37883 (W), 45762 (H)

PC plus reserve and jumpsuit — £300, Boots (8) — £10, A ltimeter — £15
c o n ta c t M. West, Kinver 3309

C9 TU in B4 pack and harness, I 24, Boots (9), Jumpsuit — £150
c o n ta c t C. Taylor 01-550 8787

American Pap in Pioneer Pack and harness — £225,1 24 — £45, Altimaster
—  £20

co n ta c t P. White, Malvern 61397 (H)

French Pap — £225
co n ta c t E. Davies 0904-24351

Pathfinder in black mini-system plus reserve tray — £200 also altimeter
con tac t D. Burton, 41 Cromford Lane, Fairfield, Buxton, Derby

Strato Star and reserve tray — £275
co n ta c t B. Browell 0253-46424 (H)

Lo Po TU complete plus reserve tra y— £90
co n ta c t K. Joyner, 10 York Terrace, Chase Street, Wisbech, Cambs.

Mk I PC in stylem aster— £200, Boots (8) — £5
co n ta c t Mary Loukes 0274-35507

Strato Star in PA Hog Back — £300
co n ta c t Jane Spence 061-225 3969 (H), 061-236 9721 (W)

Competition PC plus reserve in Superpro pack and harness, Boots (8/9), 
Helmet, Goggles — £225

co n ta c t Diana Cassar 01-743 2340
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STARMAKERS 6 HALL CLOSE
STANFORD-LE-HOPE
ESSEX

super floater!
THE ORIGINAL Giant-wing Rele for the expert. 
Two pockets, swoop cords as standard. In heavy 
duty 12 oz cotton drill, single neck to crutch zip in 
extra H.D. nickel.
NEW Features include huge front sleeve panel in 
proofed nylon ‘Rip-stop’ for extra wind resistance.
One Price with orw ithoutspecial panel £31.75 
Built in Grab Handles 75p extra.
DON’T SETTLE FOR A COPY— TRY THE REAL 
SUPER FLOATER.

Standard Suits— Double zips, two pockets, 
elasticated neck and ankles, Velcro fastened
c u ffs ............................... from £21.70
Flared Suits— Wide bell flares on arms and legs, 
inner legs elasticated, Velcro inner cuff

from £26.95 
Bat-Wing— Wide flared legs, DEEP sleeve to 
Velcro fastened cuffs and double zips... from £26.95
All suits in heavy 12oz cotton with super heavy 
weight nickel zips.
Colours— Black, White, Red, Royal, Yellow,
Orange — any combination of chequer or stripe.

Write or phone for full details 
Mrs. Thurgood 
037-56 74010 evenings 
or 01-985 0261 business hours

Team suits designed— quotations- 
designs considered

■ Personal

I f t f t A f  ROCKS jam s f t it
ALDERSHOT 3/Z966 w

SUPER BAGGY
RELE ☆  
SUITS

Huge wing area. Made in 10oz-14oz proofed 
canvas. Suits in Red/Navy/Green/Yellow/ 
Orange/Brown Black/White. Trim in any colour, 
including rainbow stripes. Step in with HD nylon 
zips or two piece, stitched bell cuffs with plenty 
of Velcro. Pockets or swoop cords if required.
Price: £30+ £1 p&p. Also Student 
Suits in similar materials 
£20 + £1 p&p

Write or phone for order form.
Enquiries from overseas welcome. Team Kit including DZ Jackets 
designed if required. Just ask and we’ll do our best!
Also available from: G.S. Custom Parachutes, Thomas 
Sports Equipment and Sport Para Services Ltd.

DZ BAGS
Canvas DZ Bags in same colour as 
Rele Suits. Takes a Piggy-Back 
lying down and heap of kit. Strong 
webbing, handles and HD zip, or 
nylon pack material in black only.
Price: £10 + 50p p&p

BRASS MONKEY 
SUITS
Acrylic fur lined track-suit. Ideal for sitting in door! 
Navy, Red, White, Black. Elastic waist, collar 
and cuffs.
£10 tops, £7 trousers, *
£15 whole suit. y V
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THE 1978 CYPRUS CHAMPIONSHIPS
The 1978 Cyprus championships took place between 
10-17 August at Kingsfield Airstrip Dhekelia, the home of 
the Cyprus Combined Services Parachute Club. The 
championships used to be an annual event which was 
unfortunately suspended as a result of the 1974 troubles 
and subsequent partition of the island. However in 1977 
the championships were re-started and, both in 1977, 
and again this year, were most generously sponsored 
by Rothmans.

As there are seldom more than a dozen keen jumpers 
in Cyprus at any one time, most of the competitors and 
officials were specially imported for the occasion. The 
Meet Director was Tom Oxley from RAPA, the Chief 
Judge was Pete Sherman from Dubai, Ron Lutz 
generously came out as Assistant Judge, giving up a 
vacancy on an advanced instructors course to do so, 
and Gerald Stacey flew out the APA Cessna 206 which 
with our local Cessna 182, were the aircraft for the Meet.

There were representatives of all three services 
including the Wrens and Royal Marines and twelve 
competitors from the United Arab Emirates, who were on 
their way home after the RAPA Meet.

Jumping started every morning at either 5 or 6a.m. and 
generally finished at about 10a.m. when the daily sea 
breeze came up over limits. Even so some of the 
competitors from Northern Europe found the 95° F 
temperatures a little tiring to begin with.

Seven teams entered the team accuracy with five 
teams in the team relative event. The team accuracy 
quickly turned into a battle between RAPA and the UAE ‘A’ 
teams. The UAE ‘A’ proved superior as a team while 
Yorky Nisbett of RAPA and Mohammed Yousuf of UAE 
fought out the competition for the individual accuracy, 
with Yorky winning by 5 cms over eight rounds. The team 
relative event was jumped from 7000 feet with 25 seconds 
working time. It was a speed 4-Man, followed by a 
manoeuvre set by the judges. Again the result was very 
close with the result hanging on the UAE ‘A’ team’s last 
jump at the end of the last round. UAE ‘A ’ won by 1 point 
from RAPA by completing a 4-Man star followed by a 
manoeuvre. The novices competition had 11 competitors 
in it and was won by Downie of RAPA with Hassan 
Mohammed of UAE as runner-up.

Mick Samson in action.

The Meet was divided into five events: team accuracy, 
individual accuracy with scores derived from the team 
event, team relative, novices accuracy and water 
accuracy. Individuals not in a team were invited to form 
themselves into scratch teams. There were eight rounds 
of team accuracy, five rounds of both team relative and 
novices accuracy, and one round of water accuracy. All 
rounds were completed comfortably in the eight days 
available for the competition, despite the unprecedented 
(for Cyprus in August) low cloud and fog on two days.

Yorky Nisbett receives the Accuracy Trophy from General 
Taylor.

The water jump, a fun event, almost deserves an article 
in its own right. There were 36 competitors who decided 
to jump into Dhekelia Bay on a variety of canopies, 
ranging from C9 DL’s to strato clouds and even a Wing 
(which malfunctioned). There is of course a real 
problem measuring how far a competitor lands from the 
target buoy— unless of course the judges can walk on 
water. We recruited the local sub-aqua club to act as 
judges and safety men, it is quite a sight to see the judges 
under water waiting for your feet to come through their 
“ ceiling” ! One UAE competitor, who shall remain 
nameless, even managed to stay dry, he did a stand up
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‘Hell’s Angels’ obviously enjoyed themselves . . .
landing in the safety boat, which was alongside the target 
buoy! There was a tie for first place in the water jump 
between Yorky Nisbett and Mohammed Abdullah, who 
both landed on the target buoy.

The UAE ‘A’ team consisting of Mohammed Yousuf, 
Said Khalifa, AM Nasser and Ahmad Murad were a very 
deserving overall champion team, with RAPA as worthy

. . .  as did the UAE Team seen here with their loot.
runners-up.

Next year's Cyprus championships are provisionally 
scheduled for 9-23 August 1979 and all competitors will 
be most welcome. Civilian jumpers would however, 
have to find their own air passages and accommodation.

