


� , CUSTOM PARACHUTES • 1 s "The Chapel Loft" 
'J t.: Tidworth Road, ldmiston 

WILTS(0980) 610698 

2 

PARAQUIP 

NEW LOW PRICES 
Para-FIIte Strato Star Systems 

now only ЕЗ56.50 incl. Duty & VA Т 

Para-Fiite Strato Cloud Systems 
now only Е483.50 incl. Duty & VA Т 

with Slider о г Р. С. R. 

PARAOUIP are pleased to announce that 
they have been granted а PARA-FLITE 
factory agency and so are аЫе to offer, 
for а limited period, the above low prices. 

No 'Catch 22' just plaln good value 

AMOUNTING ТО ТНЕ BEST DEAL 
AVAILABLE 

Custom made harnesses and systems 
availaЬie to order, repairs uslng 

manufacturers mater\als 

For further information write, enclosing S.A.E. 
or phone: 

STEVE Т ALBOT, 
42 Tennyson Road, 

Headless Cross, 
Redditch, Worcestershire 897 5BJ 

Telephone Redditch 64302 (Evenings) 

(АЬоvв pricвs corrвct at time of going to prвss) 



JUMPSUITS SPO�ER Direct from 8ritain's largest manufacturer 

STANDARD CHEQUERBOARD FLARED AN INTERNATIONAL PARACHUTING NEWSMAGAZINE 
ORIGINATING IN ТНЕ NORTHEAST USA 

SINGLE COLOURS 

8/ack 

TWO TONE COLOURS 

8/ack and White 
SUBSCRIBE NOW 1 

$12-A/RMA/L Red 
8/ue 

8/ack and Orange 
8/ack and Red 

14 Hardwlck Road, Qulncy, 
Massachusetts 02169, USA 

Yellow 
Purp/e 
White 

SIX SIZES 

8/ack and Yellow 
8/ue and White 
8/ue and Orange 
8/ue and Red 
Btue and Yellow 
Purple and White 
Purple and Orange 
Purple and Red 
Purple and Yellow 
White and Orange 
White and Red 

INSURANCE 
FOR PARACH ISTS 

B.P.V. Jumpsults ... for longer lasting protection 

Send or telephone for brochure and order form to: 

British Para-Ventures 

8 Broadfield Crescent 

Fernhill Heath 

WEST MERCIA 
INSURANCE BRDKERS 

Nr. Worcester Tel: Worcester 5 1690 
High St., Wombourne, Nr. Wolverhampton WV5 9DN 

Tel: Wombourne 2661/4705 (STD 090 77) 

LOFTY'S LOFT 
Dtrectors: J. L Thomas & G Thomas 

P/Cs PAPS STRATS &.CLOUDS 

RESERVES- TALISMAN TRI-CON SECURITY PIONEER 

CHRISTOFF HELMETS 

ii·IOMAs 

~ 
GOGGLES- PORTIA BOOGIE ROD BUBBLE 

FOSTER GRANT 

ТОР FLOOR 102-104 ST. JOHN STREET 
BRIDLINGTON, NORTH HUMBERSIDE 

TEL: 0262-78299 
F А А Ltcensed Master Rtgger No 4085459 

Everything that you want сап Ье got. 

r epairs and modifications. 

n ever too busy to help . 
• 
1 f you want lt, 1'11 make it whatever the shape. 

E xtensive range of colours, trims and designs. 

Elvin Skysports Ltd 
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Phone and then са// 

round. 

51 Statlon Road 
Snainton 
Scarborough. УО13 9АР 
Tel. 0723-85 578 



ВРА CLUBS AND CENTRES 
QRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION L TD 

FULL TIME CLUBS 
Border Venture Porachute Club 
Brunton, Nr. Alnwick. 
Northumьerland 

Peterborou11h Parachule Centre 
Sibson Airf1eld, PeterЬorough 

Eagle Sport Parochute Centre 
Ashford Airport, Lympne, Kent 
(Hythe 60816) 
Hereford Porochute Cfub Ltd 
Shobdon Aerodrome, 
Leominster, Hereford 
Tel: Kingsland 551 
The Sport Parachute Centre 
Gr�ndale Field, Bridlington, Yorkshire 

R.S.A. Parachute Club 
Thruxton Aerodrome. Andover, Hants. 
Tel: Weyhill 2124 

Chief lnstructor, 
К. NоЫе, 
1/2 Quayside, Blyth, 
Northumberland 
Tel: 06706 61225 
W. J. Meacock 
(at club address), Sibson Airfield 
Tel: Elton 490 
А. Black 
(at club address) 

Chief lnstructor 
(at club address) 

D. Gillies 
(at club address) 
Tel: 0262-77367 
А. А: Acraman 
(at club address) 

WEEK-END CLUBS 
Brlllsh Parachute Club 
Headcorn Airfield, Headcorn, Kent. 

Brunel Unlverslty Skydlvlng Club 
с/о Students Union, 
Brunel lJniversity, lJxbridge, Middx. 
(Brunel Students only) 
Cheshlre Parachule Club 

Chesterfield Skydlvlng Club 
Netherthorpe, Nr. Worksop, 
Notts. (Temporary) 
Cumbria P•rachute Club 
Кirkbride Airfield, 
Cumbria. 

Dunkeswell lntematlonal Skydlvlng 
Centre 

Dunkeswell Airfield, Nr. Honiton, 
Devon 
(Tel: Luppitt 543) �1����:�:. ����:��.����:••· Club 

Hallpenny Green Skydlvlng Club 
Hallpenny Green Aerodrome, 
Вobblngton, Worcs. 
Black Knlghts Skydlvlng Centre 
Weeton, Nr. Blackpool, Lancs. 
(Experienced parachutists only) 
Lashenden Sport Parachute Club 
Headcorn Aerodrome, 
Nr. Ashford, Kent. 
Tel : (0622) 890226 
Leeds/Bradford Free Fall Club 
Leedз/Bradford Airport, Leeds, 
LS19 ПlJ 
Leeds Unlverolty Free Fatl Club 
(leeds Students only) 
Llncoln Palhflnders Free Fall Club 
Wickenby, Lincs. 

Monchester Free Fall Club 
Tilstock D.Z., Twenlows Hall Farm, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire 
Manchester Parachute Club 

Martlesham Heath Para. Club 
Martlesham Heath Aerodrome 
Nr. lpswich, Suffolk 
Metropolltan Pollce Parachute Club 
Headcorn Airfield, Headcorn, Kent 
Mldland Parachute Centre 
The Airlield, 
Bickmarsh, Worcs. 

Newcastle Unlverstty Para. Club 
Brunton and Grindale 

North Wнt Para Cenlre 
Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, 
Nr. Grange over Sands, Lancs. 

Old Worden Flylng and Parachule 
Group 

Duck End Farm, Wilstead. Beds. 
Paraclan Parachule Club 
Glenrothes, Fife 
Peak Dlstrtct Parachute Club 

Mrs. S. Stowell 
122 Coverts Aoad, Claygate, 
Surrey 
The Secretary 
(at club address) 

А. W. Dyson 
34 Arundel дvenue, Urmston, 
Manchester 
Mlss J. Wallhead 
63 Gypsy Lane, Old Whittington, 
Chesterfield 
А. G. Knight, 
15 Briardale Aoad, 
Liverpool 18, 
Lancs. 
1. Loutitt 
(at club address) 

М. J. Cooper 
30 Links Place, Burntisland, 
Fife, Scolland 
J. Fisher 
41 Cairndhu Drive, Kidderminster. 
Worcs. 
A. Parry 
13 Fern Неу, Thornton, Liverpool 23 

Mrs. Cherry Collins 
(at club address) 

М. Fisher 
54 Wrenbeck Drive 
Otley, Yorkshire 
The Secretary 
с/о The University Union, Leeds 
Miss V. СоЬЬ 
'Liareggub', Gallamore Lane, 
Middle Aasen, Lincs. 
J. Law 
148 Heaton Moor Aoad, Heaton Moor, 
Stockpor1, Cheshire 
Т. Bailey 
157 Kenyon Lane, Moston, Manchester 10 
Tel: 061-681 1740 
Mrs. L. Benne1t 
76 Grundisburgh Aoad 
Woodbridge, Suffolk 
М. Bengall 
175 Sunningvale Ave., Biggin Hill, Kent 
Penny Lines, 
2 Mill Farm Cottage, 
Maxstoke Lane, 
Coleshiil, Warks. 
Tel: Coleshill 64982 
Р. А. Hick 
с/о Students Union, 
Kings Walk, Newcastle University 
Т el: Newcastle 28402/3/4 
J. D. Prince 
21 The Coppice, lngol, Preston, Lancs. 
РА2 ЗОL 
Tel: Preston 720848 
D. 1. Waugh 
1 Kings Cottages. Stane Street. 
Ockley, Surrey. 
D. С. Payne 
37 Cromwell Aoad, Burntisland, Fife 
D. Orton 
'Notwen', Main Street, Newton Solney, 
Burton-on-Trent, DE15 OSJ 
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Scotlish Parachute Club 
Strathalan Castle, Auchterarder, 
Perlhshire 
Scotlish Sport Perechuie Assoclotlon 

Southern Counties Para Club 
Ford, Nr. Arundel, 
Tel: Littlehampton 3094 

South Wales Para Club 
Duffryn-Aur Farm, 
Carway. 
Tel: Trimsaran 212 

Spread Eagles Parachute Club 
Nr. Melcomьe Bingham, Dorset 

�)�11s':�
d
k

•:-��-�:� �����·:;,sd дdult 
Centre, Pump Street, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST4 1NO 
Norlhumbrta Parachute Club 
Sunderland Airport, Washington Aoad, 
Sunderland, Со. Durham 
Oue&n Mary College Skydiwlng Club 

u.c.н.w. Skydlvlng Ctuь 
ShoЬdon Airfieid, Hereford 
Tel: Kingsland 551 
vauxhatl Skydtvtng Club 

Wesaex Parachut& Club 

Yorkahlre F/F Club 

М. McPherson 
39 Blackford Aoad, Paisley 
Tei: 041 887 6532 
Mrs. Jean Christie, 
99 West Torba1n, Kirkcaldy, Fife 
Tel: Kirkcaldy 200042 
S.д.С. А. Н. Swainson (270), 
Aange Co-ordination, 
R.A.F. West Drayton, 
Uxbridge, Middx. 
К. F. Williams, 
Anthonys Hotel, 
Station Aoad, 
Kidwelly, Dyfed. 
Tel: Кidwelly 639 
Sally Corr 
24 Southiea Avenue, 
Tuckton, Bournemouth 
Tel: 0202 421108 
The Secretary 
(at club address) 

Chief lnstructor 
(at club address) 
Tel: Boldon 7530 
Students Union, Queen Mary College, 
Mile End Aoad, London Е1 
Р. Chenery 
UCNW, Bangor, Gwynedd 
Nor1h Wates 
А. Parry 
127 Summertree Road, 
Ellesmere Port, Cheshire 
J. С. Donovan 
The Castle, Donhead St. Andrew, 
Shaftesbury, Dorset 
Tel: Donhead 513 
Е. Davies 
2 Merchants Aow, 
Scarborough, Yorkshlre 

SERVICE ASSOCIATION, CLUBS AND TEAMS 
Army Parachute Allociatlon Ch1et lnstructor 

J.S.P.C. Airfield Camp, Netheravon, 
Wiltshire 

Rhine Army Parachute Associatton Captain Т. Е. Oxley 
А.А.Р.А. Centre, S.T.C. Senneiager, 
B.F.P.O. 16 

R.A.F. Sport Parachute AIIOCiatlon Hon. Sec., A.A.F.S.P.A .. 

Parachute Regiment Free Foll Club 

Royal Novy and Royal Morlnes 
Sport Parachute Associatlon 

Cyprus Jolnt Servlce Adventuroua 
Tralnlng C&ntre (CJSATC) 

lntelll!lf!ПC& Corps Depot 
Sport Para Club 

7 Porachute Reglment R.H.A. 
(The Black Knights) 

REME Free Fall T&am 

Royal Green Jackets Parachute Club 

22 Speclal Alr Service Parachut& Club 
Gotden Llons Parachute Club 

RAOC Free Falt Display Team 
(The CannonЬalls) 

Netheravon. Wills. 
Tel: Netheravon 201 RAOC Only 
Royol Corps of Transport Parachute 

Club 

29 Cdo Lt Regt RA 
(The Buccaneers F/F Team) 

Hong Kong Parachute Club 

JS SРд Slngapore 

A.A.F. Brize Norton, 
Oxon. 
Major Р. O'Hara 
Para Aegt. Free Fall Team. 
Browning Bks., Alderst]ot, Hants. 
Tel: Aldershot 24431 Ext 2446 
The Secretary, AN & AMSPA, 
Commando Training Centre АМ, 
Lympstone, Exmouth, Devon, 
ЕХ8 5дА 
Tel: Topsham 3781, ext. 491 or 
at Ciub, Luppit 697 
Chief lnstructor (CCSPC) 
CJSATC, Slim Barracks, BFPO 53 
S. Sgt. А. G. Wright, lnt. Corps., 
The lntelligence Corps Depot. 
Templar Barracks, Ashford, 
Kent, TN23 ЗНН 
Tel: Ashford 25251, Ext. 320 
Lt. N. D. Cooke 
7 Parachute Aegiment А.Н.А. 
Lille Bks., Aldershot, Hants. 
Tel: дldershot 24431, Ext. 3509 
Capt. А. С. Dixon, 
АЕМЕ Para Team, 
Trg Bn. Depot АЕМЕ. 
Poperhinghe Barracks, Arborfield, 
Aeading, Berks. 
Tel: 0734 760421, Ext. 451 
Cpl. G. L. Douglas 
Aegimental lnformation Office, 
A.I.T. A.G. Jackets, Aifle Depot, 
Winchester. Hants. 

Cpl. А. Н. McKinnon 
Glencorse Barracks, Milton Bridge, 
Penicuik, Midlothian, Scotland 
The Sec., 
Headquarlers RAOC Training Centre, 
Blackdown Bks .. Deepcut. Surrey. 
Tel: Brookwood 4511, Ext. 524/626 
Capt. О. Hali 
65 Sqn. АСТ Bulford Camp, 
Salisbury, Wilts., SP4 9L Т 
Capt. N. Neame, Ад 
7 Cdo Ll ВТУ Ад 
с/о 45 Cdo, Condor, Arbroath, 
Angus, Scotland 
Captain Т. М. Macartney, 'АСТ, 
31 Squadron, 
The Gurkha Transport Aegt., 
Sek Kong South Camp, B.F.P.O. 
Captain А. д. Sampson 
1 ANZIA, NZFPO 5. 
с/о GPO Singapore 



BR ITI S H  PARACH UTE AS S O CI ATIO N L TD, 
K I MBER L EY HO US E, 
47 V AU G HAN WAY, L EICES TER ,  L E1 4S G 

Phone 0533-59778/59635 

ВРА COUNCIL 

L. N. Е. St. John Chairman 

Р. J. Prior Vice-Chairman 

J. Т. Crocker Chairman Safety and Training Committee 

Other Members: 

А. Oixon 

Е. Lewington 

W. J. Meacock 

В. Morgan 

М. J. O'Brien 

О. Peacock 

Co-opted Members 

1. Wright 

ВРА JOURNAL 

J. Petherbridge 

Т. Ridgway 

G. В. Shone 

R.  Swainson 

J. L. Thomas 

О. Waterman 

Charles Shea-Simonds Editor 

ВРА STAFF 

Sqn. Ldr. W. Paul. ВЕМ, RAF (Ret'd) Secretary General 

Charles Shea-Simonds National Coach and Safety Officer 

Mrs. Oorothy Paul Assistant Secretary 

Helen Curry and Susan Bates 

Editor's Note 

The vlews ot contributors to "Sport Parachutlst" are not necessвrily those of the 

Editor, or of the Brltlsh Porochute Aosociatlon, and по llaЫIIty 11 accepted tor some. 

Prmted Ьу G. Н. Fosher & Sons (Printers) Ltd . .  Peterborough, РЕ1 ЗдU 
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ТНЕ JOURNAL OF ТНЕ 
BRITISH PARACHU TE 
ASSOCIATION 
(д сотраnу limited Ьу guarantee) 

Lawrie St .  John is standing down as а ВРА Council 
me mbe r  afte r а longe r  spe l l  as an e le cte d me mbe r  than 
anyone e lse since the Association was formed; а re mark­
aЫe achie veme nt in itse lf. But he wil l  Ье be st re me mbe re d  
for his work as Chairman of the Council. ln this cap acity 
he has bee n utte rly fair, quie tly disce rning, above any 
devious lobbying, and has earne d  the re spe ct of all of us 
who have had the p leasure of working with h im on 
Council. His efforts on our be half wi l l  Ье sore ly missed.  
l'm sure it's right that 1 should use this column to say а 
spe cial thank you to Lawrie from all of us - his se lfless 
dedication, а rare quality nowadays, is grate fully 
app re ciate d. 

O n  а more pe rsonal note it' s the time of ye ar for me to 
say а sincere thank you to those who make this Journal 
the be st of its kind in the sp ort parachuting world. No, 
l' m not Ыowing my own trumpet, ' cos all 1 do is collate all 
the contributions which keep rolling in from so many 
peop le too numerous to name i ndividually. They know 
who they are ,  and they know 1 re ally app reciate the i r  
e fforts -e ve n  if some times the y  don't appear i n  p rint­
it' s  impossiЫe to use it al l !  And, of course ,  1 must say а 
warm thank you also to our p rinte rs, G. Н .  Fishe r  & Sons 
(Ltd) of Pete rborough. The ir p roduction of Sport Para­
chutist makes editing it а re al p le asure .  Му thanks to 
you all. 

