


BPA CLUBS AND CENTRES
BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION LTD 

FULL TIME CLUBS
Border Venture Parachute Club
Brunton, Nr Alnwick. 
Northumberland

Peterborough Parachute Centre
Sibson Airfie ld. Peterborough

Eagle Sport Parachute Centre
Ashford Airport. Lympne, Kent 
(Hythe 60816)

The Sport Parachute Centre
Grmdale Reid. B rid lington. Yorkshire

R.S.A. Parachute Club
Thruxton Aerodrome. Andover. Hants 
Tel W eyhill 2124

Chief Instructor,
K Noble.
1/2 Quayside, Blyth, 
Northum berland 
Tel 06706 61225 
W J Meacock
(at c lub  address), Sibson A irfie ld 
Tel: Elton 490
A Black
(at c lub  address)

D G illies
(at club address)
Tel 0262-77367
R A Acraman 
(at c lub  address)

WEEK-END CLUBS
British Parachute Club
Headcorn Airfie ld. Headcorn. Kent

Brunei University Skydiving Club
c o Students Union
Brunei University. Uxbridge, M iddx
(Brunei Students only)

Cheshire Parachute Club

Chesterfield Skydiving Club
Netherthorpe. Nr Worksop,
Notts (Temporary)
Dunkeswell International Skydiving 

Centre
Dunkeswell Airfield, Nr Honiton.
Devon
(Tel Luppitt 643)

Edinburgh University Para. Club
Glenrothes Airfie ld, Fite

Halfpenny Green Skydiving Club
Halfpenny Green Aerodrome, 
Bobbmgton, Worcs

Hereford Parachute Club Ltd
Shobdon Aerodrome. Shobdon, 
Leominster, Hereford 
Tel Kmgsland 551
Black Knights Skydiving Centre
Weeton. Nr Blackpool. Lancs 
(Experienced parachutists only)
Lashenden Sport Para Club
Headcorn Airfie ld, Nr Maidstone, 
Kent

Leeds/Bradford Free Fall Club
Leeds/Bradford A irport, Leeds, 
LS19 7TU

Leeds University Free Fall Club
(Leeds Students only)
Lincoln Pathfinders Free Fall Club
Wickenby. Lines

Manchester Free Fall Club
Tilstock D Z . Twenlows Hall Farm, 
Whitchurch. Shropshire

Manchester Parachute Club

Martlesham Heath Para. Club
Martlesham Heath Aerodrome 
Nr Ipswich, Suffolk

Metropolitan Police Parachute Club
Headcorn Airfie ld, Headcorn. Kent
Midland Parachute Centre
The Airfie ld. Bickmarsh. Worcs.

Newcastle University Para. Club
Brunton and Grmdale

North West Para Centre
Cark Airfie ld. Flookburgh,
Nr Grange over Sands. Lancs

Old Warden Flying and Parachute
Group

Duck End Farm, Wilstead. Beds

Paraclan Parachute Club
Glenrothes, Fife
Peak District Parachute Club

Mrs S Stowell
122 Coverts Road, Claygate,
Surrey
The Secretary 
(at c lub  address)

R W Dyson
34 Arundel Avenue, Urmston,
Manchester
Miss J. Wallhead
63 Gypsy Lane, O ld W hittington.
Chesterfield
I. Loutitt
(at club address)

M. J. Cooper
30 Links Place, Burntisland,
Fife, Scotland

J Fisher
41 Cairndhu Drive, Kidderm inster,
Worcs.
Miss S Kunicka 
(at club address)
Tel Kingsland 551 — weekends only 

R Parry
13 Fern Hey. Thornton, Liverpool 23 

A Wheeler
6 Wood Lane, London, SE23 
Tel 01-693 4771 
M. Fisher
54 Wrenbeck Drive 
Otley, Yorkshire 
The Secretary
c/o  The University Union, Leeds 
Miss V Cobb
Llareggub', Gallamore Lane.
M iddle Rasen, Lines 
J Law
148 Heaton Moor Road, Heaton Moor, 
S tockport, Cheshire 
T Bailey
157 Kenyon Lane, Moston. Manchester 10 
Tel 061-681 1740
Mrs L Bennett 
76 G rundisburgh Road 
W oodbridge, Suffolk 
M Bengali
175 Sunningvale Ave . B iggin Hill. Kent 
I D Howell
39 Riley Road. Yardley Wood.
Birm ingham  14
P A Hick
c /o  Students Union,
Kings Walk, Newcastle University 
Tel: Newcastle 28402/3/4 
J D Prince
21 The Coppice. Ingol. Preston. Lancs , 
PR2 30 L
Tel Preston 720848 
D I Waugh
1 Kings Cottages, Stane Street,
Ockley, Surrey

D. C. Payne
37 Cromwell Road, Burntisland, Fife 

D Orton
Notwen', Main Street, Newton Solney, 
Burton-on-Trent, DE15 0SJ

Scottish Parachute Club
Strathalan Castle. Auchterarder 
Perthshire

Scottish Sport Parachute Association

Spread Eagles Parachute Club
Nr Ansty, Dorset

Staffordshire Sport Skydivers
c /o  Stoke-on-Trent Youth and Adult 
Centre, Pump Street, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST4 1NQ

Northumbria Parachute Club
Sunderland A irport, Washington Road, 
Sunderland, Co. Durham
Queen Mary College Skydiving Club

U.C.N.W. Skydiving Club
Shobdon Airfie ld, Hereford 
Tel: Kingsland 551

Vauxhall Skydiving Club

Wessex Parachute Club

Yorkshire F/F Club

M McPherson 
39 B lackford Road, Paisley 
Tel 041 887 6532
D. C. Payne
13 Boswell Drive. K inghorn. Fife 
Denise Allen
295a R ingwood Road, Parkstone, 
Poole. Dorset, BH12 3JL 
The Secretary 
(at c lub  address)

Chief Instructor 
(at c lub  address)
Tel Boldon 7530

Students Union, Queen Mary College, 
M ile End Road, London E1

P. Chenery
UCNW, Bangor, Gwynedd 
North Wales

R Parry
127 Summertree Road,
Ellesmere Port, Cheshire 
J. C. Donovan
The Castle, Donhead St. Andrew, 
Shaftesbury, Dorset 
Tel: Donhead 513
E. Davies
2 M erchants Row,
Scarborough, Yorkshire

SERVICE ASSOCIATION, CLUBS AND TEAMS
Army Parachute Association 

Rhine Army Parachute Association 

R.A.F. Sport Parachute Association 

Parachute Regiment Free Fall Club

Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
Sport Parachute Association

Cyprus Joint Service Adventurous 
Training Centre (CJSATC) 

Intelligence Corps Depot 
Sport Para Club

7 Parachute Regiment R.H.A.
(The Black Knights)

R.E.M.E. Free Fall Team

Royal Green Jackets Parachute Club

22 Special Air Service Parachute Club 

Golden Lions Parachute Club

RAOC Free Fall Display Team
(The Cannonballs)

Netheravon, Wilts.
Tel: Netheravon 201 RAOC Only

Royal Corps of Transport Parachute 
Club

29 Cdo Lt Regt RA
(The Buccaneers F/F Team)

Hong Kong Parachute Club

JS SPA Singapore

Chief Instructor
J.S.P.C., A irfie ld  Camp, Netheravon. 
W iltshire
Captain T E Oxley 
R A P A. Centre. S T.C Sennelager. 
B .F P O  16
Hon. Sec., R.A.F.S.P.A.,
R.A.F. Brize Norton,
Oxon.
M ajor P. O ’Hara
Para Regt Free Fall Team.
Brow ning Bks , A ldershot, Hants 
Tel A ldershot 24431 Ext 2446
The Secreta™, RN&RMSPA. 
Commando Tra in ing Centre RM, 
Lympstone, Exmouth, Devon,
EX8 5AR
Tel Topsham 3781, ext 491 or 
at C lub, Luppit 697

Chief Instructor (CCSPC)
CJSATC, Slim Barracks, BFPO 53 
S. Sgt. R G. W right, Int. Corps ,
The Inte lligence Corps Depot, 
Templar Barracks, Ashford,
Kent, TN23 3HH 
Tel Ashford 25251, Ext 320 
Lt N D Cooke 
7 Parachute Regiment R.H.A 
L ille  Bks , Aldershot, Hants 
Tel Aldershot 24431. Ext 3509 
Capt A C Dixon 
7 M ount View. Church Lane W , 
A ldershot, Hants

CpI. G. L. Douglas 
Regimental Inform ation O ffice 
R.I.T. R.G. Jackets, Rifle Depot, 
Winchester, Hants.

CpI. A. H. McKinnon
Glencorse Barracks, M ilton Bridge,
Penicuik, M idloth ian, Scotland

The Sec.,
Headquarters RAOC Train ing Centre, 
B lackdown Bks., Deepcut, Surrey. 
Tel: B rookw ood 4511, Ext. 524/626

Capt O Hall
65 Sqn RCT, Bu lford Camp. 
Salisbury, W ilts , SP4 9LT
Capt. N Neame, RA
7 Cdo Lt BTY RA
c/o  45 Cdo. Condor, Arbroath.
Angus, Scotland
Captain T M M acartney RCT,
31 Squadron,
The Gurkha Transport Regt .
Sek Kong South Camp. B F P O  1
Captain R A Sampson 
1 RNZIR, NZFPO 5. 
c /o  GPO Singapore
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EDITORIAL
W hat fo llow s was in tended fo r the co rrespondence  co lum n but, 
w ith o u t exercis ing a blue pencil o f censorsh ip , I’ve reproduced it 
as a ‘guest’ ed ito ria l — its message deserves prom inence. It’s 
fa ir to  po in t out tha t fou r o f the fa ta lities  referred to  were serving 
mem bers o f Her M ajesty ’s Forces, as were all the seriously  
in ju re d — perhaps the re ’s a message in that as well.

B lue Skies,
CHARLIE

Looking  back on w hat cou ld  have been some o f the best jum ping  
in years, we find  sorrow  instead o f success, in ju ry  in place of 
in tu ition , and hum bug instead o f h um ility . For the past twelve 
m onths o r so have seen six m em bers o f ou r Associa tion  killed, 
five g rievously  in jured, and many less seriously  damaged. Have 
we learned from  ou r m istakes, do we really rem em ber ou r 
absent friends, and can we pride ourselves on having taken 
p rom pt and effective action to  put m atters righ t?

Alas, no t at all. For many o f us have not even registered th is 
ins id ious ly  w orsen ing  s itua tion, let a lone analysed it. We take 
the easy way ou t and blame a fas t-expand ing  m em bership and 
long, hot spells fo r ou r unacceptab ly  h igh acc iden t rates, and 
that way lies fu rth e r disaster.

We all like parachuting, we like the people and we like the 
atm osphere w ith in  ou r clubs. But rea lly ou r deepest sa tis faction  
com es from  that one jum p in fif ty  tha t is p lanned m eticu lously , 
is com ple ted w ith o u t fau lt, and is la ter recorded w ith  qu ie t 
pride. But we have fo rgo tten  th is, and we have overlooked the 
hard earned and b itte r experience tha t has enabled us to  develop 
such a w e ll-run  sport. The cow boys are back in town.

And I do n ’t mean them , I mean you. And me. We have lost ou r 
se lf-d isc ip line  and look at the results. The unexpected and 
hasty lob, the decis ion to  ignore  tha t d is tan t streamer, 
unchecked docum ents, unrehearsed o r slack reserve d rills , 
unheeded o r stretched regu la tions, and inadequate ly  planned 
and equ ipped demos. We have overlooked the need fo r constant 
and m eticu lous m on ito ring  o f any free fa ll activ ity , but worse, 
we have ne ither the w it to  recognise these fau lts, nor the  personal 
courage to  adm it them.

The fa in t-hearted  may th in k  on ly  o f the good clubs, o f the 
in s tru c to r w hose sk ill and inate a b ility  prov ide  the best decision 
every tim e, and the p ilo t w ho says ‘N o ’, and stays on the ground. 
But the  rest o f us recall dead and c ripp led  friends resu lting  from  
needless risks taken in heady m om ents o f deep, a lbe it sho rt­
lived satis faction .

“ When the Lord made tim e he made lots o f it” , c la im s an old 
Irish proverb. C learly  th is  does not app ly to  us.

MLF BPA 1283

Printed by G. H. Fisher & Sons (Printers) Ltd., Peterborough, PE1 3AU

Cover:
Sunset — pho to  Chris S im pson
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THE DROP 8WW

m m u
..-A 'R E P Q K E  HERE. S A iS IH iA T  
, THE IRISH. HAVE BUILT A  

4 0 -MAN SUPER-SUKBOBST
I DOUGHNUT FLAKE

) j V J e w "

DEMMO SAGA
(or how Not to make money out of a display)

Display Team — To remain anonym ous (6 jum pers) 
D isplay Venue — Bristo l 
A irc ra ft — Cherokee Six at £30 per hour 
Q uoted price fo r D isp lay— £185.

Breakdown of Costs

C ongratu la tions to Mrs. Ann Vaus, w ife o f the National 
Chairm an of the Liberal Party, who in com pany w ith  35 
others raised nearly £5000 fo r C harity. The sponsored firs t 
jum p organised by The Red Devils took place at the end of 
June at Headcorn. pho to  — R ichard Baker

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
21/22 August

10-25 September

2-10 O ctober

25th O ctober— 
6th November 

22-26 November 
8th January 1977

6th Duck End Farm Accuracy 
Meet
W orld Parachute C ham pionships, 
G uidonia, Italy
BPA RW National C ham pionships, 
Leicester

W orld Cup in RW, South A frica 
BPA Instructors Course 4/76 
BPA AGM, Grand Hotel, Leicester

Car hired fo r day to  take ground con tro l party
to Bristo l and back .......................................
F lying tim e from  em plan ing a irfie ld  to d isplay

at B ristol (40 mins) .......................................
F lying time on D isplay (2 5 mins) ...............
A ircra ft landing at Lulsgate A irpo rt

(Landing fee) ...................................................
To co llect jumpers after d isp lay — but as they 

were late tu rn ing  up, takes o ff again and 
returns to em planing a irfie ld.
(F lying tim e 40 m ins) ...........................

Number of furious phone calls made by team 
in e ffo rt to get a irc ra ft to  return again fo r

collection ...................................................
A ircra ft leaves em planing a irfie ld  again, but 

after fueling fac ilities  closed, so has to 
land at B irm ingham  a irport to refuel.
(Landing fee) ...................................................

A ircra ft leaves B irm ingham  A irpo rt fo r Bristol
A irport (F lying tim e 40 mins) ...............

A ircra ft arrives at Lulsgate after dark, landing 
fee — inclusive of n igh t landing fac ilities
(Lights etc.) ...................................................

Flying time from Bristo l back to  B irm ingham
Airport (40 mins) .......................................
Landing fee at B irm ingham  A irport 

H ireo f Mini bus to take team  from  B irm ingham
A irport to em planing a irport ...............

Ordnance Survey 6 "/m ile  Map purchased fo r 
Display (inc lud ing  p o s ta g e ) ...........................

Total :

NETT PROFIT: 44p!

£22.00

£20.00
£12.50

£5.00

£20.00

£1.00

£7.00

£20.00

£37.00

£20.00
£7.00

£ 10.00

£2.56

£184.56

...US1N6 (0 CESSNAS IN SUMMATION.
I I  SAYS THEY BACK1CCPED 

INK? A  4 0  OMAN CAIERHLIAR.'J
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Members of the Cumbria Parachute Club, recently affili­
ated to the BPA, seen with their C172 at Kirkbride, near 
Carlisle. CCI Tony Knight hopes to operate full time from 
the end of August.

□  □  □

I LEARNT ABOUT PARACHUTING FROM T H A T .. .

(W ith no apologies to S im on N o r th . . . see the A pril 
issue o f S port Parachutist)

Perhaps I was too  relaxed? I’m not sure o f my motives. 
But, after a qu ick  g lance at my trusty  altim eter, I came 
in stra ight away, w ith both hands, fo r the handle.

For a few brief seconds I lost s tab ility , then settled back 
into a standard stable spread to await deploym ent.

At 1000ft no th ing  had happened. I was not particu la rly  
worried as, on an earlie r jum p I had experienced a p ilo t 
chute hesitation, resulting in an opening at 600ft.

Looking over my righ t shou lder I saw a piece of white 
material and casually assumed it to  be my p ilo t chutes 
waving in a partia l vacuum. Reassured, I settled back into 
a stable spread, con fiden t tha t all was well.

Passing th rough 500ft w ith the ground becoming 
noticably closer, I suddenly realized that som ething had 
gone wrong. I looked over my shoulder fo r a second time 
and was mesmerised by what I saw — a few inches of the 
lower part o f my sleeved canopy waving in the breeze.

At th is point I put my tra in ing  in to  operation — Flipped 
on my back, le ft hand on reserve, righ t hand on handle 
and pulled. Gave both handles to DZ contro lle r, grasped 
reserve canopy on my rebound o ff the ground and threw 
reserve to one side.

I was lucky — I bounced su ffic ien tly  high enough to 
a llow  line stretch on the reserve.

M. INGLEHEARN

In reply to that upstart C. Lloyd, Esq.
Dear Mr. Lloyd,
It’s qu ite  absoid, 
and much too hard 
to beat the bard, 
at w riting  pomes and such 
else I’ll k ick you in the crutch.
So fo rge t it 
or regret i t ! !
COOKEY RULES O.K.
Any way we Strat p ilo t's  th ink  tha t the P.C. is a load of pap.

□  □  □

“ Once again ‘Carkus C rum peticus’ is seen in level fligh t 
around the Cark in Cartm el area” . (Press report).
He’s back, he’s back, the bird brained tw it,
He’s bought his umpteenth set of kit.
He’s bought a rig not round, but flat.
He’s bought a pisspot fo r a hat.
And soon the skies round Cark w ill ring 
This big black bird upon the wing,
His pla intive cries of ‘C ookey C ookey’,
A ttracting  females needing 'nookey” .
They’ve put clean straw in t ’packing shed,
To rest and breed, is what th e y ’ve said,
His staple diet is V itam in E 
And bacon butties and cups o f tea,
So all you females, no need to lack,
The Cartmel C rum petca tcher’s back.

COOKEY

BPA Instructors’ Course 2/76 at RAF Weston on the Green 
— No, we didn't jump the balloon!

... AND R B P O B M W  THATINIU TW O  WED3ES
WHICH. TRACKED IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS 

, ON THREE CIRCUITS OF THE AIRFIELD /'

jM iz im v o m s B b  x m T  v
A  S E P O R T C O M E F X O M V x

I T '  /  ' l 'j i S r  V'
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Cautionary Tales for Parachutists
> The chief defect of Johnny Jeffs

Lay in his aw ful P.L.F’s 
When came the tim e fo r his firs t leap 
His P.L.F’s were fa r too  weak
Instructor said: “ D on’t get in plane 
Do more fron t ro lls then more again 
Do right and le ft and get the knack 
Must get it r ig h t— or break your back” . . .
A t last Jum p Master said “ Let’s go,
You’ll do your firs t jum p now, and so,
Remember all tha t you ’ve been taught
Your drills , your checks. . . Good luck old spo rt”
The a ircra ft d rills  he did observe,
His arch not bad — enough to serve 
A firs t attem pt on sta tic line . . .
A je rk . . .  in fla ted chute . . . all fine . . .
He quite fo rgo t his county; but s till
Despite his fears, his iron w ill
Had conquered a ll. . . (and all that crap)
He thought him self a splendid chap 
He toggled, “ God I’m goo d ” — all swank 
“ I’ ll do a stand up, what a prank 
I’ ll be a hero, what an egg” !
And that was how Jeffs Broke his leg

M oral:
The moral is: O.K. be bold 
But do as you are damned well to ld 
D on’t try  to be the clever cock 
You’ll on ly fin ish up in dock.