Words by Hugh Bennett 
Photos by Mick Samson and Rothmans

SOME RW TIPS FROM PAT WORKS
•  Pick maneuvers that match the ability of those on 

the load.
• Encourage no-contact as a fast way to learn 

awareness and perfect flight.
•  Determine positions. Use some of the more 

experienced people who can build a fast, solid base 
up front. Use less experienced flyers on the outside 
edges.

•  Design an exit which is as fast and efficient as possible. 
Plan to use floaters.

•  Gear up and walk through the dive on the ground from 
exit to break-off at least two or three times. Make sure 
everyone knows what to do.

•  Practice exit before takeoff.
•  Exit as fast and close together as possible.
•  Build large maneuvers in waves or stages, i.e. in a 

donut-flake, the flakers should set up and wait until 
the base unit is complete and stable. Don’t enter your 
slot until your counterpart on the other side of the 
formation can enter theirs. Never add float or sink to 
the formation.

•  Perfect speed is being at the right place at the right 
time. Perfect speed is being there so as to mesh with 
the flow of the developing dive smoothly.

•  Always take leg grips at the knee or th igh; never 
interfere with another's key control surfaces.

•  All docking should be done so that no momentum is 
transmitted into the formation.

•  Some formations float. Anticipate this. Don’t go low.
•  Concentrate on your flying assignment with happy 

abandon. If everyone does, it w ill go.
•  Although our medium is a ir— don’t forget the ground. 

Those in the base formation must cross-reference 
the ground to keep the formation from turning or 
sliding.

•  When flying formations, all members must fly smoothly 
and united. For example, in a diamond fly as smoothly 
as you would fly on your own. Don’t over-fly your 
part. The point man on a diamond initiates turns by 
bending at the waist toward the direction desired. 
Braking is primarily the job of the tail person. 
Anticipate the necessary corrections — be smooth 
and deliberate.

•  Don’t try to salvage a bad approach by hanging on 
and swinging or climbing your man’s legs, etc. Let 
go and fly back into the formation.

•  As soon as practical after landing, regroup and walk 
through the jump as it happened. Analyze and correct 
mistakes. Emphasize the maneuvers that went well. 
Use tact.

•  Think together, fly together, and your whole scene 
will flow together.

PAT WORKS.

British 30-Man Record Attempt

Any BPA member interested in jum ping 
in a televised British 30-Man Record 
Attempt — (a LARGE aircraft has been 
arranged with jumps at £5.00 each) — 
should contact the organiser, Eric Finney, 
at 157 Kenyon Lane, Moston, Manchester 
10. (Telephone 061-681 1740), fo r an 
application form. The latter also obtain­
able from the BPA Office. Mid November 
is the planned date.
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... more safety,more survival chances, 
more forgiving,more reliable 

PIGMEE With SOS
(SINGLE OPERATION SYSTEM)

“'3J0UI no( SJ3JJO |BI|1

japun u\\op uiojj pu wou e

We could show you a nice photo of the PIGMEE* — it’s compact, well shaped 
has built in kicker plate, externally mounted pilot chute, fully enclosed main 
risers, boxed main container for free packing, completely free underarm area, 
double thickness nylon duck containers, pull out pilot chute, etc. — the same 
features that all up-to-date pigs have. Instead we are showing you the one 
feature that no other rig has. The SOS system (Patent Pending) the one 
feature that makes all the difference (it may well save your life). By simply 
pulling the reserve ripcord all mals are AUTOMATICALLY taken care of with 
just ONE action. It’s simple like all good ideas, and obvious when you think 
about it. This 16mm sequence from our tests on a Spinning Strato Flyer mal 
shows why it’s safer.

1. Spinning Mal. Pull Reserve 
Handle. Risers Disconnect 
Automatically.

Pigmee Features
S.O.S. SYSTEM automatically disconnects risers 
and opens reserve.

• 42 options for your custom rig.
2. 1/40th second later. Distance
fallen 3’ (1m). Reserve Cont • Custom sized containers for all canopies up to
opens and Pilot Chute appears. P-C-

3. 2/40th second after pulling. 
Distance fallen 6' (1.7m) Pilot 
Chute lift off.

Fits all reserve canopiesupto 24’ Ripstop. 

Made from quality American materials. 

In flight transfer is possible.

* Within 3' you are starting to • Canopy can be disconnected without opening 
save yourself. No other rig can reserveforwaterorhighwindemergencies.
do this.

Tested to U.S.A. TSO C23b Australian 
AN0103-18 (Requires twice the number of re­
serve openings as the TSO)

PIGMEE is available 
from A$265. Send for 
your custom order 
form.

The S.O.S is a step forward in safety as great 
as the slider. It’s ready now tested and proven.

(Reg. Design)

PARACHUTES AUSTRALIA
407 Kent St., Sydney N.S.W. Australia 

Tel: 02-296441 Telex AA26724 
call back EHAUS
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BE ONE JUMP AHEAD
with our fast mail order 
system.

All your general requirements: 
Jumpsuits, Helmets, Paraboots, 
Gloves, Altimeters, Goggles, 
French Parabags, Hot Dogs, 
Dan Poynter Manuals.

SPECIAL OFFER
Protector Reserves
complete with pack, extractor, 
ripcord, ready to jump.

SPORT PARA 
SERVICES LTD.
Open: Weekdays 9a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
(lunch 1 p.m. to 2p.m.). Weekends and 
after 5.30 p.m. please phone in advance.

27 Fitzroy Road 
Fleet Hants

Tel: Fleet (02514) 3793

OATSHEAF
PUB

FLEET
CRICKET

CLUB

FITZROY ROAD

P I

READING ROAD NORTH

RAILWAY
STATION

PLEASE RING FOR PRICE LIST

B I N D E R S
in  handsom e lea the r 
c lo th  w ith  gold blocked 
nam e p la te  on spine, to 
take copies of your SPORT 
PARACHUTIST and USPA 
PARACHUTIST m agazines

Copies open Hat an d  can  
be rem oved  unm arked  
as req u ire d

£3 .00  incl. p/p & VAT
A ls o  a va ila b le
DAN POYNTERS fabu lous 
THE PARACHUTE M ANUAL

Give it the right 
'accident cover 

for aslittle as £2 per £1000
Parachute Personal Accident Scheme from as little as £2 
per £1000 or £5 per £1000 for fu ll cover including weekly 
benefits and a policy of particular interest to the self- 
employed.
We are specialist insurance brokers for parachuting and 
aviation and have available special schemes for Life 
Assurance and Permanent Health Insurance.
Write or telephone for details of your specific requirements.

GLADWELL GREENHILL (Insurance Brokers) Ltd., 
Specialist insurance brokers for 
parachuting and aviation 
178-179 Piccadilly, London W1V OOP.
Telephone: 01-409 0434.

V    — 4

A com p le te  encyclopaedia  
an d  T echn ica l M a n u a l 
in va lu ab le  to a ll R iggers  
Clubs an d  advanced  
te c h n ic a l pa ra ch u tis t 
in  g e n e ra l 

SPORT PARA SERVICES
27 FITZROY ROAD FLEET HANTS Tel: F leet 3793
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PARAGLIDE LTD.
23" TRICONICALS A ,

26" SUPERSTEERABLES />
MINISYSTEMS 

>£> ALTIMASTERS, etc.
a,Cr  and all PIONEER equipment ^

^ Churwell Avenue, Heaton Mersey 
v  Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 3QE 061-432-7315

So/e U.K. agents for PIONEER VS*

SPOTTER
AN INTERNATIONAL PARACHUTING NEWSMAGAZINE 

ORIGINATING IN THE NORTHEAST USA

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

$12— AIRMAIL

®54 Washington Street, Braintree,
MA 02184, U.S.A.

