


also 
6PROTECTOR' 
17ft (5.2m) SteeraЫe Reserve 
Flight Data 
Termiпal velocity орепiпg time-1.5 secs. Normal rate of desceпt 
with 220 lbs.-17 .5 ft./sec. Rate of turп-360° iп 7-8 secs. 
Сапору 
The сапору is maпufactured from 1 oz. ripstop weave, heat sealed, 
пil porosity пуlоп. There are 20 gores, two of these have Ыапk 
portioпs to provide drive апd steerabllity. The Ыапk gores are 
covered with пуlоп пеt for additioпal safety duriпg deploymeпt. 
StaЫe iп flight, the сапору will provide adequate maпoeuvrabllity 
coupled with а low desceпt rate. 
Liftwebs 
Maпufactured from 4,000 lbs. (1820 kg) пуlоп webblпg the 
liftwebs are соппесtеd Ьу а strop for additioпal safety. American 
sпaphooks with 5,000 lbs. ratiпg are used. The Protector can Ье 
adjusted to апу of four positioпs оп the wearer. 
Pack 
Of syпthetic materials апd shaped to fit the body. The ripcord 
positioп сап Ье either right haпd side or top pull. The tie dowпs are 
iпtegral with the pack. 

6PATHFINDER' 
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Flight Data 
Termiпal velocity орепiпg time-2.5 secs. approx. Normal rate of 
desceпt with 220 lbs.-15.5. ft/sec. Rate of turп-36Q0 iп 4 secs. 
Сапору 
Maпulactured of пil porosity heat sealed 1.6 oz. пуlоп febric, the 
сапору has 24 gores апd 30 shaped apertures to provide drive, 
lift апd turпiпg. 
The сапору is extremely staЫe and recovery after stall is immediate 
with miпimum surge. 
Harпess 
Nyloп webblпg with а breakiпg straiп of 4,000 lbs. (1820 kg), with 
coпveпtioпal Americaп ejector snaphooks апd 1 t shot Capewell 
сапору releases. The harпess is iпstaпtly adjustaЫe at maiп 
suspeпsioп апd backstrap poiпts. А full leпgth backpad апd 
comfort pads are provided. 
Pack 
Available iп either three рiп 'style' coпfiguratioп or the more 
coпveпtioпal four рiп assembly. Both packs are desigпed for use 
with the lrviп Hitefiпder апd other automatic opeпers. 
Sleeve & Auxilliary 
The sleeve is of heavy duty 4; oz./sq. yd. cottoп fabric with 
coпveпtioпal liпe stowage апd mouthlock. 
The 35• diameter auxiliary is maпufactured from low porosity пуlоп. 

Furthвr dвtвlls and prices aval/aЬ/e from: 

RFD-GQ L TD., Parachute Sales Division, Godalming, 

Surrey, England. Те/: Godalming 4122 Telex: 85233 
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Parachutist 

EDITORIAL 
The 1972 Nationals proved to Ье the best organised for many years. 
Held at Royal Air Force Weston-on-the-Green, home of the 
R.A. F.S.P.A. and drop zone for No. 1 Parachute Training School based 
at R.A.F. Ablngdon. 

The R.A.F. opened Weston to the В.Р.А. and offered their entire 
facilities including catering and accommodation. The airfield was 
thrown open to the puЫic for the last day and competitors and visiting 
jumpers organised team jumping for the puЫic. 

At one time it seemed that we could have а repetition of the 1968 
Nationals, when the poor weather prevented the meet even starting. 
The individual accuracy event began in conditions of а very strong 
upper wind which made the event more а spotting than an accuracy 
contest. Throughout the event variaЫe winds produced some 
surprises, and some good accuracy men failed to jump to form. ln this 
competition luck with the conditions played а blg part. The style event 
was conducted against а perfect viewing backdrop of high cloud and 
excellent visibllity, the judges couldn't fail to see penalties . . .  and 
continued to call the slightest undershoot. The style jumpers tended to 
slow as the long day wore on, and the final jumper left the Army 
lslander at eight at night, making а working day of thirteen hours and 
five style competition jumps. 

