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BPA CLUBS AND CENTRES

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION LTD 
FULL TIME CLUBS

Border Venture Parachute Club
Brunton, Nr. Alnwick, 
Northumberland

Peterborough Parachute Centre
Sibson Airfield, Peterborough

Eagle Sport Parachute Centre
Ashford Airport, Lympne, Kent 
(Hythe 60816)
The Sport Parachute Centre
Grindale Field, Brid lington, Yorkshire

R.S.A. Parachute Club
Thruxton Aerodrome, Andover, Hants. 
Tel: Weyhill 2124

Chief Instructor,
K. Noble.
1/2 Quayside, Blyth, 
Northumberland 
Tel: 06706.61225
W. J. Meacock
(at c lub  address), Sibson A irfie ld 
Tel: Elton 490
A. Black
(at club address)

R. O 'Brien 
(at club address)
Tel: 0262-77367 
R. A. Acraman 
(at c lub address)

WEEK-END CLUBS
British Parachute Club
Headcorn Airfield, Headcorn, Kent
Brunei University Skydiving Club
c/o Students Union
Brunei University, Uxbridge, Middx.
(Brunei Students only)
Cheshire Parachute Club

Chesterfield Skydiving Club
Netherthorpe, Nr. Worksop,
Notts. (Temporary)

Dunkeswell International Skydiving 
Centre

Dunkeswell Airfield, Nr. Honiton, 
Devon
(Tel: Luppitt 643)
Edinburgh University Para. Club
Glenrothes Airfie ld, Fife

Halfpenny Green Skydiving Club
Halfpenny Green Aerodrome, 
Bobbington, Worcs.
Hereford Parachute Club Ltd 
Shobdon Aerodrome, Shobdon, 
Leominster, Hereford 
Tel: Kingsland 551 
Black Knights Skydiving Centre 
Weeton, Nr. Blackpool, Lancs.
Leeds/Bradford Free Fall Club
Leeds/Bradford Airport, Leeds, 
LS19 7TU
Leeds University Free Fall Club
(Leeds Students only)

Lincoln Pathfinders Free Fall Club
Wickenby, Lincs.

Manchester Free Fall Club
Tilstock D.Z., Twenlows Hall Farm, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire
Manchester Parachute Club

Martlesham Heath Para. Club
Martlesham Heath Aerodrome 
Nr. Ipswich, Suffolk

Metropolitan Police Parachute Club
Headcorn Airfie ld, Headcorn, Kent
Midland Parachute Centre
The Airfie ld, Bickmarsh, Worcs.

Newcastle University Para. Club
Brunton and Grindale

North West Para Centre
Cark Airfie ld, Flookburgh,
Nr. Grange over Sands, Lancs.

The Secretary 
(at club address)
The Secretary 
(at club address)

R. W. Dyson
34 Arundel Avenue, Urmston, 
Manchester
Miss J. Wallace
68 Gypsy Lane, Old W hittington, 
Chesterfield

I. Loutitt
(at c lub address)

J. inglis
96 M archmont Road, Edinburgh 
Tel: 031.447.4555
J. Fisher
41 Cairndhu Drive, Kidderminster,
Worcs.
Miss S. Kunicks 
(at club address)
Tel: Kingsland 551 — weekends only 

R. Parry
13 Fern Hey, Thornton, Liverpool 23
The Secretary 
(at club address)

The Secretary
c /o  The University Union, Leeds 

Miss V. Cobb
‘Llareggub', Gallamore Lane,
M iddle Rasen, Lincs.

J. Law
148 Heaton Moor Road, Heaton Moor, 
Stockport, Cheshire
T. Bailey
157 Kenyon Lane, Moston, Manchester 10 
Tel: 061-681 1740 (evenings)
Mrs. L. Bennett 
76 Grundisburgh Road 
W oodbridge, Suffolk 
M. Bengali
175 Sunningvale Ave., Biggin H ill, Kent
P. Connolly
(at club address)
P. A. Hick
c /o  Students Union,
Kings Walk, Newcastle University 
Tel: Newcastle 28402/3/4 
J. D. Prince
21 The Coppice, Ingol, Preston, Lancs., 
PR2 30 L
Tel: Preston 720848

Old Warden Flying and Parachute 
Group

Duck End Farm, Wilstead, Beds.
Paraclan Parachute Club
Glenrothes, Fife
Peak D istrict Parachute Club

Scottish Parachute Club
Strathalan Castle, Auchterarder, 
Perthshire
Scottish Sport Parachute Association

Staffordshire Sport Skydivers
c/o  Stoke-on-Trent Youth and Adult 
Centre, Pump Street, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST4 1NQ
Northumbria Parachute Club
Sunderland Airport, Washington Road, 
Sunderland, Co. Durham
Queen Mary College Skydiving Club

Vauxhall Skydiving Club

Wessex Parachute Club

Yorkshire F/F Club

D. I. Waugh
1 Kings Cottages, Stane Street, 
Ockley, Surrey 
D. C. Payne
13 Boswell Drive, K inghorn, Fife 
D. Orton
‘Notwen', Main Street, Newton Solney,
Burton-on-Trent, DE15 0SJ
M. McPherson
39 Blackford Road, Paisley
Tel: 041 887 6532
D. C. Payne
13 Boswell Drive, Kinghorn, Fife
The Secretary 
(at club address)

Chief Instructor 
(at c lub  address)
Tel: Boldon 7530
Students Union, Queen Mary College, 
M ile End Road, London E1 
R. Parry
7 Berrylands Road, M oreton, Wirral, 
Cheshire, L46 7TU 
J. C. Donovan
The Castle, Donhead St. Andrew, 
Shaftesbury, Dorset 
Tel: Donhead 513
E. Vine
21 W ellington Road, Brid lington, 
Yorks.

SERVICE ASSOCIATION, CLUBS AND TEAMS
Army Parachute Association

Rhine Army Parachute Association 

R.A.F. Sport Parachute Association 

Parachute Regiment Free Fall C lub

Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
Sport Parachute Association 

Cyprus Joint Service Adventurous 
Training Centre (CJSATC)

Intelligence Corps Depot 
Sport Para Club

7 Parachute Regiment R.H.A.
(The Black Knights)

R.E.M.E. Free Fall Team

Royal Green Jackets Parachute Club

22 Special A ir Service Parachute Club 
Golden Lions Parachute Club

Royal Corps of Transport Parachute 
Club

29 Cdo Lt Regt RA
(The Buccaneers F/F Team)

Hong Kong Parachute Club

Chief Instructor
J.S.P.C., A irfie ld  Camp, Netheravon, 
W iltshire
Captain T. E. Oxley
R.A.P.A. Centre, S.T.C. Sennelager,
B.F.P.O. 16
Hon. Sec., R.A.F.S.P.A.,
R.A.F. Abingdon, Berks.
Tel: Ab ingdon 288 Ext 485
Major P. O'Hara
Para Regt. Free Fall Team,
Browning Bks., A ldershot, Hants. 
Tel: A ldershot 24431 Ext 2446 
The Secretary 
R.N.R.M.S.P.A.
Chief Instructor (CCSPC)
CJSATC, Slim Barracks, BFPO 53 
S. Sgt. R.G . W right, Int. Corps.,
The Intelligence Corps Depot, 
Templar Barracks, Ashford,
Kent, TN23 3HH
Tel: Ashford 25251, Ext. 320
Lt. N. D. Cooke 
7 Parachute Regiment R.H.A.
L ille Bks., Aldershot, Hants.
Tel: Aldershot 24431, Ext. 3509
Capt. A. C. Dixon 
7 Mount View, Church Lane W., 
Aldershot, Hants.
Sgt. R. D. M. Dowling
R.I.T. R.G. Jackets, Rifle Depot,
W inchester, Hants.

CpI. C. Cameron
G lencorse Barracks, M ilton Bridge, 
Penicuik, M idloth ian, Scotland
Capt. O. Hall
65 Sqn. RCT, Bulford Camp, 
Salisbury, Wilts., SP4 9LT
Capt. N. Neame, RA
7 Cdo Lt BTY RA
c/o  45 Cdo, Condor, Arbroath,
Angus, Scotland
Captain T. M. Macartney RCT,
31 Squadron,
The Gurkha Transport Regt.,
Sek Kong South Camp, B.F.P.O. 1
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ASSOCIATION
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EDITORIAL

As you will see from the Council Minutes repro­
duced in this edition of S.P., I was asked to obtain 
competitive quotes from other printers for the 
production of this magazine. I am delighted to 
say that none of the quotes obtained could 
compete with that from Fishers, our current printers. 
I have been editing “Sport Parachutist” for 3 years 
(18 issues), and have built up an excellent working 
relationship with Fishers which makes my job 
very much easier. At BPA end, apart from invoicing 
for advertising which Bill and Dorothy undertake, 
production of S.P. is a one man band, and thus I, 
more than anyone else, appreciate the excellent 
service we receive from Fishers. So I would like 
to say a sincere thank you on your behalf to all at 
G. H. Fisher and Sons for the first rate job they do 
on producing our magazine.

Still on the subject of the magazine I would like 
to thank all those who contribute regularly, and give 
S.P. its unique flavour; worthy of particular 
mention must be JPS, Unai Cotano, Tony Geraghty, 
Dave Waterman, Eddie McBride, Buzz Bennett 
and of course Lowe Puller! I would very much like 
to get a regular club page off the ground, but in the 
past this suffered from lack of support — how 
about it Club Secretaries? Any contribution for 
S.P., however small, will be most welcome.

In the meantime,

Blue skies and soft landings,

CHARLIE.

C o v e r—  N a tio n a l C h am p io n  John  M ea c o c k  on his U T  15
by Annie Kil leen

Printed by G H Fisher & Sons (Printers) Ltd . Peterborough, PE1 3AU



AT THE DROP INN

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
19 April 1976 Relative and Accuracy

C om petition, Dunkeswell. 
Paraclan R el/Acc Meet, 
G lenrothes, Scotland.
Accuracy C om petition, Sibson. 
A rm y Cham pionships, 
Netheravon.
BPA Instructors Course and 
Exam ination (2/76).
BPA C lassic National 
Cham pionships.

16-

8/9 May 1976 
1 0 — 19 May 1976

24 — 28 May 1976

1 2 — 20 June 1976

The Canadian RW Team arrived fo r tra in ing  at Bad 
Lippspringe p rio r to the 1975 W orld Meet. Follow ing them 
into the RAPA C lub bu ild ing  was a ta ll long blonded haired 
individual wearing a sweat band around his head. A local 
jum per looked up from  his magazine and remarked “ who 
does he th ink he is. . . Jerry B ird? ”

What was your reply Jerry?!

□  □  □

C ongratu lations to  C hris Philp  and Ray M cG uire who 
have recently announced the ir engagement.

NYLONUS CARNIVOREUS
Not norm ally indigenous to the UK, it has become 
apparent that a pest new ly m igrated to these shores is 
causing havoc in the parachuting w orld . The cause 
of all th is dismay is a small w inged insect, so small in fact 
so tha t the fo llow ing  descrip tion is as if seen th rough a 
high powered m icroscope. The body is of an oval form  
w ith a very s light waist about tw o th irds  back from  the 
head, the length is between one and half to  tw o and a half 
m illim etres. The head is dom inated by the eyes w hich are 
a lm ost identical to  the com m on house fly ’s. There is a 
very pronounced prob iscis w hich is the part o f the 
anatom y that causes all the troub le , as it has exceedingly 
sharp teeth on the underslung jaw. The w ings are approx i­
mately the same size as the body and are fou r in number. 
L ittle  is known o f the breeding habits of th is  bug, one of 
the details that we have been able to ascertain is that nylon 
when kept in polythene or p lastic bags provides near 
perfect breeding cond itions.

The Latin name fo r th is  insect is Nylonus Carnivoreus, 
the damage caused by N ylonus is easy to recognise, it 
takes the form  of a small ragged hole tha t you cannot 
remember being there when you last packed the canopy. 
Should you have the s ligh test doub t consu lt a rigger as 
soon as possible; and rem em ber that students should be 
warned of this little  pest during  packing tests.

In studies at the U niversity of A rizona, a battery of 
psychological test was adm inistered to a cross-section of 
subjects who preferred sports of the h igh-risk, skyd iv ing 
variety. These ind iv iduals were found to be “ s ign ifican tly  
more free than others from  anxiety, phobia and 
depression. They were more open and lacking in 
defensiveness; more unconventiona l; more inclined to 
reject trad itiona l re lig ious beliefs; more se lf-con fiden t 
and positive; more sociable, more inclined to  act on 
impulse, and free from  health w orries.” The find ings of th is 
particu la r study suggest that people w ho go in fo r dare­
devil sports figure D estiny ’s dice to be so heavily loaded 
in the ir favour that they co u ld n ’t lose unless they really 
tried.

□  □  □
Overheard at the BPA O ffice: "H ow  much are the BPA 
Regulations as I want to give a copy to my husband as a 
C hristm as present?” . . . W hy — has he been breaking the 
rules darlin ’?!

THERE YX1 <50 ASAIN ... 
TE#1MN6 WEEKENDS... 

-H O P S  ABROAD... 
COMPETITION AFTER

c o m p e t it io n :
MWZtfAKE UP TOUR MIND. 

...ITS EITHER MB 
0RY3UB CRUMMY SPORT!

s u r e f i f t y
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A PAGE OF COOKIE — POET LAUREATE OF CARK

Have you heard of Jerry B ird?,
‘Relatives’ new Messiah,
It seems absurd,
That upon his word,
His fo llow ers ‘w alk on fire ’.
H igh priests Charlie, D ick and Jim,
W ould go out west to w orsh ip  him.
A king is born, these prophets cry,
For the re ’s his star up in the sky.
They’ve now returned to spread the word 
Of how to do it like Jerry Bird.
You can’t do ‘re lly ’ dressed like that,
You need a pisspot fo r a hat.
Headband, boogie boots, a flare or two,
Or a wedge shaped pack m ight w ork fo r you. 
But don ’t despair, fo r you ’re not lost,
You can buy these th ings at m odest cost.
So jo in  our c irc le and hand in hand 
We’ll descend into the prom ised land.

Brian Laithwaite, round and chubby,
His anorak, so blue and g rubby 
He w ould discard and that was that,
To subjugate Dave P rince ’s Strat.
He would ascend to he ights unknown 
And when his little  m ind was blown.
He w ould emerge, his bell w ould  ring, 
He'd jigg le  w ith the b it o f s tring 
That ‘seated in' that ‘d roguey ’ th ing.
And g irls  w ould see him from  afar 
Beneath th is w ondrous S trato Star.
Alas, the best laid plans of men 
As ever, w ould go w rong again 
And seconds later, the ou tlook  bleak, 
He'd give his capewells such a tweak. 
Six thousand feet, terra in so h illy , 
W ithout his anorak, feeling ch illy . 
Reserve deployed and slow  descending, 
A somewhat ignom in ious ending.
But later on they heard him say 
As, having bent his knee to pray,
“ I’m going to jum p again to d a y ” .
And so he did and all went well.
Happy, sm iling, Brian L.

□  □  □

Uzz p ilo t Ben, the foolish fella,
W hilst very good at supping Stella,
W ill now attempt, he’ll find  it hard.
At verse and worse, to beat the bard.
On both these counts, the fact remains,
He’ll fin ish up w ith addled brains.

□ □ □
Old Jack Wood,
If he could,
W ould like to do some relly.
The style preferred 
W ould be w ith a bird.
Doing backloops, w hilst belly to belly.

□ □ □
G.C.P. S.S. N.C.S.O. S.C.R. S.C.S.
What th is means I can but guess,
For Initialese, like Cantonese,
Is a language I do not parle.
But one th in g ’s fo r sure,
Though his m eaning’s obscure,
He sounds like a proper Charlie.

□  □  □

Old Chinese proverb he say;
‘Jum ping in w in te r w ith trousers off,
Makes you wheeze and sneeze and koff.
It also makes you limp.

□  □  □

Last tim e out he jum ped the ‘S tra t’,
We all know what he did w ith that.
Last weekend, th is innovator,
Went and chopped his Dom inator.
Taking J im m y Savile’s tip,
He gives it ‘c lunk c lic k ’ every trip.

□  □  □

Sixteen stones of bone and muscle,
Not a man w ith whom to tussle.
Big R ichard stands at C ookey’s bar,
His favourite tipp le  is Scotch, ‘G layva’.
The word is out, he’s in the soup,
’cos that s tu ff causes ‘boozers d roop ’.
The m ora l’s clear, th is  is no joke,
if you ’ve got the ‘bends’, then stick to Coke.

SORRY JDEAB. - BUT YOU. DID
GOME A
V ES Y  
C L O S E  
SECOND!
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PRESS RELEASE—
(AS WE SEE OURSELVES)

Follow ing a loss o f power shortly  after take o ff from 
Sibson A irfie ld , Peterborough, a Cessna 180 a ircra ft 
belonging to the Peterborough Parachute Centre and 
carry ing  fou r passengers made a forced landing on 
nearby farm land.

The occupants were unhurt and later the undamaged 
a ircra ft was pushed along the road back to  the a irfie ld  
where the engine is now undergoing inspection.

Plane m echanic Vera Lynn said: “ I’ve never seen 
damage to  an engine like th is before; it ’s a m iracle they 
survived.”

Skydive Champ John M eacock who has over 300 jum ps 
to his c red it said “Who rang the f . .  k . ng press anyway” !!!

To cap it all Captain Lucky N ick C ullum  was up in the 
sky again the next day, do ing n ight  and instrument fly ing  
if you please, a lthough he did take along an experienced 
p ilo t and taxi driver M ike “ C u rly ” Watts in case he suffered 
a delayed reaction to his ordeal.

□  □  □

AU REVOIR, DICK
Dick Reiter made his firs t descent in th is country in 1968. Having worked 
over here ever since at the US Base, Menwith H ill, Yorkshire, it is now 
tim e to say “ Au revoir, D ick” , as he has just been posted back to his native 
USA. W ith a meagre 20 jum ps under his belt on arrival here, D ick now has 
well over 1000 descents, a BPA Advanced Instructors/E xam iners Rating, 
and has been a regular member of a num ber o f B ritish  10 Man Teams 
(notably the Silver Medal w inn ing  10 Man Team in Austria  '74, and the 
10 Man Team at the W orld Cup in South A frica ’74). Apart from  his 
parachuting ability , Dick is one helluva nice guy, (to use his native phrase­
ology), and has proved him self a m agnificent am bassador to  his Country. 
We’re sure as hell gonna miss him, and we wish him, his long suffering wife 
Donna, and the ir kids, Lisa and David, all possible happiness in the future. 
Take care, Unicorn.

G. C. P. S-S.

SKYMEN CHEAT DEATH — (AS OTHERS SEE US)

Spectators at Shibsom a irport near Peterborough, gasped 
in horror as a Cessna 152 plane belonging to  Peter­
borough Skydiving C lub lost an engine on take o ff and 
disappeared from  view behind some trees.

In the cockp it Captain N ick “ Lucky” C ullom  fough t a 
desperate battle w ith the joystick  to  bring the cripp led 
plane under contro l. Using all of his 186 hours in com ­
mand to his advantage, he let the a ircra ft down, narrow ly 
missing the A1, to make a p in -po in t touchdow n on a 
farmers field, d riv ing an 800 yard fu rrow  across the 
ground.

The occupants clambered out of the wreckage and in 
true paratroop style shrugged o ff the a ttentions of 
am bulance men and firem en who had raced to the scene 
of the accident, and even helped to push the stricken 
plane back to Sibsem Aerodrom e.

Interviewed later Captain Cullum  said “ There I was at 
50 feet w ith noth ing on the clock but the makers name. 
When the engine exploded I though t tha t we had all had 
it” .

ODE TO THE B.K.’s
There before you r very eyes 
In verm illion shirts and kipper ties.
Blazers crum pled, dand ru ff shedding,
The guard of honour at G raham ’s wedding.

