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CUSTOM PARACHUTES
“The Chapel Loft”
TidworthRoad, Idmiston
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PARAQUIP

NEW LOW PRICES

Para-Flite Strato Star Systems
now only £356.50 incl. Duty & VAT

Para-Flite Strato Cloud Systems
now only £483.50 incl. Duty & VAT

with Slider or P.C.R.

PARAQUIP are pleased to announce that
they have been granted a PARA-FLITE
factory agency and so are able to offer,
for a limited period, the above low prices.

No ‘Catch 22’ just plain good value

AMOUNTING TO THE BEST DEAL
AVAILABLE

Custom made harnesses and systems
available to order, repairs using
manufacturers materials

For further information write, enclosing S.A.E.
or phone:

STEVE TALBOT,
42 Tennyson Road,
Headless Cross,
Redditch, Worcestershire B97 5BJ

Telephone Redditch 64302 (Evenings)

{Above prices correct at time of going to press)




JUMPSUITS

Direct from Britain’s largest manufacturer
STANDARD CHEQUERBOARD FLARED

SINGLE COLOURS TWO TONE COLOURS

Black Black and White
Red Black and Orange
Blue Black and Red
Yellow Black and Yellow
Purple Blue and White
White Blue and Orange

Blue and Red
Blue and Yellow
Purple and White
SIX SIZES Purple and Orange
Purple and Red
Purple and Yellow
White and Orange
White and Red

B.P.V. Jumpsults . . . for longer lasting protection

Send or telephone for brochure and order form to:

British Para-Ventures

8 Broadfield Crescent

Fernhill Heath

Nr. Worcester Tel: Worcester 51690

RN

AN INTERNATIONAL PARACHUTING NEWSMAGAZINE
ORIGINATING IN THE NORTHEAST USA

SUBSCRIBE NOW!
$12— AIRMAIL

14 Hardwick Road, Quincy,
Massachusetts 02169, USA

INSURANCE
FOR PARACHUTISTS

WEST MERCIA
INSURANCE BROKERS

High St., Wombourne, Nr. Wolverhampton WV5 SDN
Tel: Wombourne 2661/4705 (STD 090 77)
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THOMAg

LOFTY’S LOFT

Directors: J. L. Thomas & G. Thomas

P/Cs PAPS STRATS & .CLOUDS
RESERVES — TALISMAN TR{-CON SECURITY PIONEER
CHRISTOFF HELMETS

GOGGLES—PORTIA BOOGIE ROD BUBBLE
FOSTER GRANT

TOP FLOOR 102-104 ST. JOHN STREET
& BRIDLINGTON, NORTH HUMBERSIDE

SPORTS E Quwﬂgﬁ TEL: 0262-78299 SPORTS EQU\?"‘E‘“
\\——-‘/ F.AA. Licensed Master Rigger No. 4085459 v

Everything that you want can be got.

£ epairs and modifications.

1) ever too busy to help.

Phone and then call
round.

if you want it, I'll make it whatever the shape.

Extensive range of colours, trims and designs.

51 Station Road
Snainton

Elvin Skysports Ltd Sl ol




Venture Parach Club
Brunton, Nr. Ainwick.
Northumberland

Peterborough Parachute Centre
Sibson Airfield, Peterborough

Eagle Sport Parachute Centre
Ashford Airport, Lympne, Kent
(Hythe 60816)

Herelord Parachute Club Ltd
Shobdon Aerodrome,

Leominster, Hereford

Tel: Kingsland 551

The Sport Parachute Centre
Grindale Field, Bridlington, Yorkshire

R.S.A. Parachute Club

Thruxton Aerodrome, Andover, Hants.

Tel: Weyhill 2124

BPA CLUBS AND CENTRES

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION LTD
FULL TIME CLUBS

Chief Instructor,

K. Noble,

1/2 Quayside, Blyth,
Northumberland

Tel: 06706 61225

W. J. Meacock

(at club address), Sibson Airfield
Tel: Elton 490

A. Black

(at clu® address)

Chief Instructor
(at ciub address)

D. Gillies

(at club address)
Tel: 0262-77367
R. A" Acraman
(at ciub address)

WEEK-END CLUBS
British Parachute Club Mrs. S. Stowell
Headcorn Airfietd, Headcorn, Kent. 1822 Coverts Road, Claygate,
urrey

Brunel Unlversity Skydiving Club
c/o Students Union,

Brunel University, iJxbridge, Middx.
(Brunel Students only)

Cheshire Parachute Club

Chesterfield Siadhvlnq Club
Netherthorpe, Nr. Worksop,
Notts. (Temporary)
Cumbria Parachute Club
Kirkbride Airfield,

Cumbria.

Dunkeswell Internationat Skydiving
Centre

Dunkesweli Airfield, Nr. Honiton,

Devon

(Tel: Luppitt 543)

Edinburgh Unlversity Para. Club

Glenrothes Airfield, Fife

Halfpenny Green Skydiving Club
Halfpenny Green Aerodrome,
Bobbington, Worcs.

Black anhh Skydiving Centre
Weeton Blackpooi, Lancs.
(Experienced parachutists only)
Lashenden Sport P: hute Club
Headcorn Aerodrome,

Nr. Ashford, Kent.

Tel : (0622) 890226
Leeds/Bradford Free Fall Club
Leeds/Bradford Airport, Leeds,
LS19 7TV

Leeds University Free Fall Club
(Leeds Students only)

Lincoin Patihlinders Free Fall Club
Wickenby, Lincs.

Manchester Free Fall Club
Tilstock D.Z., Twenlows Hall Farm,
Whitchurch, Shropshire

Manchester Parachute Club

Martlesham Heath Para. Club
Martlesham Heath Aerodrome

Nr. Ipswich, Suffolk

Metropolitan Police Parachute Club
Headcorn Airfield, Headcorn; Kent
Midland Parachute Centre

The Airfield,

Blckmarsh, Worcs.

Newcastle Unlversity Para. Club
Brunton and Grindale

North West Para Cenire
Cark Airfield, Flookburgh,
Nr. Grange over Sands, Lancs.

Old Warden Flying and Parachute
Group

Duck End Farm, Wilstead, Beds.

Paraclan Parachuie Club

Gtenrothes, Fife

Peak District Parachute Club

The Secretary
(at club address)

R. W. Dyson

34 Arundel Avenue, Urmston,
Manchester

Miss J. Wallhead

63 Gypsy Lane, Old Whittington,
Chesterfield

A. G. Knight,

15 Briardale Road,

Liverpool 18,

Lancs.

I. Loutitt

(at club address)

M. J. Cooper

30 Links Place, Burntisiand,

Fife, Scotland

J. Fisher

41 Cairndhu Drive, Kidderminster,
Worcs.

R. Parry

13 Fern Hey, Thornton, Liverpooi 23

Mrs. Cherry Collins
(at club address)

M. Fisher

54 Wrenbeck Drive

Otley, Yorkshire

The Secretary

c/o The University Union, Leeds
Miss V. Cobb

‘Ltareggub’, Gallamore Lane,
Middle Rasen, Lincs.

J. Law

148 Heaton Moor Road, Heaton Moor,
Stockport, Cheshire

T. Bailey

157 Kenyon Lane, Moston, Manchester 10

Tel: 061-681 1740

Mrs. L. Bennett

76 Grundisburgh Road

Woodbridge, Suifolk

M. Bengali

175 Sunningvaie Ave., Biggin Hill, Kent
Penny Lines,

2 Mill Farm Cottage,

Maxstoke Lane,

Coleshill, Warks.

Tel: Coleshill 64982

P. A. Hick

c/o Students Union,

Kings Walk, Newcastle University

Tel: Newcastle 28402/3/4

J. D. Prince

21 The Coppice, Ingol, Preston, Lancs.
PR2 30L

Tel: Preston 720848

D. I. Waugh

1 Kings Cottages. Stane Street,
Ockley. Surrey.

D. C. Payne

37 Cromweli Road, Burntisland, Fife
D. Orton

‘Notwen’, Main Street, Newton Solney,
Burton-on-Trent, DE15 0SJ

Scottish Parachute Club
Strathalan Castle, Auchterarder,
Perthshire
Scotlish Sport P

Southern Counties Para Club
Ford. Nr. Arundel,
Tel: Littlehampton 3094

South Wales Para Club
Duffryn-Aur Farm,
Carway.

Tel: Trimsaran 212

Spread Eagies Parachute Club
Nr. Melcombe Bingham, Dorset

Staffordshire Sport Skydivers

c/0 Stoke- on-TPem Youth and Adult
Centre, Pump Street, Stoke-on-Trent,
ST4 1INQ

Northumbrla Parachute Club

Sunderland Airport, Washington Road,

Sunderland, Co. Durham
Oueen Mary College Skydiving Club

U.C.N.W. Skydiving Club
Shobdon Airfield, Hereford
Tel: Kingsland 551

Vauxhall Skydiving Club

Wessex Parachute Club

Yorkshire F/F Ciub

M. McPherson

39 Blackford Road, Paisley
Tel: 041 887 6532

Mrs. Jean Christie,

99 West Torbain, Kirkcaidy, Fife
Tel: Kirkcaldy 200042
S.A.C. R. H. Swainson (270),
Range Co-ordination,
R.A.F. West Drayton,
Uxbridge, Middx

K. F. Williams,

Anthonys Hotel,

Station Road,

Kidwelly, Dyfed.

Tel: Kidwelly 639

Sally Corr

24 Southlea Avenue,
Tuckton. Bournemouth
Tel: 0202 421108

The Secretary

{at club address)

Chief Instructor

(at club address)

Tel: Boldon 7530

Students Union, Queen Mary College,
Mile End Road, London E1

P. Chenery

UCNW, Bangor, Gwynedd

North Wates

R. Parry

127 Summertree Road,
Ellesmere Port, Cheshire

J. C. Donovan

The Castle, Donhead St. Andrew,
Shaftesbury, Dorset

Tel: Donhead 513

E. Davies

2 Merchants Row,

Scarborough, Yorkshire

SERVICE ASSOCIATION, CLUBS AND TEAMS

Army Parachute Association

Rhine Army Parachute Assoclation

R.A.F. Sport Parachute Association

Parachute Regiment Free Fall Club

Royal Navy and Royal Marines
Sport Parachute Assoclation

Cyprus Joint Service Adventurous
Tralning Centre (CJSATC)

Intelligence Corps Depot
Sport Para Ciub

7 Parachute Regiment R.H.A.
(The Black Knights)

REME Free Fall Team

Royal Green Jackets Parachute Club

22 Special Alr Service Parachute Club
Golden Llons Parachute Ciub

RAOC Free Fall Display Team
(The Cannonballs)
Netheravon, Wilts.
Tel: Netheravon 201 RAOC Only
Royal Corps of Transport Parachute
Club

29 Cdo Lt Regt RA
(The Buccaneers F/F Team)

Hong Kong Parachute Club

JS SPA Singapore

Chset Instructor

J.S.P.C. Airfietd Camp, Netheravon,
Wiltshire

Captain T. E. Oxley

R.A.P.A. Centre, S.T.C. Sennelager,
B.F.P.O. 16

Hon. Sec., RAFSP.A.

R.A.F. Brize Norton,

Oxon.

Major P. O'Hara

Para Regt. Free Fall Team.
Browning Bks., Alderstiot, Hants.
Tel: Aldershot 24431 Ext 2446
The Secretary, RN & RMSPA,
Commando Training Centre RM,
Lympstone, Exmouth, Devon,
EX8 5AR

Tel: Topsham 3781, ext. 491 or

at Club, Luppit 697

Chief Instructor (CCSPC)
CJSATC. Slim Barracks, BFPO 53
S. Sgt. R. G. Wright, Int. Corps.,
The Intetiigence Corps Depot.
Templar Barracks, Ashford,

Kent, TN23 3HH

Tel: Ashford 25251, Ext. 320

Lt. N. D. Cooke

7 Parachute Regiment R.H.A.
Lille Bks., Aldershot, Hants.

Tel: Aldershot 24431, Ext. 3509
Capt. A. C. Dixon,

REME Para Team,

Trg Bn. Depot REME,
Poperhinghe Barracks, Arborfield,
Reading, Berks.

Tel: 0734 760421, Ext. 451

Cpl. G. L. Douglas

Regimental Information Office,
R.L.T.R.G. Jackets, Rifle Depot,
Winchester, Hants.

