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BR ITISH  P AR ACH U TE A S S O C IA T IO N  LTD 
FU LL T IM E C LU BS

Scottish Parachute Club
Strathalan Castle, Auchterarder, 
. >.rthshire

Border Venture Parachute Club
Brunton, Nr. Alnwick, 
Northumberland

Peterborough Parachute Centre
Sibson Airfie ld, Peterborough

Eagle Sport Parachute Centre
Ashford A irport, Lympne, Kent 
(Hythe 60816)
The Sport Parachute Centre
Grindale Field, Brid lington, Yorkshire

R.S.A. Parachute Club
Thruxton Aerodrome, Andover, Hants. 
Tel: Weyhill 2124

Chief Instructor,
K. Noble,
1/2 Quayside, Blyth, 
Northum berland 
Tel: 06706.61225 
W. J. Meacock
(at club address), Sibson A irfie ld 
Tel: Elton 490
A. Black
(at club address)

R. O ’Brien 
(at club address)
Tel: 0262-77367 
R. A. Acraman 
(at club address)

W EEK-END CLUBS
Anglia Skydiving Club
Andrews Field, Great Sailing,
Nr. Braintree, Essex

British Parachute Club
Headcorn Airfie ld, Headcorn, Kent
Brunei University Skydiving Club
c/o  Students Union
Brunei University, Uxbridge, Middx.
(Brunei Students only)
Cheshire Parachute Club

Dunkeswell International Skydiving 
Centre

Dunkeswell A irfie ld, Nr. Honiton, 
Devon
(Tel: Luppitt 643)

Halfpenny Green Skydiving Club
Halfpenny Green Aerodrome, 
Bobbington, Worcs.

Hereford Parachute Club Ltd
Shobdon Aerodrome, Shobdon, 
Leominster, Hereford 
Tel: Kingsland 551
Black Knights Skydiving Centre
Weeton, Nr. Blackpool, Lancs.
Leeds/Bradford Free Fall Club
Leeds/Bradford Airport, Leeds, 
LS197TU
Leeds University Free Fall Club
(Leeds Students only)
Lincoln Pathfinders Free Fall Club

Manchester Free Fall Club
Tilstock D.Z., Twenlows Hall Farm, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire 
M anchester Parachute Club

Metropolitan Police Parachute Club
Headcorn Airfield, Headcorn, Kent

Midland Parachute Centre
The Airfie ld, Bickmarsh, Worcs.

North West Para Centre
Cark A irfie ld, Flookburgh,
Nr. Grange over Sands, Lancs.

Old Warden Flying and Parachute 
Group

Duck End Farm, Wilstead, Beds. 
Paraclan Parachute Club  
Charter Hall, Nr. Berwick 
Peak District Parachute Club
Ashbourne A irfie ld, Ashbourne, Derby

Mrs. L. Bennett
92b Bradford Street, Booking End, 
Braintree, Essex 
Tel: Braintree 26185 
The Secretary 
(at club address)
The Secretary 
(at club address)

R. W. Dyson
25 W oodbridge Road, Flixton, 
Manchester, M31 2RH 
Tel: 061-748-6716
I. Loutitt
(at club address)

M. Bolton
85 Old Park Road, Wordsley, Stourbridge, 
Worcs., E78 5SY 
Tel: Stourbridge 5758 
P. Holman
9 Blenheim Close, Tupsley,
Hereford HR1 2TY

R. Parry
13 Fern Hey, Thornton, Liverpool 23 
The Secretary 
(at club address)

The Secretary
c /o The University Union, Leeds
C. Binks
63 Weakland Close, Sheffield, S12 4PB 
Tel: Sheffield 390649 
J. Law
148 Heaton Moor Road, Heaton Moor, 
Stockport, Cheshire 
T. Bailey
157 Kenyon Lane, Moston, Manchester 10 
M. Bengali
175 Sunningvale Ave., Biggin Hill, Kent 
P. A. Howell
42 Henley Street, Alcester,
Warks., B49 5QY
J. D. Prince
21 The Coppice, Ingol, Preston, Lancs., 
PR2 30L
Tel: Preston 720848
D. I. Waugh
27 Dury Road, Barnet, Herts.

D. C. Payne
13 Boswell Drive, K inghorn, Fife 
D. Orton
'Notwen', Main Street, Newton Solney, 
Burton-on-Trent, DE15 0SJ

tish Sport Parachute Association

St a* prdshire Sport Skydivers
c/o^gtoke-on-Trent Youth and Adult 
Centre, Pump Street, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST4 1NQ
Halfpenny Green Skydiving Club
Halfpenny Green Aerodrome, 
Bobbington, Worcs.

Northum bria Parachute Club
Sunderland Airport, Washington Road, 
Sunderland, Co. Durham
Queen Mary College Skydiving Club

Vauxhall Skydiving Club
Halfpenny Green Aerodrome, 
Bobbington, Worcs.
(Vauxhall Motors only)
Wessex Parachute Club
Broadchalk, Nr. Fovant,
Dorset

Yorkshire F /F  Club

M. McPherson 
39 Blackford Road, Paisley 
Tel: 041 887 6532
D. C. Payne
13 Boswell Drive, K inghorn, Fife 
The Secretary 
(at club address)

M. Bolton
85 Old Park Road, Wordsley, 
Stourbridge, Worcs., EY8 5SY 
Tel: S tourbridge 5758 
Chief Instructor 
(at club address)
Tel: Boldon 7530
61 Wynndale Road, South W oodford, 
London, E.18 
R. Parry
7 Berrylands Road, Moreton, Wirral, 
Cheshire, L46 7TU

J. C. Donovan
The Castle, Donhead St. Andrew, 
Shaftesbury, Dorset 
Tel: Donhead 513
E. Vine
21 W ellington Road, B rid lington, 
Yorks.

SERVICE A S S O C IA T IO N , C LU B S  A N D  TEAM S
Army Parachute Association

Rhine Arm y Parachute Association  

R.A.F. Sport Parachute Association  

Parachute Regiment Free Fall Club

Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
Sport Parachute Association 

Cyprus Joint Service Adventurous  
Training Centre (C JS A TC )

Intelligence Corps Depot 
Sport Para Club

7 Parachute Regiment R.H.A.
(The Black Knights)

R.E.M .E. Free Fall Team

Royal Green Jackets Parachute C lub

22 Special Air Service Parachute Club  

Golden Lions Parachute Club

Royal Corps of Transport Parachute  
Club

29 Cdo Lt Regt RA
(The Buccaneers F/F Team)

Hong Kong Parachute Club

Chief Instructor
J.S.P.C., A irfie ld  Camp, Netheravon, 
W iltshire
Captain T. E. Oxley, R.E.M.E. 
R.A.P.A. Centre, S.T.C. Sennelager,
B.F.P.O. 16
Hon. Sec., R.A.F.S.P.A.,
R.A.F. Abingdon, Berks.
Tel: Ab ingdon 288 Ext 485 
M ajor B. S. Schofield 
Para Regt. Free Fall Team,
Browning Bks., Aldershot, Hants. 
Tel: A ldershot 24431 Ext 2446

The Secretary 
R.N.R.M.S.P.A.
Chief Instructor
CJSATC, Slim Barracks, BFPO 53
S. Sgt. R. G. W right, Int. Corps.,
The Intelligence Corps Depot, 
Templar Barracks, Ashford,
Kent, TN23 3HH
Tel: Ashford 25251, Ext. 320
Lt. D. R. A rthur 
7 Parachute Regiment R.H.A.,
Lille Bks., A ldershot, Hants.
Tel: Aldershot 24431, Ext. 3509 
Capt. A. C. Dixon 
7 M ount View, Church Lane W., 
Aldershot, Hants.
Sgt. R. D. M. Dowling
R.I.T. R.G. Jackets, Rifle Depot,
Winchester, Hants.

CpI. C. Cameron
Glencorse Barracks, M ilton Bridge, 
Penicuik, M idloth ian, Scotland 
Capt. O. Hall
Depot Regt. R.C.T., Buller Barracks, 
Aldershot, Hants.
Capt. N. Neame, RA
7 Cdo Lt BTY RA
c /o  45 Cdo, Condor, Arbroath,
Angus, Scotland
31 Squadron,
The Gurkha Transport Regt.,
Sek Kong South Camp, B.F.P.O. 1
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THE JOURNAL OF THE 
BRITISH PARACHUTE 
ASSOCIATION
(A com pany lim ited  by guarantee)

BRITISH PARACHUTE A SSO C IATIO N  LTD, 
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O ther M em bers:

M. J. O ’Brien 
J. P e therbridge 
G. B. Shone 
J. L. Thom as 
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D. Hogg
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C harles Shea-S im onds N ationa l C oach and Safety O ffice r 
Mrs. D oro thy  Paul Assistant S ecretary  
Helen Day and Susan Bates

Editor s Note
The v iew s of contributors  to  “ S port P arach u tist" are not necessarily those of the  
Editor, or o f the British Parachute Association, and no liability  is accepted for same

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

OGRAPHERS
C arl Boenish  
R ay C o ttin g h am  
A ndy Keech  
D ave  W a te rm a n

Vol. 12 No. 5
OCTOBER 1975

Editorial
The Safety and Training Committee is a sub
committee of our Council. Its function is to advise 
Council on all matters relating to safety within our 
sport, and to the training of student parachutists. It 
is made up of the Club Chief Instructor of every 
club and centre in the country; should he care to 
attend. It meets about ten times a year, and the work 
it does is directly proportional to the enthusiasm or 
otherwise of those who attend or don’t bother. To 
the uninformed outsider, the STC often appears as 
the faceless body who introduce unpopular and 
unreasonable regulations. Nothing could be further 
from the truth as anyone, who attends the meetings 
regularly, w ill tell you. Of course regulations 
occasionally need updating as our sport is still 
very young, but the answer to the problem is not to 
moan about it during bad weather spells on the 
DZ, or to go one’s own sweet way and bend the 
regulations as it suits. The answer is to present 
reasoned argument for change to the STC, either 
through your CCI or personally, and experienced 
discussion will democratically produce the right 
answer for all our benefit.

See you on the DZ, 
Blue Skies,

CHARLIE

1 U

Cover — Tony Dale records a 3-man over Western 
Australia.

P rin ted  by G H F isher & S ons (P rin te rs ) L td  P e te rb o rou gh . PE1 3AU
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AT THE DROP INN

Owen Quinn departs the 1300 ft roof of the World Trade 
Center, N.Y., on July 22, 1975.

p h o to — M ike Sergio  

a a a
Calendar of Events

10— 14 November 1975 BPA Instructors Course and
Exam ination at Shobdon (2/75).

10 January 1976 BPA A.G.M., Im perial Centre
Hotel, B irm ingham .

9— 13 February 1976 BPA Ins truc to r’s Course and
Exam ination (1/76).

12— 20 June 1976 BPA C lassic National
C ham pionships.

□  □  □

The BPA is o ffe ring  fo r sale its m obile  exh ib ition . C on
sisting o f ten panels (6 ft x 3 ft) and dep ic ting  ou r sport 
w ith dram atic photos; the exh ib ition  was sub ject to  s ligh t 
damage from  flood ing  in the basement where it had been 
stored. The exh ib ition  can be seen at the BPA O ffice, and 
sealed bids w ill be accepted by B ill Paul up to  30th Sheiia and Ned Luker having both been presented with 
November. their South African 1000 jump Gold Wings.

... LISTEN TD 3H3S!-IJSJ^A K E IM PO R TA N T -  WITHOUT THEM THERE WOUZZ? ££/?£> WINNERS 
..• IWOKDEJS. 'WHO SAIP THAT ? *

C ongratu la tions to Pete D ickerson w ho recently gained 
his SCR in an unusual way. Jum ping as a member o f a 
scratch team at the Roland Serois M em orial Scrambles 
Meet at Turner Falls, Massachusetts, Pete not on ly 
gained his SCR but his team won the Meet. C orrespondent 
Rick M urphy reports a Tw in O tter operation at Turner 
Falls, (13 miles W. of Orange), on alternate weekends w ith 
prices o f £3.75 fo r 15,000 feet!

□  □  □

Yorkshire parachutist m oaning after another bum spot: 
“ I’ve been in every b loody fie ld  round here. . . C hester
fie ld, W akefield, H uddersfie ld, S heffie ld . . . ! "

□ □ □



A W ARNING! ! !
Take care of what you say or do,
Or C ookey may take note of you. 
D on’t raise a brow or d rop  a h in t 
Or you r secrets may appear in print. 
He w ill describe what he has seen 
And send it to  the magazine.
He’ll tell them all and what is worse, 
He’ll p robably send you up, in verse.

□  □  □

We think this is a first in U K :— Congratulations to Wendy 
Lee and her son Simon, who parachuted together at 
Grindale on 25th August.

□ □ □
Did you hear the one about the Green Jackets d isplay 
recently? It was to be an evening d rop at a village fete. 
They flew  over the DZ a little  late, to  the surprise o f no 
target cross! “ Never m ind — w e’ll go ahead anyway." 
A fter a WDI run, and c lim b  to  a ltitude, ou r dauntless team 
leapt. Only one catch fo lks  — it ’s the w rong fete! Mean
while, about fou r m iles away at the righ t fete the crow d 
w aited. . . and w aited. . .

□ □ □

Andy Rackham, Air Traffic Controller at Leeds, makes 
his first free fall descent over Lands End, St. Just.

p h o to — Bob Ward

□ □  □

Nervous studen t to in s truc to r: “ I th ink  I’m go ing to hurt 
m yself on th is jum p .”

In s truc to r: “ Tha t’s not the attitude, lad; th ink  positive." 
Student: A lr igh t then — I’m positive I’m go ing to hurt 

m yself on th is ju m p !"

□  □  □

REVIEW
“ The A rt of Freefall Relative W ork” , as the title  suggests, is 
a book entire ly  devoted to RW, by the Editor of RW under
ground, Pat Works. Its paper back presentation of 150 
odd pages is well illustra ted w ith photographs and 
diagrams. This book must eventually become the Relative 
W orkers bible, fo r no m atter what your experience it has 
much to o ffe r from  early stages, theory o f human free 
fall fligh t, big stars, com petition  and form ation  RW. It is 
com plete ly up to date, and a lthough seem ingly on the 
expensive side at £5.90 (inc lud ing  postage and packing) it 
conta ins a wealth o f sound advice on all aspects of RW. It 
is available from  Spodem oor Aviation, 20 Chapel Street, 
Bradford, BD1 5DL. U n fortunate ly  there w ill be a s light 
delay as copies have yet to be im ported.

□  □  □

A  L O S E R  '•



CARK CAPERS BUZZ’S CANADIAN COLUMN
John D. Prince, uzz C.C.I.
Fearless master of the sky.
W ith much ado, on Sunday last 
W ould give his brand new ‘S tra t’ a blast.
W ould demonstrate. No m ore disputes,
The death knell o f round parachutes.
There was he at three plus grand 
W ith shiny c lover leaf in hand,
But though he strugg led , pulled and yelled 
The bridal cord was firm ly  held.
A pla intive cry was heard around,
‘The b loody th ing 's  not square, it ’s round .’
His handle ’s gone, it ’s not his day,
To hang about o r cu t away?.
Uzz p ilo t Ben on pass qu ite  low 
W ith a ho llow  laugh and a Ho Ho Ho.
Reserve descent to  C ookey ’s fie ld 
And later, secret though ts  revealed 
In C ookey’s bar, the ta lk ’s profound,
PARACHUTES AREN’T SQUARE, THEY’RE R O U N D !!!

COOKIE

□  □  □

The Canadian National C ham pionships were held at 
A bbotsfo rd  Sport Parachute Centre from  Ju ly  26 — 
August 1 1975. Being a relative w ork year, from  the stand
po in t o f a W orld C ham pionship , entries in the style and 
accuracy events were much less than norm al, being 23 
and 51 respectively. There were however e igh t ten-m an 
teams, and th irteen four-m an teams entered fo r the 
relative w ork events.

It is in teresting to note that R am -A ir canopies (S tra to- 
Star, C louds and Parafoil) took places one th ru ’ fourteen 
in the accuracy event. The w inn ing  tota l, over ten jum ps, 
was seven centim etres (7 discs, 1 cm, 1 cm, 5 cm ), and 
second place was th ird  nine centim etres (9 discs). Such 
results w ould seem to ind ica te  tha t round canopies are 
not on ly  dead, but well buried.

A Twin O tter was used fo r the ten-m an event, and th is 
allowed quick exits, and a sho rt tu rn  around tim e. The 
event prom ised to be a con fron ta tion  between the St. 
A rdre Ten-Pins, who won the event in 1974, and Skydive, 
a team from  Abbotsfo rd . The con fron ta tion  ended in the 
second round when the  Ten-P ins blew the ir “ c o o l” , and 
ended up w ith a 38 second ten-m an. Skydive were never 
pushed, and averaged on ly  21+ seconds. The Ten-P ins 
averaged approxim ate ly  25 seconds, w ith  Maple Leaf Jam 
from  Simcoe, O ntario  in th ird  place w ith  a 28+ second 
average. Jerry Bird, fresh from  the U.S. Nationals, b rough t 
his team, and w hile  not e lig ib le  fo r m edals o r a p lacing, 
showed everyone the way hom e w ith  a 14.9 second 
average. These were the on ly  teams to make ten mans 
in each round.

Weather problem s curta iled  the s ix th  and last round. 
Fortunate ly “ Skyd ive” made the ir jum p, a lbe it from  
9000 ft. (the stipu la ted a ltitude  being 10,500 ft.) before 
the ce iling came dow n; equa lly  fo rtuna te  they bu ilt 
another fast ten-m an thereby p rec lud ing  the poss ib ility  
o f any o ther team taking firs t place.

First and second places in the four-m an event were 
taken by Jo in t Venture Inc., and Skydive all o f whom 
were members of the Skydive ten-m an team, thereby g iv 
ing Abbotsford jum pers a clean sweep in relative work. 
JVI, averaged 5.9 seconds fo r the six rounds (som ewhat 
faste rthan  the U.S. National C ham pions), w h ich  reflected 
the am ount of tra in ing  they had done before the meet. 
The Canadian Parachute Team fo r 1975 com prises the 
w inn ing  teams in the ten-m an and four-m an events at the 
Nationals. Hence we had a s itua tion  w here the four-m an 
team was part o f the ten-m an team. Th is w ould  cause 
problem s in tra in ing  cam p and at the W orld C ham pion
ships in terms of concen tra tion  o f e ffort.

The tra in ing camp was centred at A bbotsford, home 
drop zone of the team. N orm a lly  A ugust w eather is 
beautifu l, but th is year it tu rned out to  be the w ettest in 
tw enty-five years. This meant tha t the ten-m an team 
made less than half the num ber of jum ps they wanted, 
and the four-m an team made v irtua lly  no practice  jum ps, 
as the ce iling was usually below  7000 ft. A ll th is  had its 
e ffect in the eventual results of the W orld C ham pionships. 
More about that next issue. BUZZ

HAVE YOU GO T YOUR COPY OF THE
2nd EDITION OF “SPORT PAR ACHUTING ” YET?