INSURANCE 
FOR PARACHUTISTS

WEST MERCIA 
INSURANCE BROKERS

High St.. Wombourne, Nr. Wolverhampton WV5 9DN 
Tel: Wombourne 2661/4705 (STD 090 77)

NORTH-WEST PARACHUTE COMPANY
Everything Parachuting Bought and Sold 

THE LOFT, 38 R0GERSFIELD, LANGH0, Nr. RLACKRURN, LANCS. 
TELEPHONE 47964 (Evenings)

Prop: R. N. Atherton (BPA Instructor and Rigger)

O u r 1 P in  Student Pack

Designed primarily for LL’s in sleeve, our 1 Pin Student Pack will 
take Mk1 PC types. Smaller versions for L/Weight rounds and 
Strato’s to your colour £ 27.50.
As used by Northwest Parachute Centre for over 12 months.
Our Sooper Swooper Pig illustrated with Mk1 PC in 3 pack and 
4 harness sizes with R2 or 3 type releases, iy 2 shots and hand 
deploy in velcroed pocket positioned to suit you with your colour 
choice £ 160.00. Single point release available when development 
testing complete at £ 10.00 extra.

Bargain Corner
New Starlite Tandem, red, black and gold £ 140.00.
As new Jerry Bird and Res. Tray, gold/blue and slider £ 75.00. 
Strato-Star Double Spectrum with sleeve, 6 jumps £320.00. 
Strato-Star, red, white with pack and bag, 80 jumps £230.00. 
Sooper Swooper as illustrated New Talisman, orange/black/white 
Mk1 PC. Pack in red/blue/gold £500.00.
R2/3 type canopy releases £8.00.
New Strato-Clouds £417.00.
Adidas Superlites still £20.00. Masters £ 25.00.
Jumpsuits from £ 22.00.
All the usual bits and bobs and of course, you bend it we will mend it.

O u r S oope r S w o o p e r Pig
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
COUNCIL MEETING, THURSDAY 20th JULY 1978 

held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester

Chairman vR. H. Swainson 
D. Orton 
P. G. Mitchell 
J. T. Crocker 
P. A. Howell 
G. Lilly
Brigadier J. Starling- 
(APA Co-opt)

PRESENT
W. J. Meacock 
D. I. Waugh 
J. Norris 
J. L. Thomas 
J. R. H. Sharpies 
P. Slaughter 
G. C. P. Shea-Simonds 
(Co-opt)

IN ATTENDANCE 
Sqn. Ldr. W. Paul — Secretary General BPA 
D. Peacock— NCSO BPA 
and 7 Observers 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
I. B. Wright W/O J. Laing

The Chairman welcomed Brig. J. Starling (Chairman APA) to his 
first Council Meeting as a Co-opted member.
Item 39/78
COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Safety and Training. The NCSO reported on the meeting of 

4th July 1978 (minutes previously distributed) and the 
following matters arose.
a) Cornwall Para. Centre — Display Incident. It was

understood that a report on the display incident was in 
the post.

b) Scottish Para. Club — Incident Report. The NCSO
presented additional information to that given at the 
STC Meeting. The meeting considered the STC 
recommendation that the Irvin Sliding Snap Hook be 
banned w.e.f. 1st August 1978. References were made 
to the cost of replacement hooks and the type of 
strong point used at Strathallan. The meeting agreed 
that the matter of the Irvin Sliding Snap Hook be refer­
red back to the STC and that those Council members 
with obviously strong views on certain aspects of the 
matter should attend the next STC meeting. Mr. 
Crocker referred to the effective date of the ban (1st 
August 1978) and suggested this be extended to four 
weeks after the next STC Meeting so that should the 
next STC meeting in the light of further arguments, 
ratify the ban, clubs wil have the same amount of time 
as was given from the previous STC Meeting. This was 
agreed.

c) Mr. Thomas referred to item 6.2 of the STC minutes 
and pointed out that he did not request permission to 
live test the equipment he presented to STC but that 
the equipment be put on the Approved List. This 
amendment to the minutes was agreed.

d) Mr. Shea-Simonds referred to Item 6.7 of the STC 
minutes and pointed out that in addition to being only 
16 months in the sport Mr. Reeves had made less than 
150 jumps. This amendment to the minutes was agreed.

2. Competitions. Mr. Waugh, Chairman Competitions Com­
mittee reported on the meetings of 26 June and 12 July (pre­
viously distributed).
26 June 1978
a) Travel arrangements to Raeford and W.P.C. (Item 1.3)

These had since been amended (as per Minutes of 12 
July).

b) British National Classic Championships (Item 2.1).
Major Houstoun had reported that items as listed, i.e. 
portable stands, tentage and radios were available 
from Army sources and could be available for next 
year providing sufficient notice was given and adequ­
ate insurance arranged.

c) Smirnoff Sponsorship. The allocation of the £1500 
grant from Smirnoff should be used to reduce the cost 
to competitors e.g.:
1) £250.00— reduction of General Entry Fee by £5.00 

per capita.

2) £300.00— provision of showerfacilities.
3) £500.00 — accommodation, messing and travel 

expenses for Championship Officials and Pilots.
4) £450.00 — to be used to subsidise jump costs — 

suggested reduction of 50p per jump.
These allocations had been effected and will be refer­
red to later.

d) Head of Delegation — W.P.C. 1978 (Item 3.1). It was
confirmed that Mr. Meacock had accepted to repre­
sent the Association as Head of Delegation.

e) Team Uniforms (Item 3.2). The formal uniform had 
been decided, thanks to a contact from Major 
Houstoun with the firm equipping the Army Team. The 
team were measured up on the last day of the Nat. 
Champs.

16 July 1978
a) Team Training U.S.A. (Item 1 (5.2).) Laker Airways had 

responded with an offer to provide air tickets Gatwick
— New York and return at the rate of £120 per capita 
(Note: this was in fact increased to £125 per capita). 
There would be no charge for excess baggage.

b) 1978 R.W. World Cup. The meeting agreed that the 
Army Team be recognised as the Official British Team 
for the 1978 R.W. World Cup. Major Houstoun had 
enquired if financial assistance would be available. 
Mr. Crocker, whilst appreciating the effort by the Army 
Team in becoming National R.W. Champions and 
going to a World Cup in a non World championship 
year, the problem was that once you support one team 
in a non World Championship you would require to 
have very good grounds for not supporting any other 
team which wants to go to other international meets. 
It was agreed that it would be unwise to set such a 
precedent as financial assistance but that every pos­
sible encouragement and assistance should be pro­
vided by BPA.

c) 1978 British Team. As a result of the National Champ­
ionships the following were selected to represent 
Great Britain in the forthcoming W.P.C. in Yugoslavia: 
Men D. Young D. Tylcoat

A. Milne R. Hiatt
M. Bird P. J. Byrne

Women Jackie Smith Sandy Milne
The remainderof the Delegation:
Head of Delegation: W. J. Meacock 
Team Coach: R. O. King 
FAI Judges: D. Peacock, R. K. Burn 
The Secretary General reported on travel arrange­
ments for training in the USA and for the W.P.C. A 
bulletin giving detailed arrangements would be pro­
duced and distributed to all members of the delega­
tion.
The NCSO reported he was in contact with Godfrey 
Davis trying to arrange a vehicle for the transportation 
of equipment to Zagreb. It was agreed that in the ab­
sence as yet of any vehicle sponsorship or assistance 
these negotiations with Godfrey Davis go ahead.

d) Team Clothing. The bid for sports clothing was ap­
proved and additionally BPA would provide Sweater 
Shirts with the Association insignia and British Para­
chute Team overprinted.

e) Team Insurance. This was to be negotiated to cover all 
delegation members up to £2,000 for medical insur­
ance.

3. Finance. Mr. P. G. Mitchell reported there had not been a 
meeting of the Finance Committee. It was agreed a meet­
ing be held in London on Friday 4th August at 0930 at 
Metropolis House. The draft accounts for year ended 31st 
March 1978 and a draft of the Sports Council Grand Bid 
plus supporting papers would be distributed to members of 
the committee in time for consideration prior to the meeting.



The common practice amongst Auditors is to write a Man­
agement Letter to those clients indicating any weaknesses 
in internal control, in systems, or any recommendations 
that they think would benefit their client in the way they run 
their business. He had already agreed with the Auditors 
that such a letter w ill in future be forthcoming and certainly 
one for this year, in itially addressed to the Chairman of 
Council and copied to himself. The letter should be to hand 
before the next Finance Committee Meeting.
The mater of staff at Kimberley House referred to at the pre­
vious Council Meeting would be considered at the next 
Finance Committee Meeting.