Cpl. A. H. McKinnon

Glencorse Barracks, Milton Bridge,
Penicuik, Midlothian, Scotland
The Sec.,

Headquarters RAOC Training Centre,
Blackdown Bks., Deepcut, Surrey.
Tel: Brookwood 4511, Ext. 524/626
Capt. O. Hall

65 San. RCT Bulford Camp,
Salisbury, Wilts., SP4 9LT

Capt. N. Neame, RA

7 Cdo Lt BTY RA

c/o 45 Cdo, Condor, Arbroath,
Angus, Scotland

Captain T. M. Macartney, RCT,

31 SqQuadron,

The Gurkha Transport Regt.,

Sek Kong South Camp, B.F.P.O. 1
Captain R. A. Sampson

1 RNZIR, NZFPO 5.

¢/o GPO Singapore
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BPA COUNCIL ﬁ \\
L. N. E. St. John Chairman

P. J. Prior Vice-Chairman

J. T. Crocker Chairman Safety and Training Committee Lawrie St. John is standlng down as a BPA Council
member after a longer spell as an elected member than
anyone else since the Association was formed ; a remark-

Other Members: ableachievement in itself. But he will be best remembered
A. Dixon J. Petherbridge for his work as Chairman of the Council. In this capacity

: ' he has been utterly fair, quietly discerning, above any
e S LU 7 Bidgvay devious lobbying, and has earned the respect of all of us
W. J. Meacock G. B. Shone who have had the pleasure of working with him on
B. Morgan R. Swainson Council. His efforts on our behalf will be sorely missed.

b I'm sure it's right that | should use this column to say a
b s Juk. eibat special thank you to Lawrie from all of us — his selfless
D. Peacock D. Waterman dedication, a rare quality nowadays, is gratefully

appreciated.

o e On a more personal note it’s the time of year for me to

I. Wright say a sincere thank you to those who make this Journal

the best of its kind in the sport parachuting world. No,
BPA JOURNAL I'm not blowing my own trum pet, 'cos all | do is collate all
Charles Shea-Simonds Editor the contributions which keep rolling in from so many

people too numerous to name individually. They know
BPA STAFF who they are, and they know | really appreciate their
Sqn. Ldr. W. Paul, BEM, RAF (Ret'd) Secretary General efforts — even if sometimes they don’t appear in print —

it's im possible to use it all! And, of course, | must say a

Charles Shea-Simonds National Coach and Safety Officer warm thank you also to our printers, G. H. Fisher & Sons

Mrs. Dorothy Paul Assistant Secretary (Ltd) of Peterborough. Their production of Sport Para-

Helen Curry and Susan Bates chutist makes editing it a real pleasure. My thanks to
you all.

Editor's Note _ And to you, the readers, have a great Christmas and

The views of contributors to “Sport Parachutist” are not necessarily those of the

Editor, or ol the British Parachute Association, and no liability is accepted for same. a fantastlc year Of SpOFt paraChUtmg in 1977'

Blue Skies and Soft landings,

Carl Boenish
Ray Cottingham
Andy Keech

ey , °
Eddie McBride - b
Dave Waterman [ 7 >

Printed by G. H. Fisher & Sons (Printers) Ltd.. Peterborough, PE1 3AU Bob Hiatt— A cover in tribute by Doug Peacock



THE DROP BN

Student, on hearing of an American qualifying for his 12
Hour Free Fall Award — “That must have been a bloody
high jump!?”

O O m}
Calendar of Events

7 Jan ‘77 BPA Dance, Grand Hotel, Leicester.
8 Jan '77 BPA A.G.M. and Instructors
Convention, Grand Hotel,
Leicester
14-16 Feb 77 CIP Meeting, Zurich
21-25 Feb 77 BPA Instructors Course/Exam
1/77 Shobdon
8-11 April '77 RM & RNSPA Easter Meet,
Dunkeswell
10-18 May 77 Army Championships (Open)
Neth eravon
21-29 May '77 British RW Nationals, Leicester
6-10 June ‘77 BPA Instructors Course/Exam 2/77
Leeds
2-10 July '77 British Classic Nationals.
O a o]

“Inter-Collegiate Parachute Championship”

Judging from the number of University and College
members jumping regularly throughout the country, it
seems thatthe timeisripefor an Inter-coll egiate Com peti-
tion.

To start the ball rolling, and taking into account the fact
that most students sit exams in the summer term, the
venue has been provisionally planned for the | ast weekend
of March, at the end of the Easter Term (Saturday 26th,
Sunday 27th) at Sibson, home of the Peterborough Para-
chute Centre. Sue Meacock has offered to make all the
arrangements without which the competition could not
take place.

For furtherinformation and application forms, would all
College and University par achutists, write to: Raziel,
c/o Parachute p/h Sports Federation, University of
Sussex, Falmer, Brighton, Sussex.

Note: Parachutists of all standards welcome.

A Gorllla over Bad Lippspringe heavilly disguised as
Scouse Owens of the Red Freds.

a O =]

To be sung to "Jerusalem”

And did their feet in ancient time

Land upon Thruxton's runways green?
And were their holy parachutes

In Thruxton's clear blue skies then seen?
And did they dump their old C9's

To Blossom in those clouded skies?

And was there then a Mecca here,

For skydivers of yesteryear?

Bring me a strat of Black and Gold,
Bring me my slider of desire.

Bring me my pod,

Oh, square unfold!

¢
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Take me to five grand, but no higher.
| shall not cease from ment al count,
Nor shall my ‘cord sleep in my hand;
Until they pay five pounds a jum p,

And I'm the richest in the land! Wilfrid

BPA Instructors Course 3/76 at Netheravon.
O O o
The Nose

Subtitled: Lofticus Nostrilatum Proboscus.
i A nose by any other name.
s Nothing grows in the shadow of the nose.
Tha knows. (Yorkshire only)

The nose, the nose,

Just grows and grows,

It's really quite a whopper.
On winter nights

He fits blue lights

and rents it to a copper.

The nose, the nose,

No longer grows,

An unhappy sight to see,

So they've sent it off by registered post
For Concorde No. 3.

Its true vocation has been found,

It's proud and regal still,

It's leading Britain up the hill

At twice the speed of sound.

Cookey

(I think Lofty sold Cookey some duff kit or something —
the original of, this goes on for 11 bloody verses! — Ed.).

S : Felwelz
“...nottoo bad, although we’re having to guess the wind
speed at the moment; the anemometer just got struck by
lightning.”

O (=] &l

What a grey and desolate day

To be filled with hopes of improveme nt next dawn.
Just time to waste in passing conversation,
Reading, sleeping, eating.

Another blown out day at another competition.
But the sky clears

The sun appears

As if by magic parachuting begins

And the world is a good place to live in.

S.L.
O (@ O

Congratulations to Mick Curry, who finally made an
honest gin out of BPA Staff member, Helen Day, when
they got wed on 6th November. Lots of happiness to you
both.
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Whilst on the subject of weddings, similar greetings, NOTICE
condolences etc. to Terry Lord of the Martiesham Club

who recently married Sally Davies. Ray Perkins was best G.Q. ‘Protector’ Reserve Parachute
man and Dave Stenning took the piccies. In resporse to requests from the membership for
O o o guidance in respect of the G.Q. ‘Protector’ Reserve Para-

chute, the Association has discussed the matter with
representativ es of the manufacturers who haveissued the
following statement:

1. Any reserve parachute deployed under emergency
conditions can be expected to suffer some form of
damage. Nevertheless, the user should rightly expect
the parachute to provide a reasonable landing.

2. There is no reason to suggest that the G.Q. Protector
Reserve should fall short of this expectation, providing
the lower lateral band has been modified as recom-
mended by the manufacturers, and that such modi-
ficatio ns are carried out by an appropriately authorised
BPA Approved Rigger.

3. Rumours that the Protector must be packed into a
specific type of container are incorrect and the only
stipulations are that the canopy be conventionally
packed with a positive means of extraction and have
proper rigging line stowage which will ensure positive
and controlled deployment.

O O O

Halfpenny Green

Kitted out all set to go
exhilaration starts to glow

final check, reserve and main
fitted tight to render hain

Climb aboard in single file

seated pairs in crossleg style
engines roar, this is it

the time has come to do your bit

Rapide clim bs stately in the sky
rising like a bird on high
seven freefatlers, statics two
completes the aircraft's nine man crew
Happy Famllles! ¢ :
Above — famllles McCarthy and Prior at HPC, Shobdon. BIueAIEIT:eb%r;‘ "((zearr:gr:,ze%rr\scl o1
levels off and starts the run
steady course into the sun

First lift up, the weathers fine
dummy pulls on static line
= _ number one climb on the wing
S _ . all set to take the backward fling

Second lift to seven grand
by the door the trackers stand
first two out on diamond track
follow ed by a zig zag tack

Final lift, another four
now we're moving to the door
engines cut, you're on your way
falling like a bird of prey

Ride the wind and track the skies
DZ bound in falcons guise

forward loops and barrel rolls
link up stars and stable holds

Another tack, another track

now you're falling on your back
turn again in stable spread

now the dial is reading red

Handle pulled, the drogue is out

main unfolds witho ut a doubt
check the drift, assess the height

and hit the disc with chic side right.

Below — the brothers Norris at RAFSPA, Weston on the
Green.




Ode to the West Wind (apol/ogies to Shelley)

O wild West Wind, thou breath of Autumn'’s being,
Thou, who blows the windsock horizontal

And makes everyone on the D.Z. freezing,

Do even the C.C.I. disgruntle.

Thou condemns each jumper to the packing shed
To repack his rig a thousand times,

Whilst Sport Parachutist isonce more reread.

And still the windspeed climbs.

If | had a swift,cloud | would fly with thee

And, like a strat, outstrip thy skiey speed.

But, alas, like other students | may only

Use a dowle L to fill my need.

So, as we're grounded on the wet tarmac,

| wish, O wretched Wind, thou wouldst be kind,
And wonder, next weekend, when we'll be back,
If a Cessna comes, can jumping be far behind ?

Once again the Ansell’s Paramen are seen getting tore
into the ale; this time at Leicester Races.
— Neville Chadwick

ol O O

On Maintaining Standards

What ho old chap, thoug ht I'd enquire,
If a poem in what I'd term as higher
Englis h, could fit inside your pages.

You see by all the normal gauges
Cookey's verse is far from clean.

Has a Northem ring, know what | mean?
A touch of coarseness, am | clear?
Discordant to the cultured ear.

Chap uses dreadful words like bugger

In the same damn couplet as he mentions rugger.
That sort of thing is just not on

Pity hors ewhipping has gone.

Chappy doubtless ain't a cad

Just a roughish Northern lad.

Probably does it for a lark

Most of them like that at Cark.

So raise the tone, so low alas

Print a po em with a blt of class.

Dear Cookey should your wrath grow higher,
Reaching high flown peaks of ire

You want to know who steers this pen ?
Then ask your darling pilot Ben

And if all at Cark think | need a thumping,
Well youre the bums who got me jumping.

The Hong Kong Crab.

Early rise on frosty morn,

Put on kit, suppressing yawn,
Clamber in that magic plane,

And soar up skyward once again.
Await the “cut” with trembly knees
(Due of course to icy breeze)

On the wing and jump on— “GO”
Five second delay, must count slow.

Those seconds absorb ed in the freedom of space.
Increasing rush of the wind on your face,

The beautiful feeling that all jum pers share

Bome up on an infinite ocean of air,

Eternity fall, or so it seems,

Even on fives—it's the start of adream.

Pull the ripcord, chute unfolds;
Suspended now, the view behold,
East horizon strea ked with gold.
lllumines morning mist below,
Pale blue sky, so calm up here,
Round earth drawing slowly near.

Then comes the only part | dread

To para phrase what Newton said—
However high you choose to jump
You're bound to land - g, wadda bump! !
And when evening falls and no more sun,
Then to the bar, when packings done,
With fellow-jumpers who for sure,

All make the sport mean so much more.

So a happy parachutist | am,

And I'll reach for the clouds whenever | can,
But still if you asked | couldn’t say what;
What makes us strive to be part of the sky ?
... Watch a seagull in easy glide,

Wonder what secrets could he confide.

J.F.

welz

s

“| suppose two-fifty a jump isn’t bad, but I'd like to get
in on this free-fall arrangement!”

O (m] ]

Here | sit with leg in plaster,
Willing it to heal up faster,
Wonder what shall i do today?
Think I'll write to the BPA.

So began this my pome

Of “paid-t ho ughts” when I'm alone,
Stubbornly dnfting into mind

And which I'm waiting to define.

For people sometimes ask me— Why?
To which | never can reply.

It's simply the fact that | wish | could fly
How do you explain the lure of the sky?



THE 1976 RW NATIONALS

The Nationals where everyone got a medal. The friendly 4 Man Sequential
nationals, memorable for the rain, the flying club bar, and
Major Ken Philli ps and his men from 10 Para who fed us
above and beyond the call of duty; for Ch arlie, providi ng
the high drama with an engine failureon the 185; and Eric
the biggest scene stealer of them all.

Saturday 2nd October

A good start, wind and rain, and mud everywhere. All
the admin. carried out, Team Leaders meeting, Judges
meeting, and Bill Paul doing documentation. The Islander
{from Northern Exec.) flown by David Waltho arrived,
Charles had brought in the Cessna 185 (Fairey Britten
Norm an) on the Friday. At the end of the day we had two
teams in each event:

8 Man Sequential

‘Niblocks’ led by John Williams (named after the P.O.
who had been the previous owner of Steve Newton’s
gloves) Most amusing T shirt.

‘RA.F.S.P.A’’ led by Ray Willis (by the end of the week
they had outdone the civis and justly qualified for the
scruffiest team).

‘Symbiosis' led by Dave Waterman (meaning:
permanent union between organisms each of which ’
depends for its existence on the other). 4 Man Speed (Novice)
Best symbiolic T shirt. ‘Unipart Falcons' led by Grahame Pierce (who learnt

10



never to believe Charlie when he says he will not call your
team for the first lift of the day).

‘Aces High' led by Neville Jackson (who never orce
had a good spot, but learnt to walk).

Finally as evening approached, the wind dropped and
Niblocks and Aces High got one practice jump each.

Sunday 3rd October

Morerainandwind, a ‘why on earth did | agree to come’
type day. A break at 1700 hrs and Symbiosis 8, R.A.F.
S.P.A., Unipart Falcons and Aces High all had practice
jumps.