And to you, the re ade rs, have а great Ch ristmas and 
а fantastic ye ar of sp ort p arachuting in 1977. 

Blue S kies and S oft landings, 

ВоЬ Hiatt- А cover in tribute Ьу Doug Peacock 



S tude nt, оп hear ing of a n  Amer ica n  q ua lifying f or his 1 2  
Hour Free Fa l l  Awar d - "That must have bee n а Ыооdу 
high jump !?"  

о о о 

Calendar of Events 

7 Ja n ' 77 ВРА Da nce , Gra nd Hote l,  Le icester . 
8 Ja n ' 77 ВРА A.G.M. a nd lnstructors 

Conve ntion, Grand Hote l , 
Le ice ste r 

14 - 1 6 Feb '77 CI P Mee ting, Z ur ich 
2 1 -25 Feb '77 ВРА lnstructors C ourse/ Exa m  

1/77 S hob don 
8 - 1 1 Apr il ' 77 R M  & R N S PA Easte r Mee t, 

Dunke swe ll  
1 0 - 18 Мау ' 77 Army Cha mp ionsh ips (Open) 

Netheravon 
2 1  -29 Мау ' 77 Br itish R W  Nationa ls, Leice ster 

6 - 1 0  June ' 77 ВРА lnstructors C ourse/ Exa m  2/ 77 
Leeds 

2 - 1 0  July ' 77 Br iti sh Classic Nationa ls. 

о о о 

"lnter-Collegiate Parachute Championship" 
Judging from the number of University a nd Colle ge 

me mber s j ump ing regular ly throughout the countr y, it 
see ms that the ti me is ripe for a n  lnter -colleg iate Co mpeti­
tion. 

То start the ba l l  rolli ng, a nd tak ing into a ccount the fact 
that most stude nts sit e xams in the summe r  te rm, the 
ve nue ha s bee n p rovisiona l ly p la nne d for the last wee ke nd 
of Mar ch, at the e nd of the Ea ster Ter m (Saturday 2 6th, 
S unday 2 7th) at S ibson, home of the Pete rborough Pa ra­
chute Ce ntre . S ue Mea cock ha s offe re d to make a l l the 
a rrangements without which the compe tition could not 
ta ke p la ce .  

For further infor mation a nd appl ication forms, would a l l  
Colle ge a nd U nive rsity parachutists, write to: Ra zie l, 
с/ о Parachute p/ h Sp or ts Fe derati on, U nive rsity of 
S usse x, Fa lme r, Br ighton, S usse x. 

Note: Parachutists of a l l standards we lcome . 
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А Gorllla over Bad Llppsprlnge heavlly dlsgulsed as 
Scouse Owens of the Red Freds. 

о о о 

То Ье sung to "Jerusalem" 

And did the ir fee t  in a nc ie nt time 
La nd up on Thr uxton's runwa ys gree n ?  
And were the ir holy pa ra chutes 
ln Thr uxton' s clea r Ыuе skies the n see n ?  
And did the y  dump the ir o ld C.9's 
Т о  Blossom in those cloude d sk ie s ?  
And wa s the re the n а Месса here , 
For sk ydive rs of ye ster yea r? 

Br ing me а strat of  Bla ck a nd Gold, 
Bring me my slide r of desire . 
Bring me my pod, 
O h, sq ua re unfold! 

�\ {' .. . SOМETHING JVE.!U..WA� � 1 ') "WANТED ... � . . . J:-lEW ( �/r ') ) At..'IlMEТEE ?.. 
�{(j)� 



Ta ke me to five gra nd,  bu t no h igher. 
1 sha ll n ot cea se from mental cou nt, 
Nor sha l l  my ' cor d sleep in my hand; 
Unt i l  th ey рау f ive p ounds а jump, 
An d l' m th e richest in the la nd!  Wilfr i d  

ВРА lnstructors Course 3/76 at Netheravon. 

о о о 
The Nose 

Su bl i tled : L ofticu s N ostrilatu m Pr oboscus.  
А n ose Ьу a ny other name. 
N oth ing grows in th e sha dow of the nose. 
Tha kn ows. (Yor ksh ir e only) 

Th e nose, the nose, 
Just grows an d gr ows, 
lt's rea lly qu ite а wh opp er. 
On winter nights 
Не f its Ыuе l ights 
and ren ts it to а copper .  

Th e n ose, the nose, 
No longer gr ows, 
An unhappy sight to see, 
S o  th ey've sent it off Ьу registered p ost 
For Concorde No. 3. 
lts tru e  vocat ion ha s been f ound, 
lt's p rou d an d regal st il l ,  
lt's leading Br ita in up the h i ll 
At twice the speed of sound. 

C ook ey 

(1 think Lofty so/d Cookey some duff kit or something­
the original ot. this goes оп for 11 Ьloody verses!- Ed.). 
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" . . .  not too bad, although we're having to guess the wlnd 
speed at the moment; the anemometer just got struck Ьу 
llghtnlng. " 

о о о 

What а grey a nd desolate day 
То Ье f i lled with h opes of improvement next dawn . 
Just t i me to wa st e in passin g  conversation, 
Rea din g, sleep in g, ea ting. 
An oth er Ыown ou t day at anoth er comp et ition .  
But the sky clea rs 
The sun appea rs 
As if Ьу ma gic pa ra ch utin g  begins 
An d the wor ld is а good p lace to live in .  

S .L.  

о о о 

Congratu lation s  to Mick Curry, wh o fina lly ma de an 
honest girl ou t of ВРА Staff member, Helen Da y, when 
th ey got wed on 6th N ovemb er. Lots of happiness to you 
both . 

� � . . . HU.1t !.' 



Whilst оп the sub je ct of we ddiпgs, similar greetiпgs, 
coпdole пce s  e tc. to Ter ry Lord of the Martlesham Club 
who re ce пtly mar ried S al ly D avie s. R ay Pe rk iпs was best 
m ап апd D ave S te ппiпg took the p iccie s. 

о о о 

Нарру Famlllesl 
Above- famllles McCarthy and Prior at НРС, Shobdon. 

Below- the brothers Norris at RAFSPA, Weston on the 
Green. 
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NOTICE 

G.Q. 'Protector' Reserve Parachute 

ln re sp onse to re q ue sts from the member sh ip for 
guidaпce iп re spe ct of the G.Q . ' Pr ote ctor' Reserve Para­
chute , the Association has discussed the matte r with 
repre se пtatives of the maпuf acture rs who have issue d  the 
followiпg state me пt: 

1. Апу re se rve parachu te dep loyed uпde r  e mer ge пcy 
coпditioпs сап Ье e xpecte d  to su ffe r some for m of 
damage . Neverthe le ss, the u se r  shou ld righ tly e xpect 
the p ar achu te to provide а rеаsопаЫе laпdiпg. 

2. The re is no reason to su gge st th at the G .Q .  Pr ote ctor 
Reser ve should f al l  sh ort of th is e xpe ctation ,  providing 
the lowe r late ral b an d  has been modif ie d  as re com­
me пded Ьу the manuf acturers, an d th at su ch modi­
fications are carrie d  ou t Ьу an app rop riate ly au th orise d  
ВРА Approve d  R igger . 

3. Ru mou rs that the Prote ctor mu st Ье p acke d into а 
spe cific type of coпtainer are incorre ct an d the on ly 
stipu lations are th at the сапору Ье con vention ally 
packe d  with а posit ive me an s  of e xtraction an d h ave 
p roper rigging line stowage whi ch will en su re positive 
an d coпtrolle d dep loy me пt. 

о о о 

Halfpenny Green 

Kitte d out al l  se t to go 
e xh ilaratioп star ts to glow 

f iпal che ck ,  rese rve апd main 
f itte d tight to ren der haiп 

Climb ab oard iп single f i le 
se ate d pairs in crossle g sty le 

e пgiпes roar, this is it 
the time has come to do y our Ьit 

Rap ide climbs state ly iп  the sky 
rising l ike а Ьird on h igh 

se ve п freef allers, statics two 
comp letes the aircraft's n ine man cre w  

Blue haze оп t he hor iz on clears 
AKIF banks an d vee rs 

leve ls off and starts the r un 
ste ady cou rse into the su п 

Fir st lift up , the we athe rs fine 
dummy p ul ls оп st atic l iпe 

nu mber one cl imb on the wing 
all se t to take the back war d f l ing 

Secon d lift to seven gr an d 
Ьу the door the tr ackers stan d 

f ir st two ou t on diamon d  track 
followed Ьу а z ig z ag tack 

Final lift, an other four 
поw we 're moving to the door 

engines cut, y ou' re on y our way 
falling like а Ьird of prey 

Ride the win d  an d track the sk ie s 
DZ b ound in f alcon s guise 

f or ward loop s  апd b a rre l r olls 
link up star s an d staЫe h olds 

Aпothe r tack , aпother track 
now y ou' re f alling оп y ou r  b ack 

turn again in staЫe spre ad 
now the dial is reading re d 

H an d le pulled, the drogue is ou t 
main u nf olds without а douЫ 

che ck the drift, asse ss the he igh t  
an d hit the disc with ch ic side r ight. 



Ode to the West Wind (apologies to Shel/ey) 
О wi ld We st Wind, thou bre ath of Au tu mn's be ing, 
Thou , wh o Ыows the windso ck h or izontal 
And makes e veryone on the D.Z . freez ing, 
Do e ve n  the C.C.I. diS!;Jruntle .  
Thou conde mns e ach JU mper to the pack ing she d  
То repack h i s  r ig а thousand time s, 
Whilst Sport Par achutist i s  once more rere ad. 
And still the windspee d  climbs. 
lf 1 h ad а swif t. clou d  1 wou ld fly with thee 
And, like а strat, ou tstrip thy sk iey spee d. 
But, alas, like other  5tudent5 1 may o nly 
U5e а douЫe L to fill my nee d. 
S o, а5 we 're grounde d  on the we t tar mac, 
1 wi5h , О wretched Wind, th ou wou ld5t Ье k ind, 
And wonder, ne xt weeke nd, whe n  we 'll Ье back , 
lf а Ce55na come5 , can ju mp ing Ье f ar beh ind ? 

о о о 

Once again the Ansell's Paramen are seen getting tore 
into the ale; this time at Leicester Races. 

- Nevi/le Chadwick 

о о о 

On Maintaining Standards 

Wh at ho o ld chap ,  thought l' d e nqu ire , 
lf а poem in wh at l'd te rm as h igher 
English, cou ld fit  inside you r  pages. 
You 5ее Ьу alt the nor mal gau ge s 
Cooke y's ve rse i s  f ar from cle an. 
H as а N or thern r ing, k no w  wh at 1 mean? 
А touch of coarse ne ss, am 1 cle ar? 
Disco rdant to the cu ltu re d  e ar. 
Ch ap u se s  dreadfu l words like bugge r 
ln the same damn coup le t  as he me ntions rugge r. 
That sort of th ing is just not o n  
Pity h orsewh ipping h as gone .  
Ch app y  dou Ьtless ain't а cad 
Just а rou gh ish Northe rn lad. 
РrоЬаЫу does it fo r а lark 
Most of the m  l ike th at at Cark .  

S o  raise the tone , so lo w alas 
Print а poem with а Ыt of class. 
De ar Cooke y sh ou ld your wr ath gro w  h igher , 
Reach ing high f lown peaks of ire 
You want to know wh o 5 teer5 th i5 pen? 
The n ask you r dar l ing p i iot Be n 

And if al l  at Cark th ink 1 nee d  а thu mp ing, 
We li you're the bu ms wh o got me ju mp iпg. 

The Нопg Копg Crab. 
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Early rise on fr osty mor n, 
Put on k it, 5upp re55ing yawn, 
Clamber iп th at magic рlапе, 
And so ar up skywar d o nce again. 
Await the " cut" with tre mЬiy k пees 
(Due of course to icy bree ze ) 
О п  the wing and ju mp on- "GO " 
Five se co nd delay, must cou пt 5 low. 
Those se conds absorbed iп the free dom of sp ace . 
lпcre asing ru sh of the wind on you r  face, 
The be autifu l fee ling th at all jumper s  share 
Borne up on an iпfiпite o cean of air 
Ete rni ty fall, or 50 it 5eems, ' 

Eve n on fi ves- it's the start of а dre am. 
Pu ll the r ipcor d ,  chu te u nfolds; 
Suspe nded поw, the vie w  beho ld, 
East horizon 5 treaked with gold. 
l l lu mine s  mor пiпg mist be low, 
P ale Ьlue sk y, 50 calm up here, 
Rou nd e arth drawing slo wly ne ar . 

The n  come5 the only part 1 dre ad 
То para p hrase wh at Ne wto n 5 ai d -
H owe ver high you ch oo se to ju mp 
You' re bou пd to laпd - g, wadda bu mp! ! 
And whe n  e ve ning fal ls and no more su n, 
Тhеп to the bar , whe n  p acki пgs dопе, 
With fe l low-ju mpe rs wh o for sure , 
All make the 5port me an so mu ch mo re . 

S o  а happy p a rachutist 1 am, 
Апd 1'11 rea ch for the clouds whe пe ve r 1 сап, 
But still if you asked 1 cou ldn't 5ау wh at; 
Wh at make s u s  stri ve to Ье p art of the sky? 
. . .  Watch а se agu ll  in e asy glide , 
Woпde r wh at 5e crets cou ld he coпfide .  

J.F. 

"1 suppose two-fifty а jump isn't bad, but l'd llke to get 
in on this free-fall arrangement!" 

о о 
Н еге 1 sit with leg i n  p la5 ter , 
Wil l ing it to heal up faster , 
Woпder wh at shall 1 do to day? 
Th ink 1'11 wr ite to the ВРА. 

S o  be gan thi s  my p ome 

о 

O f  "paid-thoughts" whe n l'm alone , 
Stubbor n ly driftin� into mind 
And wh ich l' m wa1tiпg to define . 
Fo r peop le sometime5 ask me - Why? 
То wh ich 1 never can rep ly. 
lt's simp ly the fact th at 1 wish 1 cou ld f ly 
H ow do you e xp lain the lure of the sky? 



ТНЕ 1976 RW NATIONALS 
The Natio na ls whe re eve ryo ne go t а meda l.  The f rie ndly 

nationa ls, me mo ra Ыe fo r t he rai n, the f lying club ba r, an d 
Majo r Ke n Phillips a nd his me n f ro m  10 Pa ra who fed us 
above and beyon d the ca l l  o f  duty; fo r Charlie , p roviding 
the high drama with an e ngine fa ilure on the 185; a nd Eric 
t he Ь igge st sce ne stealer of  t he m  all. 
Saturday 2nd October 

А goo d start, win d a nd ra in, an d mu d eve rywhe re . All 
the admin .  ca rried o ut, Tea m Leaders meet in g, Judges 
mee ting, and B i l l  Pa ul  doi ng do cumen tatio n .  The lslan de r 
(from No rt he rn Ехе с .) f lown Ьу David Wa!tho a rrive d, 
Charles ha d bro ught in t he Ce ssna 185 (Fa i rey  Brit ten 
Norman) on the Friday.  At the en d o f  the da y we ha d t wo 
teams in each event: 

8 Man Sequential 

' NiЫo cks' le d Ьу Jo hn Wi ll iams (na me d  afte r the Р .О .  
who ha d bee n  the p rev iou s o wne r of S teve Newto n's 
glove s) Most a musing Т shirt .  

'Symblosis' led Ьу Dave Wa te rman (mea nin g: 
pe rma nen t  union be twee n o rgan isms each of which 
depends fo r i ts e xi sten ce on t he othe r) .  
Be st symblo lic Т shirt. 
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4 Man Sequential 

'Symblosis' le d Ьу Wil l ie Grut. 

'R.A.F.S.P .A.' le d Ьу Ray Wil l is (Ьу the en d of the week 
t hey ha d o utdone t he civ is a nd just ly qualifie d  fo r the 
scruffie st tea m) .  

4 Man Speed ( Novice) 

' Un ipart Fa lcon s' le d Ьу Gra hame P ie rce (who lea rnt 



пeve r to be l ieve Cha rlie whe п he sa ys he wil l  поt ca ll your 
tea m  tor the f i rst l if t  of the da y). 

' Ace s H igh' led Ьу Nev il le Jacksoп (who neve r once 
had а good sp ot, but leam t to wa lk ) .  

Fiпa l ly a s  eve пiпg approa ched , the wiпd d ropped a nd 
NiЫock s  and Ace s H igh got one p ra ctice jump each. 

Sunday Зrd October 

M ore ra iп  апd wiпd, а ' why оп ea rth d id 1 agree to come ' 
type day. А break a t  1700 hrs a nd S ymЬiosis 8 ,  R .A.F. 
S .P.A., Uпipart Fa lcoпs апd Ace s  H igh a l l  had practice 
ju mp s. 