W ho are these guys, you may be asking,
Grandly, in the lim e ligh t basking.
Known to all from  far and wide,
As, ‘the real Black K n igh ts ’ from  Merseyside.
Later, when questioned by our staff reporter,
Mr. Parry, the ir ch ie f re torter
Said, “W eddings, carnivals, we charge no fee,
Providing of course that the beer is free,
(Or there’s a couple o f b irds fo r Cav and me.)
We are good at tall stories and playing tunes,
On any old fiddle and L loydy croons.
We all do free fall and Roger tracks 
And fo r extra excitem ent, we’ll dum p on our backs. 
Standups, team stacks, we know all the tr icks  
And we’re booking now fo r seventy six.,

COOKIE
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Sentimental journey for Jim Hoskins — landing in Tatton 
Park 34 years after his first jump there in 1941.

□  □  □

PILOTS EYE VIEW — OR —
(They told the pilot to jump in the Lake)

Having com pleted my firs t tim e jum p into Lake Coniston, 
out of uzz Cark 172,1 can now say that I have had occasion 
to be (as we p ilots say) on the w rong end of a parachute. 
Up to doing my ‘Lob ’ in to Lake C oniston, I had seen over 
2000 static line P.O.D. deploym ents, all successful, 
despite some firs t timers go ing o ff the step sideways, 
backwards, between the wheel and the strut, fa lling  o ff 
and of course strut hanging! Out o f th is  lot tw o did a 
‘Prince Charles’ and got the ir feet in the rigg ing lines! So 
armed w ith th is in form ation the idea of a W ater Jum p, as 
a firs t tim e jum p appealed to me. I was put on one of the 
courses w ith the students at Cark by ’uzz C .C .I.’ Then 
came the day; I donned a borrowed wet suit, was put on a 
lift w ith Stella who was doing her firs t W ater Jum p, along 
w ith many more experienced parachutists. I recall Dave 
Prince checking me out and m aking me go th rough  the 
exit and em ergency d rills  yet again. We clim bed aboard, 
the p ilo t, Archie, who had done his firs t jum p weeks 
earlier nodded. As we taxied out fo r take off, I m entally 
did the a ircra ft vital actions. As we clim bed out towards 
C oniston, parts of the film  ‘Masters of the Sky’ came to 
mind, the build up to a big star, zoom ing, in free fall. 
“ C U T" Dave Prince’s voice jo lted  me back to reality, 
“ GERROUT” I did, I looked down to the lake, looked in, 
“ GO” said the man and I went. I remember a voice far

Uzz Pilot Ben in his more usual role.

away counting and ca lling check canopy, so I thought I 
had bette rcheck mine! Then I realized it was me counting, 
and I had done it, below me was Coniston. ‘C hris t’ I 
thought, as the silence beat my ears, ‘W ater jum p d r ill ’ 
that I had practised on the D.Z. Undo one side of reserve, 
undo chest strap, in fla te life jacket, (it was a tw o cell jacket 
and on ly one side inflated under canopy though both cells 
w orked on the D.Z.), fina lly , dust cover o ff right riser. The 
splashdown was qu ite  warm, Stella fo llowed, then we were 
on the recovery vessel, chatting excited ly  about the jump, 
and Dave Prince flew  back to Cark, pig sick, on account of 
me doing, and I quote D.P. ‘A text book ex it’ and he 
cou ldn ’t shout at me fo r doing som ething w rong, as
C .C .I’s do. There is now a bet on that next O ctober I w ill 
make a com plete mess of it, when I go in to  C oniston fo r 
the second time. See you there fo lk s . . .

UZZ PILOT BEN.

□  □  □

Derek Newberry supplied this answer to the thorny 
problem of what reserve canopy to acquire!
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The Zephyrhills  Thanksgiving Meet, by reputation, the 
biggest and best RW gathering in the w orld, th is  year 
perpetuated that claim  w ith a staggering partic ipa tion  of 
71 ten man teams! enough to  jam the works you ’d th ink  — 
but not so. Six judges each w ith tw o he lper/recorders, 
themselves a perfect team, headed by Si Fraser, spotting 
each load from  the judg ing  area. Three Lockheed Load­
stars, tw o DC 3’s and a C.47 manned by e ight piots and 
two standby p ilo ts flew  the 7,180 com petition  jum ps to 
altitude, logging 133.4 hours of freefall time. Fun jum ping, 
record attem pting and garbage loading swelled that total 
to  close on 10,000 jum ps by the end of the meet — 20 
acres o f provided cam psite were saturated w ith tents 
and makeshift accom m odation — an O hio farm boy I 
s p o k e to ‘gestim ated’ 25 solid acres of cars, m obile homes 
and camper wagons — every motel fo r an hours ride 
around Z -h ills  had been booked up fo r a w eek— a m obile 
kitchen tra ile r and a confectionery  tent catered fo r the 
needs of in p u t— six ‘Port-O -Lets ’ and tw o fix tu res coped 
w ith the ou tput — in tota l — about 2,500 jum pers, jum p 
bums and associated issues!

W hile ta lk ing high numbers, B ill O ttley (wearing shades 
in the above p icture) made his 3,000th freefall — he chose 
to celebrate it by m aking an intentiona l cutaway under a 
grand, before jo in ing  the crow d on the ground, well 
primed fo r the occasion over the PA system w hile  his lift 
clim bed to altitude. Ten g irl jum pers had done the ir own 
prim ing fo r the event. When B ill landed as the centre of 
attraction round the pea-gravel pit, they exited a parked 
camper wagon and gave him a ‘ten girl m oon ’. The 
jum pers whooped and the cameras clicked, but B ills 
attention m ainly was on the double diam ond gold w ing 
presentation that marked the occasion fo r him.

A leisurely day in Palm Beach, and a jum p at Poppen- 
hagers place at Indiantown negated any chance I may 
have had, jo in ing  a 20 man or 16 man team. These events 
had registered and were jum ping  by the tim e I got to Z -h ills  
Monday midday. Jerry Bird w ith six o f his curren t team 
picked up four previous team jum pers and com bined 
w ith the ‘Slots are fo r Tots' — a local Deland hot team. 
They were the on ly team of 15 registered 20 man teams to 
com plete all 20 mans th rough the three rounds o f that 
event. 44.9, 45.0 and 43.8 tim ings w ith a fu ll 60 points. 
Pete Grubers in ternational team, drawn from  all over 
Europe, and known to many of us here in the U.K., 
did exceptiona lly well to  take 2nd place, scoring a 17 man,
19 man and an 18 man. The 16 man event w ith 14 teams, 
was won by the M igratory ‘B ird ’ Refuge w ith tim ings over 
three rounds of 39.7, 35.1 and 40.4. ‘Slots fo r T o ts ’ placed 
second w ith a 36.3 second 16 man, a 15 man and a 47.8 
16 man.

Wednesday was practise day fo r the 10 man event, 
heralding the start on Thursday o f a massive 71 team 
com petition. All praise and apprecia tion to  Pete Gruber 
fo r his considerable interest and energy organis ing the 
international flavour of the meet — it w ould  have been 
easy fo r him to jo in  one o f the ‘H o t’ teams and jus t boogie! 
He gave me a slot on his team com prised o f the fo llow ing : 
3 Floaters — Rainer Rohsler (Austria), M adelaine (an 
Australian g irl), JPS (UK), Erhart iff-Basem an (Sw itzer­
land), A lfred de Meester-Pin (Belgium ), O dm ar Stenhaug 
(Norway), Bob Smith (Canada), Marco S traziota (Vene­
zuela), Peter Kefer (Germ any-Bavaria), Pete G ruber 
(USA). The countdow n, shouted in each members 
national tongue provided the only d iscordant note. The 
team d id n ’t disgrace itse lf and gained tenth place w ith 
five round tim ings of 25.2, 30.4, 27.3, 25.3, 20.4. The 
firs t tw o rounds times were lengthened each by seven 
seconds or so w aiting fo r a tenth man. The th ird  round a 
grip was lost by Madelaine and it took seven seconds to 
fly  it back together.

O f the the 71 teams entered, on ly  22 teams com pleted 
all 10 mans through five rounds. The fastest star o f the 
meet was a 14.1 by the ‘Ten-H igh B unch ’. ‘S lots fo r To ts ’ 
took firs t place w ith 21.0, 16.8, 18.6, 15.8, 17.4. ‘Exitus’ 
took second w ith 18.3, 19.5, 16.8, 22.5, 18.6. B irds team 
placed th ird  and the T en  High B unch ’ fourth . Reading the 
team names is always a hoot at these meets, but to 
feature all 71 w ould be more than th is a rtic le  cou ld  cope 
w ith spacewise. If I had to s ingle out one of them w orth 
mention, it must surely be an a ll-g irl team called ‘The 
C unning Stunts'! a lthough the o ther g irl team T h e  Moon 
Maidens’ perhaps made more im pact on the crowd 
(certa in ly on B ill O ttley!).

Sequential manoeuvres fo llow ing  the ‘ten-m an’, were 
optional extras to th is event. First place, and therefore 
the coveted Meet D irectors Award, went to  the ‘M igratory 
Bird Refuge’. Second place w ent to  ‘Exitus’. A t the award 
cerem ony T h e  G ruber In ternationa l C onnection ' got an 
honourable mention fo r com ple ting  all the ir sequential 
manoeuvres and th is perform ance gained us sixth 
placing. Many o f our team had never made these 
manoeuvres before so once again “well done Pete” . 
Sequentia lly speaking, one of the more memorable fun 
load attempts was put together by Jerry B irds team, 
BJ W orth and a selection from  ‘Exitus’ and ‘S lo ts ’ (a 
pooling o f hot jum pers!). Three ten-man wedges were to 
be bu ilt as an overall fo rm ation, linked centra lly  by the ir 
apex. On com pletion, each wedge w ould have backed off, 
turned, and tracked away. U nfortunate ly one wedge 
was incom plete by four, and another by two, but never­
theless it was a beautifu lly  d iscip lined jum p to watch.
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Pete Gruber gets together the International Connection.

Sequential was a real feature o f the Meet! B. J. W orth 
certa in ly  has achieved his prim ary objective w hich has 
been to demonstrate what is possible, and convert the 
w orld o f RW onto a lim itless pursuit.

One of the biggest ‘v isua l’ tu rn -ons o f the meet occurred 
when a 24 man load under the ir canopies provided an 
aerial foreground to a record 40 man attempt. 
A lthough a size record was not achieved, the ensuing 
spectacle was one of 60-70 canopies hom ing in from 
im m ediately over the landing area.

The jum ping finale fo r me was Pete Gruber m anifesting 
a record 36 man attem pt. 18 internationals plus 18 
Americans w ith an exit from  the C-47 at 15,000ft, bu ilt 
to  a 21 man before being taken out on one side. It re­
formed, certa in ly  to  a legal 28 man although o f the 39 
people in the air, g round view ing counted e ight people 
out, includ ing  three photographers, at the final separation 
altitude.

At a meet like this, I s ’pose someone had to do i t — and 
he did . . .  a sky streaker! W ith much w hooping and 
hollering, his nine team members fanfared him, naked 
as a jayb ird ! in to the m idd le  of the arena. Not a wise 
move! — it put too much d istance between him and the 
nearest source of seclusion. The police prom ptly nabbed 
him and it took a $250 w h ip -round  on the DZ to bail him 
out of Z -h ills  ja il!

I was pleased to re-new my friendsh ip  w ith Owen Quinn, 
the New York Jum per whose successful hop and pop from  
the recently bu ilt 13,000ft Trade Towers put that bu ild ing 
on his personal list o f drop zones. It was also good to see 
B ill Newell, backbone of the Star Crest Awards, and 
ed ito r/p roducer of a new magazine in c ircu la tion , ‘Star- 
crest’. Two issues are now available and from January '76 
it is B ills in tention to make it a m onth ly  p u b lica tio n — with 
parachuting historical notations and latest SCR news, it 
is fu lly  em bellished each issue, w ith letters and articles, 
and therefore another good way fo r staying in touch w ith 
USA activ ity  — 'cos that's where it all happens! Overseas 
subscrip tions of $12 to P.O. Box 4277, Bakersfield, 
C a lifo rn ia  93307, USA, fo r all 12 issues. Like many 
others, I’d heard of Bill Newell’s death in his sw im m ing 
pool. The ‘real’ Bill Newell to ld  me that was the ‘o ther’ 
B ill Newell, also a jum per, and they ’d met only two days 
p rio r to  the unfortunate incident.

Keeping in touch w ith the latest gear — another good 
feature of Z -h ills . I w ould estimate that at least 70 per cent

of the rigs at the meet were piggy-backs, m ainly of the 
small custom -m ade variety. A bout 60 per cent at least of 
all canopies there was the Strato Star and probably 20 
per cent of these had gone over to the ‘S lider’ system of 
opening deploym ent. Ta lk ing to Steve Snyder on this 
subject, he forwards the op in ion  that he is not ‘anti 
s liders’. In fact he had one fitted to his own canopy, and 
his com pany were progressing an evaluation program. 
What he could not say was “ go ahead and fit a s lide r” . The 
canopy as it exists was bu ilt to  w ithstand opening 
shocks greater than those experienced by the reefing line 
system supplied, but not necessarily up to the loading 
that could be expected from  m ultip le  ‘s lide r’ opening. 
Apparently, m ilita ry testing had put in 10,000 openings 
on strato stars, as standard, w ith on ly one recorded 
m alfunction. When Steve ta lks about a test program, he 
obviously has th is sort of m agnitude in mind, rather 
than the 100 jum p endorsem ent of jum pers recently 
sw itched to the latest trend. His concern was fo r the long 
term life of the canopy, safeguarding against gum m ing 
up his production line w ith a backlog of repairs introduced 
by means not of his m aking! Nevertheless, the idea has a 
lot of m erit and w ith certain re in fo rc ing  to the canopy, the 
predictions are that “ it ’s the way to go ” . W hether or not 
an o ffic ia l ‘Snyder S lider' comes into being w ill have to 
await the fu ll evaluation treatm ent. Those m aking the ir 
own m odifica tions claim  a w eight saving of about 4 1b by 
the tim e they ’ve shed the reefing line, the rings, the teflon, 
plus various other gee-whizzy refinem ents, and certa in ly 
from the viewpoint of s im p lic ity , both the opening, and 
the packing, are more hasslefree.

Any com m ent on new gear could not bypass Bill 
B ooth ’s inovatory con tribu tion  to the shape of th ings to 
come. His orig ina l ‘W onderhog’ w ith its external p ilo t 
chute/pack tension cum ripcord release system, always 
intrigued me. The developm ent from  that has been a 
custom made, fo ld away springless p ilo t chute that stows 
in a pocket on the bellyband. The brid le line is used as a 
small 'b ite ' through the single loop cone closure device. 
Hand deploying this p ilo t chute, therefore dispenses with 
a main ripcord as such, and the system seems to be very 
popular, certa in ly w ith the East coast jumpers. His rigs 
are small, and if you go the w hole hog (excuse the pun) 
and fit a bulk reducing s lider system to your strat, and 
jum p a small packing reserve like a 26 ft LoPo, available 
to you is a p iggyback system measuring 19 in x 15 in x 6 in 
th ick at its bulkiest part, shaped to wafer th in stream lin ing 
on the leading edge of the reserve tray behind the neck. 
I understand from  Andy Keech* that Doc Tucker, leading 
Australian style jum per, cu rren tly  in the States, and 
tu rn ing regularly in the sixes! has just had such a rig 
custom bu ilt to  his requirem ent but w ith an overall 
d im inutive length o f 18 in.

'Clean harness’ capewells are by now not a new thought, 
but the only ones I’ve seen were B ill's ‘B oothw ells ’, I 
enclose photographs of the stages of release and a fu rther 
explanatory diagram. This is pure ly fo r interest, and is 
not intended as an educational job. ‘Boothw ells ' to  date 
are only fitted on the rigs assisting Bill in his proving 
and evaluing process. The firs t of the two fata lities at the 
meet could possibly have been avoided if the jum per 
concerned had not fitted his own version of th is latest 
approach to the capewelling technique.

O nly the day before apparently, his system had been 
viewed as unreliable. He dum ped low, had a streamer, 
and was unable to cut it away. He fina lly  deployed his 
reserve, which blossomed, but not at a height suffic ient 
to prevent a fatal impact. For the dedicated all year 
rounders in the U.K., or countries of s im ilar latitude, 
w in ter m onths freezing at a ltitude is to be considered 
w ith any capewell device that has been allowed to get

9



The “Boothwell”

It was a new though t to  me, from Craig Fronk, that 
shortage on supply of capewells as we know them, is an 
im m inent problem  — even to the point of o ld units being 
taken from obsolete rigs and fitted to contem porary 
gear. So, fo r that reason alone we must expect ‘rigger 
made’ replacements, a lthough fo r a w hile the obvious 
drawback is a cram ping of the versatility  to  sw itch 
canopies around between jum pers or rigs, w ithou t also 
changing risers.

In closing, let me just say that th is is a Meet to  be ‘a t’ if 
you can possibly make it — and as mentioned, lots of 
people do make it! — Chet Poland being one o f them (of 
course! w ith his extensive range of parachuting swag, 
the profits of which go to the U.S.P.A. team funds — and

Chet Poland and Smitty the Jumper.

‘Sm itty the jum per’ (Pops 13) was there in his 77th year, 
putting personal e ffo rt behind the sale of his book, and 
dem onstrating the orig ina l parachute w ith which he 
made his firs t jum p in 1928 — but the most celebrated 
attenders were the good jum p ing  — the good vibes, and 
the perfect weather.

One of my mementoes o f the meet is a ‘M illion 
Man T S h irt’ — who knows, cou ld  that be a prediction 
fo r Z -h ills  '76!

JPS

Throughout its 136 pages, this 
book features in full colour, 150 pictures 
covering all aspects of sport parachuting, 
superbly presented as a hard bound 
volume that is an unrivalled pictorial 
and verbal appreciation of the sport.

As Andy says in his foreword...

THIS 
BOOK 
IS FOR 
JUMPERS, 
ABOUT 
JUMPING, 
BY
JUMPERS

£7  PER COPY (£ 8  EUROPE) INCLUDES POSTAGE 
Send your order w ith m oney to: J. Partington Smith 
DEPT 436 THE OLD PINES EPSOM SURREY UK

damp, but especially if the system essentia lly is webbing 
such as a ‘Boothw ell’. The reasons are obvious.
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OUR A.G.M. 1976
Back to the Im perial Hotel fo r ou r 1976 A.G.M., which 
kicked o ff w ith a new item on the program m e — the BPA 
D inner/Dance. When proposed o rig ina lly  at a C ouncil 
meeting th is event was viewed w ith little  enthusiasm , but a 
re luctant go ahead was given to C harlie  and Jim  to  get it 
organised. So it was that at 8.30 on Friday 9th January 
about 100 BPA Members, w ives and g irl friends sat down 
to  dinner. Hereford and Peterborough supported the 
event enough to w arrant c lub tables, and we'd like to th ink  
that th is sets a precedent fo r fu tu re  occasions. A fte r every­
one had been su itab ly  roast beefed, the tables were 
cleared and Paul W hite ’s M oonshine kicked o ff the 
dancing w ith the ir fam ous sp irited  rendering of “ Masters 
of the Sky” . Soon it was Cabaret tim e in the form  o f a com ­
petition w ith prizes from  the cellars of Bulm ers k ind ly 
donated by Peter Prior. C harlie  was firs t in to the arena 
w ith rem iniscences o f Uncle Henry and some magic, 
fo llowed by two o ld chestnuts, The Gourm et Hunchback 
and Old M acD onald ’s Farm, (both w hich starred a well 
lubricated Johnny Boxall), and fin ish ing  w ith George 
Shone’s 1066 and A ll That. A lm ost pred ictab ly greatest 
applause earned the Petherbridge /Boxa ll/S la te r/S u tton  
com bo firs t place, fo llow ed by Charlie, w ith  Farre ll/Boxall 
and George taking 3rd and 4th respectively. Good food, 
good music, p lenty of booze and laughs made the D inner/ 
Dance a sure-fire  repeat fo r next year. The Saturday 
started at 11 o ’c lock as usual w ith  the Instructors C on­
vention w ith 58 ins tructo rs  and 7 potentia l instructors 
present, (a s ligh t reduction on 1975). Once again Big Jake 
got the ball ro lling  w ith the fo llow ing  letter to the 
Chairman:
Dere M ister Corker,

Yore Ins tru rc to r C onventions give me the hump so thats 
why I am not here but th is  message is.