The judges and officials worked the usual long Nationals hours and 
the meet finished with the team accuracy event on the final day. То my 
mind just one thing spoiled the competition. ln the third round of 
individual accuracy, John Bertrand, with 180 jumps and in his first 
meet had а malfunction, cut away, and knocked himself unconcious on 
his arrival under the modified 24ft. Не was told to rest for the day and in 
my hearing was assu red he would Ье allowed to complete the event. As 
it turned out he was allowed to jump but his scores, as the event had 
been completed, were not allowed to stand. Не appealed to the jury, 
but it was thrown out. lt was dismissed on the strict interpretation of the 
rules, but if every rule had been adhered to the competition would 
never have started. lt did seem а pity that а jumper with such potential 
in accuracy should in his first competition Ье so harshly treated. lf his 
scores would have been allowed to stand he would have finished fourth 
in the individual accuracy event. Well done John Bertrand! 
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Revised lnstructors/Ciubs Lists 
BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION INSTRUCTORS 

ADVANCED RATINGS (EXAMINERS) Harrlson, J. Old Warden 2734 

Name Club ВРА No Henry, Т. S.A.S. 3110 

Acraman, R. S. R.A.P.A. 444 Herbert, С. Singapore 1866 

Anderson, В. А.Р.А .  4590 Hewltt, В. N. Northern Para 6023 

Boot, W. G. T/Valley 3930 Hlll, А. V. В.Р.С. 193 

Catt, W. А . А .  С. 415 Holt, А. С. Northern Para 2224 

Card, R. G. А.Р.А .  1927 Hull, R. J. R.A.P.A. 8878 

Crocker, J. Т. South Staffs 2066 Jarrett, R. G. Parachute Regiment 8370 

English, J. А. Northern Para 3767 Johnson, А. Т. R.A. F.S.P.A. 898 

Gardner, Е. А. J. Parachute Regiment 178 Johnson, J. V. W. Old Warden 119 

Griffiths, R. Green Jackets 115 Jones, А. Parachute Regiment 1886 

Hounsome, N. С. T/Valley 1598 Jones, D. J. R.A. F.S. Р.А .  6979 

Hughes, D. А.Р. А .  116 Kemley, J. М. А.Р.А . 1952 

Jackson, М. L. R.E. 343 Кlrkham, R. N. R.A.F.S.P.A. 6498 

Jacobs, К. Е. R.A.F.S.P.A. 471 
Lewington, Е. Parachute Regiment 5382 

Jerstice, В. Lancs. 2101 Lonsdale, R. С. R.E.M.E. 1151 

Lalng, J. R.A.P.A. 1323 Loutitt, 1. А. Hereford 4001 

McLoughlln, J. Е. R.A.F.S.P.A. 175 Maddy, W. R.E.M.E. 1430 

Mapplebeck, К. R.A.F.S.P.A. 1035 Мау, С. South Staffs 2643 

Middleton, J. S. Р. Centre 7618 Melville, L. W. 7 R.Н.А. 1016 

Martin, М. А. А.Р.А.  1444 Miller, 1. G. Yorks. 772 

McOueen, А. S. А.Р. А .  4318 McCarthy, D. R.A.P.A. 949 

Meacock, W. J. Peterborough 578 McCauley, Peterborough 4416 

Peacock, D. R.A.F.S.P.A. 125 McGill, J. А. 7 R.Н.А. 2066 

Raine, G. Р. А .Р .А .  2229 Maclennen, W. М. Golden Lions 4060 

Reed, М. Yorks. 596 McNaughton, D. Parachute Regiment 417 

Rumney, С. S. Р. Centre 9492 Morrison, А. А.Р. А .  4848 

Runacres, R. J. R.A.P.A. 338 NоЫе, К. Northern Para 4298 

Shea-Simonds, G. С. Р. S. Р. Centre 475 NoЫe-NesЫtt, R. Northern Para 6461 

Sherman, Р. W. Old Warden 4757 Norris, J. R.A.F.S. P.A. 2363 

Slattery, W. Р. Nomad 258 O'Brien, М. J. В.Р.С. 332 

Stephenson, Е. W. S.A.S. 7699 O'Brlen, R. L. S. Р. Centre 3550 

Turner, Р. W. R.E. 220 Ollver, А. R. R.A.F.S.P.A. 2518 
Oxley, Т. Е. R.A.P.A. 1442 
Parker, А. Н. А.Р.А. 3138 
Parklnson, Н. Е. R.A.F.S.P.A. 3276 
Parry, R. Lancs 2735 