Monday 4th October

Awoken by Charlie at 7.00, and the weather was fine,
clear sky and little wind. Perhaps it is going to be a good
week. Unipart Falcons start the meet with a 4 man from
the 185; by the time the rain came at mid-day we had
completed 2 rounds of 4 man speed, 2% rounds of 8 man
sequ ential and 2 round 4 man sequ ential. At 1700 hrs. the
rain stopped, but the Islander pilot had run out of duty
hours, so we continued with the 185 and completed the
first round of 4 man sequential and the 3rd round of the
4 man speed. John Sudbury (who cannot keep away from
our Nationals) arrived on some pretext with the Aztec
and flew 3 loads in the 185 for us. A good start with Sym-
biosis well ahead in both the 8 and 4 man events. Unipart
Falcons just leading Aces High in the novices.

Tuesday 5th October

Again an early awakening, ag ain Unipart Falcons start
the day, followed by one round of 4 man sequential before
the Islander pilot arrived, and we could finish round 3 of
the 8 man. At 9.00 we had our first completed event ever
in the history of the B.P.A. Relative Work Nationals, with
the Novice Speed 4 Man event being won by Unipart
Falcons, who beat Aces High by one point. We then went
on to complete the 3rd round of 4 man sequ ential before
the weather ended the day for us. A return to normal
N ational’s activities, like finding the local sports centre,
having a swim, shower etc.

Wednesday 6th October

Rai ni ng early, but promising to clear — everyone stood
by, but the high winds blew all day. At last light Sym-
biosis 8 took off for the one lift of the day — an incredible
suns et flaming sky, even more incredible free fall drift —
landed at least two miles off the airfield! As the Islander
gave us a low pass before landing, everyone gathered to
present David (the pilot) with a bottle of whiskey with
thanks for the excellent flying he had given us.

Thursday 7th October

Early rain ag ain, so everyone stood down to 12.30 p.m.
Mr. Shurlock from the CAA paid us a visit, and the second
Islander pilot arrived, Ron Wright. Chasing gaps gave us
one lift of 4 man sequential, but Niblocks got an
interesting ride in the Islander. At 1800 hrs. the wind
dropped and Charlie took the 185 with Symbiosis 4 on
board. On run in the judges were amazed to see 4 jumpers
exit and start to track, however Charlie's calm voice over
the radio saying, ‘| have engine failure, there is oil all over
the windscreen, everyone has left’, gave us the reason.
All landed safely, Charlie discovered that adrenalin is
brown, and Ginge Uragallo said it was 'fun’.

Friday 8th October

Early start with the 4th round of 8 man. Oddly deceptive
cloud which crept slowly downward, but enabled us to
complete the 6th round of the 8 man. Again Niblocks had
another take off and landing trip, but not before we had
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completed 7% rounds of 4 man sequential. No further
parachuting, but today Eric made the papers. Eric is a
very beautiful, appealing labrador (?) puppy, team
mascot for Niblocks and owned by Nick Cullu m, who soon
to depart to Bruce Land was trying to find a good home,
for Eric. Jim's Annie, being in the know and knowing
agood story when she sees one, phoned the local evening
paper, who visited the airfield, and wrote an article
about Eric 'Ripcord’ and the parachuting and all that.
NetEresuIt. good publicity for our sport and a good home
for Eric.

Saturday 9th October

Low cloud/fog all day. The only day we did not jump
at all. Islander left in the evening to take a Dolphin to
Paris — stand down to Sunday.

Sunday 10th October

The first really good day, and no aircraft — stuck in
Paris. John Meacock came to the rescue with his 180 and
Mike Watts to fly it for us. We were able to complete the
9 rounds of 4 man sequential before the prize giving;
by which time it was obvious that R.A.F. SP.A. could not
catch Symbiosis, so the meet was called.

Bill Paul arrived with the medals and set up the dais.
Laurie St. John gave us a short speech thanking all the
right peope, and Mr. Turner of the Leicester Aero Club
presented the medals, after thanking us for coming and
using Leicester as our venue this year, and on behalf of
the local residents, thanked us for going; Bill Paul
presented the 10 Para guys with beer and Jim Pether-
bridge with Charlie's special prize, a copy of his book.
Lofty Thomas was there to present for the first time, the
very attractive shield he had donated as a trophy for the
Novice 4 Man Speed event. With all the thank you's duly
done, the meet was rounded off with four lifts of fun
jumping.

This diary of events would not be compete without
thanks and acknowledgement going to those who wor ked
so hard to give us the 1976 Relative Work Nationals,
Charlie, as Meet Director kept untarnished his reputation
of using all available weather, des pite objections (John
Williams was heard to say th at his team would jump when
the winds dropped to 20 knots), worked hard and worried
all week. Jim Petherbridge, who as Chief Judge never
once lost his cool, Biff Burns, who combined keeping
score with assistant to Chief Judge, John Pullin who
added colour to the Judging area, Graham Win dsor who
was never once seen to be walking upside down, and is
probably back in Ausie by now, special thanks, and Mike
O’Brien who arrived late, but stayed to help. All of whom
were ably assisted by Carole Windsor, John Hitchin,
Dick Gays, Mary Kieth, Jim's Annie and Samantha Lear
who learnt what a ‘gofer’ is. Many, many thanks to Major
Ken Philli ps and the men from 10 Para; Sgt. Bob Hughes,
Cpl. Liam Harold, Cpl. Scouse McCarthy, Pte. Gary Taylor
and Pte. Harry Boyd. They provided good hot food three
times a day, under difficult conditions and were always
cheerful. Not forgetting the pilots; good flying from them
all, it is amazing how fast an Islander can get down from
11 grand. And thanks to the teams who gave us good
exciting sequential to watch. Finally, thanks to the Leic-
ester Aero Club for guesting us, and for putting up with
cold, wet, parachutists taking over their bar — being the
only warm dry place on the airfield, most of the time.

And so to next year; let us hope the membership in the
form of both competitors and judges support the Nat-
ionals to a much greater extent, and please can we find
an airfield with hot water to wash in.

SUSAN LEAR D1485
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All competitors (and Medal Winners!) after the prize giving.
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Dear Charlie,

From time to time, an experienced jumper is
mysteriously | ost after leaving his reserve drills too late. |
have always been as surprised as anybody when this
happens, but a recent experience gave me some insight
into how it can.

| pulled at 3000ft and checking the Stratostar, found
all was not well. The canopy was trying hard to fly, but
was held by the slider about two feet below the cano py.
The slider was jammed by several | ine twists below it. The
whole lot was rotating. | knew | had pulled high, and
decided to have a quick try to sort it out. Like all 'square’
users | have seen some remarkable ope nings which in
my case have all turned into good canopies. | got the
twists out, the rotation stopped. The slider stayed put,
and none of the usual tricks would budge it.

| checked the altimeter, expecting to see about two
grand. | had pulled high and there was quite a lot of
parachute up there. | was shocked to find myself going
through a thousand feet, fast. Sanity returned, sweaty
hands gr oped at Capewellsand a Talisman g ot its first job.

I now have printed on my mind the following points:

1. Stratostars sometimes open in strange ways, and need
the occasional coaxing to get them fully flying. But until
they are fully open they can be coming down very fast,
despite appearances.

2. Itis dangerously easy to getso absorbed in sorting out
a partly flying canopy that you lose track of height and
time. Especially square canopies where ‘fiddling' can
often be successful. ' Maybe the more ‘experienced’ you
are, the greater the danger — the student's quick des-
pairing upward look and hitting the reserve is healthier
than the Joe Cool, ‘let's give it a couple of seconds'
technique.

3. Being attached to a sick parachute and too low to cut
away is a wonderful cure for constipation but no good at
all for general health.

This would never happen to you? You would never be
caught out because you are experienced and cautious?
That's fun ny, | thought the same myself for seven years. . .

MIKE PURVES, D951.
CC/{ Martlesham Heath SPC.

P.S. As soon as | cut away, the bloody slider came down.
Anyo ne for rings and ropes?

Dear Charlie,

| went to France again this year only this time | was
touring with the family but | managed to get some jumping
inatvarious places. | jumped at La Ferte Gau cher,now run
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by Monsieur Gravat, and Maubeuge— still run by Madame
Violin and as last year | was received well at both places,
it was great to jump with many of the same friends we
made last year when | was on holiday with Danny Hillas
and Chris Lyal from Leeds. Last year after jumping at
these two centres we went down to Strasbourg where the
“Chef” (C.C.1.) was quite adama nt that we could not jump
there without first becoming members of the French
Parachute Federation which would have cost us about
£12. As it happe ns the weather was far too bad to jump
but at the end of our holiday none of us could have
afforded that expense.

With that experience in mind | had written in advance in
English to the French Parachute Federation to seeifthey
had a temporary membership arrangement and find out if
my personal insurances conform to their requirements
because as you may know the B. P.A. worldwide “third-
party cover” strictly speaking is not sufficient in France
where all jum pers have to have personal accident cover.
The Federation’s reply in French made neither of these
points clear so | called at the Federation offices in Paris
which was to be our first planned stop anyway — to do a
bit of sightseeing. After a frustrating half-hour session
haggll ng over my docume nts whi ch were passed round all
the staff they somewhat reluctantly accepted my
insurance and doctor’s certificate but were adamant that
} would have to become a member of the Federation by
joining at any of the ce ntres. They let me have a typed
letter con firming that my documents were otherwise in
order and so | set off for La Ferte Gaucher where the
Secretary explained that since last year things have
tightened up considerably regarding Federation mem-
bership and that whilst she had not the authority to relax
the rules she fe it embarrassed and guilty about taking my
£12, urging me to ask the B.P.A. to write to the French
Federation of fice hopefully expressing members’ views
that some cheaper “temporary holiday membership fee”
may be negotiated.

I dis cussed this with several of the jumpers at La Ferte
and Maubeuge and without exception everyone thought
that it was a “rip-off’.

We travelled across to the South West coast of France
and visited Royan, quite a new centre with an old “Brous-
sard” ex-military aircraft. The airfield is about two miles
inland from the coastal resort of Royan, it is a full-time
centre very well equipped with a first-class expensive
looking Video camera besides the usual five or six sets of
telemeters to be found at most French jump centres. At
Royan they concentrate mainly on student progression
with a heavy emphasis on “Voltige” (style), they have a
pea gravel pit quite close to the packing area and one of
the best equipped stores | have ever seen with literally



hundreds of parachutes from student assemblies to
Strata-Stars, as even the majority of experienced jum pers
use Club equipment generally in France, and this as with
their other facilities is available only to Club members
which is where the expense starts. Unlike any other
French jump centre there is a strict policy at the Royan
that even jum pers visiting for one or two days must “join
the Club”— another sad rip-o ff at over £10, no “weekend
membership” arrangements as we usually have here. |
expected to have to hand over all my documents as
“security for the jump bill" which seems to be a very
effective system generally in use elsewhere in France but
at Royan the procedure is that one must purchase a block
of fifteen jumps in advance or otherwise pay about 25%
more for “one-offs".

As we had planned to stay in Royan for about a week,
with it being so close to the sand and sea for the family’s
enjoyment, | reluctantly paid the Club membership and
bought the blo ck of fifteen jumps on the understanding
that any unused jum ps would be refunded. | managed to
get on a three-man relly-load the first evening but the
style-freaks with their tight suits and heawy gear proved
uncatchable for me in my gynormous flared suit and
S.S.T. so | ended up stood on my head watching a two-
man base break the sound barrier. That evening we
enjoyed a superb meal with the other jum pers who bent
over backwards to express their disgust at the Club
officials making me pay a full year’'s membership.

The weather progressively deteriorated over the next
three days and with the im pending dockers strike then
threatening our return passage from Calais we packed
up to leave forthe long drive backacrossFrance. The Club
office were most unwilling to refund the fourteen prepaid
jum ps— would you believe!— andthe only way round this
was to get another jumper to buy them from me! Three
hundred miles of continuous driving later, we heard of the
postponed dockers action whilst driving through Paris
still in heavy rain so we changed our minds again and
went to Maubeuge where the next day | got in some good
relly-loads from the Pilatus Porter — a beautiful 8-man
Turbo-Prop jump ship with a very large sliding door. This
fantastic machine climbs and descends at a phenomenal
rate and is without doubt the most comfortable and
efficient ship it has ever been my pleasure to jump from.
Incidentally, the Pilatus at La Ferte Gaucher can put out
twostudents on each of three passes between 2,500ft and
4,200ft, then climb to 7,000ft for the last two jumpers and
come to rest on the ground for the next load leaving six
canopies in the air — that's magic — it descends
absolutely vertically with no fear of damage to the turbo-
prop engine, flares at the last minute and lands within
about 50ft of touch-down at an incredibly slow speed — it
can even taxi backwards if it overshoots the next waiting
load!

The highlight of the holiday was an attempted 8-man
comprisingonly two Frenchmen, one Swiss, one German,
two Belgians, a mad Italian and yours truly. We jum ped
from 12,500ft, the pilot spotted”?!?" over a 500 ft thick
solid cloud cover which was between 3 and 3% grand. |
closed fifth on a very stable four-man but before | could
break the wrists thesixth man hititsohardit funnelled and
split irrecoverably. | opened just below the cloud and met
up with some of the others who assured me we were very
close to the Belgian border, | laughed and was sure they
were joking but after walking at least three miles to meet
up with the D.Z. van which then drove us some five miles
arriving back after dark, no longer laughing, | believed
them.

They are a great bunch of people at Maubeuge and
there, the Secretary of the newly-formed Club at Calais
invited us to her house to meet her twelve brothers and
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sisters (their parents have boughtatele since). The follow-
ing day we left Maubeuge calling at "Mado’s” house in
Calais where we were made very welcome and invited
along with any other jumpers from England to attend a
mass relative week at the Calais D.Z. during the first two
weeks in October next year. If anyone is interested | can
assure you there will be no rip-o ff for Club membership or
Federation membership and transport is to be laid-on for
those who do not take their cars over on the ferry — it
sounds like a good idea, they will have a Pilatus Porter
and a Cessna 182 with a possible addition of the Leeds
206 if this can be arranged.