Seein you d idn ’t fo llo w  last years advice from  me bein 
it was too suttle  th is tim e I’ ll spell it out.

Bring back the s ingle b lank fo r up to two hundred 
jumps. Double ells is too  f* * * in g  dangerous fo r amatoors. 
Dont let the daft barstids on to squares till they got a 
thousand in. Categry ten should be fo r docking  upwards 
of forth ie th  in a fifty  man, unsupervised.

I’m all fo r progress but its ge tting  too  easy them days.
Instructors oughta be all women w ith  500 jum ps and 

sociable d ispositions who have dem onstrated an ab ility  
to  s*re* in any size of a ircra ft in any weather w ith any 
exam iner (includ ing yore illus trious self).

Them suggestions w ill make the sport more in teresting 
and give plenty material fo r d iscussion at yore convention.

Yours sincerely,
Big Jake.

The convention itself was the shortest yet w ith  the 
agenda being com pleted by lunchtim e. The fo llow ing 
decisions were made: 1. Progression to TU be a matter 
fo r C lub C hief Instructors d iscretion. 2. Ram -Air Q ua lifi­
cation be C ategory X w ith C.C.I's w ritten recom ­
mendation. 3. RW is adequately covered in the C ategory 
System which should remain unaltered in th is respect. 
This was fo llow ed by a presentation on the S/L Bag 
Deploym ent System by C harlie  — the precis o f which 
appears elsewhere in th is issue.

A fter lunch the m ajority  started to arrive fo r the A.G.M. 
itself, and signed in w ith D oro thy, Helen and Sue from the 
BPA Office. The orig ina l (and o ffic ia l) no tifica tion  of 
the AGM w hich appeared in the O ctober SP, gave the time 
as 1600 hrs; un fortuna te ly  one o r tw o people acted on the

m isprinted tim e o f 1800 hrs. that appeared in a fo llow  up 
circu lar, (sent ou t w ith the C hristm as SP), and thus 
missed m ost of the proceedings. But 225 members were 
present when shortly  after 4 o ’c lock Lawrie started to 
expand on his already published report. BPA mem bership 
has now reached 7,900 and w ill be well over 8,000 by the 
end o f the financia l year — an increase of nearly 2,000 
over 74/75. He also covered very fu lly  the regrettable need 
fo r the subscrip tions to be raised, but pointed out that 
even the proposed new subscrip tions, (£5.78 fo r a fu ll 
renewal), was still very good value fo r money. As usual 
Lawrie asked that well known Scottish Nationalist, Tom 
D ickson, to give us a run down on the activ ities of the 
SSPA. This Tom did in his usual e loquent style fin ish ing  
w ith a prom ised warm welcom e to any vis iting  Sassenach, 
(po in ting  out tha t the tem perature is around -19° C; and 
tha t’s in the C lubhouse!) Tom ’s address was fo llow ed by 
a report from  C harlie on his activ ities as N C/SO  and th is 
covered such items as C om petitions, STC Matters, 
Liaison w ith CAA and visits to c lubs to m ention but a few. 
Treasurer M ike Batchelor gave a report on the Associa­
tio n ’s finances w hich was accepted unanim ously, but he 
also emphasised the need fo r the increase in subscrip ­
tions w hich was the next item on the agenda. The 
m em bership obviously understood th is need and the 
new proposed subscrip tions were approved by 216 
votes to one! (I w on ’t embarrass Tony Engbarth by 
announcing he was the one!). B ill then announced the 
names of the new C ouncil w h ich are published on the 
Editorial page of th is issue — as explained in the 
Christm as Editoria l, there were on ly  18 nom inations 
therefore, fo r the firs t tim e in BPA history, a vote wasn’t 
necessary. The on ly  other business that was discussed 
was the selection of A ud ito rs  fo r the financia l year 75/76, 
and it was agreed that th is  be decided by the Finance Sub- 
Committee.

The business side o f the m eeting concluded it was 
tim e to make some well earned presentations. Terry 
Crawley (who started parachuting 25 years ago), Jim 
Sharpies and Ian Lou ttit were all awarded the ir 1000 jum p 
Gold Awards. Lawrie then presented the gold badge and 
mem bership card of Irvins C aterp illa r C lub to Ken M iller, 
(p ilo t of the 182 in the Ashbourne inc iden t); th is is the firs t 
tim e that m em bership has been awarded fo r an incident 
in sport parachuting, Lawrie then announced the 
im pending retirem ent of Taff Rees from  the Southern 
O ffice of the CAA, but un fortunate ly  he wasn’t present to 
receive the engraved tankard from  BPA in appreciation 
of his efforts on our behalf. The final presentation was 
made by Charlie to Dick Reiter, w ho after nearly 8 years in 
th is coun try  is shortly  to  return to his native U.S.A. Many 
BPA members had contribu ted  to the presentation, w hich 
consisted of a solid silver salver (suitably engraved) for 
Dick, and a carriage clock fo r his long suffering wife, 
Donna. Lawrie also presented D ick w ith his 1000 jum p 
Gold Award.

John Murden and C hris Philp were the on ly  two BPA 
members present who won prizes in the raffle which 
realised over £2,500 fo r the British Team Fund. Thanks are 
due to all those BPA members who worked so hard selling 
tickets m aking the raffle the most lucrative yet, and 
especially to the Hereford C lub, Peter Prior and George 
Shone who all generously donated prizes.

The new C ouncil then assembled to elect its officers. 
These are: Chairm an — Lawrie St. John, V ice-Chairm an
— Peter Prior, T reasu re r— Tim  Morgan, Chairm an STC
— Jim Crocker, w ith Chairm an of the Riggers, Finance,
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C om petition and A ircra ft being Thomas, Morgan, O 'Brien 
M. and Waterman respectively. The on ly  co -op tion  to 
C ouncil was Ian W right from  Irvin Great Brita in.

For the m ajority  the most im portan t part of the pro­
ceedings qu ick ly  gathered mom entum  — that of seeing 
old faces, swapping of outrageous jum p stories and 
m aking new friends — all to  the accom panim ent of an 
incredib le gallonage of a lcohol. The 1976 AGM faded into 
h istory at about 3 o ’c lock on the Sunday m orning w ith  the 
thought that it ’d probably be adm in istra tive ly much easier 
to  hold it in a Brewery in 1977.

Story and photos by G. C. P. S-S.

PARAQUIP
Offer the French St. Christophe helmets, the most popular 
Skydiving helmet.
* L igh t w eight
* One piece white po lyester m ou ld ing
* Black leather trim  and fittin g s
* Goggle retainer strap
* Ear vents and covers
* W ith or w ithou t ch in cup

Still ONLY £12 + 70p fo r P & P and G.P.O.
com pensation fee

Send large S.A.E. fo r the latest ca ta logue o f all Sport 
Parachuting equipm ent, accessories and rigg ing  services 
to:

STEVE TALBOT
42 Tennyson Road, Redditch, Worcestershire, 

England, B97 5BJ
Phone: Redditch 64302 (evenings)

FOR SALE
Split m in i-p ig  w ith risers and rip co rd s— £80 

Pioneer 26 ft steerable con ica l reserve— £120 
C ontact: Phil B u rry— Liv ingston 36259

Crossbow com ple te  in B4 pack and B12 harness 
£140 o.n.o.

C ontact: Leeds/B radford  Free Fall C lub 
0532-503841 weekends 

or Peter Fisher 0484-40200

Ja lbert Para F o il— unused — £310.00 
C ontact: Bob King, 205 Banbury Road, K id ling ton , Oxon. 

O xford  815891.

French Pap in HB con ta ine r plus risers, sleeve and 
MAI p ilo t ’chute — £200 

C ontact: Ray M cG uire 01-907-6878

M ini-system , 9Vi para-boots, ju m p s u it— all new. £135 
C ontact Jon Seabright 01-500-4812

Mk I PC in blue Pioneer pack and harness— 
m in t co n d itio n — £250 com ple te  ready to jum p 

C ontact: M. Ingleheam, Bradford  881092

UT 15 plus risers, sleeve and p ilo t ’chute. 
Contact: A. Van B uren— 071-125581 (Holland)

W onder Hog and Jerry B ird Main Canopy (system 
com ple te  less reserve)

C ontact: Chris S im pson 0252-47768
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THE STATIC LINE BAG DEPLOYMENT SYSTEM
(from a presentation by the NC/SO at the 1976 Instructors ' Convention)

The aim of th is artic le  is to present the basic p rinc ip les 
of the bag deploym ent system having discussed why BPA 
is encouraging its use. (The M ilita ry  have been using it 
successfu lly fo r 34 years!)

All instructors who have d ispatched students using the 
static line sleeve deploym ent system w ill have seen 
occasions where unstable students have e ither rolled 
into the sleeve or fouled the p ilo t 'chute to a greater or 
lesser degree. In the w orst case tota l fou ling  of the p ilo t 
'chute resulted in a m alfunction , w hich regrettably had 
fatal consequences. The bag system elim inates the p ilo t 
'chute com plete ly and nearly halves the deploym ent time. 
It is therefore safer fo r the student because he has less 
tim e to get unstable, and because there is noth ing fo r him 
to grab hold of to  prevent successfu l deploym ent. BPA is, 
therefore, encourag ing c lubs to use th is system.

An understanding of w hat happens during  deploym ent 
of the bag conta ined canopy, and why, is essential to  its 
safe operation. On exit from  the a ircra ft the student w ill 
fall away at an angle tha t is dependent on his w eight and 
the speed at w hich the a irc ra ft is being flown. The heavier 
the student, and the s lower the a irc ra ft is being flown, the 
closer to the vertica l w ill he fall away. The pack opens 
and the bag is plucked from  it by the static line. Instantly 
it becomes ligh te r as firs t the lines and then the canopy 
are pulled from  it. As the bag is subject to aerodynam ic 
lift it w ill rise up during  th is  sequence to a d istance p ro ­
portional to  the airspeed of the a ircraft, and la tte rly  the 
slipstream from  the propeller. When the canopy has left 
the bag com ple te ly  and the apex tie  has broken, the bag 
and static line fly  horizonta lly.

From this we can draw  some obvious conclusions:
a. The sta tic line should  be as long as possible so that 

when the bag starts to  lift it is as low as possible to avoid 
it rising on ly  a short d istance causing the dep loying 
canopy to strike the tail. However, A irw orth iness D ivision 
CAA have laid down tha t the length of the static line (plus 
bag) w ill be such that it flies horizon ta lly  short o f the tail. 
Some a ircra ft have a m oving ta ilp lane (Cherokee 6), and 
others alter trim  w ith  a m oving tail (Cessna 180 and 185), 
thus there cou ld  be a nasty accident if the bag or S /L  flew  
into the gap between ta ilp lane and fuselage. Therefore 
we arrive at the firs t golden rule:
The external static line (plus bag) length can be defined  
as the distance between the trail ing edge o f the doo r and 
the leading edge o f the tail, and wil l  vary according to 
aircraft type.

b. D irectly fo llow ing  on from  para 4a we arrive at the 
second golden rule:
Unlike the sleeve deployed S/L system , on no account  
must the student be short lined. It th is occurs it is once 
again bring ing the dep loy ing  canopy closer to  the tail.

c. As the lift of the bag during  the deploym ent sequence

is p roportiona l to the airspeed and the slipstream  of the 
propeller we must now examine these tw o factors. 
O bviously the airspeed needs to be as low as possible 
(aided by flap in a ircra ft where it doesn’t h inder the 
students exit e.g. Cessna 206 and 207, and PA 32). A ir­
w orthiness D ivision have laid down that the m inim um  
dropp ing  speed is to be 1.1 Vs at whatever flap con figu ra ­
tion  the a ircra ft is being flow n. As a rough guide th is is the 
airspeed at w hich the stall warner sounds; so to be on the 
safe side the student should on ly  be dispatched when the 
instructor hears the stall w arner shriek. One way of fly ing  
an a ircra ft s low ly is to overcom e drag w ith a fis t fu ll of 
power — this produces slipstream  from the propeller 
w hich w ill not on ly lift the bag but can rotate it as well. 
So we arrive at golden rule No. 3:

At the moment o f d ropping the airspeed should be as 
low as possible with the thrott le closed. We say ‘at the 
m om ent o f d ropp ing ’ because some p ilo ts have taken 
this 1.1 Vs as the run in speed w hich is not possible to 
attain w ithou t the use of the th ro ttle  to m aintain height. 
On the com m and ‘C U T ’ from  the instructor, the th ro ttle  
should be com plete ly closed and the a irc ra ft’s a ltitude 
held a llow ing the airspeed to drop o ff rap id ly as the 
student moves into the exit position. W ith the bigger 
Cessna and PA 32 the a ircra ft w ill certa in ly  be ‘m ushing ’ 
down as the airspeed decays tow ards 1.1 Vs, therefore 
the jum p run should be made at around 2,700 feet AGL 
to produce a final d ropp ing  he ight of 2,500 feet. This 
technique, and the reasons fo r it, should be carefu lly 
explained to jum p p ilo ts who are not fam ilia r w ith it. The 
sound of a stall warner w ill give a few pilo ts a m ild attack 
of apoplexy, but if they can’t fly  this technique they 
shou ldn ’t be allowed to be in com m and of an a ircra ft from 
which bag students are dropp ing  — fo r the safety o f all 
concerned.

As far as the equipm ent itself is concerned there are a 
number of s ligh tly  d iffe ren t types in use. The basic 
princip les remain the same. The static line length should 
be fo r a particu la r a ircra ft type. The bag should be 
attached securely to the S/L, should have the fac ility  fo r a 
1001b. apex tie  and should have a m outh lock. Most of the 
variety in bag systems is in the container. Some are of the 
break tie variety (B4/12 or m ilita ry), w h ils t some are held 
closed using elastic loops and the static line itself 
(Thomas Sports and G.S. Custom ). All these are perfectly 
acceptable provid ing the three golden rules are applied 
and at the risk of being accused of unnecessary repetition 
they are:

1. C orrect S /L length fo r a ircra ft type in use.
2. No short lin ing.
3. Airspeed as near 1.1 Vs as possible w ith th ro ttle  

closed.
G. C. P. S-S.

TWO EASTER WEEKEND (16-19 APRIL) RW & ACCURACY COMPETITIONS
DUNKESWELL GLENROTHES

Contact: Captain Bob Ward. Royal Marines Contact: Dave Payne. Paraclan,
HQ Commando Forces, Royal Marines, 13 Boswell Drive,

Hamoaze House, M ount Wise, K inghorn, Fife,
Devonport PL1 4LZ, Devon Scotland

(A Trainee Judges Program me is being run concu rren tly
w ith  th is  event)
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ANNIVERSARY
The number of fine Saturdays in any B ritish  Novem ber 

can be counted on the fingers of one, badly m utilated 
hand. In spite of that the B ritish  Parachute C lub — the 
oldest in the UK — w ent ahead w ith an am bitious b irthday 
party on a sunny, sum m ery Novem ber 22.

The club, based at Headcorn near Maidstone, Kent, had 
much to celebrate: 20 years’ jum ping w ithou t a fa ta lity  
and 1006 descents in 1975 w ithou t in ju ry o f any kind on an 
a llegedly ‘tig h t’ D.Z.

A fter some routine lifts  starting around 10 a.m. two 
teams did some very elegant tracking  and th ings w ith 
smoke. The firs t of these (BPA chairm an Lawrie St. John 
w ith c lub members D ick Ward and Terry Fawdon) printed 
a neat orange diam ond on a very blue sky. Not to  be o u t­
done, relly workers Je ff Lancaster, Ian M errick and M ike 
O ’Brien put a s low -tu rn ing  (in tentiona l) 3-man together, 
then opened w ith a nice touch of sym m etry: one round 
PC blossom ing between tw o square Strats. As one 
spectator said, “ Looks like o ld -tim e  danc ing !"

Funny how much more  impressive a man looks under a 
canopy as a result o f using smoke even if — like Terry 
Fawdon — his canister continues to burn like a haystack 
long after he’s landed. As a result o f tha t episode there 
was hard ly a dry eye in the house, even among the hard 
old veterans present, but no-one is sure w hether th is was 
due to an overkill o f em otion or chem ica lly-induced 
bronchitis.

O ther happenings included an unprem editated cutaw ay 
by M ike O ’Brien from  his super-shortlined C loud (as 
one w ho’s just bought a Talisman reserve, you r reporter 
was relieved to see one actua lly  fly ing ) and a he licopter 
jum p by the C lub ’s CCI, A lec Linley, w ith C herry C o llins 
from  around 4,000 ft. There’s a rum our that A lec roared 
“ C u t!” as he was getting out, but who w ou ldn ’t, in the 
circum stances? Both jum pers later revealed tha t there 
seemed to be much more  g ravity to be had by jum ping 
from a stationary vehicle, w h ile  the absence of any 
th row -forw ard sim p lified  the spotting.

Those w ith an appetite  fo r “ firs ts" should know that 
th is was the firs t parachute descent from  a chopper over 
Headcorn. And who more aware of that than Peter Lang, 
a founder member of the BPA, m aking his firs t descent 
fo r two years?

In many respects, th is occasion was a com ing-o f-age — 
not just of the BPC but of the sport itse lf in the UK. The 
presence of most of the spo rt’s triba l elders bore th is  out. 
That com pulsive guinea pig M ajor ‘D um bo’ W illans, the 
firs t expert jum per to form  a c lub open to a ll-com ers (yes, 
we know odd groups preceded the BPC but they were not 
open to the un in itia ted) was there. So was George (B ill) 
Sykes, the ex-figh ter p ilo t who become one of D um bo’s 
firs t students; form er jum p p ilo t George Bottom er; (who 
put Lawrie St. John out on his firs t jum p — free fall from 
1,500 ft); form er jum p p ilo t and ins tructo r Don Ellis and his 
w ife Mary, a wartime fe rry p ilo t who flew  all types of RAF 
aircraft.

It was the Ellises who ran Sandown A irport, Isle of 
W ight, during the late 1950s, when it became a favourite 
holiday h ideout fo r parachutists. The c lub itself had come 
into existence on a w indy November 19,1955, in a hangar 
at Denham when W illans and his firs t rec ru its— B ill Sykes 
and his w ife Mary, and ex-A rm y p ilo t Jim  Basnett — 
agreed to set up shop at the old RAF parachute room  at 
Fairoaks Aerodrom e near W oking.

All jumps, includ ing a novice’s firs t descent, were free-

fall, usually from 1,500 ft. “ For tha t reason,” Sykes recalls, 
“We had to be pretty carefu l about ou r cho ice  of s tudents.”

N oneof those taking part, inc lud ing  the instructors, had 
more than a vague idea o f achieving som ething called 
‘s tab ility ’. Sykes remembers having got abso lute ly stable 
on his firs t conscious attem pt at s tab ility  (about the sixth 
jum p) on ly to  lose it on subsequent jum ps.

“ The firs t time was just luck; co inc idence ,” he said. “We 
knew tha t if you went in to  some sort o f spread you 
should  get stable but exactly how, no-one was sure.” The 
way he described it, it sounded like being visited by the 
H oly Ghost.