4. Forward Planning. Mr. Howell reported on the following:
a) ‘State Express’ grant to Sport Aid Foundation. Atten­

tion was drawn to the fact that the ‘State Express Cig­
arette Co.’ is to give £1/i> million to the S.A.F.

b) Sports Council Representative. Mr. Howell reported 
that he had received a Directory for his own particular 
region of the Sports Council. He drew the attention of 
other Regional Representatives to this most useful 
directory and stressed that they should ensure that 
their details appear in the Directory for their particular 
Region.

c) Planning Permission. Reference was made to a letter 
from the East Midland Council fo r Sports and Recrea­
tion (already distributed) which had been written as a 
result of our correspondence with the Sec. of State for 
the Environment. The content was discussed and it 
was agreed that Mr. Howell would draft a reply for ap­
proval by the Chairman.

d) Cornwall Parachute Centre. The current situation was 
discussed. The NCSO had visited the Centre and Mr. 
Howell was in touch with the local council re planning 
permission and was awaiting their reaction.

e) Bickmarsh. Application had been made for permission 
to use Long Marston as a drop zone, it is a hard runway 
airfield about 4 nautical miles from Bickmarsh. The 
application had been turned down on the grounds that 
it would be an over intensive use of Long Marston as 
such. What particularly concerned Mr. Howell was the 
fact that in the course of consultations a letter was 
written to the B.G.A. The reply from BGA in effect 
objected to parachuting at Long Marston and may well 
have contributed towards the refusal because the 
grounds for refusal were that parachuting when com­
bined with G liding and the other activities would con­
stitute an over use of the area. What concerned him 
particularly was the fact that the BGA had no right to 
write such a letter since they have no lease at Long 
Marston and the application was put in on behalf of the 
owner but more particularly that this letter should have 
been written at all especially w ithout consultations 
with the BPA. He fo r one had personally strived to 
make it possible for parachuting and gliding to mix on 
a 13 acre site and was therefore upset to see such a 
letter written by the BGA when you are referring to 650 
acre site where the activities can mix. A strong protest 
was to be made to BGA.

f) Conference on Sport and The Law. Mr. Howell re- 
proted that he gave a paper to a Conference on Sport 
and the Law held at Birmingham University. This was 
attended by a wide range of activities. The Sec. Gen. 
reported that a National Conference on Sport and The 
Law was scheduled to be held in London. The informa-

' tion on this would be passed to Mr. Howell when it was 
to hand.

g) National Centre. Mr. Mitchell expressed the wish to re­
surrect the matter of a National Centre. Considerable 
ground work had been done which will serve us well 
no matter where it was decided to take a National 
Centre. A resolution approving a National Centre as 
being a good thing and that we want one was on 
record and this aim should not be abandoned simply 
because we were unable to proceed with Bickmarsh. 
All that is required are reasonable suggestions as to 
the site. It was agreed that the matter of a National 
Centre should be kept alive and that any ideas on 
particular sites should be form ally passed to Mr. 
Mitchell, Chairman of the National Centre Committee.

Item 40/78
PREVIOUS MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING
1. National Classic Championships (Item 33/78 1(2) ). Mr

Shea-Simonds asked if Mr. Edbrooke C.C.P.R. had 
attended the championships. In response the Sec. Gen. 
reported he had not and had notified to this effect. Since no 
reply was received from Gen. Wilson, Mr. Shea-Simonds 
asked if, as had been agreed, Sue Phillips had been invited 
in his place. The Sec. Gen. reported she had not because of 
the short notice and the fact that Smirnoff had finalised with 
the Mayor of Bridlington. Mr. Shea-Simonds was not 
satisfied that the BPA Office had implemented the wishes of 
Council in this matter.

2. The Chairman expressed the view that the buffet laid on for 
the competitors on the final night of the championships was 
not as good as it should have been and in future we should 
spend more money to ensure a satisfactory standard. The 
Sec. Gen. replied that the buffet was arranged with the club 
and was supplemented by the balance from Smirnoff’s 
buffet. The amount when in itia lly laid out seemed adequate 
for the expected numbers.

3. Competition Caravan (Item 33/78 1.e). The Sec. Gen. 
reported that a case for a Special Project Grant was ready 
and only awaited a firm quotation from the suppliers of the 
caravan. The NCSO was in communcation with the sup­
pliers on this matter.

4. World Championships (Item 33/78 (3) (a) ). Mr. Shea- 
Simonds asked if there was any plan to offer Laker Airways 
any form of publicity in return for their assistance in get­
ting the British Team to the USA. The assistance had al­
ready been acknowledged by a thank you letter but it was 
agreed the Chairman should write offering such P.R. 
I iaison as they may wish from us.

5. Leeds Bradford Para. Club (Item 33/78 (3) ( c ) ). The Chair­
man reported that the latest information from the Chairman 
of Leeds/Bradford Club was that things were moving along 
fairly well.

6. Midland Parachute Club (Item 34/78 (b) ). Mr. Crocker up­
dated the meeting on the latest position re Midland Para­
chute Centre. The inforcement notice had not yet been 
served.

7. Wessex Parachute Club (Item 34/78 (h ) ). There had been no 
response to the magazine entry (June ’78). Mr. Crocker had 
nothing furtherto  report.

8. R.S.A. Parachute Club (Item 34/78 (j) (1 ) ). The account had 
now been settled in full.

9. G. S. Custom Parachutes (Item 34/78 (j) (2 ) ). The balance of 
this account now standing at £50 had not yet been settled. 
Efforts to recover the balance to be continued.

10. Elvin Skysports (Item 34/78 (j) (3) ). No response to date. 
Mr. Crocker reported that correspondence had been re­
turned by the P.O. ‘No postal point’. The amount due stands 
at £96 for magazine adverts. It was agreed that action be 
taken to sue for the debt. Mr. Crocker would arrange for the 
necessary action.

11. President of B.P.A. (Item 35/78). A reply from H.R.H. Prince 
Andrew regretted that H.R.H. could not a’ccept such 
appointments till after he had completed his education 
programme. The Sec. Gen. would bring the matter forward 
at a suitable time.