N.W.S.Y
□  □  □

W HO’S ON THE NEXT LIFT?

L ift?  W hat lift?
Not Am erican elevator o r the hum drum  escalator 
But Oh, such an individual sublim ator.
O ur particu lar transport to the stars;
But seldom,
N ight jum ps are few.
O ur stars survive the daylight,
They’re internal, such heart's de ligh t 
Unbelievable, but m ain ly later:
For some of us, M ost? W ho’s to say?
Feel the approaching task, sport, th rill 
Call it what one w ill

This photo of a Wilga was sent by George Phillips, who 
informs us it’s regularly used by Paraclan at Aboyne, 
Deeside, Aberdeen. The other Wilga on the British register 
is sick at Bickmarsh minus its engine.

□  □  □

Overheard by Derek Thorne at RAPA:
Instructor: “ We aim to achieve on th is course: 6 static 

line jumps, 1 three second delay, 4 five second delays 
and 4 ten second delays."

Irish Student: “ I hope I d o n ’t get past five second delays, 
Sor, otherw ise I’ll have to change hands! !"
(What happens when he gets onto fifteens? !!)

□ □ □
Fans of TV’s Adams Family w ill have caught the episode 
recently when Mr. Adams is testing a theory that if one 
jum ped repeatedly from  12,000 feet, each tim e one could 
use a smaller parachute un til one w asn’t needed at all. 
His conclusion was that the last couple  o f inches are still 
proving d ifficu lt!

□ □ □

“ I d o n ’t want this ghastly orange, white and green rig  
again, no r that tatty num ber eight.
Haven’t you got som ething in blue and w h ite? "

Is more than nerve and sinew can be equal to. Still
We do do it and rejoice
That we have it in us
To conquer and unlike the w arrior
Have no aftermath o f gu ilt.
No, our reward is past belief 
A superjoy, transcending grie f 
Sw irling and w h irling  
Earthwards
To be arrested in our flig h t
D a intily  dumped on earth
To our jo y ’s com pletion. Everything SO right.
Now, W hat’s left?
A week's ta lking, re-liv ing and giving 
o f our moments u ltra -liv ing  
To all w ho’ll listen.
Is that all? No, By God!
This w ill never leave us,
Did we but one or thousands.
So, W ho’s on the next lift?
W hat lucky devil?  ?

JEFF ORCHARD
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BUZZ’S CANADIAN COLUMN
In November 1975, the Technical, T ra in ing and Safety 
Com m ittee met to make a thorough review of the CSPA 
Basic Safety Regulations. The Com m ittee apparently felt 
that the present BSR’s were too unw ieldy, fo r most 
part unenforceable, and not in keeping w ith the progress 
w hich our sport and our netw ork of technical personnel 
has made. The C om m ittee fe lt that a stream lin ing was 
necessary, and produced the fo llow ing  as being the bare 
m inim um  requirem ents fo r the safe conduct o f parachute 
descents.

“ These basic regulations define the essential aspects 
necessary, in the course of a parachute jum p, to ensure 
optim um  safety fo r the partic ipant.

The Basic Safety Regulations (BSR's) conta in prim ary 
safety procedures fo r w hich no waivers w ill be granted. 
Any deliberate in fraction o f these regulations w ill subject 
the vio la tor to suspension from  all CSPA privileges.

The CSPA Board o f D irectors, in consulta tion w ith the 
Technical, Tra in ing and Safety Com m ittee, may revise the 
content of the Basic Safety Regulations.

CSPA Insurance Policies are based upon exact com ­
pliance w ith the Regulations conta ined herein.

1. CSPA Members and members of o ther FAI affilia ted 
organizations, engaged in sport parachuting in 
Canada, w ill be fam ilia r w ith , and abide by, the CSPA 
Basic Safety Regulations.

2. Pilots must have a m in im um  of 100 hours as p ilo t in 
comm and of an a irc ra ft p rio r to being perm itted to p ilo t 
an a ircra ft fo r the purpose o f d ropp ing  sport para­
chutists.

3. No person w ill be accepted fo r parachute tra in ing 
unless said person has reached h is /her 16th birthday.

4. All tra in ing  must be conducted by or under the super­
vision o f a CSPA rated instructor.

5. No mem ber w ill make, or attem pt to make, a parachute 
descent unless wearing tw o a irw orthy parachutes 
properly attached to a harness from  exit to the com ­
pletion of the descent, and said member must have 
been tho rough ly  instructed in the characteristics of 
the type(s) of parachutes being used.

6. The a ltitude absolute above the drop zone, at or above 
which the main parachute must be activated is 675 
metres (2,200ft) A.G.L.

7. Members w ill not jum p unless wearing a reserve para­
chute w hich has been aired and packed w ith in  the 
previous 120 days by a qua lified  Rigger.

8. All student parachutists must be accom panied by a 
rated parachute Instructo r during  the com plete 
a ircra ft fligh t, un til such tim e as the student has 
acquired a Self-Supervision Endorsement.

9. No member w ill engage in Intentional Cutaway, Water, 
N ight, Relative W ork, o r E xhib ition Jum ps w ithou t 
being properly endorsed fo r partic ipation.

10. No member w ill a ttem pt o r perform  a parachute 
descent when the surface w ind ve locity exceeds 20 
miles per hour (17.5 knots).

11. When the intended landing, opening or exit po in t is 
w ith in  one m ile horizon ta lly  o f open water, all 
members w ill wear a flo ta tion  device capable o f sup­
porting  the parachutist and h is /her equipm ent.

12. No mem ber w ill make or attem pt to make a parachute 
descent while  under the in fluence of a drug, a lcoholic  
beverage or o ther type o f in toxicant.

13. All sport parachute jum ps w ill be conducted in 
accordance w ith the M in is try  of T ransport Visual 
F light Rules.”

The Com m ittee reduced the num ber of BSRs from  forty 
e ight to th irteen, reclassify ing the others as “ Recom­
mended Safety T ra in ing and Equipm ent Standards or 
Adm in istra tive G u ide lines” , as applicable.

This proposal was presented to the Board of D irectors 
in December, and in view of the drastic change from 
present policy, and the possible ram ifica tions of such a 
change, it was decided not to  im plem ent th is proposal 
until fu rthe r input has been received from  the mem bership 
at large.

A lthough it is d ifficu lt fo r the readers of th is magazine to 
appreciate the extent of the change represented by these 
proposals, as you are not fam ilia r w ith the current CSPA 
Regulations, it is obvious to all that the proposals are 
more notew orthy fo r what they om it, rather than fo r what 
they contain. As w ith the question o f AoDs, there has 
been, and there w ill con tinue to be, a considerable am ount 
of discussion and debate. My com m ent and discussion 
w ill appear in the next issue.

BUZZ.

FLIGHT SAFETY 
BULLETIN

A

‘SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE"

Subscribe by sending £1.50 annual subscription to: 
GENERAL AVIATION SAFETY COMMITTEE

Nettlebed House, Nettlebed, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxford, RG9 5DD

BPA INSTRUCTORS COURSE 4/76 
22-26 NOVEMBER — SIBSON

A pplica tions shou ld  reach the BPA Office  
by 10th November.
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CHAMPIONSHIPS
In June, w hile the rest o f the coun try  was being conned by 
lavish press reports into w atch ing the bu ild -up  to the 
O lym pic Games, at Shobdon, Hereford, THE event of the 
British Sporting Calendar — The B ritish Parachute 
Nationals — was taking place. And w h ile  the antics of 
athletes un like ly even to  find a place in the O lym pic finals 
made headline news in most papers, the in some cases 
w orld-c lass perform ance of B rita in ’s parachutists went 
v irtua lly  unnoticed.

A ltogether 11 teams and 58 com petito rs took part in the 
w eek-long com petition, the largest ever held. Some went 
sim ply fo r the fun and experience o f com peting in a British 
Nationals. Others, many veterans of previous cham pion­
ships, had the ir sights firm ly  set on a place in the British 
squad fo r the W orld C ham pionships being held in Italy in 
September.

For the firs t tim e a com plete  fo re ign parachute team 
took part in a British Nationals, and the e ight jum pers 
from  Dubai, chaperoned by Peter Sherman, showed the ir 
fou r weeks tra in ing in England were w orthw h ile  by taking 
1st and 3rd places in the novices accuracy (includ ing 
four novices ‘discs' fo r scores under five metres), and 
Said Khalifa com ing 17th overall.

Peter Sherman and the UAE Team.

The vast m ajority  of com petito rs  were living in the 
canvas and caravan village tha t had sprung up around the 
a irfie ld. There were basic to ile t and washing fac ilities on 
site w ith the prom ise of showers at a nearby caravan site 
starting on the Monday. But by Sunday n ight the site 
ow ner had w ithdrawn his o ffe r after an anonym ous jum per 
(later identified as an extrem ely clean Red Fred) unknow ­
ing ly  went up there too early). A fter that it was a question 
of e ither staying d irty  all week, o r go ing to the public 
baths in nearby towns.

The meet opened on Saturday w ith a brie fing by 
C harlie (meet d irector) and W oof (chief judge after the last 
m inute non-arriva l o f Franz Lorber). A fter the usual 
pre lim inaries the rest of the day was spent on practice 
jumps, and w ind ing fe llow  com petito rs up w ith tales of 
recent glories.

As it is a W orld C ham pionship  year everyone was 
expecting some impressive scores. In particu la r people 
were looking forw ard to a con tinua tion  o f the tussle 
between Tony U ragallo and D icky Bird at the Peter­
borough meet, and w aiting to see the results of Bob Hull 
and Sandy M urray’s m onths o f intensive tra in ing  in the 
States.

On Sunday the meet began, and we were given a taste 
of th ings to  come w ith C harlie rousing everyone from  the ir 
beds at 5.30 by driv ing up and down the a irfie ld  blasting 
his car horn. It paid o ff w ith people stum bling in to the 
freezing dayligh t to  watch the stream er run, then m aking a 
fran tic  dash to the m anifest area as Annie K illeen — 
m anifester extraord ina ire  — got the firs t lifts  away.

A lthough there should have been a squadron of planes 
w aiting on the tarmac, a series o f last-m inute catastrophes 
had w hittled the num ber down to tw o — the Cherokee 6 
and Shobdon’s 182 — w ith the prom ise of fou r other 
planes later in the week.

Sudbury Flight — the five jump ships.
The plan was simple. Know ing the uncerta in ty of the 

British weather the program m e was to be 4a.m. starts and 
ju m p-till-you -d rop  fin ishes. So as the firs t lifts  got a ir­
borne the judges (Woof, George Shone, BJ, Brian David, 
plus Al M cM illan, Jim  Peth and B iff from  the Rent-a- 
C ripp le  C lub) set up the telem eters to watch the style, 
w hich some people did, and some d idn ’t.

Am ong those who did was John Meacock who issued a 
w arning to w ould-be stealers o f his style crown w ith an 
8.2 sec. The on ly o ther jum per to break 9s in the firs t round 
was Robin M ills. By the end o f the day, after the expected 
break fo r high w inds and low clouds, the second round

9
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Ladies Champ Sandy Murray grabs 40 winks.
But W ednesday dawned c loudy and rainy w ith  no 

jum ping all day. Sighs o f re lief could be heard echoing 
from  tents and caravans as people took the oppo rtun ity  
to  perform  fo rgo tten  de ligh ts like washing, eating, 
d rink ing , sleeping etc.. . .

By Thursday everyone was itch ing  to  go again but low 
cloud forced a delay un til a fter 3 p.m., then it was stra ight 
back into the ind iv idua l accuracy. By the end o f round 5, 
and halfway th rough the com petition , Tony was setting 
a w orld  standard pace w ith five discs ho tly  fo llow ed by 
Bob Hull (after co llec ting  2 cents on his fou rth  jum p) w ith

All round team winners for the third time — Duck End 
Farm 'A’. Robin and 3 Bobs.

The few hours o f good weather on Friday were spent 
com pleting the final tw o rounds of style w ith  John 
securing first place w ith an average tim e o f 8.32 sec. As it 
was the th ird  year in succession he had won the style title  
he became perm anent ow ner of the cup. Scotty took 
second place (8.54 sec. average) w ith Robin M ills th ird  
(8.92). D icky B ird not on ly  took the firs t year style cup 
w ith a 9.78 sec. average, he also managed to come 7th. 
T hroughout the five rounds six com petito rs  broke in to  the 
eight secs, John, Scotty  and Robin plus Bob H iatt and the 
RAFs Paddy Byrne and Ken M applebeck.

In the w om en’s style com petition  Jackie Smith took 
firs t prize fo llow ed by Sally Sm ith, Sandy M urray and 
Chris M cG uire — last year’s firs t year style w inner.

Saturday’s met was as usual bad, w ith rain and cloud 
forecast, but C harlie  was determ ined to com plete the

Relaxed Scotty . .  . Harassed Doughie . .  .

was v irtua lly  com plete, w ith the exception of five rejumps, 
w ith John ho ld ing  onto his lead, and S cotty  m oving into 
second place after an 8.1 second jump.

M onday’s c loudy weather parted long enough to 
com plete three rounds of team accuracy w ith Duck End, 
Para Regt. and the tw o Peterborough teams figh ting  fo r 
the three top positions.

Tuesday, and the long-awaited ind iv idua l accuracy 
began w ith nine people co llec ting  discs in the firs t round. 
When jum ping fina lly  had to stop at 10.15p.m. because of 
bad ligh t Bob Hull, Tony U ragallo and Robin M ills were 
leading w ith three discs each, w ith  D icky seem ingly ou t of 
the running after co llec ting  1.58 on his firs t jum p.

A fter hurried ly  packing everyone craw led in to  the bar 
fo ra  qu ick  d rink then fe ll in to  bed w ith  the te rrify ing  pros­
pect of being turfed ou t again on ly a few hours later.

Cheerful Annie . . .  Pensive John

Scotty, Bob King and Steve Eversfield all w ith  a to ta l o f 
less than 50 cents.

The com petition moved im m ediate ly in to the 6th round. 
As usual everyone stopped to watch as T ony ’s red strat 
made an approach over the pit, but instead o f the usual 
congratu la tions there was stunned silence. C aught ou t by 
a d rop in the w ind Tony dropped short and added a 
devastating 10 metres to  his score. A lthough he put in a 
protest the w inds were checked on the record ing anono- 
meter and the zap stood. That one slip  became all the more 
trag ic when in the fina l round he co llected his 9th disc.
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Reginald Bosanquet with the medal winners.

whole meet and before 7a.m. the w inds died enough to 
move on to the 8th round o f accuracy.

Bob Hull made no m istake and walked o ff w ith another 
clean disc, along w ith  Robin, Scotty  and Bob H iatt who 
had moved into 6th position. Steve’s 0.12 and Bob K ing ’s 
0.05 kept them near the top  w ith  no room fo r anyone to 
make a mistake.

With tension m ounting it was stra igh t on to round 9 w ith 
the positions staying the same as Bob Hull, Robin and 
Steve took discs w hile  S co tty  decided to live dangerously 
by scoring 0.37.

The last round, and to a trem endous cheer Bob Hull 
made a perfect approach fo r another clean disc and the 
title. Scotty took his e igh th  d isc and second place, Robin 
took his ninth d isc and was th ird  w ith Steve and Bob King's 
discs leaving them 4th and 5th. In the women's com ­
petition Sandy pushed Jackie in to second place (Sandy 
14th, Jackie 15th overall) and Sally Sm ith th ird . O ut of the 
500 descents made in the ind iv idua l accuracy com ­
petition, 100 were discs w ith  47 being scored by the top  six 
men and two women.

W ith the cloud base com ing lower every m inute the last 
round of the team accuracy got under way and w ith ten 
teams gone and cloud base righ t down Peterborough ‘A ’ 
(John Meacock, Jackie, Tony and G erry McCauley) 
asked fo r perm ission to take tw o passes instead o f the fu ll 
team stack. The last-m inute ob jection  to the plan from  the 
Peterborough ‘B’ team was eventually removed to 
mum bled . . o r never darken S ibson’s doo r again. . 
com m ents from  John and the com petition  closed 
complete.

Out of more than 1050 jum ps made during  the week 
there were fou r mals, three provided by Fred Ryland on 
his C loud, the other by Sue Lear, whose week it was not as

she had to  retire from  the com petition  after hurting  her 
leg. Jim  Coffey, Paul S laughter and C hris M cG uire jo ined 
her in the ranks o f tem porarily  invalided after awkward 
landings but managed to continue.

Sunday’s prizegiving was preceded by a buffe t lunch 
where the guests cou ld  be recognised as the people w ith 
on ly  one plate of food, and a dem onstra tion jum p by 
Charlie, Woof, Scotty (men's overall cham p) and Sandy 
(ladies' overall cham p) braving the tent topp ling  winds.

In spite of his average ind iv idua l accuracy score of 0.00 
Bob Hull's style score put him out of the B ritish squad w ith 
the fina l team com pris ing  Scotty, Robin, Ken Mapplebeck, 
Bob H. Bob K, and D icky Bird (after John M eacock who 
had come second overall dropped out).

The women were left b iting  the ir nails as the com p com ­
m ittee tried to decide how many should go to the W orld 
meet. F inally Sandy, Jackie, Sally, Jane Waugh and Chris 
M cG uire were on the team.