Openings were made in a “ sort of head-down, 
bunched-up body pos ition ” and the unsleeved canopies, 
when they exploded open, were usually unsteerable, 
m ilita ry X-type rigs. Those were the days when you not 
on ly identified a jum per from the shape of his nostrils  
(because he’s always gazing skyward) but also from  
harness-shaped bruises on the shoulders and elsewhere. 
Particu larly elsewhere.

During its firs t fu ll season (1956) at Fairoaks the club 
made 109 descents and had 20 members inc lud ing  six 
women. In a c lub new sletter dated C hristm as tha t year, 
Sykes prom ised: “ Petrol ra tion ing pe rm itting ” — and one 
member cycled 40 miles every Sunday fo r a s ing le  jum p  — 
"jum ping, packing ins truction  and PT (under M ike 
Reilly of the Arm y Physical T ra in ing Corps) w ill con tinue  
through the w inter. Perm ission has been obta ined fo r 
n ight descents."

Some of the flavour of those days was later captured on 
f ilm — the firs t he made of parachuting — by Lawrie during  
one of the those Isle of W ight holidays. The enterta inm ent 
included flou r bombs th row n from low -fly ing  c lub  a ir­
craft.

When he showed the film  at the BPC’s 20th annual 
meeting, some of the free-fa ll frames were so je rky that 
they m ight have been shot from  the deck o f a s to rm -h it 
traw ler o ff Iceland. The jum per’s image hurtled th rough  
the top of the screen, ou t of sight, then back again th rough  
the floor.

Voice from  darkened audience: “ You were bu ffe ting  a 
bit there, Lawrie."

Instant reply: "No. He kept going up and down, tha t’s 
a ll.”

For a brief, sober spell the BPC paused on its 20th to 
record the successes of a vintage 1975; 27 days’ jum p ing ; 
36 students tra ined; 1,006 jum ps inc lud ing  778 free fall; 
a year when jum p fees d idn 't cover plane hire (jum ping 
doesn't come cheaper than th a t!) . . .  to  e lect a new com ­
mittee (CCI: Alec Lin ley; Assistant CCI: Ted Strawson; 
Treasurer, Peter Roberts; Secretary: Sandy S towell; 
Equipm ent O fficer, Dick W ard) and to thank its other 
stalwarts, a irfie ld owner C hris Freeman, p ilo t V ic Beattie, 
and Queen of the Manifest, Anne Brooks).

Were there any questions? Yes there was one.
“ W hat’ll you have?"
The meeting adjourned to argue about the three-man 

that m ight have been, the too-deep spot tha t a fternoon, or 
maybe another, s im ilar occasion years ago. As one wise 
old jum per was heard to rem ark: “ This is the on ly sport 
where you actually do  it fo r on ly 30 seconds, and argue 
about it fo r the next 30 years.”

TONY GERAGHTY
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Glimpse into the Past

“Dumbo” Willans, as BPC chief instructor, about to jump at 1,500 ft. from a Tiger Moth of Fairoaks Aero Club flown
by John Beadle during the pioneering 1950’s.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Charlie,
There’s noth ing like a broken leg, a warm, flicke ring  

fire  and piles of assorted parachuting magazines, to  lead 
a jum per in to contem pla tion !

On reflection my involvem ent w ith B ritish  Parachuting 
did not reach the heights (lite ra lly) that I had planned. 
A summer, sailing in the Mediterranean and much travel, 
were con tribu ting  factors, along w ith low cloud, rain and 
w ind, and a shortage of money.

There can't be many o ther excuses! But, as I have found 
everywhere, the most pleasant reco llections came from  
meeting and ta lking w ith  students and established 
jum pers alike, and jus t p la in jum ping, however lim ited 
that may have been.

My home D.Z. is w ith Canberra Skydivers, and I know 
you w ill all receive no less a welcom e there, than I have 
had in Britain.

Many thanks to you all.
CHRIS FOWLER

Dear Charlie,
Determ ined n o tto  be outdone by our Am erican cousins 

please see enclosed photo of “ yours tru ly ” looking fo r a 
“ patch of green” from  the top  of B irm ingham  Radio 
Tower.

Well,
Jus’ a literary note to put all de Parat Shooting Euro- 

peeins, fo r whom I've a high regard fo ’ s ittin  on der packs 
ju rrin  de rainy season an singin — “ God Save The Queen 
and C harlie Sym onize,” in de picture.

W h ilea ll dis bin goin on we here at Paynsley Hall, hub o 
de shootin worl, aint bin ou t o ’ tune. We got 500 genuine 
English yards o ’ best mangrove just w aitin . Emmerson 
Biggies, our steely eyed flyboy, give us de O.K. — along 
w id a few other guys.

So we here sayin ’ w a tchout! Dis parot shoo tin ’ game 
gonna be deployed right ou t o ’ de perifera lled bag, w id us 
helpin you along.

C u ttin ’ here an leaving you,
1st Staffs Parot Shootin C om pany (Corps)

12 Sandy Vale, 
Haywards Heath, 
Sussex.

My photographer, Roger W aldron un fortuna te ly  broke 
a finger w hilst c lam bering and was unable to take any 
fo llow -up  piccys of descent etc.

All the best, KEITH C. MAY

Tel:
Home: Haywards Heath 51522 
Work: Burgess H ill 43451
Dear Sir,

In the near future I am perfo rm ing a sponsored sky dive 
in aid of 23 year old Alan Neve w ho suffered cripp ling  
in juries w hilst instructing  a Boys’ B rigade P.T. Class at 
B righton, Sussex.

It w ould be greatly appreciated if you w ould be kind 
enough to donate some space in you r magazine to 
public ise th is event, a llow ing  more of your readers the 
chance of sponsoring me. The sky dive w ill be performed 
at Lympne, Kent at The Eagle Sports Parachute Centre in 
the Spring.

Yours fa ith fu lly ,
J. L. TUCKER.

Dear Charlie,
This is an open letter to all the people who contribu ted  

to the beautiful s ilver salver that I was presented w ith at 
the AGM, and to the m em bership of the BPA in general. 
I th ink that it was quite obvious to those present just how 
moved and surprised I was. There were a lo t o f th ings that
I wanted to say, but my voice w ou ldn 't cooperate.

Having been over here fo r such a long tim e it alm ost 
feels as though I’m leaving home to go som eplace else to 
live fo r a while. The tim es I’ve had, both good and bad, 
are experiences that I w ou ldn 't trade fo r anyth ing. And 
the friends I've made w ill never be fo rgotten. It's well 
known that there are good and bad in any sport, but I w ill 
always agree and believe tha t the jum pers in th is country 
are the most open and stra igh t forward people that I’ve 
met in jum ping. I w on ’t miss the weatherw hen I leave, but I 
sure as hell w ill miss the people. But, who knows, I may get 
back over here again someday, if fo r no other reason than 
to antagonize Jim  or trade sarcastic remarks w ith John



Meacock (always fun, but I norm ally end up on the losing 
end).

I have been proud to be on the British 10-man team and 
enjoyed every m inute of it. A person w ould have to be 
com plete ly insensitive not to  be proud when representing 
such a great bunch of people.

In c losing I’d like to m ention that my Stateside address 
w ill be in the BPA o ffice and anyone vis iting the States 
should feel free to call o r w rite  me and consider my place 
open to any British Jum per trave lling through. I’ll always 
have floo r space and a few contacts fo r some good 
jum ping. It w ill be a pleasure to be able to repay the 
kindness and hospita lity that I have been shown.

Again, thank you. For so many th ings really, but m ost of 
all fo r making my e ight years here so enjoyable and in 
particu lar fo r the presentation at the AGM, sure ly one of 
the most memorable m om ents of my life.

DICK

Dear Charlie,
I too w ould like to thank everyone who contribu ted  fo r 

the beautiful c lock tha t Dick accepted for me at the AGM. 
I’m sorry I wasn’t there personally, but anyone who knows 
me w ill remember that I am a very poor traveller, which 
has prevented me from  jo in ing  D ick on his many, many 
jum ping expeditions. Besides which, I know all jum ping 
stories by heart, and the though t o f so many jumpers 
congregated in one place w ith all the ir stories, too, seems 
alm ost too much to  bear.

But, I really fe lt gu ilty  when D ick arrived home w ith the 
clock fo r me. So, to ease my conscience a little  I would 
like to confess that jum ping stories don ’t really bore me 
that m uch!

Again thank you all very much fo r the permanent 
memento o f our years spent in England, and, as Dick 
always says, “ I’ve never yet met a jum per I d id n 't like” . 
Thank you.

DONNA REITER

THOMAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT
Directors J  L Thomas & G Thomas 

F A A LICENSED RIGGER No 4085459

"LOFTY S” LOFT, THE SPORT PARACHUTE CENTRE, GRINDALE FIELD, 
BRIDLINGTON, YORKS. TEL: 0262-78299

ALL SPORT PARACHUTE REQUIREMENTS
REPAIRS AND MODIFICATIONS, CUSTOM MADE PACKS AND HARNESS, FRENCH PARABOOTS 

SOLE U K AGENT FOR IRVING SPORT PARACHUTES 
JUM P SUITS (Small, Medium and Large Sizes) in Blue, W hite, Red and Yellow 

PARAWINGS BLACK DIAMOND RIGS

New Stock of FRENCH PARABOOTS

The biggest number on an Instructors’ Course to date, BPA Course 2/75 at Shobdon during November last.
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, 28th OCTOBER, 1975 

held at Kimbley House, Leicester

PRESENT
L. N. E. St. Jo h n — Chairm an  
J. T. C rocker 
J. Petherbridge 
G. B. Shone 
M. J. B a tche lor 
W. J. Meacock

J. L. Thom as
P. J. P rio r
T. J. M organ
D. W aterman
M. J. O ’Brien
I. B. W rig h t— C o-opted

IN ATTENDANCE
Sqn. Ldr. W. Pau l— Sec. Gen. BPA.
G. C. P. Shea-S im onds— N C /SO  BPA 
Mr, J. Donovan 
and 13 observers.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
G. A. W. Bourn 
W /O E. T. Lew ington 
R. S. Acraman.

Item 52/75
SUB-CO M M ITTEE REPORTS
a. Aircraft Purchase. In the absence o f Mr. W aterm an, Mr. Shea- 
S im onds reported that the long awaited reply from  C AA had been 
received. This ind icated tha t BPA cou ld  operate o n ly  on an A ir 
O pera to r’s C ertificate  but tha t C AA were w illin g  to  d iscuss the 
m atter fu rther. A m eeting w ith  BPA is to  be arranged by CAA. 
In the m eantim e Mr. Guy S utton was look ing  in to  the in te rp re ta ­
tion  of the A ir Navigation O rder as it a ffected a irc ra ft ope ra tion  by 
BPA and w ould  assist in any subsequent representa tions to the 
CAA.
b. Finance Sub-Committee. The fo llo w in g  po in ts  from  the 
m inutes of the FSC M eeting o f 6th O ctober were d iscussed :
(1) Magazine. A recent increase in p rin ting  and postal costs 
showed that up til l the A ugust issue a p ro fit o f 6.6p per copy was 
being obtained, but tak ing in to  account recent p rin ting  and postal 
charges the O ctober, Decem ber and February issues w ou ld  show 
a loss of 1.4 per copy w h ich  w ou ld  have to be o ffse t aga inst the 
p ro fit a lready made from  the earlier issues. Th is  s itua tion  had 
been antic ipa ted  when cons ide ring  the m agazine a lloca tion  
from  the proposed new increased subscrip tion  w h ich  (if 
approved) w ou ld  provide 30p per copy w ith  a resu ltant 2p per 
copy p ro fit. It was the FSC's view tha t in the cu rre n t in fla tionary  
sp ira l such a small p ro fit m ust be considered tran s ito ry  in the 
extrem e and means of reducing cost o r increasing incom e w ould  
be considered. The Ed itor po in ted ou t tha t the  costs to  advertisers 
w ould  be increased from  the Decem ber issue (th is w ou ld  have 
the e ffect o f cu tting  the estim ated loss o f 1.4p to  .2p per copy and 
increasing the p ro fit under the proposed new a lloca tion  to  3.2p 
per copy.

On the m atter o f reducing  costs the fo llo w in g  po in ts were 
raised:

(a) Four colour cover — there was general support fo r the 
existing  fo u r co lo u r cover w h ich  if possib le shou ld  be retained.
(b) Quality of Paper. A reduction  o f the w e igh t of the paper 
fo r the cover had been tried  and was not successful, the inside 
p rin t had shown th rough . The w e igh t of paper fo r the inside 
pages was reduced earlier in the year in o rder to  keep down 
postage costs. The E ditor w ou ld  see if a cheaper ligh te r w e ight 
paper was p racticab le
(c) Check costs of other Printer’s — the E d ito r w ou ld  seek 
quo ta tions from  o ther sources but emphasised tha t there  were 
advantages w ith  the present p r in te r— an exce llen t re la tionsh ip  
existed w h ich  takes tim e to  bu ild  up, the back up service 
co u ld n ’t be bettered and there  was the convenience o f location. 
It was Mr. M eacock’s view tha t the service p rovided by the 
present p rin te r w asn ’t un ique in the p rin ting  trade.
(d) Back Cover Advert in Colour. Mr. W aterm an suggested 
that there may be a case fo r a fo u r co lo u r back cover, always 
p rov id ing  an advertiser can be found w ho is prepared to  pay

the price. The cu rren t booking  fo r the back had ju s t been co n ­
firm ed fo r the next s ix  issues but the E d ito r w ou ld  check out 
the costing and see if there  cou ld  be a buyer fo r  a fo u r co lo u r 
back page advert.

(2) Investment Policy. C ontro l ove rw ork ing  capita l was w ork ing  
reasonably well.
(3) World Championship Accounts. There were no spec ific  
observations from  the FSC but Mr. W aterm an raised the m atter of 
g ran t aid fo r overseas tra in ing  w h ich  had not been accepted by 
the Sports C ouncil. His view th a t BPA shou ld  go back to  the 
Sports C ouncil on the g rounds tha t the team had to  go overseas 
fo r the pre-W orld C ham pionsh ips was accepted. To his know ­
ledge the B ritish Ski Team go t g ran t aid to  tra in  overseas.
(4) Style/Accuracy National Championships Accounts. These 
showed tha t a irc ra ft h ire costs m ore o r less balanced out against 
jum p b ills  but on the m atter o f genera l en try  fees, these d id n ’t 
cover overheads there fore  p ro duc ing  the s itua tion  where in 
fu tu re  we w ill e ither have to  reduce overhead cost o r increase 
com pe tito r partic ipa tion . C hange o f venue to  one not requ iring 
the same level o f overhead costs w ou ld  be a help. Mr. M organ put 
the view that m ore p re -p u b lic ity  via the m agazine may help to 
increase partic ipa tion . It was agreed the C om petitions Sub­
co m m itte e  w ould consider ways and means o f creating 
increased in terest in the N ational C ham pionsh ips.
(5) Loan Application Form. Mr. M organ presented the d ra ft loan 
a pp lica tion  fo rm  fo r cons ide ra tion . Mr. C rocker th o ug h t the dra ft 
fo rm  was basica lly good but w ou ld  recom m end an add ition  at the 
end o f the form  requ iring  deta ils  o f the p rope rty  to  be charged
i.e. the address, w hether it is leasehold o r freeho ld , registered or 
unregistered. Acceptance o f the Loan A pp lica tio n  Form was 
unan im ously agreed sub ject to  the add ition  as recom m ended by 
Mr. Crocker.
(6) Log Books. The m eeting endorsed the FSC recom m endation 
that the selling price o f BPA Log Books rem ains unchanged.

(7) Competitions Caravan. The FSC having no details o f the 
costs envisaged and was unable to  be spec ific  on th is  m atter but 
expressed the general view tha t fu rth e r outlays of capita l should 
be put b a ck fill a fter the present financ ia l year. The N C/SO  agreed 
to p roduce costings fo r type o f caravan envisaged and 
referred to  the previous references to  encourag ing  increased 
partic ipa tion  on N ational C ham pionsh ips — one way o f he lp ing  
th is  was to encourage m ore C lub  C om petitions and the avail­
ab ility  o f a com petitions caravan w ou ld  be o f considerab le  
assistance at such c lu b  com petitions.
(8) Posters (Publicity). The updated cost figu res fo r posters and 
packaging were produced and the m eeting unan im ously 
endorsed the recom m endation that the se lling  price  of posters 
be 55p each (inc lus ive o f post/pack ing  and 04p VAT).

(9) Training Aid Posters. The art w ork fo r these posters was 
now com ple te  and cost £101. The p rin tin g  costs were awaited 
there fo re  a recom m endation on order, qu a n tity  and resale value 
cou ld  not be put fo rw ard. The C hairm an referred to  what seemed 
to  be a d iscrepancy in theS T C  M inutes w here it was reported that 
an o rder fo r 200 had been placed — it was agreed th is  was 
incorrect.
(10) Sweat Shirts. The FSC had considered  the costing  on the 
suggested BPA Sweat S h irts and was of the op in ion  that the final 
p ro fit element to  BPA w ou ld  be n eg lig ib le  but if C ounc il co n ­
sidered th is a w o rthw h ile  exercise it cou ld  be carried  ou t as a 
service but should not be looked upon as a p ro fit venture. Further 
d iscussion by C ouncil p roduced an increased se lling  price and a 
proposal by Mr. C rocker seconded by Mr. Thom as that 200 
Sweat Shirts be ordered fo r se lling  to  m em bers at £4.25 each 
exclusive of p /p  and VAT was carried by 6 votes to  5.
(11) Financial Report. It was agreed that a financ ia l report w ould  
be produced fo r the Decem ber issue o f the Magazine.
(12) Promotion of the BPA. This m atter, w h ils t ou ts ide  the scope 
of the FSC cou ld  not be d ivorced  from  the necessity to  prepare

18



a case fo r the possib le increase in subscrip tions  and had there­
fo re  been d iscussed by the FSC. The p rom otion  of the BPA to  its 
mem bers had been b rough t before C ounc il p rev iously  and it was 
decided that the issue w ou ld  be dea lt w ith  la rge ly  th rough  the 
magazine. It seemed tha t th is  was not being done in a su ffic ie n tly  
d irec t m anner and that there  was a case fo r:

(a) A more d irec t approach via an a rtic le  in the magazine 
em phasising what the BPA does in fac t do fo r  the m em bership.
(b) C ounc il m embers to  cons ide r not o n ly  how  best to  pub lic ­
ise what is cu rren tly  done but a lso to  consider what m ore can 
be done fo r the  m em bership.
It was agreed that C ounc il M em bers w ou ld  give these m atters 

th e ir  considera tion  in readiness fo r d iscussion at the next 
m eeting.

Date o f next FSC M eeting — 10th November.

c. Riggers. A t a riggers m eeting held im m edia te ly  p rio r to  the 
m eeting o f C ounc il the  questions fo r R iggers Exam ination were 
confirm ed and Mr. Ian W righ t w ou ld  now endeavour to  arrange 
dates and venue fo r  the  firs t Exam ination w hich Messrs. Thomas, 
Shone and C urtis  w ou ld  sit. It had been agreed that all fu tu re  
R iggers M eetings w ou ld  be at the BPA O ffices and where possible 
w ould  precede STC o r C ounc il Meetings.
d. Safety and Training. M inutes of the m eeting o f 23rd Septem ­
ber were p rev iously  d is tribu ted . The on ly  po in t a ris ing was: 
The GO Protector. Mr. P rio r reported that the GQ Parachute Co., 
RAE Farnborough and the N C /SO  were now  in touch  w ith  each 
other. There w ould  now be no charge to  BPA fo r the RAE investi­
ga tion  of the canopy sent to  them . GQ Parachute Co. w ou ld  be 
con tac ting  Messrs. Chapm an and M organ on the m atter of 
replacem ent parachutes fo r those re tu rned to the com pany. The 
RAE investigation was underw ay but a fina l assessment o f the 
parachute was not yet available.
Inc iden t — A shbourne  A irfie ld . The N C /SO  reported on an 
inc ident at A shbourne A irfie ld  on S aturday 18th O ctober when a 
firs t jum p student became ‘hung u p ’ at the wheel o f a Cessna 182, 
due it appears from  s lip p in g  fo rw ard  o ff the wheel. Em ergency 
'hang up' procedure was im p lem ented im m ed ia te ly  but during  
th is  the student activated his reserve, the e ffect o f w h ich was to 
inve rtthe  a irc ra ft w ith  a resu ltan t c rash-land ing. An investigation 
was carried ou t by the N C /SO  accom panied by an inspector from  
the AIB and the N C /SO  had com p iled  a com prehensive report. 
It was emphasised tha t the em ergency ‘hang-up ’ d rill had been 
conducted e ffic ie n tly  by the jum p-m aste r and p ilo t but at a 
critica l po int, the student, be lieving he had been freed dep loyed 
his reserve.