(The on ly British Text Book on the Sport)
"I h igh ly  recom m end it  as good  fo r a ll ca tegories o f
p a rachu tis t"  — John M eacock
Orders to the BPA Office or
Spodemoor Aviation, 20 Chapel Street £3.75
Bradford, BD1 5DL incl p. & p.

After a recent demo at Upminster, Dave Stenning, Alan 
Riddick and Mitch Cox were presented with ‘yer achool FA 
Cup’ by West Ham long enough to pose for this photo 
byC. Jelliffe.
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SCOTTISH SPORT PARACHUTING 
ASSOCIATION CHAMPIONSHIPS

The SSPA C ham pionships were held at S trathallan A ir
field, Auchterarder on the 5th and 6th July, 1975.

The com petition  was held up fo r three hours at the 
start aw aiting the arrival of partic ipants from  the North 
and East who were expected to  arrive late due to  w ork 
com m itm ents.

When the decis ion to start was taken th ings were 
qu ick ly  organised and we went s tra igh t in to  the Style 
Rounds. As there were only three lifts  of style the jum pers 
had some fu rious packing to do and the event soon came 
to a close w ith  Scotty M ilne leading, Ken M applebeck 
second and a new lad to style, C lark Lerch, th ird.

Team accuracy was the next p rio rity  and as thew ea the r 
was still ho ld ing a round was com pleted w ith  the RAFSPA 
in the lead.

On the Sunday, blessed w ith  good weather we com 
pleted the fou r rounds o f ind iv idua l accuracy and two 
more of the team event.

It was decided that as there was on ly one round of 
individual and one round o f sty le s till to  do that we should 
call the results so fa r as a meet.

W ith a few keen helpers whose e ffo rts  were trem endous 
we managed to get the scores sorted out in record time.

The conclus ion from  the scores were as fo llow s: 
Individual Overall C om petito r: Ken M applebeck (The

Roberts T rophy) 
Runner Up: Peter Sm out
Individual Style: Scotty  M ilne
Individual Accuracy: Peter Sm out
Individual Overall SSPA: C lark Lerch USA (The

C handy Trophy) 
Individual Lady: Mary Keith
Individual Novice: A rch ie  M cD iarm id
Overall Team: RAFSPA
Runners Up: G olden Lions

Team Accuracy: RAFSPA
Team A ccuracy SSPA: G olden L ions (The

C handy Bowl).
O ur special thanks go to Charles Shea-Sim onds for 

donating his book “ Sport P arachuting” w hich was won 
by Ken Mapplebeck, John P arting ton-Sm ith  who gave 
a donation of his book “ Skies C a ll” th is was awarded to 
C lark Lerch the SSPA overall ind iv idua l and thanks also to 
Lofty Thom as who donated a pair o f para boots which 
went to  the runner up of the SSPA, Dan M cK innon.

I w ould like to thank everyone who made the com peti
tion  such a success.

F irstly Lady Roberts fo r the donation  of the Roberts 
T rophy and a llow ing us to use the a irfie ld , also fo r being 
so kind as to  present the prizes-.

The judges, Doug Peacock, Bob Thom pson and B iff 
Burn fo r the ir patience and splendid e fforts, Sandy fo r 
being so helpfu l w ith the m anifesting, w ithou t whose 
e ffo rts  the com petition  w ould not have got o ff the ground. 
A lso the p ilo ts who did such a m arvellous job  of catering 
to the com petito rs  every w him , the a irfie ld  manager and 
his good lady, the g irls  who assisted in the Stats Centre 
and w ith the score sheets and last but not least the 
com petito rs  w ho made the w hole  meet possible.

U nfortunate ly  due to the late hou r that everyth ing was 
fina lised we were unable to have a fling  and many people 
had a long way to travel.

It was a great pleasure to see Ken M applebeck, Scotty 
M ilne and the o ther jum pers from  down south put on such 
a d isp lay of accuracy during  the practice jum ps. For 
those who hadn’t seen such a high standard before they 
were spellbound and th is  was also true of the style jumps. 
It was great having them all.

W ith thanks to all,
J.K.

THE BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION LIMITED 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

N otice is hereby given that the N inth Annual General Meeting o f the Association w ill be held at:
IMPERIAL CENTRE HOTEL, TEMPLE STREET, BIRMINGHAM

on 
SATURDAY, 10th JANUARY, 1976 at 16.00 hours

A G E N D A
1. To consider, and adopt if approved, the Report of the C ouncil.
2. To consider, and adopt if approved, the Accounts and Balance Sheet fo r the Year Ending 31st March, 1975.
3. To fix  subscrip tions payable by members fo r the ensuing year.
4. To appo in t auditors fo r the ensuing year and fix  the ir rem uneration.
5. To d iscuss any Special Business.
6 . To Elect the C ouncil.

W. PAUL,
O ctober, 1975 Secretary-G eneral

NOTE: Members are rem inded that under A rtic le  30 of the A rtic les of Association on ly such business as is 
notified to the Secretary-G eneral in w riting  at least 30 days p rio r to the date of the Meeting can be included 
under Item 5 — ‘Special Business’.
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1st WORLD 
RELATIVE WORK 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

The progress o f the B ritish Relative W ork Delegation up 
to  the 1st W orld Relative W ork C ham pionships fa lls into 
three d is tinc t phases; the tra in ing  in U.K., the tra in ing  in 
France and the W orld Meet itself. The fo u r man team 
remained exactly as it had appeared at the Nationals w ith 
Ray W illis, Bob Souter, Joe France, Ty Barraclough and 
Henry M cDonald as reserve. Dave Waterman, however, 
recruited new blood onto  his Nationals w inn ing  “ W l” 
Team, w ith Tim  M organ, Brian Morgan and Tony U ragallo 
jo in ing  Dave, Johnny Pullan, Jim  Crocker, Mike 
Chapman, Nevile Hounsom e, Mark M iller, G eoff Lan
caster, Lenny M elville, JPS and Robin M ills. The la tter 
started the ir U.K. tra in ing  at S ibson during  weekends in 
Ju ly  and August using John M eacock’s 180 and 185 fly ing  
in fo rm a tion  — w ith a m axim um  of n ine on each load — not 
the m ost desirable s itua tion . In itia lly  tim e was spent in 
sorting ou t equipm ent and jum p  suits so tha t the team 
were com patib le  in the air, and the team were encouraged 
to go fo r speed from  the start using three floaters. A fter 
some 40 nine-m an jum ps at Sibson the team were 
w ork ing  well together, and the fastest n ine-m an tim e of 
17 secs was indicative of the ir potentia l. The fo u r man 
team concentrated the ir U.K. tra in ing  in to  the firs t two 
weeks in August, also at S ibson; and in 46 jum ps lowered 
the ir average tim e from  13.00 seconds to 9.82 seconds 
fo r the ir slowest manoeuvre (the ‘ca te rp illa r’), and from  
7.63 seconds to 6.13 seconds fo r the ir fastest manoeuvre 
(the ‘snow flake ’). D uring the U.K. tra in ing  period John 
Meacock, and his s ta ff at S ibson, w ent ou t o f the ir way 
to give all possible assistance to  both teams, and we are 
very grateful.

The Four-Man Team at Bergerac plus reserve Henry 
McDonald.

th is he gave both team s valuable support thereafter. The 
fo u r man team made 43 jum ps at Bergerac speeding up 
the ‘ca te rp illa r’ to  9.58 seconds, and the ‘m urphy s ta r’ 
(which was now the fastest manoeuvre) to 6.95 secs. The 
Ten Man Team, using three floaters hanging p recariously  
to the outside of the Antonov, started the Bergerac session 
w ith a 26 second Ten Man. The average tim e fo r the firs t 
dozen or so jum ps was about 20 seconds, bu t the team 
really began to show the ir po tentia l at the 30 jum p  mark 
w ith three stars around the 13 seconds. (The fastest being 
tim ed by the French judges at 12.6 seconds).

The British Delegation at Bergerac with M. Prik.
On 22nd August the B ritish  Delegation, (less Head of 

Delegation C harlie and Judge Thom m o), le ft by road fo r 
Bergerac, a fu ll tim e centre in the D ordoyne area of 
France east o f Bordeaux. The C hief Ins tructo r here,
M. Prik, is one of the characters of French parachuting, 
and both he and his staff co u ld n ’t have been more helpful.
Both the Antonov AN-2 and the Broussard were used, 
though it took some tim e fo r the teams to trust the 
French p ilo ts do ing the spotting . W hich, in fact, was 
rem arkably accurate. Tragedy of the Bergerac tra in ing 
camp was Jim  C rocker breaking his arm, w hich precluded
any chances o f his jum p ing  at W arendorf; but in spite of The Ten-Man Team at Warendorf.
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Charlie records the 10-Man Team (plus reserves) above, and the 4-Man Team (in a diamond ) below.
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C harlie and Thom m o, w ho had been w ith  the team fo r 
the ir last fou r days at Bergerac, set o ff as advance party 
fo r W arendorf on 1st September. On arrival next m orning 
they found a very un tidy  adm in istra tive organ isa tion  w ith 
the m ajor problem  of the British Delegation being 
accom m odated some 17 miles out o f tow n! It was also 
learned at th is stage that on ly the bare m in im um  of S tra in 
ing jum ps per team per event w ould  be given, in spite of 
the previously unpublished righ t hand exit from  the Bell 
HU 1D, the he licop te r to  be used fo r the meet. The 
rem ainder of the B ritish  Delegation arrived at W arendorf 
on the 3rd, and the pre-m eet nausea of reg istra tion and 
innum berable brie fings got underw ay. C hief Judge, Franz 
Lorber, was given a pa rticu la rly  hard tim e during  his 
briefing by the Austra lians on the hassle over the use of 
the righ t hand door. Having expla ined that it was out o f his 
contro l and that the p ilo ts w ould  not reverse the ir 
decision, he fina lly  made the fo llow ing  announcem ent: 
“ All teams w ill use the righ t hand door, except the 
Australians who may use the le ft hand d o o r— but it w ill be 
c losed !”

The practise jum p ing  started on the Thursday and there 
were a num ber o f small prob lem s because of the p ilo ts 
never having flow n fo r parachuting. It was during  th is 
indoctrina tion  period that, on being opened, the doo r of 
one of the Hueys disappeared into the s lip-stream , 
dam aging the stab ilizer on its rearward jou rney — if it had 
been the left hand door it m igh t have removed the tail 
ro to r!

The judges in action.

Saturday was the day of the o ffic ia l opening, and firs t 
item on the agenda was a d isp lay in to  dow n-tow n W aren
do rf by an International Team. C harlie  represented GB 
and, in com pany w ith  nine o thers gu llib le  ambassadors, 
on the pilots com m and “exit, exit, e x it!”  d id ju s t tha t from  
10,000 feet, having not been a llow ed the benefit o f a W D I! 
The Huey, in fairness, did fly  round afterw ards and p ick 
everyone up from  all the back gardens, a llo tm ents and 
the like into w hich they had descended, but none of the 
W arendorfians on the d isp lay DZ saw anyth ing ! The 
offic ia l opening saw the firs t o f many ‘oom -pah-pah ’ 
bands tha t accom panied various func tions  th roughou t 
the week, and they provided doub tfu l m usical support 
fo r the march past and d row n ing  o f the usual speeches. 
Three Hueys then flew  over and a representative from  
each nation stepped out tra iling  his national flag. Tom m o 
escorted the Union Jack. The US Free Fall E xh ib ition  
Team then put together a 16-man D iam ond fo rm ation  
w hich broke at 4,000 as fou r 4-man d iam onds and tracked 
away to the cardinal po in ts of the com pass — very 
impressive.

Airborne in the HUI-D.

Brit. Spectators of the Great Frisbe Tournament! Robin Mills got to jumping P.I.’s Hornet.
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French Head of Delegation, Jacques Rode, congratulates 
Captain Hook.

The practica l runn ing of the com petition  ended as a 
personal trium ph fo r H erbert Dressier who, as Meet 
D irector, used every available spell of jum pable  weather 
and fin ished the scheduled 10 rounds of both events w ith 
lite ra lly  m inutes to spare. It was a shame that the adm in
istrative organisation doesn’t w arrant the same praise — 
the ir e fforts were summed up beautifu lly  in the 
organisation o f the final banquet w hich was the biggest 
fiasco since the “ G unpow der P lo t” — the w inn ing  US 
Delegation d id n ’t get a th ing  to eat!

Apart from  all th is there was a host of m em ories: the 
incred ib le  d isplays o f the US Free Fall Exh ib ition  Team, 
the ir film s, which were shown on a num ber of occasions, 
the Tee Shirt Craze, (as Ted S trong was heard to say “ This 
Tee Shirt th ing 's  gone bananas!” ), the m agnificent 
support given by many BPA members w ho travelled great 
distances and, last but not least, the com radeship of RW, 
the old faces you haven't seen since the last time, all the 
new faces and looking forw ard to seeing everyone again 
the next tim e — fina lly  a heartfe lt “ thank you ” to all BPA 
members who made it all possible.

G. C. P. S-S.

Andy Keech was there — collecting material for a follow- 
up to “Skies Call”?

The com petition  was now o ffic ia lly  under way w ith 
favourites being the French and USA in the 10-Man and 
4-Man Events respectively. As usual the score sheets do 
not record all the dramas, but fo r GB the second round 
fo r both events proved to  be the disasters. In the 10-Man 
event one of the less experienced members of the team 
went below, and com m itted  the card inal sin of com ing up 
from  underneath and in to  the star thus destroy ing  it. So 
after some prom ising tim es in tra in ing  the 10-Man Team 
hopes were destroyed on one jum p. The 4-Man team's 
second com petition  jum p  was a ‘Canadian Tee’ which, 
a lthough successfu lly pu t together, was on ly  held fo r 2.7 
seconds instead of 3. The resu ltant 3-Man caused b itter 
d isappointm ent for, irrespective of time, had it been held 
fo r 3 seconds the 4-Man Team w ould have fin ished in 
fourth position. Both team s had to endure a fu rthe r e ight 
rounds know ing that they had no chance of achieving a 
respectable placing.

Rudiger Wenzel records the winning “Rainbow Flyers” 
right over the Warendorf DZ.

The Four Man Event ran true to expected form  w ith 
South A frican W orld Cup w inners “ The Rainbow Flyers” 
consolidating the ir firs t position  round by round to fin ish 
nearly seven seconds ahead of the French. The Ten Man 
Event w ill probably never be bettered fo r excitem ent 
again. At the end of the th ird  round the French had a 2 
second lead over the Austra lians w h ils t Captain H ook’s 
Team tra iled in 5th position  e ight seconds behind the 
leaders. The French held th is lead until the 9th round when 
the dogged and sp irited de term ination  of the US 10-Man 
Team pulled them into firs t place after a sizzling W orld 
Record tim e of 12.13 seconds. The A ustra lians showed a 
consistency never before associated w ith the ir National 
10-Man Teams, and did very well to  come second. The 
Jerry Bird coached Canadian Team were un lucky to lose 
4th place to ‘W alters Vogel” by one hundredth o f a second 
over 10 jum ps!
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FIRST WORLD RW CHAMPIONSHIPS -  RESULTS
10 MAN RESULTS

1 .
2 .
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8 . 
9.

10.
11 .
12.
13.
14.
15.

USA
AUS
FRA
GER
CAN
ZAF
SWE
SUI
HOL
NOR
ITA
FIN
A U T
GBR
ISR

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6 7. 8. 9. 10. Total
10/20.04 10/16.34 10/21.67 10/16.98 10/18.24 10/14.05 10/15.64 10/14.05 10/12.13 10/14.71 100/163.85
10/16.99 10/17.91 10/16.33 10/16.31 10/16-78 10/21.91 10/17.86 10/18.96 10/16.13 10/15.97 100/175.15
10/16.70 10/15.46 10/17.80 10/16.61 10/16.93 10/15.22 10/18.27 10/17.51 10/17.06 10/26.19 100/177.75
10/16.34 10/19.45 10/18.00 10/22.82 10/16.54 10/16.49 10/18.69 10/15.46 10/19.53 10/16.69 100/180.03
10/20.66 10/16.14 10/16.99 10/23.82 10/14.82 10/17.67 10/15.71 10/20.44 10/14.15 10/19.64 100/180.04
10/22.86 10/24.01 10/24.27 10/21.61 10/26.17 10/23.73 10/20.37 10/19.03 10/23.65 10/21.59 100/227.29
10/22.77 10/25.66 10/21.92 10/23.38 10/19.22 10/27.65 10/30.80 10/23.89 10/21.12 10/24.61 100/241.02
10/25.58 10/23.40 10/24.72 10/30.43 10/27.35 10/31.85 10/21.90 10/22.59 10/20.99 10/23.48 100/252.29
10/25.37 10/29.00 10/25.08 10/24.04 10/24.08 10/26.67 10/24.28 10/23.53 10/27.01 10/23.74 100/252.80

/  — 10/33.42 8 / — 10/32.75 10/33.17 10/32.00 10/32.45 10/31.73 10/35.11 10/24.68 97/255.31
10/32.02 10/26.89 10/34.08 9 / 10/26.59 10/27.63 6 / — 10/30.16 10/31.93 8 / — 93/209.30
10/29.50 8 / - 10/31.89 9 _ 9 / - 7 / - 10/31.88 10/30.27 10/33.54 10/32.05 93/189.13

5 / — 7 / 9 / 9 / — 10/27.01 9 / — 10/25.40 10/25.96 10/25.13 10/26.21 89/129.71
10/26.22 4 — 9 — 10/28.21 10/21.69 10/27.12 10/23.20 5 / — 10/26.46 10/25.66 88/178.56

6 / — 5 / — 6 / 6 / - 6 / 4 / 2 / — 4 / — 3 / - 5 / - 4 7 / —

4 MAN RESULTS

1 .
2 .
3.
4.
5.
6 .
7.
8 . 
9.

10 .
11 .
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20 .