As w ith every com petition  there are a m ultitude of 
people to thank.
•  The Panel o f Judges fo r being stom ped on in the pit, 
b linded by the sun, and mesmerised by the ca lcu la tions 
fo rfin a l placings.
•  The hardw orking team o f the tw o A nn ie ’s as mani- 
festers and Jim and H ilary as statistic ians.
•  Everyone from  Hereford Parachute C lub, particu la rly  
Paddy Mulvey who not on ly  took the brunt o f everyone’s 
Irish jokes but worked all hours solving everyone's 
problems.
•  The team of p ilots, who once they were in the ir planes 
just kept fly ing.
•  Reginald Bosanquet— on loan from  News at Ten.
•  Lerch fo r brigh ten ing  the week up w ith a sky-streak.
•  Bulm ers fo r the ir generous sponsorship.

photos: John Sudbury and Dave Waterman words: Anne Fussell
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS RESULTS
Helmet 
No. Name Club

INDIVIDUAL ACCURACY

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. Total Av. Pos.
1 Grierson SSPA 4.11 2.97 10.00 10.00 10.00 1.23 2.21 6.95 0.89 10.00 58.36 5.84 44
2 Fox NWPC 1.58 3.61 5.45 10.00 10.00 3.57 4.99 1.36 2.49 5.88 48.93 4.89 41
4 Ryland HPC 10.00 0.72 0.35 2.40 1.24 1.52 4.20 2.47 5.10 3.80 31.80 3.18 30
5(W) Sharpies, W. HPC 10.00 7.90 0.89 10.00 0.75 3.34 10.00 4.92 3.57 9.29 60.66 6.07 46
6 Charlton NPC 0.00 0.60 8.87 1.64 0.72 2.81 1.32 0.00 0.00 6.00 21.96 2.20 24
7 Jackson NPC 10.00 10.00 2.00 6.08 10.00 1.47 1.31 5.49 0.13 1.37 47.85 4.78 39
8 Peakin NPC 0.38 7.54 1.69 10.00 2.16 1.95 1.42 0.20 1.24 1.77 28.35 2.83 26
9 Wood NPC 10.00 2.87 10.00 0.63 2.07 4.46 5.92 1.79 10.00 2.53 50.27 5.03 43

10 Eltringham NPC 0.91 0 00 10.00 5.64 0.00 0.77 1.38 10.00 9.15 1.54 39.39 3.94 35
11 Shaw NWPC 2.14 1.66 3.87 10.00 7.37 8.25 0.65 8.58 3.39 2.43 48.37 4.83 40
12 Slaughter MPPC 1.91 1.95 3.44 1.71 0.00 4.54 1.44 1.97 5.67 2.34 24.71 2.50 25
13(W) Murray, S. NWPC 0.09 0.35 0.40 0.39 0.00 0.00 0.57 0.16 4.43 0.74 7.13 0.71 14
14 Prince NWPC 0.48 1.02 0.82 0.06 2.93 1.73 2.92 10.00 10.00 10.00 39.96 4.00 37
15 Waterhouse BVPC 8.77 5.35 10.00 1.83 4.39 10.00 0.53 6.88 2.39 10.00 60.14 6.01 45
16 Peacock RAFSPA 2.08 1.75 0.50 0.98 0.00 0.47 10.00 1.69 0.13 1.67 19.27 1.93 22
17 Bennett RAFSPA 2.73 10.00 0 00 3.45 1.54 1.42 10.00 0.02 0.73 1.71 31.60 3.16 29
18 Byrne RAFSPA 1.26 4.25 2.30 0.00 4.74 4.71 5.78 10.00 2.80 3.06 38.90 3.89 33
19 Mapplebeck RAFSPA 1.46 0.52 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.52 0.09 0.00 0.57 3.16 0.32 10
20(W) Smith, S. DEFPG 1.67 1.30 1.41 1.60 0.07 0.43 0.95 2.24 0.14 1.39 11.20 1.12 18
21 (W) Leader, L. DEFPG 1.30 3.01 10 00 1.85 2.79 0.86 2.40 3.61 3.17 10.00 38 99 3.90 34
22 Layton DEFPG 1.23 0.32 0.00 0.47 0.27 1 49 1.57 1.30 0.62 0.00 7.27 0.73 15
23 King DEFPG 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.40 0.00 0.63 0.03 0.05 0.13 0.00 1.26 0.13 5
24 Hiatt DEFPG 1.30 0.00 0.00 0.55 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.23 2.14 0.21 6
25 Hull DEFPG 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 1
26 Mann HPC 6.76 4.36 1.18 3.49 2.09 1.63 2.79 1 38 1.90 2.97 28.55 2.86 27
27 (W) Smith, J. PRFFT 4.72 0.75 0.17 0.00 0.00 1.87 0.00 0.00 2.29 0.06 9.86 0.99 16
28 Milne PRFFT 0.15 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.37 0.00 0.52 0.05 2
29 Bird PRFFT 1.58 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.00 0.00 1.23 0.00 2.87 0.29 9
30 W right PRFFT 0.12 1.36 0.06 0.20 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.41 0.00 0.05 2.20 0.22 7
31 Cotfey PRFFT 0.00 1.14 0.00 0.21 0.00 0.13 0.01 0.12 1.47 0.29 3.37 0.34 11
32 Eversfield PRFFT 0.00 0.26 0.16 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.12 0.41 0.00 1.01 0.10 4
33 McGuire PPC 0.00 0.00 2.90 3.88 0.33 0.51 1.83 0.83 1.15 10.00 21.43 2.14 23
34(W) McGuire, C. PPC 4.13 9.20 3.26 0.58 0.29 0.99 0.51 5.17 7.69 1.06 32.88 3.29 32
35 McCauley PPC 0.09 0.14 0.39 1.73 0.06 0.36 0.38 0.15 1.05 0.00 4.35 0.43 12
36(W) Rixon, T. PPC 1.14 2.31 3.51 1.36 2.18 4.57 7.40 3.78 5.39 0 63 32 27 3.23 31
37 Meacock PPC 0.00 0.52 0.24 0.29 0.00 0.50 0.00 0.19 0 22 0.29 2.25 0.22 7
38 Uragallo PPC 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10.00 1.00 17
39 McPherson SSPA 0.57 6.43 1.64 0.70 1.66 2.29 1.39 10.00 1.62 2.43 28.73 2.87 28
40 Fisher LBFFC 8.45 10.00 10.00 0.09 0.26 1.16 1.18 2.00 6.17 0.48 39.79 3.98 36
41 Cullum PPC 0.56 0.00 0.93 3.22 0.00 0.00 1.03 0.12 0.96 0.12 6.94 0.69 13
42(W) Waugh, J. DEFPG 0.30 0.48 3.29 0.24 1.05 2.90 1.41 1.34 0.17 4.66 15.84 1.58 21
43 Khalifa Dubai 2.56 0.83 0.00 0.54 1.39 2.27 0.77 2.35 1.26 0.98 12.95 1.29 19
48 Meshen Dubai 5.91 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 7.50 0.63 0.71 6.46 0.00 61.21 6.12 47
49 Yuosuf Dubai 3.07 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 93.07 9.31 52
50 Salim Dubai 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 8.97 0.00 10.00 9.57 10.00 10.00 88.54 8.85 51
51 Robinson Dubai 0.08 1.90 0.00 0.19 0.36 9.75 0.58 0.16 0.53 1.02 14.57 1.46 20
52(W) McClean, A. DEFPG 3.70 0.00 6.25 6.95 7.07 9.64 8.54 2.29 2.41 2.21 49.06 4.91 42
53 Geelan RAFSPA 6 37 8.15 10.00 0.14 1.24 1.04 0.62 10.00 2.35 0.85 40.76 4.08 38
54(W) Lear, S. RSA 4.70 10.00 5.65 4.55 2 95 9.00 10.00 10.00 3.27 10.00 70.12 7.01 48
55 Mills DEFPG 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.61 0.00 0.00 0 00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.61 0 06 3
56 Learch SSPA 2.34 10.00 1.50 9.20 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 83.04 8.30 50
57(W) Gentile, P. SSPA 10.00 10.00 10.00 5.36 4.90 10.00 10.00 9.08 3.87 9.45 82.66 8 27 49

71
72
73
74
75
76
77

Simmonds
Wright
Misnid
Murad
Rashid
Masser
Rennie

PPC
NWPC
Dubai
Dubai
Dubai
Dubai
SSPA

25.00 
10.35

1.70
3.07

12.60
25.00
25.00

NOVICES ACCURACY
17.62 23.92 10.21 25.00
25.00 5.48 16.62 4.98
25.00 25.00 3.42 25.00 
17.34 5.50 3.23 25.00 
23.24 7.50 12.91 18.77
25.00 21.26 5.00 7.53
25.00 12.14 25.00 25.00

25.00 
18.38 
17.81
8.81
8.36
8.38

25.00

126.75
80.91
97.93
62.95
83.38
92.17

137.14

21.12
13.47
16.32
10.49
13.90
15.36
22.86

6
2
5
1
3
4 
7

• HELMET NUMBERS 3, 44-47. 58-70 NOT ALLOCATED

OVERALL MEN'S CHAMPION 
2nd 
3rd

S. Milne 
J. Meacock 
R. Mills

OVERALL LADIES' CHAMPION 
2nd 
3rd

S. Murray 
J. Smith 
S. Smith

OVERALL TEAM WINNERS 
2nd 
3rd

Duck End Farm 
Parachute Regiment 
Peterborough A’

MEN S STYLE CHAMPION 
2nd 
3rd

J. Meacock 
S. Milne 
R. Mills

LADIES' STYLE CHAMPION 
2nd 
3rd

MEN S ACCURACY CHAMPION 
2nd 
3rd

J. Smith 
S. Smith 
S. Murray

R. Hull 
S. Milne 
R. Mills

TEAM ACCURACY WINNERS 
2nd 
3rd

FIRST YEAR STYLE WINNER

Duck End Farm 
Parachute Regiment 
Peterborough A'

D. Bird

NOVICES CHAMPION 
2nd 
3rd

Ahmad Murad 
B. Wright 
Obeid Rashid
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IN D IV IDUA L STYLE

Helmet 
No. Name Club 1. 2.

Jumps 
3. 4. 5. Total Av. Pos.

2 Fox NWPC 12.6 11.8 11.4 11.9 11.9 59.6 11.92 21
5(W) Sharpies, W. HPC 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 80.0 16.0 34

11 Shaw NWPC 14.6 14.6 14.1 14.2 14.5 72.0 14.4 29
12 Slaughter MPPC 12.1 13.8 11.4 10.9 12.1 60.3 12.06 22
13(W) Murray, S. NWPC 10.8 11.2 11.0 10.4 11.5 54.9 10.98 18
14 Prince NWPC 12.6 13.2 12.8 12.4 13.5 64.5 12.9 24
15 Waterhouse BVPC 16.0 14.1 16.0 16.0 16.0 78.1 15.62 32
16 Peacock RAFSPA 9.2 9.0 10.2 9.7 9.5 47.6 9.52 5
17 Bennett RAFSPA 9.9 9.9 10.1 10.7 9.7 50.3 10.06 9
18 Byrne RAFSPA 16.0 8.9 8.7 9.3 9.0 51.9 10.38 13
19 Mapplebeck RAFSPA 9.5 8.6 9.8 9.6 9.3 46.8 9.36 4
20(W) Smith, S. DEFPG 11.8 10.4 10.2 10.8 10.4 53.6 10.72 17
22 Layton DEFPG 9.8 11.3 9.5 10.4 10.6 51.6 10.32 12
23 King DEFPG 10.1 9.2 9.6 10.0 10.3 49.2 9.84 8
24 Hiatt DEFPG 10.1 10.0 8.9 9.3 9.9 48.2 9.64 6
25 Hull DEFPG 11.3 10.6 10.1 10.0 10.2 52.2 10.44 14
27 (W) Smith, J. PRFFT 10.6 10.0 10.9 10.2 11.3 53.0 10.6 15
28 Milne PRFFT 9.1 8.1 8.4 8.7 8.4 42.7 8.54 2
29 Bird PRFFT 9.7 9.9 9.3 10.6 9.4 48.9 9.78 7
30 Wright PRFFT 9.5 9.3 10.8 9.6 11.7 50.9 10.18 10
31 Coffey PRFFT 12.1 11.2 12.0 10.5 9.9 55.7 11.14 19
32 Eversfield PRFFT 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 13.6 77.6 15.52 31
33 McGuire PPC 13.2 11.7 14.9 12.0 16.0 67.8 13.56 26
34 (W) McGuire, G. PPC 12.2 13.2 10.2 11.5 10.2 57.3 11.46 20
35 McCauley PPC 10.7 10.2 10.1 11.2 11.2 53.4 10 68 16
36(W) Rixon, T. PPC 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16 0 80.0 16.0 34
37 Meacock PPC 8.2 8.3 8.9 8.0 8.2 41.6 8.32 1
38 Uragallo PPC 10.3 10.6 10.0 10.3 9.9 51.1 10.22 11
39 McPherson SSPA 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16 0 80 0 16.00 34
40 Fisher LBFFC 14.2 16.0 14.7 16.0 16.0 76.9 15.38 29
41 Cullum PPC 14.8 16.0 14.2 16.0 16.0 77.0 15.40 30
42(W) Waugh, J. DEFPG 10.3 12.8 16.0 10.4 11.4 60.9 12.18 23
43 Khalifa Dubai 16.0 14.7 16.0 16.0 16.0 78.7 15.74 33
50 Salim Dubai 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 80.0 16.00 34
51 Robinson Dubai 12.6 16.0 12.8 11.9 11.3 64.6 12.92 25
52(W) McClean, A. DEFPG 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 80.0 16.0 34
53 Geelan RAFSPA 16.0 16.0 13.4 13.6 11.9 70.9 14.18 28
55 Mills DEFPG 8.8 8.5 9.0 8.8 9.5 44.6 8.92 3
57 (W) Gentile, P. SSPA 13.1 12.7 12.5 16.0 16.0 70.3 14.06 27

PARA-COMMANDERS 
HORNETS and

OTHER CANOPIES

Wide range of free-fall 
equipment in stock

Fully illustrated PARACHUTES 
INC CATALOGUE (send £1.00)

PARA GLIDE LTD.
2. Churwell Avenue, Heaton Mersey 
Stockport, Cheshire SK4 3QE 
061 43 2  73 15
S ole  U K ag en ts  fo r P IO N E E R  and  
P A R A C H U T E S  IN C

Team

Duck End 'A' 

Parachute Regiment 

Peterborough 'A' 

Peterborough 'B' 

R.A.F.S.P.A. 

Northumbria 

Pernod Girls 

N.W.P.C.

Scotland

U.A.E.

Not Sure Yet

TEAM ACCURACY

Average
Name Score
King 0.00
Hiatt 0.21
Hull 0.02
Mills 0.11
Milne 0.41
Bird 0.02
Wright 0.26
Coffey 0.27
Meacock 0.40
McCauley 1.66
Uragallo 0.01
Smith 0.31
McGuire, C. 0.83
McGuire, R. 0.58
Culium 0.53
Slaughter 1.56
Peacock 0.81
Mapplebeck 2 64
Bennett 1.82
Geelan 2.04
Charlton 4.00
Peakin 1.18
Eltringham 1.47
W ood/Jackson 3.38
Smith 0.78
Leader 2.06
Waugh 3.28
McClean 5.98
Fox 3.34
Murray 0.34
Shaw/Fisher/ I 3.91

Prince I 8.55
Grierson 3.94
Waterhouse 8 39
McPherson 4 60
Gentile 5.10
Khalifa 2.88
Meshen 5.94
Yousuf 6.33
Salim 10.00
Lear 8.66
Mann 6 15
Ryland 5.28
Sharpies 6.00

Average Position

0.08

0.24

0.59

0.87

1.82

2.50

3.02

4.03

5.50

6.28

6.52

10

6th ANNUAL CHARLES WELLS 
ACCURACY M EET  
UUCK END FARM

(3 MAN TEAMS & INDIVIDUAL) 
SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
21-22 AUGUST, 1976

(Practice — 20th August 1976) 
Entry forms and details from

Lesley Leader
128 Worsted Green, Merstham, Surrey

p h o n e : M e rs th a m  3265
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It came as an awful shock to learn of the death 
of Tim Morgan as a result o f a parachuting accident 
in C aliforn ia. The loss of such a young and vital 
personality w ill be keenly fe lt by all who knew him 
in the sport. T im  was an excellent relative worker, a 
member of the 1975 British 10 Man Team, and an 
absolute ly natural accuracy jum per, (the above 
photograph show ing him achieving success at the 
1975 Duck End Meet). But apart from this, he was an 
alive and energetic mem ber of the BPA C ouncil, 
and his orig ina l and im aginative fla ir in th is field 
w ill be remembered fo r a long tim e to come. T im ’s 
quiet though tfu l manner, his sincere belief in BPA 
and his efforts on our behalf, and, above all, his deep 
love for the sport w ill all be sorely missed. All our 
heartfe lt sym pathy is extended to his Mother and 
Father, brother Brian and Beth in th is most d ifficu lt 
time.

Tim , all our thanks fo r everyth ing you have done 
fo r us.

CHARLIE

THE 2nd ANNUAL 
SHOBDON MEET

The second annual Shobdon accuracy meet, sponsored 
by the Oakleigh Group o f Companies, saw a doub ling  of 
the num ber of com petito rs o v e rth e firs t meet in 1975. This 
was in spite of a feeling that the num ber of rounds, three, 
was not enough to be w orthw hile .

This feeling was partly borne out by the fact that, as at the 
Sibson meet a fo rtn ig h t before, a jum p o ff had to be held 
to decide the w inner. And as at S ibson Tony Uragallo 
was among those taking part in the ju m p -o ff — but th is 
time, w ith  fou r DCs in a row, he won. Second was Robin 
Mills, only tw o centis behind and th ird  was Gerry 
McCauley, w ith an uncharacteris tic  46 centis on the 
jum p off.

Local jum per Dave Howerski was out to  repeat his 
success at the Dunkeswell meet and near success at the 
Army meet, but w ith a S trat still not balanced after being 
shortlined he could manage on ly  1.50 over the three 
jumps.

The meet had started w ith an air o f crisis, as seems to 
have become the trad ition , th is  tim e w ith a hassle about 
a ircraft. The Cherokee 6, due to fly  in on the Saturday 
m orning, had had to  be cancelled because o f an un­
realistic demand fo r guaranteed incom e from  the meet. 
This was replaced at the last m inute by the RAPA Islander 
and fo r this the thanks of all must go to Tom  Oxley.

With the Islander and the Shobdon-based 182, the meet 
got under way on the Saturday m orning. A stand down 
had to be called fa irly  soon after the k ick off, however, but 
in spite of th is delay, because of h igh w inds, by the 
evening all the teams had jum ped two rounds and some 
had com pleted the ir th ird  and fina l round.

George Jackson presents Jackie, Tony and Dane with the 
silver.

High point of the meet fo r at least one person was Joe 
Kunicki's mal on his Russian PC after yet another o f his 
home mods. He went on to land in the p it on his T ri-C on. 
Incidenta lly these tw o chutes have since been stolen from  
his car in B irm ingham  — so keep an eye out fo r them just 
in case they turn up on your DZ.

The meet was com pleted on the Sunday m orn ing using 
the 182 and a Piper Seneca that turned up fo r the Sunday’s 
jum ping. But the Sunday m orn ing  jum ps had little  effect 
on the final top three placings.

14



The tw o a ircra ft went on to be used fo r a nine man 
attem pt but due to fo rm ating  problem s th is had to  be 
aborted.

The meet was d irected and organised, as last year, by 
Les M elhuish w ith  Paddy Mulvey, who organised the 
sponsorship, p rovid ing valuable assistance. Charlie, as 
usual, was in attendance to give advice and assistance 
wherever needed and Mac M acCarthy, who recently took 
over as CCI of the new fu lltim e  centre at Shobdon, was 
ch ie f judge.

Special thanks must o f course go to George Jackson 
and the Oakleigh Group o f Companies fo r sponsoring 
the meet, Tom Oxley and RAPA fo r the a ircra ft, Les and 
Paddy fo r organising it, C harlie  fo r his help, all the 
judges, recorders and gofers and all the jum pers fo r 
com ing and m aking it such a happy event.