It w ou ld  be the N C /S O ’s recom m endation to  STC tha t all 
a irc ra ft norm a lly  requ iring  an ex it from  the wheel, be equ ipped 
w ith  and approved jum p step over the wheel fo r all s ta tic  line 
descents.
e. Competitions Sub-Committee. The M inutes o f the CSC M eet­
ing of 20th O ctober were d is tribu ted  and the fo llow ing  po in ts 
arose:
(1) Dates fo r S /A  N ationa l C ham pionsh ips were con firm ed as 
12-20 June.
(2) Dates fo r RW N ational C ham pionsh ips were approved as 
25 Sept. to  3 Oct. — sub ject to  n o tifica tion  o f the dates fo r the  S /A  
W orld C ham pionships.
(3) It was hoped to have bids fo r venues fo r both meets fina lised 
by the end of November.
(4) It had been con firm ed  tha t Sports C ounc il G rant A id is not 
available fo r N ational C ham pionsh ips — gran t aid fo r C ham p ion ­
ships applies on ly  in the case of bonafide European, C om m on­
wealth and W orld C ham pionsh ips.
(5) P ub lic ity /S ponsorsh ip /and  general pub lic  in terest were co n ­
sidered. E fforts to  in terest the m edia w ou ld  be made and the 
pub lic  w ou ld  be encouraged to  a ttend an open day when some 
tim e w ou ld  be set aside fo r o ther a ttractions. The N C/SO  w ou ld  
be fo llow ing  up the poss ib ility  o f a T V /E n te rta inm ent persona lity  
being in a ttendance of the C h a m p io n sh ip s— it was hoped that 
th is  w ou ld  create m ore in terest w ith in  the m edia and a ttract the 
public.
EVENTS
Style/Accuracy Championships— as 1976 is a W orld  C ham p ion ­
ship year, there was agreem ent tha t the Ind iv idual A ccuracy 
Event shou ld  be extended to  10 rounds. A suggestion by Mr. J. 
Kem ley and supported by Mr. B a tche lo r that an e lim ina tion  
process be used, w hereby on ly  those com pe tito rs  a tta in ing  a

fixed base score w ou ld  con tinue  th rough  to the later rounds was 
rejected. There was general agreem ent w ith  the CSC view that 
should there be any reason to  reduce the num bers in the later 
rounds th is  w ou ld  be achieved th rough  vo lun ta ry  stand-dow n by 
those com petito rs  at the  low er end o f the score scale.
R.W. Championships. In view of the a irc ra ft prob lem s re lating to 
find ing  a 10 place a irc ra ft and the fact tha t 1976 was not a RW 
W orld C ham pionsh ip  year, a proposal by Mr. M. J. O ’Brien 
seconded by Mr. Petherbridge tha t fo r 1976 an 8-man event 
replace the 10-man event was unanim ously agreed.
Judges. The CSC w ou ld  endeavour to  arrange tra in ing  sessions 
fo r RW and S /A  Judges to  be held in co n junc tion  w ith  the various 
C lub Meets. This had not been costed but the CSC w ou ld  include 
th is  in the ir p lann ing fo r the  1976 Cham pionsh ips.
Control Staff. Every endeavour w ou ld  be made to  ensure that 
duties were more evenly spread am ongst an increased num ber of 
o ffic ia ls.
Jury. It was agreed that a Ju ry  Panel w ou ld  be named before the 
start o f the Cham pionsh ips.
Novices. It was pointed ou t tha t BPA R egulations did not perm it 
student parachutis ts  to  jum p in com pe tition . It was agreed that 
the requirem ents fo r the Novice Event be referred to  the S & TC. 
Electronic Disc/Video Systems. The CSC w ou ld  be look ing  in to  
the various systems to  acqu ire  in fo rm ation  and costs w ith  a view 
to  fu tu re  p lann ing and recom m endations.
National Team — Officials. It was agreed tha t the CSC w ould  
draw  up Term s of R e ference/R esponsib ilities fo r o ffic ia ls  a ttend­
ing the W orld C ham pionsh ips and subm it recom m endations fo r 
nom ina tion  as Team Coach. C ounc il mem bers were requested to 
subm it names o f possib le nom inees to  the CSC. In the case of 
Judges, these m ust be subm itted  at FAI (CIP) M eeting in 
February and m ust be on the FAI In te rna tiona l List.
Team Selection (Style/Accuracy). The m eeting endorsed the 
CSC recom m endation tha t the top  six male com petito rs be 
selected as the B ritish  Team — all s ix w ou ld  go in to  tra in ing  and 
travel to  the W orld C ham pionsh ips as a team of 5 plus a reserve. 
On the m atter o f a Ladies Team, it was proposed by Mr. O 'Brien 
and seconded by Mr. C rocker that:

“ if su ffic ien t lady com pe tito rs  at the National C ham pionsh ips 
atta ined an acceptable standard, a ladies team be entered fo r the 
W orld Cham pionsh ips, or, if there  was an insu ffic ien t 
num ber to  fo rm  a fu ll team, lady com pe tito rs  o f an acceptable 
standard be entered as ind iv idua ls", 

carried unanim ously.
It was emphasised that potentia l lady com pe tito rs  be made 

aware o f th is  as soon as possib le and also that the decis ion based 
on results at the National C ham pionsh ips w ou ld  be final. 
Pre-Training Venue. W hils t Bergerac had proved ideal fo r the 
Relative Teams because o f a irc ra ft ava ilab ility , there was a 
general view that sm aller and cheaper centres were available in 
France; Chalon, Macon, Pau and D ijon  were m entioned as 
possib le venues. The CSC w ou ld  check out the  various possi­
b ilities.
Competitions Outside UK. In fo rm ation  on C om petitions held 
outs ide UK w ould  be pub lished as and when in fo rm a tion  was 
received w ith  the hope tha t B ritish  jum pers w ould  take the 
opp o rtu n ity  of ga in ing  m ore com pe tition  experience.
Suggested “Home International” Meet. The Sec.-Gen. passed to 
Mr. O 'Brien in fo rm a tion  that the SSPA’s fu tu re  p lann ing  had 
included a suggested Hom e In te rna tiona l Meet between England, 
Wales, Ireland and Scotland.

Item 53/75
SUGGESTED PURCHASES
a. Telemeters. The N C /SO  suggested tha t a th ird  set o f Tele­
meters be purchased. Th is  item  is becom ing very scarce but 
Optas of France has some availab le at approx. £300 per set. W ith 
more and m ore com pe titions being held there is a de fin ite  
requirem ent fo r a th ird  set and, a dd itiona lly , these are an invest­
ment. It was po in ted ou t tha t th is  m atter shou ld  no rm a lly  com e to 
C ouncil via the FSC w hich w ou ld  next meet on 10th November. 
In view of the dem and /supp ly  pos ition  it was agreed there was 
some urgency on p lac ing  an o rder w ith  Optas. On a proposal by 
Mr. Thom as seconded by Mr. Prio it was agreed that shou ld  the 
FSC support th is  purchase, th is  w ou ld  be recognised as au tho rity  
to  purchase. Mr. Thom as made the po in t on rem ission o f im port 
du ty w h ich shou ld  be app lied fo r th rough  the DTI.
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b. Student Canopies. 93 C anopies had been sold and 
provisional orders were held fo r the rem ain ing 7. On the m atter 
of a fu rthe r supp ly  being purchased, a quote  w ou ld  be go t from  
Para Gear and the m atter d iscussed by FSC.

Item 54/75
A FFIL IA TIO N — CHESTERFIELD SKY D IVING  CLUB
On a proposal by Mr. C rocker seconded by Mr. Thom as an app li­
cation by the Chesterfie ld  Sky D iving C lub  was unan im ously 
agreed.

Item 55/75
WESSEX PARACHUTE CLUB
A paper from  Mr. E. M cB ride  p rev iously  d is tribu ted  to C ounc il 
Members, reported circum stances at the W essex Parachute 
C lub w hich were in c o n flic t w ith  BPA Rules govern ing a ffilia ted  
clubs. The Chairm an w elcom ed Mr. Donovan, P rop rie to r of 
Wessex Para C lub, who had k ind ly  a ttended to answer the points 
raised by Mr. M cBride.

The Chairm an referred to  the fact that the m atter had already 
been discussed by S & TC, as reported in the m inutes o f the 
S & TC M eeting of 30 Sept., when Mr. Hounsom e the CCI o f the 
Wessex C lub  con firm ed  tha t a b -in itio  s tudents had been 
despatched by three non-B PA Instruc to rs  between 9th August 
and 21st August du ring  his absence at the  W orld  C ham pionsh ip . 
He undertook that in fu tu re , so far as he was concerned , the  c lub  
would operate s tr ic tly  w ith in  BPA Regulations. The N C /SO  had 
in form ed the STC M eeting tha t in the case o f such breaches o f the 
BPA Regulations the C AA w ould  consider revoking a c lu b ’s 
exem ption. The STC M eeting agreed the N C/SO  w ou ld  w rite  (a) 
to  C AA exp la in ing  what had occurred  at Wessex, (b) to  Mr. 
Donovan, in fo rm ing  him  o f his ob liga tion  and (c) to  Mr. M cBride 
in answer to  his letter. The STC agreed that Messrs. Ayres, 
C ough lin  and Swainson cou ld  attend a PI Course if recom ­
mended by Mr. Hounsom e. Before inv iting  Mr. Donovan to reply 
to  the points in Mr. M cB ride ’s le tte r he in fo rm ed the m eeting 
on the con ten t o f a rep ly from  CAA to  Mr. Donovan (cop ied to 
BPA). This included in fo rm a tion  that C AA were not considering  
w ithdraw al o f the exem ption issued to the W essex C lub  and that 
it was not m andatory fo ra  person w ish ing  to  take up parachu ting  
to have BPA perm ission before he can parachute.

Mr. Donovan referred to  po in ts in Mr. M cB ride ’s letter:
(a) It had never been stated that the Wessex C lub  was pu lling  out 
of the BPA.
(b) The s itua tion  w hereby non-B PA ins truc to rs  were used was 
created by the fact the BPA Ins truc to rs  he d id  have had left 14 
students w a iting  on tw o separate days on a week end course 
w h ils t they went o ff ‘posing '. To relieve the s itua tion  he decided 
to  use su itab le  non-B PA ins truc to rs  — after all the  fu n c tion  of

the c lub  was to  provide parachu ting . O f the three ins truc to rs  he 
used, one (Mr. Ayres) had done a P.I. Course but had not done 
an exam course, one (Mr. C ough lin ) had done a course but 
walked o ff on the fina l day because he fe lt he d id n ’t w ant to  be an 
‘ego tr ip p e r’. He advised the N C /S O  o f the s itua tion  on 11 August 
but po in ted out tha t the c lub  w ou ld  operate w ith in  BPA Rules 
except of course that re lating  to  ins truc to rs . He had been forced 
in to  the s itua tion  because o f the a ttitude  of the approved BPA 
Ins truc to rs  — as he saw it the la rger part o f BPA incom e came 
from  students and these m ust be looked after.
(c) Validity of Log Book Signatures. It was his view that the  s ig ­
nature of the non-B PA Instruc to rs  were va lid  and since Wessex 
was an a ffilia ted  C lub, a lbe it tha t it had to  take steps of using non- 
BPA Instructors, the log book s ignatures shou ld  be honoured.
(d) Mr. Donovan referred to  the STC M eeting of 30th Septem ber 
and the fact that the N C /SO  having p rev ious ly  been in con tact 
w ith  the CAA reported that C AA w ou ld  revoke  the  W essex C lub 's 
exem ption on the recom m endation o f the BPA. The NC/SO  
pointed out tha t the actual w ord ing  was w ou ld  cons ide r revoking  
the c lub  exem ption. Mr. Donovan made the po in t that the STC 
m inutes ind icated tha t the reference was spec ific  to  the Wessex 
C lub. Mr. C rocker in terjected to  exp la in  that up to  the tim e o f the 
STC M eeting any enqu iry  to  the CAA was o f a general nature 
and d id  not refer spec ifica lly  to  the W essex C lub. It was regretted 
that the m inutes as p rin ted  suggested spec ific  reference to  the 
Wessex C lub and these m inutes are to  be considered  as super- 
ced ing those o f the STC M eeting of 30th Septem ber (Item  5).

Mr. Donovan emphasised the po in t tha t his co rrespondence 
w ith  the CAA made it c lear tha t the au tho rity  w ou ld  take no tice  of 
reports, from  whatever source, o f parachu ting  opera tions w hich 
ind icated a v io la tion  o f the term s under w h ich  an Exem ption was 
issued— BPA was in no priv ileged position  and it was w rong  of 
BPA to  try  to  perpetuate the myth that it was in such a position . 
The Chairm an pointed ou t tha t the BPA did not c la im  any specia l 
position  other than that it d id represent the spo rt and was 
concerned that its a fflia ted  c lubs operated safe ly w ith in  the 
recognised R egulations. A lso, there was no question  o f the BPA 
in te rfe ring  in the in ternal a ffa irs  of c lubs but where con traven­
tion  o f safety and tra in ing  regu la tions were concerned the BPA 
w ould  consider w ithdraw a l o f a ffilia tion . Mr. Donovan asked 
what w ou ld  happen to  his m em bers if his a ffilia tion  was w ith ­
d raw n?— the Chairm an rep lied , it was en tire ly  up to  the mem bers 
concerned.

The meeting was in agreem ent tha t the m atter had been 
th o ro u g h ly  discussed and was pleased to  learn tha t Mr. Donovan 
now had two BPA Approved Instructo rs. BPA fo r its part assured 
Mr. Donovan tha t in the event o f any fu tu re  S & T d ifficu ltie s  at the 
club  and, prov id ing  a request was made fo r assistance, the BPA 
w ould  do everyth ing to  prov ide  such help as was possible.

THE BPA SHOP IS AT YOUR SERVICE!
(A ll prices inc lude  VAT and postage)

• Various BPA Badges and Stickers
• Log Book (£1.35) • BPA Poster (55p)

• Ties (Blue, Brown or Maroon (£1.62) •  BPA Regulations (£1.75)
•  “Sport Parachuting” (2nd Edition)— the complete text book on the 

sport, profusely illustrated, hard cover­
tly Charles Shea-Simonds (£3.75)

• New in stock— BPA sweater shirts— fleecy lined, sky blue or 
royal blue, all sizes, large or small BPA motif (£4.68)

Price list and order form available from the BPA Office 
(10% discount to Affiliated Clubs on orders over £20)
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY 9th DECEMBER, 1975 

held at Kimberley House, Leicester

PRESENT
L. N. E. St. John — Chairm an  M. J. B a tche lo r 
P. J. P rio r J. Petnerbridge
W. J. M eacock J. T. C rocker
M. J. O ’Brien T. J. M organ
G. B. Shone

IN ATTENDANCE
Sqn. Ldr. W. Paul— Sec-Gen BPA 
G. C. P. Shea-S im onds— N C /SO  BPA 
4 Observers

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
D. Waterman I. B. W righ t
J. L. Thom as G. A. W. Bourn
E. T. Lew ington

Item 60/75
SUB COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Aircraft Purchase. The N C/SO  reported on a m eeting w ith 
CAA regardi ng the fo rm  of operators ce rtifica te  w hich CAA w ould 
approve in the event of the BPA purchasing  and operating its 
own a ircraft fo r use by C lubs and Teams. The CAA in te rp re ­
tation was that the  a irc ra ft w ou ld  be used fo r h ire and reward and 
under the ANO cou ld  on ly  be operated as a Public T ransport 
operation. The C AA in te rp re ta tion  was being looked at by legal 
advisors fo r the BPA and it may be that we may have to consider 
seeking advice o f a Q.C.

A m eeting w ith  the Sports C ounc il on the m atter o f g rant aid 
towards the cost of purchasing a su itab le  a irc ra ft has proved to be 
encouraging. The Sports C ounc il representatives had given the 
BPA representatives a good hearing and had th o rough ly  
examined the case. It was obvious that we m ust give preference 
to purchasing a B ritish  A irc ra ft, a view w hich the BPA representa­
tives shared. W hils t there was un like ly  to  be finance available in 
the present financ ia l year, and possib ly  not during  the next, there 
was hope that th is  cou ld  be availab le in 1977/78. In the m eantim e 
the N C/SO  w ould  be investiga ting  the poss ib ility  o f the Fairy 
B ritten N orm an Is lander a irc ra ft being made suitab le fo r ou r 
requirements.

Mr. B atche lor was concerned that a schedule had not yet been 
drawn up g iv ing pro jected opera ting  costs and m ethod o f a irc ra ft 
u tilisa tion  to  ensure that the opera tion  w ould  be financ ia lly  
sound and not be a dra in  on BPA funds. The NC/SO  was o f the 
view that the operation  w ou ld  be se lf-supporting  financ ia lly  — the 
experience o f o ther opera tors w ou ld  be drawn on and, having 
taken in to  account the necessary overhead costs, an hourly  
rate w ould be arrived at as is done w ith  all the o ther a irc ra ft used 
fo r parachuting. Facts and figures w ou ld  be worked out when the 
necessary in fo rm a tion  had been accum ulated.
b. Competitions. At a m eeting o f 3rd Decem ber the sub-com ­
m ittee considered the fo llow ing :
(1) Venue fo r S/A C ham pionsh ips 1976— it was recom m ended 
to and agreed by C ounc il tha t SHO BDO N be the Venue. The sub­
com m ittee w ould be fo llow ing  up the m atter o f to ile t, show er and 
accom m odation back up fac ilities.
(2) Venue fo r RW C ham pionsh ips 1976— tw o venues, nam ely 
Leicester Aero C lub and Dunkeswell were considered. O f the 
tw o locations, the sub-com m ittee  favoured Leicester but 
deferred a final recom m endation til l the ir next m eeting to  give 
Leicester Aero C lub the opp o rtu n ity  to  check if the ir adm in is tra ­
tive support cou ld  be im proved. Captain John Patrick w ou ld  be 
checking  to see what arm y support w ould  be fo rthcom ing  from  
U nits in the area.
(3) Job S pec ifica tion  — N ationa l Team. The job  specifica tion  
re lating  to the Head o f Delegation and C oach/RW  Team Leader 
had been discussed. The C hairm an o f the sub-com m ittee  w ould  
be c ircu la ting  a paper on the sub ject and fina l job  specs, w ou ld  be 
drawn up at the next meeting.
(4) Judges Training. The C hairm an reported that Messrs. 
Kem ley and Thom asson had agreed to assist in runn ing  a Judges

Sem inar and T ra in ing  week-end. Th is  w ou ld  be run in 
con junc tion  w ith  the R.M. Meet to  be held at Dunkeswell over the 
Easter week-end — th is  w ou ld  include  speed star and accuracy 
events. It is hoped too that video can be b rought in as a tra in ing  
aid. The NC/SO  w ou ld  draw  up a program m e o f tra in ing .
(5) Sponsorship. It had been agreed to  approach Bulm ers and 
Sim on Astbury o f Hereford concern ing  sponsorsh ip  fo r the 
C lassic Nationals. David W aterm an had agreed to check on the 
poss ib ility  of W om ble, T ony B lackburn o r Noel Edmonds 
partic ipa tion .
(6) Novice Com petitors. It was agreed the fo llow ing  c rite ria  be 
applied to  Novices entering the National C ham pionships.

a. M in im um  qua lifica tion  fo r en try  be FAI ‘B ’ C ertifica te  w ith 
C C I’s w ritten recom m endation.

b. Novices to be scored to 25 metres.
c. Separate a /c loads be m anifested fo r Novices w ith  an 

ins truc to r as jum pm aster.
(7) Video. Mr. W aterman had produced details o f various 
systems and ind icated that the cost o f a com ple te  system w ould 
be not less than £1000. The advantages of such equ ipm ent in the 
tra in ing  of judges and in com petition  were obvious and a num ber 
of coun tries had the advantage of V ideo equipm ent. The sub com ­
m ittee w ould  ce rta in ly  like to  look in to  the p oss ib ility  of 
purchasing such equipm ent, but appreciate the present 
financ ia l position  may p reclude th is. It was asked if g rant aid 
may be available fo r such a pro ject. The Sec-Gen was o f the 
view that th is  may be possib le as a coach ing  p ro jec t but he 
w ould  have to check. He did however state that there was video 
equipm ent available on loan from  the Sports Centre at Crystal 
Palace — he had used th is  equ ipm ent and w h ils t the basic 
units were suitab le the problem  was tha t there wasn’t a su itab le 
lens available fo r film ing  at style height. It may be that if the 
basic equ ipm ent cou ld  be secured on loan, a su itab le  lens 
camera and stand cou ld  be hired. Mr. O 'B rien and the Sec-Gen 
w ould  check on this.