USA
FRA
GER
ITA
HOL
AU T
SWE
POL
GBR
ZAF
NZL
AUS
SUI
CAN
DEN
BEL
NOR
VEN
ESP
IRL

1. 2. 3 4. 5 6. 7. 8 9. 10. Total
4 / 5.09 4 / 4.27 4 / 4.86 4 / 4.94 4 / 5.47 4 / 4.62 4 / 5.04 4 / 5,15 4 / 6.26 4 / 4.22 4 0 / 49.92
4 / 7.56 4 / 5.01 4 / 6.32 4 / 4.91 4 / 6.01 4 / 6.18 4 / 4.27 4 / 5.55 4 / 6.21 4 / 4.67 40/ 56.69
4 / 4.84 4 / 6.73 4 / 8.45 4/20.56 4 / 5.90 4 / 5.07 4 / 5.49 4 / 4.39 4 / 5.98 4 / 5.42 40/ 72.83
4 / 9.08 4 / 8.15 4/15.30 4 / 9.69 4 / 8.81 4/10.66 4 / 8.57 4 / 8.57 4/11.08 4 / 8.46 40/ 98.37
4 / 8.75 4/14.58 4/10.73 4 / 9.20 4/12.81 4/10.03 4/12.08 4/12.20 4/15.33 4/11.53 40/117.24
4/13.54 4/13.42 4/11.98 4/10.56 4/14.41 4/16.19 4/12.06 4/11.28 4/21.30 4/13.63 40/138.37
4 / 5.59 4 / 5.36 4 / 6.08 4 / 7.23 4 / 8.58 4 / 5.71 4 / 7.73 3 / — 4 / 7.80 4 / 5.54 39 / 59.62
4 / 8.12 4/10.32 4 / 4.64 4 / 8.04 4 / 8.84 4 / 7.04 4 / 6.81 4/10.79 3 / - 4 / 5.88 39 / 70.48
4 / 5.75 3 / — 4 / 7.22 4/10.10 4/11.53 4 / 5.56 4 / 5.10 4 / 8.64 4 / 9.71 4 / 7.36 3 9 / 70.97
4 / 5.53 4 / 7.40 4 / 7.13 4 / 7.62 3 / — 4 / 7.29 4/13.78 4 / 6.15 4/10.57 4/11.14 39 / 76.61
4 / 7.16 3 / — 4 / 6.54 4 / 8.48 4/11.04 4 / 7.43 4 / 8.18 4 / 9.99 4/12.18 4 / 7.46 3 9 / 78.46
4 / 9.25 4 / 8.23 4/11.56 4/11.34 4 / 9.50 3 / — 4 / 7.57 4 / 8.29 3 / - 4 / 6.61 38 / 72.35
3 / — 4/11.12 4 / 8.83 4/11.13 3 / 4/10.13 4/10.30 4 / 9.60 4/17.44 4/10.62 38 / 88.57
4 / 9.32 4 / 5.81 4 / 5.07 3 / — 4 5.49 4 / 5.60 4 / 5.25 4 / 5.44 3 / — 3 / - 37 / 41.98
4/12.70 3 / - 4/13.19 4/10.87 3 / - 4/12.40 4/11.13 3 / — 4/12.10 4/12.47 37 / 84.86
2 / — 4 / 8.96 3 / — 4/13.30 4/16.82 4/12.55 4/15.04 4 / 7.95 3 / — 4/12.22 36/ 86 84
3 / — 4 / 9.48 4/18.16 4/12.40 3 / — 4/10.32 4/12.83 3 / — 3 / — 4/14.17 3 6 / 77.36
4/13.41 0 / - 3 / 3 / .— 0 / — 0 / — 3 / — 4/15.32 0 / — 0 / — 19/ 28.73
0 / - 2 / - 0 — 2 / — 0 / — 0 / — 2 / — 2/ — 0 / — 3 / - 11/ —
0 / — 0 / 0 / — 0 / 0 / — 0 / 0/ 0 / — 0 / — 0 / — 0 / -

OVERALL RESULTS 

Combined
Position 4 Man 10 Man

1. USA 0 40 100
2. FRA 3 40 100
3. GER 5 40 100
4. HOL 12 40 100
5. SWE 12 39 100
6. AUS 12 38 100
7. ITA 13 40 93
8. ZAF 14 39 100
9. CAN 17 37 100

10. AU T 17 40 89
11. SUI 19 38 100
12. GBR 21 39 88
13. NOR 25 36 97

About £4,000 worth of helmet mounted cameras, before 
the proposed 10-Man Cameraman Star at Warendorf, 
which didn’t actually happen because of bad weather!

WEST MERCIA INSURANCE BROKERS
HIGH STREET, W OM BOURNE, Nr. W OLVERHAMPTON, WV5 9DN  
Tel: Wombourne 2661/4705
EQ UIPM ENT
Insurance for 
equipment only f  1 per 
annum  per £100  w orth. 
Accidenta l damage 
w hen in use included.

PERSONAL A C C ID E N T
Expensive, but 
comprehensive. A  must 
if you need weekly 
income

LIFE IN S U R A N C E
Usually at standard 
rates for parachuting — 
w hy pay extra?

HO LIDAY
Parachuting on the 
continent?  W e can 
o ffe r holiday insurance.

IN S U R A N C E  B R O K E R S  FO R  A LL T Y P E S  O F IN S U R A N C E

u i
W E S T MERCIA 

INSURANCE 
BROKERS
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THE CAPTAIN HOOK INTERVIEW
Captain Hook and the Sky Pirates go t together as a 
10-Man Team in 1972 in C aliforn ia. They average about 
1200 jum ps a man, 400 of w h ich  have been team jum ps 
together. The ir average age is 26. T he ir leader is Al 
Krueger, who lost his left arm in Vietnam and subse
quently started sport parachuting in 1968. I interviewed 
him at W arendorf jus t after the conclus ion  o f the 10-Man 
Event. He is a de ligh tfu l personality, com ple te ly  hum ble 
and to ta lly  dedicated to his team. The interview  proved to 
be a remarkable ins igh t in to  the w ork ings o f Captain Hook 
and Sky Pirates.

G. C. P. S-S.

S port Parachutist: First, Captain Hook, very many con
gratu lations on becom ing W orld 10-Man Star Cham pions. 
When you firs t form ed the team 3'A years ago, was the 
W orld Meet you r u ltim ate  ob jective?
Al Krueger (Captain H ook): No, fa r from  it. We were a team 
tha t jum ped together as a fun th ing ; and we entered 
com petitions more fo r the party afterwards, and not w ith 
the idea o f co llec ting  any gold.

S.P.: At that stage then you hadn ’t even considered the 
U.S. Nationals?

A.K.: No we hadn ’t — we were a th ird  or fou rth  rate 
team. We had a lo t of people tha t were much better, and a 
lot more experienced than us, and we knew it w ould be a 
long time before any of them  asked any of us ind iv idua lly  
onto  the good hot teams. So we decided to form  our own 
or not go at a ll!

S.P.: When, therefore, was itth a t you entered a com peti
tion  and realised tha t it was go ing  together fo r you?

A.K.: We got a th ird  place in a meet in early '73 and we 
though t you know it w o u ld n ’t take a w hole lo t o f practice. 
This was because the big team s d idn ’t practice like they 
do now — it was the idea then tha t the best relative workers 
chose up sides and entered a meet, maybe w ith a little  
practice the weekend before. We though t we had a better 
idea; start practis ing in February fo r a meet in June, w hich 
was unheard of in '73! we became qu ite  com petitive  when 
we entered the N ationals in ’73, but our second round 
9-Man put us ou t o f the com petition  and we fin ished in 
tenth place.

S.P.: So the firs t tim e it really looked internationa l fo r 
you was p rio r to  the W orld Cup in South A frica  in 1974?

A.K.: Tha t’s co rrect and not before!
S.P.: Now to discuss th is  com petition  — after fou r 

rounds you were some 81/2 seconds behind the French, 
and at the sixth round stage there was little  change. When 
did you th ink  you had a chance o f pu lling  it o ff?

A.K.: O.K. — we recognised the potentia l was always 
there but the problem  was, w ith  ou r lim ited practise in 
righ t door, big door, low  airspeed a ircra ft, w hether o r not 
we could be com petitive  p rio r to the end o f the com peti
tion  as we were learning each round. A fte r the 3rd, 4th, 
5th and 6th rounds it looked very bad but each tim e we 
came down and discussed it. For exam ple after the 8.62 
second d ifference at the end o f the sixth round, we figured 
our average and the French average, and we recognised 
the fact that, should the French keep up the ir present 
average, we w ould have to bu ild  a 14.3 second star fo r the 
next fo u r rounds. All o f us recognised it as being well 
w ith in  our potentia l based on our Twin Beech perform 
ance. Th ings seemed to  be ready to  go ou t of the 
helicopter, bu t it was little  m inor th ings that were causing 
the tim e problem s. So we realised our potentia l but the

question was w hether o r not we could  reach it before the 
end o f the meet.

S.P.: This leads me onto  my next question. There has 
been critic ism  levelled at you r team, in that they ’re Twin 
Beech specialists. Do you th ink  th is  fa ir com m ent and, if 
so, how  much did it a ffect you in early stages of the 
com petition?

A.K.: O.K. — it has to  be fa ir because it ’s true! My 
answer to it that we are a p roduct o f ou r environm ent. To 
w in the U.S. Nationals, that is go ing to  be held ou t o f Twin 
Beech A ircra ft, is such a m ountain. It is a long hard clim b. 
You must know a Twin engined Beechcraft like the 
back of you r hand. You must know  the size o f the door, 
the d im ension o f you r team mates, how they ’re going 
th rough the doo r — in fact everyth ing! It’s go t to be a 
tota l 100% personality com m itm ent. Som ething short 
of that and you w on ’t have a chance to operate ou t o f a 
big door in an in ternationa l com petition . That was our 
N ationals and we had no choice. We w ent fo r 2 years out of 
Tw in Beeches. I venture to  say tha t we have around 360 
jum ps out o f Tw in Beeches jus t runn ing fu ll bore, just 
as hard as we can, know ing that at the Nationals we’re 
going to come up against the best there is. And the best 
there is in the United States is Jerry Bird and his team, 
the “W ings of O range” . So fa ir com m ent tha t w e’re tw in 
engined Beech freaks has to be correct, but, what we 
did was read the rules, and move accord ing ly. That’s 
what it took to  w in!

Captain Hook at the moment of victory.

S.P.: When you started jum p ing  from  the Huey, and you 
had the big door fo r the firs t time, was there a tem ptation 
to crush everybody up w ith that big door; o r did you try  to  
make the exit as near s ingle file  as possible, so as to be 
s im ila r to  that you had been using from  the Twin Beech?

A.K.: O .K .— there was an incentive to make use o f that 
'huge door, and we did what we laughing ly  called the 
"C lum p Exit", where people jus t p ile  out! Yes, you ’re very
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close and so the re ’s no d istance to be covered, w hich 
w a s a lw a y s a fa c to r in o u r tim e s o u to f Beechcraft. But half 
the team are not facing the co rrect d irec tion  and, of 
course, fo r 10-Man speed stars, the five man, when all the 
slots are open fo r the back five, is a very im portan t time. 
Therefore that five man, when you have three of them on 
the ir backs, or two o f them on top of each o ther fa lling  out 
of the sky, makes fo r a d isastrous ten man tim e; the slots 
have to be open.

S.P.: So during practise you fell in to  that tem ptation?

A.K.: Yes, we did. A c tua lly  we were fo rtuna te  enough to 
be able to steal 13 Huey jum ps from  our Government. 
I don ’t know w ho ’s go ing to pay the dues when we get back 
as o ffic ia lly  they said we cou ld  not jum p out o f m ilita ry 
a ircra ft! but we did get 13 jum ps, all left door, and after the 
eleventh jum p it was obvious tha t we were com ing down 
in som ething that was com ple te ly  fo re ign  to us— we d id n ’t 
know the whys and whereas’s of what was go ing on. 
It was an uncontro lled  s ituation, it seemed to be a d iffe ren t 
person, o r d iffe ren t tw o people, each time. It was noth ing 
that we could actua lly determ ine, d iscuss or find  out 
about. So after the eleventh jum p, know ing that we on ly 
had three or fou r more practice jum ps before the meet, 
we made a m ajor cha n g e — unheard of fo r th is  team! We 
don ’t make changes w ith in  a m onth of a meet ever. We 
agreed that there was no way tha t we cou ld  im prove on 
th is 'c lum p' exit so we decided then to go fo r a s ingle file  
exit. We did that on the 12th and 13th jum p by lin ing  4 in 
the door but those fou r people had the ir hands behind the 
man to the ir right, ensuring that the man to the ir righ t was 
in fron t of them and had a ir on exit. They then made the 
turn  fo r the ir air, so each o f the fron t fo u r in the he li
copter had air, and there was a s ingle file  ex it from  there. 
It wasn't really w ork ing , but the one th ing  we could  do 
when we came down was recognise the problem , make a 
small change to com pensate fo r that problem , then go up 
and do it again. The problem  was tha t we on ly had the 12th 
and 13th jum p in the USA, (not really com petitive  times), 
and we came to W arendorf to  the surprise — righ t hand 
door! So we snivelled as m ost relative w orkers do about 
any change like that and made our firs t practise jum p 
from  righ t hand door shortly  after arrival. It was a disaster
— 20.2 second star. We then d id our alternate form ation, 
w hich was the enjoyable part of the jum p, and came down 
really recognis ing the problem . We were to ld  we on ly 
received tw o more practise jum ps and then we entered 
com petition. So we discussed th is  con tro lled  situation, 
we still had som ething to discuss and we recognised some 
of the problems, and moved accord ing ly . One was tha t it 
was like a m irro r from  le fts ide  to righ t side, we were on the 
opposite side of the person we were fo llow ing . One th ing 
we decided not to do was to change our entrance order 
to the star because we have so many jum ps together, and 
we know each o ther so well i t ’s ju s t like brothers on each 
side of you in tha t star. This meant that we had to make 
this cross over manoeuvre in the air, and we decided on 
this to save the in tegrity  o f ou r o rig ina l bu ild ing  sequence. 
The next jum p was not seen from  the ground, so we kind 
of quesstimated by a ltitude and we th ink  it was in the 
fifteens or low sixteens. So we recognised there was 
potential, we had a fa irly  sm ooth exit but the problem s 
were w ith the floaters — we were still on the fou r floa ter 
system here. Our last jum p p rio r to the com petition  was 
seen from  the ground and was also a d isaster— a 21 som e
th ing. W hilst it was a con tro lled  s ituation, we had one 
floa te ron  top of another on exit and it put them low, about 
15 feet. We had a fa irly  qu ick e igh t man but the tw o floaters 
paid the dues com ing back up. We entered the com peti
tion w ith th is system using fou r floaters and m aking the 
most out of a single file  exit. The firs t round o f com petition  
was a 20.04 second star. We realised we were s till learning 
but we had this contro lled  s itua tion  to d iscuss w hich we

did. What happened was that the base and pin were in 
troub le  from the door, they fe ll o ff and d id n ’t get the lift 
the base man needs when he turns. The nine man was 
quick but oneo f the floaters who was 10th man, had fallen 
o ff also and it lost us probab ly three seconds. So we made 
just m inor foo t changes fo r that floater, and the pin and 
base, to give the latter a strong turn from  the doo r to  gain 
the necessary lift. The second W orld Meet jum p  we had 
an excellent base and pin, everyth ing went well, we 
had a fast nine man and ou r fou rth  floa te r was late again 
at 16.34. We came down recogn is ing  that the floa ter was 
still having problems. We made one m inor change in the 
exit and went up fo r ou r th ird  jum p, w hich was the 
disaster fo r us of the meet. W hat happened was that the 
base and pin go t exce llen t lift and were toge ther in tw o and 
a half seconds, and the floaters did not get lift. Therefore, 
because o f the fast base and pin, they w ent low, and, 
because o f the fast bu ild ing  sequence at the back of the 
load, were not able to gain a ltitude  like they ’re norm ally 
used to. In fact the floaters entered in reverse order from  
leaving the a ircra ft in 21.67. We came dow n know ing tha t 
we were in fifth  o r sixth or some outrageous place, and in 
real troub le  in the com petition . This is easy to ta lk about 
now but it was a heavy load to go to our meeting 
recognis ing that we had a s itua tion  we cou ld  not contro l. 
We made what was probably the most m ajor change o f ou r 
careers — we went to three floaters and we did it r igh t in 
the m iddle of the meet! We put the floa te r behind the th ird  
to the base and pin, and to ld  tim e to go over the star, make 
his turn  and d rop in to his s lo t in the norm al bu ild ing  
sequence. So he’s still really a floa te r but leaving at the 
back of the load. W ith the qu ick  he licop te r ex it it was no 
problem  to pass over the star high, early, and then make 
the 18CP turn. There ’s none of th is  s lid ing  re tro -rocke t 
technique to try  and get over as you d o n ’t have any 
mom entum  going past the star. We w ent up fo r the fou rth  
round and found tha t we all had a ir on exit w h ich  was 
excellent. The base and pin fe ll off, they had a qu ick  one 
but they were vertical. This put the floaters high and they 
were d iv ing as were the back of the load, but it bu ilt fa irly  
sm ooth ly  and we got a 16.98. Not much o f an im prove
ment but we cou ld  see it com ing — the doo r was ready to 
be opened ! A fter the fifth  round we though t we were ready 
but it wasn’t show ing on the scoreboard. Then on the sixth 
round it happened— we got a 14.05 second star. It was an 
excellent jum p. We had tw o people unstable on exit; the 
firs t floa te r to the base/pin, and the floa te r we had go ing 
ove rth e to p . But the base and pin fe ll ju s t enough to a llow  
them to do that, and it bu ilt in the norm al sequence. Now 
we were in th ird  place as the French and the Aussies had 
slipped back a little . On the seventh round jum p  we had a 
very qu ick nine man — som ething in the twelves; but we 
has one man late at 15.64. That put us in second place, 5.99 
seconds out of firs t w ith three rounds to go. This meant we 
had to make up 2 seconds a round — still a questionable 
place to be in in ternational com pe tition ! The next day we 
made our 8th jum p — we had the qu ickest 9 man of the 
meet, (in the low elevens) bu t ou r 10th man was late. The 
he licopter lifted during un load ing , and the sill caught 
our tenth man already in the dive, flipped  him  end over 
end and he took a w hile  to  get squared away before en ter
ing last at 14.05. We knew we had arrived, we knew we 
were there; but w hether o r not we cou ld  m aintain th is  
consistency was a question. This was all very new, we 
had on ly 5 jum ps using th is  new system. We were still 
in 2nd place now but had moved to  w ith in  2.53 o f the 
French. The n inth round, o f course, is the one th a t’s 
easiest to remember as i t ’s the New W orld Record (12.13 
seconds). I remember entering the star, (I enter sixth). 
I’m used to opening up my slot, checking  fo r level and 
w atch ing the last man approach. This tim e I opened up, it 
was barely level, the star was still tipped from  relative w ind 
from  the forward speed o f the he licopter, and everybody 
was in!

14



S.P.: It was incred ib le  to watch — I saw it three or fou r 
tim es on the video when we were discussing it from  the 
W orld Record po in t o f view, and it really was fantastic. 
Have you seen it on v ideo?

A.K.: I haven’t yet, I've been invited but it seems I’ve got 
too  many bases to visit in one day! But the star in the air 
was just excellent, it was just a real pleasure to be in the a ir 
w ith the team mates that were able to provide that. It was 
like every person had a perfect fligh t, everyone d id his 
excellent job, his norm al approach in the same bu ild ing  
sequence. It just flow ed so sm ooth ly, it was never rough, 
it was just like . . . the perfect star! For w in or lose this 
m eet,having that s ta ru n d e ro u rb e lts . . .  we had arrived!

Sky Pirates’ exit practice.

At th is stage the Canadians and South A fricans were 
down a coup le  o f rounds and th is  round w ou ldn ’t be 
com plete un til they had jum ped. We were quite concerned 
whether or not the round w ould be com pleted because of 
the weather s ituation. We had rain and thunderstorm s, 
and we went up and we w ent down, as did the South A fr i
cans and the Canadians. F inally the n in th  round was 
com pleted and we were o ffic ia lly  in firs t place — by a 
couple of seconds. This coup le  of seconds now  had 
turned the tables and we were, as the French had been, 
in the cruise position. We cou ld  cu t some slack, and 
going upon  the 10th round, recognis ing tha t if the French 
matched the ir fastest star o f the meet (15.22), we d id n ’t 
even have to do a 17 flat.