SIMON ASTBURY

RESULTS
Final “Top Ten” Individual Positions

1 Tony Uragallo 0.00 6 Dane Kenny 0.44
2 Robin M ills 0.02 7 Jackie  Sm ith 0.75
3 G erry M cCauley 0.46 8 S. C harlton 1.49
4 Bob King 0.10 9 Dave Howerski 1.50
5 Bob Hiatt 0.12 10 Eddie M cBride 1.84

Final Team Positions
1 Duck End ‘A ’ 0.22
2 Sym biosis 1.19
3 Peterborough 9.73
4 North East Load Show 13.53
5 Hereford Stum pers 14.33
6 Peterborough United 17.09
7 Peak Freaks 18.30
8 W ings 20.46
9 B a llyco lgan Bog T ro tte rs 28.76

10 Crackle, Pop and C rum pet 36.11
11 H it and Miss 38.70
12 T ranspennine Togg le  Touchers 38.72
13 A nth ing  But 40.11
14 M icky Mouse Mob 41.31
15 Paraffin Lamps 41.61
16 Bad Pub lic ity 41.89
17 C entaur 43.16
18 Easy, Meaty, T h ick  and Greasy 44.68
19 Duck End 'B' 47.40
20 Ball Bags 48.03
21 Tw o H its and a Miss 49.16
22 Lost and Found 57.39
23 The D rop Outs 59.84
24 Bits and PCs 62.47
25 The H um phries 63.12
26 Black and W hite M instre ls 65.93
27 Oddz and Sodz 69.71
28 Rag, Tag and Bobta il 74.72

Final Places— Individual Ladies
1 Jackie Sm ith
2 T racy R ixon
3 M ary D ow ling

EACH COPY 
INCLUDING 
POSTAGE

Andy Keech has expressed the art, poetry and sheer beauty 
of parachuting as a sport. 150 of his photographs feature within 
the hard covers of a volume that captures the riotous colour 
and excitement of a unique experience.
With all the impact of the book, the sensation of SKIES CALL 
is echoed in a selection of posters. Each poster measures 
22”xl7,” and all four together make a glorious display.

1. “CHINOOK”

DHCTTD C 85P EACH, INCLUDING POSTAGE OR 
1  E i l V a  THE SET OF 1,2,3 AND 4 FOR ONLY £3

SEND TO: SKIES CALL, DEPT.436, THE OLD PINES,
EPSOM, SURREY, ENGLAND (CHEQUES m a d e  PAYABLE TO I. PARTINGTON SMITH)
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THE ARMY MEET ’76
The ’76 Arm y Meet was held in appalling weather cond i­
tions from 10-19 May at Netheravon.

Most of the accuracy jum ps were com pleted in m arginal 
w ind cond itions w ith the ram air canopies show ing the 
way. Except fo r the Red Freds and one or two others most 
Strat. owners had very little  experience on them . I should 
th ink next years results m ight cause a few raised eye 
brows.

22 SAS Regt. under the expert tu ition  o f Geordie 
Charlton, had bad luck not to  take a couple  of trophies 
from  the Freds and it goes to show just what expert 
coaching can do (round canopies too). Except fo r style, 
the events were not com pleted, but generally reflected the 
standard and true w inners. The 4 man sequential d id not 
even get o ff the ground but if the 4 man speed is anyth ing 
to go by some teams better get w ork ing  fo r tha t w ill be the 
relative event next year.

The weather of course conducts the play and mood of 
the meet, how everthe com petito rs dance at the end of the 
meet went down well and put everyone in a hung over 
frame of m ind fo r the prize g iv ing on Wednesday the 19th. 
The presentation was made by Maj. General Lyon who 
had done his home w ork on the sport.

Our thanks go to A ir Traff ic C ontro l at Netheravon and 
Boscombe; to the p ilo ts M ajor G. C. Stacey, Capt. 
Ironside, F lt/L t. Paul Tym inski, Charles Shea-Simonds, 
W ing Com m ander Jenkins, F lt/L t. Bob Osborne; to the 
judges— w ould you believe Capt. M ike Turner, Mr. Brian 
David, Sgt. Dave Jones (RAF), Charles Shea-Sim onds and 
the helpers.

J. LAING

STATISTICS
No of competitors
No. o f Teams .............
No. of style entrants .............
No. of Novice entrants

RESULTS
Individual accuracy only 3 rounds completed.

1. CpI. Milne 
2 CpI. Bird 
3. Sgt. Jackie Smith 

(TA Uragallo

Team accuracy— 3 rounds only completed.

96
15 
35
16

Total Score cm
00.02 
00.21 
00.48 
00 06)

1. 2. 3. Total
1. 2 Para CpI. Milne 00.00 00.00 00.00

CpI. Wright 00.05 00.56 00.49
CpI. Bird 00.08 04.74 00.00 6.32
Pte. Coffee 00.10 00.30 00.00

2. 'B' Sqn. Rymer 01.46 00 00 00.15
McGill 00.27 00.47 00.76
Ellis 00.38 01.01 01.08 7.29
Howerski 01.66 00.05 00.00

3. JSPC Netheravon 31.75
4. JSPC Lippspringe 34.45
Style

CpI. Milne 10.5 9.5 8.9 1st
CpI. Bird 10.3 9.1 10.8 2nd
Sgt. J. Smith 11.4 10.7 12.4 3rd
(TA Uragallo 13.3 10.00 9.2)

Speed Relative Army Time
2 Para 1st 31.2
'B' Sqn. 2nd 35.5
3 Para 3rd

Scratch

Novice

CpI. Bell 
Sgt. J. Smith 
F/Officer Allison Jones 

(TA) Uragallo

CpI. Turner

Total 30.7

R. Signals

NORTH-WEST 
PARACHUTE 
COMPANY
THE LOFT, 38 ROGERSFIELD, LANGHO,
Nr. BLACKBURN, LANCS. te le p h o n e  47964
VAT Reg No. 174 9607 30 
Prop: R. N Atherton

EVERYTHING PARACHUTING BOUGHT & SOLD 
ANYTHING SUPPLIED —
MOST THINGS IN STOCK
STOP PRESS
Strato-stars w ith  Snyder S lider available from  stock — 
co lours Red, W hite & Blue; and Green, G old & White,

only £399.00
Stra to -c louds in sho rtly  about £525.00
NEW EQUIPMENT
North Am erican M in i-System  in B lue Black Trim , and 
m atching reserve tray.
S trong Fastback W edge in Red Black T rim , and m atch ing 
reserve tray. £185.50
Pioneer Jerry B ird in Dark Red Dark B lue Trim , and 
m atching reserve tray £198.50
Strong Starlite  Tandum , Red Black T rim , fo r R /W  P C. or 
S tarlite  canopies £155.00
Strong Starlite  Tandum , Blue Black Trim , fo r S tra to-star

£184.99
Style type 3-p in in Blue G old Trim  and m atch ing reserve 
tray, sp lit saddle harness co m fo rt pads, snap e jectors, 
h igh D's, e lastic openers, etc., by Elvin £129.00
As above in Red Black Trim  £129.00
Relly type long 3 pin in B lack Red T rim  as above, P and 
Harness on ly £79.00
North Am erican M ini System Reserve tray. Red Black 
Trim  £54.64
P C. Mk. 1 C a lifo rn ian  C hurch W indow  £280.24
Am erican Pap. Falcon £280.24
Relly P C Blue W hite S tab ilise r £268.58
Irvin Talisman Reserves £119.00
Pioneer T ricon Reserves £182.49
Pioneer Super Steerable Reserves £237.29
M.A.I. & Hot Dog P ilot chutes, G rabbers, Sq. Tops and 
40" H igh Drag.
Sleeves Pods Bags Slags & Diapers. French & English 
Paraboots.
Jum psuits Thin, Thick, Style, Relly, o ff the shelf o r made to 
measure.
G oggles by Boogie, R.O.D., Bubble Portia & Foster G rant. 
St. C hris tof Crash Helm ets in Red, W hite or Blue

Still only £12.00
Altim asters, 4 -L ine Chops, Risers o f all types, Bridal 
cords o f all types, A n ti-s lum ps, Retainer lines, K icker 
plates. Docum ent holders, Para-bags, Am erican R ipcords 
of all types, etc., etc., etc.
AS NEW BARGAINS
T.S.E. Pack harness & reserve tray  Black Red Trim  sp lit 
saddle, high D ’s, snap e jectors, rubber openers £100.00 
P C. Mk. 1 50 jum ps, ye llow  £210.00
Pioneer 32ft Lo-Po T.U. 45 jum ps. Todays cost £350.00

£175.00
G.Q D om inator Red Black Tail, about 50 jum ps, com ple te  
w ith  owners m anual and o rig ina l pack & harness £150.00 
SURPLUS EQUIPM ENT
B4/12, C.9 LL, Free Fall assemblies, Tw in  drogues 
com plete & R.T.J. £151.52
1.24, Reserves in co tton  Pack, Ready to  Jum p £69:00 
B4/12, Packs & harnesses £32.68
B4/12, P. & H. w ith  h igh D rings I I/2  shots & extended 
pack £44.83
C.9 LL canopies £72.99
1.24 Reserve canopies £50.00
Prompt Personal Service — Let us fill your requirements
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THE SCOTTISH PARACHUTE CLUB
S.P.C. , S trathallan A irfie ld , Auchterarder, Perthshire is 
where you ’ll find us. If you ’re cru is ing  th rough  the Scottish 
countryside looking fo r us the firs t th ing  yo u ’ll notice is 
the tail o f a Com et A ir line r tow ering  over a hedge. Big deal 
you may say — there m ust be a m onster a irfie ld  lurk ing 
behind those trees. W rong again — as you ’ll see as you 
round the corner and ease you r lim ousine over the 
bumps to the hardstanding in fron t of the build ings. It’s a 
small grass strip, w ith  a lo t of trees round it. The Comet 
was flow n in to jo in  the S trathallan C o llection  o f vintage 
a ircra ft (the p ilo t le ft one set o f undercarriage wheels on 
the perim eter fence as he eased it in!) Am ongst the other 
a ircra ft are a Lancaster, H urricane, M osquito and a 
Hudson bomber. A really ta tty  Rapide arrived recently — 
perhaps in years to  com e it m ight be the last one to be used 
fo r ju m p ing— who knows?

We have a really good jum psh ip  set up — would you 
believe tw o Cessna 207’s? T hey ’re both available all the 
time, which means we have the ab ility  to  put a ten 
man load in the air, a lthough the Scottish record stands at 
an e ight man so far!

S tudent tra in ing  goes on th roughou t the year. It’s a 
sm allish D.Z. and students rap id ly  become adept at e ither 
canopy handling o r river fo rd ing , tree c lim b ing , hedge 
crossing and ou t-runn ing  bulls! As they progress, they are 
lured in tw o d irections, w ith John Kemley preaching the 
gospel o f style and accuracy, w ith the relly workers 
exerting a coun te r influence. We are fortunate in having 
John, a previous National Cham pion, who gives up much 
of his tim e to coaching and organis ing com petitions. His 
unique approach under a w hite P.C. swaying and surg ing  
in to  the p it w ith uncanny accuracy is a fam ilia r sight.

C.C.I. these days is the hard w ork ing  B iff Burn, an RW 
veteran, now  back jum ping again fo llow ing  a cripp ling  
opening under a para plane. U nfortunate ly, his return to

the RW scene co inc ided w ith Al M acm illan ’s departure 
from  it, due to  a broken arm and d islocated shoulder after 
a bum py landing. O ur o ther regular instructors are Tony 
Smith and David McPherson.

We’ve got a lo t of g irl jum pers and even a fou r g irl team 
practising. No one knows exactly what they ’re practis ing 
(possibly a fo u rg ir l moon fo rB if f ’s 1,000th jum p), but they 
(and we) certa in ly  get a lo t of laughs out of it.

Quite a few Yanks jum p here, im parting the ir quaint 
custom s — such as d rink ing  root beer on the D.Z.: An 
apoplectic ins truc to r had to be reassured that it ’s quite 
non-a lcoholic. A fte r one zap o ff the a irfie ld  a couple 
returned: “ Hey, we just found the neatest packing area 
over beyond the trees in the park” . . . .  Sorry you r Lord­
ship, your croquet lawn w ill not be violated again.

S tratostars are beginning to make the ir appearance up 
here. On a recent jum p the brakeline loop on a strat 
slipped right over the steering togg le  and up the steering 
line, producing a most in teresting mal. Kenny Davidson, 
on his firs t ram air jum p, w ould be interested to know of 
any explanation fo r th is — So w ould I — it was my r ig ! !

Despite rum ours to the contrary, the w eather’s no 
worse up here than anywhere e lse— a lthough w e’re th in k ­
ing of making fifty  view ings o f “ Masters o f the Sky" a 
qua lifica tion  fo ra  ‘D ’ Licence. It can get a bit ch illy  in the 
w in te r— We’ve recorded -26 ° C at a ltitude so fa r th is year.

If you v is it us there is p lenty o f accom m odation in the 
village, the beer’s good (although the pubs close at ten), 
there ’s a disco nearly every Saturday n igh t and the natives 
aren’t too hostile.

The phone num ber is Auchterarder 2545 or 2572. Why 
not come and jo in  us, and try  fo r your SCR up here?

MARK BENTINCK, D835.

THE BPA SHOP IS
AT YOUR SERVICE!

(A ll prices inc lude V A T  and postage)

•  Various BPA Badges and Stickers
•  Log Book (£1.35) •  BPA Poster (55p)

• Ties (Blue, Brown or Maroon (£1.62) • BPA Regulations (£1.75)
• “ Sport Parachuting” (2nd Edition)— the complete text book on the 

sport, profusely illustrated, hard cover— 
by Charles Shea-Simonds (£3.75)

• New in stock— BPA sweater sh irts— fleecy lined, sky blue or 
royal blue, all sizes, large or small BPA motif (£4.68)

Price list and order form available from the BPA Office
(10%  d is c o u n t to  A ff i l ia te d  C lu b s  on  o rd e rs  o ve r £20 )
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BIG JAKE S SPRING IDYLL
The Vernal Equinox passes and Big Jake stirs from  his 
w in te r’s sleep. The days are getting longer, the spring 
sun is coaxing the crocuses from  the soil and B.J. is 
bursting fo r his firs t crap in six months.

“ Lowe” says he, "We gotta get m oving again. Up north 
th is time. See what them Scotch pricks is up to behind 
the ir Tartan Barrie r.” B .J ’s sudden whim s are well known 
to  many of you readers and there is no gainsaying them. 
Better to  let the crazy barstid get it out of his system. So 
north it is.

Voice and Tits, beloved o f B.J. and lusted after by many 
thousand of t it w orshippers, is at hand to tend to B.J. 
after his h ibernation when his appetites and demands are 
many, varied and occasiona lly  dow nrigh t peculiar. She 
agrees to  the odyssey and packs her rollers.

B.J’s plan is to hum p up the emm six at one hundred em 
pee a itch w ith me driv ing  and him and V and T keeping a 
look out fo r the fuzz from  the back of the van. Leastways 
that is his bespoke reason fo r tap ing over the rear view 
m irro r and I know  better than to argue w ith B.J. but plead 
w ith him not to set up a resonance that w ill cause all fou r 
wheels to fly  offa the van at junc tion  six.

We set course fo r Achterordure, home of the Jocks 
Para C lub at dead of n igh t w ith  our one candlepow er 
headlamp gutte ring  feebly but fla ring  now and again as a 
moth flies in to a fie ry  doom. By shop opening tim e we are 
at Fingals Kafe in A chterordure  ready to consum e a hearty 
breakfast. The journey up to  the dee zed w ill take on ly 
m inutes so we’re to ld  by the fun loving local hatchet men. 
B .J’s request fo r haggis sandw iches is met in itia lly  by a 
stony silence which is eventually broken by a cryp tic  
instruction  from  old Fingal to : “ Away and cuddle yer 
humph ya Sassenach nya ff!” *B.J. recognis ing a joke 
against h im self takes it in good sp irit and after smashing a 
plate glass d isplay cabinet legs it to  the van w ith o ld Eff in 
close pursuit.

We drive in the d irec tion  given fo r the dee zed along 
country lanes m eandering th rough  small h ills ; the air 
filled  w ith birdsong and redolent of cow shit. As we get 
nearer, unm istakable signs of a dee zed become 
apparent: mushed up d rifte rs ly ing in the fields, m is­
cellaneous rusted ripcords, k icker plates, a pair o f false 
teeth, assorted rings, discarded knickers and some dried 
bones ra ttling in a tattered harness high in an olde oake 
tree.

The dee zed is famed fo r its big jum pships but we are 
unprepared fo r how big. We drive in to find  ourselves in 
the m iddle of the Scottish Republican A ir Force (S.R.A.F.) 
all armed up and ready to go, all po in ting  south — singles, 
tw ins and big fou r engined jobs — w ith th istle  decals and 
o ily  leeks as a gesture to the Plaid brethren.

The word is ou t tha t th is is a re lly dee zed so we expect 
to see vigorous young guys stru tting  around in baggy 
jum psuits, but it is more like a convalescent centre fo r 
geriatrics. The Cee Cee I is a crazy old guy who slouches 
around wearing sunglasses and a truss, m uttering 
garbled oaths under his breath w ith one hand and tw eak­
ing the g irls ’ bums w ith the other. Another amazing case 
sits rocking in a cha ir by the snack bar door crooning 
qu ie tly  to himself and sometim es g igg ling  at the flies. This 
guy has been jum ping since the Guardian Angel days and 
is still at it. He is the on ly  ins truc to r in the coun try  to get a 
dispensation from the Bee Pee Ae fo r a male nurse to go 
up in the plane w ith him to hold the sta tic line since the 
o ldste r’s arms got too trem bly to do the job  effective ly 
(hold the static line that is).

Before we can jum p we get our testim onia ls checked; 
they take down our particu la rs and have a look at ou r 
credentials, especially V and T ’s and we get a severe 
lecture on No Poaching. The landow ner it seems takes 
stern objection to people knocking  o ff his rabbits, salmon, 
deer and dairy cows fo r the cam psite stewpot, but he does 
not give a stuff about frogs. Thus, frog poaching has been 
developed locally to  a high art by the protein starved 
natives. A French bird has provided num erous recipes 
fo r the frog stom pers to fo llow .

The firs t we are aware o f th is is when a line up of fou r 
firs t jum p students is w aiting to be checked. Their 
ins tructo r wanders up casually tearing at the cooked 
remains of a puddock on the end of a bayonet. "Youse 
craws ull huv tae w ait t ill A ’ve fin ished ma brekfuss” he 
states calm ly, c runch ing  th rough  a bone. The students 
s ilently  observe th is perform ance on ly  betraying the ir 
inner tension when an earsp litting  fart from  the instructor 
causes the ir helmets to pop o ff in all d irections. One hap­
less wretch pulls his reserve in a convulsive reflex action 
and gets sent home m inus his tw enty quid course fee but 
plus a demented glare to his eye tha t takes a fo rtn igh t to 
wear off.

B. J . is keen to lob ou t o f one o f the superannuated jum p­
ships. They are checking out a Hudson that looks like it 
last flew  at Arnhem (in to  the ground that is). By in tro ­
ducing V and T to Captain Nebulous the p ilo t an accord 
is rap id ly  established w h ich  results in the three of us 
getting booked in to  the firs t lift. N ineteen guys crow d in, 
the Pratt & W hitneys roar and we are ro lling west along 
runway two eight. A t twelve hunderd feet the harm onics 
go s ligh tly  askew due to what is laughing ly termed an 
engine fa ilure and the Hudson does a sw ift barrel roll. 
You ever seen nineteen guys glued to the floo r of a 
Hudson?. . . especially when one of them is Voice and 
Tits. I register the horrified expressions, the d roopy gee 
laden eyelids, V and T ’s knockers stretched to waist level, 
Capt. N. shrunk to dw arf size in the jockey seat, then 
suddenly it’s over. We roll ou t at three hunderd feet above 
a panicked herd o f sheep then c lim b  safely to  jum p 
altitude.