Monday 4th October 

Awoken Ьу Cha rl ie a t  7 .00, a nd the weathe r  wa s f ine , 
clear  sky апd little wiпd . Pe rhap s it is goiпg to Ье а good 
week . Uпipa rt Fa lcons sta rt the mee t  with а 4 man f rom 
the 185; Ьу the time the ra i п  ca me at mid-day we had 
comp leted 2 rounds of 4 man speed , 2v2 rounds of 8 ma n 
se queпtial a nd V2 rouпd 4 mап se queпtia l .  At 1700 h rs. the 
ra in  stopped , but the lslande r p i lot had run out of d uty 
hours, so we coпtiпued with the 185 апd comp le ted the 
f irst round of 4 mап se'q ue пtia l and the 3rd round of the 
4 mап speed . John S ud bury (who саппоt keep a way from 
ou r Na tioпa ls) a rrived оп some p re te xt with the Aztec 
and fle w  3 load s in the 185 for us. А good sta rt with S ym­
Ьiosis we ll  a head iп both the 8 апd 4 man eveпts. Uпipa rt 
Fa lcons just lead iпg Ace s H igh in the n ov ice s. 

Tuesday 5th October 

Aga iп a n  early a wake пiпg, agaiп Uпipart Fa lcoп s sta rt 
the day, f ollowed Ьу опе rouпd of 4 man se quen tia l bef ore 
the lslande r p i lot a rrived , a nd we could f inish round 3 of 
the 8 man . At 9.00 we had our f i rst comp leted event eve r 
in the history of the В .Р.А. Re lative Work Na tionals, with 
the Nov ice Speed 4 Мап event be ing wоп Ьу U п ipart 
Fa lcon s, who bea t  Ace s H igh Ьу one point. We then wen t  
on to comp le te the 3rd round of 4 mап se quential bef ore 
the wea the r ended the da y for u s. А re turn to n orma l 
Natioпa l's activ itie s, l ike f inding the loca l sp orts centre ,  
having а swim , showe r  e tc .  

Wednesday 6th October 

Raining ea rly, but p romising to clea r -eve ryone stood 
Ьу, but the high wind s  Ые w a l l day. At last light S ym­
Ьiosis 8 took off for  the one lif t  of the da y -an incred iЫe 
suпset f la ming sk y, even more iпcred iЫe f ree fa l l  d rift­
landed a t  least two miles off the a i rf ie ld ! As the ls lande r 
gave us а low pass before la пd iпg, eve ryoпe gathe red to 
p re se nt Dav id (the p i l9t) with а bottle of whiskey with 
thank s f or the e xce llent flyiпg he had give п us. 

Thursday 7th October 

Ea rly ra in again, 50 eve ryone 5tood d own to 12 .30 p .m. 
M r. S hurlock f rom the САд paid U 5  а v isit, a nd the 5e cond 
l51a nde r p i lot a rrived , R on Wright. Cha sing gaps gave u5 
one lift of 4 man 5e quentia l, but NiЫock5 got a n  
inte re 5tin g  ride i n  the l51ande r. At 1800 hr5. the wind 
d ropped and Cha rlie took the 185 with S ymЬiosi5 4 on 
boa rd .  On ruп in the j ud ge 5  we re a ma zed to see 4 jumpe r5 
e xit a nd 5ta rt to track, howeve r Cha rlie'5 ca lm v oice ove r  
the rad io sa ying, '1  have e ngine fa i lure ,  the re i s  oi l  a l l  ove r  
the wind5cree n,  eve ryone ha5 left', gave u5 the reason. 
All landed safely, Cha rlie d iscove red that ad re пa lin is 
brown, апd Ginge U ragallo sa id it wa 5 ' fuп'. 

Friday 8th October 

Ea rly start with the 4th round of 8 mап. Odd ly de ce ptive 
cloud which crep t slowly d ownwa rd ,  but e na Ыed us t o  
comp lete the 6th round of the 8 ma n.  Aga i n  NiЫocks had 
a nothe r ta ke of f and la nd ing trip , but not before we had 

1 1  

comp leted 7V2 rounds of 4 ma n se quen tia l. No furt he r  
pa ra chuti ng, but today Eric made the pape rs. E ric i5 а 
ve ry bea utiful, appea ling la brador (?) puppy, tea m  
ma scot for NiЫock s and owned Ьу Nick Cullum, who soon 
to depart to B ruce La nd wa s tryin g to find а good home, 
f or Eric. Jim's Annie, be in g in the k now a nd kn owing 
а good 5tory when 5he see 5  one , p honed the lo ca l evening 
pape r, who v isited the a i rf ie ld ,  and wrote an a rticle 
a bout Eric 'R ipcord '  a nd the para chutiпg and a l l that. 
Net re su lt, good p uЫicity f or our 5p ort a nd а good home 
f or Eric. 

Saturday 9th October 

Low cloud/fog a l l  day. The only day we did поt jump 
a t  a l l .  lsla nde r lef t  in the eve ning to take а Dolp hin to 
Pa ris - 5tand d own to S unday. 

Sunday 10th October 

The fir5t rea lly good day, and no a i rcraft - stuck in 
Pa ri5. John Meacock ca me to the re scue with hi5 180 a nd 
M ike Wa tts to fly it f or us .  We we re аЫе to comp lete the 
9 round s of 4 ma n se quentia l bef ore the p rize giv ing;  
Ьу which time i t  wa s obv ious tha t R .A.F.S.P.A. could not 
catch S ymЬiosis, so the meet wa s ca lled . 

B i ll Pau l a rrived with the meda ls and 5e t up the da is. 
Laurie St. John gave us а short spee ch tha nk ing a l l  the 
right people, and M r. Turne r  of the Le ice ste r Ae ro Club 
p re se nted the medals, afte r thank ing us f or coming and 
using Leice 5te r a s  our ve nue this yea r, a nd оп be ha lf of 
the loca l  re side nts, than ked us f or going; B i l l  Pa ul 
p re sented the 10 Pa ra guys with bee r a nd J im Pether­
brid ge with Charlie's spe cia l p rize ,  а сор у of his book . 
L ofty Thomas wa s the re to p re se nt for the fi rst time , the 
very attra ctive 5hie ld he had d onated a s  а trop hy tor the 
Nov i ce 4 Man Speed event. With a l l the thaпk you's d uly 
dопе, the meet wa s rounded off with f our lifts ot t un 
ju mp ing. 

This d ia ry of events would not Ье comple te withou t  
thank s and a cknowled ge me пt going to those who worked 
50 hard to give us the 1 976 Re lative Work Na tiona ls, 
Charlie, as Meet Dire cto r kept uпta rпished hi5 reputat io n  
of u sing a l l ava i la Ыe wea the r, despite objection s (John 
Will iams wa s hea rd to 5ау that his tea m  would ju mp whe n 
the wind s d ropped to 20 kn ots) , worked ha rd a nd worried 
a l l week . Jim Pe the rbridge, who as Chief J ud ge neve r 
once lo5t h is cool, B if f  B urпs, who comblned keeping 
score with a 55istan t to Chief J ud ge, J ohn Pul l in who 
added colour to the Jud giпg a rea, Gra ha m  Windsor who 
wa s neve r once see n  to Ье wa lkiпg up 5ide down ,  a nd is 
р rоЬаЫу back in Ausie Ьу поw, spe cia l tha nk s, a nd M ike 
O 'B rie n who a rrived la te , but stayed to he lp . All of whom 
we re аЫу assisted Ьу Ca role Wind5or, Jo hn H itchin, 
Dick Ga ys, Маг у  K ie th, Jim's Аппiе апd Samantha Lea r 
who lea rпt what а ' gote r' is . Many, mапу thaпk s  to Major 
Ке п Phil l ips апd the men f rom 1 О Pa ra ; Sgt. В оЬ H ughe s, 
Cp l .  L ia m  Ha rold. Cp l .  Scouse McCa rthy, Pte. Ga ry Ta ylor 
апd Pte . Ha rry Boyd .  They p rov ided good hot f ood three 
time5 а day, unde r d ifficu lt cond ition s  a nd we re a lwa ys 
chee rfu l .  Not forge ttiпg the p i lots; good flying f rom the m 
a l l ,  it is a ma zing how tast an lsla пde r сап ge t d owп f rom 
1 1  grand . And tha пk s  to the tea ms who gave us go od 
e xciting se q ue пtia l  to wa tch. Finally, thanks to the Leic­
e ste r Ae ro Clu b  f or gues tiпg us, and t or p utting up with 
cold ,  we t, pa ra chutists tak ing ove r the ir ba r - be ing the 
only wa rm d ry p la ce on the a i rf ie ld , most of the time .  

And so to next yea r; le t u s  hope the me mbe rship in the 
f orm of both competitors a nd judge s support the Nat­
iona ls to а much greate r  e xte nt, and please can we find 
a n  a i rf ie ld with hot wate r to wa 5h in. 

S US AN LEAR 01485 



Dave Waterman records the RAFSPA 4 Man Team at the moment of exit from the lslander. 

-

All competitors (and Medal Winnersl) after the prize giving. photo- G. С. Р. S-S. 
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Dear Charlie, 
Fro m  time to time, ап exp erieпc ed jumper i s  

mysterio usly lost after leaviпg his reserve dril ls too late. 1 
have always Ьееп as surp rised as апу Ьоdу wheп this 
happ eпs, but а receпt experieпc e  gave me so me iпsi ght 
i пto how it с ап.  

1 p ulled at  3000ft and c hec kiпg the Strato star, fo uпd 
all was по\ well. The с апору was tryiп g  hard to f ly, but 
was held Ьу the slider abo ut two f eet belo w the сапору . 
The slider was jammed Ьу several liпe twists belo w it .  The 
who le lot was ro tatiп g.  1 kпew 1 had p ulled high, and 
dec ided to have а quic k  try to so rt it o ut. L ike all 'square' 
users 1 have seen so me remarkaЫe openings whic h i n  
m y  case have al l  turned into goo d  c anop ies. 1 got the 
twists o ut, the ro tatio n stopped. The slider stayed p ut, 
an d поnе of the usual tric ks wo uld budge it. 

1 c hec ked the altimeter, exp ecti ng to see abo ut two 
grand. 1 had p u l led high ап d there was quite а lot o f  
parac hute up there. 1 was shoc ked to f iпd myself goiпg 
thro ugh а tho usan d  feet, fast. Sanity returned, sweaty 
hands groped at Capewells and а Talisman got its f irst jo b. 

1 no w have p riпted оп my mind the fo llowiпg points: 

1. Strato stars so metimes ореп iп stran ge ways, and need 
the occasio nal coaxing to get them f ully flyiп g. But un til 
they are fully ореп they сап Ье co miпg do wп very f ast, 
despite appearances. 

2. lt is dangero usly easy to get so abso rbed in so rting o ut 
а partly flying сапору that yo u lose trac k o f  height an d 
ti me. Especi ally square c aпopies where 'fiddli ng' сап 
of ten Ье succ essful. ·м ау Ье the mo re ' exp erienc ed' yo u 
are, the greater th e danger - the student's quic k  des­
pairing up ward loo k  and hittin g the reserve is healthier 
than the Joe Co ol, ' let' s give it а co up le of secoп ds' 
techn ique. 

3. Beiпg attac hed to а sic k p arac hute and too lo w to c ut 
away is а wo nderfu l c ure fo r co nstip atio п but no goo d  at 
all fo r general health. 

This wo uld never hарреп to yo u ?  Yo u wo uld never Ье 
c aught o ut bec ause yo u are exp erienced апd c autio us ?  
That's funny, 1 tho ught the same myself fo r seven years . . .  

MIKE PUR VES , 0951. 
CCI Martlesham Heath SPC. 

P.S. As soon as 1 cut away, the Ыооdу slider c ame do wn. 
Аnуопе fo r rin gs an d ropes? 

Dear Charlie, 

1 wen t to France again this year o nly this time 1 was 
to uring wi th the fami ly but 1 man aged to get so me jumping 
i n  at vario us p lac es. 1 j.u mp ed at L a  Ferte Gaucher, п оw ruп 
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Ьу Mon sieur Gravat, and Maubeuge- still run Ьу M adame 
Violin and as last year 1 was rec eived well at bo th p lac es, 
it  was great to jump wi th many of the same frien ds we 
made last year when 1 was o n  ho liday with Danпy H i l las 
апd Chri s  Lyal fro m  Leeds. Last year after jumping at 
these two c en tres we wen t do wn to Strasbo urg where the 
"Chef" (C.C.I .)  was quite adamant that we could not jump 
there witho ut f irst beco miпg members o f  the Frenc h  
Par achute Federation whic h  wo uld have cost us abo ut 
f: 12 .  As it happens the weather was far too bad to jump 
but at the еп d of o u r  ho liday поnе of us could have 
afforded that expen se. 

W ith that exp eri ence in mind 1 had writteп in advance in 
English to the F renc h Parac hute Federatio n to see if they 
had а temporary membership arraп gement and fiпd o ut if 
my p erso nal iпsuraпces confo rm to their requiremen ts 
because as yo u may kno w  the В.Р. А. wo rldwide "thi rd­
p arty cover" stric tly sp eakin g  is п оt suff ic ieпt in Fraпce 
where all jumpers have to have p erso nal acc ident cover. 
The Federatioп 's rep ly in Frenc h made neither of these 
points c lear so 1 called at the Federatioп o ffices in Pari s  
whic h was to Ь е  o u r  f i rst р lаппеd stop an yway - to do а 
Ьit o f  sightseein g .  After а f rustrating half-ho ur session 
haggllng over my doc uments which were p assed ro und all 
the staff they so mewhat reluctantly acc epted my 
insurance апd doc to r' s  certificate but were adamaп t  that 
1 would have to become а member of the Federation Ьу 
jo ining at апу of the centres. They let me have а typ ed 
letter confirming that my doc uments were o therwise in 
o rder and so 1 set off fo r La Ferte Gauc her where the 
Sec retary exp lai ned that since last year things have 
tighten ed up co nsiderably regardiпg Federation mem­
bership and that whilst she had not the autho rity to relax 
the rules she felt embarrassed an d guilty abo ut taking my 
f: 12, urgin g  me to ask the В.Р. А. to write to the Frenc h 
Federation office hopef ully exp ressi ng members' views 
that so me c heap er "tempo rary ho liday membersh ip f ee" 
may Ье nego tiated. 

1 discussed this wi th several of the jumpers at La Ferte 
and Maubeuge an d witho ut exc eptio n ever yon e  tho ught 
that it was а "rip -off". 

We travelled ac ro ss to the So uth W est coast of France 
an d visited Royan ,  quite а new centre with an o ld "Bro us­
sard" ex- mil itary ai rc raf t. The ai rf ield is abo ut two miles 
in lan d  f ro m  the coastal reso rt of Ro yan, it is а f ul l-time 
centre ver y well equipped with а fi rst-c lass exp ensive 
lo oking Vi deo c amera besi des the usual five o r  si x sets o f  
telemeters to Ь е  foun d  at mo st Freпch jump c entres. At 
Royan they co nc eп trate mainly оп student p ro gression 
wi th а heavy emphasis o n  "Vo ltige" (style), they have а 
реа gravel p it quite c lo se to the p ac king area апd o ne o f  
the best equipped sto res 1 have ever seen with literally 



hundreds of p a rachutes from student assemЫies to 
Strata-Stars, as even the majority of exp erienced jumpers 
use Club equip ment generally in France, and this as with 
their other facilities is availaЫe only to Club members 
which is where the expense starts. Unlike any other 
French jump centre there is а strict pol icy at the R oyan 
that even jumpers visiting for  one or two days must "join 
the Club" - another sad rip-off at over f 1 0, no "weekend 
mem bership " arraпgemeпts as we usually have here. 1 
exp ected to have to hand over all my documents as 
"security for the jump Ьi l l" which seems to Ье а very 
eff ective system generally in use elsewhere in France but 
at R oyan the p rocedure is that one must purchase а Ыос k  
of fifteen jumps in advance o r  otherwise р ау about 25% 
more for "one-offs" . 

As we had p lanned to stay iп R оу ап f o r  about а week, 
with it being so close to the sand and sea for  the family' s 
enjoyment, 1 reluctantly p aid the Club membership and 
bought the Ыосk of fifteen jumps on the understanding 
that any unused jumps would Ье ref unded. 1 managed to 
get on а three-man relly-load the first evening but the 
style-f reaks with their tight suits and heavy gear p roved 
uncatchaЫe for  me in my gynormous flared suit and 
S.S.T. so 1 ended up stood on my head watching а two­
man base break the sound barrier. That evening we 
enjoyed а superb meal with the other jumpers who bent 
over backwards to express their disgust at the Club 
officials making me р ау а full year' s  membership . 

The weather p rogressively deteriorated over the next 
three days and with the impending dockers strike then 
threatening our return p assage f rom Calais we p acked 
up to leave forthe long d rive back across France. The Club 
office were most unwilling to ref und the fou rteen p rep aid 
jumps- would you believe!- and the only way round this 
was to get another jump er to bu y them from me! Three 
hundred miles of continuous driving later, we heard of the 
p ostp oned dockers action whilst driving through Paris 
stil l in heavy rain so we changed our minds again and 
went to Maubeuge where the next day 1 got in some good 
relly-loads from the Pilatus Porter - а Ьeautif ul 8-man 
Turbo-Prop jump ship with а very large sliding door. This 
fantastic machine climbs and descends at а p henomenal 
rate and is without douЬt the most comfortaЫe and 
efficient ship it has ever been my p leasure to jump from. 
l ncidentally, the Pilatus at L a  Ferte Gaucher can p ut out 
two students on each of th ree p asses betweeп 2,500ft and 
4 ,200ft, then cl imb to 7 ,000ft for the last two jumpers and 
come to rest on the ground for the next load leaving six 
canop ies in the air - that's magic - it descends 
absolutely ver tically with no fear of damag e  to the turbo­
p rop engine, f lares at the last minute and lands within 
about 50ft of touch-down at an incrediЫy slow sp eed - it 
с ап even taxi backwards if it overshoots the next waiting 
load! 