I hope that other British jumpers planning on going to
France next yearwill benefit financially by my unfortunate
experience and think that it would be a good idea if the
B.P.A. could get something worked out with the French
Federation before ne xt year’s holiday season.

Yours, Peter Fisher, D.1566.

[This problem is again being discussed with FFP (for the
um pteenth time!) We'll keep you advised on this one
—Ed ]

RAP.A.

Dear Charlie,

The practice of taking photographs of stude nts exiting the
aircraftand using the Bag De ployment System developed
by this Centre, has brought to light a defect which may
also be affecting similar systems in use at other Centres.

The accompanying photographs opposite clearly show
the problem, i.e. the canopy, leaving the bag before the
rigging lines have fully deployed. The type of system we
use is one which incor porates two elastic bungees pass-
ing through loo ps at the top edge of the mouth lock, into
which the first two rigging line stows are secured. It is
obvious that during the initial stage of deployment,
‘canopy slump’ can occur. (See photograph A). If this is
severe enough, it can exert sufficient pressure on the
elastic bungees to cause them to break, thus allowing the
mouth lock to fall open and the canopy to drop out of the
bag. (Photographs B, C, D.). Mal functions ranging from a
simple BP to the total failure of the canopy to deploy may
result.

The only solution to this problem is to ensure that the
deployment bags are designed with a mouth lock which is
positively held closed during rigging line deployme nt.
There are various methods by which this can be attained
and this will de pend on the existing bag design and the
resources of the Centre/Club concerned.

In view of the evidence produced by the photographs,
Clubs should be aware of the problem, and take the
relevant steps to remedy that problem if necessary.

Yours, Tom Oxley.

YOUR AVIATION LIBRARY IS NOT COMPLETE
IF YOU DO NOT REGULARLY RECEIVE
AND READ A COPY .Of

.PARAGHUTIST™

the world's largest monthly parachuting magazine and the official publi-
cation of the lnited States Parachute Association. First in the field with
news of parachuting activities skydiving equipment and techniques,
safety procedures. advance notice of meets and resultats of com-
petition jumping. 8e up to date. know about the latest advancements
in professional and recreational parachuting in the U.S.A. and around
the world. Enjoy seeing prize winning photographs of parachutists in
action. All this and more. Send check or money order for $8 for a
year's subscription ($20 for air rates).

UNITED STATES PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION

806 15th Street, NW., Suite 444, Washington DC 20005, USA
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It was one of the American Team who announced he
had a simple and foolproof idea that would make him a
millionaire. Curiosity naturally provoked the question,
what? The instant elimination of drought — All you have
to do is organise an |nternational R.W. Competition!
Oudtshoorn, claims the brochures, boasts more sunshine
than California and an annuai rainfall of less than nine
inches — we had all of that and more in a fortnight! And
it nearly made the 3rd World Cup in R.W. the biggest non-
event in parachuting this year. But with about 15 minutes
to spare the bare minimum of 6 rounds in both events
were completed — phew!

g ey
Rudolpho, Max, Marco & Pedro, Venezuela.

Back to the beginning, however, when com petitors
from 9 different nations finally arrived in Qudtshoorn on
24th October after, in almost every case, long and tiring
jour neys. Those who had not previously experienced the
magic atmosphere generated by international comp-
etition were now meeting the old hands of competitive
R.W., Charlie Baum and company from France; B. J.
Worth, Dave Singer, Curt Curtis, Craig Fronk and the
strong U.S. contingent; Pedro, Marco, Rudolpho and Max,
the effervescent quartet from Venezuela; Lothar Lippold
and his military team from Germany; Richard Charter,
Don Boldley and all the warm hearted guys of the host
nation; and, of course, Jim Crocker, Mike Chapman, Tony
Uragalio and Bob Colpus representin? Great Britain,
once again thanks to the generosity of Arthur Haycox
of Endrust. Rod Murphy as Meet Director had gathered
virtually the same team to run the com petition as at
Wonderboom in '74; notable additions being that fabulous
couple, Ned and Sheila Luker now permanently residing
in South Africa. Lumbered with the job of Chief Judge was
Charlie because of the last minute non-availability of
Eilif Ness.

The combination of promised good weather and
unlimited flying time on 4 DC-3s and 5 Kudus, (a South
African C185/Beaver cross), seemed too good to be

3rd WORLD CUP
IN RELATIVE WORK
PARACHUTING
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The aircraft support— 4 Daks and 5 Kudus.

true— it was! Monday the 27th was scheduled as the first
day of practise — the only thing that got it was the
weather— low cloud and high wind prevented anything
except the judges meeting. The object of the Ilird World
Cup was simply to evaluate the 4 and 8 sequential
concept — if successful it would be used for the 1977
World Cham pionships. Competitors and judges alike
were keen to make it work, and it was hoped that the
practise period would highlight any problem areas.
Com petitors finally took to the sky on the Tuesday, and
one of the U.S. 4-Man Teams was quick to demonstrate
the no-rules exit by launching an intact 4-Man Star out
of the DC-3; confusion in the judging area! A hasty
conference agreed that it was acceptable, even if a couple
of the judges did take some convincing, and practise
continued apace until Thursday mid-afternoon when high
winds called a halt until the Saturday. Meanwhile the
Team Leaders meeting had been held on the Thursday
evening and it had gone remarkable smoothly — too
much so perhaps as we shall see later!

ey

Charlie and the International Panel of Judges.

The final practise was completed by mid-morning on
the Saturday and from then it was straight into the
competition with one round of both 8 & 4 being com pleted
by lunch time. South African 4-Man Teams Chevrolet
& Holiday Inn both protested their zero scores, which
had been the result of a novel interpretation of the inter-
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Pink Panthers, France— the first all girl team to appear in
World RW Competition.

P . % i | ., .
Devlis Babies, U.S.A. — Opposed Stalrsteps

Valvoline — Mike, Tony, Jim and Bob
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mediate requirement. The protests claimed that the
method had been cleared at the Team Leaders Meeting!
But, in order not to give too much away to the opposition,
the question had been carefully worded and the
subsequent misunderstanding by both judges and
competitorswas inevitable. The Panel of Judges rejected
the protests, and both were subsequently presented to
the Jury. The latter granted a re-jump, provided a
necessary clarification to the rules and informed both
teams that their original method was not acceptable.
Honour was partly satisfied — it's never fully satisfied
in these cases!

Saturday afternoon saw the traditional opening
ceremony with march on, bands, speeches and displays.
Of the latter it was generally agreed that the French
stole the show with a sort of 20 man diamond flake with
one of the French Pink Panthers girls at each corner; this
subsequently broke into four separate groups.

Sunday was the South African Air Force day off which
forced everyone else to do the same. Sightseeing was the
order of the day, with the Ostriches and the Kangol
Caves being the total local attractions.

Monday saw completion of 3 rounds of the 4 Man event
and most of the second round of the 8 before high winds
stopped play. In the 4-Man event only the German BMW
Team and U.S. Gear Drive had scored the maximum 30
points; (albeit Gear Drive wasn't the “official” U.S. Team
— the difference between “official” and “sanctioned”
was causing some confusion in the US. Camp —
obviously something that’s got to be clarified for future
World Cups if nations are allowed to send more than
one team). Our own 4-Man Team, now called Valvoline,
(they're the people who produce the gunge that Endrust
use in their rust proofing process!), were lying in fifth
place with 20 points.

Monday also saw the start of the press reaction to the
saga of the dance. . . .

Parachute party
girls row

From ALAN DUGGAN guve the cliss permission to

OUDTSHOORN. — A row
was brecwing betwcen
parachutists and a local
domincc here yesterday over
thc honour of the town's
young girls.

The Rev W F Liebenberg
took strong exception to
advertisements calling on
300 “‘pretty girls™ to join
visiting sky-divers at a
dinner-dance last wecek
organized bythc owner ofan
Oudsthoorn ice-rink.

Speaking from the pulpit,
Mr Liebenberg cxhorted the
girls not to attend the dance
lor the sake of their
principlcs. Later he warned a
catechism class that he
would refusc to confirm uny
girl who disobeyed and hc

tefl others that all offenders
would be censured hy the
church.

The parachutists reacted
with anger and disbelief.
Officials said the domincc's

warning amounted to an
insult both to the
parachutists and the

organizers of the event,
Championship director Mr
Rod Murphy said in a
statement: ““The
championship committec
was not involved in the
organization of this dance. It
was organized independently
by local townspeople and in
fact few of the skydivers
attended. If, in fact, the
statements attributed to Mr
Liebenberg are true, then
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they iustbeseenasan insult
not only to the contestants
themselves but to the
International Aviation
Federation who awarded this
event to South Africa.”

Mr Liebenberg visited the
championship headquarters
at the Oudtshoorn Airport
yesterday where he denied
attacking the moruls of the
competitors. He had the
highest esteem for the
jumpers, he said, and it was
not up to him to pass
judgment on them.

He said he bclieved
Oudtshoorn’s young girls
would have been
“chcapened™ and led into
temptation by attending the
dance. He did not like
dancing.

Asked whether the church
would take action against
young girls who attended
parties this week, Mr
Liebenberg said this would
depend on such factors as
the girls’ manner of dress «nd
whether there was an abuse
of liquor.

Mr Mike Genniss, 4
member of the United States
tcam who attended the
dance said yesterday: “The
whole thing is quite amusing.
What does the guy expect us
to do?”

Mr Genniss said there
were only about 20
parachutists at the dance and
no single girls. “We went
inside, had dinncr and
drinks, and went home. It
was quite a drag.”

“Did anyone lose a slipper at the parachutists’ ball last
night? . . . Here comes the fairy prince.”

Tuesday and Wednesday were devoted to listening to
the plaintive cries of the local population: “. . . But
it's the worst weather we've had in thirty years!" On
Wednesday evening the Mayor of Oudtshoorn, Councillor
de Jager and his wife generously entertained all
competitors and officials at a barbeque at his farm.

We finally got in the air again on the Thursday comp-
leting the third round of the 8-Man. U.S. favourites in
this event, Cleareye Express, blew their third jump in
not completing the caterpillar before breaking into the
intermediate requirement. This gave a clear 6 point lead
toCharlie Baum'’s French Icarius team, who had 30 points.
By 11.30 we were Oudtshoorned again with weather
problems, but not before we’'d had a frightening low pull
by the Icarius 4-Man Team, demonstrating the ease of
getting carried away doing sequential. . . . . nearly
permanently. Friday dawned with thunderstorms, and
the realisation that we would be hard pushed to get a six
round result, never mind completing all ten. The weather
did break in the afternoon to allow another round of eight
man however.

The final day. Saturday 6th, gave little prospect for a
result. The journey to the airfietld was highlighted by



the sight of the Meet Directors Military Land Rover which
had been swept down the river, during an attempted
crossing of a torrential ford the previous night. Someone
in high places took pity on us, however, and the weather
broke dramatically in the afternoon to allow completion
of 6 rounds of both events by nightfall, but it was with
minutes to spare. The French were deserving winners
in the 8 Man event, attaining maximum points, whilst the
German Team did well to win the 4-Man event.

The success of the |11l World Cup was agreed at a Team
Leaders and Judges Meeting held one evening towards
the end of the competition. The following minutes of the
meeting should be of interest to all potential R.W.
competitors:

Presentatthe meeting were 4 C.I.P. Members (Wijnands
— Netherlands; Curtis — U.S.A., Charter — R.S.A.;
Shea-Simonds — U.K.), 6 Internar/onal Judges and 19
Representatives from countries competing inthe Smirnoff
World Parachuting Cup (1i1).

It was initially explained that C.I.P. had already decid ed
in Pars in February, 1976, that if the //ird World Cup in
R.W. was successful, that 8 and 4 sequential concept
could be used for the 1977 World R.W. Championships. It
was agreed that the viability of these events had been
proved, and that only minor modifications were required.
Various points were discussed, some at length, but the
following are the agreed recommendations for discussion
at the C.L.P. in February 1977:

1. Exits. There should be no exit rules.
2. Scoring. The two alternatives are:

a) The system that scores the jump as a whole —
(the system in use at the //ird World Cup)

b}  The system that scores the part of the jump
completed.

The majority favoured alternative (a) with the
additional recommendation that bonus points be
excluded from the system.

35 Draw. It was agreed that the draw for sequences,
(both random and set), be made after practise prior
to the competition itself.

4. Altitude. Thealtitude forthe setsequences should
remain fixed, but may be lowered for the random
formation rounds in event of adverse weather.

53 Format. The following changes in format were

agreed:
a) Extra formations should be added in the
8-Man event.

b)  Rounds should alternate between set piece
and random.

c) There should be a pool of set piece jumps
from which the necessary number of rounds
would be drawn prior to competition (see
para. 3).

d) The number of random formations in each
event from which to select the random rounds
should be increased, and in the case of the
8-Man event made more difficult, e.g. cater-
pillar, donut and compressed accordian.

e) The random rounds should not start with set
formations as presently set out in the rules.

In conclusion it was requested that Team Leaders each
provide Bert Wijnands with the following before departure
from Oudtshoorn:

a) Atleasttwonew complete sequences for both events.
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Chevrolet 4 Man Team, RSA — In transition.

b) At least two new formations for both events.

It was stressed that the R.W. Sub-Committee would
welcome any original input and ideas before the February
C.1.P. Meeting.