Everybody had to make a very sm ooth approach, build 
the star sm ooth ly not look ing  fo r any quickness at all. So 
we went out w ith a sm ooth exit and everyone had a sm ooth 
approach, and we came dow n to a 14.71 star.

S.P.: You’ve probably heard the dram a that occurred 
on the ground w ith the French jum p ing  firs t instead of 
yourselves. Everyone cou ld  see it was going w rong fo r 
them and amongst your nearby g round support about 20 
hearts all stopped beating at the same tim e — until the 
canopies opened and the W orld w ent mad! It was an 
incred ib le  drama w ith w hich to end the com petition.

A.K.: I had the feeling under canopy tha t’s what had 
happened because I looked and saw the French canopies 
just land ing and I though t: “ O h. . . the French jum ped 
firs t and they were to jum p second — I bet we stopped 
some hearts on the g round !" There was certa in ly  a heavier 
load on the ground than in the a ir!

S.P.: Well that concludes the saga of the W orld 10-Man 
C om petition. To the outs ide  you r team appears to be a very

close kn it unit — what particu la r e ffo rts  have you made 
yourse lf in th is d irection?

A.K.: First I must say tha t th is  was a fun-oriented  team 
in the beginning, and we had no good people, by present 
day standards, in ’73. Because o f that there was no 
incentive program m e like, “ You made a mistake in the 
a ir,” or “ That was a te rrib le  approach; where did you learn 
to fly  like tha t” . If anyone was having troub le , we dissected 
the problem  and many tim es we s im ply agreed the 
individual needed more experience in the s lot and we 
went up and did it again. W hereas in hot teams of the day, 
if there was a problem  there were p lenty of people in the 
Elsinore area to choose from  and they w ould just make a 
replacement. This team has always enjoyed a s ituation 
whereby no one has ever been asked o ff fo r perform ance, 
and if someone has a problem  we discuss it at length. We 
wear it out actually, and nerves and personalities and 
feelings all tum ble o ff the c lif f as we have a d isastrous 
team meeting! But always after these meetings, we all 
get in the same aeroplane, we all go ou t in the same air 
and we all bu ild  the same star. Then we come down and 
discuss it — if it was better we find  ou t the whys, and if it 
was worse we find  ou t the whys. Then we go up and do it 
again. A fter all these years w e’ve on ly  ever had one change 
in the team and that was th rough  a job  com m itm ent. A fter 
the '74 N ationals we replaced Hal H urley w ith  one of the 
Sky Gods. We asked Ron Haun, previous Captain of the 
All Stars, if he w ould consider jum p ing  on our team. We 
had a very s tringent lis t of requirem ents fo r him to say 
‘yes’. As we realised he was from  the old school of star 
bu ild ing  where perform ance was everyth ing — ground, 
personality and o ther problem s be dam ned! We were a 
team that b rought ourselves up by our boot straps, we 
solved our own problem s, and here we are asking a gentle
man onto our team w ith over 1000 10 Mans, (he now has 
1200 10 Mans and 1900 jum ps and he was probably the 
best man in the A ll S tars); a com plete  change of environ
ment. Liken ourteam  to b ro the rs— they have the fis ticu ffs  
at home, they call each o ther names and so on; but they 
go on the street and they ’re the brothers. One gets into 
troub le  and the others are there to help. This team is much 
the same way — our team meetings are disasters but 
in the air w e’re the brothers.

S.P.: So the d isc ip line  on you r team is self imposed?
A.K.: O nly self imposed. To be team captain of th is team 

when it was a second rate o u tfit was m ain ly expid iter. It 
was kinda job  nobody else wanted and I kinda got 
saddled w ith it. When we came to entering our Nationals, 
the team captain became m ore than jus t runn ing round 
organis ing the manifest and co llec ting  the money, as we 
had to change our team name, (the o rig ina l was such a 
fou l m outhed th in g !);a n d  they came up w ith th is "Captain 
Hook and the Sky P irates” idea. It seemed em barrassing 
at the beginning because we were a second rate team but 
I s truggled along w ith it. It was on ly when we became a 
w inn ing  team that pressure started to fall on the team 
captain. So the team capta in becomes more than just 
expediter — you have to accom plish a w hole lot of 
th ings that you had no idea about when you took the job 
on!

S.P.: At a m eeting the o ther n igh t I fe lt you r team were 
being sniped at fo r indu lg ing  in w hat was described as 
repetitive un im aginative relative work. What are your 
fee lingson  th is?

A.K.: O.K. I can see w hy someone w ould  say that 
because seem ingly it now  does take the 100% personality 
com m itm ent to w in in 10 Man com petition . I remember 
back in ’71 /’72 as a fun relative w orker looking at a style 
and accuracy person that maybe had 1500 style jum ps as 
som ething just th is side of an id io t! It was no fun, he w o rk 
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ed hard and his one fun was entering a short lived com 
p e tit io n — maybe he won or maybe he d idn 't — it was an 
outrageous consideration. So I’ll just remain a fun jum per! 
There were a lot of people w ho fe lt th is way and w ho then 
started asking: “ w hy can ’t we have a com petition  in 
relative w o rk?— it seems easy— we'll have fun and maybe 
w e’ll w in som eth ing .” Now the tables are turned — now 
10 Man Relative C om petition  takes the 100% personality 
com m itm ent to  w in and hundreds of jum ps together as 
a team. The result is that people in o ther facets looking  at 
th is com m itm ent say, “ Gosh to do that 300 tim es a year to 
practise fo r the Nationals, these guys have got to  be some
th ing  short of id io ts !”

S.P.: F inally what is the fu tu re  of Captain Hook and the 
W orld 10-Man Star C ham pions?

A.K.: Always until now  I cou ld  say that as long as the 
team were be w inn ing  they w ould  stay together, and th is 
team has gone th rough everyth ing on tha t same thought. 
We’ve been down to our last penny w ith  six days practise 
left when from  the heavens money fell in the form  of 
sponsorship. (It costs $330 a day to keep our team in the 
air). We had been from  th is  kind o f s itua tion  to team mates 
being so damaged in the ’74 Nationals that tw o co u ld n ’t 
walk to the aeroplane w ithou t help, three had shoulder 
separations at the clavical, we had broken thum bs and 
every kind o f bruise on the le ft side o f the body im aginable. 
We’ve been th rough that kind of s itua tion  — we had one 
m em ber of the team whose knees were both so bad that 
neither cou ld  take any w e igh t and h e .co u ld n ’t land on 
them. So he w ould suspend his body ho rizon ta lly  and take 
the shock of landing from  head to  toe — he went th rough

six rounds of com petition  like tha t in '74, being carried to 
the a ircra ft each tim e! But the team was w inn ing  and they 
cou ld  put up w ith tha t kind of traum a and those kind of 
problem s. So we’ve com e a long way and jus t won a w orld  
com petition. Prior to th is I w ould say, yes th is  team w ill s till 
be toge the rand  w ill be look ing  forward to fu tu re  com pe ti
tion  as a team. But now  the re ’s a question that I’ve not 
b rough t before my team. I refuse to be the Jerry Bird 
personality that keeps rep lacing team members, keeps 
m oving on w ith the Jerry B ird Team. I am a team capta in 
not to w in 10-Man meets, I am a team captain not to  be a 
Head Honcho in my sport, bu t I am a team captain o f th is 
team. This team elected me team capta in and I’ve on ly  
done anyth ing I’ve ever done w ith  th is  team and fo r th is 
team. Now we're faced w ith  a s itua tion  where we’ve run the 
fu ll race, w e’ve atta ined the goal and now w hat do we do? 
Do we go w ith our fam ilies, do we go sk iiing?  We’ve been 
th rough  the traum a and hardsh ip  — now what are we 
going to do? Well we have a vo ting  s itua tion  on our team
— so when we discuss th is back in the States a 7 — 5 vote 
to break th is team up w ill mean that I am no longer a team 
captain and th is  team disperses. But if seven votes we 
carry on to com pete in fu tu re  com petition , then th is  team 
w ill be in tact and I’ll s till be team capta in !

S.P.: Al Krueger, Captain Hook, thank you very much 
and we hope sincere ly to see you and you r team at the 
1977 W orld Meet.

A.K.: Thank you.
G. C. P. S-S.

SKIES CALL

unriva^

Andy Keech

£7 PER COPY (£8 EUROPE) INCLUDES POSTAGE 
Send your order with money to: J. Partington Smith 
DEPT 436 THE OLD PINES EPSOM SURREY UK

FOR SALE
1974 E.F.A. C loud— 40 jum ps on ly — £295. C ontact 
John Murden, Peterborough Para Centre, W /E ’s.

B12 Pack and Harness — C9 Double ‘L’ — £80
com plete. Phone Sean B roadben t— H itch in  731519.

Solid Red ‘Pap’— 30 jum ps on ly  — Super Pro. Pack 
and Harness — com plete  ready to jum p £245 o.n.o.
Phone Diane Tuck — 01-373 5238.

26' Security Lo-Po Steerable Reserve Canopy, 
unused, £100. C ontact J. R. Parry, 56 St. George's 
Road, Wallasey, Merseyside.

Altimeter, Jumpsuit, Helmet — £10. Phone Chester 
48528.

Strato Star in R & J Custom Container, Mini System 
Harness, G.S. Custom Reserve, 2 Ripcords— £350.
Phone Will G rut on 0732-53637.

French Pap. ready to  jum p  in B4 pack w ith 
Custom harness, 2 M AI’s — £220 o.n.o. W rite 
M. Houghton, Dept, o f Physics, U niversity of 
Southam pton.

Mk. 1 PC, w ith M in i-System  Main and Reserve con
ta iner and harness — £250 o.n.o. C ontact the 
Editor at the BPA office.

Mk. 1 PC, com plete w ith  pack and harness, reserve 
com plete — £275 o.n.o. Phone Chris Fowler, 
Lam berhurst 272.

Mk. 1 PC in S ecurity M in i-P ig  — £265. Phone JPS, 
Weald 461 (evenings).
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THE CLASSIC BRITISH NATIONALS 1975
“Well, th a t’s tha t over fo r th is  year” said the 1975 British 
C ham pion as he walked past the m anifest area after his 
last style jum p. And it was, the 1975 C lassic Nationals at 
W eston-on-the-G reen ended three days before schedule, 
having been well run, well judged and enjoyed by all. 
General com m ents from  com pe tito rs  after the meet, were 
‘good relaxed no hassle m eet’ and those who had entered 
fo r the firs t tim e said they w ou ld  be back next year.

A fte r a firs t day of bad weather, and an unhappy met. 
fo r the rest o f the week, C harlie  Shea-Sim onds, as Meet 
D irector made a wise decis ion  to utilise  the good 
w eather we got to  its utm ost, w ith  the result tha t after the 
second and th ird  day 4 rounds of Team A ccuracy, 4 
rounds o f Indiv idual A ccuracy and 3 rounds of Style had 
been ju m p e d — giv ing enough to  call the meet if necess
ary. To achieve th is  c red it m ust be given to excellent 
ground organisation, to  super fly in g  from  the five pilots, 
John Sudbury, Bob M earwood, M ike Watts, John Hardy 
and C harlie  who kept the three a ircra ft in the air in a 
constant stream, to  Annie  Kileen as m an ifes te r— always 
a smile, know ing everyone by name, never flustered, re
arranging lifts  as a irc ra ft went to refuel, ad justing loads 
as fuel loads lightened, and to the judges and the ir 
assistants w ho left fo r the p it at dawn and reappeared 
from  the centre  o f the a irfie ld  at dusk.

The weather then deteriorated and a fu rthe r three days 
were spent taking the good w eather when we cou ld  to 
com plete the last 2 rounds o f accuracy and style; but at 
8.30 Friday evening when Paddy Byrne rejum ped his last 
style jum p the meet was over.

John Kemley as Chief Judge did an excel lent job  in d iff i
cu lt c ircum stances as his team of judges, w ith  one

Bob Hull plants the disc . .  .

. . .  while Donny Gillies kicks it away!

exception, Bob Burn, were tra inee judges M ike Batchelor, 
Brian Jackel, Iris Howell, Les M elhuish and C hris M urray- 
Leslie w ho doubled as meet doc to r and trainee judge. 
All the com petito rs were aware of the lack of experience 
of the judges, and were happy w ith  the judg ing  they 
received, the few protests there were, were allowed.

Special thanks should go to FI. Lt. Stan C ooper and his 
staff, who did everyth ing to make us welcom e at W eston- 
on-the-Green, produced exce llen t food fou r times a day, 
and ran a good bar in the evenings. Roger M oore kept the 
results posted to date g iv ing us good fu ll coverage on the 
stats as the meet progressed. *

O urthanks too, to the pilots, w ithou t whom none of th is 
could have happened, John Sudbury (who took a weeks 
ho liday from  w ork to  fly  at ou r Nationals) w ith the 
Cherokee 6 from  A ir Navigation and T rad ing Co., B lack
pool — Bob M earwood (w ith special thanks from  me fo r 
sm iling w h ils t I harangued him) w ith the Cessna 210 from  
W ickenby F lying C lub, and M ike W atts and John Hardy 
w ho flew  the Cessna 185 from  Brita in Norman A ir 
Services, Bem bridge — and C harlie  who flew  them all, 
when he could  — especially at 5.30 a.m. to get us all up! 
W hat an alarm clock!

Final thanks to G roup C aptain Malone, S tation Com 
mander R.A.F. A b ingdon, w ho gave us ou r venue, and 
stepped in at the last m inute to present cups and medals 
on the Monday.

There should be a medal fo r ‘Man o f the M eet’, if there 
had been, it w ould have gone to a girl Chris Philp in her 
firs t year in open com petition , won the firs t year style 
award, the firs t tim e ever th is has gone to a g irl, and came 
th ird  overall o f the women — and on the Saturday was in 
the firs t British 4-g irl star w ith A lison Jones, Jackie Sm ith 
and Sally Smith. This year also saw the firs t all g irl team in 
the team accuracy event. C ongra tu la tions should also go 
to George S im m ons w ho w on the novice class, beating 
many of the com petito rs in the open.

C ritic ism s, a few made to me by com petito rs and 
judges; the novices run as a separate event, as last year,
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with a 25 m ZAP, w ith on ly  9 novices th is  cou ld  not be too 
d ifficu lt to  arrange. Rotation o f jum p order, again th is 
does put a strain on the manifester, but we had such an 
outstanding one at th is  meet, it should have been 
possible. More washing fac ilities, pa rticu la rly  a s h o w e r -  
next year, please. F inally I am to ld  the language of some 
com petitors as they com e in to  the p it is an education the 
judges could do w ithout.

Statistics:
No. of d e sce n ts ............................................................... 637
D.C’s ..................................................................................... 47
Flying Hours ..................................................................... 80
Reserve deploym ents ....................................................... 0
Injuries (released from  hospita l after 3 d a y s ) .............1
Pints of B itte r Sold ....................................................... 462
Pints of Carlsberg (the bar ran ou t o f lager 3 times

and had to borrow  from  the loca l p u b ) .............. 770
Tots  of shorts ................................................................. 256
Bags of Crisps ............................................................... 672
C igarettes sold ...........................................................4,500
Finally, recogn ition  and thanks to  C harlie  Shea- 

Simonds, th is meet was his firs t as Meet D irecto r and he 
showed us how it should be done. The adm in is tra tion  and 
ground organisation were e xce lle n t— the righ t decisions 
were made regarding the weather and he proved to be an

Mrs. Malone presents the ‘Daily Telegraph’ Trophy to 
National Champion John Meacock.
ideal in term ediary between com pe tito rs  and judges, 
som ehow keeping both sides happy. Happy landings

C harl'8 ' SUSAN LEAR, C.1485.

Group Captain and Mrs. Malone with the prize winners. photos by John Sudbury and C. S-S
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TEAM ACCURACY TEAM OVERALL

Team

Duck End ‘A’

RAFSPA

Peterborough ‘A’

S.S.P.A.

Peterborough's’

Duck End ‘B’

N.W.P.C.

Northumbria

Peterborough ‘C’

Eight Abreast’

Name

King
H ia tt
Layton
H ull

Peacock
M app lebeck
S m out
Byrne

M eacock
M ilne
R ixo n /M cC au le y
M cC au ley /U ra g a llo

G illies
M cK innon
C harte rs /C ro sb y
M cPherson

M cG u ire
P h ilp
M eysner
Bruce

S m ith  J.
Sm ith  S. (M rs.) 
S m ith  J. (M iss) 
S laugh te r

P rince
R itchie
K n igh t
M u rray /A th e rto n

Peakin
N ob le
Rowell
C harlton

C ullum  
W ard J.
Ward C.
H ins ley

Lear
M cLean
K im ble
M urray

Average
Score
0.01
0.62
0.42
0.06

0.45
0.41
0.58
1.42

0.00
0.05
4.41 
1.88
0.96
1.19
3.00
1.47

1.29
2.47
2.52 2.21
1.18
2.53 
5.21
2.71

3.89
1.45
2.71
5.47

2.54
5.45 
4.88 
0.92

2.80
2.30 
5.60 
4.14

8.41 
4.99 
6.33
4.42

Team A 
Average

0.27

0.71

1.58

1.65

2.12

2.90

3.38

3.44

3.71

6.03

Position

1st

2nd

Team
D uck End A' 
P ete rborough  'A' 
RAFSPA 
P ete rborough  ’B’ 
N orth  W est P C.

Overall Score
25.44
28.84
30.49
48.13
57.74

Position
1st
2
3
4
5

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

10th

Tracy Rixon collects the Lady Quilter Trophy.

JU M PSU IT S
D irect from  B rita in 's  largest m anufacturer

STANDARD CHEQUERBOARD FLARED

SINGLE COLOURS TWO TONE COLOURS
Black B lack and White
Red Black and Orange
Blue Black and Red
Yellow Black and Yellow
Purple Blue and White
White Blue and Orange

Blue and Red
Blue and Yellow
Purple and White

SIX SIZES Purple and Orange
Purple and Red
Purple and Yellow
White and Orange
White and Red

B.P.V. Jumpsuits . . . for longer lasting protection

Send or telephone for b rochure and order form  to:
British Para-Ventures
8 B roadfie ld Crescent
Fernhill Heath
Nr. W orcester Tel W orcester 51690

PARA-COM M ANDER MK1,  
"Competition” & "Russian"

Wide range of free-fall 
equipment in stock

Fully illustrated PARACHUTES 
INC CATALOGUE (send £1.00)

PARA GLIDE LTD.
2, Churwell Avenue, Heaton Mersey 
Stockport, Cheshire SK4 3QE 
061-432-7315
S ole  U .K . ag en ts  fo r  P IO N E E R  and  
P A R A C H U T E S  IN C
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FIRST SHOBDON ACCURACY MEET
In the past there have been w aterlogged, aircraftless, 
foodless and drinkless accuracy m eets— all th is  appeared 
to have been a llowed fo r at Shobdon when the Hereford 
Parachute C lub held its firs t accuracy com petition . In fact 
there was a surfe it o f a ircra ft, tents, food and d rink  and a 
d is tinc t lack of water.