Some of our Jock colleagues are jum p ing  in kilts. 
Doing style in a k ilt is said to be h igh ly therapeutic fo r 
jum per and televiewer alike. The rush of a ir in a backloop 
has been known to resonate up th rough  certa in jum pers 
to produce a C m inor note w hich has been heard in Inver­
ness where the superstitious locals though t is to be the 
Voice of God. The k ilt jum pers are reputed to be addicted 
to th is type of activ ity. The ir sporrans conta in their 
kn icknacks w hich makes fo r troub le  free jum ping, but 
watch when you open your purse. There is also more to 
get hold of in re lly w ork w hich makes fo r easier docking 
and keeps the tear ducts well lubricated.

The scheme is fo r tw o passes at twelve grand. The 
geria tric  cases are to go firs t in case the reduced oxygen 
knocks them out and the hard assed younger set w ill go 
second. (B.J. has found some o f the latter to be h igh ly 
impressionable. He gives them a load of sh it about how to 
fly  like a bird you gotta th ink  like a bird. So he tells them 
about J. L. Seagull and makes the po in t that even in the 
lightest breeze a seagull flock sits po in ting  in to w ind w ith 
nary a deviant among them. This he suggests should be 
emulated by the young hotshot guys w ho really want to 
learn to fly. They take it all in and in no tim e there are 
groups surrep titiously  fo rm ing  round the target area all 
po in ting  into w ind and find ing  it uncom m only d ifficu lt to
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G lo b e tro ttin g  S a lly  C ressw ell sent this e xce llen t R ay H a ra  p ho to  of an 18 person fo rm atio n  over the  G u lc h . T h e  four girls  
on the  load  are at the po in ts , S a lly  on  the  right.

com m unicate w ith each o ther out the sides o f the ir 
m ouths w ith eyeballs pivoted to fu ll peripheral stretch.)

The male nurse in fu ll jum p kit helps the heretofore 
m entioned o ldster to the door and brusquely pushes him 
out all a-fla il like a creaky old 3-D  w indm ill. The Cee Cee I 
tries to pin him but loses con tro l at the w rong m om ent and 
fills  his jum pboots w ith s trangely hued adrenalin. This 
unbalances him w ho is a lready unhinged and the net 
result is no link, a low  pull w o rthy  of you r scribe and a 
squelchy landing that showers bystanders w ith atom ised 
droplets of aforesaid adrenalin whose odour is as peculiar 
as its appearance.

The hard assed youngsters fare better but only m arg in­
a lly so. V and T goes base fo r them  and they all want to  get 
down inside her cleavage inv iting ly  displayed by her 
decolle te amber jum psuit. The result is a head banging 
co llis ion  that sends five o f them careering o ff to  all 
compass points and leaves the way clear fo r B.J. to  slide 
easily down and in to a perfect dock. I fo llow  k ick ing 
fu rious ly  in my usual illus trious fashion and just make it 
three by break o ff height. We open and floa t down serene 
in the surrounding  tu rm o il o f confusion  and intemperate 
language.

B.J. opens the debrie f as ta c tfu lly  as he know how: 
“ I though t youse barstids was pund its” states he. “J.L.
----- pig coulda done better than that. You wanna stick to
style and accuracy and w ith a b itta  luck you ’ll all fin ish up 
w ith  you r heads up each others assholes yelling fo r more 
light. A day old shitehawk ch ick  coulda flow n better than 
the lotta you put theg ithe r. . .” and so on in th is rich vein 
of com passion and human understanding.

The locals take it better than you m ight expect at firs t 
but as B.J. develops his them e the hackles start to  rise until 
w ith hysterical squeals and rebel yells out come the 
claym ores from  under the peat and it looks like the Battle 
of Auchentoshan all over again.

It is V and T who saves the day w ith haughty and 
m atron ly demeanor: ‘‘Lay offa each other you id io tic  
bunch o f ----- ts ” she enunciates th rough tig h t lips, eye­
balls flashing and tits bouncing  as she strides forward 
into the throng around B.J. w ho is in the act of producing 
his bowie knife to  defend him self. "It's  five m inutes from 
closing tim e !” she roars above the tum u lt and like magic 
the weapons vanish, k it is hurled in to  cars and everybody 
is steam ing o ff at near lightspeeds down to the village 
boozer, leaving on ly the disconsola te  Cee Cee I to wander
round p icking up the  litte r and w ondering why th e ------- he
ever took the job  in the firs t place.

B.J. makes up his quarrel in the pub and gets so pissed 
he has to be carried to the van fo r the journey south. This 
leaves V and T to share the driv ing home and vent her 
frustra tion  by g iv ing the tw o fingers to every m otoris t we 
pass. In the dark it doesn’t matter much and leaves me 
free to reflect fo r the umpteenth hundred tim e why I ever 
got m ixed up w ith a ratbag like B.J. in the firs t p la ce . . .

’ AUTHORS NOTE: G laisters Com pendium  o f Abusive  
Terms regards th is ep ithe t as an attempt, usually success­
ful, to confuse the rec ip ien t as to the precise nature o f the 
ins truction  given but to leave him  in little  doub t as to the 
unlikeliness o f its execution due to p rim a rily  anatom ical 
reasons. L PULLER
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
COUNCIL MEETING, THURSDAY 3rd JUNE, 1976 

held at Kimberley House, Leicester

PRESENT
L. N. E. St. Jo h n — Chairman 
J. T. C rocker 
D. Waterman
D. Peacock 
M. J. O 'Brien 
R. Swainson 
J. L. Thom as
E. Lew ington
I. B. W right (co-opted)

IN ATTENDANCE
Sqn. Ldr. W. Pau l— Sec-Gen BPA 
G. C. P. Shea-S im onds— NC/SO BPA

OBSERVERS
J. N orris and C. Thom as

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
T. J. M organ M ajor T. H. R idgway
B. M organ Capt. A. D ixon
P. J. P rio r G. B. Shone
W. J. M eacock J. Petherbridge

Item 29/76
SUB CO M M ITTEE REPORTS
1. Competitions (M inutes o f 25th May) Mr. O ’Brien, Chairm an 
Comp. SC ou tlined  the m inutes as pub lished. C ounc il accepted 
and ratified  the m inutes and ruled on the fo llo w in g  po in ts :
a. Altitude for Individual — Team Accuracy. Item 20 /76— 4.2b of 

C ounc il M inutes 27th A pril was referred to and since the 
sub ject was already a llow ed fo r in the N ational C ham pionsh ip  
Rules it was unan im ously agreed on a proposal by Mr. 
Thomas seconded by Mr. O ’Brien tha t the change o f the Rules 
called fo r in the previous m inutes was unnecessary and that 
the Rules remain as p reviously published..

b. Selection of Ladies (Individual and/or Team) for World 
Championships. The Comp. SC was au thorised to, at its 
m eeting im m edia te ly fo llo w in g  the N ational Cham pionsh ips, 
select ind iv idua ls o r team fo r the Ladies' Events acco rd ing  
to  the standard d isp layed at the N ational Cham pionsh ips.

c. Venue for Team Training. There had been a suggestion that 
the arrangem ents a lready made fo r T ra in ing  to be done at 
Castelsarrasin be changed in favour o f Chalon w here the team 
w ou ld  be welcom e w ith  its own a irc ra ft. The general view was 
that there was little  to  be gained financ ia lly  from  tak ing  our 
own a irc ra ft and in the event o f anyth ing  go ing  w rong w ith  it
— th is  cou ld  prove costly . C onsiderab le  assistance had been 
given by the French Parachute Federation and it may not help 
relations w ith  them to  com e up w ith  changes at th is  late stage. 
It was agreed that the m atter be le ft w ith  the Com p. SC.

d. Novice Event — National Championships. The Sec-Gen 
reported that the w inner o f the Novice event 1975 had sub­
m itted an en try  fo r the Novice Event 1976. There was a view 
that a w inner o f the N ational Novice Event shou ld  be ine lig ib le  
fo r any fu tu re  N ational Novice Event but there was no th ing  to 
th is  e ffect w ritten  in to  the rules. It was agreed that the entry 
be accepted fo r th is  year but that the Com ps. SC take 
account of th is  when d ra fting  rules fo r fu tu re  N ational Novice 
Events.
It was unanim ously  agreed that the num ber of rounds in the 
Novice Event be six.

2 Safety and Training. N oth ing  to report — next m eeting 
13th July.
3 Riggers. No m eeting held. O utstand ing  po in t was fina lisa tion  
of R iggers Exam ination questions. Mr. Thom as w ould  liaise w ith  
Mr. Shone to ensure these were passed to Mr. W righ t (Irv in).

4 Forward Planning. M ajor R idgway had advised that the firs t 
item selected fo r cons idera tion  under Forward P lanning was 
‘A BPA A irc ra ft’ and a paper w ould  be available fo r considera tion  
at the next meeting.

5. Finance. No m eeting held and there was no th ing  untow ard to 
report. Sec-Gen reported that he had recently transferred ano ther 
£7,000 to the Bank Deposit Account.

Mr. W aterman raised the m atter o f c lubs/cen tres  w h ich  were 
now not requ iring  ab initio students to  take BPA M em bership — 
if th is  trend was to con tinue  it cou ld  have a serious im pact on BPA 
finances. The Sec-Gen named six  c lubs w h ich  were now  im p le ­
m enting th is p ractice  and po in ted  out the progression o f events 
leading to  the present s itua tion . Provisional M em bership when 
in troduced was used on ly  in iso lated cases and all c lubs/cen tres  
encouraged fu ll m em bership. W ith the advent of com m ercia l 
centres there was a m arked increase in Provisional M em bership 
based on the argum ent o f keeping the cost down fo r the ab initio 
students. This then progressed to  the po in t where one centre did 
not require its students to  jo in  BPA un til they had com pleted 2 o r
3 jum ps — now we have six centres fo llo w in g  th is  practice. Mr. 
C rocker said we ought to  be aware o f the day when everybody is 
do ing  th is  and we d on ’t have the incom e to m ainta in the BPA 
O ffice  and its perm anent s ta ff and w h ich  in tu rn  w ill take away the 
unified representation en joyed by spo rt parachutists w ith  such 
bodies as CAA, GASCO, R.Ae. C lub, and Sports C ouncil who 
have no doubt taken note o f our, t il l now, ever increasing 
ind iv idua l mem bership. M any o f these m em bers are Provisional 
m em bers and fu rthe r p rogression o f the practice  w ill w ithou t 
doubt erode the strength  o f the Associa tion . Mr. W aterman felt 
there was a g row ing  though t “ what do we need the BPA fo r? ” 
They are w rong, but th in k  they are rig h t and BPA is wrong. 
There was considerab le  inconc lus ive  d iscussion w hich c u l­
m inated in agreem ent tha t a Special C ounc il M eeting be held 
at w h ich  all c lubs cou ld  have the o p p o rtu n ity  to  present the ir 
views The Sec-Gen w ou ld  raise a s ing le  item  Agenda fo r an 
Extra-O rd inary C ouncil M eeting to  be held on Thursday, 
8th Ju ly.

Mr. O ’Brien referring to  the N ationa l Team Fund, asked what 
success the Sec-Gen had w ith  his “ cap in hand” appeal. In reply 
the Sec-Gen stated that some £750 has been con tribu ted  to  date. 
The am ount to  31st March, £555, had been cred ited  to the 1975 
W orld Cham pionsh ips — the rem ain ing £200 and any fu rther 
incom e to the NTF w ould  be cred ited  to  the 1976 Cham pionships.

Mr. Waterman announced there was £50 stand ing  in c red it to 
the now disbanded ‘C huting  Stars' Team and he hoped th is w ould  
be passed on to BPA fo r the N ational Team Fund.

SPORTS AID FOU NDATIO N
The Sec-Gen rem inded the m eeting of background to the 
setting up of the SAF, the C hairm an and h im self having attended 
one of the early m eetings. There had been certa in  d ifficu lties  
w hich resulted in the then C hairm an designate  of the SAF w ith ­
draw ing  and the plans seemed to be in lim bo. The firs t in tim ation 
BPA had that the SAF was again opera tive  was when, because of 
the in itia tive  o f certa in  m em bers, app lica tions  fo r aid reached the 
Sec-Gen. There was some degree of urgency since the SAF's 
main e ffo rt was being concentra ted  on the O lym pic  Sports 
because of the fo rthcom ing  O lym pics  and any app lica tions had to 
go to  the Board of G overnors via a R ecom m endation Com mittee. 
The app lica tions were endorsed by the Sec-Gen and forwarded. 
Each of the app lica tions were successful and a to ta l sum of 
£1,050 was awarded. S ince then a le tte r from  Mr. Meacock (now 
read to the m eeting) suggested that fu tu re  app lica tions should be 
discussed by the C om petition  Sub-C om m ittee  and, if tim e 
perm its, by the C ouncil. The Sec-Gen agreed th is  should now be 
the recognised p rocedure to  be fo llow ed but sought the ind u l­
gence of C ouncil in the case of these firs t app lica tions when 
speed o f action was essential if we were to  have any chance of 
success. Mr. Thom as fe lt C ounc il should congra tu la te  the 
Sec-Gen on the in itia tive  w hich resulted in £1,050 com ing  in to 
the sport.

It was agreed that the Com p. SC w ould receive all fu tu re  a p p li­
ca tions fo r recom m endation to C ouncil. The Sec-Gen w ould  
obta in  copies o f the SAF Policy fo r the gu idance of the Com p. 
Sub-Com m ittee.

The Sec-Gen advised that an app lica tion  had been received 
in respect of Robin M ills. The m eeting in passing a proposal by
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WO E. Lew ing ton , seconded by D. W aterman, that Mr. M ills 
app lica tion  be accepted, au thorised  the Sec-Gen to progress.

Item 31/76
PREVIOUS M INUTES AND MATTERS ARISING
Proposed: J. T. C rocker; Seconded: WO E. Lew ington. M inutes 
o f 27th A pril be accepted. Carried.

Matters Arising
a. Video Tape (Item 20/76— 4.5). Th is  was s till being investi­
gated by Mr. O 'Brien and Sec-Gen.
b. Student Canopies (Item  2 0 /7 6 — 5.1). Mr. Thom as asked if 
there was to  be anyth ing  fu rth e r in the fo rm  o f subsidy to  those 
clubs w ho purchased the canopies. The Sec-Gen reported that 
th is  had been d iscussed by the F inance S ub-C om m ittee whose 
recom m endation was tha t the canopies be sold at cost (£30) 
was endorsed by C ounc il.

c. Legal Costs  (Item 23/76). There was no th ing fu rth e r to 
report at th is  stage.

d. M ileage Rates (Full tim e Em ployees) — (Item  25/76). Mr. 
O ’Brien advised that the latest A.A. rate was now 11.4p per mile.
It was agreed that the  11.5p prev iously  agreed by C ouncil should 
rem ain in force.

e. C om petition  Caravan (Item  28/76 — 4). This had been 
purchased and was availab le fo r C ounc il m em bers to  inspect 
a fte r the m eeting.

f. B.P.A. B rochure  (Item  2 8 /7 6 — 5.1). Th is  was an updating  of 
the prev ious brochure  w ith  a d iffe re n t co lo u r scheme. Mr. 
W aterm an ou tlined  the con ten t o f the brochure  and counc il 
ra tified  the decis ion to  purchase 15,000 copies and that c lubs / 
teams may purchase at 50% cost i.e. 4p per copy.

g. Press Hand O ut K it ( lte m 2 8 /7 6 — 5.2). The Sec-Gen to provide 
Mr. W aterm an w ith  updated in fo rm a tion .

h. N ationa l Team Fund A ppea l (Item  28/76— 5.3). Mr. W aterm an 
w ou ld  now  use the Press Kit Hand O ut w ith  the add ition  of a

covering letter from  the Chairm an. Sec-Gen to  provide cost 
details of B ritish  Team T ra in ing  and com peting  in the W orld 
Cham pionships.
j. "S port fo r A ll D ay"  (Item  28/76 — 5.4). Sec-Gen reported that 
he had w ritten  to C.A.A. seeking the ir gu idance on the m atter of 
jum p ing  in to  Hyde Park — a rep ly was awaited. It was agreed 
that so far as the various o ther Regions were concerned, the 
in fo rm ation  should be passed to  c lubs in the regions fo r them to 
liaise d irec t and take part in the  various schemes in such ways as 
they can.

k. O utstand ing Loans  (Item  28 /76— 5.7).
Wessex Para Club. Mr. Donovan is s till w ith o u t an a irc ra ft and 
the financ ia l position  is unchanged un til such tim e as he can 
begin opera ting. He begs C o u n c il’s indu lgence  and assures 
tha t he w ill do everyth ing possib le to  meet his indebtedness. 
Ft.S.A. Para Club. Loan now repaid.
S port Para Centre. A ll papers in the hands o f Mr. C rocker — 
certa in recom m endations w ou ld  be made.
Mr. D. Waterman  (Item  21/76). Th is  item is now cancelled — 
Mr. W aterm an d id  not in fac t resign from  C ounc il and had he 
done so, it w ou ld  not have been fo r the reasons stated.

Item 32/76 
OTHER BUSINESS
Membership Indemnity. The Sec-Gen in form ed of a query 
regard ing the Indem nity  requ ired to  be signed by potentia l 
members. It was agreed there  was no reason to  change the 
Indem nity.

Item 33/76
FOOTBALL POOL — CCPR. The Sec-Gen ou tlined  a plan for 
the in troduc tion  o f a Football Pool by the CCPR, which, apart 
from  prov id ing  prize m oney w ould  be a source of incom e for 
c lubs and to the CCPR, w hich of course w ould  in turn be of 
benefit to  all sports. It was agreed that the Sec-Gen app ly fo r a 
supp ly of coupons fo r d is tribu tio n  to c lubs w ith  details o f the 
m ethod o f operation.

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION  
EXTRA-ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING, THURSDAY, 8th JULY 1976 

held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester
PRESENT

L. N. E. St. Jo h n — Chairm an
J. L. Thom as
D. W aterm an
WO D. Peacock
J. Petherbridge
G. B. Shone
R. Swainson
W. J. M eacock
M. J. O 'Brien
J T. C rocker
M ajor T. H. R idgway

IN ATTENDANCE
Sqn. Ldr. W. Paul — Sec-G en BPA 
G. C. P. Shea-S im onds— N C /S O  BPA 
R. S. Acraman

OBSERVERS
Messrs. Tow nsend and Edney 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
P. J. P rio r T. J. M organ
J. Donovan B. M organ

This meeting was especially called to discuss and consider the 
current situation whereby certain clubs/centres do not require 
parachutists to become members of the Association till after a 
number of jumps have been completed.