APPROVED RATING Patrick, J. 7 R.Н.А. 1781 
Name Club ВРА No. Payne, D. С. Golden lions 2370 
Addison, N. F. R.A. F.S.P.A. 2566 Рее\, F. S. Р. Centre 7096 
Armour, А. М. А Р А  5649 Perkins, R. G. G. Peterborough 7794 
Andreau, М. А.Р. А .  1645 Price, А. J. R. М. 5489 
Aveling, М. F. Parachute Regiment 7450 Prin, О. Peterborough 6559 
Beard, J. А. Green Jackets 2050 Prince, D. Lancs 1880 
Bennet, D. R.A.F.S.P.A. 3024 Pusey, D. С. Parachute Regiment 2598 
Blrch, D. Т. R.A.P.A. 3036 Railton, К. R.A.P.A. 5932 
Black, А. R.E. 1106 Reddick, J. А.Р.А. 349 
Born, А. R. R.A.F.S.P.A. 2661 Rees, в. 7 R.Н. А .  874 
Bowles, J. А. R.A.P.A. 1237 Reiter, R. S. Р. Centre 4931 
Boxall, J. Hereford 5455 Ritchie, W. Sport Para Centre 6632 
Burns, R. Sport Para Centre 3445 Rixon, Т. Embassy Womens Team 1250 
Cameron, К. А.Р.А.  7372 RoЫnson, R. J. Parachute Regiment 4059 
Cathro, G. Parachute Regiment 1547 Rose, А. R.M.S.P.C. 2587 
Cavanagh, Р. D. Lancs. 2817 Rymer, D. R.A.P.A. 5967 
Cockburn, А. М. R.A.P.A. 2749 Sansom, D. В. Parachute Regiment 3232 
Coie, А. J. N. В.Р.С. 346 Savage, D. Nomad 1671 
Cooper, А. Е. Manchester 3026 Scarret, W. Т. Malaysia 1428 
Crawley, Т. Green Jackets 343 Schofield, В. s. Parachute Regiment 2332 
Dale, А. J. R.A.F.S.P.A. 845 Scott, R. S. S.A.S. 2899 
Daubney, J. Е. S.A.S. 2290 Seeger, R. А. М. R.M. (Singapore) 495 
David, В. А. Peterborough 822 Shone, G. В. R.A.P.A. 2245 
Deakln, М. D. R.A.F.S.P.A. 4239 Smith, Е. Н. S.A.S. 759 
Day, т. J. w. Met. Police 1705 Smith, J. F. Nomad 3847 
Desoldato, D. S. Р. Centre 3764 Silander, S. R.A.F.S. P.A. 3377 
Dinneen, К. J. R.A.F.S.P.A. 3507 Souter, R. F. R.A.F.S. P.A. 5594 
Dickson, Т. G. Scottish 472 Standring, В. R. Parachute Regiment 2191 
Dlxon, А. С. R.E.M.E. 6174 St. John, L. N. Е. В.Р.С. 257 
Elliott, W. Е. А.Р. А .  4064 Tayior, М. Old Warden 1982 
Ellis, G. А.Р.А .  3432 Walmsley, J. Patachute Regiment 930 
Fernie, W. G. Scottish 1859 Ward, М. R. L. R.M. 5741 
Forsdyke, J. К. South Staffs 3027 Wright, J. Parachute Regiment 1298 
Forster, N. J. R.A.F.S.P.A. 5783 Whitney, D. М. Parachute Regiment 2163 
Francis, R. S. Р. Centre 3437 Wllliams, J. Thames Valley A/S 5343 
Fuller, 1. T/Valley 5532 Wllson, J. W. R.A.P.A. 2900 
Hackett, D. R.M. 878 Wlnwood, М. J. А.Р.А.  2319 
Hagan, Т. Nomad 1930 Wlseman, J. М. S.A.S. 2183 
Harper, 1. R.A.F.S.P.A. 5543 Wittke, R. R.A.P.A. 2505 
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BRITISH РдRдСНUТЕ дSSOCIATION LTD 
FULL TIME CLUBS 

Peterborough Para. Centre 
Sibson Airfield, 
Peterborough 

Thames Valley дirsports Club 
Compton Abbas Airfield, 
Nr. Shaftesbury, Oorset. 

The Sport Parachute Centre 
Grindale Field, Bridlington, 
Yorkshire. 
Yorkshire Parachute Club 
Great Carr Farm, 
Кirby Misperton, 
Nr. Malton, Yorkshire. 