The World Cup also saw some interesting equipment
ideas, principally Capewell substitutes and throw away
pilot 'chutes. But the French Team proved that it's not
the kit you're wearing that produces the results, but the
way you fly.

Thus ended the Il World Cup in R.W. Thanks to all the
organisersand workers who made it possible, particularly
the South African Air Force who flew magnificently and
to the Army for all their necessary ground support —
without this service involvement the meet wouldn’t have
happened. Finally a special thanks to all those South
Africans, jumpers and non-jumpers, who embarrassed
us with their warm hospitality.

G.C.P.S-S.
WORLD CUP
RESULTS PLACINGS
SMIRNOFF CUP 4-MAN EVENT BY OFFICIAL
TEAMS
1. Team Gear Drive 58 Pts
2. Team B.M.W. (Germany) 56 Pts 1st
3. Team Cenobites (France) 54 Pts 2nd
4. Team Up 52 Pts
5. Team Devil Babies (U.S.A) 50 Pts 3rd
6. Team Chevrolet (R.S.A)) 48 Pts 4th
7. Team Capt. Ardilla’s Super Creams
(Venezuela) 40 Pts 5th
8. Team Scudbow! Skydivers 36 Pts
9. Team Smirnoff 4 34 Pts
9. Team Seagull (Italy) 34 Pts 6th
11. Team Icarius 32 Pts
11. Team Valvoline (G.B.) 32 Pts 7th
11. Team Pink Panther 32 Pts
14. Team Holiday Inn 28 Pts
15. Team Dagdriverbanden (Denmark) 26 Pts 8th
16. Team Ramblers Raiders (Australia) 26 Pts 8th
17. Steilutis Alpinus Team 22 Pts
18. Team Trek 20 Pts
WORLD CUP
8-MAN EVENT POINTS
1. Team Icarius (France) 40Pts 1st 60
2. Team Cleareye Express (U.S.A)) 34Pts 2nd 54
3. Team Baby Up 30 Pts
4. Team Italy P.D. (ltaly) 28 Pts 3rd 38
5. Team Smirnoff 20 Pts 4th 27
6. Team Cuckoos Nest 17 Pts
7. Team Chickens & Feathers 16 Pts
8. Team Holiday Inn 6 Pts
9. Team Anglo Venezuelan Productions 2 Pts




THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Our 10th Annual General Meeting will be held on January 8th,
1977 at the Grand Hotel, Granby Street, Leicester. The main
reason for the change of venue is that the Management of the
Imperial Centre Hotel at Birmingham let us down last year by
double booking, which resulted in aseating problem in the small
hall we had to accept. We only found out about this after we had
arrived at the Hotel.

The Grand Hotel has
been checked out and |
sincerely hope we have no
problems this year and
that a good time is had
by all.

| would again remind
Members attending that
only they are allowed into
the A.G.M. and they must
produce a current Mem-
bership Card to gain
entry. Wives, girlfriends,
boyfriends (?) and hus-
bands who are not Members of B.P.A. are very welcome both
before and after the Meeting but cannot attend it.

Our Membership has not grown as quickly as we had hoped
this year, due mainly to the introduction from April 1st 1976 of a
higher rate of subscription for Provisional Members.

This subject is dealt with separately in this issue of S.P. and
therefore | will not go into detail in this Report except to say that
Clubs and Centres response to our circular for their feelings on
our suggestion of an additional shorter, cheaper Provisional
Membership was, more or less, split down the middle and it could
mean (assuming the proposal is accepted) that B.P.A.income is
down a little over the next 12 months, but this is certainly not
necessarily so. Council deemed it most important to have al/
garqc_hutists under its wing and | hope you will agree with their

ecision.

The analysis tables below show our Membership movement
over the last five years.

The 1976 figures are as atend October 1976 but final figures for
the year will be given at the A.G.M.

THE CHAIRMAN and B8IG JAKE

Type of

Membership 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976

Provisional 959 925 2095 3341 3313"

Full— New 2141 1811 1355 1755 1369

Full— Renewal 1140 1478 2292 2792 3080
4240 4214 5742 7888 7762°°

*

Out of this figure 248 have converted to Full Membership.
** Out of this total Membership we have 569 Lady Members.
** Out of this total Membership 252 are Scottish Members.

Membership Analysis—1976

Asusualwegivethefollowingtableto show youthe monthly
movement of Membership and for those who are reading it
forthefirsttime | would explain that the drop in numbers from
March to April is due to our financial year ending and the re-
registering and updating starting again in April.

MONTHLY ANALYSIS—1976
Types of Membership

Pro- Monthly Accum.
Month visional Full Renewals Total Totai
January 213 77 7 297 297
(8185)
February 240 82 6 32 625
(8513)
March 301 57 — 358 983
(8871)
April 329 321 2486 3136 4119
May 473 15 290 778 4897
June 342 156 137 635 5532
July 364 218 65 647 6179
August 181 131 46 358 6537
September 331 229 30 590 7127
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October 7762
November detalls awaned

December details awaited ——

Totals at

31.10.76 3313 1369 3080 7762 -
New Clubs

In 1976 the following new clubs were affiliated to the B.P.A.:

Spreadeagle Para Club

Lashenden Para Club

R.A.O.C. Free Fall Team

University College North Wales Para Club
Southern Counties Para Club

Cumbria Para Club

South Wales Para Club.

Although not yet affiliated, the following clubs are known to be
underway and are expected to apply for affiliation in due course:

Sheffield Para Club
Wales and West of England Para Club
East Coast Parchute Centre.

B.P.A. Dinner/Dance

The Dinner/Dance on the evening prior to our A.G.M. last year
was a resounding success. The wine flowed well and everyone
was in a suitable frame of mind when the Talent (?) Competition
started — | still can't make up my mind as to whether some of the
acts in fact acted or if that was their normal state (physically and
mentally). | can only add if an’y who attended were in doubt as to
how the tune “Masters of the Sky” went, they weren’t when the
Dance finished!!

We are not having the Talent Competition this year but can
assure you of a good night out. Tickets are now available so
please remember, we can't seat all the B.P.A. — GET YOUR
ORDER IN EARLY.

B.P.A. Council

YourCouncil worked well again this year, notwithstanding the
fact that during the year we lost some of them, due to resignation
and of course the untimely death of Tim Morgan your B.P.A.
Treasurer.

Tribute has already been made of Tim but most of you will never
know of the enthusiastic work he put into the Treasurer's job,
including his position as Chairman of our Financial Sub-Com-
mittee.

Being a truly sporty Accuracy and Relative man his comment
and advice in Council will be sorely missed.

In no particular order now, | must firstly thank Jim Crocker for
his excellent work with the Safety and Training Committee. You
will seefrom the Minutes oftheir meetings in S.P. how much work
they get through. Another noticeable change this year is the
increase in the number of Observers at these meetings — to the
extent that we had to buy a further ten chairs.

Mike O’Brien has been a real stalwart in running the Competi-
tions Sub-Committee. With two Nationals and a World Cham-
pionship in one year to get through, plus helping with other
Competitions, | think his work has been outstanding.

Dave Waterman carried out a lot of intitial work on the Aircraft
Purchase feasibility exercise as well as organising the R.W.
Seminar at Netheravon earlier in the year plus working on the
B.P.A. Publicity Posters and Brochures.

Lofty Thomas chaired the Riggers Sub-Committee which did
notgettogether very often but did finalise Riggers Qualifications.

Tom Ridgway took on the task of Chairing the Forward
Planning Sub-Committee and has already supplied Council with
the first study on B.P.A. Aircraft ownership, which only seems
practical if we run our own National Centre. The second Report
on the Establishment of a National Centre and its likely effect on
Clubs/Centres is expected at our next Council Meeting with
the other three Reports following fairly soon afterwards. These
are: (1) — Instructors/Riggers selection, training qualifications,
updating and upgrading; (2)— B.P.A. Organisation development
in relation to Government, C.A.A. and Membership, including
financial implications, and finally, (3) — Membership, Clubs'



and Centres’ expectation from B.P.A. and how to avoid Member-
ship loss.

I must thank Peter Prior for carrying out his duties as your Vice-
Chairman and stepping into the breach as Treasurer following
Tim Morgan’sdeath. Peter met and interviewed Peter Mitchell our
new Treasurer who is a fully qualified Accountant and who
kindly took this job over even though he is a co-opted member
with no vote.

My sincere thanks to all those on Council who turned up
regularlyandwho have made myjoba lot easier.

Your H.Q. and Staff

Bill, Dorothy, Helen and Sue have, as in previous years, run
your H.Q. at Leicester in a very efficient manner.

Their work has contributed to our increased Nett Profit of
£2966at31stMarch 1976 up £2,450 on last year.

It is mainly through Bill's efforts that we are now receiving
£23,834 a year in Grant Aid from the Sports Council; a further
increase on last year.

Nationai Coach/Safety Officer

This has been Charlie’s first full year as your Full Time N.C./S.O.
and during the year he has covered a great deal of work. He has
run eight Instructors Courses and from these 39 Potential
Instructors and 22 Full Instructors were passed out.

Charlie has continued his programme of keeping in touch
with Clubs by regular visits which is most important in keeping
his finger on the pulse of parachuting in England.

His friendly relations with the C.A.A. has continued to assist us
and will dosointhe future aswe expect to have a meeting with the
C.A A, later this year or early in 1977.

He has acted as Meet Director at both our Nationals and was
Head of Delegation for the B.P.A. Team at the World Champion-
ships in Italy.

You will be interested to know that he was invited to South
Africa to assist at an Instructors Course and later be Chief Judge
at the Third World R.W. Cup. Council agreed he should attend
and what he learned there wili be to our good advantage in
training our sequential R.W. Teams in the future.

He also was responsible for all the work done on the B.P.A.
Competitions Caravan, mentioned later.

Safety and Training Committee

| have already paid tribute to the work Jim Crocker has put into
the S.T.C. but must also mention that the S.T.C. comprises all the
C.C1's from Affiliated Clubs and to those -who take the time
and trouble to go to S.T.C. Meetings (some of them travel very
long distances to do so), on your behalf, | thank them. It is also
good to see an increasing number of Observers attending.

Off the subject a bit, but it was nice to know that the Hang
Gliding Association appreciated our gesture in inviting them
along to one of our S.T.C. Meetings at a time when they were
having problems and getting their own S.T.C. organised.

Some of you may not know it but we do have copies of the up-
dated re-print of our B.P.A. Regulations available for purchase.
A necessary item if you are to understand and appreciate our
sport fully.

Riggers

Regrettablytheyhave not gottogether as often as | would have
wished but what has resulted from their Meetings is that they
now have a Riggers Examination system. | sincerely hope that in
1977 these examinations are vigorously applied and apathy
which seems to surround them at present is cast off. | think the
Membership have a right to the confidence of being supplied by
“Qualified™ Riggers, after all they are literally putting their lives in
the Rigger's hands. Currently there are 11 Basic Riggers and 10
Chief Riggers approved by the Association.

Fataiities
My hopes at our A.G.M. for a fatality free year were truly

shattered this year. We had five fatalities which, briefly

exptained, were as follows:

Sgt. Robbins A.P.A.  Malfunction of Main. Cut away but failed
to activate Reserve.

AP.A. Asabove.

In U.S.A. Insufficient evidence available, but a low
cut-away suggested.

Lt. Hyde
Tim Morgan
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C. Marriot Eagle  Non B.P.A. Member. First jump student.
Sleevesystem used. Student on his back
at exit, grabbed extractor and prevented
development of main. Reserve not

activated.
J. J. Brady In U.S.A. No detailed report received as yet.

| do not think | need spell out the lessons to be learnt from this
list. As usual, atotally unnecessary loss of lives.

‘Sport Parachutist’

Another year has passed with the high quality of our Journal
being maintained, which speaks highly for its devoted Editor
Charlie. The B.P.A. office is now taking a more active part in the
preparation of the Journal which in my mind maintains its
position at the top of the parachuting journal’s league.

Council has increased Charlie's fee from £50 to £75 per issue
which on the face of it sounds alarge increase until | tell you that
we had not reviewed the fee for the past five years.

Charlie still needs more articles, particularly technical ones so
please try and put pen to paper in 1977.

Nationai Worid Champlonships— Relative, Styie and Accuracy

A busy year as regards competitions, we started off with the
Style and Accuracy Nationals at Shobdon which resulted in
Scotty Milne of the Red Devils (Parachute Regiment) being
overall Men’s Champion and Sandy Murray becoming the overall
Women's Champion. Winning Team was the Duck End Farm
Team. As you may be aware we are trying to make our Nationals
self financing from entry fees etc. Council's budget for this
allowed for a £55 deficit, but in fact, the nett cost to B.P.A. was
£224 as against £348 in 1975.

In August/September the World Championships (classics)
was held in Italy. A full report from Charlie appeared in the last
issue so| will say no more except to sympathise with Scotty Milne,
Bob Hiatt and Jane Waugh for their injuries and to congratulate
Bob in achieving so high a position, handicapped as he was. |
would point out that each Team Member contributed £25 to the
funds and the actual cost to B.P.A. after taking into account
Grants, National Team fund etc. was Nil as against a Nett cost to
B.P.A. of £2417 in 1975.

Incidentally the request that Bill Paul made for Members to
round-up their Annual Subscriptions in April brought in approx.
£750to go towards the National Team Fund. A tremendous effort
and very much appreciated by Council. Thanks!