Item 1
1.1 The C hairm an opened the m eeting by referring members 
and others to the ir copies of the co rrespondence received from  
the fo llo w in g :

Copies d is tribu ted : 
C aptain T. E. Oxley 
Lt. A. J. Price, RM 
Mr. J. L. Thom as 
Mr. A. B lack 

Read out:
Mrs. I. Howell

— Rhine A rm y Para Centre
— RN & RM SPA
— Personal as a C ounc il Mem ber
— Eagle S port Para Centre

— M id land  Para Centre

1.2 Extracts from submissions received:
a. Capt. T. E. Oxley— RAPA

“ 1. It is the op in ion  of th is  Centre  that BPA m em bership 
should be m andatory fo r all cu rren t parachutists.
2. As we understand, the BPA is the offic ia lly, recognised 
co n tro llin g  body of Sport Parachuting in UK and conse­
quently  receives considerab le  financ ia l assistance from  the 
G overnm ent Sports C ouncil. The larger the m em bership 
and the greater its con tro l over parachu ting  can on ly  prove 
advantageous in the award o f fu tu re  financ ia l grants.
3. BPA rules and regu la tions are — or should be, the para­
chu tis ts  bible. A great deal o f experience and w ork has gone 
in to th e p ro d u c tio n  of these regu la tions. Add to th is  the BPA’s 
in te rna tiona l a ffilia tions  w hereby ou r voice is heard and 
op in ions respected in te rna tiona lly  and it is d iff ic u lt fo r any 
club  to ju s tify  accepting these benefits, w ith o u t ensuring its 
m em bers are also mem bers o f the BPA.
4. When it is considered that the BPA already caters fo r the 
tra inee parachutis ts  by way of its p rovis iona l m em bership 
scheme, we cannot understand any oppos ition  to m andatory 
m em bership, apart from  a selfish com m ercia l ou tlook  w here­
by the cost o f a basic course, or in itia l parachute jum p, can be 
reduced by the am ount involved in taking out provisional 
m em bership.
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5. We feel that any c lu b  w hose m em bers are not BPA enro lled, 
should not be recognised by BPA and the re fo re  shou ld  not 
receive any o f the  BPA benefits inc lu d in g  en try  to  com pe tition  
and meets, m inutes o f counc il and S & T com m ittee  meetings, 
etc. These clubs, w ith o u t addresses shou ld  be listed in the 
m agazine, Sport Parachutist, as “ Non recogn ised" and the 
C AA and Sports C ounc il p rovided w ith  deta ils  o f the lis t.”

b Lt. A. J. Price— RN & RM SPA
“ Sport parachuting is inhe ren tly  and p o ten tia lly  a d ram atic 
and high risk sport. T hrough strong, care fu l and con­
sc ien tious con tro l by the nationa l govern ing body (the BPA) 
the sport has, over the years, a tta ined a w o rthw h ile  and 
respected pos ition  am ongst the various p ro fessiona l bodies 
w ith  whom  it deals.
Very occasiona lly  an inc iden t occurs  w h ich  p ro jec ts  the sport 
to  the fo re fro n t of p u b lic ity  and on these occasions, where a 
c lu b fo u n d  to be operating ou ts ide  o f the BPA, then sure ly  the 
sports  c red ib ility , b u ilt over m any years, m ust be cast in bad 
ligh t. Indeed one w onders w hy a c lub  shou ld  a ttem pt to  
operate outs ide of sound adm in is tra tive  legal and professional 
he lp if they in fact have no th ing  to  hide.
The RM /RMSPA s trong ly  believes these c lubs shou ld  be 
b rough t in to  line w ith  the vast m a jo rity  in o rde r to  ensure the 
con tinued  popu la rity  and success of sport parachuting  in th is  
co u n try .”

c. Mr. J. L. Thomas — Council Member — th is  subm iss ion is 
em bodied in the BP A ’s paper detailed at (1.3) below.

d. Mr. A. Black— Eagle Para Centre—
“ We hold ou r own insurance because — cost fo r un lim ited  
members and descents £40.00 p.a. — £100,000 any one 
inc iden t. Settlem ent o f tw o c la im s w ith in  seven days as 
opposed to tw o cla im s, £10.00 and £4.00 being argued 3 years 
and 6 m onths later respective ly.
. . . o ther advantages s ince com e to  lig h t — cost in tim e and 
m oney none existent. No longe r cost and w a it o f app lica tion  
form  to  custom er— to  BP A— back to  custom er. W ith ou r own, 
on day o r arrival and fill in g  in fo rm  the custom er is covered. 
The add itiona l cost o f BPA Provis ional m em bersh ip  to  a 
person unsure o f how  he/she w ill like  jum p ing  makes cost 
decisive fac to r i.e. Basic C ourse £25.00 — w ith  BPA Prov. 
M em bership £28.71 — a d is tin c t m arketing  and Public 
Relation advantage in having o u r ow n insurance. We insist 
tha t a fte r three descents the m em ber m ust becom e a fu ll 
m em ber o f the BPA.”

e. Mrs. Iris Howell— Midland Para Centre—
“We do not com pel firs t tim e students to  jo in  BPA a lthough 
m em bership fo rm  is always sent w ith  c lub  in fo rm a tion . A fte r 
student has con tinued  jum p ing  we do po in t ou t the benefits o f 
BPA m em bership e.g. magazine, in fo rm ation  on o ther D Z ’s 
etc. C lub  insurance is th ird  party  lia b ility  w ith o u t exem ption 
clauses — m ore com prehensive than BPA w h ich  has clause 
‘in accordance w ith  BPA R egu la tions ’ — F inally, a lthough 
most people really apprecia te  the backing o f the BPA and the 
standard isation of D Z ’s . . . there  is a fee ling tha t an all pow er­
fu l M afia -type o rgan isa tion  w ou ld  be too overw helm ing. We 
prefer that ind iv idua ls can make the ir own cho ice  — to  jo in  
o r not.”

f. Mr. J. Donovan — Wessex Para Club (verba l quote  to 
Sec.-G en— non attendance reg re tted  bu t unavo idab le ) —
“We fu lly  support BPA and all s tudents being m em bers o f the 
Associa tion  — w ou ld  recom m end tw o suggestions:
i) a cheaper one jum p m em bership

ii) a m ore representative C ounc il, say by c lub  representation.

1.3 Follow ing  the above subm iss ions an ou tline  of benefits
provided by BPA M em bership fo r the sport was presented. In
brie f these are:
1. The Recognised Governing Body. The A ssocia tion  has 

established itse lf as the responsib le  govern ing body of the 
sport w h ich  is recognised as such by both the C ivil Aviation 
A u tho rity , the Sports C ounc il and the Federation Aero- 
nautique In ternationale.

2. Liaison with Civil Aviation Authority. This fa lls  in to  th ree main 
categories:
a. Operations Provision o f Parachuting Exem ptions fo r both 

rou tine  c lub  parachu ting  and displays.

b. A irw orth iness. M atters connected  w ith  approval o f a irc ra ft 
fo r sport parachuting.

c. Legis la tion. M atters connected  w ith  p roposed leg is la tion  
and its e ffect in spo rt parachuting.

3. Sports Council Recognition. This m ust sure ly  be one o f the 
most tangib le  benefits w ith  considerab le  financ ia l g rants fo r 
salaries, stationery, te lephone charges, postage, p rin ting , 
rent, instructo rs courses, national team travel and tra in ing . 
This am ounted to some £15,000 in the last financ ia l year. 
G rants cou ld  be fo rthcom ing  tow ards the establishm ent o f a 
National Centre and the purchase o f a BPA A ircra ft.

4. Federation Aeronautique Internationale. An im portan t benefit 
in te rna tiona lly , BPA has a say in o rgan isa tion  and rules fo r 
W orld Parachuting C ham pionsh ips and Records, as w ell as 
the establishm ent o f in te rna tiona l standards.

5. Permanent Staff. The BPA responsib ilities requ ire  little  
e laboration .
a. Secretary-G enera l — Responsib le fo r the day to  day

runn ing  o f the BPA O ffice, and all th is  entails.
b. N ationa l Coach and Safety O ffice r — Self explanatory.
c. Assistant Secretary  — M em bersh ip  records and BPA Shop.
d. Clerks — A ll necessary secretaria l and c lerk ing duties.

6. Documentation. The various facets o f docum entation 
inc lude  the fo llow ing :
a. Issue o f FAI C ertifica tes and C om petito rs  Licences.
b. Issue o f Instructors Ratings.
c. Jum p P ilot approval.
d. Issue o f Packing C ertificates.
e. BPA M em bership.

7. Insurances
a. Th ird  Party Insurance to  £100,000 fo r any one incident.
b. D isp lay Team T h ird  Party Insurance.
c. Instructo rs N egligence Insurance.
d. R iggers Insurance.

8 . Sport Parachutist
a. Published 6 tim es a year w ith  4 co lo u r cover.
b. Free lis ting  of A ffilia ted  C lubs and Centres.
c. Free classified  advertis ing fo r BPA members.

9. Competition
a. O rgan isation  o f 2 N ationa l C ham pionsh ips every year.
b. Selection and tra in ing  of N ationa l Team.
c. A va ilab ility  o f C om pe titions Caravan fo r C lub Com petitions.

10. Instructors Courses. Potentia l Ins truc to rs  and Exam ina­
tion  Courses are run 4 tim es a year at m in im al cost to  the 
candidate.

11. BPA shop. A small service set up to provide log books, sweat 
sh irts, ties, stickers, books, badges, posters, log cards etc. A 
10% d iscount is available to  a ffilia ted  c lubs on orders over £20.

12. Public Relations. A resp o n s ib ility  p rov id ing  sensible pre­
sentation o f the sport to  the media.

13. Safety and Training Committee. Com posed of every C lub 
C hie f Ins truc to r w ith  the aim o f p rov id ing  standards of safety 
and tra in ing  to safeguard all BPA Members.
a. U pdating o f BPA R egulations.
b. Provision o f s tandard ised tra in ing  posters.
c. Investigation o f acc iden ts and m alfunctions.
d. Evaluation o f new techniques, and advice on im plem enta tion.
e. R iggers Sub C om m ittee w hich sets and m ainta ins standards 

of rigg ing.
f. Im mediate n o tifica tion  o f m atters o f safety and tra in ing .

14. Information Service. The BPA is able to  provide in fo rm a­
tion  on jum ping  at a ffilia ted  c lu b s — dozens of c lub  lists are sent 
to  prospective sport parachutis ts  daily. In fo rm a tion  available 
on parachuting overseas. In fo rm ation  available on a ircra ft, 
leg is la tion, equipm ent, insurance.

15. Assistance to Clubs. This takes many form s:
a. PR Brochures.
b. PR Posters.
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c. Cheaper (du ty  free) s tudent canopies.
d. Legal Advice.
e. Loans.
f. Representation.

16. Negotiation
a. W inston C hu rch ill S cho larsh ip .
b. Sports A id Foundation.
c. CCPR G ran t Aid.
In conc lus ion  it's w orth  rem em bering tha t we are the BPA; its 
strengths and weaknesses, its success or fa ilu re  are our responsi­
b ility  fa irly  and square ly. We e lect ou r C ounc il to  run the o rgan­
isation, and they accept the  respons ib ilities  involved because 
they believe in the spo rt and its developm ent.

It is fe lt tha t m andato ry BPA m em bership is not the answer; 
th is  w ou ld  undoub ted ly  cause resentm ent and problem s. But 
there  is no d oub t tha t the fu tu re  of BPA is dependent on a strong 
m em bership; th is  w here we so desperate ly need the support o f 
all C lubs and C entres in p roduc ing  BPA mem bers from  ab in itio  
students.

1.4 Mr. J. T. Crocker whose expressed concern  at the g row ing  
trend o f s tudents not jo in in g  the BPA had con tribu ted  to  the 
present m eeting being called, addressed the m eeting. He made 
it c lear tha t in expressing his concern , he made no d irec t or 
im p lied  c ritic ism  to any c lub  w h ich  d id  not insist on its firs t jum p 
students tak ing  Provisional o r Full BPA M em bership. His concern  
is over the general problem  w h ich  seems to  be ga in ing  
m om entum  i.e. the  lack of incom e from  Provisional M em bership. 
A substan tia l part o f ou r incom e is derived from  Provisional 
M em bersh ip  and he believes it fa ir that in parachuting  as in other 
spo rtin g  activ ities  it is r igh t fo r the spo rt to  make m oney ou t of 
those  passing th rough  w ith  the benefits passed on to  those w ho 
decide  to  stay in the sport and support it.

It is C ounc il's  func tion  to  run the BPA as a business — the day 
we s top try ing  to do th is  it w ill co llapse. It seems we can have a 
s itua tion  w here if one club  a fte r ano the r fo llow s the pattern o f hot 
requ iring  students to  be BPA m em bers ou r expected finances w ill 
be eroded away to such a degree that it w ill a ffect the  Associa tion  
and in due course there w ou ld  possib ly  have to  be drastic  cu ts in 
services and staff. Shou ld  th is  prove to  be the case, we cou ld  be 
caught up in a v ic ious c irc le  where because o f decreasing support 
in the fo rm  of m em bership, o ther fac to rs  such as Sports C ounc il 
g ran t aid cou ld  d im in ish. This is specu la tion  at th is stage but 
perhaps we should be looking  at com para tive  figu res to  see if 
num erica lly  and financ ia lly  we are m aking the gains we o ugh t to, 
are stand ing  s till or losing ground. (sec-G en ’s N ote : these com ­
parative figures are available and are com p iled  m onth  by m onth).

It may be that hard co ld  econom ic  facts d ic ta te  to  c lubs that 
un fo rtuna te ly  they can ’t com pel s tudents to  jo in  BPA. Th is cannot 
be made m andatory — the w hole  essence and success o f BPA is, 
has been and m ust con tinue  to  be, tha t everyth ing  is vo luntary. 
For M id land Para Centre to  refer to  M afia type organ isa tion  is 
absurd. The BPA sets an exce llen t exam ple to  many o ther o rgan­
is a tio n s — any m em ber can attend any C ounc il o r STC M eeting 
and there  are com ple te ly  free e lec tions to  C ouncil. We are 
p robab ly  at the stage w here we have now go t to  look again at the 
financ ia l im p lica tion  to  c lubs and produce som eth ing w h ich  may 
be fin a n c ia lly  more a ttractive  and so a llow  them  to encourage 
studen t m em bersh ip  of the associa tion.

The Sec-Gen quoted estim ated com parative  figures fo r  the firs t 
three m onths o f the cu rren t and prev ious financ ia l year:

New New
P rov is iona l Full

M em ber M em ber Renewals Tota l
June 1975 1425 485 2617 4527
June 1976 1144 492 2913 4549

-281 +7 +296 +22

The s ign ifican t po in ts  being the d rop  in Provisional M em ber­
ship and the fact that over three m onths we show ing on ly  an 
overall increase of 22. C om parative  tables w ou ld  be produced 
fo r C ounc il show ing the financ ia l im p lica tion , tak ing  into account 
the new rates in troduced from  1st A pril '76.

1.5. Mr. O’Brien took up Mr. C ro cker’s po in t o f runn ing  the 
A ssocia tion  as a business p ropos ition . Last year many 
businesses found they were losing on the sale o f the ir products

because the ir accountan ts advised tha t since costs were go ing 
up, sale price m ust a lso go up — there  fo llow ed a ta il-o ff of 
purchases and the m arketing people were b rough t in — selling 
prices were reduced and sales increased. Has not BPA done a 
s im ila r th ing  by p ric ing  the P rovis ional M em bership too h igh and 
is now  ca tch ing  the rebound! Unless we get the Provisional 
M em bership there w ill be no fo llo w -th ro u g h  and subsequently 
the  Full m em bership w ill be affected.

1.6. Mr. Shone recogn is ing  Mr. O ’B rien 's m arketing argum ent 
asked if it was possible to  quo te  a m in im um  acceptable BPA 
charge fo r a one jum p student — the Sec-Gen, as a tentative esti­
mate, suggested that deducting  the magazine, a llow ing  fo r 25p 
insurance cost and a £1.00 adm in is tra tive  subscrip tion  elem ent 
ca rry ing  VAT the m in im um  w ou ld  have to  be around £1.33p.

1.7. T heN C /S O  expressed the view that, as quoted by Mr. B lack, 
o f Eagle, there  is not on ly  the cost deterent to  be considered but 
also the adm in is tra tive  task involved in ensuring that the student 
has in fact jo ined  the BPA. He was aware tha t the Sec-Gen had 
fo r some tim e now successfu lly  operated a system  w hereby clubs 
were given a b lock o f BPA num bers and these were used as and 
when students arrived at the  club. However, it may be that 
P rovisional m em bership is not the answer to  the problem .

1.8. Mr. Waterman fe lt the  p rob lem  was basica lly  a m atter of 
finance — w here it com es to  people w ho are earn ing  the ir liv ing 
out o f teaching ab in it io  students. His personal op in ion  is that 
if we p roduce w ith  a low er cost figu re  th is  shou ld  not deter 
som eone w ho is prepared to  undergo  a parachute course — 
maybe it's a m arketing problem . He has the im pression that 
C lubs/C entres are p robab ly  hand ling  as m any students as can be 
safely handled anyw ay— so it sho u ld n ’t rea lly be a m atter of them 
being afra id of los ing business. W hat is the  p rob lem ? BPA should 
be look ing  m ore c losely at ways o f keeping students in the sport.
It was not in the in terest o f a C om m ercia l Centre to  do th is 
because they earn the ir m oney ou t o f teaching people to  do para­
chute  course. He accepted that there  are a large percentage, 
(possib ly  95%) w ho had no in ten tion  o f go ing  beyond the 1st, 2nd 
o r 3rd jum p but there was a percentage w ho if g iven encourage­
ment w ou ld  remain in the sport. It was his view that the  M id land 
Para Centre 's reference to  M afia-type o rgan isa tion  was not in 
iso la tio n — th is view was m ore w idespread and was held by some 
w ho m igh t be considered responsib le  e lem ents in the sport. This 
view was s trong ly  d isputed but it was accepted that in all o rgan­
isations such as BPA there is an elem ent, in ignorance o f facts, 
a lways ready to critic ise  but not prepared to  be constructive .

Mr. W aterm an referred to  Sports C ounc il g ran t aid and the fact 
all the tim e we expect to  receive increasing g ran t aid we must 
show  that we as an o rgan isa tion  are also p lay ing  ou r part in he lp­
ing to  meet costs and in fla tion  — th is  had been made c lear in 
recent ta lks w ith  the Sports C ouncil.

1.9 The Sec-Gen fe lt tha t the m eeting shou ld  get back to  the basic 
issue under considera tion . The 95% o f students w ho do not 
con tinue  in the sport a fter 1, 2 o r 3 jum ps was no th ing  new — th is  
has always been the case and is a fac t o f life  we had lived w ith  
th roughou t the years. Sure ly the issue now  is can we produce 
a scheme acceptab le  to  all c lubs and centres w h ich  w ill b ring 
us back to the previous s itua tion  w here all o f tha t 95% did in fact 
jo in  BPA.

It w ou ld  seem there are tw o issues to  be resolved and that the 
onus is w ith  the BPA to  p roduce  so lu tions:
a. The cost o f Provisional M em bership.
b. The avoidance o f having to  check if the student m em bership 

had in fac t registered w ith  BPA.

Cost of Provisional Membership. A suggested possib le figu re  o f 
£1.33 had been quoted (sub ject to  m ore detailed analysis) fo r one 
jum p m em bership.

Issue of Memberships. It was emphasised tha t all m em berships 
are actioned on the day o f receipt. The issue o f a b lock o f BPA 
num bers to  c lubs/cen tres  was a lready opera ting  successfu lly  
w ith  certa in  c lubs and under th is  system  there is no delay o r 
fo llo w -up  ch e ck in g — on arriva l at the c lub  the s tudent com pletes 
the app lica tion  form , the BPA num ber is a llocated by the c lub  and 
the com ple ted  form  w ith  rem ittance is sent to  BPA where 
reg is tra tion  is effected.