W. J. Meacock 
(at club address) 
Sibson Airfield 
Tel: Elton 289. 
М. de Cartier, 
The Cottage, Parhams Hill, 
Ludwell, Shaftesbury, Oorset. 
Tel: Donhead 482. 
G. С. Р. Shea-Simonds 
(at club address). 
Tel: 0262-77367. 
М. Reed 
(at club address). 
Tel: Кirby Misperton 256. 

WEEK-END CLUBS 
British Parachute Club А. V. Hill, 
Headcorn Airfield, 18 St Leonards Court, 
Ashford, Kent. Westhill Road, St. L. on Sea, 

Brunel University 
Skydiving Club 

с/о Students Union, 
Brunel University, Uxbridge, 
Middx. (Brunel Students only) 

Sussex. 
Tel: Hastings 33383. 
The Secretary 
(at club address). 

Hereford Parachute Club 1. Loutitt, 
Shobdon Aerodrome, 36 Park Street, 
Shobdon. Leominster. Hereford Hereford. 
lndependent Skydivers G. Walsh, 
Swansea Aerodrome, 32 Longfellow Gardens, 
Swansea. Machen, Newport, Mon. 
Lancastrian Parachute Club В. Jerstice, 

Manchester Free Fall Club 
Tilstock D.Z. 
Twenlows Hall Farm, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire. 
Manchester Parachute Club 

181 Bradley Lane, Standish, 
Wigan, Lancs. 
Tel: Standish 3356. 
R. W. Dyson, 
25 Woodbridge Road, Flixton, 
Manchester, МЗ1 2RH. 

А. Е. Cooper, 
8 Longford Avenue, Stretford, 
Manchester, Lancs. 

Martlesham Heath Para Club R. G. Perkins, 
Martlesham Heath Aerodrome. 30 Mons Way, 
Nr. lpswich, Suffolk. Bromley, Kent. 
Metropolitan Police О. Anderson, 

Parachute Club 69 Monkhams Lane, 
Nuthampstead Airfield, Herts. Woodford G reen. Essex. 
North West Para Centre J. О. Prince, 
Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, 21 The Coppice, lngol, 
Nr. Grange over Sands, Preston, Lancs. 
Lancs. 
Paraclan Parachute Club 
Charter Hall, Nr. Berwick. 

Southern Skydiving Club 
Sandown Airport, 
Sandown, I.O.W. 
Scottlsh Parachute Club 
Strathalan Castle, 
Auchterarder, Perthshire. 

South Staffordshlre 
Skydlvlng Club 

Halfpenny Green Aerodrome, 
Bobbington, Worcs. 
Northumbria Parachute Club 
Sunderland Airport, 
Washington Road, 
Sunderland. Со Ourham. 
Vauxhall Skydiving Club 
Halfpenny Green Aerodrome, 
BobЫngton, Worcs. 
(Vauxttall Motors only) 

О. С. Payne, 
13 Boswell Orive, Kinghorn. 
Fife. 
С. Е. Mitchell 
(at club address). 

Miss А. Mundell, 
б Coltpark Avenue. 
Bishopbriggs, 
Glasgow С64 2АТ. 
G. Webster, 
Brake Lane, We:;t Hagley, 
Stourbridge, Worcs. 
Tel: Hagley 3993. 
Chief lnstructor 
(at club address). 
Tet: Boldon 7530. 

G. Е. Mitchell, 
9 Kennedy Close. 
Newton, Chester СН2 2PL 
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R.S.д. Parachute Club 
Blackbushe Aerodrome. 
Camberley, Surrey. 

R. S. Acraman, 
7 Chartwell, The Hatches, 
Frimley Green, Surrey. 
Tel: Оеер Cut 5170. 

EXPERIENCED PдRдCHUTISTS ONL У 
Nomad Skydlving Team R. О. King, 

Old Warden Flying and 
Parachute Group 

The 'Chuting Stars' 
Display Team 

The Embassy Womens 
Free Fall Team 

Boughton дluph Skydivers 

66 Westbury Crescent, 
Oxford. 
R. О. King, 
66 Westbury Crescent, 
Oxford. 
О. Waterman, 
94 Hamlet Gardcns, 
London, W.б. 
Miss Tracy Rixon, 
11 Ь Keswick Road, 
East Putney, London. SW15 
Tel: 01.874.0385 
L. N. Е. St. John, 
'Malthouse', Pilgrims Way, 
Boughton Aluph, Nr. Ashford, 
Kent. 

SERVICE дSSOCiдTIONS, CLUBS дND TEAMS 
Army Parachute Association Chief lnstructor, 

А.Р.А. Centre, Airfield Camp. 
Netheravon, Wiltshire. 