October saw the Relly Nationals at Leicester Airport which
suffered from dreadful weather plus aircraft problems.
Notwithstanding this, the Novices 4 man Speed Star event was
completed, with 9 rounds out of 10 of the 4 man sequential and
6 out of 10 of the 8 man sequential, enough to give a result.
Unipart Falcons (of RAFSPA) won the 4 man Novices speed star
with Symbiosis winning the 4 and 8 man sequential. (Full Report
in thisissue). Lossto B.P.A. on this Nationals was £612 as against
22%65 in 1975. Our budget in this case had allowed for a deficit
of £185.

Atthetimeofwriting Jim Crockeristaking his 4 Man Sequential
Team— Endrust to the Third World Cup of Relative Work in South
Africaand we wish him a good result; I've no doubt they will learn
a lot over there and bring back the latest information on R.W.
Meets which will be of benefit to our own Teams.

Assistance and Ciubs

| would remind Clubs of the loan facility available to them, as
passed at our March Council Meeting. It is as follows:

a) Funds are available from general income for qualifying loans
up to a total of £2,500 per annum.

b) Maximum loan per applicant or Club be £1,000.
c) Maximum term of loan be 2 years.

d) Loans up to £250 interest free. Above £250 carry interest at 5%
per anum on whole amount.

e) Anyloan not paid onduedate willcarrya 15%interestcharge.
A comprehensively laid out Application for Loan Form is

available any time from B.P.A. office.
Assistance given to clubs is as follows:

Repayments Due Balance
Ciubs 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 Owing
Sports Para Centre £500 — - — —  £250
RSA Para Club — £500 — — — —



Wessex Para Club — — £600 — —  £600
Midland Para Club — — £500 — —_ —
Thames Valley £300 — — £300

Manchester Free Fall
Club £100
Martlesham Heath
Parachute Club £250

We are hopeful that the Wessex loan will soon be repaid and
legal action is being taken to recover the monies owing from
Sports Para Centre. The Thames Valley Club folded up and the
borrower is no longer in the country — this may well be a loss. It
was bad debts such as this which led to our tightening up of
guarantee requirements.

£250 —

Sports Aid Foundations

Our participation in this follows a meeting Bill and | attended in
London. This was set up to obtain funds from industry etc. for all
Sports and this year we received grants totalling £1,050 in respect
of training for potential British Team Members.

In the same vein a Roya/ Commission on Gambling is to be set
up and eventually we hope to receive funds from a body, yet to be
named, which will in turn receive funds from levies made on
gambling.

Sandy Murray applied and qualified for a Sir Winston Churchill
Scholarship and was granted three months training at Raeford
in the U.S.A. The benefit of that Training was seen at the Nationals
and her subsequent selection for the British Women's Team.

Annuai Raffle

Profit on last year's raffle was £2,591, some £769 up on last year.
Bill is looking for a minimum of £2,800 this year. How about it?!

Each year | ask you to support our Raffle, which as ycu can see
makes a tremendous contribution to our funds for the World
Championships. Please again sell as many books as you can, it
is one of the few ways the Ordinary Member can help HIS
Association to help him.

Deposit Accounts— Bank and Buiiding Society

Your Bank Deposit Account is currently standing at approx.
£12,258 and the Building Society Deposit at £12,700 — a total
of £24,958.

Bill Paul is still only retaining as much as is needed to run the
day to day accounts of the B.P.A. in the Current Account and is
transferring regularly from this to the Deposit Accounts.

C.AA.

An even greater year for Displays has this year meant that the
C.A.A. has been under considerable pressure and has had to
work on a “dates of Displays™ order for clearance, rather than on
a “receipt of Application Forms” order. This has given a lot of
cause for worry to Display Teams, but the C.A.A. are suffering
from undermanning as are many other Governmental Depart-
ments and in their turn have to staff their offices to orders.

However, Stan Jones of the General Aviation Branch, C.A.A.
will be getting together soonwith the B.P.A. to see what can be
done to alleviate the problems well before the next season starts.
| met Stan on the final day of the R.W. Nationals at Leicester which
he kindly visited with his charming wife and we had a long chat
over apint (ortwo). | am sure a conclusion beneficial to jumpers
and the C.A A. will result from our forthcoming meeting.

Thanks again C.A.A. and all the Air Traffic Controllers who
have helped us perform at Displays and Club level.

Sports Council

As | have already advised, this year was another one of
increased Grants from the Sports Council amounting to £23,834
for the financial year ending 31st March 1977.

Broken down, the list of apportionments is as follows:

Administration £14,280
1976 World Championships £5,062
Coaching £4,492

£23,834

Without the Sports Council we could not give you an efficient
organisation such as you now have. Believe me, if there was no
B.P.A. l would be very surprised if any sport parachuting was now
going on in this Country. The Sports Council has given us a
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strong organisation and on your behalf | thank those in the Sports
Council who sympathise with our sport.

Scottish Sport Parachute Assoclation

Not much information has filtered through this year but Bill
Paul did attend, on our behalf their A.G.M. last May and from
this we heard that Tom Dickson who has served Scottish Para-
chuting so well for so many years handed over the chair to lan
McLennon.

The S.S.P.A./B.P.A. Membership is now 252. Some of these
are full Members of B.P.A.

| hope lan McLennon will be at our A.G.M. and that he can
update us on the year's happenings North of the Border.

Annual Subscriptions

A new three-tier system of Membership is being proposed at
the A.G.M. as laid out in the Resolution inserted into this Journal.
| have already covered this in the opening sectionof this Report.

Council believe it is worth a try and ask you to support the
proposal. Full Membership fee and the 4 month Provisional
Membership fee remain unaltered in price.

Displays and Display Insurance

1976 was a record year in regard to the number of Displays
performed. To give you an idea of this the C.A.A. had some 200
Displays to clear for August alone.

Thisyear43teamscomprising 187 jumpers used our Insurance
cover at £9 per jumper per year. Remember, there is a rebate of
50% of the premium if you carry out less than 5 displays in the
year.

Purchase of Equipment

A further 75 C-9 canopies were purchased to supply
(unmodified) to Affiliated Clubs at£40.00each. We bought a third
set of Telemeters which now gives us sufficient to run Meets
without borrowing them.

Thisyearsawthe purchase of the B.P.A. Competitions Caravan
which has been used at our Championships and other Meets.
It is fitted out with all the necessary stats. equipment and, most
important, a radiotransceiver which means that we have absolute
control over aircraft aloft which enables us to speed things up
during Competitions and also to save flying time (money!).

Finally, we havesent B.P.A. Publicity Posters to over 150 Sports
Centres in an effort to push up our Membership.

Don't forget our Training Aid Posters which now cover the Bag
Deployment System.

Council is currently looking into Video equipment and into an
electronic scoring disc.

Club Annual Returns

Response to Bill's request for statistics from Clubs was better
this year but six Clubs still did not return them. Please make that
extra effort C.C.I's and Club Secretary's, it makes Bill's life that
much easier if you can return these as soon as possible after
receipt.

Information from the Forms we received reveal that 1975 we
made approx. 90000 jumps. The summary produced
from the Returns is very much in demand by outside organ-
isations and is very often used to the benefit of the Sport. The
summary for 1976 will appearin S.P. early in the New Year.

Calendar of Events — 1977

February 14th- 16th F.A.l. (C.I.P.) Annual Meeting,
Zurich.

April 8th-11th R.N. & R.M. SPA Meet.

May 10th-18th Army Championships,
Netheravon.

May 21st-29th R.W. National Championships
(venue to be decided)

July 2nd -10th S/A National Championships
(venue to be decided)

July Last Week Rhine Army Championships

(tentative) Sennelager.
Aug/Sept. Dates not yet World R.W.Championships

received (venue to be decided by F.A.l)

Instructors Courses for 1977 arestill to be finalised and will be
published in S.P. and all Clubs notified in due course.



Appreciations

| have already spoken of our Council, S.T.C. and the other Sub-
Committees who worked so hard on your behalf this year but
there are several other Organisations whom we must thank for
their help during 1976.

H. P. Buimer Ltd for their sponsorships at the Classic Nationals.
Fiat for supplying transport and publicity for our Team and
Officials at the World Championships (from the U.K. to Italy and
back).

Endrust for sponsoring- Jim Crocker’'s Team to the South
African R.W. World Cup. Hereford Parachute Club Ltd and
Hereford Aero Club for their considerable assistance with staging
the Classic National Championships at Shobdon.

Leicester Aero Club Ltd who we had never associated with
parachuting before, for their great co-operation with the staging
of our R.W. National Championships at Leicester Airport.

10th Para Bn. (T.A.V.R.) for providing the marquees.and first
class catering at the R.W. Nationals at Leicester.

Our Co-opted Members of Council for a regular turn out— even
though they have no vote.

And finally of course | would, on Council's behalf, like to thank
you, our Members, for supporting our Association.

In Conclusion

The title of this section is somewhat appropriate asiit is the last
time | shall be writing these Reports.

Having served on Council for some 12 years, being Vice-Chair-
man and finally Chairman for the last 5 years | feel it is time to
hand over the gavel.

There are several reasons for my decision to “retire” from
office as Chairman and a Council Member. None are at the top
of the list but all added together make it right in my mind to
hand over.

In any organisation such as this | believe it wrong to sit in the

Chair for too long a period. It is healthy for such an organisation
as ours to have a change of face every so often, even at the top.

On apersonal point, | am now involved in the start of building
up of several Companies which is drawing en my time at an
increasing rate and | can foresee that in 1977 | shall be travelling
about both at home and overseas which will make it impossible
for me to efficiently carry out the job as your Chairman; a job
which deserves a maximum attendance to Council Meetings, if
possible, much thought and planning prior to a Meeting.

Coupled with this is the distance | live from Leicester and that
each month it seems that | have to devote, more or less, a whole
dayfor a Council Meeting and getting back home at between two
and three o'clock in the morning doesn’t exactly make me fresh
for work the next day.

However, | have enjoyed my time on Council from the early
years when the first A.G.M. was held over a pint in the front
garden of a Pub at Kidlington. The work done on producing the
first B.P.A. Rules and Regulations and the Meetings we held in the
Officers Mess, at the Duke of York’s Barracks in Chelsea. The
B.P.A. Otfice moves from theirlowly beginning at Lower Belgrave
Street, London, to Artillery Mansions, London, and finally to your
splendid offices at Leicester. The Incorporation of the B.P.A. as a
Limited Company was in March 1966, the Memorandum and
Articles of Association of which | had the honour of signing. It
was in the same year that we had our first meeting with the
Sports Council which resulted in the commencement of our
Grants. All these things | am proud to have been involved with and
amsurethatthe B.P.A. will go on from strength to strength.

Incidentally | am not giving up jumping so I'll still see you
around the Drop Zones.

Round or Square, Jump with Care!
Sincerely,

LAWRIE St. JOHN,
Chairman.

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION
COUNCIL MEETING, THURSDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 1976
held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester

PRESENT
L. N. E. St. John — Chairman B.P.A.
P. J. Prior — Vice Chairman B.P.A.
W. J. Meacock
J. L. Thomas

RA. Swainson

J. Petherbridge

J. T. Crocker
IN ATTENDANCE

Sgn. Ldr. W. Paul

P. G. Mitchell
OBSERVERS

Major D. H. Scarfe

C. Thomas
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Major T. H. Ridgway M. J. O'Brien
WO D. Peacock I. B. Wright

The Chairman welcomed and introduced Major D. H. Scarfe

(Ret'd) the recently appointed Secretary, Army Parachute

Association.

Item 39/76

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Competitions

a. The meeting received a ietter requesting an exemption from
the requirement that a non-British National has to have been
a member of the BPA for at least one year prior to the date of
the 1976 R.W. National Championships. The exemption was
not granted.

b. R.W. National Championships — Trophies There were now
three events in the R.W. Nat. Champs. but trophies were avail-
able for only two — the Bulmers Saiver for the 4-Man

—Sec. Gen. B.P.A.

—({Sec. AP.A.)
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Sequential and the Endrust Cup for the now 8-Man event. Mr.
J. L. Thomas kindly offered to provide a trophy for the 4-Man
Speed (Novice) event. The Sec. Gen. and Mr. Thomas would
liaise re the purchase and title.

c. FAI Sporting Licences. In reply to a written question from
Mr. M. J. O'Brien asking if it was necessary to continue with
the requirement that all entrants must be in possession of a
FAI Sporting Licence, the Sec. Gen. quoted from the FAI
Sporting Codewhich indicated that Sporting Licences should
be used for all National and International Championships.
It was agreed to continue the requirement for this year.
However, the matter would be checked with FAI at the next
Annual Meeting (Feb. 1977).

2. Safety and Training
a. Mr. Meacock actedas Chairman of the S.T.C. Meeting of 17th

August (previously distributed) and the following points
arose:

b. Fatal Accident — T. Morgan. A report on the fatal accident
had been received from Mr. Curtis of the Pope Valley Ranch
Parachute Club, U.S.A. where the accident occurred. Much of
the report was speculation as the descent had not been
witnessed. In essence it had been a streamer malfunction of
the main canopy followed by a low cutaway. There was no
evidence to suggest that the Tapewell Canopy Release had or
had not been a contributing factor.

c. Additional Seating. The Council received a request for the

purchase of additional seating and on a proposal by J. Pether-
bridge seconded by W. J. Meacock it was unanimously agreed
to purchase 10 additional chairs of the type already in use
(cost £3.70 to £4.00 per chair).

3. Finance
a. The Chairman introduced Mr. Peter Mitchell and read a letter

from Mr. P. J. Prior outlining Mr. Mitchell's parachuting
background and professional qualifications as a Chartered



Accountant which in his view made him ideally suitable for
appointment as Treasurer to the Association. Mr. Mitchell
expressed his willingness to accept and on a proposal by
Mr. J. L. Thomas seconded by Mr., J. T. Crocker was
unanimously appointed Treasurer and a co-opted member
of Council. The Sec. Gen. would arrange the necessary
amendment to the Bank Mandate.