12. Additional Video Monitor Screen (Item 36/78). This had 
been purchased and was in use.

13. Staff — B.P.A. Office (Item 37/78). This would be a matter 
forconsideration by the Finance Committee.

The Minutes of the Meeting of 15th June were agreed as pub­
lished and signed by the Chairman.
Item 41/75 
OTHER BUSINESS 
WHITBREAD SPORTS TRUST
The Sec. Gen. reported that a grant of £500 had been made by 
the Whitbread Sports Trust. A draft scheme as circulated was 
considered and duly amended as per attached and was to be 
distributed to all clubs.
Item 42/78
TULLIS RUSSELL TROPHY
The Trophy was that presented by the T ullis Russell PaperGroup
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in conjunction with the 30 year anniversary of Glenrothes New 
Town. The Glenrothes Development Corporation now wished 
to know if the competition could now be an ongoing affair say 
associated with the Home Internationals. The meeting was in 
agreement that winning the Trophy should be an ongoing affair 
but that presentation should be made at any time to any team 
which succeeded in breaking the current British link-up Record. 
The Sec. Gen. would convey this view to the Glenrothes 
Development Corporation.
Item 43/78
SUPPLY OF HARNESS & FRAME— MR. A. KELLY
The Sec. Gen. sought approval for the purchase by Mr. Kelly 
(N. Ireland) of a set of Suspended Harness and Frame. This 
approval was sought because current policy dictated that the 
harnesses and frames were for supply to affiliated clubs. The 
meeting agreed that Mr. Kelly be permitted to purchase a 
harness and frame at cost price (£65.00) but not subject to the 
BPA subsidy on the frame.
Item 44/78
C.9 REPLACEMENT
The Chairman introduced the subject and asked Council 
Members to consider for the next meeting BPA involvement in 
the sponsoring of a replacement C.9. canopy of low porosity, 
possibly Double L or 5 gore TU netted, with a mesh skirt. Intro­
duction of such a canopy could possibly injure less people and 
reduce rate of malfunctions. Two canopies were under trial at 
APA and should APA decide to place an order for one or other of 
the canopies it may well be that clubs and/or BPA could supple­
ment such an order to provide a better cost figure.
Item 45/78
ELECTRONIC DISC PAD
Grants had been made to Mr. McBride and Dr. Flinn for the 
development of Electronic Disc Pads and some progress was 
being made in the production of these. Dr. Flinn’s pad had been 
used at the Nationals but damage to the pad had presented 
problems— he was now working on this. Mr. McBride’s pad was 
not ready for use in that he had experienced the same problem. 
It was proposed by Mr. Waugh seconded by Mr. Lilly that BPA 
purchase an Electronic Disc Pad with two spare pads as 
advertised by Para Gear at a cost of approx. $400. The proposal 
was carried by 11 votes to one against.
The NCSO would order the Electronic Disc Pad from Para Gear 
for delivery to the British Team at Raeford.
Item 46/78
MR. R. LEEFMANS
As a result of a letter to the Chairman from Bob Leefmans (ex 
RM) being read to the meeting, and a suggestion that some form 
of fund be set up for him, it was proposed by Mr. Crocker and 
seconded by Mr. Thomas that a ‘Leefmans Appeal Fund’ be set 
up. The setting up of the Appeal Fund would be notified via the 
magazine and a letter to all members. It was further proposed by 
Mr. Waugh and seconded by Mr. Crocker that the profit from the 
National Classic Championships be credited to the fund.
Carried Unanimously 
Item 47/78
APPEAL AGAINST STC DECISION— MISS W. MILLER
A letter appealing against the decision of STC Meeting of 18th 
April 1978 was read by the Chairman. The meeting concluded 
that such an appeal required the attendance of the parties in­
volved and the Sec. Gen. would arrange their attendance at the 
next meeting.
ADDENDUM
Mr. Waugh referred to the National Classic Championships and 
the value of the provisional income and expenditure account 
which had been placed before Council. He would arrange for the 
whole matter of Sponsorship and Budgeting to be discussed in 
detail at the next Competition Committee Meeting when an up­
dated Income and Expenditure Account would be available.

If the Article about the recent Big Event in which 
you were a participant hasn’t appeared in this issue, 
it’s because the guy who promised to write it up 
and/or supply the photos, hasn’t! !!

'W e  e v e n  & a v e  a u n  

c lo t&  ( M M te tt 

e x c lu s iv e ly  f in  u & (

Direct from Europe’s 
Largest Manufacturer

WRITE OR PHONE T O D A Y ____
FOR BRITISH PARA VENTURES’ 1978 BROCHURE

A Multitude of colours and designs including 
the new ‘DENIM’ range 

and starring . . . the

“the ultimate in controllable lift”

USED BY THE 1977 BRITISH FOUR MAN TEAM
AT WORLD RELATIVE MEET

‘The best suits we've ever worn’
(Ray Willis) 4 man British Team Captain

For brochure contact:

BRITISH PARA VENTURES
14d BRICKFIELDS ROAD, WORCESTER 

or Telephone Worcester 25983 or 24203 (Office Hours) 
or Worcester 51690 (Evenings or Weekends)
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
SAFETY & TRAINING COMMITTEE MEETING, TUESDAY 15th AUGUST 1978 

held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester
PRESENT

J. Crocker MPC— Chairman
D. Peacock NCSO
D. Orton Staffs Skydivers
A. Collingwood SPC
M. Winwood LIFFT
P. Young RSA
E. Strawson RGJ
J. Laing JSPC(N)
C. Shea-Simonds Co-opted
L. Melhuish Wales & West
E. Finney MSPC
W. J. Meacock PPC
J. Hitchen SFFP
A. G. Knight MCPC

OBSERVERS
D. Palmer D. Hickling
A. Hickling D. Turner
T. Butler D. Gays
A. Young H. Curtis
P. Curtis R. Dowling
G. Robinson R. Harman

APOLOGIES
A. Riddick D. Prince

Item 1
PREVIOUS MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 
1.7 Cornwall Display. A letter from the CCI, M. Stanton, was read 
out to the meeting and a photograph of the DZ and target posi­
tion was passed round. It was agreed that the positioning of the 
target cross contravened BSRs and that the Chairman was to 
write a letter of reprimand and caution to the Cornwall Para­
chute Centre.
4. Reserve Kicker Spring — Boscombe Down Trials. A letter from 
the RAF Trials Unit at Boscombe Down was read out to the meet­
ing. This stated that the ir trials were conducted with a reserve 
incorporating a kicker spring together with several inflation aids 
integral with the canopy. Results indicated that this prototype 
reserve gave quicker deployments when operated against a 
fully inflated main. It was also stated that a parachutist would 
have no d ifficu lty in counteracting the effect of the spring and 
throwing the canopy clear.
J. Laing stated that JSPC (N) were fitting kicker springs into all 
student reserves. His primary object was to ensure adequate 
canopy clearance in case of AOD deployment when no action by 
the parachutist had been taken. He also stated that the kicker 
spring did not render manual deployment of the canopy more 
difficu lt and that no change in current reserve drills was en­
visaged. He agreed to keep STC updated on progress with the 
new system.
W. J. Meacock also stated it was his intention to fit kicker springs 
to student reserve parachutes in use at the PPC.
The NCSO was to write to Boscombe Down thanking them for 
the information and requesting that any future results be made 
available to the BPA.
5.1 Netheravon Incident. J. Laing gave a brief resume of the in­
cident in which two static lines were severed during an Islander 
sortie. An RAF Board of Inquiry had completed its report. The 
Chairman invited questions from the members to the jump- 
master concerned — R. Harman, the main point at issue being 
the action of the J/M in despatching a second S/L parachutist 
after one line had been severed on the previous pass.
Paul Young asked: “ Did the J/M still think his decision to carry 
on with the sortie was the correct one?"
Answer: “ No”
The RAF Board of Inquiry was concerned about the fact that the 
pilot of the aircraft had not been informed of the severed static 
line on the first pass. The STC could not understand why the 
pilot should have been informed and queried the validity of this 
point.
The CCI, J. Laing, said that in his view, the J/M had committed 
an error of judgement, which view was endorsed by the STC. It 
was decided that no further action in the case of the J/M was 
necessary.

The static lines had been severed on the stainless steel door 
surround, which had fractured at a welded jo in t exposing razor 
sharp edges. The J/M had checked the door surround prior to 
take off and no evidence of potential fracturing was visible at 
that time.
5.3 IRVIN Snap hook — Strathallan Incident. The comments by 
Council on the ruling to ban this item of equipment were noted, 
but it was decided that they did not constitute sufficient reason 
to change the previous decision.
6.5 M. Buxton — Application to use 3 Ring Cirus. This item was 
to be amended to read: “This exemption is granted subsequent 
to approval by his CCI.”
It was proposed by C. Shea-Simonds and seconded by M. 
Winwood that the minutes be approved. This was carried.
Item 2
IRVIN SNAP HOOK
This was covered in item 1 — Previous Minutes and matters 
arising.
Item 3
CORNWALL DISPLAY
Also covered in Item 1.
Item 4
SUPERVISION OF EXPERIENCED PARACHUTISTS ACTING 
AS JUMPMASTERS
It was proposed by C. Shea-Simonds and seconded by L. 
Melhuish that Sec. 3 Para 3 of BSRs be amended to read as 
follows:
“ Experienced parachutists training as instructors may despatch 
students under the direct supervision of instructors in the air­
c ra ft— unless the supervising instructor is also the pilot of the 
aircraft.
Carried unanimously.
4.1 Proposed changes to BSRs Sec. 6 (Pilots). A proposal by 
C. Shea-Simonds to amend para. 1 of Sec. 6 was read to the 
meeting. This was:
“To be qualified for testing for suitability to drop parachutists 
a pilot must have at least 100 hours flying solo or as pilot in 
command (Unless he is a ‘D’ Certificate parachutist in which 
case the experience required is 75 hours as pilot in command). 
Experience on the type to be used must be as follows:
Less than 150 hours P1— 10 hre P1 on type 
150 hours—250 hours P1—5 hours P1 on type 
Over 250 Hours P1—to have been checked out on type 
The remainder of Section 6 to remain unchanged”
This proposal engendered considerable discussion, several 
members expressing the thought that it may be unduly restric­
tive. In view of the discussion it was felt that members should 
be given more time to consider the matter and consequently the 
proposal was adjourned to the next meeting. Apropos the latter, 
it was requested that agenda items which obviously required 
prior consideration by members either be printed in the agenda 
in their entirety or circulated separately in good time before the 
meeting. The NCSO was to make the necessary internal admin, 
arrangements.