Rhine дrmy Chief lnstructor, 
Parachute Association R.A.P.A. Centre,. 

S.T.C. Sennelagcr, 
B.F.P.O. 16. 

Joint Servlces Sport Para Mr. С. Herbert, 
Assoclation J.S.S.P.A., G.P.O. Вох 2285. 

G.P.O. Singapore, B.F.P.O. 164 
R.д.F. Sport Parachute Flt. Lt. Р. Burgess, 

Association Ноп. Sec. RAFSPA, 
R.A.F. Weston оп the Green. 
Nr. Bicester, Охоп. 

Parachute Regiment Free Fall Major В. S. Schofield, 
Club Para Regt. Free Fall Team, 

Browning Bks .. Aldershot, 
Hants. 
Tel: Aldershot 24431 Ext 2446. 

Royal Marines Sport Chief lnstructor, 
Parachute Club ITC, Royal Marines, 

Lympstone. Exmouth, Devon. 
Tel: Topsham 3781. 

Cyprus Comblned Services S/Sgt R. G. Card, 
Sport Parachute Club R.A.F. Dhekelia, 

B.F.P.O. 53. 

7 Parachute Regiment R.Н.д. Capt. J. М. Patrick, R.H.A., 
(The Black Knights) 7 Parachute Regimcnt RHA., 

Lille Bks .. Aldershot, Hants. 
Tel: Aldershot 24431 Ext 3542. 

R.E.M.E. Free Fall Team W.O.II. R. С. Lonsdale, 
16 Para Workshop R.E.M.E .. 
Arnhem Bks., Aldershot, Hants. 
Tel: Aldershot 24431 Ext 3520. 

Royal Green Jackets Mr. J. А. Beard. 
Free Fall Team 40 Brill Close, Сох Green, 

Maidenhead. Bcrkshire. 
Tel: Maidenhead 25195. 

22 Speclal дlr Service Sgt. В. Anderson, 
Parachute Club 'О' Sqn., 22.S.A.S., 

Bradbury Lines, Hereford. 
Golden Lions Parachute Club Cpl. 1. Gray, 

Glencorse Barracks, 
Milton Bridge, Penicuik, 
Midlothian, Scotland. 

Lincoln Pathfinders Mr. 1. G. Miller, 
Free Fall Club 14 Copse Road, Ashby, 

Scunthorpe, Lincs. 



FROM HALF WAY IN BETWEEN 

The idea of this article started as 1 was опсе more sitting 
half way across the Atlantic in а si lver time capsule, 
being projected through space to the great metropol is  of 
America. where al l  is possiЬie and is. 

Looking through the windows my eyes wandered far 
down from the deep indigos high above, to the ice Ьlue of 
infinity below, and perhaps 1 could barely see the tiny dot­
like flies of yet another star forming. 

ln the warmth of jet isolation and lulled Ьу the drowsy 
hum of tireless turЬines, 1 reflected back оп а glorious and 
perhaps never to Ье repeated summer of jumping, in fact 
theyearofthe Sky Van and Britain's real Ьirth into relative 
work. Воу, was 1 going to have some stories to tell the 
chaps back in the States. ln fact 1 distinctly remembered 
the typical huge grin оп the five foot nothing frame of the 
infamous Bil l  Hammell. Only а few months before in fact, 
February 1971, when he had just captained the first eight 
man Star to success оп the East Coast at Lakewood, to 
think 1 could now sport proudly information of the British 
12. 

1 had had а letter from Andy Keech AFI asking me to join 
their 10 man star team at Pelican Land out of Washington. 
lt  seemed that name of fame had travelled although Andy 
and all the bad lads of Pelican Land are great friends of 
mine and Andy had come over in the summer and stayed 
with me and saw some of our Sky Van capers. 

Andy, Ьу the way, is the only jumper in the U.S. who 
succeeded to arrange а jump from а Sky Van in the U.S. 
but believe me if you think we have proЬiems oblaining the 
aircraft, that was their first and last time, 'nough said. 

lf you know about parachuting you сап imagine the rest 
of the story. Andy had Ьееп here getting photos for his 
l ibrary and was now planning to get some star shots over 
Maryland after waiting for the hazy summer days to fade 
to the arrival of the free fall photographers dream. The 
crisp clear skies of Autumn. The first weekend Andy had 
arranged for me to do an ExhiЬition jump with h im at the 
Great Росопо race track Up State, New York, for the 
Catholic Missionary's charity. 