The Sec. Gen. reported there was no major change in the
Association's finances, there being some £30,000 in deposit
and £870in the current account. The major expenses involved
in the World Championships i.e. Entry Fees, Travel and
Training at Bergerac would all be paid by Bank Transfer from
the Deposit Account.

4. Forward Planning

In the absence of Major Ridgway, the Sec. Gen. informed the
meeting there was nothing to report.

Item 40/76

DINNER/DANCE A.G.M.

The meeting confirmedthat a Dinner/Dance be held at the Grand
Hotel Leicester on Friday 7th January 1977, the evening
precedingthe A.G.M. Itwas agreed the setting-up of a Committee
was unnecessary and that arrangements be made by the Sec.
Gen. who had aiready provisionally booked the Queen's Hall,
The Grand Hotel, Leicester. Mr. Crocker agreed to help with a
Disc Jockey contact if this was required.

Item 41/76
PREVIOUS MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

Minutes of the meeting of 29th July 1976 were approved as
recorded and distributed.

Matters Arlsing

1. Radio for Competitions Caravan (34/76— 1f). This had been
purchased and installed and has proved successful. It was not
yet known if the purchase would qualify for grant aid.

2. G.Q. Protector (34/76— 2a). Mr. Prior reported he had written
to the Chairman of GQ's and, in addition, had a meeting with him.
Hein turn would be having a meeting with the Managing Director.
The resuits would be reported to the next meeting of Council.
3. Affiliation South Wales Para Club (35/76—c). Asaresult of a
visit to the club by the NCSO the affiliation had been confirmed.
4. Video Tape (36/76— c¢). The NCSO had the reproduction to
British standard tape in hand but there was nothing further to
report.

Mr. Meacock reported that on a demonstration of video at Sibson
by the representative of a London Company. Depending on cost
and suitability, Sibson, and possibly the APA would be consider-

ing purchase. Mr. Meacock agreed to keep BPA informed so the
consideration can be given to a possible purchase by BPA. The
Sec. Gen. would investigate the possibility of grant aid for such a
purchase.

5. Bag Deployment Systems (36/76 — d) The Sec. Gen.
produced extracts from Council Meetings of 19 March 1975 and
23 April 1975 which outlined a suggested BPA subsidy towards
the cost of expenditure by clubs on adopting a bag Deployment
System. However, the suggested subsidy was linked with the
proviso that the adoption was made mandatory — this had not
been done.

6. BPA Brochure. The first part supply of the order was to hand
— samples were distributed. The brochure was now being sent
out with the club list to all enquirers and were available for
purchase by club/teams at the subsidised price of 04p per
brochure.

7. Outstanding Ltoans (36/76— h).
a. Wessex Para Club. Nothing further to report.

b. Sport Para Centre Grindale. Mr. Crocker reported on action
now in hand.

8. Membership — Extra Ordinary Council Meeting (8.7.76). The
Sec. Gen. reported the result to date of his letter to clubs — 20
clubs hadreplied and a summary of the replies was given by the
Sec. Gen. who pointed out that any suggested change in
membership rates could only be introduced if carried as a
resolution at a General Meeting.

The meeting agreed to await theresultof replies up to the next
meeting when consideration would be given as to what action
would be in the best interest of the Association and, should it be
decided there was a case in favour of introducing a 2 jump
membership, this would be given to the membership as a
recommendation for discussion at the A.G.M. Background
information would be given to members in an insert in the Dec-
ember issue of the Journal.

Item 42/76
OTHER BUSINESS

Editors Fee ‘Sport Parachutist’. The meeting considered a case
for increasing the current Editor’s fee (£50 per issue). A proposal
by Mr. Prior seconded by Mr. Meacock that the fee be increased
to £75 per issue was unanimously agreed.

Iltem 43/76

B.P.A. Calendar. A suggestion that a BPA Calendar be intro-
duced was considered. Quotation received gave cost as 56p each
on purchasing 1,000 or 38p each on 2,000. The meeting agreed
not to introduce a calendar on the grounds of cost and the
uncertainty of the speculation.

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION
SAFETY AND TRAINING COMMITTEE MEETING, TUESDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 1976
held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester

PRESENT
J. Crocker Chairman
C. Shea-Simonds NC/SO
A. Dixon RE.M.E.
R. Swainson S.C.P.C.
A. Linley B.P.C.
J. Meacock P.P.C.
D. Orton Halfpenny Green
J. Hitchen C.S.D.C.
L. Thomas Riggers
M. Bolton C.S.D.
J. Laing AP.A.
A. Black [
D. Hickling P.D.P.C.
I. Howell MP.C.
E. Finney M.S.P.C.
D. Prince N.W.PC.
OBSERVERS
J. Sharples M.P.C
W. Sharples
S. Lear RS.A.

E. Strawson B.P
D. Fisher M.P
R. Moore

P. Padley RIE
B. Reed P.P
J. Charles P.P
J. Curtis

J. Petherbridge

J. Lines M.P.C.
P. Howell
S. Dyer

M. Smith
P. Jones
D. Cox

J. Fisher
R. Nicks
D. Turner
P. Hibberd
T. Bailey

APOLOGIES

D. Peacock
E. Lewington

Halfpenny Green

M.S.PC.



Iltem 1

EXEMPTION TO ATTEND INSTRUCTORS’ COURSE

Miss B. Reed of PPC requested an exemption from the two years
rule to attend a Pl Course. This request was supported by J. Mea-
cock, her CCI, and was approved unanimously.

Item 2
FATALITY REPORT
WO Laing, as Chairman of the Board of Inquiry, presented his

reporton the fatality atthe Eagle Parachute Centre at Ashford on
4th September.

The parachutist making his first descent had exited the aircraft,
and fouled the deploying pilot chute of a sleeve deployed system
under his right arm. There was no deployment of the reserve
parachute. The training of the student had been found to be satis-
factory. The medical certificate had been forged by an associate
of the deceased, and it is understood that the police are taking
action. The Board recommend the use of the bag deployment
system for initial S/L descents, and strongly advised clubs to
check on the authenticity of medical certificates. STC approved
thefindings of the Board, and A. Black informed the meeting that
Eagle Parachute Centre were now using the bag deployment
system.

item 3
RIGGERS RATINGS

A request for a riggers rating for A. Sinclair was received. It was
agreed that he qualify under the new system.

Item 4

RIGGERS QUALIFICATION

Ciarification of riggers qualification as outlined in Item 2 of the

STC Meeting of 20th July was approved as follows:

BPA Chief Riggers and Basic Riggers must be examined by two

current BPA Chief Riggers at one of the following permanent

rigging establishments, not necessarily at the same time.:
1. Lofty’s Loft, Bridlington; 2. The Chapel Loft, Idmiston;
3. P.R.F.F.T,, Aldershot; 4. R.A.P.C., Bad Lippspringe.

ikl

Fred Ryland

Iltem 5

PREVIOUS MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

The previous minutes were approved and the following matters
were arising:

ftem 3. A letter from Curt Curtis concerning Tapewell Canopy
Releases was read to the meeting. It was his opinion that the
Tapewells used by Tim Morgan were not in any way responsible
for his fatal accident.

item 7a. A copy of the Board of Inquiry into the Leefmans
incident was stillawaited by STC. The NC/SO reported that Para-
Flite had sent a draft Strato Star Incident Form which he would
circulate amongst clubs for completion by those who had en-
countered Strato Star collapses.

Item 6
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a. D. Orton informedthe meeting of a S/L hang up from the PA 32
at Halfpenny Green. Luckily the hang up cleared itself quickly,
but had been caused by lack of control by the instructor of
both the student and the static line. The meeting agreed that
the action taken by D. Orton, the CCl, of reminding the
instructor concerned of his responsibilities was sufficient.

b. The REME Team reported an unusual malfunction on a
display where the bag had dropped from the container pre-
maturely — the reserve was activated successfully. It was
agreed no further action was necessary.

c. A request by P. Howell for an Advanced Instructors Rating,
supported by J. Crocker and J. Meacock, was approved
unanimously.

d. The requirementforlaying down a minimum qualification for
night descents was raised by D. Orton. After some discussion
itwas agreed by 9votesto 2 that the minimum qualification be
Category VIII.

e. Itwas reported to the meeting that a case of a forged log book
had come to light. The log book belonged to S. Hayes, and of
the 78 jumps recorded he admitted that 6 were forged. The log
book had already been suitably endorsed by D. Orton and the
meeting agreed that all clubs should be informed through
these minutes.

i

and Bill Robbins over Land’s End
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CANOPY R.W.

Whilst at the U.S. Nationals at Tahlequah this year, many
skydivers were excited and enthused by their first
glimpses of relative work performed entirely below 2000
feet. The first two guys to do it, stay hooked up until a
few feet off the ground, and land in the packing area
received applause from a thousand people on the drop
zone as jumpers lost interest in their packing and stood
up to watch. The sight of 36 man quadra-diamonds and
25 man christmas star flakes overhead paled in insignifi-
cance compared to this new feat of daring and skill
performed within yards of its audience. The exponents
were not, of course, still in free-fall but merely flying their
Stratostars in such a way that one jumper was sitting
fairly and squarely on the leading edge of the other’'s
canopy. The lower jumper flared to land which gave a
clean separation followed by the high man's landing flare.

Its called Canopy Relative Work, and it offers a whole
new dimension to our sport; for many people it brings
some excitementback into thatboring part of the skydive
— the landing bit.

What’s your reaction to it? Is it: “that’s neat, I'm going
to do that”, or "Sport Death! You won’t catch me doing
it,” or "we must get some rules together to stop it before
someone gets hurt.” Whatever you think, people are
doing it and discovering that it's fun, exciting, and
demands a high degree of canopy control. In the begin-
nings of free fall relative work some ran the risk of mid
air “collision” by tracking towards each other at frighten-
ing speeds considering their ignorance in the matter of
stopping. It is very easy to see parallels of this nature
between these two kinds of relative work, which remind
one to keep an open mind about anything new which at
first showing appears dangerous.

In fact it looks very easy when you see someone else
do it, but when you try it yourself you find that it is not
so, and small closing speeds appear horrific. You also
discover how rough your canopy control has been, all
along, because in aiming for a disc you controlled your
approach towards only an instantaneous measure of
success. In other words, in getting a D.C. you have only
tobeintheright place when you hit the ground, and until
you actually do that, errors of many feet or yards are
tolerable.

To make a canopy hook-up, you must fly in together
under control and then hook-up; any crude attempts to
make sudden swoops and grab hold before you lose your
chancecan result in the classic “canopy collision” where
entanglements of various sorts can lead to loss of
canopy inflation. The advent of the square canopy has
really made it all possible because you can fly one square
above another without getting into the turbulent spoilt
air which above a round canopy causes the higher chute
to lose lift and drop into the lower, without control. For
a Stratostar the spoilt air is out behind it, close to the
horizontal, L/D being 2.5 to 1 or whatever. So flying over
the top and standing on the canopy of your buddy is
possible, and inflation of the cells is firm enough,
surprisingly, to offersome support. Inawaycanopy RW is
more difficult than free-fall RW because vertical and
horizontal movement are not independent as they can
be in free-fall; if you want to go slower horizontally on
the canopy (Stratostar) you necessarily must descend
quicker, but if you are too quick in pulling the controls
down, you will flare and go up relative to your partner,
before you come down. Also you can get in the situation
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where you are both applying more and more brakes in
order to close, and one of you, possibly above, could still
down into the other. It depends on the sort of hook-up
you're aiming for — if the high person is going to be
alongside the lower and then take hold of his canopy by
the front of the end-cell, probably at the top of the
suspension line, then this person is going to have to let go
of his steering toggle to do so, which means that both
canopies must be near full flight rather than in brakes, to
remain in a stable hook-up. In this form of hook-up the
top person can initiate a turn where he is on the inside
of it, and he holds onto the other canopy which is pulled
round, by hand, in a stable manner. | havenot seen anyone
turn the other way successfully (initiated by the lower
person of course, since the top man's steering toggle
is inactive) because man and canopy seem to bump
together and the top canopy surges somewhat, followed
by instability. Problems with turning seem to be avoided
if one person sits on the front of the leading edge of the
other canopy, in the middle, since both parties keep ho!d
of theirtoggles and turns are made almostabout the same
vertical axis.

Anyway — it's early days yet and all kinds of hook-ups
will evolve with ways of doing them best, and possibly
with parachutes built exclusively for maximum control
in these manoeuvres.

After the Nationals at Tahlequah a lot of people had a
go at this new game back at their own drop zones. Also
a lot of people didn't want to know — quite understand-



ably too, after all a lot can go wrong if you're not skilled
in this type of flying and there’s only one way to acquire
that skill! | witnessed one hair-raising incident which
occurred at Pope Valley. One guy was trying to come
down onto the top of the other guy's canopy (both
Stratostars) butmusthave overdone his braking because
he came down into the lower canopy too much and had
one of his toggles in such a position that it got caught in
the top of the twin bridal line of the lower canopy. Anyway,
the top guy lets up on his toggles to get up and out of the
lower canopy but the toggle gets left behind someh ow,
6 feet or more below him, caught in the fork of the bridal
line and obviously exerting a strong pull on the lower
canopy, collapsing it com pletely. This made the situation
worse, with all the weight of the lower guy hanging on one
of the top guy 's t oggles which of course is at least 6 feet
below his foot. So the top canopy commences a rapid
spiralling descent, folded lower canopy and jum per
suspended below, going through 500 feet fast. What
would you do in this situation? Could you cope? The
lower guy in this case made a very cool cutaway, had a
nice SST depdoyment and landed a few seconds later.
The top man was then able to regain control.