He now saw the crux of the p rob lem  as being: If BPA C ounc il 
can p roduce firm  proposals along the lines he suggests. W ill c lubs / 
centres accept and play the ir part in encourag ing  all student 
parachutists to  become mem bers of the Associa tion  as e ither



Provisional o r Full Members. Perhaps those representatives of 
c lubs/centres  present w ou ld  answer.

1.10 Mr. Thomas agreed that finance was the m ain fac to r in 
creating  the present s itu a tio n — BPA had to make the next move. 
It was preferable to  d rop  the cost of P rovisional M em bership 
and accept the reduced incom e rather than get no th ing .

1.11. Mr. W. J. Meacock (P e terborough Para C entre). When the 
increase of Provisional M em bersh ip  to  £3.71 was im plem ented he 
had warned against it as a w rong  step in an in fla tiona ry  s itua tion
— his approach at Peterborough Centre  had been to  keep cost to 
a m in im um  and increase his tu rnover because w ith o u t the ab 
in itio  student there w ou ld  be no Peterborough Centre. It was his 
view that the Service o rgan isa tions cou ld  well a ffo rd  to  wax in d ig ­
nant considering  tha t everyth ing  they operate from  is la rge ly 
paid fo r by the State. The Regula tions w hich, to  quote, ‘should be 
the parachutists bib le ' were in fact w ritten  by pro fessiona l para­
chu tis ts  and o ther en thusiastic  instructo rs. M ost o f Peterborough 
Centre's m em bers are m em bers o f the  BPA but he fa iled  to see 
how you can classify an ind iv idua l w ho com es along to  make one 
or tw o descents then flees c lu tch ing  his one jum p ce rtifica te , as a 
parachutist and charge him £3.71. There are exam ples of where 
in his pub lic ity  bookle t he quo ted  m em bership of the BPA as 
com pu lsory and when the ind iv idua ls were in form ed the cost was 
(at tha t tim e) £2.56 they le ft c la im ing  to  have been go t to  the c lub  
under false pretences. Mr. M eacock read extracts  from  his 
brochure  w hich presented the BPA in good ligh t — the po tentia l 
students received an app lica tion  fo rm  w ith  the b rochure  and it 
was the ir cho ice  as to w hether they jo ined  BPA o r not. A fte r the 
th ird  jum p Full M em bership of the BPA is required. Mr. M eacock 
was not prepared to  insist o f £3.71 having to  be paid on top  o f the 
course c o s t— th is  w ould  reduce his business turnover.

If the Association 's incom e is declin ing , (and it is p robab ly  too 
early to  make the decis ion) then o f course it is cause fo r concern  
and som ething w ould  have to  be done.

He fu lly  supports BPA and parachutis ts  (i.e. those w ho have 
made more than three jum ps) being fu ll mem bers and he w ill 
con tinue  to encourage th is. In rep ly to  Mr. W aterm an's remark 
that it was not in the in terest o f the com m ercia l centres to 
encourage people to  make m ore than tw o jum ps — th is  may be 
the case at some cen tres /c lubs and som etim es it may happen at 
Peterborough but not fo r the reason Mr. W aterm an im p lie s— e.g. 
a student having made one jum p six m onths p reviously 
te lephones at 4 p.m. in the m iddle  o f a busy session to  say he's 
th ink ing  of com ing  along to  do a second ju m p — the answer has 
to be ‘some o ther tim e ’.

1.12. Mr. Acraman — R.S.A. Para Club stated tha t his response 
w ould  be ‘an echo' o f Mr. M eacock’s — to  stay at T h rux ton  the 
c lub  has to  take upward o f 1500 students per year, possib ly  2000
— the reasons are qu ite  clear. I have to  go round ‘s e lling ' courses 
and often th is has to result in reduced rate fo r b lock courses. 
F inance is obviously  the im portan t fa c to r and when £3.71 is asked 
for, the student wants to  see som eth ing ta n g ib le — we know  they 
get insurance cover, magazines and tha t c lubs have been helped 
w ith subsidies on equ ipm ent and get good value in the fo rm  of the 
BPA and STC but they can ’t see th is. Maybe a low er subscrip tion  
or m ore fo r you r m oney is the answ er— I d o n ’t know  and am not 
prepared to go in to  that. It’s jus t too  expensive and im plem enting 
m em bership is too m uch o f a ‘hassle’. I have my own insurance 
fo r the firs t three jum ps and a fte r tha t they m ust jo in  BPA. It has 
been com m ented that too  m uch is spent at the top  and not 
enough at the b o ttom — i.e. on the student.

1.13. The Chairman asked Mr. M eacock and Mr. Acram an if they 
cou ld  say they w ould  support the BPA if an acceptab le  form u la  
and price  cou ld  be agreed. Both agreed.

In sum m ing up, the C hairm an thanked those w ho had sub­
m itted papers, and especia lly  Mr. M eacock and Mr. Acram an fo r 
a ttend ing in person and m aking the ir va luable co n trib u tio n s  to 
the d iscussion. It had to  be recognised tha t in any spo rting  
o rgan isa tion  the benefits derived from  m em berships w ould  
always be more tang ib le  at the experienced levels but th is  m ust 
not be a llowed to mask the inv is ib le  but substantia l benefits of 
ins truc tiona l and tra in ing  standards, safety and the background 
bu ilt up by the BPA that enables the ab in itio  s tudent to  go some­
where to  take a course of tra in ing .

The discussions had show n that finance  and probab ly  more 
tangib le  benefits were at the seat o f the problem . It was now up to 
BPA to  consider the facts and in the ligh t of Mr. M eacock’s and 
Mr. A cram an’s agreem ent he w ou ld  arrange as a m atter of 
u rgency fo r the Sec-Gen to  lia ise w ith the o ther c lubs and 
centres to acquire such in fo rm a tion  as was necessary to  enable 
him to produce a fo rm u la  w h ich  hopefu lly  w ould  be acceptable 
to  all c lubs and centres.

Item 2
APPLICATION FOR LO A N — Midland Parachute Centre
2.1. The Chairman read a le tte r from  Mr. P. A. Howell requesting 
that counc il cons ider as a m atter of urgency his C entre ’s app li­
ca tion  fo r a loan of £1,000 over a tw o  year period. The loan was 
required to finance in part a rep lacem ent a irc ra ft fo r one recently 
w ritten  o ff as a result o f an acc ident. The m eeting considered the 
details of the request and heard deta iled  facts from  Mr. C rocker 
w hich supported the urgency.

2.2. On a proposal by G. B. Shone seconded by J. Petherbridge 
the loan o f £1,000 over a tw o  year period at a rate o f 5% on the 
w hole  loan was unan im ously agreed pending rece ip t o f the 
o ffic ia l loan app lica tion  and acceptab le  security  w h ich may be a 
charge on the fu ll value of the  a ircra ft.

Item 3
SELECTION OF BRITISH TEAM FOR 
WORLD CHAM PIO NSHIPS 1976
3.1. Mr. M. O 'Brien as Chairm an o f the C om petition  Sub- 
C om m ittee  sought a C ounc il ru ling  on the m atter o f Team 
Selection. The S ub-C om m ittee 's  m andate was to select the 
overall top  six men from  the resu lts o f the N ational C ham pion­
ships. This was done but as the resu lt o f Mr. Meacock being 
unable to  accept se lection the 7th p lac ing was brought in. At the 
C om petition  Sub-C om m ittee  M eeting im m edia te ly fo llow ing  the 
National C ham pionsh ips there  was a d iv is ion  of op in ion  on 
w hether o r not, in view of the exce llen t results in accuracy 
achieved by Mr. Hull and Mr. U raga llo  (placed 8th and 13th overall 
respective ly in N ational C ham pionsh ips), they should be 
included in the National T ra in ing  Squad. Mr. Hull had in fact won 
the accuracy event. A fte r rece iv ing the views of members o f the 
C om petition  Sub-C om m ittee  and the appointed team coach a 
proposal by Mr. M eacock, seconded by Mr. W aterm an tha t 
Mr. Hull and Mr. U raga llo  be inc luded in the tra in ing  squad was 
defeated by 6 votes to 4.

Point of Information: The Sec-Gen reported that the Sports 
C ouncil had advised on his bids fo r grant aid fo r Team Pre- 
T ra in ing  and pa rtic ipa tion  in the W orld C ham pionsh ips and had 
a lready paid the Associa tion  a to ta l o f £4,780.

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION  
SAFETY & TRAINING COMMITTEE MEETING, TUESDAY, 8th JUNE 1976 

held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester
PRESENT

J. C rocker
C. Shea-Sim onds 
T. M acartney
D. O rton 
R. Watts 
J. Barnes
E. Lew ington 
G. Laing
M. Togher
D. Hogg

Chairm an
NC/SO
JSPC H .Kong
PDPC
Lashenden
NUPC
PRFFT
APA
RCT
RAOC

N. Law 
I. Howell 
T. Patton 
T. D ixon 
D. H ickling  
G. Jones

OBSERVERS
S. Lear 
J. C urtis 
E Strawson

MFFC
MPC
LBFFC
REME
PDPC
H alfpenny Green

R. Swainson 
L. M elville  
J. H iley
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M. W inwood R. Steele
K. Townsend K. A llen
P. H ick P. H ibberd
M. Farrell

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
J. M eacock D. Peacock
E. Finney

Item 1
STRATO STAR
The Chairm an expla ined tha t th is  item  was on the agenda as a 
medium  o f in fo rm a tion  on the S tra to  Star. It is de fin ite ly  liab le to  
co llapse in hot tu rbu len t co nd itions  — tw o BPA Advanced 
Instructo rs are in Intensive Care as a result. There seems to be 
w ide to lerances in m anufactu re  and Para-Flite were re luc tan t to 
provide ins truc tions on convers ion from  reefing line to  slider. 
The NC/SO  m entioned that it was the sub ject o f the ed ito ria l in 
the next “ Sport P arachutis t". There was considerab le  d iscussion 
on th is  top ic , and it was f in a lly  agreed tha t the N C/SO  w rite  to  
Snyder requesting the necessary in fo rm ation .

Item 2
B.P.A. REGULATIONS
These had now  been amended and were availab le e ither on a 
com ple te  book o r jus t as am endm ents from  the B.P.A. O ffice.

Item 3
ADVANCED AND EXAMINERS RATINGS
a. An Exam iners Rating was granted to  R. Burn.
b. Advanced Ratings were granted to  G. Ellis and J. W almsley.

Item 4
DUNKESWELL IN C ID EN T
A report had now been received from  DISC w hich was read to the 
m eeting. It was decided no fu rth e r action  was necessary.

Item 5
APPEAL— L. MELVILLE
L. M elville  presented an appeal to  have his Instructo rs Rating 
re-insta ted on the g rounds o f his em ploym ent at a fu ll tim e 
m ilita ry  centre. The STC viewed th is  appeal sym pathe tica lly  and 
it was agreed that M elville  d irec t his appeal in the firs t instance to 
APA, to  whom  the N C /SO  w ould  w rite  expressing the fee lings of 
the m eeting. It was fu rthe r agreed that shou ld  APA recom m end 
the re-issu ing o f his Ins truc to rs  Rating, that the N C /SO  be 
em powered to  do th is  w ith o u t fu rth e r d iscussion at STC.

Item 6
INSTRUCTORS COURSE
The N C/SO  reported that, at the  recent BPA Exam Week at RAF 
W eston, C. Bazeley (Paraclan) and P. Byrne (RAFSPA) had both 
fa iled  the w ritten  exam. STC endorsed the recom m endation by 
the N C/SO  and D. Peacock that the tw o be a llowed to  resit the 
w ritten  exam in August under the supervis ion o f a BPA Exam iner.

Item 7
CESSNA UNDERCARRIAGE
The N C/SO  reported from  a USPA B u lle tin  w h ich  reported the 
co lla p se o f a Cessna 182 undercarriage  du ring  an RW exit. USPA 
reported that co rrec t m aintenance w ou ld  reveal any weakness 
before such a co llapse cou ld  happen.

Item 8
APA FATALITIES
J. Laing reported b rie fly  on the tw o APA fa ta lities exp la in ing  that 
the fin d in g s  o f both Boards o f Inqu iries  w ould  be made known 
to BPA.

The firs t was Sgt. R obbins at N etheravon, a Category X para­
chutis t, w ho had cutaw ay from  a m alfunctioned  Path finder and 
had fa iled to  activate the reserve. It seemed like ly  that con fus ion  
had arisen between the open capewell cover and the Reserve 
Blast Handle on the C rossbow  P iggy Back Assem bly he was 
using. BPA C lubs had a lready been warned.

The second was Lt. Hyde, a C ategory X parachutist, at South 
Cerney w ho had encountered a m alfunction  o f the main on a 
practise cutaw ay jum p. He had cu t th is  away in tu rn  but had 
fa iled  to  activate the reserve. Tw o w arn ings were relevant in th is 
case: firs t the con fus ion  tha t can arise by having a cutaway

assem bly w ith  both sets o f Capewells m ounted on the m ain risers 
on e ither side and secondly h igh m ounted reserves co n flic tin g  
w ith  the successful activa tion  o f the capewells.

Item 9
PREVIOUS M INUTES
The previous m inutes were approved and the fo llo w in g  matters 
were aris ing:
a. Water Jump Procedure. E. Lew ing ton  presented the attached 

paper fo r d iscussion. It was agreed that th is  be c ircu la ted  to 
c lubs fo r a decis ion at the  next m eeting.

b. Strong Points. It was decided that com m on iden tifica tion  was 
not necessary.

Item 10
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a. Riggers Sub-Committe. T his was in itia ted  by d iscussion at a 

forum  at the recent BPA Ins truc to rs  Course. It was genera lly 
fe lt that the Riggers Sub-C om m ittee  as a body were stagnant 
in p roduc ing  qua lifica tions  and means o f exam ination. This 
was con firm ed by D. Hogg, J. C urtis  and S. Lear, w ho explained 
what had been done so far and that the last m eeting had been 
in November. It was agreed that as the R iggers Sub-C om m ittee 
is a sub-com m ittee  o f STC, they be asked to be well 
represented at the next STC M eeting when the sub ject w ill be 
d iscussed at length.

b Protector. The Golden Lions had encountered severe damage 
to  a P ro tector Reserve on a sub -te rm ina l opening. The canopy 
was inspected by STC. It was agreed tha t any canopy firs t 
dep loym ent cou ld  resu lt in damage, and that in th is  case the 
GO recom m ended streng then ing  o f the low er latera l band had 
probab ly prevented its breaking in th is  case.

c. Civil Aviation Authority. Requests fo r Special Exem ptions 
were reaching C AA w ith  less than 28 days no tice  in many 
cases. Because of the w ork load, (180 requests fo r June alone), 
C AA w ould  be en fo rc ing  th is  28 days notice. A lso, fo llow ing  
a recent incident, they had requested that teams be made 
aware of the dangers o f se tting  o ff sm oke grenades in a ircra ft. 
(See Section 8 Paragraph 11 o f BPA Regulations).

d Dummy Reserves. G. Jones reported find ing  a Dum my 
Reserve at H a lfpenny Green, w h ich  looked identica l to  a 
serviceable reserve. It was agreed that all c lubs ensure Dum my 
Reserves are c learly  m arked as such.

e Request from T. Keoghan. A request by T Keoghan to d is ­
patch sta tic line students before a ttend ing  a PI Course (on the 
grounds of his experience in the RAF and Dubai), was 
discussed at length but rejected by 6 votes to  5.

YOUR AVIATION LIBRARY IS NOT COMPLETE
IF  YOU DO NOT REGULARLY RECEIVE 

AND READ A COPY OF

. . PA R A C H U T IS T "
the w orld s largest m onthly parachuting magazine and the o ffic ia l pub li­
cation of the United States Parachute A ssociation First in the fie ld with 
news of parachuting activ ities skydiving equ ipm ent and techniques, 
safety procedures advance no tice  of meets and resuitats o f com ­
petition |um pm g Be up to date know about the latest advancem ents 
m professional and recreationa l parachuting in the U S.A and around 
the w orld Enjoy seeing prize w inning pho tographs of parachutists in 
action A ll th is  and more Send check or m oney order for s 8 for a 
year s subscrip tion  (S 20 for air rates)

UNITED STATES PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
806 15th Street, NW., Suite 444, Washington DC 20005, USA

1976 RW NATIONALS

Apply now to the BPA Office 
for Entry Forms.
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION  
SAFETY & TRAINING COMMITTEE MEETING, TUESDAY, 20th JULY 1976 

held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester

PRESENT
J. C rocker Chairm an
C. Shea-S im onds N C/SO
E. Lew ington 
R. W atts
D. Hogg 
M. Togher 
P. S lattery 
J. Laing 
J. Sharpies 
G. Shone
S. Talbot 
J. Meacock 
D. O rton
D. H ick ling  
G. Jones

OBSERVERS
K. Townsend 
J. G allagher
S. Greasley 
A. S incla ir 
R. Harman 
J. C urtis
E. Vine

APOLOGIES
T. M cC artney D. Peacock

Item 1
STRATO STAR
The NC/SO  read to the m eeting his le tte r to  Para-F lite  Inc. o f 24th, 
w h ich ou tlined  the p rob lem s w h ich  required en lightenm ent. 
These were: a. S lider conversions, b. Turbu lence  caused de fla ­
tion  and c. Q ua lity  C on tro l at m anufacture . The C hairm an then 
read Para-Flite 's rep ly signed by E. Puskas. The m eeting agreed 
that th is  le tte r d id litt le  to  help solve the three prob lem s and the 
NC/SO  was instructed to  rep ly to  th is  effect.

Item 2 
RIGGERS
The cha irm an ou tlined  the p rob lem s of the R iggers Sub­
com m ittee  in qua lify ing  fu rth e r riggers. G. Shone elaborated on 
th is, and expla ined w hy a system had not yet been evolved. There 
was considerab le  d iscussion on the matter, but it was agreed 
that, as the RSC had not produced a system, STC shou ld  itself 
be responsible. It was fin a lly  agreed that BPA C hie f R iggers and 
Basic R iggers must be exam ined by two  cu rren t BPA Chief 
R iggers at one of the fo llo w in g  perm anent r igg ing  estab lish ­
ments: 1. Lo fty ’s Loft, B r id lin g to n ; 2. The Chapel Loft, Idm iston 
and 3. Parachute Regim ent Free Fall Team, N orm andy Barracks, 
A ldershot. Further establishm ents may be approved on app lica ­
tion  to  STC. STC w ill have the pow er to  revoke a riggers 
qua lifica tion  if necessary. The fo llo w in g  is a cu rren t lis t o f BPA 
C hie f Riggers:

A. Hooker, S. Talbot, G. Shone, J. f le d d ick , L. Thomas,
D. Hogg, H. Becker, A. C o llingw ood , R. Nevins and J. 
W almsley.

Item 3
WATER JUMP PROCEDURE

This was discussed in the ligh t o f E. Lew ington 's  paper p ro ­
duced at the last m eeting. The fo llo w in g  was agreed as the 
recom m ended procedure fo r both in ten tiona l and un in ten tiona l 
water jum ps by 11 votes to  1:
Intentional and Unintentional Water Descent Drills:
1. a. G oggles up.

b. Secure Ripcord
c. Secure gloves
d. Undo helm et ch in strap
e. Release reserve parachute  on one side
1. Both capewell covers down (unless 1 shots)
g- Release chest strap
h. In fla te life jacket

j. Both hands remain on con tro l toggles un til feet touch  the 
water

k. Release both capewells
I. Move clear of parachute  and r igg ing  lines.