Item 5
INCIDENT REPORTS
1. Shobdon. A report of an accident to a first jum p student on

12 Julywas submitted by the CCI of the LIFFT, M. Winwood. 
The relevant extracts were read to the meeting. The student 
in question was making his first S/L descent. A complete 
ground training programme had been undergone at the 
LIFFT Club. The aircraft was flown at the correct speed, 
nevertheless the student, using a bag deployed S/L System 
experienced a fast rotating 3 lobe blown periphery mal­
function. He operated his reserve parachute at approxi­
mately 1800 feet. The reserve became entangled between 
the two sets of risers, possibly due to the high rate of rota­
tion, and failed to deploy. The student landed on a hangar 
roof, broke through a skylight and remained suspended 
some three feet from the hangar floor by his main which 
had snagged on the roof. He suffered a bruised knee, head­
ache and shock.
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Further points arising were that the parachute had been 
correctly checked and signed for on the day previous to the 
incident.
The STC made the following comments:
a) In view of the widespread publicity this incident at­

tracted it was commendable that the incident report 
was filed immediately with the BPA, thus enabling the 
office factually to deal with the leading questions 
posed by the media.

b) When carrying out packing checks on bag deployed 
S/L parachutes it is ESSENTIAL that such checks 
include the fact that the periphery is stowed squarely 
in line with the mouth of the bag before the mouthlock 
is closed.

2. Premature Release of R3’s — Peterborough. A visiting 
parachutist had one set of risers disconnect on opening. 
Two points were arising:
a) Experienced parachutists are responsible fo r the 

checking of ALL ITEMS of equipment before jumping.
b) In view of the d ifficu lty of the parachutist in releasing 

the other side — on deployment the R3’s were posi­
tioned behind his shoulders — all parachutists are 
reminded of the basic requirement of having correctly 
fitted equipment.

3. A letter from I. Robertson concerning the fitment of high 
D rings to a B12 harness was read to the meeting. This letter 
is reproduced for circulation w ith these minutes.

4. Shobdon A ir Display. A resume of an incident at Shobdon 
on 16 July was given to the meeting by J. Boxall. A mass 
drop from 5000’ by 14 parachutists resulted in a two man 
canopy collision as the jumpers were on final approach into 
the arena. J. Tidewell sustained a broken ankle. All jumpers 
were reminded of the need for continuous observations at 
all times.

Item 6
EXEMPTIONS
1. Ian Robertson — Red Barons & Skymasters Display Team.

Ian Robertson, who held a BPA Advanced Instructor rating 
until September 1977 requested permission to despatch ‘C ’ 
Certificate holders on Displays. This request was supported 
in writing by Gordon Fernie, Ian MacLennan, Tom Dickson 
and Norman Addison.
Consideration was given to the fact that Robertson had had 
wide experience in the sport (8 years) including two years 
as a full time instructor and also to the fact that support 
was given by the above mentioned senior instructors. 
Furthermore, he had relinquished his advanced rating 
voluntarily last year as he felt he could no longer carry out 
the task fu lly  due to his rigging commitments. His integrity 
in this respect was noted. An exemption to Sec. 21 para 6(b) 
of BSRs in respect of I. Robertson was proposed by D. 
Orton and seconded by J. Laing. This was carried, the 
NCSO was to inform I. Robertson.

2. A request by K. J. Alderidge, a ‘C ’ Licence holder with 150 
jumps to use a 3 Ring Circus single point release system 
was supported by his CCI P. K. Hibberd. This exemption 
was granted.

Item 7
INSTRUCTOR COURSE 3-78

A report on this course was given to the meeting by the 
NCSO. Six candidates had attended the examination 
course, all had been recommended for an Approved In­
structor Rating. A further six candidates had attended the 
PI Course, all had been passed and given PI rating. In­
dividual reports had been forwarded to CCIs concerned, 
and a full course report distributed to Council. The STC 
were most appreciative of the excellent facilities and sup­
port provided by the APA Centre Netheravon in the running 
of the Course.

Item 8
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. Phillip Curtis, aged 13, made a personal request to be allow­

ed to make a parachute descent; he had been attending a 
drop zone for the past five years and felt fu lly  confident of 
his ability, once he had received the appropriate formal 
training. His father J. Curtis was present and emphasised

that Phillip was making the request entirely of his own 
volition. He felt that Phillip would be able to cope with a 
parachute descent, but was w illing to be guided by the 
Committee.
After considerable discussion, a proposal by M. Winwood 
that Phillip Curtis, being under the age of 16 years be 
allowed to make a parachute descent failed to attract a 
seconder. The Chairman expressed the unanimous admira­
tion of the meeting for the initiative shown by Phillip, and 
emphasised that the rejection was in no way a personal 
rejection, but was necessary because of the complications 
implicit should such a precedent be set. Phillip was invited 
to re-submit his application once he had reached the age of 
fifteen.

2. Alan Ashton — renewal of Instructor Rating. The above 
mentioned instructor rating lapsed on 31 March this year. 
His renewal was supported by his CCI, W. J. Meacock. It 
was decided that the renewal be granted subject to the f il­
ing of the necessary application.

3. R. Fothergill— modified R3 Canopy Releases. R. Fothergill 
produced for inspection a set of R3 canopy releases which 
he had modified. He was given permission to carry out live 
trials on these with a suitable cutaway rig. In addition, para­
chutists nominated by CCI Bickmarsh were authorised to 
participate in these trials in order to gain a larger spread 
of experience and input.

4. Request by paraplegic to make parachute descent. A letter 
from R. Coleman, who is paralysed in both legs was read to 
the meeting. He requested permission to make a parachute 
descent into water. The request was discussed, bearing in 
mind the precedent of a previous application which had not 
been granted. It was decided that the risks inherent in a 
parachute descent into water, i.e. possible entanglement 
with lines etc. were such that the application could not be 
entertained, for reasons of safety. With regret, the applica­
tion to STC was refused and the NCSO was to write a suit­
able letter to Mr. Coleman.

5. GASCO Flight Safety Film. C. Shea-Simonds proposed that 
John Ward, Secretary of the General Aviation Safety Com­
mittee be invited to the Instructors’ Convention on 6 Jan. 
1979 to show the latest Flight Safety Film. This had already 
been seen by C. Shea-Simonds and the NCSO, who sup­
ported the view that the film  was of top quality and had valid 
application to parachuting from the viewpoint of promoting 
safety awareness.
It was agreed that the NCSO write to John Ward inviting 
him to the convention.

BPA LOTTERY
Draw No. 2— 31st August 1978 

PRIZEWINNERS
Ticket No. Name Prize
161776 J. Murphy £100.00
160795 M. Rigby £ 75.00
172104 S. Claringbould £50.00

PRIZEWINNERS NOTIFIED BY POST 
The following draws are still to be drawn and 
all tickets will be eligible for each of the draws.