Davy Quinn flew the infamous Big Jake up, ап old 
Cessna 192 work horse, with Andy and another two lads. 
1 met them in Росопо, having driven up from New York 
City. lt didn't take long to know that 1 was back in the land 
of the care-free jumpers. After what had seemed to Ье а 
good touch down, Big Jake decided ап orthodox landing 
was getting а little boring and suddenly careered first опе 
way in а 45° g round loop then the other way, which was 
а little disconcerting for me as 1 had walked to the runway 
half way down for an earlier greeting and for а moment it 
looked like а bad d ream and а dead certain candidate for 
the Chop Suey treatment. Finally Big Jake turned the 
other way, and after more lurching and а couple of 
pirouettes on the opposite grass verge, straightened itself 
out and headed past me with much grinning and waving 
from the occupants. 

After а successful parking, the lads piled out with Davy 
saying "Must have Ьееп some oil оп the runway when 1 
braked. anyway good practice, you never know when you 
may need some of this fancy landing experience". 

Davy flies jets in his spare time away from his jumping 
for United Airlines. This comment was followed Ьу the 
ominous rattle and clatter as а couple of empty beer cans 
came rolling out from Big Jake and plopped on to the 
ground, fol lowed Ьу sheepish grins from all .  
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We had а great t ime i n  the evening and were presented 
with presents of ornamental beads from the South Sea 
lslan

_
d missio�aires and а fifth of Johnny Walker Ьу the 

M1ssюnary pr1ests, and а guy who owned а mountain 
with а couple of hotels and ski trials on it. 

So if you see me wear i ng beads around а drop zone ­
no cracks. 1 may Ье а Clockwork Orange Drop Out but 1 
am not Clockwork. 

Sunday was а hairy day, but glad to say not Ьloody. After 
testing the wind, which was done Ьу leaning into it, we 
decided we couldn't let the good people down, as we were 
the highl ight of the show. 

After many Ьlessings from well intentioned priests and 
Ьishops, we set out with Davy using the race track as а 
runway, which was another occasion to reflect that there 
must Ье easier ways to enjoy oneself. You see there was 
this 200 ft high grandstand we had to clear, but anyway 
Big Jake made it. 

The first couple of jumps we managed to hit, the only Ьit 
of ореп ground amongst the obstacles in the middle of the 
track but for the last оп е we could never have gone home 
feeling like real fearless super-jock parachutists. 

Without droppiпg right iп froпt of the maiп graпdstaпd, 
there was по salvage оп this оп е, о псе committed that was 
that. More Ьlessiпgs from пervous priests and Bishops 
апd me looking for а Cardiпal just to hedge my bet апd 
then decidiпg the опlу real God that would do me any 
good was Апdу who was doing the spotting. 

Boy did 1 kiss his arse when we al l  made it  оп to the track. 
Росопо raceway for the uninitiated as were the Yanks, 
do their racing, like similar, lпdi 500 оп baпked tracks 
'dig'. 

А guy we nickпamed Super Dego, alias Aпdreo Aпdret­
ty, who was or is the curreпt holder of the l ndi 500 was 
doing s�me fапсу demo stuff for the kids, so we thought it 
appropr1ate to go for а little spiп with h im which 
immediately recoпfirmed my reasoпs Ьеуопd all doubl 
why do 1 jump out of aeroplanes. 

Next sessioп was down in Pelican Laпd where the real 
stuff started. We had the twiп beach 'sea photo' апd were 
gettiпg plenty of altitude апd take поtе you mопеу 
whiпers, 7 bucks а throw. 1 soon пoticed the same old 
proЬiems we had here and i n  Californ ia  iп  the early days. 
А lot of guys with а lot of taleпt апd aЬility, but по kпow­
ledge апd techпique. 

1 was kiпd of adopted as coach, 1 wil l  coпtinue wheп the 
sniggeriпg has subsided, апd eveпtually after а couple of 
weekeпds, started gettiпg results, f iпally puttiпg some 
worthwhile stars together. 