The on ly th ing tha t hadn ’t been a llowed fo r was in fla tion  
w hich cu t down the num ber o f rounds in the contest from  
the advertised five jum ps to four. But judg ing  from  the way 
some jum pers were lim p ing  out of the p it by the end o f the 
fou rth  round that m ight have been a blessing in disguise.

The event itse lf o ffic ia lly  go t under way late on the 
Friday evening w ith  the b rie fing  by the meet organiser 
Les M elhuish and judges Dave Waugh and C harlie Shea- 
Simonds.

A tth a t stage there were on ly  about 40 jum pers reg ister
ed, but by the early hours o f the next m orning th is  had 
increased to 44 in eleven teams com peting fo r a £250 prize 
fund donated by the con tes t’s sponsors, the Oakleigh 
G roup of Companies.

The firs t round was h it by m arginal w inds and had to be 
stopped eventually when the ground w inds went over 
the lim it. The stand down went on until about 5 p.m. w ith 
many an envious eye being cast, m ainly by Bob “ The 
Human Fly” Price, at the non-com petito rs quaffing lunch
tim e pints.

As the evening drew on however patience was rewarded 
and the second round qu ick ly  got under way w ith  lifts 
hu rtling  in to  the a ir w ith m onotonous regu larity  in the 
tw in, ho ld ing  tw o fo u r man teams and the 182. The still 
high w inds sent some unw ary com petito rs backwards 
across the p it at h igh a ltitude to land in the surrounding  
countrys ide. As the evening w ore on however the w inds 
gradua lly  dropped away to the gentlest breeze by the tim e 
round three ended and a halt to  jum p ing  was called.

Wendy Sharpies over the top on her short lined “Pap”.

Bob King set up for a DC on his extra-celled Sled.

The day concluded w ith a bob in the aero c lub bar to  the 
sounds o f local para c lub mem ber Paul W hite ’s band, 
Stan the Bat, at w h ich  the most popu lar item proved to  be 
the ir rendering o f Masters o f the Sky.

The second day kicked o ff w ith  on ly one round to go and 
w ith Duck End ‘A ’ firm ly  established at the top  o f the score 
list. But there was keen com petition  between the second 
placed team HPC and Oh Dear, What a Shame. 
U nfortunate ly  the local team o f instructors were ham
pered by being one man down a fte r Terry Barson cracked 
a knee cap after co llid ing  w ith  Les M elhu ish ’s canopy 
just over the pit. They were fin a lly  pushed back in to  th ird  
place when an uncharacteris tic  bad spot le ft them w ith 
enough w ork to do jus t ge tting  in to the pit, w ithou t 
p ick ing  up any DCs.

Also in the running was another local team the Odds 
and Sods, who had jum ped the firs t round w ith only 
three members, com pleted rounds tw o and three w ith  a 
fu ll team and on the fina l day jum ped w ith on ly two 
members but s till managed to fin ish fifth  largely thanks to 
Bill Robbins, who also picked up the prize fo r the best 
ind iv idua l score by a Hereford c lub  member.

The final round was com pleted in steadily im proving 
weather cond itions by early a fternoon w ith the only 
mishap affecting Andy Mann whose C loud mal'ed leaving 
him to  land his Protector in a fie ld  of corn be longing to 
the farm er who was to present the prizes at the meet. In
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spite of that Mr. H ector M orris still came along to dole out 
the prizes in to eager hands.

A fter the prize g iv ing the meet was brough t to an end 
w ith an e ight man attem pt from  the tw in  organised by 
Charlie, w hich resulted in a qu ick  five man w hich fell apart 
as the sixth man docked. It also prom pted one o f the most 
amusing spectacles o f the w hole weekend when the pre
jum p brie fing attracted a lm ost as big a crow d as the com 
petition itself.

Before the results special thanks from  the jum pers and 
thepeop lew ho  helped organise the meet should go to Mr. 
George Jackson o f the Oakleigh Group, who provided the 
cash w ithou t w hich the w hole th ing  could never have 
taken place, Les fo r pu tting  the w hole th ing  together, 
Frank Mulvey, fo r a lo t o f hard w ork on the ground, the 
pilots, Percy and Wyn fo r the catering, and the jum pers 
fo r com ing.

TEAM RESULTS AND TOTAL SCORES

Sally Smith drops short and to the right.

1. D uck End ‘A ’ 31.88m 6. Valenta 94.07 m
2. Oh Dear, W hat a Shame, 7. Yeadon W h ite  Rose 97.34m

Never M ind 72.45 m 8. B illy  C ogan Bog
3. H ereford Parachute T  ro tte rs 106.53m

Club 83.92m 9. D uck End Ladies' 118.63m
4. E denderry P recis ion 10. Lot 37 121.69m

Ball Co. 86.79m 11. A nz io 129.51m
5. Odds 'n ' Sods 92.36m

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS: INDIVIDUAL LADIES RESULTS:
1. A. Layton 1. C. Ph ilp
2. G. Page 2. W. Sharp ies
3. M. B a tche lo r 3. .). W augh
4. P. S laugh te r 4. I . H ow ell

INDIVIDUAL H.P.C. RESULTS:
1. B ill R obb ins
2. J im  Sharp ies
2. J im  Sharp ies
3. T e rry  Barson

INDIVIDUAL FINAL PLACINGS AND TOTAL SCORES
1. A. Layton 3.42m 22. S. S w allow 23.56m
2. G. Page 4.62 m 23. R. Farr 23.75m
3. M. B a tche lo r 8.66m 24. I. H ow e ll (L) 23.83m
4. P. S laugh te r 8.82m 25. D. Preece 26.30m
5. Bob K ing 10.98m 26. S. S m ith  (L) 26.47m
6. C hris  Ph ilp  (L) 11.31m 27. J. Bassett 26.65 m
7. W. R obb ins 11.47m 28. P. F isher 26.80m
8. J. Sharp ies 13.31m 29. J. K un ick i 27.49m
9. 0 .  Dessey 16.50m 30. C. C la ridge 28.53m

10. N. D annay 16.61m 31. L. M e lhu ish 29.31m
11. R. M cG u ire 16.94m 32. S. B roadbent 29.83m
12.. C. M cA na lly 17.42m 33. T. R ixon (L) 30.33m
13. A. M eysner 17.90m 34. A. M ann 30.36m
14. J. N orris 19.35m 35. R. N ixon 32.08m
15. W. Sharp ies (L) 19.45m 36. F. Ryland 33.62m
16. J. O ’Keefe 19.63m 37. R. Price 34.01 m
17. M. O ’Leary 20.25m 38. N. B irlly 36.26 m
18. R. Farrer 20.98m 39. J. T idew e ll 38.90 m
19. T. Barson 21.85m 40. L. Leader (L) 39.19m
20. S. A s tb u ry 22.64m 41. T. W illiam s 40.00m
20. J. W augh (L) 22.64m 41. M. D ow lin g  (L) 40.00m
21. D. H illas 23.15m 41. N eville 40.00m

lll’.Ui.VOUi)

Meet Director, Les Melhuish, receives the Judges’ prize Hector Morris congratulates first place winners, Duck
from Dave Waugh and the National Coach. End A’ Team.

Simon Astbury wrote the words — Mike Bateman took the photos
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Charlie,
Until the last year o r so the Peak D is tric t Parachute 
C lub was, I suspect, in line w ith  a lo t of other clubs, not 
too  convinced that the B.P.A. C ouncil always had all the 
clubs interests at heart. Yes, most o f us understood the 
need fo r C ouncil, and yes, we all reckoned that any com 
m ittee w ould invariab ly com e up w ith a com prom ise on 
most m ajor issues, but I am sure we all thought, what the 
heck cou ld  the B.P.A. do fo r us as a C lub or as an 
individual.

Well, by g iv ing the Peak D is tric t C lub the support 
both financia l and moral the C ouncil enabled th is C lub 
to  fig h t an order com pelling  it to  stop parachuting at the 
Ashbourne A irfie ld , the C ouncil said that they w ould 
back us w ith cash to  help finance ou r appeal in the 
courts. They d irected us to the best ‘legal firm ’ to  figh t 
ou r case, and w ha t’s more, the ir moral support enabled 
the C lub to d irec t its resources (some £1,200 o f C lub 
funds and countless hours from  members over the last 
12 m onths) to  fig h t its case. I feel that all B.P.A. members 
should  know  that here is an exam ple of real practica l 
support being given to a C lub that really needed the help.

On behalf of the C lub I w ould like to thank the C ouncil 
in tota l and members like John Meacock, Peter P rior and 
Major S chofie ld , who gave up the ir own tim e and at the ir 
own expense came and spoke fo r us during our 5 day 
cou rt appearance.

Two fu rthe r points in c losing, despite the appeal being 
heard in March th is year we still don ’t know the results, 
and fina lly , the Peak D is tric t C lub has paid back the 
agreed sum it borrowed o ff the B.P.A. in the agreed time 
(just!).
Yours sincerely,

D. T. H ICKLING , 
Secretary — P.D.P.C.

Dear Chas.,
I have known fo r some tim e that sun ligh t rots nylon, 

but on brow sing th rough Dan Poynters Parachute Manual 
I came across the fo llow ing  passage. It may be o f interest 
and it certa in ly  made me sit up and take note — so ‘‘Gera- 
loada-th is” .

“ The u ltra -v io le t rays of the sun w ill damage nylon and 
w ill ruin a parachute in short time. The angle o f the sun's 
rays, the position o f the material in re lation to the sun, 
the tim e of the year and the tim e of day, screening factors 
of glass, etc. all determ ine the extent of the damage. Glass 
absorbs some of the u ltrav io le t rays, but it does not screen 
them out entire ly. F luorescent lights w ork on nylon on ly  
half as fast when in close p rox im ity , which is bad enough. 
Incandescent ligh ts are relative ly safe.

Per cent B reaking S trength  
Type 1 Fabric in lbs. lost

O utdoors, sum m er sun, 
O utdoors, sum m er sun: behind glass:

One week 52% One week 40%
Two weeks 71% Two weeks 61%
Three weeks 85% Three weeks 85%

As dem onstrated in the above chart, the sun ’s rays 
deteriorate the nylon qu ite  rap id ly and glass slows the 
process but little . The parachute ’s exposure to the sun 
must be kept to a m inim um . Tests ind icate that once nylon 
is exposed to the sun, the damage is done; it w ill not regain 
its strength if then stored out of the sun. Some new nylon 
yarns have been developed w hich resist damage by u ltra
v io let rays and they do not deteriorate  qu ite  as rapidly. 
The th inner the material, the qu icker the damage; th ick 
materials screen the sun from  the inner fibres.

It is in teresting to note that many sport parachutists 
pack outside in the sun and that if we assume that the ir 
canopies are exposed 15 m inutes each time, then after 
280 jumps, the assembly has been in the sun an equivalent 
of seven 10-hour days w hich is p robably enough to lower 
the strength 50% and th is does not count the tw o m inutes 
per jum p when the entire parachute is exposed” .

So, like Shanks’ legs, cover it up!
Keep on dum ping,

TED HARTLEY, D.1146.

Dear Sir,
Below is an account of an event that may prove of 

interest to your readers. The ph ila te lic  covers issued by 
the RAF Museum, Hendon, com m em orated the 30th 
anniversary of Operation ‘Vars ity ’.

I took part in The Rhine C rossing a lthough on that 
occasion I travelled by glider.

I am enclosing one of the ph ila te lic  covers w hich we 
have been selling at £2 each and are still selling, in case 
you may wish to reproduce it.

What was I doing s itting  in a Cessna fly ing  over the 
Romney Marsh w ith the freezing Septem ber slipstream 
b low ing up my trouser leg, facing my 13th jum p?

A dm itted ly  my 12th had been from  the com parative 
com fort of a Halifax some 28 years before w h ils t in 
P a lestine— wasn’t I old enough to know better?

However out I clam bered and in due course landed 
just outside the perim eter in the stubble. The next day was 
better — after landing on the main concrete runway (not



the softest o f landings) I managed a 'red' from  the contro l 
tow er because o f the im m inent arrival o f an a ircra ft. As 
our Am erican friends say, ‘I did not sh ift my bu tt fast 
enough ’.

rA SUPER-SLIM WEDGE  ̂
THBAWSWER COMES 

I WITH Ttf£ f&ASOM FOP;
V  ' * ' ' '  V'x ' i ‘ ,,f

o - A N -

WITH OR WITHOUT A ' W%°‘f  WHIP,[HARNESS, TO ORDER 
[ W E C ^ N  N p W  o f f e r ^  

| USING MA: 
iTHE MANUFACTURER.'

NO NEED FOR 
WHIPPED P/ANO 
WIRE&: SOlDERLE5$\ 

NIPPLES'^N N C W O F F E R  1 5 k  /

RIW
US/NOCENU/NE

h a r d w a r e -

In readiness fo r the A ldershot d rop  I was provided w ith 
aTU  type fo r the next descent.

At last came the day, 24th March — A lex Black, Neil 
Sharp another Eagle Sports m em ber and I drove from  
Lympne to B iggin H ill. We took o ff in a Cessna 172 and 
arrived at B lackbushe about m id m orning. A driver from  
the Paras was w aiting and we reached B row ning Barracks 
soon after.

We then com m enced w a iting  fo r the w ind to  d rop — 
we were still w aiting at 6 p.m. when we called it a day and 
sought a hotel.

The next m orning we were up at 6 a.m. and at 6.30 Bob 
Harman o f The Red Devils co llected us in the transport 
and we arrived at B lackbushe at 7 a.m. W hilst A lex 
removed the doo r I k itted up and we took o ff soon after.

W ithin m inutes we werfe over the Queens Avenue DZ 
and after fo llow ing  the able d irec tion  of Bob Harman, out 
I went. Under the keen eyes o f Ted Lew ington and Neil 
Sharp w ho were w a iting  to receive me a reasonable 
landing was made.

Back to  the barracks fo r the s igning of the ph ila te lic  
covers, then a return to  Lympe via B lackbushe and B iggin 
H ill arriv ing home fo r breakfast at about 11 a .m .*

The fo rego ing  w ill I trus t explain w hy I w ill not be renew
ing my m em bership o f the BPA. This event was a once 
on ly  fund raising pro ject.

I’ve read copies o f Sport Parachutist w ith  interest 
a lthough I must adm it tha t I’ve fe lt rather Rip Van W inklish 
w h ils t doing so.

Best w ishes to the BPA and its members fo r fu tu re  
activities.

In conclus ion I w ish to  place on record my thanks and 
appreciation to Major General E. L. Bols, CB, DSO, M ajor
B.S. Schofield, WO Ted Lew ington, CpI. Bob Harman and 
other members of The Red Devils and The Parachute 
Regiment, also Captain A lex B lack and Neil Sharp of 
Eagle Sports Centre and also G roup Captain W. S. O. 
Randle, CBE, AFC, DFM, MBIM, RAF (Ret’d) of the Royal 
A ir Force Museum, Hendon. W ithout the ir help and 
assistance th is event w ould not have been possible.

Yours sincerely,
BOB MORTIMER.

155 D olphins Road, 
Folkestone, Kent.

V

*

NAMEXAM
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, j * o
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No48 SQUADRON ROYAL AIR FORCE
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STATIC LINE BAG DEPLOYMENT
The need fo r an S /L  operated bag deploym ent system fo r 
beginners in the sport, has long been fe lt by the Safety and 
T ra in ing  Com m ittee.

The conventiona l s leeve /d rogue /S /L  system, as Doug 
Peacock qu ite  righ tly  po inted out, was in troduced more 
than 15 years ago, as a short term  tem porary so lu tion  to 
the problem  o f m aking people, w ith no experience o f para
chu ting , do S /L descents before go ing on to free fa ll. This 
system w orks fine, PROVIDING the student is stable. If 
the student, on releasing the A /C  is unstable, then there is 
a chance that the deploym ent of the parachute cou ld  be 
in terfered w ith  — e.g. ro lling  in to  the sleeve or even 
grabb ing  hold o f the p ilo t 'chute.

Over the years, a num ber o f student fa ta lities have 
h igh ligh ted  th is  problem , and m ost instructors I have 
talked to can relate at least one “ ha iry” inc ident of th is 
nature.
The bag deploym ent com p le te ly  e lim inates th is  problem . 
No m atter what the student does on releasing the A /C  he 
must have a canopy over his head.

Several c lubs now  operate a bag deploym ent system; 
we, at the N.W.P.C. have operated a bag deploym ent 
system fo r well over 18 m onths now, and all static line 
descents are made using th is  system. The ins tructo rs  who 
despatch students regu larly on bags are adam ant; they 
w ou ld  never go back to using sleeves and extractors. A ll 
agreed it is a fa r safer system and I s trong ly  urge every 
c lub /cen tre  to  in troduce it, bu t HOLD IT R IGHT THERE, 
before you rush out and buy a bag system, a tho rough  
understanding o f the dep loym ent sequence and the 
critica l factors involved is abso lu te ly  essential.

The purpose of th is  a rtic le  is to try  to  explain th is  —
The m ajor consideration is the A /C  tail. The position of 

the bag both during  and a fte r deploym ent relative to the 
ta il is of param ount im portance, th is is governed by the 
sta tic  line, so our firs t c ritica l fac to r is the static line length. 
O ur second c ritica l fac to r is the A /C  airspeed at release 
and if we exam ine the dep loym ent sequence in detail 
we shall see w hy both these factors are critica l.

When the backpack is opened and the deploym ent 
sequence starts, the bag is im m ediate ly subjected to a 
fo rce ; th is  force is the a irflow . The bag is trave lling 
th rough  the air at the same speed as the A /C , the effect 
o f th is  fo rce  is to  lift the bag ; the g reater the ai rspeed o f the 
A /C  (and therefore the bag) the qu icker the bag w ill lift. 
The bag continues to lift r igh t th roughou t the deploym ent 
sequence.

If the airspeed o f the A /C  at release is very high then the 
bag can be in close p rox im ity  to the ta il before the canopy 
has cleared the bag.

The rigg ing  lines and canopy dep loy very fast due to the 
bag being attached to the A /C  but they are also affected 
by the a irflow  and the dep loy ing  assembly takes up a 
curved shape.

In order to  stop the canopy em erging from  the bag in a 
“ lum p” an apex break tie  is essential. The apex tie  also 
tensions the deploying assem bly im m ediate ly p rio r to 
in fla tion  o f the canopy, th is  g reatly  reduces the chance of 
a m alfunction . The optim um  strength o f th is break tie  is 
s till the subject o f much speculation. Irv in ’s recom m end 
150 lb., but to  my know ledge 50 lb., 100 lb. and 150 lb. 
break ties are in everyday use at d iffe ren t Centres 
th roughou t the country, so the strength of the tie  does not 
appear to be as critica l as some people th ink.

A t the N.W.P.C. we used to use a 150 lb break tie, we

The dropping airspeed is critical. The moment just before 
the canopy parts company with the bag at (above) 
60 m.p.h. IAS, and (below) 70 m.p.h. IAS from the Cark
C.172.

have now reduced th is to  1001b ( it ’s easier on the des- 
patcher's w ris ts !!) and the canopies appear to  dep loy in 
exactly the same manner. I hasten to add that I th ink, if the 
airspeed is high then a 1501b break tie  is necessary.

Now let us consider jus t what happens when the apex 
tie  breaks.