II. Emphasis should be p laced on the fo llow ing :
a. When operating w ith in  1500yards of water life jackets m ust 

w orn by all parachutists. Th is  m ust also app ly when fly ing  
over open expanses o f water.

b. Regardless o f d rills  the  parachu tis t m ust have the life ­
jacket in fla ted as the feet touch  the water.

c. Once in the w ater all haste m ust be made to capewell the 
canopy and move clear.

Item 4
PREVIOUS MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING
a. Item  5. A decis ion is s till awaited from  APA on Len M elville 's 
appeal.
b. Item  8. APA Fatalities. E. Lew ing ton  in form ed the meeting 
that BPA w ill be in form ed o f the fin d in g s  o f the tw o Boards of 
Inquiry , p robably by the next m eeting.
c. Item 10b. P ro tector Reserve. E. Lew ing ton  agreed to advise 
the Golden Lions on the p rob lem s they are encounte ring  w ith 
th is  canopy.

Item 5
EXEMPTION REQUEST
A request fo r an exem ption from  the 2 years in the sport rule to 
a ttend a PI Course was received from  G eorge Dunn and sup­
ported by Alex Black. The request was approved unanim ously.

Item 6
ADVANCED RATING
An app lica tion  fo r an Advanced Ins truc to rs  Rating was received 
from  John Norris, signed by D. Peacock and J. C rocker. This was 
approved unanim ously.

Item 7
DUNKESWELL IN C ID EN T
The NC/SO  reported on the inc iden t at D unkeswell where a 3rd 
jum p student had got hung up by the apex of his canopy from  the 
ta ilw heel of the Cessna 185 owned and flow n  by Mr. Richard 
Brooks. The N C/SO  exp la ined that he and N. C ullum  (both 
curren t on Cessna 185) had investigated the incident, and the 
resultant report was presented to  the m eeting. It seemed like ly 
that excessive airspeed lifted  the bag h ighe r than usual causing 
the apex to flick  back a round the ta il wheel. The meeting 
approved the fo llow ing  recom m endations of the report:
a. It is recom m ended tha t when d ropp ing  Bag S /L  students from  

the Cessna 185 that the airspeed is a llow ed to decay to 60m ph 
IAS FOR THE M OM ENT TH A T  THE PARACHU TIST LEAVES 
THE STEP.

b. It is emphasised that it is the Parachute Ins truc to r's  responsi­
b ility  to  ensure that the airspeed has decayed su ffic ien tly  
B E FO R E dispatch ing the student.

c. It is recom m ended that the stall w arner be checked and ca li­
brated on G-BBEX.

d. Mr. B rooks suggestions of an a lum in ium  de flec to r around the 
ta ilw heel was approved wholehearted ly.

Item 8
STC MINUTES
D iscussion on th is was in itia ted  by a query as to w hy the m inutes 
are not sent out im m edia te ly after the  M eetings. The NC/SO  
expla ined that w h ils t the m inutes were usua lly typed and run o ff 
the fo llow ing  day, in the  in terests o f postal econom y thay had 
been sent at a later date toge the r w ith  the agenda fo r the next 
m eeting. It was agreed that in the in terests o f safety the m inutes 
should be d ispatched as soon after the  m eeting as possib le and 
that an agenda should be sent separate ly about 10 days before the 
fo llow ing  meeting.

PRFFT
Lashenden
RAOC
RCT
M artlesham
APA
MPC
Riggers
R iggers
PPC
PDPC
PDPC
H alfpenny Green

R. Swainson 
J. H iley 
D. Gays 
A. Keoghan 
P. F isher 
P. H ibberd
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“UP WITH EXPORTS — 
DOWN WITH SALESMEN”

The Pieterm aritzburg Parachute C lub cla im s to be the 
“ oldest parachute c lub in the B ritish  C om m onw ealth” , or 
at least this is what its Chairm an, 1,300 jum p Peter Lees 
to ld me. The firs t jum p occurred in 1951 and the C lub took 
o ff in 1953. No doub t B ill Paul w ill tell me whether this 
rates a case of Bulm ers best 1953 cider.

They certa in ly  made me welcom e in April 1976 during 
what was, of course, a high pressure c ider sales drive in 
the emergent parachuting nations. I arrived in the best 
possible weather cond itions  — apart from  December to 
February which can be tr icky , the rest of the year is alm ost 
com plete ly reliable — and w ith in  moments I was 
a ttem pting ‘re lative’ w ith Tony K lootwyk, the ir Treasurer, 
from  one of the tw o C lub-ow ned 182’s. I did in fact pin 
him but I still had to pay; however, at £2.20 fo r 7,500ft it 
seemed a good bargain.

The man I had been to ld  to contact was Phil Pass, the 
V ice-Chairm an, who'd obviously been squared to act as a 
sort of P.R. agent fo r our Ed. “ Give my regards to C harlie ” , 
hesaid, “ and tell him that I have had more help concerning 
the use of dep loym ent bags from  him and the BPA than I 
have managed to get from  anybody here or elsewhere.”

Th is was overheard and w ith in  seconds I was w riting  
down everybody’s messages fo r the o ld country. Peter 
Lees sent regards to M ike Taylor, Dave Moody, Johnny 
Magic and Terry Hagen. 1,600 jum p Lou S tre icher remem­
bered Warren Jones, and also rem inds John Pullen that 
a lthough he may be G od ’s g ift to  the sport now, Lou put 
him out on his firs t jum p at P ieter’burg.

I gave up all th is love to the o ld fo lks at home stu ff when 
Gordon Smith wanted love sent to  Mum and all at 
24 C larendon Court, Harpenden w ith the special word 
“ HOW SIT” attached.

The DZ is 2,400ft above sea level, not enough to make 
any d ifference to landing im pact but it does lim it the 182’s 
to  10,000ft at the very most, but the C lub is regularly 
getting e ight mans from  them.

The S pringbok fou r man sequentia l team of 1973, th ird 
in the w orld  meet came entire ly  from  tine C lub which has 
about 35 really active members, inc lud ing  some pretty 
d ishy “ re lly ” g ir ls — Brenda Penberthy is one, and it was 
husband Mark, the num ber tw o ins truc to r who lent me 
his “ Jerry B ird ” jum psu it and made me realise what I’d 
been missing.

Railwayman Dave Venter is the C.C.I. and says they 
tra ined 118 students last year and that they did 4,999 
ju m p s— how honest can you get I A m b ition?  — to get his 
hands on an Islander — w hich  they th ink  is quite on the 
cards.

They’re a great lot at th is C lub and w ill welcom e any 
B P A. members who are bum m ing around the Veldt, 
there ’s good food on fie ld and they even have a sw im m ing 
pool (Meacock Developments, please note). One strange 
th ing, they all took me aside and said I must mention the ir 
star turn, George Cook, six years out from Scotland 
“ the w o rld ’s shortest and fattest relative w orker". We must 
send C rocker out on a goodw ill v is it— they can't claim  all 
the records. PETER PRIOR

fit HI FELLOW JUMPERS”

! STOLEN !
Russian PC Red/W hite/Blue No. 730910 in B4 container. 
Tricon Reserve Red/White No. SN 581282 in sage green

tray.
plus  North Star Altimeter

A rew ard is o ffe red  phone: 021-554 6984

That’s it, the im possib le has happened, I’ve been “ de 
w huff oed” .

In an atm osphere of a lcoholic  euphoria, in the Red Lion 
last Sunday evening, I insanely agreed to  leap from  that 
so lid  p latform  I'd been fly ing  fo r years at Martlesham 
Heath. Sobriety, and the ligh t of M onday m orning made 
me realise that I was really much too young to go yet, and 
the request by Lynda fo r BPA M em bership money fina lly  
put the kibosh on the idea. But several days later, Lynda 
having parted w ith some housekeeping, I du ly  received 
Mem bership No. from  the BPA.

Furtively sneaking onto the Heath to fly  on Saturday, 
trusting  all had been fo rgo tten , I was grabbed fo r tra in ing 
by Pat S lattery (who iron ica lly  had checked me out as 
Jum p P ilot at S tapleford back in the early ’60's). Amid 
sadistic looks o f jo y  from  all the jum pers, Pat proceeded 
to in flic t the to rtu re  of ground tra in ing  on his on ly  rather 
re luctant pupil. Several landings on my ear during  PLF’s 
must have convinced him that perhaps he’d been a little 
hasty in agreeing to tra in  me but he hero ica lly  pressed on. 
Steve Russell had been specia lly co-opted to pack the old
C.9. My deep-rooted d is trust of anyth ing that go t airborne 
w ithou t a pair o f w ings allowed my im agination to run a 
little  w ild  — “ had I really seen one of the jum pers lurking 
about w ith a small hacksaw ?” “ Was there really a 
parachute in that pack set aside fo r m e?” “ Was my fly ing 
really as bad as they said it was?” . . .

I had just fin ished fly ing  a lift and was try ing  to make up 
my m ind as to w hich corner of the Heath I could most 
successfu lly hide m yself when Steve and Pat lurched 
m enacingly over to me carry ing my jum p gear, grabbed 
me and stuffed me in to  th is aerial stra ightjacket, borrowed 
boots and helmet, satisfied themselves that I could exit 
the a ircra ft in a reasonable manner again, and before I 
could resist Frank was fly ing  us o ff the runway. — It's the 
strangest feeling, after years of s itting  in the left hand seat, 
secretly g loating over the fact tha t ‘no way was I jum p ing ’, 
to  be staring at fuel and oil gauges and at w ires that 
operate contro ls  from  an absurd ly low po is ition  on the 
cockp it floor. — Well, the tim e came of course and after 
spotting  myself in, and a superb perform ance by Frank 
of stra ight and level fly ing , I was actua lly ou t there on that 
step and I was s im ply awestruck. The contrast between ‘in ’ 
and ‘o u t’ was 'm ind b low ing ’ to  me. I looked at Pat, “ G O !” , 
and I was off, Pat popped stra igh t out after me; sort of 
w et-nursing me down. Using my superior p ilo ts know- 
ledgeo f w ind ca lcu la tion I held and ran so as to get a D.C. 
and upon reaching prescribed height of 200ft I sm ugly 
did a 180° and then prom ptly  landed dow nw ind  w ith a 
crash! Shouts o f derision and cries of “what a d river” 
concluded my epic.

I shall probably go up again provided I can do a bit of 
re lly on a Strat; I shan’t m ind go ing base in the early 
stages. "Hey fellas, have I to ld  you about my jum p? . . . 
Hey! come back fellas!

ALAN BENNETT

* BICKMARSH WEEK *
29th August — 5th September 

Bickmarsh Airfield, Bidford on Avon, Worcs.
(078 988 8391)

Cessna 182 * Reasonable Rates (£1.50-£2.50)
Pit * C am ping fac ilitie s
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LOFTY’S LOFT
Directors: J. L. Thomas & G. Thomas

P/Cs PAPS STRATS & CLOUDS 
RESERVES— TALISM AN  TRI-CON SECURITY PIONEER 

CHRISTOFF HELMETS 

G O G G LES— PORTIA BOOGIE ROD BUBBLE 
FOSTER GRANT

TOP FLOOR 102-104 ST. JOHN STREET 
BRIDLINGTON, NORTH HUMBERSIDE

TEL: 0262-78299
F.A.A Licensed Master Rigger No. 4085459

£̂ 9«TS EQUIPS'

Everything that you want can be got.
Fepairs and modifications. Phone and then call

H ever too busy to help. round.

I f  you want it, I’ll make it whatever the shape.
Extensive range of colours, trims and designs.

51 Station Road 
Snainton

Elvin Skysports Ltd Scarborough. Y013 9AP 
Tel. 0723-85 578

JUMP SHIPS
Cherokee Six o r Seneca 

Both fu lly  equipped, no problem s in contro lled  
airspace.

Instrum ent rated 1000hr + experienced driver 
available.

Static lines, freefall, com petitions or demos. 
Anywhere, anytim e, p rom pt and reliable. 

0734-883512 (691455 after 6 p.m.)

MINI RIPCORD BELTS
by Janousek's Lincoln Parachute Loft

A great g ift fo r the 
jum per or fam ily. 
All co lours and 
sizes, $10.00 plus 

$1.50 shipping.

Also com plete sales 
and rigg ing service.

LINCOLN PARACHUTE LOFT 
929 Furnas Avenue, Lincoln, NE 68521 U.S.A.

F O R  S A L E
American Pap in GQ pack and harness (com ple te), reserve con ta ine r plus ripcord , p lus a ltim ete r — £230 or w ill sell 
separate ly — C ontact Les Leader, 128 W orsted Green, M erstham , Surrey. Tel: (W) 01-629 8867 x 410 or (H) Merstham 3265. 
B4 Pack and Harness, sleeve, ripcord , e x tra c to r— £30. C ontact M ary Loukes, 28 Seaton Street, B radford  3, o r 0532-503841

at weekends.
45 K1 Harness sewing machine, 16 K33 sew ing m achine, hot kn ife — £160. Phone Ian Robertson on 031-447-2342 after 5 p.m. 
Mk 1 PC com ple te  ready to  jum p in sty lem aster pack and harness p lus reserve tray — £200. Phone Sally W illiam s on

B uckingham  2745.
New French Para-Boots, size 11 — £18. Phone Peter Sm ith 01-828-3162.

PC + Modified unused Protector in m in i-system  — com ple te  plus tw o  a ltim eters — £325. Phone Mai Ham m onds on
0252-24431 x 418 (w ork ing  hours).

Mk1 PC + M A1 pilot chute — £150. Phone Bob H u ll on 01-870-0274 o r Luton 23910.
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SHOBDON
HOME OF THE 

HEREFORD PARACHUTE CLUB
Now operating as a Full Time Club 

JUMPING SIX DAYS A WEEK
(We try and do the books on Monday)

— ALL JUMPERS WELCOME —
PLEASE BRING YOUR DOC’s

COURSES FOR BEGINNERS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED

OUR OWN 182 OUR OWN PIT OUR OWN CLUB
+ + HOUSE +

PILOT TELEMETERS 5 PACKING TABLES
10,000 ft LIM IT

K IT  A VA ILAB LE  FOR LO A N  A N D  HIRE

SLEEPING BAG ACCOMMODATION or BRING A TENT or CARAVAN
Club Address: C.C.I. Mac McCarthy, D.152

Shobdon Airfield 5 Green Lane Crescent
Kingsland, Nr. Leominster Yarpole
Herefordshire Herefordshire
Phone: Kingsland 551 or 633 Phone: Yarpole 569

JU M P S U IT S
D irect from  B rita in 's  largest m anufacturer 

STANDARD CHEQUERBOARD FLARED

SINGLE COLOURS
Black
Red
Blue
Yellow
Purple
White

SIX SIZES

TWO TONE COLOURS  
Black and White 
Black and Orange 
Black and Red 
Black and Yellow  
Blue and White 
Blue and Orange 
Blue and Red 
Blue and Yellow  
Purple and White 
Purple and Orange 
Purple and Red 
Purple and Yellow  
White and Orange 
White and Red

B .P .V . Jum psu its  . . .  for lo n g er lasting  p ro tec tio n

Send or telephone for b ro c h u re  a n d  o rd e r  fo rm  to  

B r it is h  P a ra -V e n tu re s  
8 B ro a d fie ld  C re s c e n t 
F e rn h ill H e a th
N r W o rc e s te r  T e l W o rc e s te r  51690

SPOTTER
AN INTERNATIONAL PARACHUTING NEW SMAGAZINE  

ORIGINATING IN THE NORTHEAST USA

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

$ 1 2 -  A IRMAIL

14 Hardwick Road, Quincy, 
Mawachwtta 02169, USA__________

INSURANCE 
FOR PARACHUTISTS

WEST MERCIA 
INSURANCE BROKERS

High S t. Wombourne. Nr WotverrtBmplon WV5 90N  
Tel Wombourne 2661/4705 (STD 090 77)
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^  CUSTOM PARACHUTES 
“The Chapel Loft” 

Tidworth Road, Idmiston
w ilts .(0980) 610698

PARAQUIP

NEW LOW PRICES
Para-Flite Strato Star Systems 

now only £356.50 incl. Duty &VAT 

Para-Flite Strato Cloud Systems 
now only £483.50 incl. Duty & VAT 

with Slider or P.C.R.
PARAQUIP are pleased to announce that 
they have been granted a PARA-FLITE 
factory agency and so are able to offer, 
for a limited period, the above low prices. 

No ‘Catch 22’ just plain good value 
AMOUNTING TO THE BEST DEAL 

AVAILABLE

Custom made harnesses and systems 
available to order, repairs using 

manufacturers materials
For fu rthe r in fo rm ation  write, enclosing S.A.E. 

o r phone:
STEVE TALBOT,

42 Tennyson Road,
Headless Cross,

Redditch, Worcestershire B97 5BJ
Telephone Redditch 64302 (Evenings)

(Above prices co rre c t at tim e o f go ing  to press, 
based on an exchange rate o f 1.7750 do lla rs to the C. 
Prices w ill fluctuate  up o r DOW N acco rd ing  to the 

exchange rate).
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This year 15,000 people are 
going to be glad they didn't settle 

for the same old £2,000 
family saloon. 

You could spend £2,000 
or so on a brand new car and 
drive home in an old idea. 

Or you could spend 
£2,000 on a brand new car 
and drive home in a new 
idea. 

Ours. The Fiat 131 
mirafiori. 

Judged by'Car' magazine to be a better car all round than the 
Cortina 1600L and the Marina 1.8 Super. 

Why not go round to your local Fiat dealer and judge for yourself· 

1111Bf1131 
The Fiat 131 range starts at£2,026. The 1311600 Special4-door illustrated £2,399. 

The 1311600 Special Estate illustrated £2,576. 
Prices are correct at time of going to press and include car tax and VAT but 

exclude number plates, seat belts and delivery charges. 

Fiat (England) Ltd., Gt West Road, Brentford,Middlesex TW8 9DJ. Tel: 01-568 8822. 



ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS
INDIVIDUAL OR TEAM

FRENCH PARABOOTS SPECIAL PURCHASE

COMPETITION MODEL PATHFINDER
Pneumatic sole — Ankle support — Main canopy
Forward movement without sideways Black/yellow
give— Positive arch support— Self Blue/yellow
adjusting lacing with external loops. Black/red

i
STYLE MODEL PROTECTOR

Lightweight pneumatic sole — Ankle Steerable Reserve Canopy
support— Positive arch support — Self Red/White only
adjusting lacing with external loops. (Modified in accordance with B.P.A. 

requirements)

SPORT PARA SERVICES
LTD

BINDERS
Leather cloth with gold blocked name 
plate on spine, to take your copies of 
Sport Parachutist and U.S.P.A. 
Parachutist magazines.

BARIGO
Wrist type or combination with plate 
and stop watch.

ROD GOGGLES
Close fitting and comfortable with 
adjustable band — Portia goggles also 
available.

27 FITZROY ROAD, FLEET, HANTS. Fleet (02514) 3793
Always open
But after 5.30 p.m. and at weekends please phone in advance if possible.

EVERYTHING ELSE YOU M A Y  REQUIRE:  
Jumpsuits 
Gloves 
Helmets 
Hardware
Individual name tapes

Present ly in stock:
Papillons 
Stratostars 
Thunderbow 
Mini Systems
C9s LL and TU
T10s