The highlight of the holiday was an attempted 8-man 
comp risingonly two Frenchmen, опе Swiss, опе Germaп, 
two Belgians, а mad ltalian and yours truly. We jumped 
from 12 ,500ft, the p ilot sp otted"?!?" ov er а 500ft thick 
solid cloud cover which was between 3 and ЗV2 graпd. 1 
closed fifth on а very staЫe four-maп but before 1 could 
break the wrists the sixth man hit it so hard it fuппelled апd 
sp lit irrecoveraЫy. 1 ор еп еd just below the cloud ап d met 
up with some of the others who assured me we were very 
close to the Belgian border, 1 laughed ап d was sure they 
were joking but after walking at least three miles to meet 
up with the D.Z . vап which theп drove us some five miles 
arriviпg back after dark, по loпger laughiпg,  1 believed 
them. 

They are а great buпch of p eop le at Maubeuge апd 
there, the Secretary of the newly-formed Club at Calais 
iпvited us to her house to meet her twelve brothers апd 
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sisters (their p arents have bought а tele since). The follow­
iпg day we left Maubeuge calling at "M ado's" house iп 
Calais where we were made very welcome апd invited 
aloпg with any other jumpers f rom Eп gland to attend а 
mass relative week at the Calais D.Z . duriпg the fi rst two 
weeks in October пех t year. lf anyone is iпterested 1 с ап 
assure you there will Ье п о  rip-off for Club membership or 
F ederation membership ап d transp ort is to Ье laid-on for 
those who do поt ta ke their cars over оп the fer ry - it 
souпds like а good idea, they will have а Pilatus Porter 
and а Cessna 1 82 with а p ossiЫe additioп of the Leeds 
206 if this can Ье arranged. 

1 hop e  that other British jumpers p laпniпg оп goiпg to 
Fraпce пех t  yearwill benefit f i nan cially Ьу my unfortunate 
experieпce and thiпk that it would Ье а good idea if the 
В.Р.А. could get something worked out with the F rench 
Federatioп before пехt year's holiday seasoп. 

You rs, Peter Fisher, 0 .1566. 

[ This p roЫem is again beiпg discussed with FFP (f or the 
umpteenth time!) We'll keep you advised оп this опе 
- Ed.] 

R .A.P.A. 

Dear Charlie, 
The p ractlce of taki пg p hotograp hs of studeпts exitiп g  the 
aircraft апd usiпg the Bag Dep loymeпt System develop ed 
Ьу this Centre, has brought to light а defect which may 
also Ье affectiпg similar systems iп use at other Ceпtres. 

The accomp anying p hotog rap hs opp osite clearly show 
the p roЫem, i.e. the с ап ору , leaving the bag before the 
riggiп g  lines have fully dep loyed. The typ e of system we 
use is one which iпcorporates two elastic bungees p ass­
ing through loops at the top edge of the mouth lock, iпto 
which the first two riggiп g  l iпe stows are secured. lt is 
obvious that during the iп itial stage of dep loymeпt, 
'сапору slump' сап occur. (See p h otograp h  А).  lf this is 
severe enough, it с ап exert sufficient p ressure оп the 
elastic buпgees to cause them to break, thus allowing t he 
mouth lock to fall ор еп ап d the сап ору to d rop out of the 
bag. ( Photograp hs В, С, D.) .  Malfuпctions ranging f rom а 
simp le ВР to the to tal fail ure of th e сапору to dep loy may 
result. 

The оп lу solutioп to this p roЫem is to eп sure that the 
dep loyment bags are desigпed with а mouth lock which is 
p ositively held closed du riп g  riggiпg l ine dep loyment. 
There are various methods Ьу wh ich this сап Ье attaiпed 
and this wil l depen d  on the existing bag desigп and the 
resour ces of the Centre/ Ciub concerпed. 

ln view of the evideпce p roduced Ьу the p hotog rap hs, 
Clubs should Ье aware of the p roЫem, апd take the 
relevant step s to remedy that proЫem if necessary. 

Yours, Tom Oxley. 

YOLJ R AVI ATI ON LI BRARY I S  NOT COMPLETE 
IF YOlJ 00 NOT REGULARLY RECEIVE 

AND READ А СОРУ .OF 

.. PARACHUTIST" 
the world's largest monthly parachuting magazine and the official puЫi­
cation of the tJnited States Parachute Association. First in the field with 

news of parachuting activities skydiving equipment and techniques, 
safety procedures. advance notice of meets and resultats of com· 
petition jumping. Ве up to date, know aЬout the le�test advancements 
in professional and recreational parachuting in the U.S.A. and around 
the world. Enjoy seeing prize winning photographs of parachutists in 
action. дll this and more. Send check or money order for $8 for а 
year's suЬscription ($20 for air rates). 

UNITED STATES PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
806 15th Street, NW., Sulte 444, Waahlngton DC 20005, USA 
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Зrd WORLD CUP 
IN RELATIVE WORK 

PARACHUTING 
l t  was опе o f  the Americaп Team who аппоuпсеd he 
had а simp le апd foo lp roof idea that wo uld make him а 
mill io naire. Curio sity naturally p ro vo ked the questio п,  
what? The instaпt el imiпatio п  of dro ught - Al l  yo u have 
to do is o rgan ise an lnterпatioпal R .W .  Co mpetition ! 
Oudtshoo rп, claims the bro chures, bo asts more suпshiпe 
thaп Califo rпia and an annual rainfall of  less than пiпе 
inches - we had all of that апd mo re in а fo rtпight! An d 
it пearly made the Зrd World Cup iп R .W .  the Ьiggest noп­
eveпt iп parachutiпg this year. But with abo ut 15 minutes 
to sp are the bare min imum o f  6 ro uпds iп bo th eveпts 
were co mp leted - p hew! 

Rudolpho, Мах, Marco & Pedro, Venezuela. 

Back to the begin ning, ho wever, when competito rs 
fro m  9 differeпt пatio пs fiпally arrived iп Oudtshoo rп оп 
24th Octo ber after, iп  almost every case, lon g  апd tiring 
jo urneys. Tho se who had поt p revio usly experieпced the 
magic atmosp here generated Ьу iпternatio nal co mp ­
etitio n  were now meetiпg the old hands o f  co mp etitive 
R .W ., Charlie Baum and co mpany fro m  France; В. J.  
Wo rth, Dave Singer, Curt Curtis, Craig Fro пk апd the 
strong U.S. contin gen t ;  Pedro ,  M arco , R udo lp ho and М ах ,  
the effervescent quartet fro m  Veпezuela; Lothar L ippold 
and his military team fro m  Germaпy; R ichard Charter, 
Do n Bo ldley an d all the warm hearted guys o f  the host 
пation ; and, o f co u rse, J im Cro cker, Mike Chap man ,  Топу 
U ragallo and ВоЬ Co lp us rep reseпting G reat Britain, 
опсе agaiп thanks to the genero sity o f Arthur Наусох 
o f  En drust. Rod Murp hy as Meet Directo r had gathered 
virtually the same team to run the co mpetitio n as at 
Wonderboom in '74; no taЫe addition s being that fabulo us 
co up le, Ned апd Sheila L uker поw p ermanently residing 
in So uth Africa. L umbered with the jo b o f  Chief Judge was 
Charlie because o f  the last minute no n-availaЬility o f  
Eilif Ness. 

The co mЬinatio п o f  p ro mised goo d  weather апd 
unlimited flyiпg time o n  4 DC-Зs and 5 Kudus, (а So uth 
African C185/ Beaver cro ss) ,  seemed too goo d  to Ье 
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The alrcraft support- 4 Daks and 5 Kudus. 

true- it was! Mo nday the 27th was scheduled as the f irst 
day of p ractise - the опlу thiпg that go t it was the 
weather- lo w cloud an d high win d p revented aпythiпg 
except  the judges meetiпg. The o bject of the l l l rd World 
Cup was simp ly to evaluate the 4 and 8 sequeпtial 
co ncept - if successful it wo uld Ье used fo r the 1977 
Wo rld Champ io nships.  Co mp etito rs and judges alike 
were kееп to make it wo rk, an d it was hoped that the 
p ractise period wo uld highlight апу p ro Ыem areas. 
Co mpetito rs fiпally too k  to the sky оп the Tuesday, апd 
опе of the U.S. 4-Man Teams was quick to demo пstrate 
the no-rules exit Ьу launchiпg an intact 4-Мап Star o ut 
of the DC-3; co nfusion in the judging area! А hasty 
con ference agreed that it was ассерtаЫе, еvеп if а co up le 
of the judges did take so me con vincin g ,  an d p ractise 
continued арасе unti l  Thursday mid-afterпoo п wheп high 
wiпds called а halt until the Saturday. Meaпwhile the 
Team L eaders meetiпg had Ьееп held оп the Thursday 
evening an d it had gon e  remarkaЬie smoo thly - too 
much so perhap s  as we shall see later! 

Charlie and the lnternational Panel of Judges. 

The final p ractise was co mp leted Ьу mid-mo rning o n  
the Saturday and fro m  then it was straight into the 
co mp etition with one ro und of bo th 8 & 4 beiпg co mpleted 
Ьу luпch time. So uth African 4-Man Teams Chevro let 
& Ho liday lnn bo th p ro tested their zero sco res, which 
had been the result o f  а no vel interp retation of the inter-



Devlls Bables, U.S.A. - Opposed Stalrsteps Plnk Panthers, France- the first all girl team to appear ln 
World RW Competltion. 

Valvoline - Mike, Топу, Jim and ВоЬ 
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mediate requirement. The protests claimed that the 
method had been cleared at the Team Leaders Meeting ! 
But, in order not to give too much away to the opposition, 
the question had been carefully worded and the 
subsequent misunderstanding Ьу both judges and 
competitors was inevitaЫe. The Panel of Judges rejected 
the protests, and both were subsequently presented to 
the Jury. The latter granted а re-jump, provided а 
necessary clarification to the rules and informed both 
teams that their original method was not ассерtаЫе. 
Honour was partly satisfied - it's never fully satisfied 
i n these cases! 

Saturday afternoon saw the traditional opening 
ceremony with march on, bands, speeches and displays. 
Of the latter it was generally agreed that the French 
stole the show with а sort of 20 man diamond flake with 
one of the French Pink Panthers girls at each corner; this 
subsequently broke into four separate groups. 

Sunday was the South African Air Force day off which 
forced everyone else to do the same. Sightseeing was the 
order of the day, with the Ostriches and the Kangol 
Caves being the total local attractions. 

Monday saw completion of 3 rounds of the 4 Man event 
and most of the second round of the 8 before high winds 
stopped play. ln  the 4-Man event only the German BMW 
Team and U.S. Gear Drive had scored the maximum 30 
points; (aiЬeit Gear Drive wasn't the "official" U.S. Team 
- the difference between "official" and "sanctioned" 
was causing some confusion in the U.S. Camp -
obviously something that's got to Ье clarified for future 
World Cups if nations are al lowed to send more than 
one team) .  Our own 4-Man Team, now called Valvoline, 
(they're the people who produce the gunge that Endrust 
use in their rust proofing process!) ,  were lying in fifth 
place with 20 points. 

Monday also saw the start of the press reaction to the 
saga of the dance . . . .  

Parachute party 
girls row 

from ALAN DUGGAN 
OUDTSHOORN. - д row 
W <I S  b r c w i n g  b c t w c c n  
par<Jc h u t i sts  a n d  а loc<JI 
domincc here yesterday over 
thc honour of the town's 
youпg girls. 

Tht: Rev W F Licbcnberg 
took stroпg exccptioп t o  
advertisements c<�l l ing o n  
300 "pretty girls" t o  join 
v i s i t i ng s k y - d i v c rs <tt а 
d i n n e r - d н n c e  l as t  w c e k  
organized Ь у  t h c  owner o f  a n  
Oudsthoorn icc-rink. 

Spe<�kiпg from the pulpit, 
М r Liebenberg cxhor!t:d the 
e.irls 1101 to attend the dance 
l' o r  t h c  s <J k e  o f  t h e i r  
principlcs. Lнtcr hc wurned а 
c a t e c h i s m  c l нss t h at h e  
'' OL&Id reft&sc to confirm <�ny 
girl who disobeyed апd hc 

gave the ci<Jss permission to 
tell others t hut all offenders 
would he censured hy t h e  
clшrch. 

The parachutists reacted 
with angcr <�nd disbel ief. 
Officials sctid thc domincc's 
\varпing amouпted to нn 
i п s u l t  b o t h  t o  t h c  
p a r a c h u t t s t s  a n d  t h e  
orga&1izers of the eve11t. 

Championship dircctor М г 
Rod М u rp h y  s н i d  i n  а 
s t a t e m e n t :  " T h e  
c hн m p io n s h i p  c o m m i t t e e  
w ct s  n o t  i n vo l v c d  i n  t h e  
oгganization of t h i s  dance. l t  
was organizcd independently 
hy local to\vnspcoplc and in 
fact fcw of the skydiveгs 
нttcnded. lf, i n  fac t ,  t h e  
stнtements нttributed to М г 
Ltebenberg <Не true, then 
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they н&ust  Ье seen нs an insult 
not only to the contestants 
t h e m s e l v e s  b u t  to t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A v i н t i o n  
Federation who нwarded this 
event to South Africa." 

М r Liebenberg visited the 
championship heнdquaгters 
at the Oudtshoorn Airport 
yesterday where he denied 
attacking the morals of the 
competitors. Не had t h e  
h ig h e s t  e s t e e m  f o r  t h e  
jumpers, h e  said, and i t  was 
n o t  up t o  h i m  t o  pass  
judgment on them. 

Не s н i d  he b c l i e v e d  
Oudtshoorn's young g ir ls 
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
"cheapened" and led into 
temptation Ьу attending thc 
d a n c e .  Не d id n o t  l i k e  
dancing. 

Asked whether the church 
would tнke action against 
young girls who attended 
p н r t i e s  t h i s w e e k ,  M r  
Liebenberg sнid this would 
depend on such factoгs <Js 
t h e  girls' manner of dress <�nd 
whether there was an abuse 
of liquor. 

М г  M i k e  G e. n n i s s ,  а 
member of the United States 
t c a m  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  
dнnce said yesterday: "The 
whole thing is quite amusing. 
What does the guy expect us 
to do?" 

Mr G e n n iss said there 
w e r e o n l y  a b o u t  20 
parachutists at the dance and 
no single girls. "We went 
i n si d e ,  had d i n n c r  н n d  
drinks. and \vent home. l t  
was quite а drag." 

"Did anyone lose а slipper at the parachutlsts' ball last 
night? . . .  Here comes the fairy prince." 

Tuesday and Wednesday were devoted to listening to 
the plaintive cries of the local population: " . . .  But 
it's the worst weather we've had in thirty years!" On 
Wednesday evening the Mayor of Oudtshoorn, Councillor 
de Jager and his wife generously entertained all 
competitors and officials at а barbeque at his farm. 

We finally got in the air again on the Thursday comp­
leting the third round of the 8-Man. U.S. favourites in 
this event, Cleareye Express, Ыеw their third jump in 
not completing the caterpillar before breaking into the 
intermediate requirement. This gave а clear 6 point lead 
to Charlie Baum's French lcarius team, who had 30 points. 
Ву 1 1 .30 we were Oudtshoorned again with weather 
proЫems, but not before we'd had а frightening low pull 
Ьу the lcarius 4-Man Team, demonstrating the ease of 
getting carried away doing sequential . . . . .  nearly 
permanently. Friday dawned with thunderstorms, and 
the realisation that we would Ье hard pushed to get а six 
round result, never mind completing all ten. The weather 
did break in the afternoon to allow another round of eight 
man however. 

The final day. Saturday 6th, gave little prospect for а 
result. The journey to the airfield was highlighted Ьу 



the sight of the Meet Directors Mil itary Land Rover which 
had been swept down the river, during an attempted 
crossing of а torrential ford the previous night. Someone 
in high places took pity on us, however, and the weather 
broke d ramatically in the afternoon to allow completion 
of б rounds of both events Ьу nightfall, but it was with 
minutes to spare. The French were deserving winners 
in the 8 Man event, attaining maximum points, whilst the 
German Team did well to win the 4-Man event. 

The success of the 1 1 1  World Cup was agreed at а Team 
Leaders and Judges Meeting held one evening towards 
the end of the competition. The following minutes of the 
meeting should Ье of interest to all potential R.W. 
competitors: 

Present at the meeting were 4 C.I.P. Members (Wijnands 
- Netherlands; Curtis - U.S.A.; Charter - R.S.A.; 
Shea-Simonds - U.K.), 6 Jnternational Judges and 19 
Representatives trom countries competing in the Smirnoff 
World Parachuting Сир ( IJI ). 

lt was initial/y exp/ained that C.I.P. had already decided 
in Paris in February, 1976, that if the 11/rd World Сир in 
R. W. was successtul, that В and 4 sequential concept 
cou/d Ье used for the 1977 World R. W. Championships. l t  
was agreed that the viaЬil i ty ot  these events had been 
proved, and that оп/у minor modifications were required. 
Various points were discussed, some at length, but the 
following are the agreed recommendations for discussion 
at the C.I.P. in February 1977: 

1 .  Exits. There should Ье по exit r ules. 
2 .  Scor ing. The two alternatives are: 

а) The system that scores the jump as а whole ­
(the system in use at the 11/rd World Сир) 

Ь) The system that scores the part ot the jump 
completed. 