When the rigg ing  lines and canopy are at fu ll s tretch the 
assembly is dep loy ing  into a horizonta l a irflow  and when 
the tie  breaks the canopy w h ich  up to now has been 
held above but in fron t o f the suspended load, moves w ith 
the a irflow  to a position  above and beh ind  the suspended
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POSTER ILLUSTRATING 
THE STATIC LINE BAG 
DEPLOYMENT SEQUENCE 
(artwork by Les Hinson) 



load, th is  occurs very q u ick ly  indeed (the same speed as 
the a irflow ). A lthough  the assembly is being pulled in a 
vertica l d irec tion  by the suspended load, the canopy 
moves behind the load so fast tha t the apex actua lly  lifts  
w h ils t traversing an arc, the canopy then deploys in the 
norm al manner.

The sta tic  line should be long enough therefore to 
position  the bag well just short o f the tail.

A nother aspect to the bag deploym ent system is how 
to  in tegrate it in to  the Club. As it is qu ite  a m ajor change in 
packing, th is  needs constan t supervision and retra in ing, 
especially at first. My advice to any C lub sw itch ing  to  a bag 
deploym ent system is to  make a large scale draw ing of 
each step in the packing sequence and pin them up on the 
wall o f the packing area. A lso make up a list o f the packing 
checks and pin that a longside. Get these items ready 
before you in troduce the system.

So in conclus ion  I w ou ld  like to stress the points already 
raised by sum m aris ing them  below:

1. Get the sta tic line length right, remember, the shorter 
the static line the less d istance the bag has to  lift before 
com ing in to the same horizonta l place as the A /C  tail, 
but the bag m ust be kept clear of the tail to  avoid fou ling  
it.

2. Keep the A /C  airspeed as low as possible; the higher 
the airspeed the h igher the bag w ill lift.

3. Under no c ircum stances must an unstable student be 
“ short lined” by the ins truc to r; th is  was com m on 
practice on the sleeve-drogue, S /L  system, there is no 
need to do th is w ith a bag, to  do so w ill reduce the 
effective length o f the S /L and reposition the bag well 
forw ard o f the ta il (a po ten tia lly  dangerous s ituation).

4. Make sure the p ilo t knows how it w orks and just why the 
airspeed is critica l, he w ill then cu tback the speed 
alm ost to the stall, (he w on ’t w ant the ta il damaged).

I once again urge every C lub /C entre  to  get a bag
deploym ent system BUT GET IT RIGHT.

DAVE PRINCE.

THOMAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT
Directors J  L Thomas & G Thomas 

F A A  LICENSED RIGGER No 4085459

'LOFTY'S" LOFT, THE SPORT PARACHUTE CENTRE, GRINDALE FIELD, 
BRIDLINGTON, YORKS. TEL: 0 2 6 2 -7 8 2 9 9

ALL SPORT PARACHUTE REQUIREMENTS
REPAIRS AND MODIFICATIONS, CUSTOM MADE PACKS AND HARNESS. FRENCH PARABOOTS 

SOLE U K AGENT FOR IRVING SPORT PARACHUTES 
JUM P SUITS (Small, M edium  and Large Sizes) in Blue, W hite, Red and Yellow 

PARAWINGS BLACK DIAMOND RIGS

New Stock o f FRENCH PARABOOTS

PARAQUIP
We o ffe r the  w idest range of Sport Parachuting equ ipm ent 
and r igg ing  services to custom ers at the m ost com petitive  
prices. A ll equ ipm ent is checked by a B P A. approved 

C hie f Rigger.

S tudent Assem blies
Pioneer, S trong, Security , Parachutes,
Austra lia , N orth  Am erican, Snyder and
surp lus  equ ipm ent availab le
Mk 1, C om petition , Jum bo and Russian P C s
A m erican Papillons
Surp lus and Pioneer reserve canopies
C ustom  made sleeves: ripcords, p ilo t chutes,
risers, s ta tic  lines and jum psu its
A ll types of personal equ ipm ent, accessories,
hardw ear and r igg ing  supplies
St. C h ris tophe r parachu tis t helmets (w ith or
w ith o u t ch in -cup )

Used equ ipm ent
P ilots em ergency parachutes and repacking 
service

Send large S.A.E. fo r NEW  ca ta logue to

STEVE TALBOT
4 2  Tennyson  R oad . R ed d itch , W o rcestersh ire , 

Eng land , B 9 7  5B J
Phone: R edd itch  6 4 3 0 2  (evenings)

PARAPOL PARABOOTS

In  S to ck  —
C O M PETITIO N  BOOTS B la ck  o n ly  S izes  5 -1 1
STYLE BOOTS W ith  B lack , B lu e *  or

R e d “ T r im  S izes  5 -1 1  
Also made to order in  w ide or na rrow  fittings  and other 
colours .-
Price £18.50 incl. VAT and postage 

‘ Colour trim  C1 extra

Send for details or cash w ith  order to

POLLARD 8< SON
S t. M ic h a e ls  Road N o r th a m p to n  

P h o n e  0 6 0 4  3 9 1 2 1
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
COUNCIL MEETING, WEDNESDAY 2nd JULY, 1975 

Held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester
PRESENT

P. J. Prior 
G. B. Shone 
M. J. O’Brien 
D. Waterman 
T. J. Morgan 
W. J. Meacock

K. M applebeck
J. T. C rocker
L. J. Thom as
J. Petherbridge
G. A. W. B o u rn — co -op ted
I. B. W rig h t— co -op ted

IN ATTENDANCE
Sqn. Ldr. W. Paul— Sec-Gen. B.P.A.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
L. N. E. St. John M. J. B a tche lo r

Item 32/75
SUB -CO M M ITTEE REPORTS
a. Competitions. A m eeting of the Leaders fo r the W orld C ham 
pionships Teams (10-man and 4-m an), m em bers o f the sub
com m ittee and Mr. M organ (F inance S ub-C om m ittee) had been 
held and a budget had been agreed. The fo u r man team (RAF) 
w ould  jum p tra in m id-w eek at W eston-on-the-G reen. For the 
10-man team, e ffo rts  to  get in fo rm a tion  on the possib le  use o f an 
A /C  from  Netheravon had been unsuccessfu l — the Nat. Coach 
w ould fo llow  up w ith  Netheravon. The idea was to  use the APA 
Rapide at W eston. Mr. W aterman w ou ld  be check ing  w ith  Shorts 
re the Skyvan and w ith E. Ness re European Team Tra in ing . The
10-Man team hopes to  tra in  fo r  3 weekends in every fo u r and the 
4-Man team every week — the aim was to  get 50 jum ps per team 
before the C ham pionships.

The com petition  sub-com m ittee  also m et at W eston-on-the- 
Green on Friday 27th June. Perm ission has been given fo r the 
Style and A ccu racy N ationals to  be held at W eston . The Sec-Gen 
to arrange fo r licence from  Defence Land Agent. Six caravans had 
been booked fo r o ffic ia ls ; showers were adequate, to ile ts  were 
adequate i.e. m obile  to ile ts  on s ite — 3 fo r men, 2 fo r ladies and 
hot and cold w ater; m id -day meals w ould  be p rovided by the RAF 
at 60p per meal (ration abatem ent certifica tes  not acceptable) in 
a marquee provided by the RAF. Sandw iches and coffee w ill be 
available early m orn ing  and in the evening. Tw o firem en w ill be 
provided by the RAF on repaym ent (£60 fo r  period o f C ham p ion 
ships). Ind iv idual tents and caravans w ill be perm itted. A  large 
marquee would be hired by the BPA fo r s leeping accom m oda tion  
fo r those not having the ir own tent o r caravan.

A ircra ft booking w ould  be done by the Nat. C oach — tw o a ir
cra ft at approx. £22 per hour were p rov is iona lly  booked (a 
Cherokee 6 and a 210). A  reserve a /c  e ithe r the RAFSPA 206 (if 
available) or an a irc ra ft from  Peterborough w ou ld  be arranged.

Meet D irector w ou ld  be the Nat. Coach and he w ou ld  arrange 
fo r judges and tra in ing  Judges.

A record ing anem om eter w ou ld  be arranged, e ithe r by pu r
chase (depending on cost) o r hired.

Contact w ou ld  be made to  ascertain if Dr. M urray-Les lie  w ould  
be available as the Meet Doctor.

The RAF w ill p rovide a 'D isco ' and cu rry  supper on Saturday 
23rd August (£50 fo r 100 people).

Target ‘DC D iscs' w ou ld  be presented at the  pit.
Invita tions to  guests to  inc lude  M in is ter fo r  Sport, A O C  G roup

H.Q., OC RAF Ab ingdon, OC IPTJ, D irec to r Sports  C ouncil, C AA
H.Q. and D ivisions.

Rules were amended and w ould  be passed to  Sec-G en fo r 
reproduction and d is tribu tion .

A budget w ou ld  be made ou t when the various costs were 
known and the fac t that the N ationals were to  be se lf supporting  
w ould  be taken in to  account. The en try  fee w ou ld  be advised to 
the Sec-Gen as soon as possible.
b. Finance. An ou tline  budget and p ro jected funds flo w  statem ent 
fo r the year had p reviously been d is tribu ted  to  counc il members. 
Mr. Morgan, Chairm an Finance Sub-C om m ittee  drew  a ttention  to 
the fact that incom e was up approx. £1,000 on last year and 
expenditure after Sports C ounc il g rant aid was £3,000. These 
figures speak fo r themselves and ind icated tha t care w ill have 
to  be exercised. The two expend itu res w hich stand ou t are sa lar
ies and com pe titions— we can ’t do  m uch about salaries but com 

petition  expend itu re  w ill requ ire  close sc ru tin y  and we m ust aim 
fo r all fu tu re  com pe titions to break even. We m ust try  to  increase 
ou r incom e and th is  means basica lly subscrip tions , and w ill be 
discussed at the next F inance S ub-C om m ittee  M eeting. The 
meeting unanim ously accepted the budget as presented and the 
Chairman thanked Mr. M organ fo r the p resenta tion.

The suggested budget fo r the RW W orld C ham p ionsh ips  was 
presented and discussed. Mr. M organ po in ted  ou t that the travel 
cost had been based on the assum ption tha t a veh ic le  w ou ld  be 
available from  M ercedes-Benz. Mr. W aterm an po in ted  ou t that 
no provis ion had been made fo r  a possib le £500 from  Raleigh 
Industries— he w ou ld  be asking the C hairm an o f BPA C ounc il to 
w rite  to  the Chairman of Raleigh Industries. Mr. W aterm an 
advised on d iscussion w ith  Fleet A ir A rm  personnel and as a 
result the meeting agreed that W /O  Lew ing ton  w rite  to  the appro 
priate au tho rity  requesting use of he licop ters  fo r  team  tra in ing  
and Cham pionships.

c. Aircraft Purchase. Mr. Shea-S im onds reported tha t he had 
w ritten to CAA requesting an answer to  BPA's question  o f an 
operating certifica te . A  m eeting w ith  the Sports C ounc il had been 
arranged fo r 12 Ju ly  but in view o f Mr. W aterm an not being ava il
able on that date the Sec-Gen w ou ld  arrange ano ther date, 14,15 
o r 16th July.

The Chairm an reported tha t the Hereford C lub  had been 
offered an Aero Com m ander from  G los. A ir  at £18,000. The Here
fo rd  c lub  could not a ffo rd  to  purchase but he now  passed the 
in fo rm ation  on. It was agreed the a irc ra ft was not su itab le  fo r 
BPA requirements.

The Sec-Gen reported on con tact made w ith  Mann Helicopters 
as a result o f in fo rm ation  from  Mr. Shone. The a irc ra ft in question 
was a S ingle O tter but th is  was being crated fo r send ing to  M exico
— there w ould  be a fu rth e r tw o o r three S ing le  O tters available 
tow ards the end o f the year but again, th is  a irc ra ft was not con 
sidered suitable (previous report by sub-com m ittee).

The agent fo r the An tonov had advised the Sec-G en tha t there 
was a poss ib ility  tha t the com pany may w ell be prepared to  meet 
the ce rtifica tion  costs o f ge tting  the a irc ra ft on the  British 
Register.
d Safety and Training. Mr. C rocker reported tha t the previous 
meeting of th e S & T C  was held on 10th June and the next m eeting 
w ould be on 8th July.

a. Leeds/Bradford Club — Fatal Accident. This was fu lly  
reported and the fo llo w in g  recom m enda tions made by the 
B o r I and agreed by the STC were subm itted  fo r C o u n c il’s 
approval;
1. Parachute Packing Tests shou ld  inc lude  the  assem bly by 

cand idate  o f the ind iv idua l com ponen ts  o f the  com ple te  
main parachute.

2. Check No. 2 o r No. 3 du ring  the parachute  pack ing  sequence 
to include  inspection  o f the b rid le  co rd  and sleeve reta in ing 
line and how these are connected.

3. B rid le  cord attachm ents w h ich  are kno tted , i.e. those not 
on the proper brid le  co rd  w ith  tw o  loops shou ld  be sewn 
down at the knot. On a p roposa l by Mr. C rocke r seconded by 
W /O  Lew ington, C ounc il unan im ous ly  approved the fo re 
go ing three recom m endations as fo rm a l requirem ents.

b. Incident Cessna 206 — RAFSPA. The sub-com m ittee  was 
advised of the inc iden t w h ich  resulted in damage to  the a irc ra ft 
tail. On being advised o f the  inc iden t by RAFSPA, the CAA 
im m ediate ly banned a ll pa rachu ting  from  Cessna 206. This 
obviously created d iff icu ltie s  w hich, but fo r in te rven tion  by 
him self and Mr. Shea-S im onds, w ou ld  have been aggravated 
fu rthe r by a Telegram  w h ich  C AA was about to  send all Cessna 
a irc ra ft owners stating that parachu ting  was not to  take place 
from  any  Cessna a ircra ft. A fte r d iscussions the te legram  was 
not sent and an undertak ing  was given tha t in fu tu re  any such 
action concern ing  parachu ting  w ould  be taken on ly  a fter co n 
su lta tion  w ith BPA.

The fact that th is  inc iden t involved a Bag D ep loym ent System 
had a bearing on the rew rite  o f the Parachuting R egulations 
and the STC considered that any reference to Bag D eploym ent 
Systems should be held in abeyance un til the  m atter was
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resolved. It was the STC ’s recom m endation tha t the  Regula
tions (exc lud ing  Bag D eploym ent Systems) shou ld  be 
fina lised. C ounc il agreed and Mr. C rocker w ou ld  be a rrang ing 
fo r the fina l check of the a lready cu t s tenc ils  to  be com pleted.
c. Training Aid Posters. C ounc il agreed a suggestion from  STC 
tha t Mr. H in ton  w ho d id  the o rig ina l art w ork  fo r  the tra in in g  aid 
posters be asked to attend BPA o ffices to  carry ou t the 
necessary am endm ents to  the o rig ina l art w ork and such w ork 
as was requ ired fo r any new posters necessary to  up-date  the 
tra in ing  aid. Paym ent o f trave lling  expenses fo r Mr. H in ton  was 
also agreed.
d. Riggers. There had not been a m eeting o f the R iggers sub
com m ittee  but Mr. Thom as reported th a t tria ls  on his bag 
system were to be arranged by W /O  Lew ing ton .

Item 33/75
CONTROL OF SU B -C O M M ITTE E’S STRUCTURE
A paper by Mr. M organ covering  sub-com m ittee  s tructu re , 
p reviously d is tribu ted  to  C ounc il Members, was discussed and 
the fo llow ing  agreed:
1. Layout o f C ounc il M inutes to  inc lude  an A ction  C olum n.
2. M atters fo r sub -com m ittees not to  be d iscussed at length in 

C ouncil but referred to  the  approp ria te  sub-com m ittee.
3. The frequence o f sub -com m ittee  m eetings, w h ils t in p rinc ip le  

should be m on th ly , w ou ld  be at the  d iscre tion  of the respective 
sub-com m ittee  cha irm an w ho w ould  be required to  report at 
each C ounc il m eeting on such business as may have been 
conducted.

4. A ll recom m endations o f sub-com m ittees m ust be subm itted 
to  C ounc il fo r ra tifica tion  and d iscussion.

A suggestion tha t an Executive sub-com m ittee  be form ed w ith 
the prim e fu n c tion  o f m aking decis ions on business requ iring  
im m ediate a tten tion  between C ounc il m eetings was not accepted 
but it was agreed tha t in an em ergency s itua tion  the Sec-Gen 
w ould  pose the  problem  to a few  C ounc il mem bers then com 
m unicate  the prob lem  and views o f those m em bers con tacted  to 
all C ounc il m em bers by post requesting tha t they im m edia te ly  
com m unica te  th e ir  decis ion to  him.

A suggestion  by the Sec-Gen tha t C ounc il M eetings be at s ix- 
week in terva ls instead o f the present fou r was put fo rw ard  by Mr. 
Shone as a proposal and seconded by Mr. M eacock. The p ro 
posal was defeated by 6 votes to  3 w ith  one abstention.

Item 34/75
CLUB AFFILIATIONS
A pp lica tions fo r a ffilia tion  in respect o f the fo llo w in g  c lubs were 
approved:

Cheshire Parachute C lub 
Border Venture Parachute C lub.

Item 35/75
REQUEST FOR GROUP MEMBERSHIP
The Sec-Gen reported on correspondence  between the OC 5 
R.I.D.G. Free Fall C lub on the m atter of G roup  m em bership at 
reduced rates. The Sec-Gen's view as expressed in the co rres
pondence i.e. tha t a reduced rate was not like ly, was endorsed 
by the C ouncil. The Sec-Gen w ould  rep ly on behalf o f C ounc il 
regre tting  reduced rates was not possib le but express C o u n c il’s 
desire to  assist in any w ay possible.

Item 36/75
SUB -CO M M ITTEE TRAVELLING EXPENSES
W /O Lew ington expressed the view that m em bers o f all sub
com m ittees be e lig ib le  to  c la im  trave lling  expenses fo r a ttend
ance at m eetings, e.g. R iggers and S & TC. Mr. C rocker opposed 
the suggestion on the g rounds tha t sub-com m ittees such as 
Finance, C om petitions and A irc ra ft Purchase com prised named 
ind iv idua ls elected to  C ounc il and appoin ted  by C ounc il to  co n 
duct business on its behalf. The m em bers o f R igger & S & TC. 
Com m ittees are not e lected m em bers appoin ted  by C ounc il and 
in a considerab le  num ber o f instances, ind iv idua ls a ttend on ly  
such m eetings as they choose when there  is som eth ing  of 
particu la r in terest to  themselves.

Mr. M eacock suggested there may be a case fo r a reduced rate 
o f re-im bursem ent to  those a ttend ing R iggers and S & TC. Meet
ings both of w h ich co n trib u te  useful w ork to  the benefit o f the 
Sport. The m eeting agreed that the Chairm an o f the R iggers and 
th e S  & T Com m ittees subm it to  the Chairm an o f the F inance Sub

com m ittee estim ated a ttendance figu res at the ir m eetings in 
order that an estim ated costing  can be prepared.
Item 37/75
PREVIOUS M INUTES AND MATTERS ARISING
Proposed: Mr. C rocker; Seconded: Mr. M organ, tha t M inutes of 
4 June be accepted.