Mr. P rio r offered the Bulm ers v ideo if th is  was su itab le and 
though t tha t 10-20 judges view ing the video w ould  be acceptable. 
Mr. O ’Brien thanked Mr. P rio r fo r  his k ind o ffe r w h ich w ould  be 
taken up if th is  was found to  be suitable. However, what was 
really wanted was equ ipm ent w h ich  cou ld  be located at varying 
venues.
(8) British  Judge — 1976 W orld S/A Cham pionships. The 
meeting endorsed the recom m endation tha t John Kem ley be 
nom inated as the British Judge fo r  the 1976 W orld S/A 
C ham pionships. He w ou ld  be nom inated at the FAI (CIP) 
M eeting in Paris in February 1976.
(9) Train ing Camp 1976. The NC/SO  w ou ld  w rite  to  various 
French Para Centres w ith  a view to find ing  a su itab le venue for 
the B ritish  Team T ra in ing  Camp.
(10) Captain John P a trick— A d d itio n a l M em ber o f Com petitions  
Sub-Ccm m ittee. Mr. O 'B rien in form ed C ounc il tha t he had 
invited Captain Patrick, w ho is the C om petitions M em ber o f the 
APA Com mittee, to  become a m em ber of the BPA C om petition  
sub-com m ittee. Captain Patrick had accepted and attended the 
last meeting and was cu rre n tly  checking  out possible A rm y 
assistance fo r the National Cham pionsh ips. C ounc il endorsed 
the decision arid appreciated C aptain Patrick's e ffo rts  on behalf 
o f the BPA.

c. Safety and Training. The m inutes of the STC M eeting of 
4 November had been d is tribu ted  and covered the fo llow ing :
(1) BPA Regulations. The reprin t o f these was now  in stock and 
copies had been sent to  all c lubs and instructors.
(2) G O. P ro tector Reserve. A m eeting between G .Q ’s, BPA and 
RAE w ould  be held as soon as the RAE evaluation is com pleted.
(3) RW Progression. Instructors and c lubs had been invited to 
give th is  m atter considera tion  so that it can be fu lly  d iscussed at 
the Instructors Convention on 10th January 1976. A paper by 
D. Howerski w ou ld  be used as a basis fo r d iscussion.

21



(4) Cutaways. This w ou ld  be d iscussed at the BP A /C A A  Meeting 
at Leicester on 16th December.
(5) Clearance o f A /C  fo r S /L Parachuting. The A irw orth iness 
D ivision o f the CAA was progressing th is  and was cu rren tly  
aw aiting an answer from  Cessna's re s trong points.
(6) Parachuting Exem ptions. The N C/SO  con firm ed  that C AA 
w ould  consider the w ithdraw a l of a Parachuting Exem ption at the 
request o f the BPA.
(7) Inc ident at Dunkesweil. STC considered an inc iden t at 
Dunkeswell and as a result w ithd rew  M ajor G o ldsw orthy 's  
Ins truc to r Rating fo r a period of 12 m onths w ith  e ffect from  4th 
O ctober 1975.
(8) Bag System Approach. A system presented by S. W. Ta lbo t 
was given unanim ous approval. A system presented by Mr. Ward 
was approved sub ject to  each item being checked by Mr. G. B. 
Shone until such tim e as a Basic R igger Q ua lifica tion  was granted 
to Mr. Ward by the R iggers sub-com m ittee.
(9) A w ard o f A pprova l to Jum p Advanced C anopies  — Hong  
Kong. The STC approved a request that Capta in T. M. M acartney 
be allowed to exercise his d iscre tion  in the issue o f approva ls fo r 
m embers in Hong Kong to  jum p advanced canopies.
(10) Jum p Step. A recom m endation resu lting  from  the investi­
gation in to  an inc iden t at A shbourne was approved i.e. tha t all 
a ircra ft, norm a lly  requ iring  an ex it from  the wheel, be equipped 
w ith  an approved step over the wheel fo r all s ta tic  line jum ps. It 
was agreed that the fitt in g  o f a step w ould  be m andatory w ith 
e ffect from  1st April 1976. The m atter w ould  be discussed w ith  
the A irw orth iness D ivision of the CAA.
(11) Student Partic ipa tion  in Com petition . To regularise the 
Novice Event at the N ational Cham pionsh ips, it was agreed that 
the m in im um  requ irem ent be FAI ‘B' C ertifica te  plus C C I’s 
recom m endation.
d. Riggers. No m eeting had been held. The on ly  report was that 
Irv in ’s had k ind ly  made arrangem ents fo r three m achines to be set 
up fo r the use of BPA Riggers tak ing  exam inations. C ounc il 
expressed its thanks to Mr. G ordon Eastley and Ian W righ t fo r 
the ir help w h ich was very m uch appreciated.

e. Finance. Mr. T. J. M organ reported on the FSC M eeting of
10 November (M inutes prev iously  d is tribu ted).
(1) Student Canopies. Subsequent to  the FSC M eeting, a quote  
o f $70 per unm odified  canopy had been received from  Paragear. 
Taking fre igh t costs in to  account, the cost w ou ld  be approx. £40 
per canopy. It was agreed tha t a c ircu la r be sent to  c lubs to  
ascertain the requirem ents and a bulk o rder be placed.
(2) Fairy B ritten Norman. The ou tstand ing  invo ice  to  FBN in 
respect of the RW C ham pionsh ips had now been settled by 
FBN.
(3) Magazine.

a. W rapping. The p oss ib ility  o f using a paper w rapp ing  as 
opposed to  envelopes was being considered. One ob jection  
was the fo ld ing  of the magazine. It w ou ld  be ascerta ined if 
Fishers cou ld  in fact undertake the fo ld ing  and w rapp ing  and 
what saving in cost w ou ld  result.
b. Q uotations from  O ther Printers. The E d ito r reported that of 
fou r firm s contacted, three had subm itted quotes and all o f 
these were far in excess of the present cost i.e. against the 
present cost of 17p per copy the o ther quotes were tw o at 24p 
and the other 28p.
c. W eight o f Paper. The E d ito r expla ined the previous steps 
taken to reduce the w e igh t of paper used in the m agazine. This 
showed that the inner pages was now o f a ligh te r w e igh t paper 
than previously. Experiem ents w ith  the cover had resulted in 
an unsatisfactory p roduct w ith  p rin t show ing th rough  the fron t 
cover. It was pointed out that the w e igh t fac to r was now not so 
c ritica l since, a lthough the postage rate had increased, the 
w eight ranges had changed to  give a w ide r band at a given 
charge.

(4) Training Posters. The FSC had discussed the purchase of 
these but were undecided as to the num ber tha t should be 
ordered. 100 w ould cost £406 and 200 w ould  cost £533. O n ly  if all 
200 were sold w ould there be an obvious saving by purchasing 
200. It had taken 18 m onths to dispose of the 200 previously 
purchased.

A fte r d iscussion C ouncil agreed tha t 100 tra in ing  posters 
(lam inated and spiral bound) be ordered and tha t 100 (prin ted 
only) be held in reserve since the cost of the printed on ly  run-on

w ould  be m inim al and cou ld  easily be amended if necessary and 
be lam inated and bound later.
(5) Loan A pp lica tion  Form. Th is  was now fin ished and w ou ld  be 
used fo r app lica tions fo r loans.
(6) Six M onths E xpenditure  C om parison w ith  B udgeted  
Expenditure. A fte r the firs t six m onths the actual expend itu re  
was genera lly well u pon  the budgeted expend itu re  — an exam ple 
was te lephone w hich was cons ide rab ly  up. It was emphasised 
that ca lls du ring  the m orn ings, when the h ighe r charge was made, 
be kept to  a m in im um . Th is as far as was possib le  was now  being 
done.
(7) Suggested E conom ies— W. J. M eacock. A  le tter subm itted 
by Mr. Meacock and d is tribu ted  to  C ounc il had been discussed 
by FSC. The points from  Mr. M eacock were:

a. E m ploym ent o f Part Time Staff. The Sec-G en insisted that 
the w ork load in the o ffice  was such that the present s ta ff were 
fu lly  utilised. The non-rep lacem ent of an o ffice  ju n io r  was not 
relevant at th is  stage since no vacancy existed. It was also 
po in ted out tha t a 75% Sports C ounc il g ran t was received 
tow ards o ffice  salaries and any savings w ou ld  be m in im al.
b. Travelling Expenses. A proposal by Mr. M eacock seconded 
by Mr. C rocker that the trave lling  a llow ance fo r  e lected BPA 
C ounc il members be reduced from  08p per m ile  to  05p, was 
defeated by 6 votes to 2 w ith one abstention. It was po in ted  out 
tha t the 08p paid by BPA was in fac t subsid ised. 75% by the 
Sports C ouncil w ith  the actual cost to  BPA being 02p per mile. 
C ounc il members agreed that d iscre tion  and res tra in t shou ld  
be exercised w ith  regard to trave lling  expenses c la im s — some 
members in fact do not cla im .
c. F inancing o f N a tiona l Team. Mr. M eacock subm itted  that 
B ritish  Team M em bers be asked to con tribu te  tow ards the cost 
of a ttend ing W orld C ham pionsh ips. It was the view o f the  FSC 
tha tTeam  Members incurred  considerab le  expense in reaching 
British Team standard and that fu rth e r con trib u tio n s  from  them 
should not be required. However, the FSC were agreed that a 
great deal more e ffo rt shou ld  be made in find ing  o ther m ethods 
of raising funds fo r National Team and th is  respons ib ility  w ould  
in itia lly  fa ll on the CSC. C ounc il M em bers were asked to  report 
any ideas or connections to the CSC.

A proposal by Mr. M eacock seconded by Mr. C rocker that: 
“ each Mem ber of a B ritish  Team exc lud ing  o ffic ia ls  sent by the 
BPA contribu te  the sum of £25 tow ards the overa ll cos t” was 
carried  by 7 votes to 2.
d. Issues o f M agazines to P rovis iona l Members. Mr. 
M eacock’s suggestion tha t P rovisional M em bers be issued w ith 
on ly  one magazine had been considered  by the FSC and it was 
recom m ended that C ounc il's  previous decis ion  (sub ject to  rati­
fica tion  at the AGM ) w hereby Provisional M em bers w ould 
receive on ly  tw o issues o f the m agazine in what w ou ld  be a 
4 m onths m em bership period, shou ld  stand. The adm in is tra ­
tion  w ork involved in opera ting  a system o f one magazine on ly  
w ould  be considerable. Mr. M eacock accepted th is  and 
w ithd rew  his suggestion.
e. Reconsideration o f P roposal to Increase P rovis iona l 
M em bership Rates. Mr. M eacock expressed the view that there 
was a danger that increasing the Provisional M em bership 
cou ld  lead to  a reduction  in m em bership so that instead of 
im proving ou r financia l s itua tion  we cou ld  weaken it. He 
accepted C ounc il’s decis ion to  recom m end the increases but 
s im ply wanted to warn C ounc il that should the ever increasing 
costs h it the sport — the cost o f BPA m em bersh ip  m ay well 
be the firs t expense to be h it as an econom y measure by those 
w ish ing to  take part in the sport.

Item 61/75
PANEL OF EXAMINERS— CAPTAIN A. C. D IXO N, REME
An app lica tion from  Captain D ixon was considered  and it was 
agreed that to con form  w ith cu rren t rules he w ou ld  have to  prove 
h im self on an Ins truc to r’s Course. A rrangem ents were in hand 
through the NC/SO fo r him to attend the next Ins truc to r Course in 
Febri*ary 1976.

Item 62/75
SPORTS AID FOUNDATION
The Chairm an reported on a m eeting w hich he and the Sec-Gen 
attended concern ing the setting  up of the Sports A id Foundation. 
Copies of the Press Release and in tro d u c to ry  in fo rm a tion  had 
previously been d is tribu ted  to C ounc il Members. The meeting
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w hich  was called by Mr. Peter C adbury the then Chairm an o f the 
Sports A id  Foundation to  expla in the aims and function  o f the 
SAF w hich b rie fly  were to  make m oney from  industry  available 
to  Sport pa rticu la rly  fo r up and com ing  ind iv idua ls who require 
finance to  undergo the necessary tra in ing . Teams w ould  also be 
catered fo r where special requirem ents existed. It was the aim 
that the SAF w ould  be com ple te ly  independent.

A le tter had since been received from  Peter C adbury advising 
that he had decided to o ffe r his resignation  as Chairm an of the 
SAF because he cannot bring h im self to  be a party to  what now 
appears to  be a C ivil Service O peration  a fte r he had prom ised that 
there w ould be no G overnm ent in terference. He s till hoped some 
form  of independent founda tion  can be constructed .

Item 63/75
ROYAL COM MISSION ON GAMBLING
The C.C.P.R. had produced a questionna ire  designed to assist the 
Royal Com m ission in its cons ide ra tions of how  m oney can be 
levied on various form s o f gam b ling  fo r the benefit o f sports. 
C ouncil members had been sent cop ies o f the questionnaire. 
The Sec-Gen w ould analyse the ir rep lies and forw ard a con ­
solidated reply to  the CCPR by 1st January.

Item 64/75
APPLICATIONS FOR AFFILIATION

a. Newcastle University Para Club
Proposed by: J. T. C rocker; Seconded by: T. J. M organ 
Unanim ously approved.

b. Edinburgh University Para Club
Proposed by: M. J. O ’B rien; Seconded by: G. B. Shone 
U nanim ously approved.

Item 65/75
PREVIOUS M INUTES AND MATTERS ARISING
The M inutes o f the M eeting o f 28th O ctober as d is tribu ted  were 
accepted.

MATTERS ARISING
a. World Championship Accounts. The m atter o f g rant aid fo r 
tra in ing  overseas has been raised at the recent Sports Aid 
Foundation and Mr. W in te rbo ttom , Chairm an o f the Sports 
C ouncil, stated tha t th is  is norm a lly  available from  the Sports 
C ouncil. It was po in ted out to  him  that in the BPA’s 1975/76 bid 
th is had been rejected. He am plified  his statem ent by saying that 
th is w ould  have been due to  the financ ia l position  th is  year. It was 
agreed that the Sec-Gen w rite  to  the S ports  C ounc il now  giving 
advance notice  (i.e. before the norm al annual bids) o f BPA's 
requirem ent to  tra in  overseas, p robab ly  in France, fo r the 1977 
S/A W orld C ham pionsh ips at a cost o f approx. £2,000.
b. Competitions Caravan. C ostings and details of the suggested 
caravan were not yet available.
c. Publicity Posters. These had now  been sent to  all c lubs and 
188 Sports Centres and were now available on resale to members.
d. Promotion of the BPA. In the absence of spec ific  ideas from  
other members, Mr. M organ put fo rw ard  suggestions he had 
gathered from  BPA Members:
Concentration on the loss of students — w hy do they ‘d rop  o u t’ 
after one jum p and w hy students in the 50-100 jum ps bracket fa il 
to  progress beyond th is  po in t. It was Mr. M organ ’s view that a 
specific  student and program m e be ins titu ted  and funds should 
be allocated fo r th is purpose.

1. A specific student aid program m e be ins titu ted  w ith  funds 
allocated fo rth e  purpose.

2. Individuals be paid to  conduct seminars.
3. Regional sports counc il aid to  clubs.
4 Support fo r co lleg ia te  jum ping .
5. Reconsideration of the Ins tru c to r Rating System to 

provide an emphasis on tra in ing  beyond beginner stage.
It was pointed out that many students had no in ten tion  of going 

beyond the 1, 2 or 3 jum p stage and that c lubs depended on the 
week-end courses fo r the ir income.

It was agreed that the sub ject was of su ffic ien t im portance to 
warrant detailed study and a sub-com m ittee  com pris ing  Mr. 
M organ, Mr. W aterman and the NC/SO  was set up to investigate 
and p roduce recom m endations as to  how the situa tion  cou ld  be 
im proved.

The m atter of pub lic is ing  what the BPA does fo r the m em ber­

ship w ould  be dealt w ith  in ‘S port Parachutist’ by means o f an 
a rtic le  o r ed ito ria l.
e. Electronic Disc. The N C/SO  hoped to get fu rthe r in fo rm ation  
on th is  at the FAI M eeting in February.
f. Style and Accuracy Championships. Mr. B atche lor referred to 
the m atter of com pe tito rs  vo lun ta rily  standing down once it 
became obvious tha t they were not go ing  to  be in the runn ing 
fo r honours. He fe lt there shou ld  be a set cu t-o ff standard so that 
the com petito rs  above th is  standard w ou ld  have a reasonable 
chance of go ing  on to  com ple te  the 10 rounds laid down as the 
aim. Th is view did not gain support and it was agreed that any 
com petito r should be a llowed to con tinue  in as m any rounds as 
he w ished unless there was an absolute necessity fo r the 
numbers to  be reduced, when vo lun tary  s tand ing-dow n would 
be employed.
g. Telemeters. The N C/SO  w ould  arrange to bring  a set of te le­
meters back from  Paris after the FAI M eeting. An o rder fo r one set 
w ould now be placed.
h. Outstanding Loans.
1. Wessex P.C. The Sec-Gen reported that Mr. Donovan had 
advised him that he (Mr. Donovan) had w ritten  to  the Chairm an 
approx. 3 weeks ago — the C hairm an had not received a 
com m unica tion  from  Mr. Donovan w ho had asked that C ouncil 
consider a fu rthe r six m onths extension of the loan period — he 
had po in ted out tha t his a irc ra ft was cu rren tly  up fo r C o f A and 
th is  w ou ld  mean an ou tlay of £1,000, also the c lub  having lost its 
D.Z. was cu rren tly  negotia ting  the use of ano ther site.

The C ouncil agreed that the loan period be extended as 
fo llow s:

a. 40% of loan to be paid w ith in  the next three m onths (i.e. by 
29th February 1976).
b. The rem ain ing 60% to be paid w ith in  the fo llow ing  three 
m onths (i.e. by 30th May 1976).