The major ity favoured alternative (а) with the 
additional recommendation that bonus points Ье 
excluded from the systвm. 

3. Draw. lt was agreed that thв draw for sequences, 
(both random and set), Ье made after practise p r ior 
to the competition itself. 

4. Altitude. The alti tude tor the set sequences should 
remain fixed, but may Ье lowвred for the random 
formation rounds in event of adverse weather. 

5. Format. The following changes in format were 
agreed: 
а) Extra formations shou/d Ье added in the 

8-Man event. 
Ь) Rounds shou/d alternate between set p iece 

and random. 

с) There should Ье а pool ot set p iece jumps 
from which the necessary number of rounds 
would Ье drawn pr ior to competition (see 
para. 3). 

d) The number of random formations in each 
event from which to se/ect the r andom rounds 
should Ье increased, and in the case of the 
8-Man event made тоге difficult, e.g. cater­
p i /lar, donut and compressed accordian. 

е) The random rounds shou/d not start with set 
tormations as presently set out in the r ules. 

ln conclusion i t  was requested that Team Leaders each 
provide Ber t  Wijnands with the tollowing before depar ture 
from Oudtshoorn: 
а) At least two new complete sequences for both events. 
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Chevrolet 4 Man Team, RSA - ln transltlon. 

Ь) At least two new tormations for both events. 

/t was strвssed that the R. W. Sub-Committee would 
we/come any origina/ input and ideas before the February 
C. I.P. Meeting. 

The World Cup also saw some interesting equipment 
ideas, principally Capewell substitutes and throw away 
pilot 'chutes. But the French Team proved that it's not 
the kit you're wearing that produces the results, but the 
way you fly. 

Thus ended the 1 1 1  World Cup in R.W. Thanks to all the 
organisers and workers who made it possiЫe, particularly 
the South African Air Force who flew magnifjcently and 
to the Army for all their necessary ground support -
without this service involvement the meet wouldn't have 
happened. Finally а special thanks to all those South 
Africans, jumpers and non-jumpers, who embarrassed 
us with their warm hospitality. 

G.C.P. S-S. 

RESULTS 
WORLD CUP 

PLACINGS 
SMIRNOFF CUP 4-MAN EVENT ВУ OFFICIAL 

TEAMS 

1 .  Team Gear Drive 58 Pts 
2.  Team B.M.W. (Germany) 56 Pts 1st 
3. Team Cenobltes (France) 54 Pts 2nd 
4. Team Up 52 Pts 
5. Team Devil Bables (U.S.A.) 50 Pts 3rd 
6. Team Chevrolet (R.S.A.) 48 Pts 4th 
7. Team Capt. Ardilla's Super Creams 

(Venezuela) 40 Pts 5th 
8. Team Scudbowl Skydivers 36 Pts 
9. Team Smirnoff 4 34 Pts 
9. Team Seagull  (ltaly) 34 Pts 6th 

1 1 .  Team lcarius 32 Pts 
1 1 .  Team Valvoline (G.B.) 32 Pts 7th 
1 1 .  Team Pink Panther 32 Pts 
14 . Team Holiday lnn 28 Pts 
15. Team Dagdriverbanden (Denmark) 26 Pts 8th 
16. Team RamЫers Raiders (Australia) 26 Pts 8th 
17.  Stellutis Alpinus Team 22 Pts 
18.  Team Trek 20 Pts 

WORLD CUP 
8-MAN EVENT POINTS 

1 .  Team lcarius (France) 40 Pts 1st 60 
2. Team Cleareye Express (U.S.A.) 34 Pts 2nd 54 
3. Team ВаЬу Up 30 Pts 
4. Team ltaly P.D. (ltaly) 28 Pts 3rd 38 
5. Team Smirnoff 20 Pts 4th 27 

6. Team Cuckoos Nest 1 7  Pts 
7.  Team Chickens & Feathers 1 6  Pts 
8. Team Holiday lnn 6 Pts 
9. Team Anglo Venezuelan Productions 2 Pts 



ТНЕ CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
Our 10th Annual General Meeting will Ье held on January 8th, 
1977 at the Grand Hotel, Granby Street, Leice5ter. The main 
rea5on for the change of venue i5 that the Management of the 
lmperial Centre Hotel at Birmingham let u5 down la5t year Ьу 
douЫe booking, which resulted in а seating proЫem in the 5mall 
hall we had to accept. We only found out about thi5 after we had 
arrived at the Hotel. 

The Grand Hotel ha5 
been checked out and 1 
5incerely hope we have no 
proЫem5 thi5 year and 
that а good time i5 had 
Ьу all. 

1 would again remind 
Member5 attending that 
only they are allowed into 
the A.G.M. and they mu5t 
produce а current Mem­
bership Card to gain 
entry. Wive5, girlfriend5, 
boyfriend5 (?) and hu5-

ТНЕ CHAIRMAN ond BIG JAKE 

band5 who are not Member5 of В.Р.д. are very welcome both 
before and after the Meeting but cannot attend it. 

Our Membership ha5 not grown а5 quickly а5 we had hoped 
thi5 year, due mainly to the introduction from April 15t 1976 of а 
higher rate of 5Ub5cription for Provi5ional Member5. 

Thls subject is dealt with 5eparately in thi5 issue of S.P. and 
therefore 1 will not go into detail in this Report except to 5ау that 
Clubs and Centres re5pon5e to our circular for their feeling5 on 
our 5uggestion of an additional 5horter, cheaper Provisional 
Member5hip wa5, more or less, 5plit down the middle and it could 
mean (a55uming the propo5al i5 accepted) that В.Р.д. income is 
down а little over the next 1 2  month5, but thi5 is certainly not 
necessarily 50. Council deemed it mo5t important to have а// 
parachuti5t5 under it5 wing and 1 hope you will agree with their 
deci5ion. 

The analy5i5 taЬie5 below 5how our Member5hip movement 
over the la5t five year5. 

The 1976 figure5 are а5 at end October 1976 but final figure5 for 
the year will Ье given at the A.G.M. 
Туре of 
Membershlp 
Provisional 
Fuii- New 
Full- Renewal 

1972 
959 

2141 
1 1 40 

1973 
925 

181 1  
1478 

1974 
2095 
1 355 
2292 

1975 
3341 
1755 
2792 

1976 • 
3313* 
1 369 
3080 

4240 4214 5742 7888 7762 • •  

• Out of thi5 figure 248 have converted to Full Member5hip. 
•• Out of thi5 total Member5hip we have 569 Lady Member5. 
• • Out of thi5 total Member5hip 252 are Scotti5h Member5. 

MemЬershlp Analysis-1976 
д5 u5ual we give the following tаЫе to 5how you the monthly 

movement of Member5hip and for tho5e who are reading it 
forthefirst time 1 would explain that the drop in number5 from 
March to April i5 due to our financial year ending and the re­
regi5tering and updating 5\arting again in April. 

MONTHLY ANALYSIS-1976 
Types of MemЬershlp 

Pro- Monthly Accum. 
Month vlslonal Full Renewals Total Total 
January 213 77 7 297 297 

February 240 82 6 32 
(8185) 

625 
(8513) 

March 301 57 358 983 
(887 1 )  

April 329 321 2486 3136 4 1 19 
М ау 473 1 5  290 778 4897 
June 342 156 137 635 5532 
July 364 218 65 647 6179 
Augu5t 181 131 46 358 6537 
September 331 229 30 590 7127 

20 

October 
November 
December 
Totals at 
31.10.76 

New Clubs 

539 

3313 

83 13 635 
-- detail5 awaited --
-- detail5 awaited --

1 369 3080 7762 

7762 

ln 1 976 the following new club5 were affiliated to the В.Р.А.: 
Spreadeagle Para Club 
La5henden Para Club 
R.A.O.C. Free Fall Team 
Univer5ity College North Wale5 Para Club 
Southern Countie5 Para Club 
Cumbria Para Club 
South Wale5 Para Club. 

Although not yet affiliated, the following clubs are known to Ье 
underway and are expected to apply for affiliation in due cour5e: 

Sheffield Para Club 
Wales and We5t of England Para Club 
East Coa5t Parchute Centre. 

В.Р.А. Dlnner/Dance 
The Dinner/Dance on the evening prior to our A.G.M. la5t year 

wa5 а re5ounding 5ucce5s. The wine flowed well and everyone 
wa5 in а 5uitaЫe frame of mind when the Talent (?) Competition 
started 1 still can't make up my mind as to whether some of the 
acts in fact acted or if that wa5 their normal 5tate (phy5ically and 
mentally). 1 can only add if an'y who attended were in douЫ а5 to 
how the tune "Ma5ter5 of the Sky" went, they weren't when the 
Dance fini5hed ! !  

We are not having the Talent Competition thi5 year but сап 
assure you of а good night out. Ticket5 are now availaЫe 5о 
please remember, we can't 5eat al l  the В.Р.д. - GET YOUR 
ORDER IN EARL У. 
В.Р.А. Councll 

YourCouncil worked well again thi5 year, notwith5tanding the 
fact that during the year we lo5t 5ome of them, due to re5ignation 
and of cour5e the untimely death of Tim Morgan your В.Р.д. 
Trea5urer. 

Tribute ha5 already been made of Tim but mo5t of you will never 
know of the enthu5ia5tic work he put into the Trea5urer'5 job, 
including his position а5 Chairman of our Financial Sub-Com­
mittee. 

Being а truly 5porty Accuracy and Relative man hi5 comment 
and advice an Council will ье 5orely mi5Sed. 

l n  no particular order now, 1 mu5t fir5tly thank Jim Crocker for 
hi5 excellent work with the Safety and Training Committee. You 
wil l  seefrom the Minute5 oftheir meetings in S.P. how much work 
they get through. Another noticeaЫe change thi5 year i5 the 
increase in the number of Ob5ervers at these meeting5 - to the 
extent that we had to buy а further ten chair5. 

Mike O'Brien ha5 been а real stalwart in running the Competi­
tions Sub-Committee. With two National5 and а World Cham­
pion5hip in one year to get through, plu5 helping with other 
Competitions, 1 think hi5 work ha5 been outstanding. 

Dave Waterman carried out а lot of intitial work on the Aircraft 
Purcha5e fea5iЬility exerci5e as well а5 organi5ing the R.W. 
Seminar at Netheravon earlier in the year plus working on the 
В.Р.д. PuЫicity Po5ter5 and Brochure5. 

Lofty Thoma5 chaired the Rigger5 Sub-Committee which did 
not get together very often but did finalise Rigger5 Qualification5. 

Тот Ridgway took on the ta5k of Chairing the Forward 
Planning Sub-Committee and has already supplied Council with 
the fir5t 5tudy on В.Р.д. Aircraft owner5hip, which only 5eem5 
practical if we run our own National Centre. The 5econd Report 
on the E5taЬii5hment of а National Centre and it5 likely effect on 
Club5/Centre5 i5 expected at our next Council Meeting with 
the other three Reporl5 following fairly 5oon afterward5. The5e 
аге: (1 ) - l nstructor5/Rigger5 selection, training qual ification5, 
updating and upgrading; (2)- В.Р.д. Organi5ation development 
in relation to Government, С.д.д. and Membership, including 
financial impl ication5, and finally, (3) - Member5hip, Clubs' 



апd Ceпtres' expectatioп from В.Р.А. апd how to avoid Member­
ship loss. 

1 must thaпk Peter Prior for carryiпg out his duties as your Vice­
Chairmaп апd steppiпg iпto the breach as Treasurer followiпg 
Tim Morgaп's death. Peter met апd iпterviewed Peter Mitchell our 
пеw Treasurer who is а fully qualified Accouпtaпt апd who 
kiпdly took this job over еvеп though he is а co-opted member 
with по vote. 

Му siпcere thaпks to a l l  those оп Couпcil who turпed up 
regularly апd who have made my job а lot easier. 

Your н.а. and Staff 
Bill, Dorothy, Неlеп апd Sue have. as i п  previous years, ruп 

your H.Q. at Leicester iп а very efficieпt mаппеr. 
Their work has coпtributed to our iпcreased Nett Profit of 

1:2,966 at 31st March 1 976 up 1:2,450 оп last year. 
lt is maiпly through Bill 's efforts that we are поw receiviпg 

1:23,834 а year iп Graпt Aid from the Sports Couпcil; а further 
iпcrease оп last year. 

Natloпal Coach/Safety Officer 
This has Ьееп Charlie's first full year as your Full Time N.C./S.O. 

апd duriпg the year he has covered а great deal of work. Не has 
ruп eight lпstructors Courses апd from these 39 Poteпtial 
lпstructors апd 22 Full lпstructors were passed out. 

Charlie has coпtiпued his programme of keepiпg iп touch 
with Clubs Ьу regular visits which is most importaпt iп keepiпg 
his fiпger оп the pulse of parachutiпg iп Eпglaпd. 

His frieпdly relatioпs with the С.А.А. has coпtiпued to assist us 
апd will do so iп the future as we expect to have а meetiпg with the 
С.А.А., later this year or early iп 1977. 

Не has acted as Meet Director at both our Natioпals апd was 
Head of Delegatioп for the В.Р.А. Team at the World Champioп­
ships iп ltaly. 

You will Ье iпterested to kпow that he was iпvited to South 
Africa to assist at ап lпstructors Course апd later Ье Chief Judge 
at the Third World R.W. Cup. Couпcil agreed he should atteпd 
апd what he learпed there will Ье to our good advaпtage iп 
traiпiпg our sequeпtial R.W. Teams iп the future. 

Не also was respoпsiЫe for all the work dопе оп the В.Р.А. 
Competitioпs Caravaп, meпtioпed later. 

Safety and Tralnlng Committee 
1 have already paid tribute to the work Jim Crocker has put iпto 

the S.T.C. but must also meпtioп that the S.T.C. comprises all the 
C.C.I's from Affiliated Clubs апd to those ·who take the time 
апd trouЫe to go to S.T.C. Meetiпgs (some of them travel very 
loпg distaпces to do so), оп your behalf, 1 thaпk them. lt is also 
good to see ап iпcreasiпg пumber of Observers atteпdiпg. 

Off the subject а Ьit, but it was пiсе to kпow that the Напg 
Glidiпg Associatioп appreciated our gesture iп iпvitiпg them 
aloпg to опе of our S.T.C. Meetiпgs at а time wheп they were 
haviпg proЫems апd gettiпg their оwп S.T.C. orgaпised. 

Some of you may поt kпow it but we do have copies of the up­
dated re-priпt of our В.Р.А. Regulatioпs availaЫe for purchase. 
А пecessary item if you are to uпderstaпd апd appreciate our 
sport fully. 

Riggers 
RegrettaЫy they have поt got together as ofteп as 1 would have 

wished but what has resulted from their Meetiпgs is that they 
поw have а Riggers Examiпatioп system. 1 siпcerely hope that iп 
1977 these examiпatioпs are vigorously applied апd apathy 
which seems to surrouпd them at preseпt is cast off. 1 thiпk the 
Membership have а right to the coпfideпce of beiпg supplied Ьу 
"Qualified" Riggers. after all they are literally puttiпg their lives iп 
the Rigger's haпds. Curreпtly there are 1 1  Basic Riggers апd 1 0  
Chief Riggers approved Ьу the Associatioп. 

Fatalities 
Му hopes at our A.G.M. for а fatality free year were truly 

shattered this year. We had live fatal ities which. briefly 
explaiпed, were as follows: 
Sgt. Robblпs А.Р.А. Malfuпctioп ot Маiп. Cut away but failed 

to activate Reserve. 
Lt. Hyde А.Р.А. As above. 
Tim Morgaп l п  U.S.A. lпsuff!Cieпt evideпce availaЫe. but а low 

cut-away suggested. 
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С. Marriot Eagle Non В.Р.А. Member. First jump studeпt. 
Sleeve system used. Studeпt оп his back 
at exit, grabbed extractor апd preveпted 
developmeпt of maiп. Reserve поt 
activated. 

J. J. Brady lп U.S.A. No detailed report received as yet. 
1 do по\ thiпk 1 пееd spell out the lessoпs to Ье learпt from this 

list. As usual, а totally uппecessary loss of lives. 

'Sport Parachutist' 
Aпother year has passed with the high quality of our Jourпal 

beiпg maiпtaiпed, which speaks highly for its devoted Editor 
Charlie. The В.Р.А. office is поw takiпg а more active part iп the 
preparatioп of the Jourпal which iп my miпd maiпtaiпs its 
positioп at the top of the parachutiпg jourпal's league. 

Couпcil has iпcreased Charlie's fee from i:50 to i:75 per issue 
which оп the face of it souпds а large iпcrease uпtil l tell you that 
we had поt reviewed the fee for the past five years. 

Charlie still пeeds more articles. particularly techпical опеs so 
please try апd put реп to paper iп 1977. 