Carried.
Matters Arising
a. Parachute Canopies. It was con firm ed  tha t Exem ption from  

D uty had been confirm ed. Mr. M organ reported the Finance 
sub-com m ittees recom m endation tha t the canopies be sold to  
A ffilia ted  C lubs at cost i.e. £30 per Canopy. Should  a s itua tion  
arise w hereby the C anopies had to  be sold to  o th e r than 
a ffilia ted  c lubs the cost w ould  be the fu ll m arket price  inc lud ing  
the du ty  w h ich  w ould  have to  be paid to  the Dept, o f T & I. 
C ouncil approved the recom m endation and the Sec-Gen was 
authorised to  d is tribu te  his le tte r and p ro fo rm a as ou tlined  to  
C ouncil.

b. Recommended Sub Price of Posters. The price w ou ld  be fixed 
when fina l cost was known. The o rde r w ou ld  be fo r 1250 
posters w ith  250 overprin ted and 1000 plain fo r resale.

c. Ex-M.O.D. Canopies. Mr. P rio r reported on his m eeting w ith  
representatives o f M.O. D. at w h ich  he was accom panied by Mr. 
Shone. It w ou ld  seem that the outcom e o f the BP A ’s repre
sentation to  M.O.D. has resulted in a possib le  extension o f the 
"life " o f Service parachutes and tha t such canopies as were 
“ life exp ired ” w ou ld  be used w ith in  the Services fo r g round 
tra in ing.
It w ou ld  seem the on ly  result BPA’s representa tions have 
achieved is a saving o f pub lic  m oney — tha t at least is som e
th ing.

d. Publicity Films. Mr. Shone reported tha t B .B .C  TV had shown 
a film  w h ich  in his view w ou ld  be o f value in tha t it puts over 
s tudent tra in ing  very well. Mr. P rior reported that ITV has just 
com pleted a parachu ting  film  at Hereford as part o f the ir series 
‘Sport in A c tio n ’. The Chairm an suggested tha t Mr. W aterman 
fo llow s them  up to  see if it is possib le fo r BPA to  obta in  copies. 
Mr. Shea-S im onds in fo rm ed the m eeting o f a film  made by Mr. 
R. N icho la ides whom  he had contacted re the poss ib ility  of 
ob ta in ing  copies.

Item 38/75 
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Morgan referred to  Item 25/75 w h ich  had been d iscussed in 
camera and asked if there was any fu rth e r report. Mr. C rocker 
reported that some progress had been made in certa in  aspects of 
the m atter and he w ould  be reporting  fu rth e r when o ther aspects 
had been fo llow ed th rough.
Item 39/75 
BPA EXHIBITION
Mr. W aterman presented slides show ing  dam age to  the BPA 
E xh ib ition  Boards. It was his view  that the boards were beyond 
econom ica l repair and shou ld  be replaced w ith  a sm aller type of 
E xh ib ition . The m eeting decided to  have the Boards brought 
from  the present loca tion  (Netheravon) to  the BPA O ffices where 
C ouncil m em bers cou ld  see them at the next m eeting when the 
m atter w ould  be discussed further.
There being no fu rth e r business the m eeting c losed at 21.25.

SPOTTER
A N  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  P A R A C H U T IN G  N E W S M A G A Z IN E  

O R IG IN A T IN G  IN TH E N O R T H E A S T  U S A

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

$12 — AIRMAIL

14 Hardwick Road, Quincy, 
Massachusetts 02169, USA
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
COUNCIL MEETING, MONDAY 11th AUGUST, 1975 

held at Kimberley House, Leicester

PRESENT
L. N. E. St. John — Chairm an  
J. L. Thom as 
D. Waterman 
J. T. C rocker 
M. J. B a tche lor 
T. J. M organ

IN ATTENDANCE
Sqn. Ldr. W. Paul — Sec-G en BPA 
G. C. P. Shea-S im onds — N C /SO  BPA
D. O rton — Peak D is tr ic t Para. C lub
D. T. H ick ling  — Peak D is tr ic t Para. C lub

OBSERVERS
Miss E. Taylor, B. Morgan.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
G. A. W. Bourn, I. B. W righ t, M. J. O ’Brien, P. J. Prior, 
W. J. M eacock, W /O. E. Lew ing ton , G. B. Shone.

Item 40/75
SUB-CO M M ITTEE REPORTS
a. Competitors. A report subm itted  by Mr. O ’Brien was read in 
his absence by the C hairm an o f C ounc il.
(1) National Championship (S /A ). It was agreed the General 
Entrance Fee be £7.00 and that, whereas the sub -com m ittee  had 
suggested jum p fees of £3.50 fo r S ty le  and £2.00 fo r Accuracy, 
the jum p fees w ould  be based on the fly ing  cost o f the  a irc ra ft — 
th is  should b ring  jum p fees to  below  those suggested.

The a irc ra ft fo r the C ham pionsh ips w ou ld  be: Cessna 210 at 
£26 per h o u r/C h e ro ke e  6 at £23 per hour.

Neither the RAFSP o r the Peterborough a irc ra ft w ou ld  be 
available but the N C /SO  was arrang ing  fo r ano the r a irc ra ft as 
stand-by.

The sub-com m ittee  s trong ly  recom m end that fu tu re  National 
C ham pionsh ips be declared open events — this, apart from  
m aking fo r more in teresting com petition , w ill w ith  entries from  
abroad qua lify  fo r g ran t aid from  the Sports C ounc il. The 
Sec-Gen cou ld  not be certa in  that g ran t aid w ou ld  be available 
but w ould  check on the requirem ents.

Insurance cover (Previous) fo r the  C ham pionsh ips had been 
quoted at: Ind iv idual A ccu racy — £9%; S tyle — £10'/2%; Team 
Accuracy — £9%, w ith  BPA carry ing  the firs t 20% of any loss. It 
was agreed that, since there  was no requ irem ent o f a guaranteed 
num ber of fly ing  hours, the question  o f tak ing  insurance against 
weather d id  not arise. The b roker w ou ld  be advised.
(2) World Championships. Mr. W aterm an reported that tra in ing  
was go ing  very well — the results achieved were m ost g ra tify ing  
and were ce rta in ly  g iv ing  the team con fidence . He expressed the 
team 's g ra titude  to the BPA fo r the tra in ing  being provided. The 
Chairman thanked John M eacock fo r m aking the Peterborough 
fac ilities  available. The necessary back-up  arrangem ents fo r 
tra in ing  at Bergerac were well in hand.

b. Aircraft Purchase. The Chairm an reported on a m eeting w ith 
the Sports C ouncil. W hils t there was no th ing  d e fin ite  to  report at 
th is  stage, the case has been well received and add itiona l in 
fo rm ation  sought by the S poris  C ounc il had since been 
forwarded. A lthough it s ta in e d  un like ly  there  w ou ld  be an o ffe r of 
grant th is  year, it was not en tire ly  ruled out.

The Sec-Gen reported n ia t an a rsw e r was s till awaited from
C.A.A. on the m atter o f the fo rm  of O peration  C ertificate . No 
correspondence had been acknow ledged and a firm  answer 
verba lly prom ised. The N C /S O  w ou ld  fo llo w  up again at h igher 
level.

It had been suggested tha t the A irc ra ft Museum at D uxfo rd  may 
be a reasonable con tact fo r help w ith  an a irc ra ft fo r R.W. — the 
suggestion  w ould  be fo llow ed  up.

It was reported that W /O  Lew ing ton  had tried  to get Royal Navy 
he licopters fo r team tra in ing  and had learned that task ing  for 
these was to  be changed w ith  the like lihood  o f he licop te rs  being

based at A rbroath . It may be tha t we cou ld  cons ide r pu tting  a case 
fo r R.N. support fo r the  1976 R.W. C ham pionsh ips if we staged 
these at A rbroath , leading to  the p oss ib ility  o f th is  coun try  
hosting a W orld  Relative C ham pionsh ips w ith  he licop te r support. 
The m eeting expressed its thanks to  W /O  Lew ing ton  fo r his 
e ffo rts  in try ing  to  secure he licop te rs  fo r team tra in ing .

c. Finance. The M inutes o f the F inance S ub-C om m ittee  o f 28th 
Ju ly  (previously d is tribu ted ) were ou tlined  by Mr. M organ:
(1) Discount on Purchases. It was agreed the m axim um  d is
coun t on orders over £20.00 rem ain at 10%.
(2) Accounts R.W. Nat. Championships. These showed an 
overall d e fic it of £1,902 com pared w ith  the budget figu re  of 
£2,000. Q uite  obv ious ly  the C om petition  S ub-C om m ittee  must 
find  means o f m aking Nat. C ham pionsh ips se lf supporting  and 
investiga te  the poss ib ility  o f co n d uc tin g  the C ham pionsh ip  in a 
m anner w h ich  w ould  ju s tify  Sports  C ounc il g ran t aid.
(3) Budget Comparison (First Quarter). Ind ica tions  from  1st 
Q uarte r are that we shou ld  com e w ith in  the estim ated Budget for 
the year.
(4) Possible Savings
(a) Travel Expenses. A recom m endation  from  the F.S.C. put 
fo rw ard  as a proposal by T. J. M organ and seconded by M. J. 
B atche lor that the travel expenses a llow ance be cu t from  08p to 
05p per m ile  was defeated by 3 votes to 2 w ith  one abstention.
(b) C ham pionships. It was agreed that fu tu re  Nat. C ham pion
ships should be self supporting  and tha t any en terta inm ent p ro 
vided be a charge on the partic ipan ts.
(c) BPA Office. The o ffice  was a lready exe rc is ing  all possible 
econom y on postage and te lephone calls. O n ly  in cases of pa rti
cu la r urgency w ould  firs t class m ail be used.
(d) ‘S port Parachutist'. The C hairm an of the  F.S.C. w ou ld  discuss 
w ith  the E d ito r what savings, if any, cou ld  be e ffected and if it 
was possib le to increase the incom e.
(e) Investments. It was agreed tha t the balance on the current 
account w ou ld  be kept to  a m in im um  w ith  any su rp lus  transferred 
to the Bank Deposit A cco u n t o r the  B u ild ing  S oc ie ty  A ccount. 
The Sec-Gen w ould  from  1st A ugust operate  at a £1,000 level in 
the cu rren t account.

Mr. M organ sought the views o f C o u n c il w ith  regard to invest
m ent po licy . H igher in terest rates cou ld  obv ious ly  be obtained 
where m oney is tied up fo r longer periods. A fa c to r e ffec ting  any 
im m ediate transfer o f m oney to  long term  investm ent was the 
possib le purchase o f an a irc ra ft when m oney may be required at 
fa irly  short notice  — Mr. M organ made the po in t tha t it was 
cheaper to  use ou r cap ita l ra ther than bo rrow  m oney at a high 
rate of interest. It was agreed to aw ait the  ou tcom e of the bid 
concern ing  purchase o f an A irc ra ft before ty in g  up present 
m oney in long term investm ent. C ounc il m em bers were asked to 
consider possib le long term  investm ents and pass the ir ideas to  
the F.S.C.
(5) M em bership S ubscrip tion  Rates. R ecom m endation fo r in 
crease in M em bership S ubscrip tion  Rates as presented by the 
F.S.C. were agreed and w ou ld  be recom m ended to  the m em ber
ship at the next A.G.M. The suggested rates are:
(a) New Fu ll M em bership. £6.32 (including 32p VAT) — after 
30th September, i.e. fo r second ha lf o f the financ ia l year, £4.78 
(including 28p VAT).
" ( b )  Renewal o f Fu ll M em bership. £5.70 (including 20p VAT) — 
a fter 30th September, i.e. fo r second ha lf o f the  financ ia l year, 
£4.78 (including 28p VAT).
(c) P rovis iona l M em bership. £3.71 (including 21p VAT) — avail
able to  persons who have not before parachuted to  cover fo r the 
firs t th ree jum ps or fo r 4 m onths w h ichever is the sooner. Note: 
Four m onths is in terpre ted as being to  the last day o f the th ird  
fu ll m onth after that o f jo in in g  and to  inc lude  2 issues o f the 
Journal.
(d) C onversion o f P rovis iona l M em bersh ip  to  Full. £2.61 (includ
ing 11p VAT) — afte r 30th Septem ber, i.e. fo r the second half of 
the financ ia l year, £1.68 (including 08p VAT).
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(e) Associa te  M em bership. £3.64 (including 14p VAT) — after 
30th Septem ber, i.e. fo r second half o f the financ ia l year, £2.61 
(including 14p VAT).
** A Full M em bersh ip  not renewed before 1st Ju ly  w ill be con
sidered to  have lapsed and w ill be renewable at the rates fo r New 
Full M em bership.
(6) Staff Salaries. It was po in ted  ou t tha t the annual salary in
creases fo r  the Sec-G en and Asst. Sec. w h ich  were due 1 st A pril 
had not in fac t been im plem ented pending the ou tcom e o f the 
G rad ing /S a la ry  s truc tu re  cu rre n tly  being considered by the 
S ports  C ounc il.

d. Riggers. Mr. Thom as reported that he was try ing  to  fina lise  the 
list o f R igger Exam questions w h ich  had been subm itted  (some 
500 questions). These w ould  be subm itted  to Irvins fo r them  to 
produce  test papers.

It was being arranged fo r R iggers S ub-C om m ittee  M eetings to 
be held at BPA O ffice  preced ing e ither a C ounc il or STC M eeting.

e. Safety and Training. Mr. C rocke r reported on the S & TC 
M eeting of 5th August:
(1) Training Aid Posters had been updated fo r reprin ting .
(2) Rules and Regulations had been com p le te ly  reviewed and 
were now  ready fo r p rin tin g  — it was now  a m atter o f C ouncil 
dec id ing  how these were to  be presented. Mr. M organ raised a 
po in t o f o rde r tha t the  w ork  of S ub-C om m ittees shou ld  com e up 
fo r ra tifica tion . It was exp la ined tha t the review of the Rules & 
Regula tions was in the m ain a m atter of co lla ting  the various 
am endm ents w h ich  had p rev ious ly  been approved by C ounc il 
over the years and from  these updating  the Rules & Regula tions 
acco rd ing ly . It was agreed that a cop y  of the Rules & R egulations 
w ou ld  be made availab le to  each C ounc il member. S u ffic ien t 
copies had been dup lica ted  to  send one to  each C.C.I. and it was 
now  a question  o f dec id ing  what fo rm  the fina l presenta tion 
shou ld  be. It was agreed that in the  in terest o f econom y the 
sheets shou ld  be prin ted  w h ich  being punch-ho lded  o r indexed
— ind iv idua ls  cou ld  do th is  to  su it themselves. The N C /S O  w ould  
lia ise w ith  F ishers o f Peterborough concern ing  the p rin tin g  of 
400 copies.
(3) M edical— (Diabetics). The question  o f D iabetics tak ing  part 
in spo rt parachu ting  had again recen tly  been raised and the 
M edical Adviser had given a d e fin ite  re jection  o f an app lica tion .
(4) Ram Air Parachutes. The m atter o f qua lifica tion  to  jum p Ram 
A ir Parachutes was raised and a suggestion  that the qua lifica tions  
be lowered was tu rned  down — the qua lifica tion  rem ains as 
H o lder of ‘D ’ C ertifica te  and w ith  C .C .I.’s recom m endation.
(5) Cessna 172 Loading. It has now  been proved tha t a Cessna 
172 is te ch n ica lly  over w e igh t w ith  th ree  parachutis ts  on board. 
A le tter s ta ting  the load ing fac to rs  fo r the Cessna 172 was go ing 
out to  all c lubs.
(6) Mr. P. Cavanagh. A report from  Mr. P. Cavanagh tha t he had 
been banned from  N orth  W est Para. C lub  had been b rough t to 
STC but had been ruled as not adm iss ib le  business fo r that com 
m ittee. Mr. C rocker presented the  facts as known to  him  and 
C ouncil decided th is  was a m atter on w h ich  C ounc il cou ld  not 
d ic ta te  and was fo r the c lub  concerned . C ounc il supported  the 
Chairm an o f STC in his action.
(7) Incident (7 R H A — Jersey). Bdr. B inns o f 7 RHA had been 
drow ned when jum p ing  w ith  his un it at Jersey. A ll tha t was known 
was from  newspaper reports  and a verbal report from  Capt. 
A rthur, 7 RHA stating tha t an Inqu iry  was to  be held. The D.Z. was 
on the beach w ith  ex iting  done over the se a — it appears tha t life 
jacke ts  were not w orn by the jum pers.
(8) Sport Para. Centre. A report had ju s t been received of an 
inc iden t invo lv ing  a S tra tosta r on 8th August. The jum per, a 
po ten tia l in s tru c to r w ith  225 jum ps and ‘D’ C ertifica te  holder, 
fa iled  to  locate r ipcord  handle and a fte r some 5 seconds ro lled  on 
to  his back and dep loyed his reserve, a G.Q. Protector, w h ich  was 
'dem olished ' on dep loym en t and proved to useless. The jum per 
then activa ted his main parachute  w h ich  deployed to approx 1/3 
of norm al co n fig u ra tio n  and landed in a feet tow ards earth ro ta t
ing position . He suffered a broken pelvis and serious in ternal 
in juries. The reserve parachute  is now  w ith  the BPA and w ill be 
passed to  RAE Farnborough fo r investigation. The G.Q. Co. has 
been in form ed. Mr. Thom as em phasised that the canopy had 
been released to BPA w ith  the prov iso  from  the w ife  of the jum per 
concerned that it was not to  be released to  the m anufactu re r but 
cou ld  be used by BPA fo r investiga tion  purposes.

It was agreed there  was in su ffic ie n t evidence fo r BPA to make

a categorica l statem ent concern ing  the G.Q. P ro tector Reserve 
Parachute but tha t in fo rm ation  on the recent inc iden t should be 
com m unica ted  to c lubs and d isp lay  teams.

Messrs. Thom as and O ’Brien were thanked fo r the speed w ith 
w h ich  they go t the ir report to  C ounc il.

Item 41/75
ANNUAL GENERAL M EETING
It was agreed that the AGM  be held in B irm ingham  on Saturday, 
10th January, 1976, at e ither the Im peria l Centre Hotel o r the 
H oliday Inn, B irm ingham . It was know n that the Im peria l Centre 
Hotel was availab le on the date requ ired but the Sec-Gen w ould  
check w ith  the H oliday Inn and, if availab le at reasonable cost, 
was au thorised to  fina lise  the venue.

A proposal by Mr. Thom as seconded by Mr. M organ that a 
D inner/D ance be held at the  same venue as the AGM  on Friday, 
9th January, was unan im ously agreed. Mr. Shea-S im onds agreed 
to form  a com m ittee  to o rgan ise the d inner/dance . Mr. C rocker 
offered his services and w ou ld  undertake to  arrange the band.

A proposa l by Mr. W aterman seconded by Mr. M organ that 
Sem inars be held over the AGM  week-end was defeated by 
4 votes to  3, (the Chairm an having exercised his Casting Vote). It 
was agreed that Mr. W aterm an’s idea fo r Sem inars covering Ram 
A ir Parachutes, Relative W ork and o ther aspects o f the sport was 
w orth  fo llo w in g  up and every e ffo rt shou ld  be made to arrange 
these.