We got our 10 mап оп my last weekend of this stay iп 
the States. Му conclusion is my frieпds, take heart, com­
pared to most teams iп the States, despite general belief 
to the coпtrary our standards are very high. 1 know in our 
team i.e. J.  В.  we have tremendous style and exactпess, 
and it takes time to build а star with this method. We wi l l  
have to speed it  up if we want to get some really Ь ig  stars. 
Perhaps J. С. may have the same opiпions too. Му оwп 
opiпions as to how the Yaпks do it is поt so much because 
they are better thaп us, they are just more agressive and 
quicker. They have а lot of busts, but do have the 
weather and people to have а crack at it more often thaп 
we do. Work it  out for yourselves. lt  has Ьееп а toпg time 
siпce they made their 22 man and not а lot of im portant 
news since. 1 certaiпly think we have the necessary 
number of сараЬiе people to try for а real Ьig one. 



We certainly have an aircraft which is one plus for us 
which our buddies in the U.S. lack. What say you J .  С .  Lets 
get it together this summer! With two teams, we could 
really stitch up that European and Commonwealth title 
and maybe even the World. Why not? 

Also, while 1 am on the subject of parachuting (what 
else?) a l l  you enc rusted die-hard acc uracy men. who 
swear Ьу their trusty P.C's and such old fashioned equip­
ment. Beware the plane. 

Watch the World Championships. This year 1 predict 
numbers one and two positions, if not three, going to the 
planes. 1 watched many artists perform in the States. 

1 watched Schapansky wiп it iп the U.S. receпtly. Не 
stomped 12 out of 15 D.C.'s at а meet апd 1 watched mапу 
others do the same. Shu ltz wоп the Pelican МЕРА meet 
on опе with such ease it made the rest look like it was а 
real fiasco. 

1 сап hear the moans поw. Doп't worry lads, pleпty of 
пеw studeпts to sell those old P.C.'s to. 

Sir, Sir, wake up. "What What, jump, jump, you say". 
No sir we're iп Lопdоп. What back iп London already. 
"Christ what ап 'orriЬie shock to wake to." That steward­
ess was the nearest thiпg to Jim Crocker iп а ВОАС sky­
Ьirds uпiform l 'm ever likely to see. Nothiпg like the 
adverts with a l l  those luscious lookiпg things sayiпg 
"coffee. tea or me", апd making your imagiпation boggle 
апd ruп amock. Remiпds me must try TWA next time. Up 
Up апd away, hey hey. 

Signcd lan Mcrrick, S. C.R. 665 
or Clockwork Orange Drop Out No. 1 1  if you prefer. 

P.S. А word for the puпdits who for years have been 
itching to kпow what l 'm doiпg with those Ьig bags leaviпg 
а trail of ruptured porters behiпd me. lts not роrпо films 
l 'm smuggling, its parachutes. How do you thiпk Schofield 
got started, they don't allow any of that sort of stuff оп 
Traпsport Commaпd, you kпow. Also not forgetting 
special coпsistency supplies of cold rice puddiпg from а 
secret recipe devised Ьу а опе legged Navaho lndiaп 
jumper who siпce died last year while developiпg а fool­
proof emergency reserve system which was to operate Ьу 
seпdiпg coded smoke sigпals in ап emergeпcy to the 
grouпd c rew who theп operated the reserve wheп they 
saw the correct smoke sigпal. Alas he dropped the 
matc hes. The rice pudding is used to sustaiп Bill Paul апd 
Committee members оп leпgthy couпcil meetiпgs to 
decidewho gets to have the last waltz with Mrs Paul at the 
Аппuаl Charity Ball .  
P.P.S. Just iп case any of you are interested, 1 do have 
rather а good line in 8mm. See you arouпd the drop zопе. 

/. М. 

Letter .. 
Mr. J. Meacock 

Dear Johп, 

5th June, 1972 

1 feel that it is about time that 1 wrote to you, поt i n  my 
positioп as Chairmaп of the В.Р.А., but as Chief lпstructor 
of the British Parachute Club. 

1 am extremely сопсеrпеd with the poor service we as 
parachtJtists are receiving from suppliers of equipment in 
this couпtry. 1 persoпally have had on order from Sport 
Para-Services since the end of February various items of 
equipmeпt some of which iпclude Ripcords maпufactured 
Ьу G.O. Parachute Со. Ltd., and some which iпclude 
Americaп equфment such as Pilot Chutes, etc. 

1 have already received some of my order from Sport 
Para-Services, but have Ьееп waiting for three moпths 
поw for а Ьаlапсе of Ripcords, which 1 supplied samples 
of, and the Pilot Chutes. 1 am sure you will agree this is 
extremely frustratiпg wheп you are trying to ruп а club and 
keep complete rigs iп  use. 