Natlonal World Champlonships- Relative, Style and Accuracy 
А busy year as regards competitioпs, we started off with the 

Style апd Accuracy Natioпals at Shobdoп which resulted iп 
Scotty Milпe of the Red Devils (Parachute Regimeпt) beiпg 
overall Меп's Champioп апd Saпdy Murray becomiпg the overall 
Womeп's Champioп. Wiппiпg Team was the Duck Епd Farm 
Team. As you may Ье aware we are tryiпg to make our Natioпals 
self fiпaпciпg from eпtry fees etc. Couпcil's budget for this 
allowed for а i:55 deficit, but iп fact, the пett cost to В.Р.А. was 
1:224 as agaiпst 1:348 iп 1975. 

lп August/September the World Champioпships (classics) 
was held iп ltaly. А full report from Charlie appeared iп the last 
issue so 1 will say по more except to sympathise with Scotty Milпe, 
ВоЬ Hiatt апd Jапе Waugh for their iпjuries апd to coпgratulate 
ВоЬ iп achieviпg so high а positioп, haпdicapped as he was. 1 
would poiпt out that each Team Member coпtributed i:25 to the 
fuпds апd the actual cost to В.Р.А. after takiпg iпto accouпt 
Graпts. Natioпal Team fuпd etc. was Nil as agaiпst а Nett cost to 
В.Р.А. of 1:2417 iп 1975. 

l пcideпtally the request that Bill Paul made for Members to 
rouпd-up their Аппuаl Subscriptioпs iп April brought iп approx. 
i:750 to go towards the Natioпal Team Fuпd. А tremeпdous effort 
апd very much appreciated Ьу Couпcil. Thaпks! 

OctoЬer saw the Relly Natioпals at Leicester Airport which 
suffered from dreadful weather plus aircraft proЫems. 
Notwithstaпdiпg this, the Novices 4 mап Speed Star eveпt was 
completed, with 9 rouпds out of 1 0  of the 4 mап sequeпtial апd 
6 out of 10 of the 8 mап sequeпtial, eпough to give а result. 
Uпipart Falcoпs (of RAFSPA) wоп the 4 mап Novices speed star 
with Symblosis wiппiпg the 4 апd 8 mап sequeпtial. (Ful l  Report 
iп this issue). Loss to В.Р.А. оп this Natioпals was 1:612 as agaiпst 
1:2065 iп 1975. Our budget iп this case had allowed for а deficit 
of 1:185. 

At the time of writiпg Jim Crocker is takiпg his 4 Мап Sequeпtial 
Team- Eпdrust to the Third World Cup of Relative Work iп South 
Africa апd we wish him а good result; l've по douЫ they will learп 
а lot over there апd briпg back the latest iпformatioп оп R.W. 
Meets which wil l  Ье of beпefit to our оwп Teams. 

Assistance and Clubs 
1 would remiпd Clubs of the loan facility availaЫe to them, as 

passed at our March Couпcil Meetiпg. lt is as follows: 
а) Fuпds are availaЫe from geпeral iпcome for qualifyiпg loaпs 

up \о а total of i:2,500 per аппum. 
Ь) Maximum lоап per applicaпt or Club Ье 1:1 ,000. 
с) Maximum term of lоап Ье 2 years. 
d) Loaпs up to i:250 iпterest free. Above 1:250 carry iпterest at 5% 

per aпum оп whole amouпt. 
е) Апу lоап поt paid оп due date wil l  carry а 15% iпterest charge. 

А compreheпsively laid out Applicatioп for Lоап Form is 
availaЫe апу time from В.Р.А. office. 

Assistaпce giveп to clubs is as follows: 

Clubs 
Sports Para Ceпtre 
RSA Para Club 

Repayments Due 
1 972 1973 1974 1975 
i:SOO 

i:SOO 

Balance 
1976 Owing 

i:250 



Wessex Para Club tбОО t600 
Midlaпd Para Club tsoo 
Thames Valley �00 �00 
Maпchester Free Fall 

Club t100 t250 
Martlesham Heath 

Parachute Club t250 

We are hopeful that the Wessex lоап will sооп Ье repaid апd 
legal actioп is beiпg takeп to recover the moпies owiпg from 
Sports Para Ceпtre. The Thames Valley Club folded up апd the 
borrower is по loпger iп the couпtry - this may well Ье а loss. lt 
was bad deЫs such as this which led to our tighteпiпg up of 
guaraпtee requiremeпts. 

Sports Ald Foundatlons 
Our participation in this follows а meeting Bil l  and 1 attended in 

London. This was set up to oЬtain funds from industry etc. for al l  
Sports and this year we received grants total ling f:1 ,050 in respect 
of training for potential British Team Members. 

ln the same vein а Royal Commission оп GamЬ/ing is to Ье set 
up and eventually we hope to receive funds from а body, yet to Ье 
пamed, which will in turn receive funds from levies made on 
gamЫing. 

Sandy Murray applied and qualified for а Sir Winston Churchi/1 
Scholarship and was graпted three months training at Raeford 
in the U.S.A. The benefit of that Training was seeп at the Nationals 
and her subsequent selection for the British Women's Team. 

Annual Ralfle 
Profit оп last year's raffle was t2,591 , some Е769 up on last year. 

Bill is looking for а miпimum of t2,800 this year. How about it? !  
Each year 1 ask you to support our Raffle, which as you сап see 

makes а tremendous coпtributioп to our fuпds for the World 
Championships. Please again sell as many books as you сап, it 
is one of the few ways the Ordinary Member сап help HIS 
Associatioп to help him.  

Deposlt Accounts- Bank and Building Society 
Your Bank Deposit Account is currently standiпg at approx. 

f:12,258 and the Building Society Deposit at f:12,700 - а total 
of t24,958. 

Bil l  Paul is still only retaining as much as is needed to ruп the 
day to day accounts of the В.Р.А. in the Current Account and is 
transferring regularly from this to the Deposit Accounts. 

С.А.А. 
An even greater year for Displays has this year meant that the 

С.А.А. has been under consideraЫe pressure and has had to 
work on а "dates of Displays" order for clearance, rather thaп on 
а "receipt of Application Forms" order. This has given а lot of 
cause for worry to Display Teams, but the С.А.А. are suffering 
from undermanning as are mапу other Governmeпtal Depart­
ments апd in their turn have to staff their offices to orders. 

However, Staп Jones of the General Aviation Branch, С.А.А. 
will Ье getting together soon with the В.Р.А. to see what сап Ье 
done to alleviate the proЫems well before the пехt season starts. 
1 met Stan on the fiПal day of the R.W. Nationals at Le•cester which 
he kindly visited with his charming wife and we had а long chat 
over а pint (or two). 1 am sure а conclusioп beпeficial to jumpers 
and the С.А.А. will result from our forthcoming meeting. 

Thanks again С.А.А. and all the Air Traffic Coпtrol lers who 
have helped us perform at Displays and Club level. 

Sports Council 
As 1 have already advised, this year was another one of 

iпcreased Grants from the Sports Council amounting to f:23,834 
for the finaпcial year ending 31st March 1977. 

Broken down, the list of apportionments is as follows: 
Administration f:14,280 
1976 World Championships t5,062 
Coachiпg t4.492 

t23,834 

Without the Sports Couпcil we could not give you an efficient 
organisation such as you поw have. Believe me, if there was no 
В.Р.А. 1 would be very surprised if any sport parachuting was now 
going on in this Couпtry. The Sports Council has given us а 

22 

strong organisation and on your behalf 1 thank those in the Sports 
Council who sympathise with our sport. 

Scottish Sport Parachute Assoclatlon 
Not much iпformatioп has filtered through this year but Bil l  

Paul did atteпd, оп our behalf their A.G.M. last Мау апd from 
this we heard that Tom Dicksoп who has served Scottish Para­
chutiпg so well for so many years haпded over the chair to lап 
Mclennon. 

The S.S.P.A./B.P.A. Membership is now 252. Some of these 
are full Members of В.Р.А. 

1 hope lan Mclennoп will Ье at our A.G.M. and that he сап 
update us оп the year's happenings North of the Border. 

Annual Subscriptions 
А new three-tier system of Membership is being proposed at 

the A.G.M. as laid out iп the Resolution inserted into this Journal. 
1 have already covered this iп the opening section of this Report. 

Council believe it is worth а try and ask you to support the 
proposal. Full Membership fee апd the 4 month Provisional 
Membership fee remain unaltered in price. 

Displays and Display lnsurance 
1 976 was а record year in regard to the number of Displays 

performed. То give you an idea of this the С.А.А. had some 200 
Displays to clear for August alone. 

This year43 teams comprising 187 jumpers used our lnsurance 
cover at f:9 per jumper per year. Remember, there is а rebate of 
50% of the premium if you carry out less than 5 displays in the 
year. 

Purchase of Equlpment 
А further 75 С-9 canopies were purchased to supply 

(unmodified) to Affiliated Clubs at f:40.00 each. We bought а third 
set of Telemeters which now gives us sufficient to run Meets 
without borrowing them. 

Th is year saw the pu rchase of the В. Р .А. Competitions Caravan 
which has been used at our Championships and other Meets. 
lt is fitted out with all the necessary stats. equipment and, most 
important. а radio transceiver which means that we have absolute 
control over aircraft aloft which enables us to speed things up 
during Competitions and also to save flying time (money!) .  

Finally, we havesent В.Р.А. Publicity Posters to over 150 Sports 
Centres in ап effort to push up our Membership. 

Don't forget our Trainiпg Aid Posters which now cover the Bag 
Deployment System. 

Couпcil is curreпtly looking iпto Video equipmeпt and iпto ап 
electroпic scoriпg disc. 

Club Annual Returns 
Response to Bill's request for statistics from Clubs was better 

this year but six Clubs still did not returп them. Please make that 
extra effort C.C.I's апd Club Secretary's, it makes Bill's life that 
much easier if you сап return these as sооп as possible after 
receipt. 

l пformatioп from the Forms we received reveal that 1975 we 
made арргох. 90,000 jumps. The summary produced 
from the Returпs is very much in demaпd Ьу outside orgaп­
isatioпs апd is very often used to the beпefit of the Sport. The 
summary for 1 976 will appear in S.P. early in the New Year. 

Calendar ol Eveпts - 1 977 
February 14th- 16th F.A. I .  (C.I .P.) Аппuаl Meeting, 

Zurich. 
April 
М ау 

М ау 

July 

July 

8th - 1 1th 
1 0th - 1 8th 

21 st-29th 

2nd - 1 0th 

R.N.  & R.M. SPA Meet. 
Army Championships, 

Netheravoп.  
R.W. National Championships 

(veпue to Ье decided) 
S/A Natioпal Championships 

(veпue to Ье decided) 
Last Week Rhine Army Champioпships 
(tentative) Seпnelager. 

Aug/Sept. Dates not yet World R.W. Championships 
received (venue to Ье decided Ьу F.A.I.) 

lпstructors Courses for 1977 are still to Ье finalised апd will Ье 
published in S.P. and al l  Clubs notified in due course. 



Appreclatlons 
1 have already spoken of our Council, S.T.C. and the other Sub­

Committees who worked so hard оп your behalf this year but 
there are several other Organisations whom we must thank for 
their help during 1 976. 

Н. Р. В и/тег Ltd for their sponsorships at the Classic Nationals. 
Fiat for supplying transport and puЫicity for our Team and 
Officials at the World Championships (from the U.K.  to ltaly and 
back). 

Endrust for sponsoring. Jim Crocker's Team to the South 
African R.W. World Cup. Hereford Parachute Club Ltd and 
Hereford А его Cfub for their consideraЫe assistance with staging 
the Classic National Championships at Shobdon. 

Leicester Аего Club Ltd who we had never associated with 
parachuting before, for their great co-operation with the staging 
of our R.W. National Championships at Leicester Airport. 

10th Para Bn. (Т.А. V.R.) lor providing the marquees.and first 
class catering at the R.W. Nationals at Leicester. 

Our Co-opted Members of Council lor а regular turn out- even 
though they have по vote. 

And finally of course 1 would, оп Council's behalf. like to thank 
you, our Members, for supporting our Association. 

ln Concluslon 
The title of this section is somewhat appropriate as it is the last 

time 1 shall Ье writing these Reports. 
Having served оп Council for some 12 years, being Vice-Chair­

man and linally Chairman for the last 5 years 1 feel it is time to 
hand over the gavel. 

There are several reasons for my decision to "retire" from 
office as Chairman and а Council Member. None are at the top 
of the list but all added together make it right in my mind to 
hand over. 

ln any organisation such as this 1 believe it wrong to sit in the 

Chair for too long а period. lt is healthy for such an organisation 
as ours to have а change of tace every so often, even at the top. 

Оп а personal point, 1 am now involved in the start of building 
up of several Companies which is drawing оп my time at an 
i ncreasing rate and 1 сап foresee that in 1977 1 shall Ье travel l ing 
about both at home and overseas which wil l  make it impossiЫe 
for те to efficiently carry out the job as your Chairman; а job 
which deserves а maximum attendance to Council Meetings, if 
possiЫe, much thought and planning prior to а Meeting. 

Coupled with this is the distance 1 live from Leicester and that 
each month it seems that 1 have to devote, more or less, а whole 
day for а Council Meeting and getting back home at between two 
and three o'clock in the morning doesn't exactly make me fresh 
for work the next day. 

However, 1 have enjoyed my time оп Council from the early 
years when the first A.G.M. was held over а pint in the front 
garden of а Pub at Kidlington. The work done оп producing the 
first В.Р.А. Rules and Regulations and the Meetings we held in the 
Officers Mess, at the Duke of York's Barracks in Chelsea. The 
В.Р.А. Olfice moves from their lowly beginning at Lower Belgrave 
Street, London, to Artillery Mansions, London, and finally to your 
splendid offices at Leicester. The lncorporation of the В.Р.А. as а 
Limited Сотраnу was in March 1966, the Memorandum and 
Articles of Association of which 1 had the honour of signing. lt 
was in the same year that we had our first meeting with the 
Sports Council which resulted in the commencement of our 
Grants. All these things 1 am proud to have been involved with and 
am sure that the В.Р.А. will go оп from strength to strength. 

lncidentally 1 am not giving up jumping so 1'11 still see you 
around the Drop Zones. 

Round or Square, Jump with Саге! 

Sincerely, 
LAWRI E  St. JOHN, 

Chairman. 

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
COUNCIL MEETING, THURSDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 1 976 

held at ВРА Offices, Klmberley House, Leicester 

PRESENT 
L. N. Е. St. John 
Р. J. Prior 
W. J. Meacock 
J. L. Thomas 
R. Swainson 
J. Petherbridge 
J. Т. Crocker 

IN ATTENDANCE 
Sqn. 

'
Ldr. W. Paul 

Р. G. Mitchell 

OBSERVERS 
Maior D. Н. Scarfe 
С. Thomas 

- Chairman В. Р.А. 
- Vice Chairman В.Р.А. 

- Sec. Gen. В.Р.А. 

- (Sec. А.Р.А.) 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Major Т. Н. Ridgway М. J. O'Brien 

1 .  В. Wright WO D. Peacock 

The Chairman welcomed and introduced Major D. Н. Scarfe 
(Ret'd.) the recently appointed Secretary, Army Parachute 
Association. 

ltem 39/76 
СОММIТТЕЕ REPORTS 
1 .  Competitions 
а. The meeting received а letter requesting an exemption from 

the requirement that а non-British National has to have been 
а member of the ВРА for at least one year prior to the date of 
the 1976 R.W. National Championships. The exemption was 
not granted. 

Ь. R. W. National Championships - Troph1es There were now 
three events in the R.W. Nat. Champs. but trophies were avail­
aЫe for only two - the Bulmers Salver for the 4-Man 
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Sequential and the Endrust Cup for the now 8-Man evenl. Mr. 
J .  L. Thomas kindly offered to provide а trophy for the 4-Man 
Speed (Novice) event. The Sec. Gen. and М г. Thomas would 
liaise re the purchase and title. 

с. FAI Sporting Licences. ln reply to а written question from 
Mr. М. J. O'Brien asking if it was necessary to continue with 
the requirement that all entrants must Ье in possession of а 
FAI Sporting Licence. the Sec. Gen. quoted from the FAI 
Sporting Codewhich indicated that Sporting Licences should 
Ье used for all National and lnternational Championships. 
lt was agreed to continue the requirement for this year. 
However, the matter would Ье checked with FAI at the next 
Annual Meeting (Feb. 1977). 

2. Safety and Tralning 
а. Mr. Meacock acted as Chairman of the S.T.C. Meeting of 17th 

August (previously distributed) and the following points 
arose: 

Ь. Fatal Accident - Т. Morgan. А report on the fatal accident 
had been received from Mr. Curtis of the Роре Valley Ranch 
Parachute Club, U.S.A. where the accident occurred. Much of 
the report was speculation as the descent had not been 
witnessed. ln essence it had been а streamer malfunction of 
the main сапору followed Ьу а low cutaway. There was по 
evidence to suggest that the Tapewell Сапору Release had or 
had not been а contributing factor. 

с. Additional Seating. The Council received а request for the 
purchase of additional seating and оп а proposal Ьу J. Pether­
bridge seconded Ьу W. J. Meacock it was unanimously agreed 
to purchase 10 additional chairs of the type already in use 
(cost !:3.70 to !:4.00 per chair). 