Item 42/75 
PURCHASES
a. Recording Anemometers. The m eeting ratified  the decis ion 
to purchase a record ing  anem om eter (prev iously  agreed by 
te lephone votes from  Messrs. M eacock, Lew ington, C rocker, 
Morgan, St. John, W aterm an, O ’Brien, Shone, Thom as and 
Prior) at a cost o f £639 (exclusive o f VAT) from  Messrs. R. W. 
M unro Ltd.

Mr. C rocker suggested there  may be case fo r seeking Sports 
C ounc il g ran t aid tow ards the purchase — the Sec-Gen w ould 
make the necessary approach.

b. Film Sky High. A proposal by Mr. C rocker seconded by Mr. 
M organ that a copy of the film  'Sky H ig h ’ by Mr. N icho la ides 
be purchased at a cost o f approx. £90 was carried unanim ously. 
Mr. M organ added a rider that the cost if possib le  shou ld  be set 
against tra in in g /co a ch in g  fo r g ran t aid purposes.

Item 43/75
PEAK D ISTR IC T PARACHUTE CLUB (C O ST OF APPEAL)
The Sec-Gen reported that the to ta l cost o f the appeal in respect 
of the Peak D is tric t Para. C lub  was £1,182.60. Mr. H ick ling  o u t
lined the add itiona l costs to ta llin g  over £1,000 a lready met by the 
c lub  in support o f the appeal.

In accordance w ith  previous d iscussions in C ounc il it was 
con firm ed  that BPA agreed to meet up to  50% of a to ta l cost of 
£1,000. The club  had in fact a lready paid the sum of £500 to BPA 
and now sought C o u n c il’s indu lgence  un til 1st Septem ber fo r the 
balance of £182.60.

A proposal by Mr. St. John seconded by Mr. C rocker tha t BPA 
meet the  firs t £500 o f the costs and tha t paym ent date fo r the 
balance due from  the c lub  (£182.60) be extended to 1st Septem 
ber, was carried  unanim ously.

The m eeting heartily  endorsed the C ha irm an ’s rem arks that the 
c lub  shou ld  be com plim ented  fo r the e ffic ie n t m anner in w h ich  it 
had d ischarged  its respons ib ilities  d u ring  what had undoub ted ly  
been a m ost d iff ic u lt period.

Item 44/75
B.P.A. EXHIB ITIO N
Discussion on th is  was held over due to  the E xh ib ition  being 
s till located at APA Netheravon. T ransporta tion  had proved to 
be a problem  and the Sec-Gen w ou ld  again try  to  make an 
arrangem ent w ith  APA.

Item 45/75
PREVIOUS M INUTES AND MATTERS ARISING
Proposed: J. C rocker 
Seconded: J. Thom as
that m inutes o f 2nd Ju ly  be accepted — carried.
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MATTERS ARISING
a. Raleigh Industries Support. The arrangem ent fo r the £500 
from  Raleigh Industries in support o f the  W orld C ham pionsh ip  
was now that BPA w ould  raise an invo ice fo r the £500.
b. S.T.C. Minutes. It was agreed tha t dates o f fu tu re  STC 
Meetings w ou ld  be so arranged tha t m inutes can be available to 
C ouncil mem bers in good tim e fo r the  fo llo w in g  C ounc il M eeting. 
It was po in ted ou t that the next STC M eeting was scheduled fo r 
one week after the next C ounc il M eeting but from  then on the 
pattern w ou ld  be adjusted.
c. Posters. Mr. W aterman presented tw o sam ples o f the new 
poster (one w ith  b lack and one w ith blue ove rp rin ting ) — an erro r 
in the te lephone num ber was noted. It was agreed the over
p rin ting  be in blue. Mr. W aterm an estim ated de livery in about 
10 days.
d. Parachute Canopies. O rders had been received fo r 76 o f the 
100 purchased. The refund o f du ty  had not yet been received but 
it was understood to take anyth ing  from  2 to 3 m onths.
e. Publicity Films. Mr. W aterm an had made con tact re the 
parachuting film s made by ITV and B.B.C. The ITV film  had not 
yet been shown so th is  cou ld  not yet be progressed. He had 
spoken w ith B.B.C. TV Sales Departm ent and learned that copies 
were on ly  made fo r sale to  ano ther TV Com pany. There seemed to 
be now ay in w h ich  we cou ld  buy a copy and, shou ld  B.B.C. TV be 
prepared to make a copy, th is  w ou ld  be a free issue. Mr. W aterman 
w ill be con tacting  B.B.C. TV again on the matter.
f. Finance. An observation  by Mr. M organ that in Item 37/75 b. 
the text . . . “expend itu re  a fte r Sports  C ounc il G rant A id was 
£3,000” shou ld  be amended to read “ . .  . expend itu re  a fte r Sports 
Council G rant A id, was increased by £3,000” was noted.

OTHER BUSINESS
Item 46/75 
APPROVED CLUBS
The C hairm an referred to  Item 26/74 (M inutes o f 23rd A pril, 1975) 
and proposed, w ith  Mr. C rocker seconding, tha t a requirem ents 
fo r the title  o f Approved C lubs inc lude  tha t the c lub  fac ilita tes  
the progression o f its m em bers beyond student level, i.e. to  
Category V III — C arried unanim ously .

Item 47/75
PRESS C U TTIN G  SERVICES
Mr. W aterm an con firm ed tha t the  Press C u tting  Service was now 
operating. A recent p u b lic ity  exerc ise  on the teams fo r the W orld 
C ham pionsh ips (RW) had been very successful in tha t at least 
one o f the local papers in each m em ber’s hom e area used the 
in fo rm a tion  and /o r pho tographs.

Item 48/75
O UTSTA NDING  LOANS
a. Wessex Para. Club — (£600). A request from  Mr. Donovan 
fo r an extension of the repaym ent date (o rig in a lly  due 1st July, 
1975) was considered and it was unan im ous ly  agreed to  extend 
the date un til 1st O ctober and tha t the C hairm an w ou ld  w rite  to 
Mr. Donovan.
b. R.S.A. Para. C lub— (£400). A request from  Mr. Acram an fo r a 
fu rthe r one year extension o f the  loan period (o rig in a lly  due 
1st February 1974) was considered  and it was agreed by five 
votes to nil (w ith one absten tion) to  request repaym ent at a rate 
of £100 per m onth sta rting  Septem ber 1975.

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
SAFETY AND TRAINING COMMITTEE MEETING TUESDAY 8th JULY, 1975 

held at B.P.A. Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester
PRESENT

J. C rocker Chairm an
C. Shea-Sim onds N.S.C.O.
WO.II E. Lew ington P. R. F.F.C.
Capt. T. D ixon R.E.M.E.
D. Prince N.W.P.C.
D. Orton Peak
N. Bourn Wessex
J. Curtis L inco ln
N. Law M anchester F.F.C.
E. Finney M anchester S.P.C.
E. Hartley L.B. F.F.C.
J. Meacock P.P.C.
J. Sharpies H ereford
M. Bolton H alfpenny Green

OBSERVERS
B. Laithwaite N. W.P.C.
T. Barson H erefo rd
D. H ickling Peak
P. Fisher L.B. F.F.C.
S. Talbot H alfpenny Green

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
I. Lou ttit
F. Peel
D. Peacock

Item 1
RELATIVE WORK INSTRUCTIO N
There were anom alies in the present system w hereby on ly  
Advanced Instructors cou ld  teach Relative W ork. It was agreed 
unanim ously that a C ategory X parachutis t, approved by the CCI, 
may instruct Relative W ork to  Category IX and C ategory  X para
chutists.

Item 2
F.A.I. CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENTS
It was agreed unanim ously that requ irem ents fo r F.A.I. C e rtifi
cates be amended as fo llow :
A' C e rtifica te— Category III 10 jum ps
B' C ertificate  — Category V 25 jum ps to  inc lude  10 jum ps

land ing w ith in  50m o f the target.

‘C ’ C e rtifica te— Category VIII 50 jum ps to inc lude  20 jum ps
land ing w ith in  20m o f the  target. 

‘D ’ C e rtifica te— Category X 200 free fa ll jum ps to  include
20 jum ps land ing  w ith in  15m of 
the target.

The Chairm an rem inded the m eeting tha t 'C' C e rtifica te  w ith a 
m in im um  of 100 jum ps was the m in im um  d isp lay  requirem ent.

Item 3
INSTRUCTORS RATINGS
The fo llow ing  ins truc to rs  ratings were renewed:

J. M eacock, I. Lou ttit, R. Suttle.
Item 4
PREVIOUS MINUTES
These were approved. Proposed by J. Sharpies, seconded by
E. Lew ington, carried unanim ously.
Item 5
PACKING CARDS
After some d iscussion a new BPA Packing Card was approved 
unanim ously.
Item 6
PACKING CHECKS
It was agreed unanim ously that the b rid le  cord  and sleeve 
reta in ing line attachm ents check be part o f Check III in the 
packing sequence.

Item 7 
DIABETIC
It was agreed that Dr. M urray Leslie be approached concern ing  
a d iabetic w ho w ishes to undergo sport parachute  tra in ing  at 
NWPC.
Item 8
BPA TRAINING  POSTERS
The meeting agreed on a num ber o f a lte ra tions to  be incorpora ted  
in the reprin t, and that Les H inson be approached to  produce 
these a lterations fo r the next meeting.
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Item 9 Item 13
PACK CLOSURES
J. M eacock emphasised that, in the event o f a pack closure  
m alfunction , the reserve be activated im m edia te ly, and NO T that 
the main be cutaw ay first. Agreed unanim ously.

Item 10
FOOTWEAR AND HEADGEAR
This was discussed the result of a le tte r from  N. Bourn. The C ha ir
man po in ted ou t the ex is ting  rating tha t C ategory X jum pers may 
select the ir own footw ear. It was agreed tha t headgear fo r Cate
gory IX and X be a m atter o f personal choice, but the C CI's were 
responsible fo r th e iro w n  DZ, and cou ld  en force  such ratings that 
they fe lt necessary.

Item 11
PARAPLEGIC
A letter was produced by N. Bourn w h ich  concerned a parap leg ic 
who w ished to undergo  sport parachute tra in ing . A fte r con 
siderable d iscussion it was agreed unanim ously tha t th is  request 
be rejected and that the NCSO w rite  to  the man concerned.

Item 12
PACKING CERTIFICATE
N. Bourn requested that a 13 year o ld  associate m em ber of the 
BPA be issued w ith  a packing ce rtifica te . Th is  request was not 
approved in the ligh t o f the C oroners rem arks at the inquest co n 
cern ing the recent fa ta lity  at Leeds.

BAG DEPLOYMENT
S. Talbot, seconded by M. Bolton, proposed that a sum o f m oney 
be a llocated by C ouncil fo r the testing of various bag systems 
in o rder that a standard opera ting  p rocedure  be p roduced fo r 
each system in every a ircra ft. It was agreed that, w h ils t th is  was 
the ideal, the BPA cou ldn 't a fford  the sort o f p ro jec t Mr. Talbot 
had in m ind. The proposal was rejected by 11 votes to  3. The 
Chairman po in ted out that w ork was being done in th is  d irec tion  
already. The NCSO expla ined photographs that had been taken 
of the system in use at NWPC, and tha t he w ou ld  be progressing 
investigations of th is  matter. It was agreed that cu rren t progress 
was satisfactory. E. Lew ington offered to test any bag system in 
use from  the Parachute Regim ent Islander.

Item 14
EXEMPTION (Jump Pilot)
The Chairman requested an exem ption from  the 100 hours jum p 
p ilo t rule. M. Bolton, proposed, seconded by D. O rton, tha t th is 
request be approved. The proposal was carried by 7 votes to  4.

Item 15
RULES AND REGULATIONS
The Chairm an reported that the Rules and R egula tions w ould  be 
fina lly  co lla ted by him and the NCSO. E. Lew ington agreed to 
send all the relevant stencils  to  the BPA O ffice.

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
SAFETY AND TRAINING COMMITTEE MEETING, TUESDAY 5th AUGUST 1975 

held at BPA Offices, Kimberley House, Leicester

PRESENT
J. C rocker
C. Shea-S im onds 
I. Lou ttit
E. Finney 
J. Sharpies
D. O rton 
L.. Matthews 
P. Cavannah 
R. O ’Brien 
L. Thom as 
B. Laithwaite

OBSERVERS
T. Barson 
D. Howerski 
P. W orsley 
M. Bateman
G. Henderson 
B. W alters 
B. Swainson 
CpI. C o llingw ood  
P. Mann 
J. Illidge 
L. Melhuish 
N. M atthews

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
J. Meacock 
N. Bourne
D. Peacock 
N. Law 
T. Patton 
W. E llio tt

Item 1
BAG DEPLOYMENT SYSTEM
The NCSO gave a report on the bag dep loym ent system  w ith 
particu la r reference to  a recent m eeting at RAF W eston-on-the- 
Green. The RAFSPA w ill be carry ing  ou t tria ls  at W eston w ith

emphasis on fly ing  the C206 at d iffe ren t airspeeds. C lubs using 
the bag dep loym ent shou ld  ensure that the a irc ra ft in use are 
being flow n w ith  as low  a jum p airspeed as possible.
Item 2
NCSO VISITS TO CAA
The NCSO then gave a report on his v is its to  the various d iv is ions 
of the CAA. Points of note from  v is its to  N orthern  and Southern 
D ivisions are as fo llow s:
a. When app ly ing  fo r Special Exem ptions, it should be made 

c le a rw he th e rth e  map reference is on the old 1 " to  1 m ile  scale 
(1 :63,360), or the new m etric  scale (1 :50,000).

b. In a num ber of cases recen tly  d rop  zone plans have been 
inadequate. They shou ld  be as accurate as possib le  w ith  
‘N o rth ’ c learly  annotated.

c. There is an increased tendency fo r app lica tions fo r Special 
Exem ption being subm itted at the last m inute. As m uch notice  
as possib le  shou ld  be given, and th is  w ill ease the w ork load  
in the ir issuing.

d. It is requested that app lica tion  fo rm s show from  w h ich  po lice  
approval has been obtained.

e. The CAA are aware that a num ber o f teams are not ca rry ing  out 
the necessary DZ recce before d isp lays. Th is  should be rec ti
fied im m edia te ly if app licab le.

f. As far as the A irw orth iness D iv is ion are concerned, they are 
w ork ing  in co n junc tion  w ith  the NCSO to produce the 
necessary supplem ents to  flig h t m anuals to  show sta tic line 
requirem ents fo r a irc ra ft not so far cleared.

Item 3
INSTRUCTORS RATINGS
The fo llow ing  were granted Advanced Ins truc to rs  Ratings:

I. Lou ttit; D. How erski; L. M elhuish.
Item 4
TRAINING POSTERS
Am endm ents to  the T ra in ing  Posters p roduced by Les Hinson 
were presented to  the m eeting. W ith 3 m inor corrections, the 
amended posters w ill be produced as soon as possible.

C hairm an
N.C.S.O.
D.I.S.C.
M.S.P.C.
Hereford
P.D.P.C.
H a lfpenny Green 
B.K.
S.P.C.
Riggers
N.W.P.C.

H erefo rd
H ereford
H ereford
H ereford
H erefo rd
S trongbow
Wessex
R.E.
H erefo rd
B.K.
H erefo rd
H erefo rd
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B I N D E R S

Item 5
RULES AND REGULATIONS
The Chairman in form ed the m eeting tha t he and the NCSO have 
colla ted the updated Rules and Regulations, and tha t they w ill be 
presented to  the next C ounc il M eeting fo r a fina l dec is ion  on 
pub lica tion.
Item 6
PREVIOUS MINUTES
The Previous M inutes were proposed by D. O rton, seconded by
I. Lou ttit and approved unanim ously.

Item 7
MATTERS ARISING
a. The amended packing cards are in the process o f being p rin ted 

by G. H. F isher and Sons, and w ill be available in the near 
fu ture.

b. A le tter from  BPA m edical Advisor, Dr. C. M urray Leslie, co n 
firm ed that d iabe tics were not an acceptab le  risk in sport 
parachuting.

c. At the request o f Mr. Gray, a paraplegic, his a pp lica tion  to be 
exempt from  norm al BPA m edical requ irem ents was again 
discussed at length. It was rejected unan im ous ly  and the 
NCSO was asked to w rite  a sym pathe tic  le tte r to  Mr. G ray 
in fo rm ing  him of the decision.

Item 8
CO NTAM INATIO N
The NCSO read out a le tter from  RAE conce rn ing  the possib le 
contam ination  of nylon parachutes from  sea m arker dye from  life  
jackets.
Item 9 
FAREWELL
A letter o f farewell from  Peter S chofie ld  was read to  the m eeting. 
The STC wish him w ell in South A frica.

Item 10
EXEMPTION FROM P.l. COURSE
Bob Swainson of the Wessex C lub requested an exem ption  from  
attending a P.l. Course on the grounds o f his experience. This 
request was rejected unan im ously but it was agreed tha t he cou ld  
attend the last three days o f the P.l. Course cu rre n tly  runn ing  at 
Sibson, in the hope that he cou ld  thus qua lify  fo r the  6 m onth 
p robationary period. A fte r a subsequent te lephone conversation  
w ith John Donovan, however, he said he was requ ired back at the 
Wessex C lub as a p ilo t, and cou ld  not go to  S ibson. He then said 
he w ould attend the Novem ber course.
Item 11
Q UALIFICATION FOR RAM AIR CANOPIES
The m in im um  qua lifica tion  fo r jum p ing  Ram A ir  Canopies, (in 
c lud ing  W ings), was discussed at length. It was f in a lly  decided by 
6 votes to 1 that the m in im um  requ irem ent w ou ld  be a ‘D ’ C e rti
ficate w ith  CCI's recom m endation.

Item 12
CROSS CHANNEL JUMP
Bob W alters presented to  the m eeting his p lans fo r a Cross 
Channel Jum p and Lo fty  Thom as exp la ined the equ ipm en t to  be 
used. The m eeting approved the equ ipm ent and the jum p, p ro 
vid ing the la tter is carried ou t in accordance w ith  BPA Safety 
Regulations.
Item 13
CESSNA 172 LOADING
The NCSO in form ed the m eeting of an inc iden t at Leeds w hich 
involved a Cessna 172 being used fo r parachu ting  w h ich  was 
subsequently found to be overladen. It was agreed that the NCSO 
w rite  a letter to  c lubs po in ting  ou t the relevant w e igh t lim ita tions, 
and that p ilo ts are responsib le  fo r the load ing of jum p a ircra ft.
Item 14
P. CAVANNAH
Phil Cavannah in form ed the m eeting that he had been banned 
from  Cark, presum ably as a result o f having reported a recent 
incident there to  the STC. The Chairm an said that it was not a 
m atter o f safety and that he w ou ld  seek d irec tion  from  C ouncil.

in  h a n d s o m e  le a th e r  
c lo th  w ith  g o ld  b lo cke d  
n a m e  p la te  o n  s p in e , to  
ta k e  c o p ie s  o f y o u r SPO RT 
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Tailpiece by John Montgomery
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Rudiger Wenzel records an ecstatic opening by Jurgen Haberman
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