2. R.S.A. Para Club. O nly one £100 paym ent had been received 
from  the C lub since Mr. Acram an agreed on 23rd Septem ber to  
pay back the loan at a rate of £100 per m onth from  that date. The 
C ouncil decided that Mr. Acraman be advised o f the C o u n c il’s 
concern at his fa ilu re  to  act in accordance w ith  his agreem ent 
and that paym ent o f the ou tstand ing  £300 was expected 
fo rthw ith .
j. Dinner/Dance. The N C/SO  appealed to  m em bers to 
encourage the ir c lub  m em bers to support the D inner/Dance, 
j. Publicity
1. New C utting  Book. Th is  was not yet located at the BPA 
O ffices.
2. Press Kit. This was awaited from  Mr. Waterman.
3. Slides. Awaited from  Mr. Waterman.

OTHER BUSINESS
Item 66/75
BPA Stand Off Challenge Trophy. The Chairm an presented a 
le tte rfrom  Mr. W alter Neumark in w h ich  he ou tlined  the h is to ry  of 
the S tand-O ff Event and the troub les encountered in attem pts to  
stage the event. He requested C ounc il to  consider tha t un til such 
tim e as the BPA re-in troduced the event, the tropny  be made 
available annually fo r the longest reported d istance flig h t by a 
B ritish  National using a ram a ir canopy.

Mr. Neum ark's request and rules as outlined  were agreed. It 
was fu rthe r agreed that the presentation w ould  be made annually 
at the AGM, w ith notice  o f the award published in 'Sport 
Parachutist'.
Item 67/75
ATTENDANCES AT CO UNCIL M EETINGS
Mr. Batche lor referred to C o u n c il’s agreem ent to  Mr. O 'Brien's 
proposal that there shou ld  be an understand ing tha t any 
C ouncil Member fa iling  to attend at least 50% o f M eetings during 
the firs t six m onths of e lection to C ounc il should be asked to 
resign from  C ouncil. In answer, it was po in ted out that except in 
the instances where mem bers had resigned fo r spec ific  reason, 
no mem ber had fa iled to  attend 50% of the m eetings held in the 
six m onths of the life of the cu rren t C ouncil. The E ditor of 'Sport 
Parachutist' po inted out was there in fact to  be an e lection  he 
would have published the attendance figures o f the ou tgo ing  
Council M em bers— he considered th is  was now unnecessary. It 
was C ounc il’s view that the attendance figures be made known 
and it was agreed th is w ou ld  be included in the C ha irm an ’s 
fo llow -up  to  his annual report.
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Item 68/75
SUPPORT FOR PARACHUTING BY 
GOVERNMENTS ABROAD
Mr. Prior asked if a survey cou ld  be carried out to  show what 
support o ther G overnm ents provide fo r parachuting. He w ould  
find  such in fo rm ation  of value when he was occasioned to speak 
w ith  G overnm ent o ffic ia ls . It was the Sec-G en’s view that para­
chuting in th is  coun try  fared very well when com pared w ith  most 
other countries. A survey w ould  be conducted, sta rting  at the FAI 
M eeting in Paris in February 1976.

YOUR AVIATION LIBRARY IS NOT COMPLETE
IF YOU DO NOT REGULARLY RECEIVE 

AND READ A COPY OF

. .PARACHUTIST"
the world s largest m onthly parachuting magazine and the o ffic ia l p u b li­
cation of the United States Parachute A ssociation First m the fie ld with 
news of parachuting activ ities skydiving equ ipm ent and techniques 
safety procedures advance notice  of meets and resultats of com ­
petition lum ping Be up to date know about the latest advancem ents 
m professional and recreationa l parachuting in the U S.A and around 
the world Enjoy seeing prize w inning pho tographs of parachutists in 
action A ll th is and m ore Send check or money order for s 8 fo r a 
year ;> subscrip tion  (S 20 for air rates)

UNITED STATES PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION  
806 15th Street, NW., Suite 444, Washington DC 20005, USA

“JUMP PILOT” is a bi-monthly 
newsletter published by the BPA 
to entertain and inform your jump 
pilot.
To receive a free copy of this 
newsletter — contact Charlie at the 
BPA Office.

SPOTTER
AN INTERNATIONAL PARACHUTING NEW SMAGAZINE 

ORIGINATING IN THE NORTHEAST USA

S U B S C R IB E  N O W !

$12 — AIRMAIL

14 Hardwick Road, Quincy, 
____________ Massachusetts 02169, USA____________

PARA-COMMANDERS 
HORNETS and 

OTHER CANOPIES

Wide range of free-fall 
equipment in stock

Fully illustrated PARACHUTES 
INC CATALOGUE (send C1.00)

PARA GLIDE LTD.
2, Churwell Avenue, Heaton Mersey 
Stockport, Cheshire SK4 3QE  
0 6 1 -4 3 2 -7 3 1 5
Sole  U .K . ag ents  fo r P IO N E E R  and  
P A R A C H U T E S  IN C .

JUM PSUITS
Direct from Britain's largest manufacturer

S T A N D A R D  C H E Q U E R B O A R D  F L A R E D

SINGLE COLOURS TWO TONE COLOURS
Black Black and White
Red Black and Orange
Blue Black and Red
Yellow Black and Yellow
Purple Blue and White
White Blue and Orange

Blue and Red
Blue and Yellow
Purple and White

S IX  S IZ E S Purple and Orange
Purple and Red
Purple and Yellow
White and Orange
White and Red

B .P .V . Jum psu its  . . . for lon ger lasting  p ro te c tio n

Send or telephone for brochure and order form to:
British Para-Ventures
8 Broadfie ld Crescent
Fernhill Heath
Nr. Worcester Tel. W orcester 51690

FO R  S A LE
2 x P io n eer E co no m y T w in s 5 x C louds Anyone interested in
2 x 4  Pin D e luxe 3 x Bow  system s com ple te purchasing any of the above items
3 x 3  Pin D e luxe 6 x Short Bow  c on tin en ta l should contact the Parachute
2 x PCs backpacks c /w  harness Regiment Freefall Team,
6 x PAPs (F ren c h ) 1 x N o tre  D am e Foil 'The Red Devils’—
3 x T h u n d erb o w s 3 x Sleds Aldershot 24431, ext. 600 or 699
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
SAFETY AND TRAINING COMMITTEE MEETING, THURSDAY 18th DECEMBER 1975 

held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester
PRESENT

J. C rocker Chairm an
C. Shea-Sim onds NC/SO
J. Laing APA
D. O rton PDPC
A. D ixon REME
D. Prince NWPC
J. Meacock PPC
J. Curtis L inco ln
I. Howell MPC
D. Peacock RAFSPA

OBSERVERS
K. Allen O. Prin
P. Padley J. N icho lls
B. Laithwaite J. Barnes
R. A therton J. S udbury
T. Hagan

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
N. Law G. Shone
E. Finney T. Lew ing ton
P. Evans D. H ick ling
A. C o llingw ood

Item 1
G.Q. PROTECTOR RESERVE
A meeting between BPA, GQ 's and RAE arranged fo r 19th 
December 1975 had to be postponed because of the illness o f Mr.
F. Jones of RAE w ho was responsib le fo r the RAE evaluation. The 
NC/SO  in form ed the m eeting that a new date w ou ld  be arranged 
as soon as Mr. Jones was fit again.

Item 2
CAA MEETING
The NC/SO  reported on a m ost p roductive  m eeting between 
BPA, O perations and A irw orth iness D iv is ion o f CAA on 16th 
December. This m eeting produced the fo llow ing :
a. Cutaways. O perations C AA agreed they cou ld  not legislate 
fo r cutaways but asked BPA to cover th is  aspect in the ir 
Regulations. STC agreed the fo llo w in g  add ition  to d isp lay 
regu la tion (section 21, Parachuting D isp lays): Cutaways — 
Cutaways should on ly  be undertaken when w ind cond itions  w ill 
a llow  the cutaway canopy to  land in a safe area and away from  
main roads.”
b. Article 41 of ANO. T his a rtic le  is concerned w ith  the p ro h ib it­
ing of passengers from  c lim b in g  on to  the w ing o r undercarriage 
of an a ircra ft in fligh t. It was agreed that th is  a rtic le  was unrea l­
is tic  fo r sport parachuting, and C AA agreed to  look in to  th is  
problem.
c. CAA List of Approved Aircraft. A irw orth iness D ivision reported 
that the bulk of the w ork on th is  lis t has been com pleted and that 
the list would be d iv ided in to  a irc ra ft fo r (a) Free Fall on ly  and (b) 
S tatic Line use. It was hoped that th is  w ou ld  be ready early  in the 
New Year.
d. Wind Limitations. The im pos ition  of a rb itra ry  surface w ind 
lim ita tions on Special Exem ption was discussed, and it was 
agreed that, as th is  was unrea lis tic , it w ou ld  be dispensed w ith  in 
the future.
e. Re-write of ANO. CAA exp la ined the problem s involved in a re­
w rite  of the ANO but agreed that parachu ting  shou ld  be 
perm itted, rather than the ir having to issue exem ptions from  an 
a rtic le  that basically p roh ib ited  it, as was the curren t practice. 
Because of re-organisation w ith in  C AA it was po in ted ou t that 
th is  was un like ly  to  happen in 1976 but the C AA were well aware 
of its need.
f. Review of 1975 Parachuting. CAA po in ted out the fo llow ing  
areas w here they had noticed a de terio ra tion  in standards:

/'. Teams app ly ing  fo r Special Exem ptions and not g iv ing  28 
days notice.

/'/'. D.Z. plans and grid  references subm itted inaccurate ly.
Hi. Jum p ing  th rough c loud and on to  the w rong D.Z.

BPA agreed to pub lic ise  these errors in o rde r that they be 
remedied, w h ils t CAA pointed out that they w ould  cons ider refus­
ing app lica tions in the fu tu re  from  those w ho con tinued  not to 
com e up to  the required standard. C AA also po in ted ou t some 
problem s w hich d irec tly  concern p ilo ts  — overload ing  of a/c, 
a irspace in fringem ents and not fly in g  the Q uadranta l Rule in IFR 
in the FIR during  parachuting operations; the N C/SO  agreed to 
w rite  to  c lubs separately on these matters.

Item 3
INSTRUCTORS CO NVENTIO N AGENDA
The fo llow ing  were agreed as items fo r the Agenda fo r the 
Instructo rs Convention:
a. RW Progression.
b. Q ua lifica tions fo r Ram A ir Parachutes.
c. Presentation on Bag D eploym ent S /L  System by NC/SO. 

Item 4
PREVIOUS MINUTES
The previous m inutes were approved unanim ously, there  were no 
m atters arising.

Item 5
ARMY INCIDENTS
The NC/SO  reported on tw o incidents in A rm y Sport Para­
chu ting :
a. The Jersey Fatality. A m ilita ry  team jum ping  on to  a beach in 
Jersey fo r a d isp lay had ne ither used a life jacke t nor had suitable 
rescue boats available. Follow ing an e ight man RW attempt, the 
team found that they had d rifted  over the sea. One team m ember 
landed in the sea and drowned. As the result of an APA inqu iry  the 
fo llo w in g  recom m endations were made to STC:

i. L. M elville (C hief Instructo r). Ins truc to rs  Rating be sus­
pended fo r one year. Banned from  D isplay Parachuting fo r 
2 years.

ii. C. Copeland (Team Com m ander). Banned from  D isplay 
Parachuting or being a Team Com m ander fo r 3 years. Pro­
h ib ited from  app ly ing  fo r an Ins truc to r Rating fo r 3 years.

b. Northern Ireland Incident. D uring a d isp lay a jum per, who was 
not qua lified  to jum p in the d isp lay or to  jum p a PC, experienced a 
m alfunction . He fa iled to  cutaw ay and landed on a church  steeple 
w hich caused him serious in ju ry. Again as a result o f an APA 
inqu iry  the fo llow ing  recom m endations were made to STC.

i. R. Nivens (Chief Instructo r). Ins truc to rs  Rating be sus­
pended fo r one year. Banned from  Display Parachuting fo r 
one year.

ii. J. Greenan (J/M ). Banned from  D isplay Parachuting fo r 
one year. P rohib ited from  app ly ing  fo r an Instructors Rating 
fo r one year.

iii. D. Pusey (Present, but not active ly involved). Formal letter 
from  BPA rem ind ing him  o f his responsib ilities as an 
Instructor.

STC approved these recom m endations w ith e ffect from  18th 
December 1975.

Item 6
INSTRUCTORS COURSES
The NC/SO  explained a paper tha t he had produced as a gu ide to 
C C I’s and C lubs, sending the ir mem bers on PI Courses. This 
paper w hich was approved by STC, w ould  be d is tribu ted  one to 
each club  and one to each CCI.
Item 7
ILLEGAL DRUGS
The Chairm an explained that, in an tic ipa tion  of a problem  in the 
fu tu re  concern ing  the use of illegal drugs, BPA Regulations 
should provide fo r it in an unequivocal way. The meeting agreed 
unanim ously w ith  th is  view, and, a fter d iscussion agreed that 
the fo llow ing  be added as a new paragraph 10 to Section 9 
(Medical) of BPA Regulations: “Illegal Drugs Possession or use 
of illegal drugs by a BPA M em ber on a D rop Zone w ill au to ­
m atica lly lead to the w ithdraw a l of his BPA M em bership and all 
that it en ta ils .”
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Item 8
INCIDENT AT LEEDS
The A irp o rt D irec to r o f Leeds/B rad fo rd  had w ritten  to  N C/SO  
concern ing  tw o in fringem ents o f BPA R egulations by m em bers o f 
the Leeds/B radford  F/F C lub. LBFFC had subm itted  reports to  
the N C/SO  at his request, and had in form ed him  tha t d isc ip lina ry  
action had been taken by the c lub  aga inst the  ind iv idua ls 
responsible. Chairm an of STC expressed his concern  at these 
in fringem ents and STC agreed that they w ould  not to le ra te  any 
fu rthe r in fringem ents of BPA R egulations by the ind iv idua ls 
responsible.

Item 9
INSTRUCTORS RATINGS
Advanced Ratings were unanim ously approved fo r:

J. Barnes and O. Prin 
A fte r some discussion it was agreed that a BPA Ins truc to rs  

Rating be granted to  Capta in Sam pson, the ho lder o f a NZ Rating, 
w ho had been recom m ended by Panel Mem bers M cQueen and 
Mapplebeck.

Item 10
No. OF S/L STUDENTS
Follow ing a request from  APA it was agreed tha t 4 S /L  students

cou ld  be d ispatched on a s ing le  run, w here a tape recorder was 
used as an aid to  g iv ing  critiques.

Item 11
GASCO MEETING
The NC/SO  reported on a recent General A via tion  Safety C om ­
m ittee Meeting. One item  o f pa rticu la r in terest was prope lle r 
consp icu ity  markings. — The pa in ting  o f b lack and w h ite  on p ro ­
pellers as aid to  prevent acc idents — it was agreed th is  was an 
inexpensive yet w o rthw h ile  exercise.

The NC/SO then expla ined a NATS paper on m andatory radio 
requirements, and various mem bers o f STC agreed to  provide 
the ir comm ents. (The Chairm an, Prince, M eacock, Sharpies and 
Howell).

Item 12
NOVICES EVENT AT ARMY CHAM PIONSHIPS
A request from  the APA to  a llow  students o f less than ‘B ’ C e rti­
fica te  standard to partic ipa te  in the A rm y C ham pionsh ips was 
discussed. The meeting fin a lly  decided that they cou ld  not g ran t 
an exem ption from  th is  R egulation w hich had on ly  jus t been 
agreed after m uch d iscussion at the last STC M eeting.

PARAPOL PARABOOTS
B I N D E R S

in handsome leather 
cloth w ith  gold blocked 
name plate on spine, to 
take copies of your SPORT 
PARACHUTIST and USPA 
PARACHUTIST magazines

Copies open f la t an d  can  
be rem oved  un m arke d  
as req u ire d

£2.50 incl. p/p & VAT
Also available
DAN POVNTERS fabulous 
THE PARACHUTE M A N U A L

A com p le te  encyclopaed ia  
a n d  T echn ica l M a n u a l 
in va lu ab le  to a l l  R iggers  
Clubs an d  advanced  
te c h n ic a l p a ra ch u tis t 
in  g e n e ra l

SPORT PARA SERVICES
27 F IT Z R O Y  R O A D  FLE E T  H A N T S  T e l: F le e t 3793

In Stock —
C O M PETITIO N  BOOTS Black only Sizes 5-11
STYLE BOOTS W ith  Black, Blue* or

Red’ Trim Sizes 5-11
A Iso made to order in  w ide or na rrow  hr lings and other 
colours
Price £18.50 incl. VAT and postage 

'  Colour trim  £ 1 extra

Send tor details or cash w ith  order to

POLLARD 8. SON
St M ichaels Road Northam pton 

Phone 0604 39121

THE ROYAL AERO CLUB s o c ia l  m em bership
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

Social membership of the Royal Aero Club is available to all 
members of the British Parachute Association— for details contact 
the BPA Office.
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STUDENT RELATIVE PROGRESSION
INTRO DUCTIO N
This system of progression is basically designed to take a 
student from  category VIII to  category X re latively 
speaking in the safest and most e ffic ien t manner.

Before embarking upon it we assume the student has 
already done loops and rolls.

The main lim itation o f th is system is undoubted ly the 
ab ility  of the instructor. The main facto r to  bear in m ind 
being: R.C.A. Relaxed C ontro lled  Aggression, w hich
basically is what relative w ork is all about.

AIMS OF INDIVIDUAL JUMPS  
JUMP I AND II
The main aim is to  teach awareness o f a ltitude, the base m an’s 
responsib ilities and also the co rrec t m ethod of “ break o ff’ and 
“separation” .

The secondary aims are as in tro d u c to ry  jum ps to relative w ork 
cond ition ing  the student to:

i. W atching the ins tru c to r to  see what he can learn.
ii. Relaxing in to  th is  type  o f jum p ing .

JUMPS III and IV
The main aim here is fo r the s tudent to  p ractice  com ing  down 
vertically. The secondary aim s being the student to  watch how  the 
ins truc to r closes ho rizon ta lly  and the m aintenance of awareness 
of a ltitude fo llow ed by co rre c t “ break o ff and separation” .

JUMPS V and VI
The main aim here is fo r the s tudent to  phys ica lly  p ractice  h o ri­
zontal c los ing  and fina l link ing.

The secondary aim  is fo r the  studen t to  learn by observation 
of the ins truc to r the varied techn ique  o f ve rtica lly  closing.

JUMPS VII and VIII
The main aim  is to  physica lly  p ractice  the student in c los ing  both 
vertica lly  and ho rizon ta lly  and the fina l docking.

The second aim is to  in troduce  the idea o f con tro lled  flu id  
descent com b in ing  both vertica l and horizonta l techniques in 
one movement. A lthough  th is  may not be physica lly  practised 
at th is  stage due to lack o f separation on ex it the idea m ust s till be 
planted, and fina l awareness o f o ther parachutists on opening.

JUMPS IX and X
To physica lly  p ractice  the studen t in link ing  w ith  d iffe rences 
occu rring  in both the horizon ta l and vertica l planes as a result of 
backlooping. T o teach  students m ore body con tro l and a llow  him 
to practise all he has learnt.

JUMP XI
The main aim is to  in troduce  the s tuden t to  relative w ork w ith 
more than tw o jum pers.

The secondary aims are con tro l o f a tw o-m an link, breaking 
in, procedure, im portance o f ex it and f in a lly  awareness o f o ther 
parachutists and break o ff and separation.

JUMP XII
The main aim here is to  phys ica lly  p ractise  the student in ex it 
techniques, c losing 3rd, breaking in, break o ff and separation 
and awareness of o ther parachutists.

THE PROGRESSION SYSTEM  
JUMP I
Altitude 7200 ft— Briefing— Exit. To be practised on the g round 
in the a ircraft.
Student. Is briefed to ex it in the base m an’s position . To remain 
on a irc ra ft heading and to watch the pin man. To reduce his 
position  if the pin man goes below him . To de-arch and make a 
big spread position  if the pin man floa ts above him . NO T  to  snatch 
o r grab e ither up or down du ring  the dock ing  phase. To watch 
his a ltim ete r and be aware of a ltitude. To wave o ff at 3500 ft, do 
180° tu rn  fo llow ed  by a 4 second track, flare, wave and pull.