STILL TO COME!
Draw No. 3 — 31 st October (£100.00 £75.00

£50.00)

Final Draw — 6th January 1979 (£1000.00
£500.00 £250.00)

PLEASE SEND YOUR MONEY AND COUNTERFOILS NOW

Books of tickets available from BPA Office
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SKYSPORTS LTD.
Parachute Equipment Sales •  Full Rigging Service •  Aircraft Lease

Ram Air Canopies
Strato-Cloud (until present stock sold) ........................................ £399
252 Para-Foil ....................................................................................£393
252 Lite ............................................................................................. £399
Mini-Foil ............................................................................................ £329
S tra to-F lye r................ ..................... ................................................. £318
Strato-Star ........................................................................................ £318
(due to lack of demand not held in stock).
Cobra 10 ....................................................... ....................................£343

Sierra
The Sierra canopy is a leader in lightweight round RW canopies.
Weight same as Flyer— 9.3lbs ................................................... £229

Reserves 
Sierra Lite.
A 26ft steerable Lopo with 4 line release. Also obtainable with
modifications weight 7lbs .............................................................. £189
National 26ft Bias/Lopo
4 line release steering TSO’d with or w ithout diaper weight
7.5lbs ............................................................................................... £199
Free flight “ preserve”
A 24ft Lopo steerable reserve that packs very small and weighs 
only 6.5lbs ......................................................... ............................ £185

Student Canopies
24ft T10 reserve .............................................................................. £65
24ft steerable reserve ..................................................................... £75
28ft C 9 ............................................................................................... £46
28ft C9 with “ DL” mod......................... ........................................... £59
28ft C9 with “TU” mod.................................................................... £65
35ft T10 ............................................................................................. £59
35ft T10 with mods............................................. ............................. £85

Harness and Container systems 
The Mini-system
Conventional main and reserve .................................................£196
Stylemaster Conventional main and reserve ...........................£163
Rodriguez ‘Tear drop”  The latest innovation in conventional gear

Student Systems
Skysports "Static” ........................................................................... £32
Skysports “ Freefall” ........................................................................ £22

Tandem Systems
“The Eagle” By Strong Enterprises, Florida, USA. With single
point release and POP hand deploy...........................................£196
SST System By the Jump Shack, USA. Basic system ...............£174
Optional Extras:
POP hand d e p lo y .............................................................................£15
R-3s ....................................................................................................£11
Bag .....................................................................................................£12
with Booth 3 ring single point release.

“ Racer” by SST
inclusive of P O P ..............................................................................£189
Options as above designed for the serious relative worker 
jumping light weight canopies.
Wonderhog II by Bill Booth of the Relative W orkshop USA. Single 
point release hand deploy with or w ithout bellyband no
e x tra s ............................................................................................... £215
Classiflyer By Jerry Meyers of the Altitude Shop, USA. Made from 
Cordura and featuring a single point release and hand deploy.
Unsurpassed W orkm anship ........................................................ £223
The Handbury By Jim Handbury of Elsinore, USA. Best described 
as “The Californian wonder hog” . Single point release is a choice 
between the Booth 3 Ring and the "YES” system. Also features 
hand deploy. No e x tra s ..................................................................£194

Harnesses
Mini-System. From the Chute Shop, USA..................................... £83
Starlite. By Strong Enterprises, USA............................................£55
Stylemaster. By Strong Enterprises.............................................£67
“The Student” . By S kysports ........................................................ £48

Pilot Chutes
36” Hand deploy ........................................................................ £12.30
SST pull out pilot c h u te ............................................................£18.50
40” High drag pilot chute .................................................................£23
Hot Dog pilot c h u te ................................................................... £18.50
Mini-Grabber ..................................................................................£18.50
Mai Pilot chute

Ram Air Sliders
18” x 20” ............................................................................................ £5.50
Custom sliders .................................................................................£7.80
Para-Flite sliders ........................................................................... £14.65

Sleeves, Bags, Pods, and Deployment Devices
Sleeves for PC, PAP., Sierra etc.............................................. £15— £21
Deployment Bags and P ods ..........................................£10.50— £17
Quarter Bags ......................................................................................... £5
Deployment Straps ......................................................................... £1.60

Ripcords
All types ......................................................................... £3.60 to £9.00
Locking Loops ....................................................................................35p
Chrome release pins ......................................................................... 85p
Student Static Line ......................................................................... £7.50

Large Stock of Hardware
Ask and we will provide
R -3 r.........................................................................................................£11
R2-2 The single point release by Rodriguez grommet chucks and
dies. Grommets and washers kicker p la te .................................... £1.30
36” made up bridle sleeve deployment line .................................85p

Jump Boots
Adidas Master .....................................................................................£25
Adidas ‘Super Lite” ....................................................................... £21.50
French competition 
French RW Model

Jumpsuits
Student and Style Suits ........................................ £22— £27.50
Brand X ................................................................................................ £49
Brand X Swing-Wing ......................................................................... £55
Jetty Meyers— “Total Ellipse” ......................................................... £55
The “Skysports Sequential” ............................................................. £43
This RW suit is built from Acrylic imported from the USA. The
quality and workmanship are second to none. Visit Skysports and 
compare our suit with a Brand X and an Ellipse.

All Purpose Gear Bags
High Quality Bags made from Dupont Cordura. Price according to 
s iz e .................................................................................£9.50 to £26.00

Gloves
£3.00 to £7.50 

Helmets
Cebe ......................................................................................................£10
Cooper 600 .....................................................................................£15.50
Grant ............................................................................................... £12.90
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Goggles
Boogie Goggles as used by Skydivers the World o v e r .............£2.10
Eyeglass Holders ...............................................................................85p

Altimeters
Due to a drastic increase in the manufacturers price fo r the 
Altimaster II $59.95 to $89.95 we are forced to increase our price 
to £55.

The Altimaster III looks the best buy at the moment as the
manufacturers list price remains $75. Our price ....................... £45.50

including duty and V.A.T.
Superlite cushion A ltimeter m o u n t.......................................... £2.70
Leather mount from RW Shop USA.......................................... £0.00
Velcro wrist mount ...................................................................... £2.95
Replacement lens for Altimaster II ............................................. £1.45
Panel fora ltim eterand stop w a tc h ................................................ £4.50
‘Flexlite’ flashlight to light your altimeter on your night SCR
Jump ...............................................................................................£6.95
Cyalume Chemical Light ............................................................£1.00

Automatic Openers
FXC Model 12000. This unit is completely mechanical and 
servicing costs very low. The same company provide the USAF with
openers fo r ejection seats.............................................................. £169
Sentinel 2000 ............................................................................ £124.50
Sentinel Test Chamber .....................................................................£58
KAP-3P. This system comprises of a clock mechanism and a 
pressure aneroid system. No expensive plates, handles or 
cartridges..........................................................................................£153

Life Vests
For water jumps intentional and otherwise. Save yourself and 
more important, yourgear! L.P.U. flotation chamber ............£10.50

T Shirts
From Wayne and the Swoop Shop USA.

Shirts from £2.60 to £4.50.
The most striking shirt at the moment is “over the edge’’ by The 

Swoop Shop. This shirt is silk screened and an excellent buy 
at ......................................................................................................£4.50

Jumpsuit Components and Fabric
31" American A c ry lic ..............................................................£2.75 yd.
42" American A c ry lic ..............................................................£3.75 yd.
Open end heavy duty metal zipper fo r 60" to 70” .
Full length suits .............................................................................. £1.80
5” metal pocket z ip s .......................................................................... 25p
36" heavy duty nylon z ip p e r............................................................£1.30
Shock cord and tubular for swoop cords.

Cordura
For containers, Bags and packing mats.
This material is waterproof, very strong and has a high resistance 
to abrasion. 56" wide £3.85 yd. Most colours in stock.

nylon binding and support tape nylon tubular

Nylon Duck Fabric
40" wide 7.25oz/yd. Imported from the USA ................£2.95yd.
Red, Light Blue, Dark Blue, Yellow, Green, Orange, White.

Shock Cord
and '/«" from

Canopy Fabric

. 25p yd.