3. Finance 
а. The Chairman introduced Mr. Peter Mitchell and read а letter 

from Mr. Р. J. Prior outlining Mr. Mitchell's parachuting 
backgrou11d and professional qual ifications as а Chartered 



Accouпtaпt which iп his view made him ideally suitaЫe for 
appoiпtmeпt as Treasurer to the Associatioп. Mr. Mitchell 
expresse_d his will iпgпess to accept апd оп а proposal Ьу 
Mr. J.  L. Thomas secoпded Ьу Mr. J. Т. Crocker was 
uпaпimously appoiпted Treasurer апd а co-opted member 
of Couпcil. The Sec. Gеп. would arraпge the пecessary 
ameпdmeпt to the Вапk Maпdate. 
The Sec. Gеп. reported there was по major chaпge iп the 
Associatioп's fiпaпces, there beiпg some i:ЗО,ООО iп deposit 
апd (870 in the current account. The major expenses involved 
in the World Champioпships i.e. Eпtry Fees, Travel and 
Traiпing at Bergerac would all Ье paid Ьу Bank Transfer from 
the Oeposit Account. 

4. Forward Plannlng 
ln the аЬsепсе of Major Ridgway, the Sec. Gеп. iпformed the 
meetiпg there was пothiпg to report. 

ltem 40/76 
DINNER/DANCE A.G.M. 
The meeting confirmed that а Oinпer/Oaпce Ье held at the Grand 
Hotel Leicester on Friday 7th Jaпuary 1977, the evening 
precediпg the A.G.M. lt was agreed the settiпg-up of а Committee 
was uппecessary апd that arrangements Ье made Ьу the Sec. 
Gеп. who had already provisionally booked the Queen's Hall, 
The Graпd Hotel, Leicester. Mr. Crocker agreed to help with а 
Oisc Jockey contact if this was required. 

ltem 41/76 
PREVIOUS MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 
Miпutes of the meeting of 29th July 1 976 were approved as 
recorded апd distributed. 

Matters Arlslng 
1 .  Radio for Competitions Caravan (34/76- 11). This had Ьееп 
purchased апd iпstalled апd has proved successful. lt was поt 
yet kпоwп if the purchase would qualify for graпt aid. 
2. G.Q. Protector (34/76- 2а). Mr. Prior reported he had writteп 
to the Chairmaп of GQ's апd, iп additioп, had а meetiпg with him. 
Не iп turп would Ье haviпg а meetiпg with the Maпagiпg Oirector. 
The results would Ье reported to the пехt meeting of Couпcil. 
3. Affiliation South Wales Рага Club (35/76- с). As а result of а 
visit to the club Ьу the NCSO the affiliatioп had Ьееп coпfirmed. 
4. Vidвo Таре (36/7 6 - с). The NCSO had the reproductioп to 
British staпdard \аре iп haпd but there was пothiпg further to 
report. 
Mr. Meacock reported that on а demonstration of video at Sibsoп 
Ьу the representativc of а London Company. Depending on cost 
and suitabllity, Sibson, and possiЫy the АРА would Ье consider-

ing purchase. Mr. Meacock agreed to keep ВРА informed so the 
consideration can Ье given to а possiЫe purchase Ьу ВРА. The 
Sec. Gen. would investigate the possibllity of grant aid for such а 
purchase. 
5. Bag Dвployment Systems (36/76 - d) The Sec. Gen. 
produced extracts from Couпcil Meetiпgs of 19 March 1 975 and 
23 April 1 975 which outlined а suggested ВРА subsidy towards 
the cost of expenditure Ьу clubs оп adoptiпg а bag Oeploymeпt 
System. However, the suggested subsidy was linked with the 
proviso that the adoption was made mandatory - this had not 
been done. 
6. ВРА Brochure. The first part supply of the order was to hand 
- samples were distributed. The brochure was now being sent 
out with the club list to al l  enquirers and were availaЫe for 
purchase Ьу cluЬ/teams at the subsidised price of 04р per 
brochure. 
7. Outstanding Loans (36/76- h). 
а. Wвssвx Рага Club. Nothing further to report. 
Ь. Sport Рага Свпtге Grindale. Mr. Crocker reported on action 

now in hand. 
8. Mвmbвrship - Extra Ordinary Counci/ Meeting (8.7.76). The 
Sec. Gen. reported the result to date of his letter to clubs - 20 
clubs had replied and а summary of the replies was given Ьу the 
Sec. Gen. who pointed out that any suggested change in 
membership rates could only Ье introduced if carried as а 
resolution at а General Meeting. 

The meeting agreed to await the result of replies up to the next 
m,eeting when consideration would Ье given as to what action 
would Ье iп the best interest of the Association and, should it Ье 
decided there was а case in favour of introducing а 2 jump 
membership, this would Ье given to the membership as а 
recommeпdation for discussion at the A.G.M. Background 
informatioп would Ье given to members in an insert in the Oec­
ember issue of the Journal. 

ltem 42/76 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Edilors Fee 'Sport Parachutlst'. The meeting considered а case 
for increasing the current Editor's fee (f:SO per issue). А proposal 
Ьу Mr. Prior seconded Ьу Mr. Meacock that the tee Ье increased 
to L75 per issue was unanimously agreed. 

ltem 43/76 
В.Р.А. Caleпdar. А suggestion that а ВРА Calendar Ье intro­
duced was considered. Quotation received gave cost as 56р each 
оп purchasing 1 ,000 or 38р each on 2,000. The meeting agreed 
not to introduce а calendar on the grounds of cost and the 
uncertaiпty of the speculation. 

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
SAFETY AND TRAINING СОММIПЕЕ MEETING, TUESDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 1 976 

held at ВРА Offlces, Kimberley House, Leicester 

PRESENT 
J. Crocker 
С. Shea-Simonds 
А. Oixon 
А. Swainson 
А. Liпley 
J. Meacock 
О. Orton 
J. Hitchen 
L. Thomas 
М. Boltoп 
J. Laiпg 
А. Black 
О. Hickling 
1.  Howell 
Е. Finney 
О. Prince 

OBSERVEftS 
J. Sharples 
W. Sharples 
S. Lear 

Chairman 
NC/SO 
R.E.M.E. 
S.C.P.C. 
В.Р.С. 
Р.Р.С. 
Halfpвnny Gгввп 
c.s.o.c. 
Riggers 
C.S.D. 
А.Р.А. 
E.S. 
P.D.P.C. 
М.Р.С. 
M.S.P.C. 
N. W.P.C. 

М.Р.С. 

R.S.A. 
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Е. Strawsoп 
О. Fisher 
R. Moore 
Р. Padley 
В. Reed 
J. Charles 
J. Curtis 
J. Petherbridge 
J. Lines 
Р. Howell 
S. Oyer 
М. Smith 
Р. Jones 
О. Сох 
J. Fisher 
R. Nicks 
О. Turner 
Р. Hibberd 
т. Bailey 

APOLOGIES 
о. Peacock 
Е. Lewington 

В.Р.С. 
М.Р.С. 

R.E.M.E. 
Р.Р.С. 
Р.Р.С. 

М.Р.С. 

s.s.s.c. 

Halfpenny Gгввп 

M.S.P.C. 



ltem 1 
EXEMPTION ТО ATTEND INSTRUCTORS' COURSE 
Miss В. Reed of РРС requested an exemption from the two years 
rule to attend а Pl Course. This request was supported Ьу J. Mea­
cock, her CCI, and was approved unanimously. 

ltem 2 
FATALIТY REPORT 
WO Laing, as Chairman of the Board of lnquiry, presented his 
report on the fatality at the Eagle Parachute Centre at Ashford on 
4th September. 
The parachutist making his first descent had exited the aircraft, 
and fouled the deploying pilot chute of а sleeve deployed system 
under his right arm. There was no deployment of the reserve 
parachute. The training of the student had been found to Ье satis­
factory. The medical certificate had been forged Ьу an associate 
of the deceased, and it is understood that the police are taking 
action. The Board recommend the use of the bag deployment 
system for iпitial S/L descents. апd strongly advised clubs to 
check оп the autheпticity of medical certificates. STC approved 
thefiпdiпgs of the Board, and А. Black informed the meeting that 
Eagle Parachute Centre were now using the bag deploymeпt 
system. 

ltem 3 
RIGGERS RATINGS 
А request for а riggers ratiпg for А. Sinclair was received. lt was 
agreed that he qualify uпder the new system. 

ltem 4 
RIGGERS QUALIFICATION 
Clarificatioп of riggers qual ificatioп as outliпed iп ltem 2 of the 
STC Meetiпg of 20th July was approved as follows: 
ВРА Chlef Rlggers and Basic Riggers must Ье examlned Ьу two 
current ВРА Chlef Riggers at one of the following permanent 
rigging estaЫishments, not necessarily at the same time.: 

1. Lofty's Loft, Brldllngton; 2. The Chapel Loft, ldmiston; 
3. P.R.F.F.T., Aldershot; 4. R.A.P.C., Bad Lippspringe. 

ltem 5 
PREVIOUS MINUTES AND МАТТЕRS ARISING 
The previous minutes were approved апd the followiпg matters 
were arisiпg : 

' 

ltem 3. А letter from Curt Curtis сопсеrпiпg Tapewell Сапору 
Releases was read to the meetiпg. lt was his opinioп that the 
Tapewells used Ьу Tim Morgaп were поt iп апу way respoпsiЫe 
for his fatal accideпt. 
ltem 7а. А сору of the Board of lnquiry iпto the Leefmans 
iпcident was still awaited Ьу STC: The NC/SO reported that Para­
Fiite had seпt а draft Strato Star lпcideпt Form which he would 
circulate amongst clubs for completioп Ьу those who had eп­
countered Strato Star collapses. 

ltem 6 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
а. О. Ortoп iпformed the meeting of а S/L hang up from the РА 32 

at Наlfреппу Greeп. Luckily the hang up cleared itself quickly, 
but had been caused Ьу lack of control Ьу the instructor of 
both the studeпt апd the static line. The meeting agreed that 
the actioп takeп Ьу О. Orton, the CCI, of remiпdiпg the 
iпstructor coпcerned of his respoпsibllities was sufficieпt. 

Ь. The REME Team reported an uпusual malfuпctioп оп а 
display where the bag had dropped from the coпtaiпer pre­
maturely - the reserve was activated successfully. lt was 
agreed по further actioп was пecessary. 

с. А request Ьу Р. Howell for an Advanced lпstructors Ratiпg, 
supported Ьу J. Crocker апd J. Meacock, was approved 
unaпimously. 

d. The requiremeпt for layiпg dowп а miпimum qual ificatioп for 
night descents was raised Ьу О. Ortoп. After some discussioп 
it was agreed Ьу 9 votes to 2 that the miпimum qual ificatioп Ье 
Category V l l l .  

е .  ltwas reported to the meeting that а case of а forged log book 
had come to light. The log book beloпged to S. Hayes, апd of 
the 78 jumps recorded he admitted that 6 were forged. The log 
book had already Ьееп suitaЫy eпdorsed Ьу О. Ortoп апd the 
meetiпg agreed that al l  clubs should Ье iпformed through 
these minutes. 

Fred Ryland and 8111 Robblns over Land's End photo Ьу Eddie McBride 
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CANOPY R.W. 
Whilst at the U.S. Natioпals at Tahlequah this year, mапу 
skydivers were excited апd eпthused Ьу their first 
glimpses of relative work performed eпtirely below 2 000 
feet. The first two guys to do it, stay hooked up uпtil а 
few feet off the grouпd, апd laпd in the packiпg area 
received applause from а thousaпd people оп the drop 
zопе as jumpers lost iпterest iп their packiпg апd stood 
up to watch. The sight of 36 mап quadra-diamoпds апd 
25 mап christmas star flakes overhead paled iп  iпsigпifi­
caпce compared to this пеw feat of dariпg апd skill 
performed within yards of its audieпce. The expoпents 
were поt, of course, still iп free-fall but merely flying their 
Stratostars in such а way that опе jumper was sittiпg 
fairly апd squarely on the leadiпg edge of the other's 
сапору. The lower jumper flared to laпd which gave а 
сlеап separatioп followed Ьу the high maп's laпdiпg flare. 

lts called Сапору Relative Work, апd it offers а whole 
new dimeпsioп to our sport; for mапу people it briпgs 
some excitemeпt back iпto that boriпg part of the skydive 
- the laпdiпg Ьit. 

What's your reactioп to it? ls it: "that's пеаt, l'm goiпg 
to do that", or "Sport Death! You woп't catch me doiпg 
it," or "we must get some rules together to stop it before 
someoпe gets hurt." Whatever you thiпk. people are 
doiпg it апd discoveriпg that it's fuп, excitiпg, апd 
demaпds а high degree of сапору control. lп the begiп­
пiпgs of free fall relative work some ran the risk of mid 
air "collisioп" Ьу trackiпg towards each other at frighteп­
iпg speeds considering their ignoraпce in the matter of 
stoppiпg. lt is very easy to see parallels of this nature 
between these two kinds of relative work, which remiпd 
опе to keep ап ореп miпd about aпythiпg пеw which at 
first showing appears daпgerous. 

lп fact it looks very easy wheп you see someoпe else 
do it, but wheп you try it yourself you fiпd that it is поt 
so, апd small closiпg speeds appear horrific. You also 
discover how rough your сапору coпtrol has Ьееп! all 
aloпg, because iп aiming for а disc you coпtrolled your 
approach towards опlу ап instaпtaпeous measure of 
success. lп other words, iп gettiпg а D.C. you have опlу 
to Ь е  in the right place when you hit the ground, and until 
you actually do that, errors of many feet or yards are 
toleraЫe. 

То make а сапору hook-up, you must fly iп together 
uпder coпtrol апd theп hook-up; апу crude attempts to 
make sudden swoops and grab hold before you lose your 
сhапсе сап result iп the classic "сапору collisioп" where 
eпtaпglemeпts of various sorts сап lead to loss of 
сапору iпflatioп. The advent of the square сапору has 
really made it all possiЫe because you сап fly опе square 
above aпother without gettiпg iпto the turbuleпt spoilt 
air which above а rouпd сапору causes the higher chute 
to lose lift and drop into the lower, without coпtrol. For 
а Stratostar the spoilt air is out behind it, close to the 
horizoпtal, UD beiпg 2.5 to 1 or whatever. So flying over 
the top апd staпdiпg оп the сапору of your buddy is 
possiЫe, апd iпflatioп of the cells is firm eпough, 
surprisiпgly, to offersome support. lп а way сапору RW is 
more difficult thaп free-fall RW because vertical апd 
horizoпtal movemeпt are not iпdepeпdeпt as they сап 
Ье iп free-fal l ;  if you waпt to go slower horizoпtally оп 
the сапору (Stratostar) you пecessarily must desceпd 
quicker, but if you are too quick iп pulliпg the coпtrols 
dowп, you will flare апd go up relative to your partпer, 
before you come dowп. Also you can get iп the situation 
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where you are both applyiпg more апd more brakes i n  
order to close, апd опе of you, possiЫy above, could still 
dowп iпto the other. lt depeпds оп the sort of hook-up 
you're aimiпg for - if the high persoп is . goiпg to Ье 
alongside the lower апd theп take hold of h1s сапору Ьу 
the froпt of the eпd-cell, рrоЬаЫу at the top of the 
suspeпsioп line, theп this persoп is g.oiпg to have to let go 
of his steeriпg toggle to do . so, wh1ch meaf:'S that both 
caпopies must Ье пеаr full  fl1ght rather thaп 1п brakes, to 
remaiп iп а staЫe hook-up. ln  this form of hook-up the 
top person сап iп itiate а turп where he is оп the iпside 
of it, апd he holds опtо the other сапору which is pulled 
rouпd, Ьу haпd, iп а staЫe maпner. 1 have поt sееп апуопе 
turn the other way successfully ( iпitiated Ьу the lower 
persoп of course, siпce the top maп's steeriпg toggle 
is iпactive) because mап апd сапору seem to bump 
together апd the top сапору surges somewhat, fol lowed 
Ьу iпstabllity. ProЫems with turпiпg see� to Ье avoided 
if  опе persoп sits оп the froпt of the lead1пg edge of the 
other сапору, iп the middle, siпce both parties keep hold 
of their toggles апd turпs are made almost about the same 
vertical axis. 

Апуwау - it's early days yet апd all kiпds of hook-�ps 
will evolve with ways of doiпg them best, апd poss1Ыy 
with parachutes built exclusively for maximum coпtrol 
iп these maпoeuvres. 