If you want to have a go at canopy relative work don't
necessarily be put off by these tales of other people's
follies, have a go. Don’t ask an Advanced Instructor how
todoit though, because he probably won 't have do ne any
and the idea of condoning your sinful self indulgence will
probably cause him to behave in amost discouraging way.
You could of course have a word with some of the people
whohavedone some canopy relative work, if they happen
to be around. If, however, you go into the thing raw, as
it were, THINK about what you're going to do together,
how you're going to do it, how you expect your canopy
to behave, all the things that you can imagine could go
wrong and what you would doif they did, and what you're
going to control a hook-up or break away from it. Having
done all this, and assuming that you can control your
Strat, you will be as well equipped as anyone to do the
thing, after all it is all too soon to have rules, instructors
or even 8 man patches.

MARK MILLER

GRINDALE OCTOBER MEET

This Meet coincided with Hallow'een and gave us an
excuse tohold a Fancy Dress Party on the Saturday night.

The Meet was a novices balloon bursting and the
Experie nced Individual Accuracy and a 3 man Relative/
Accuracy. With 75 entrants it had the makings of a good
weekend. Unfortunately the weather wasn’t as kind to us
as last time but Robin Mills had his B. J. Worth relly film
which he showed to the delight of most of the jum pers.
The Fancy Dress however on the Saturday was not
marred by weather and everyone had a great time. It's not
true though that the CCl wears the same gear when he
goes into Bridlington, but it is true, when ducking for
apples, the whole body must go into the bath!

Yahoo! Sunday morning, cloud base 5000, on with the
Novice and Individual Accuracy. Chief judge Donny
Gillies doing the drifter run with me cursing him for not
wakening me.

1st Round com pleted with 6 discs tieing for 1st place.

Cloud base lifting so on with the Relative Accuracy. 15
teams of 3 have ente red but time and dark have caught up
with us so | chopped the last 3 teams (somry lads) to all ow
re-jum ps and Individual Accuracy jump off. 2 discs for
jum p-off — 2 ties, Robin Mills and Bob H. Robin very
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sportsmanlike gave it to Bob H as, he being last man to
jump had 2 carslighting up the discs;

Prizes were presented by Ja ne Howerski, and Sunday
night drew to a close with another showing of the relly-
sequentials. Both showings collected a total of £8.88 to
be donated to the British Team 1977.

RESULTS
Relative/Accuracy Points Position
‘Those who Stayed’ 500 10
Bootle and Dingle 562 12
Maroon Marauders 349 6
Stop, Caution, Go 307 5
What's our Name 463 9
Knackered 500 10
Duck End 2 1
Morex 389 8
Brass Kats 355 7/
Paraclan 165 8
Grindale Granny Gropers 65 2
S.N.A.F.U. 300 4
Individual Accuracy
Bob Hiatt, Duck End 1
R. Mills, Duck End 2
Bob Hull, Duck End 3
Matty Wilson— Ladies’
Individual Accuracy— Novices
D. Rawlings, SPC Grindale 1
R. Rigden, Hull University 2
P. Roughton 3

D. Luscombe— Ladies’

Individual Accuracy— Inter

Bob Burgess, SPC Grindale 1
S. Dyas, R.E.M.E. 2
Graham Vincent, SPC Grindale 3
J. Redfearn— Ladies’

Discs— B. Wilson, B. Shaw, B. Charters, B. Hull, B. Hiatt,
R. Mills.

There must be something in it when all those B's got a
disc!

JUMPSUITS

All standard and flared styles
Selection of cloths
Relative suits made to order
All ideas and styles quoted
Five sizes and six colours

in any combination

Please send for
your colour brochure to:

Mrs. JANE THURGOOD
6 HALL CLOSE
STANFORD-LE-HOPE, ESSEX




NORTH-WEST
PARACHUTE
COMPANY

THELOFT, 38 ROGERSFIELD, LANGHO,
Nr. BLACKBURN, LANCS.

Telephone VAT Reg. No. 174 9607 30

47964

Proprietor:

R. N. Atherton

Everything Parachuting — Bought and Sold
Please Ring Evenings Only

Speclal Sale — NEW
Strato Star with Snyder Slider,

Red, Black and a White cell £350
Strato Cloud with Snyder Slider,

Red and Black £425
P.C. Mk.1 Challenger £260
P.C. Relly. Sunrise £280
Pioneer S/Steerable Res. £199
Irvin Talisman Res. £140
Irvin 124's Res. Surplus £40
Lightweight pigs.

Strato Piglet Il. Blue Black Trim £175
Jump Shop SST. Black Red Trim £125
Starlight Red Black Trim £125
Standard Relly.

Std. Fast Back and Pop Top Red Black Trim

by Strong Enterprises £175
Jerry Bird Gold Blue Trim £125
Jerry Bird Red Blue Trim £150

North American MiniSystem Blue Black Trim £170
Blue and Gotd Trim/Pin. Pack and Harness  £89
Lightened and Modified Security Pig.

Sage Green £60
G.Q. Dominator complete and ready to Jump
at pack price £90

G.Q. Pathfinder Red and Black — 4 jumps
All types of pilot chutes, sleeves, pods and
deployment devices.

English Paraboots at £19.00 and French at £23.50p
Probably the best stock of Relly 70 and

ordinary jumpsuits at £19 to £25

Goggles of all types, St. Christof

Bell and Kangol Helmets.

Altimaster cheap. 4-line chops, and all the rest

of the rubbish, including the B4/12 Syndrome and
numerous second-hand bibs and bobs.

Super cheap for dedicated Relly Worker. Jerry
Bird 23ft Sport Tricon with bag in Red and Black
only £60. Could be rigged with lightweight Pig
and Tricon about 221b for £299.

Be looked after by a B.P.A. Instructor.

Buy It cheap.

Prompt personal service, If you ring after tea.

Pleased to talk, on your phone bill.

Awalting YOUR call.

Always well almost.

To everybody who rang during the day, please accept my
apologles but because | glve it away | have to Work.

£160

LET US FILL YOUR REQUIREMENTS

CLASSIFIED ADS

B.P.A. does not guarantee equipment bought and
sold through the medium of this journal. Purchasers
are advised to use the services of approved riggers.

FOR SALE

Mk. 1 PC £200— 3 pIn pack and harness complete £50
Pat Howell, 42 Henley Street, Alcester, Warwickshire

Mk. 1 PC in 3 pin pack and harness complete— £150
phone Mick Geelan, Seagry 602

3 unused Paps, 2 Strato Stars. 3 PCs In mini systems
phone Sgt. Henderson on 0252-24431 x 2783 or 3437

C9 7TU In B4 pack and harness plus reserve £75
phone J. Walters, Glenrothes 753732

C9 5TU in B4 pack and harness £105
Reinforced Protector £95
phone R. Zisman 01-589-9975

Lo-Po 9TU in B4 pack and harness £120
phone Karen Bateman 01-336-3559

PC £150— Min| System £100—124 £60
phone Kevin Abraham 0274-683236 or 662896

Pap complete with pack and harness £275—
Para Bag £7— St. Christopher Helmet £12
Para Boots £5
phone Mrs. Christie, Kirkcaldy 200042

Stylemaster pack and harness £85—124 reserve £40
phone Jon Turner 01-751-1132

TU In B4 pack and custom harness

124 in G5 Custom contalner— Offers

N. Godfrey, 4 Westbury Court, Westbury Road,
Bromley, Kent

Pap in pack and harness complete £220
Hornet, pack and pilot ‘'chute £260
phone Jim Sharples, Bidford on Avon 8391 w/ends

PC/Talisman assembily complete £275
phone Pete Denley, Hucknall 2835

Security Hog with PTCH 8 and Protector £350
phone A. Campbell 031-447-6017

WANTED

Collector requires Free Fall Patches— all costs
reimbursed.
P. Heims, Till Corner, Stoke Road, Cobham, Surrey

28




SHOBDON °’77

3rd ANNUAL ACCURACY MEET ROUND CANOPY MEET
3-MAN TEAMS & INDIVIDUAL TUs & LLs ONLY!
4 ROUNDS 3 MAN TEAM & INDIVIDUAL

7/8 MAY 3 ROUNDS 18/19 JUNE
Practice LEARN TO SPOT DAY—FRI. 17th JUNE

Friday 6th May

OPEN TO ‘B’ Cert. HOLDERS AND ABOVE

Entry Forms and all details of both events from:
MAC McCARTHY
C.C.I. HEREFORD PARACHUTE CLUB
SHOBDON AERODROME, LEOMINSTER, HEREFORD
Telephone: KINGSLAND 551

THE BPA SHOP IS
AT YOUR SERVICE!

(All prices include VAT and postage)

e Various BPA Badges and Stickers e BPA Poster (55p)
e Log Book (£1.46) e BPA Regulations (£1.75)

e Ties (Turquoise, Navy, Brown or Maroon) (£1.90)

e “Sport Parachuting” (2nd Edition) — the complete text book on the
sport, profusely illustrated, hard cover —
by Charles Shea-Simonds (£3.75)

e New in stock — BPA sweater shirts — fleecy lined, sky blue or royal
blue, all sizes, large or small BPA motif (£5.65)

Price list and order form available from the BPA Office
(10% discount to Affiliated Clubs on orders over £20)
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PARADACTYLS

PARA-COMMANDERS _ FLIGHT SAFETY
PARA-FOILS

STRATO-STARS BU LLETIN

23' TRICONICALS

26' SUPERSTEERABLES
MINISYSTEMS
ALTIMASTERS, etc.

and all PIONEER equipment.

lllustrated PARACHUTES INC.
Catalogue (send £1.00)

PARAGLIDE LTD.

2 Churwell Avenue, Heaton Mersey
Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 3QE

“SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE”

Subscribe by sending £1.50 annual subscription to:

061-432-7315 GENERAL AVIATION SAFETY COMMITTEE
Sole U.K. agents for PIONEER and 33 Church Street, Henley-on-Thames,
PARACHUTES INC. RGO9 1SE

EACH COPY
INCLUDING
POSTAGE

Andy Keech has expressed the art, poetry and sheer beauty
of parachuting asa sport. 150 of his photographs feature within
the hard covers of a volume that captures the riotous colour
and excitement of a unique experience.

With all the impact of the book, the sensation of SKIES CALL
is echoed in a selection of posters. Each poster measures
22"x17." and all four together make a glorious display.

1.“CHINOOK” | 2.“WAY OUT"

7 L
POSTERS 85p EACH., INCLUDING POSTAGE OR | SEND TO: SKIES CALL, DEP.436. THE OLD PINES,

THE SET OF 1,2,3 AND 4 FOR ONLY £3 | EPSOM, SURREY, ENGLAND (cHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO), PARTINGTONSMITH)
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This year15,000 people are
going to be glad they didn't settle

forthe same old £2,000
family saloon.

You could spend £2,000
or so on a brand new carand
drive home in an old idea.

Or you could spend
£2,000 on abrand new car
and drive home in a new
idea. ; ;

Ours. The Fiat 131 « . —
mirafiori. " = e
Judged by ‘Car’ magazine to be a better car all round than the

Cortina 1600L and the Marina 1.8 Super.
Why not go round to your local Fiat dealer and judge for yourself,

[F/1/A/T k=]

The Fiat 131 range starts at $2,026.The 1311600 Special 4-door illustrated £2,399.
The 1311600 Special Estateillustrated £2,576.Head restraints available on Special
versions only at £19.99. Automatic Transmission only available on 1600 cc. models.

Prices are correct at time of going Lo press and include car tax and VAT but
exclude number plates,seat belts and delivery charges.

Fiat (England) Limited,Great West Road,Brentford,Middlesex TW8 9D J. Tel: 01-568 8822.
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ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS

INDIVIDUAL OR TEAM

FRENCH PARABOOTS

STYLE MODEL
Lightweight pneumatic sole.

COMPETITION MODEL

Exactly as Style Model but with thick
pneumatic sole.

PROTECTOR
Steerable Reserve Canopy— White only

(Modified in accordance with B.P.A.
requirements).

JUST ARRIVED from
AMERICA

STRATO STARS
Colour— Freedom

SSTs

Low Drag, Lightweight,
Comfortable, Safest Possible Reserve
Model.

HOT DOGS
36in Pilot Chute.

SPORT PARA SERVICELTSD

PARA BAGS

Heavy duty vinyl—dark blue—large
enough for your boots, overalls,
instruments etc. etc.

BARIGO ALTIMETERS

No. 24 specially designed with Sport
Parachuting in mind— includes wrist
strap. Alternatively mounted on
plate with stop watch.

BINDERS

To take your copies of Sport
Parachutist and U.S.P.A. Parachutist
. magazines.

ROD GOGGLES—BUBBLE GOGGLES

EVERYTHING ELSE YOU MAY REQUIRE:

Jumpsuits

Gloves

Helmets

Individual Name Tapes
Ripcords

Altimaster ||

Presently in stock:

Pathfinders
Papillons
Stratostars
Thunderbow
C9s LL and TU
T10s

DAN POYNTER MANUAL
THE Parachutists Manual

Always open

27 FITZROY ROAD, FLEET, HANTS.

Fleet (02514) 3793

But after 5.30 p.m. and at weekends please phone in advance if possible.

Fisherprint ()