Accessories
Rigging Knife ................................................................................£2.95
Dwyer wind m e te r........................................................................ £5.80
Metal self inking logbook stamps
Little m an........................................................................................ £2.60
C anopy........................................................................................... £2.60
Standard Little man stamp ........................................................ £1.30
Velcro watch band ....................................................................... £1.95
Parachuting P ostcards..................................... £1.00 for packet of 10
Bumper and helmet s ticke rs ........................................... 35p to £1.00
Identification T a pes .......................................................................... 20p
Name tapes .........................................................................80p set of 6
Club tapes ........................................................................£1.50 set of 6
Skydiving Posters by Carl Boenish ..........................................£1.00

Wind Indicators
25p to 35p depending on number ordered.
Crepe paper and metal rods available fo r the D.I.Y. Man

Ripstop Tape
2" x 25ft ........................................................................................... £1.95

“ E” Thread
Imported from USA all colours in stock.
Altitude Shop Hook Knife with Cordura c a se ............................£1.80

Parachute Books
Sport Parachuting by Charles Shea-S im onds........................ £4.25
Skies Call by Andy Keech ......................................................... £0.00

by Sally S m ith .............................................£0.00
The Art of Freefall Relative Work by Pat Works SCS No. 1 ...... £4.25
United We Fall by Pat Works .................................................... £3.70
Parachuting, the Skydivers Handbook by Dan Poynter ..........£3.00
Para-Commander Handbook by Gary Lewis ..........................£1.50
Parachuting's Unforgettable Jumps by Howard Gregory 
Books obtained through Skysports will all have been individually 
autographed by Howard Gregory this book makes an excellent 
present at Christmas time.
Parachute Rigging Course by Dan Poynter .......................... £6.10

Parachute Manual by Dan P oyn te r........................................ £18.50
Instructor/Examiner Study Course by Dan P oyn te r.............£6.10

Log Books
Precision Freefall Log B o o k ........................................................ £3.30
Snyder 500 Jump Log .................................................................£2.60
BPA Log Book

Parachute Belts
These belts are made of type 7 or 8 webbing and are available in 
Red, Black or Blue. The buckles are selected from standard para­
chute hardware.

Skydiving Movies
by Carl Boenish
Wings Super 8 or 16mm
Masters of the Sky Super 8 or 16mm
Film is also available in sound and colour of the latest MEGASTAR
(57 man). 16mm
"This is a Sport" from USPA.
“Jump” by Walt Clayton
Skysports are hoping to import the “ M irror Image" film  by Rande 
Deluca.

12 Horne Road, Bulford Camp, W iltshire  
SP4 9AE, England. 

Telephone: (0 9 8 0 3 ) 3 4 6 0
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FLIGHT SAFETY 
BULLETIN

"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" 
Subscribe by sending £1.50 annual subscription to 

GENERAL AVIATION SAFETY COMMITTEE 
33 Church Street, Henley-on-Thames,

RG9 1SE

/© u S te im )
Full coverage of the 

Southern African Sky-diving Scene
Overseas airmail (4 copies per year)

R 10-00
P.O. BOX 33077, JEPPESTOWN, 
TRANSVAAL 2043, South Africa

Subscribe to . . .

M  [Ml ffiOMO
FFK Offers More! Subscription Rates:
* News New Zealand: $6
t  Overseas Surface: $10

A rtic les  Overseas Airmail: $12
* Interviews
* One full Colour Issue Every Year
ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL OFFICES: 
P.O. Box 3603, Wellington, New Zealand

THE BPA SHOP IS ^  ^
, S - V / 0 ^ U

AT YOUR SERVICE! PRC£



First in Great Britain. Tailor-made T.S.E. Slip streams with the Chuck 
Embury single point release system. Also in nine colours of Cordura fabric. 
The single point release that we use is the latest release system available 
from the States. Available on the slipstream, Mini Stream, and for the Style 
man Mini system type harness with single point eliminating capewells 
altogether. This harness is being used at the moment by Mr. John Meacock.

WATCH THIS 
SPACE NEXT 

ISSUE FOR 
PHOTOS OF THE
MINI STREAM

We have sold many of these systems because we make the system to your specifications. Your 
canopies, and your choice of colour, and no long waiting for custom equipment.
COLOUR FEATURES — Nine para pack colours to choose from, (Black, Light Blue, Dark Blue, 
Kerry Green, Sage Green, White, Red, Orange, Gold). Eight trim colours and nine Cordura 
colours (Light Blue, Dark Blue, Orange, Bottle Green, Red, Yellow, Black, Tan, Chocolate). 
Buying a custom rig means you can have any or all the specialities, double edging tape, Solid 
colours, Block colours (Reserve flap and raisers different colour), reserve one colour main 
another, we can even make a Multi-coloured one.
SAFETY FEATURES
Single point release, faster, easier and cleaner cutaways, risers and housing covered by protective 
flaps, panic cord standard, buffer pads on all metal work, to save your harness. All equipment made 
to FAA TSO standard.
We also stock every need for the student to the Sky Gods, and if we do not have it we can get it.

THOMAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT, LOFTY’S LOFT
Directors: J. L. Thomas & G. Thomas

TOP FLOOR, 102-104 ST. JOHN STREET 
BRIDLINGTON,

NORTH HUMBERSIDE
Telephone: 0262-78299

F.A.A. Licensed Master Rigger No. 2085459

The equipment is manufactured by 
three BPA advanced riggers, and 
one F.A.A. Licensed Master Rigger.
On shelf most items including:
French leather Frap hats, Clouds,
Flyers, Paraboots. Adidas leather 
boots. Custom made Relly 
jumpsuits. Goggles, all makes, etc.

Helmets.
You have probably heard the 
rumours about the new G.Q. Square.
We hope to satisfy these very shortly 
by hav i ng  the new l i g h t w e i g h t  
(61/2lbs approx) 7 cell Square for 
you to be able to test jump.
(Information correct at time o f going to 

press)
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GEELAN & HUGHES 
SKYDIVERS LTD.

11 WESTLAKE PLACE, SUTTON BENGER, CHIPPENHAM, WILTSHIRE
Telephone: SEAGRY (0249) 720602

STILL THE BEST PERSONAL SERVICE IN THE SPORT!
OPEN ALL DAY, EVERY DAY, PHONE YOUR ORDER OR ENQUIRY ANY TIME

OR WRITE IF YOU PREFER.
2 MILES FROM JUNCTION 17 ON M4 IF YOU CARE TO CALL

I T ’ S  H E R E !
THE CANOPY THAT EVERYONE HAS WAITED FOR

THE LIGHTWEIGHT STRATOCLOUD
AFTER EXHAUSTIVE TRIALS PARAFLITE HAVE PRODUCED THEIR 

WORLD BEATER IN PROVEN LIGHTWEIGHT MATERIALS
Geelan & Hughes have custom and standard co lour canopies in stock. At 101/2lbs a little 
more bulk than the ’Flyer the lightweight Stratocloud w ill fit most ‘Flyer containers. 
Custom and standard colours. PRICE: £430

ALSO NEW, ALSO HERE, FROM PIONEER—
THE VIKING SUPERLITE

PIONEER, the oldest Sport Parachute manufacturers in the world now bring you the 
Viking Superlite. This lightweight 7 cell has 230 sq. ft. of surface area (same as Stratocloud) yet 
weighs only 10.3 lbs and fits the smallest containers.
Specification includes:

1.2 oz material, 600 lb lines, finger trapped cascades, soft toggles,
Slider deployment, weight 10.3 lbs PRICE: £390

WHAT ELSE IS NEW?
THE “252” LITE, ESPECIALLY ITS FAST GROWING REPUTATION

Some of the best accuracy men and women in the World changed canopies in m id-training for 
the recent World Accuracy Championships. They changed to 252 Lites. This canopy literally 
hovers over the disc. Some jumpers had so much time for foot placement, they could use either 
foot. THE 252 LITE will revolutionise your parachuting. Weight: 11.81 bs. PRICE: £425

RIGS IN STOCK FOR ALL YOUR NEW CANOPIES
SST RACER £199 EAGLE £199 TOP SECRET £230 WONDERHOG £215 
RESERVES ONLY THE BEST WILL DO— NATIONAL 26ft LO-PO £199
BOOTS again only the best— ADIDAS MASTER £25.50

ADIDAS SUPERLITES £22.50
SALE. . .

NEW STRATOFLYER Mk I Special Price, SAVE £27— Pf*ICE: £310
USED Mk I P.C. R.W.B. Special Price: £99

NOW IN FULL PRODUCTION AND IN STOCK 
THE ALL ACRYLIC G H DIAMOND RW JUMPSUIT 

Three colours, two sizes. Unbeatable Value: £41
PHONE ANY TIME FOR MORE DETAILS