After the Natioпals at Tahlequah а lot of people had а 
go at this пеw game back at their оwп drop zoпes. Also 
а lot of people didп't waпt to kпow - quite uпderstaпd-



аЫу too ,  af ter al l  а lo t с ап go wroп g  if yo u're поt 5killed 
iп  thi5 typ e o f  f lyiпg ап d there'5 опlу опе way to acquire 
that 5ki l l !  1 witпe55ed one hair-rai5iп g  iпcideп t which 
occurred at Рор е Valley. Опе guy wa5 tr yiпg to соте 
do wп опtо the top of the other guy' 5  с апору (both 
Str ato5tar 5) but mu5t have o verdoпe hi5 brakiпg becau5e 
he came do wп iпto th e lo wer с ап ору too much апd had 
o ne of hi5 to ggle5 iп such а po5itioп that it go t caught iп 
the top of the twiп br idal l iпe of the lo wer с ап ору . Апуwау ,  
the top guy let5 up оп hi5 to ggle5 to get up ап d o ut o f  the 
lower с ап ору but the to ggle get5 left behiп d 5o mehow, 
6 feet or mo re below him,  caught iп the for k of the br idal 
liпe ап d o bvio u5ly exertiп g а stro пg pu l l  оп the lo wer 
с ап ору , co llap 5iпg it co mpletely. Thi5 made the 5ituatio п 
wor5e, with all the weight of the lo wer guy haп giпg оп опе 
of the top guy'5 toggle5 which o f  co ur5e i5 at lea5t 6 feet 
below hi5 foot. So the top с апору co mmeпce5 а rap id 
5p iralliпg de5ceпt ,  fo lded lo wer сапору ап d jumper 
5uspeп ded below,  go iпg thro ugh 500 feet fast. W hat 
wo uld yo u do iп this 5ituatioп ? Co uld yo u соре? The 
lo wer guy iп thi5 case maae а very coo l  cutaway, had а 
п iс е  SST deplo yment апd laпded а few 5есопd5 later . 
The top man wa5 theп аЫе to regaiп coпtro l. 

lf  yo u waп t  to have а go at с апору r elative wo rk do п't 
n ece55ar ily Ье p ut off Ьу the5e tale5 of other p eople'5 
fo l lie5, have а go . Do п' t a5k ап Advaпced lп5tr uctor ho w 
to do it tho ugh,  becau5e he p ro baЬiy wo п't have dопе апу 
апd the idea o f  с опdопiпg yo ur 5iпful 5elf iп dulgeпce will 
р rоЬаЫу cau5e him to behave iп а mo5t di5co uragiп g  way. 
Yo u co uld of co ur5e have а wo rd with 5o me of the p eop le 
who have dопе 5o me с апору relative wor k ,  if they hарреп 
to Ье aro uпd. lf , ho wever, yo u go iпto the thiпg r aw, а5 
it wer e, THINK abo ut what yo u're go iпg to do to gether , 
ho w yo u'r e  go iпg to do it, ho w yo u expect yo ur с апору 
to behave, all the thing5 that yo u сап imagiпe co uld · go 
wro ng and what yo u wo uld do if they did, апd what yo u'r e  
go iпg to co пtrol  а hoo k-up or break away f ro m  it. Haviпg 
dопе all thi5, ап d as5umiпg that yo u сап co пtro l yo ur 
Strat, yo u wil l  Ье а5 well equipped as аnуопе to do the 
thiпg, af ter all it i5 all too 5ооп to have r ule5, iп5tr ucto r5 
or еvеп 8 mап p atche5. 

МААК M I LLEA 

GRINDALE ОСТОВЕН МЕЕТ 
Thi5 Meet co iпcided with Hallo w' eeп ап d gave u5 ап 

excu5e tp ho ld а Fan cy Dre55 Party оп the Saturday п ight. 
The Meet wa5 а no vice5 ballooп bur5tiп g ап d the 

Exper ieпced lпdividual Accuracy апd а 3 mап Aelative/ 
Accuracy. W ith 75 eп tr aп ts it had the makiпg5 o f  а goo d  
weekeпd. Uпfo rtuпately the weather wasп't а5 kiпd to us 
а5 la5t time but Ao bin Mill5 had hi5 В. J. Worth relly f i lm 
which he 5howed to the delight of mo 5t of the jumper 5. 
The Fапсу Dre55 ho wever оп the Saturday wa5 поt 
marred Ьу weather ап d everyo пe had а great time. lt'5 поt 
true tho ugh that the CCI wear5 the 5ame gear wheп he 
go e5 iп to Bridliпgto n, but it i5 true, wheп duckiпg fo r 
app le5, the who le bo dy mu5t go iпto the bath ! 

Yahoo! Sunday morning, cloud base 5000, оп with the 
Novice ап d lпdividual Accur acy. Chief judge Dоппу 
Gil l ie5 do iпg the dr ifter r u п  with me cursiпg him for поt 
wakeпiпg me. 

1 5t Ao un d co mpleted with 6 disc5 tieiпg fo r 1 st p lace. 

Clo ud base liftiпg 50 оп with the Aelative Accur acy. 15 
team5 o f  3 have eпtered but time апd dark have caught up 
with u5 50 1 chopped the la5t 3 team5 (sorry lad5) to allow 
re-jump5 and lпdividual Accuracy jump off . 2 di5C5 fo r 
jump-off - 2 tie5, АоЬiп Mil l5 ап d ВоЬ Н. АоЬiп ver y 
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5po rtsmaпlike gave it to ВоЬ Н а5, he beiпg la5t mап to 
jump had 2 car s lightiпg up the di5c5; 

Prize5 wer e pre5eпted Ьу Jапе Ho wer 5ki, апd Suпday 
пight drew to а clo5e with aпother showiпg o f  the relly-
5equeп tial5. Bo th 5howiп g5 co llected а to tal of f8.88 to 
Ье doп ated to the British Team 1977. 

Relative/ Accuracy 
' Tho 5e who Stayed' 
Bootle апd Dingle 
Маrооп Mar auder5 
Stop , Cautioп , Go 
W hat' 5 o ur Name 
Kпackered 
Duck Еп d 
Morex 
Bra55 Kat5 
Paraclaп 

RESULTS 

Griп dale Gr aп ny Grop er5 
S.N.A.F.U. 

lndlvldual Accuracy 
lio b Hiatt, Duck End 
А. Mill5, Duck En d 
ВоЬ Hull ,  Duck Еп d 
Matty W i l5on - Ladie5' 

lndlvldual Accuracy- Novlces 
D. Aawliпg5, SPC G rindale 
А. Aigdeп ,  Hull Uп iver5ity 
Р. Ao ughto n  
D. Lu5co m be- Ladie5' 
lndividual Accuracy- lnter 
ВоЬ Burge55, SPC Griпdale 
S. Dya5, А.Е.М.Е. 
Graham Vincent, SPC Gr indale 
J. Aedfearn - Ladie5' 

Points 
500 
562 
349 
307 
463 
500 

2 
389 
355 
1 65 

65 
300 

Position 
1 0  
1 2  

6 
5 
9 

1 0  
1 
8 
7 
3 
2 
4 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

Di5C5- В. W i lso п,  В. Shaw, В. Charter5, В. Hul l ,  В. Hiatt, 
А. Mil ls. 

There must Ье so methiпg iп it wheп al l  tho se 8' 5 got а 
di5c! 

JUM PSUITS 
All standard and flared styles 

Selection of cloths 

Relative suits made to order 

All ideas and styles quoted 

Five sizes and slx colours 

in any comblnation 

Please send for 

your colour brochure to: 

Mrs. J A N E  T H U RGOOD 
6 HALL CLOSE 

STANFORD-LE-HOPE, ESSEX 



NORTH-WEST 
PARACHUTE 

COMPANY 
ТНЕ LOFT, 38 ROGERSFIELD, LANGHO, 

Nr. BLACKBURN, LANCS. 
Telephone 
47964 

VA Т Reg. No. 174 9607 30 Proprietor: 
R. N. Atherton 

Everything Parachuting - Bought and Sold 
Please Ring Evenings Оп/у 

Speclal Sale - NEW 
Strato Star with Snyder Slider, 
Red, Black and а White cell 
Strato Cloud with Snyder Slider, 
Red and Black 
Р.С. Mk. 1 Challenger 
Р.С. Relly. Sunrise 
Pioneer S/SteeraЫe Res. 
lrvin Talisman Res. 
lrvin 1 24's Res. Surplus 
Lightwвight pigs. 
Strato Piglet 1 1 .  Blue Black Trim 
Jump Shop SST. Black Red Trim 
Starlight Red Black Trim 
Standard Relly. 
Std. Fast Back and Рор Тор Red Black Trim 

ЕЗ50 

Е425 
Е260 
Е280 
Е199 
Е140 

Е40 

Е175 
Е125 
Е125 

Ьу Strong Enterprises Е175 
Jerry Bird Gold Blue Trim Е125 
Jerry Bird Red Blue Trim Е150 
North American Mini System Blue Black Trim Е170 
Blue and Gold Trim/Pin. Pack and Harness Е89 
Lightened and Modified Security Pig. 
Sage Green Е60 
G.Q. Dominator complete and ready to Jump 
at pack price Е90 
G.Q. Pathfinder Red and Black - 4 jumps Е160 
All types of pilot chutes, sleeves, pods and 
deployment devices. 
English Paraboots at Е19.00 and French at Е23.50р 
РrоЬаЫу the best stock of Relly 70 and 
ordinary jumpsuits at Е19 to Е25 
Goggles of all types, St. Christof 
Bell and Kangol Helmets. 
Altimaster cheap. 4-line chops, and all the rest 
of the rubblsh, including the 84/12 Syndrome and 
numerous second-hand Ьibs and bobs. 
Sup

.
er cheap for dedicated Relly Worker. Jerry 

- Bird 23ft Sport Tricon with bag in Red and Black 
only Е60. Could Ье rigged with lightweight Pig 
and Tricon about 22 1Ь for Е299. 
Ве looked after Ьу а В.Р.А. lnstructor. 
Buy 11 cheap. 
Prompt personal servlce, lf you rlng after tea. 
Pleased to talk, on your phone Ыll. 
Awaltlng YOUR call. 
Always well almoat. 
То everybody who rang durlng the day, please accept my 
apologles but because 1 glve 11 away 1 have to Work. 

LET US FILL YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
В.Р.А. does not guarantee equipment bought and 
sold through the medium of this journal. Purchasers 
are advised to use the services of approved riggers. 

FOR SALE 

Mk. 1 РС Е200- 3 pln pack and harness complete ESO 
Pal Howell, 42 Henley Street, Alcester, Warwickshire 

Mk. 1 РС ln 3 pin pack and harness complete- E150 
phone Mick Geelan, Seagry 602 

3 unused Paps, 2 Strato Stars. 3 PCs ln mini systems 
phone Sgt. Henderson on 0252-24431 х 2783 or 3437 

С9 7TU ln 84 pack and harness plus reserve Е75 
phone J.  Walters, Glenrothes 753732 

С9 STU in 84 pack and harness Е105 
Reinforced Protector Е95 

phone R. Zisman 01 -589-9975 

Lo-Po 9TU ln 84 pack and harness 1:120 
phone Karen Bateman 01 -336-3559 

РС 1:150- Mlnl System Е100-124 Е60 
phone Kevin Abraham 0274-683236 or 662896 

Рар complete with pack and harness E275-
Para 8ag Е7- St. Christopher Helmet Е12 

Para 8oots Е5 
phone Mrs. Christie, Kirkcaldy 200042 

Stylemaster pack and harness Е85 - 1 24 reserve Е40 
phone Jon Turner 01-751-1132 

TU ln 84 pack and custom harness 
124 in GS Custom contalner- Offers 
N. Godfrey, 4 Westbury Court, Westbury Road, 

Bromley, Kent 

Рар in pack and harness complete Е220 
Hornet, pack and pilot 'chute Е260 

phone Jim Sharples, Bidford оп Avon 8391 w/ends 

PC/Talisman assemЫy complete Е275 
phone Pete Denley, Hucknall 2835 

Security Hog with РТСН 8 and Protector Е350 
phone А. Campbell 031 -447-6017 

WANTED 
Collector requlres Free Fall Palches- all costs 

reimbursed. 
Р. Heims, Till  Corner, Stoke Road, Cobham, Surrey 



SHOBDON ' 77 
3rd ANNUAL ACCURACY МЕЕТ ROUND CANOPY МЕЕТ 

3-MAN TEAMS & I N DIVIDUAL TUs & LLs ONL У !  

4 ROUNDS 3 MAN ТЕАМ & IN DIVIDUAL 

7/8 МАУ 

Practice 
Friday 6th Мау 

3 ROUNDS 1 8/1 9 JUNE 

LEARN ТО SPOT DAY- FRI. 17th JUNE 

OPEN ТО 'В' Cert. HOLDERS AND ABOVE 

Entry Forms and а/1 details of both events from: 
МАС McCARTHY 

C.C.I. HEREFORD PARACHUTE CLUB 
SHOBDON AERODROME, LEOMINSTER, HEREFORD 

Telephone: KINGSLAND 551 

ТНЕ ВРА SHOP /S 
АТ YOUR SER VICE! 

(AII pr1ces include VAT and postage) 

• Various ВРА Badges and Stickers 

• Log Book (1:1 .46) 

• ВРА Poster (55р) 

• ВРА Regulations (1:1.75) 

• Ties (Turquoise, Navy, Brown or Maroon) (i:1 .90) 

• "Sport Parachuting" (2nd Edition) - the complete text book on the 
sport, profuse\y i l lustrated, hard cover -
Ьу Charlвs Shвa-Simonds (i:З. 75) 

• New in  stock - ВРА sweater shirts - fleecy l i ned, sky Ыuе or royal 
Ыuе, а\1 sizes, large or sma\1 ВРА motif (i:5.65) 

~ Price list and order form availaЬ/e from the ВРА Office 
( 10% discount to A ffiliated Clubs оп orders over L20) 
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PARADACTYLS 
PARA-COMMANDERS 
PARA-FOILS 
STRATO-STARS 
23' TRICON ICALS 
26' SUPERSTEERABLES 
M I N I SYSTEMS 
AL TI MASTERS, etc. 
and all  PION EER equ ipment. 

11/ustrated PARACHUTES INC. 
Catalogue (send Е1.00) 

PARA GLIDE LTD. 
2 Churwell Avenue, Heaton Mersey 
Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 ЗОЕ 
061 -432-731 5  
Sole U.K. agents for PIONEER and 
PARACHUTES INC. 

Е 7 tACH COPY 
INCLUDING 
POSTAGE 

Andy Keech has expressed the art. poetry and sheer beauty 
of parachuting as а sport. 150 of his photographs feature within 
the hard covers of а volume that captures the riotous colour 
and excitement of а ttniqнe experience. 
With all the impact of the book. the sensation of SКIES CALL 
is echoed in а selection of posters. Each poster measures 
22"х 1 7," and all fouг together make а glorious display. 

2. 

FLIGHT SAFETY 
BULLETIN 

"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" 

Subscribe Ьу sending f1.50 annual subscription to: 

GENERAL AVIATION SAFETY СОММIТТЕЕ 

33 Church Street, Henley-on-Thames, 
RG9 1SE 

POSТERS 85р ЕАСН, INCLUDING POSTAGE OR 1 SEND ТО: SКIES CALL. DEPT.436, ТНЕ OLD PINES. 
ТНЕ SET OF 1,2,3 AND 4 FOR ONL у f:З EPSOM. SURREY, ENGLAND ICНEQUES МADEPAYABLE TOI PARТINGТONSМIТН) 
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Тhis year 15,000 people are 
goiпg to Ье glad they didп't settle 

forthe same old t2,000 
family salooп. 

You could spend �2,000 
or so on а brand new car and 
drive home in an o1d idea 

Or you could spend 
�2,000 on а brand new car 
and drive home in а new 
idea 

Ours. The Fiat 131 
mirafiori. 

Judged by'Car' magazine to Ье а better car all rouпd thaп the 
Cortina 1600L and the Marina 1 .8 Super. 

Why not go round to your local Fiat dealer and judge for yourself 

llllliffl131 
The Fiat 1 3 1  пшuе starts at �2,026. The 131 1600 Special 4-door illustrated �2,399. 
The 131 1 600 Spe<.:ial Estate illustrated �2,576. Head restr-aints ava:ilaЫe on Special 
versions only at .S:, 1 9.99. Automatic Тt·aлsшission only availaЫe on 1600 cc. шodels. 

1->IiCe�:> иге COiтect at time uГ �oirщ to pп:ss н.n<J inclшle снг t<L'< an<l VAT lщt 
exclude шнnЬег plates,seat belts and deli vегу chaгges. 

Fiat (England) Limited, Great West Road, Brentford, М idcllesex TW8 9DJ. Tel: 01 -568 8822. 
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ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
INDIVIDUAL OR ТЕАМ 

FRENCH PARABOOTS 
STYLE MODEL 

Lightweight pneumatic sole. 

COMPETITION MODEL 

Exactly as Style Model but with thick 
pneumatic sole. 

PROTECTOR 

SteeraЫe Reserve Canopy- White оп/у 

(Modified in accordance with В.Р.А. 
req u i rements).  

JUST ARRIVED from 
AMERICA 

STRATO STARS 

Colour- Freedom 

SSTs 

Low Drag, Lightweight, 
ComfortaЫe, Safest PossiЫe Reserve 
Model. 

НОТ DOGS 

36 in Pilot Chute. 

SPORT PARA SERVICES 

PARA BAGS 

Heavy duty vinyl- dark Ыue- large 
enough for your boots, overalls,  
instruments etc. etc. 

BARIGO AL TIMETERS 

No. 24 specially designed with Sport 
Parachuting i n  mind- includes wrist 
strap. Alternatively mounted on 
plate with stop watch.  

BINDERS 

То take your copies of Sport 
Parachutist and U.S.P.A. Parachutist 
magazines. 

ROD GOGGLES- BUBBLE GOGGLES 

LTD 
EVERYTHING ELSE YOU МА У REQUIRE: 

Jumpsuits 
Gloves 
Helmets 
lndividual Name Tapes 
Ripcords 
Altimaster 1 1  

Presently in stock: 

Pathfinders 
Papillons 
Stratostars 
Thunderbow 
C9s LL and TU 
T1 0s 

DAN POYNTER MANUAL 

ТНЕ Parachutists Manual 

27 FITZROY ROAD, FLEET, HANTS. Fleet (02514) 3793 
Always open 
But after 5.30 p.m. and at weekends please phone ln advance if possiЫe. 

FJSherprint О 