JUMP II
Exactly the same as JUM P I.

Continuation
The student w ill on ly  progress to  JUM P III once he has been in 

tw o successful links as base man w ith  good safe break o ffs  and 
separation.

JUMP III
Altitude 7200 f t— Briefing— Exit. To be practised on the ground 
in the a ircraft.
Student. Is briefed to ex it in the pin m an’s position . Is taught delta 
position, braking and fla ring  from  th is  pos ition  and fina l reduction 
should it be necessary. Is taugh t to  go down and aim o ff to  one 
side of the base. To level o ff and assume relaxed spread position 
on same level as base man. Is taugh t never to  take his eyes off 
the base man and to watch ca re fu lly  when base man closes the 
horizonta l distance. NO T  to  snatch or grab e ithe r up or down 
during the “ dock ing  phase” . To watch a ltim eter and to wave off 
at 3500 f t — 180° turn , 4 secs track, flare, wave and pull.

JUMP IV
Exactly the same as JUM P III 
Continuation
The student w ill on ly  progress to  JUM P V once he has mastered 
vertical descent in tw o successful links; p ractis ing  the same.

JUMP V
Altitude 7200 f t— Briefing — Exit. To be practised on the ground 
in the aircraft.

Student. Is briefed to  ex it in the base m an’s position , poised and 
on a irc ra ft heading. To watch the pin man com ing  down and level 
off. Is briefed to  close the horizonta l d istance on a given signal 
from  the pin man. Is briefed to  w atch the pin man. Is taught 
how to make horizonta l d istance by bending arms at the elbows, 
palms dow nw ards and legs stra ight. Is briefed on braking forward 
speed palms fac ing forw ards and fina l c los ing  speeds. Is taught 
to  tuck  up legs on actual m om ent o f link ing . No snatch ing or 
grabb ing or reaching up o r down. Is briefed fo r a 3500 ft wave o ff 
th is  tim e to be given by the instruc to r, a 180° tu rn  4 secs track, 
flare, wave and pull.

JUMP VI
Exactly the same as JUM P V.
Continuation
The student w ill on ly  progress to JU M P VII a fter he has closed 
the horizonta l d iffe rence successfu lly  w ith  a sm ooth  link on at 
least two jum ps.

JUMP VII
Altitude 7200 f t— Briefing— Exit. To be practised on the ground 
in the aircraft.
Student. Is briefed to  ex it as pin man. Is briefed to  use both 
vertical and horizonta l c los ing as taught. Is taught how to move 
from  the delta position  in to  a position  w h ich  gives con tro lled  h o ri­
zontal movem ent from  vertica l m ovem ent in one con tinuous 
flow . Is briefed never to  take his eyes o ff the base man. Is 
rem inded of braking w ith  hands and fina l c los ing  speeds. No 
snatch ing o r g rabb ing e ither up or down on fina l link ing . Is 
rem inded to  tuck legs up on actual link ing . Is briefed to  remain 
aware of a ltitude  and fo r a 3500 ft wave o ff by base man fo llow ed 
by 4 secs track and flare. Is briefed to  check the sky around him 
and especia lly below and above p rio r to  wave and pull.

JUMP VIII
Exactly the same as JUM P VII 
Continuation
The student w ill on ly  progress to  JUM P IX once he has 
successfu lly pinned the base in a sm ooth link having closed 
both horizon ta lly  and vertica lly  on tw o occasions.

JUMP IX
Altitude 8000 f t— Briefing— Exit. To be practised on the ground 
in the aircraft.
Student. Is briefed to ex it as pin man, all norm al po in ts  are again 
b rought up. Is briefed to  link, push o ff w ith  hands and backloop 
out of link. Briefed to com e in again fo r second link, bearing in 
m ind possible reduction or de-arch ing  required fo r vertica l
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separation. On com p le tion  of second link s tudent w ill again 
push o ff and back loop. On both occasions base man w ill back- 
loop w ith  him. On com p le tion  o f second backloop  student w ill 
check a ltim eter and give wave o ff at 3500 ft, 180° tu rn , 4 secs 
track, flare, check around, above and below, wave and pull.

JUMP X
Exactly the same as JUM P IX 
Continuation
At th is  stage I w ou ld  cons ider a Jum per as ca tegory  X re lative ly 
speaking however, I w ou ld  recom m end the fo llo w in g  tw o  jum ps 
as being the next natural p rogression fo r  re lative w ork.

JUMP XI
Altitude 7200 ft— Briefing — Exit. To be practised on the g round 
and in the aircraft.
Student. Is briefed as a pin man fo r a three man link. Emphasis is 
made on the ex it d rill and w hatever in itia tio n  o r coun tdow n  is 
used at the m om ent o f exit. Is briefed fo r norm al link up. Is briefed 
on co n tro lling  of possib le  rota tion  in the tw o  man link, by use of 
a leg. On “ c los ing it up" to  lose height, o r converse ly fly ing  it to  
gain height. Is briefed on “ s lid ing  the tw o m an” tow ards a th ird  
jum per by d ropp ing  the shoulders. N O T  to  break g rips un til the 
th ird  man has e ither given a shake o r phys ica lly  broken the grip  
him self. To m aintain awareness o f a ltitude. Brie fed fo r 3500 ft 
wave off, 180° turn, 4 secs track, flare, check a round above and 
below, wave and pull.

Continuation
Once the student has been inside a three man he is now  ready to 
close th ird  and should be progressed to  the fina l jum p: JUM P XII.

JUMP XII
Altitude 7200 f t— Briefing— Exit. Practised on the g round  in the 
aircraft.
Student. Is briefed as th ird  man fo r a three man link. Emphasis is 
made on exit d rill and in itia tion  o r coun tdow n. S tudent is briefed 
fo r normal approach tow ards tw o man and em phasis is made on 
fina l closing speeds, “ breaking in ” and not to  fo rge t to  “ tuck up ” 
legs on actual “ docking phase” . No snatching o r g rabb ing  or 
reaching e ither up or down. M ainta in awareness of a ltitude. 
Briefed fo r 3500 ft wave off, 180° tu rn , 4 secs track, flare check 
around, above and below, wave and pull.

Continuation
At th is stage if category X has not been granted it sure ly  m ust be 
now, once the student has successfu lly  closed th ird . The student 
is now ready to  move on and do unsupervised relative w ork. He 
still has m uch to learn and the m ajority  of th is  can o n ly  be learnt 
in the air, by v irtue  o f experience.

BREAKDOWN OF JUMPS
Jump Passive Active Results
I student ins truc to r lin k -p in  by ins truc to r
II student ins truc to r lin k -p in  by ins truc to r
III s tu d en t/in s truc to r lin k -p in  by ins truc to r
IV s tuden t/in s truc to r lin k -p in  by ins truc to r
V s tuden t/in s truc to r lin k -p in  by student
VI s tuden t/in s truc to r lin k -p in  by student
VII in s truc to r student lin k -p in  by student
VIII ins truc to r student lin k -p in  by student
IX s tuden t/ins truc to r 2 x lin k -p in  by student
X s tuden t/ins truc to r 2 x lin k -p in  by student
XI s tuden t/ins t./3 rd  man 3 m an-p in by student
XII student/inst./base  man 3 m an-student closes 3rd

Total number of Links for Student are 12 x 2-Man Links and
2 x 3-Man Links

Student is Pin Man in 9 Jumps and Closes 3rd in one other. 

Conclusion
Reiterating the im portance of the relative ab ility  of the 

ins tructor I personally help students as much as possible 
th roughout all desoents, w ithou t actua lly taking the 
in itia tive away from them.

This system physica lly encourages the student to  do 
the maximum am ount of work possible, and the con ­
tinu ity  of the ir efforts com bined w ith that of the instructor, 
does produce a safe, relaxed relative worker.

The techniques taught in JUMP VII may well not be 
physica lly tried ou t until the student has to close th ird  or 
fourth. However, I believe it a good idea to  teach them at 
th is stage.

Debriefing after each jum p is o f V ITAL im portance, if 
the student is to gain the maximum am ount o f know ledge 
available.

Not all jumps w ill go as planned and here lies the real 
fun in th is system. A student w ill often learn much more 
from  one of these jum ps than from  a perfect jum p. The 
ins tructo r must have the ab ility  to make these jum ps a 
success, “ linkw ise".

I have used th is system of progression on a num ber of 
students w ith resounding success. It is qu ite  possible to 
achieve theend result in less than twelve jum ps. However, 
in order to  cover the fu ll spectrum of individual ab ilities 
I consider twelve is about right.

Finally, the breakdown o f jum ps gives a success rate 
w hich when checked w ith the present system compares 
very favourably. Check the log books of your category X 
jum pers and you w ill find in many cases it has taken 
between 60 and 120 jum ps before achieving category X.

This system is not a pie in the sky, please give it a try  and 
form  your own opinions.

D. L. HOWERSKI, D.1027

INSURANCE 
FOR PARACHUTISTS

u i
WEST MERCIA 

INSURANCE BROKERS
High St .Wombourne, Nr. Wolverhampton WV5 9DN 

Tel: Wombourne 2661/4705 (STD 090 77)

BPA INSTRUCTORS
AM EN D M EN TS TO LIST 

PUBLISHED IN SP Vol. 12, No. 6

Valid t ill 31.3.76: H itchen, J. H. 15633
Prince, J. D. (A) 1880 Knight, A. G. 1573
Reed, M. (A) 596 Sampson, R. A. 22972
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Valid till 31.3.77:
Charters, R. 12875 71 In s tru c to r’s Ratings
McCarthy, P. (A)(E) 949 exp ire  on 31.3.76.

Don't fo rge t to  renew!
Valid t ill 31.3.78:

Burn, R. K. (A) 3445
Crawley, T. 543 Any queries— please contact
Day, T. 1705 the Sec-Gen. at the
Devone, G. F. 1850 BPA O ffice  as soon as
Hartley, E. 10765 possible.
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BUZZ’S CANADIAN COLUMN
A lthough the 1st W orld C ham pionships in Relative W ork 
are now over, and the results are well known, its w orth 
m entioning some items in connection  therew ith.

The tra in ing cam p at A bbotsford  was largely ruined by 
bad weather, and strange though it may seem, due to  the 
low ceiling, many more ten man jum ps were made than 
fou r man. The team was fo rtunate in having Jerry B ird as 
coach. W ith a Twin O tter to  jum p from  the team was able 
to sim ulate exits very s im ilar to those from  a UHID H eli­
copter, even though the fo rm er had a le ft side door, and a 
right side exit was used at the meet. The change in side fo r 
the exit caused no problem .

The team was able to  spend one day at the Rhine A rm y 
Parachute Centre en route to W arendorf. Many thanks to 
Tom Oxley and staff fo r the ir kindness and generosity in 
m aking us very welcome.

As m entioned in the last issue, the fou r man team was 
part of the ten man team. A lthough  they had spent two 
months tra in ing in F lorida during  the spring, after the ir 
return to Canada, they became involved in the ten man 
team, and were not able to con tinue  the ir tra in ing  at the 
same level. This fact I fe lt con tribu ted  to some lack o f con­
sistency in the ir perform ance. They d id however perform  
up to expectations — the Nationals, and in certa in o f the 
W orld Meet jum ps. The jum p tha t spoiled it all was in the 
fou rth  round, when they bu ilt the form ation, and 
inexp licab ly one team mem ber broke off, before the 3 
second hold tim e was com plete. This effective ly put them 
out o f the running, and the w ill to  w in was gone. This 
showed too in the last tw o rounds.

The ten man team jum ped at the level they had attained 
in tra in ing  camp, but again did not have the consistency 
o f perform ance tha t m ight have put them in the medals. 
There was a nine second spread bwteeen the ir slowest 
and fastest star.

The ten man team, a lthough its members had jum ped 
together over many years, did not fo rm ally  become a team 
until m id June. They were com peting against teams, 
w hich had jum ped together as a unit fo r up to three and 
four years. Canadian relative workers hope to  realise that 
if they com pete successfu lly  in fu tu re  W orld C ham pion­
ships, then the same kind of com m itm ent w ill have to  be 
made.

On a much sadder note, after such an accident free year, 
two fata lities occurred during  September. The firs t was a 
breakaway from  a slow ly opening main, w ith im m ediate 
reserve activation, apparently w ith  feet to  earth. The 
reserve canopy caught on the open main canopy release 
just below the apex, w ith  no fu rthe r developm ent. The

second was a pack closure on a static line jum p, w ith no 
reserve activation (e ither m anually or by an AOD). Investi­
gation indicates that the pack opening bands were 
attached to the top flap, thereby keeping the conta iner 
closed.

See you next time,
BUZZ.

ANNUAL DRAW PRIZEW INNERS— 
10th JANUARY, 1976

Ticket No. Prize Name o f Winner
193461 Portable Radio Mr. Humphries
076269 Ladies' Watch E. Greigh
071348 Hair Dryer V. C .Johnson
099530 Electric Razor P. Eccott
110977 Brief Case R. A. Laughton
016090 Electric Drill SAC. Zammit
008080 Set of Towels Sgt. Townsley
070609 Electric Blanket Mr. Ratcliffe
252730 Pair of Sheets Ian Perris
249996 Travel Iron Mrs. Rowland
144107 S/S Serving Tray Mrs. Richards
157084 S/S Dish P. B. Beilis
223534 Slide Projector M. Cox
194286 Cassette Recorder Mrs. S. Stevens
075644 Polaroid Camera Pail Thompson
197347 6 Bottles Pomagne Elaine Lang
126000 Bottle Brandy S. Scott
012745 Gents Watch Mr. D. Gardner
083469* Electric Heat Tray Isabel Campbell
033985 S/S Teaset Michial Cushing
121461 Toast Rack M. F. Dmytrenko
083246 Electric Toaster B. Sullivan
084768 Cake Stand A. Bramley
074958 S/P Sandwich Tray Mr. A. W inspur
155946 Binoculars L. Tyne
174743* Electric Mixer J. Murden
128354 Coffee Percolator P. Cooper
093402 Tape Recorder S. Acres
122305 Book— ‘Sport Parachuting' P. Owen
190302* £50 Voucher J. Kenchington
032962 Holiday Mrs. P. Denzey
"— Indicates prize collected at time o f the draw.
The Association is most grateful to all who supported the Annual Draw 
which has resulted in approx. £2,590 being credited to the British 
National Team Fund for the 1976 World Parachuting Championships.

“The Art of Free Fall 
Relative Work”
By Pat Works

is now available from : 
Spodemoor Aviation

20 Chapel Street 
BRADFORD BD1 5DL

Price: £5.90

PARACHUTING:

THE ART 
OF 

FKFFFAI I  
RELATIVE 

WORK
l’ATWORKSSCS'l

Everything that you want can be got.
Repairs and modifications. Phone and then call11 ever too busy to help. round.

I f  you want it, I’ll make it whatever the shape.
Extensive range of colours, trims and designs.

51 Station Road 
Snainton

Elvin Skysports Ltd Scarborough. Y013 9AP 
Tel. 0723-85 578
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I LEARNED ABOUT PARACHUTING FROM THAT . b y  BOOT GRINDALL

I am a student teacher addicted to  parachuting but my 
addiction is con tinua lly  frustrated th rough lack of funds. 
However, once in a w hile  I get enough cash together to 
raid Thruxton. I don ’t progress much because o f these 
enforced layoffs — I did go freefall in January — but 
d idn ’tju m p a g a in  un til one g lo rious week in May, so it was 
back on the rope. This particu la r week turned ou t to  be 
the most enjoyable and im portan t o f my somewhat 
spasmodic parachuting career.

There was sunshine in abundance at Thruxton , and 
a lo t o f first-tim ers, but I som ehow managed to get in 
six jumps, dum m y-pu lling  like crazy, and try ing  hard to 
get back onto three seconds, but not im pressing the 
jum p master. My canopy handling was im proving though; 
jum p 20 was so deep that there was no way I was go ing to 
get in. Trees, roads, power-lines, cows and streams 
seemed to attract me by an irresistib le  force but I steered 
into a fie ld w ith a few feet to  spare. Jum p 21 was still deep 
and at 200 feet I was ho ld ing , go ing stra igh t down to  land 
astride the boundary fence — no po in t in tu rn ing  to run 
because of large trees in the way so at about 70 feet I 
hauled down hard to induce an oscilla tion  and was 
swung w ild ly  over the fence w ith feet to spare. (Thanks 
fo r the memory, Paul!)

The high spots of the Thruxton  raid were my mate 
Dave’s firs t 15 second delay and my ride w ith tape 
recorder and camera to  10 grand in the R.A.P.A. Islander. 
(Thank you, Pete.)

And so to Weston fo r the firs t tim e since my army days. 
A new exit from  the ir C.206 to th ink about and my firs t 
bag deploym ent jump. It was a b it breezy and cold but 
there was a program m e underw ay. Doug Peacock put me 
th rough exit d rill and to ld  me tha t the bag deploym ent 
system was qu ick and foo lp roof. So up we went seem ingly 
reaching 2,500ft in no th ing flat. Doug shouted som ething 
about m issing the balloon w hich was being used by the 
T.A. and out I went. I made a good exit and held a good 
position too, noth ing like as tr icky  as the Cherokee 6 
I once exited (not so much exited but fe ll ou t facing the 
w rong way!). Anyway, I com pleted the coun t and tried to 
look up on ly to find  my head being pressed forward. 
Forcing the risers apart I looked up and was horrified  to 
see an extrem ely com prehensive m alfunction  w ith so

many lines over that I was getting  very little  support. I 
cou ldn ’t believe it; my position had been good but there 
was th is “ th in g ” flapp ing around above me. It was my firs t 
m alfunction and I made what could have been an expen­
sive mistake. I remember seeing a photograph in a 
previous S.P. of how not to th row  a reserve, and th ink ing  
I w ould never get in to that state, but I did. I held the reserve 
w ith my left hand, pulled and discarded the handle w ith my 
right and then I go t it all w rong. Instead o f dum ping the 
reserve in the prescribed manner I m erely flicked the 
apex in to  the d irection  o f rotation, and the w hole lo t went 
stra ight up in to the main w rapping around the rigg ing 
lines and provid ing no lift at all. The though t passed 
th rough my m ind that unless that reserve inflated I 
w ou ldn ’t need a parachute ’cos I w ould have wings. So 
I pushed, pulled and strugg led in silent, frightened fury, 
cursing myself fo r m aking such a stupid mistake. Then 
w ith no assistance from  me a b it o f the reserve inflated, 
untangled, and as it d id so the rest deployed perfectly. 
Why it flew  is s till beyond me but there it was. I held the 
reserve risers well away from  those of the main which 
still hadn’t cleared itself. I w asn’t ro ta ting so qu ick ly  now 
so I had a look to see how and where I was going to land. 
I s till had quite a b it o f he ight and I cou ld  see some figures 
running onto the D.Z. shouting  advice about feet, knees 
and elbows. A t about 50 feet I adopted a landing position 
but cou ldn ’t put my head on my chest because a riser 
seemed to be in the way, so I took a pretty rapid forward 
landing w ith a perfect ro ll but m onster head whip, 
sustaining a neck in ju ry  but no th ing else.

The lessons to  be learned are obvious:
1. I was com placent about m alfunctions;
2. I was not, as it turned out, com plete ly fam ilia r w ith

reserve deploym ent procedure;
3. I d idn ’t ask anyone to  refresh my memory.

I hope this experience can be o f some help to  a 
beginner who m ight find  themselves in a s im ilar 
position. My sincere thanks to Dave Parchment and 
John fo r the ir help, Paul and John N orris and fina lly  to 
Doug Peacock fo r his ca lm ing words and sound advice.

Blue skies 
.  BOO T G RINDALL

B.P.A. 18364
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