1 am not writiпg this letter to have а Ьitch at Sport Para­
Services iп particular as they are obviously not gettiпg 
support from the manufacturers. Regardiпg the Pilot 
Chutes, 1 uпderstand from Penny Schofield that she 
саппоt get these from the U.S.A. апd 1 would appreciate 
heariпg from other clubs whether they know of an alterna­
tive supplier who has them iп stock. lt may еvеп Ье that 
you may coпsider writing to some of the larger American 
equipmeпt suppliers апd get them to advertise in our 
jourпal,  also coпfirming what sort of delivery period they 
сап offer оп their stock. 

lпcideпtal ly, 1 kпow 1 am not alone iп my gripe as several 
other jumpers have complaiпed to me about loпg 
deliveries of equipmeпt. 

Yours sincerely, 
L.N.E. ST. JOHN 
Chief lпstructor- British Parac hute Club. 

Editor's Note 

1 get тапу comp/aiпts about poor service from some 
suppliers, and receпtly had а most extraordiпary 
experieпce myself, when after orderiпg а пеw para­
chute from а British ageпt, had delivered а parachute 
which сап оп/у Ье described as 'shop soiled'. 1 seпt 
it back. 
Try Para Gear for pilot chutes if you are sti/1 haviпg 
trouЬ/e with your supplier. 

THOMAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT 
Directors: J. L. Thomas & G. Thomas 

F.A.A. LICENSED RIGGER No. 4085459 
"LOFTY'S" LOFT, 62 SHELSON AVENUE, FELTHAM, MIDDLESEX 

Telephone: 01-890 2137 
ALL SPORT PARACHUTE REQUIREMENTS 

REPAIRS AND MODIFICATIONS, CUSTOM MADE PACKS AND HARNESS, FRENCH PARABOOTS 
SOLE U.K. AGENT FOR IRVING SPORT PARACHUTES 

JUMP SUITS (Small, Medium and Large Sizes) in Blue, White, Red and Yellow 
PARAWINGS BLACK DIAMOND RIGS 

New Stock of FRENCH PARABOOTS 
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Oh What the Hell it's only а Buckshee Demo 
Ьу SGT. DON McNAUGHTON 

For those who don't know me 1 was one of the 
original members of the Parachute Regiment Free 
Fall Team founded in 1964, now known as "The Red 
Devils". For the next seven years 1 served with this 
team watching it mature from а group of slap happy 
but enthusiastic sky divers to one of the most pro­
fessional and dedicated body of parachutists in the 
world. Having said that, let me now say 1 do not 
intend to use this article for patronising the Red 
Devils nor dabЫing in а memoir type of reflection of 
my parachuting past. What you will Ье reading for 
the next few minutes is advice on how а parachuting 
demonstration should Ье carried out, based on my 
own practical experience picked up the hard way 
over the years. 

For those of us who have done Parachute Demon­
strations the above title is not а new phrase, we have 
all heard it, mostly from those who are green to the 
job but who do have а few successful ones under 
their belt. We also tend to hear it from you know who, 
who has just arrived in the Show Ground after doing 
а three point landing on the bonnet of the organisers 
Rolls in the parking lot. This off the cuff attitude to­
wards Demonstrations 1 believe never really leaves 
most parachutists, no matter how long in the tooth 
they are. The possible reasons for this are, а Satur­
day afternoons demonstration being looked upon as 
an extension of а Saturday mornings Sky Diving, or 
someone else is paying for the lift so this is а gift 
opportunity to take the aircraft to the moon and put 
that forty man star together that everyone has been 
hoping to do. There are others but these are mainly 
personal ones applying only to the individuals in­
volved. 

Before we go too far into this 1 think it is worth 
while setting out in Black and White just what а Para­
chute Demonstration is. А Parachute Display agreed 
upon to Ье done Ьу а named number of parachutists, 
between the head of the parachutists and the 
organisers who wish the Display to Ье made. This is 
done with the Department of Trade and lndustry, 
who are in overall control and whose recommenda­
tions must Ье obeyed. Of course there is а lot more 
form filling to it than this, what 1 have put down is the 
Ваге Bones. What we as parachutists have done 
once the Drop Zone Area has been reconnoitred 
Ьу us and passed Ьу the Department of Trade and 
1 ndustry is to g ive verbal and written assu rances that 
we can and will land Ьу parachute in that area. 
Before you all start gagging on this forced egg 
sucking, l'm sure you will all agree that in the past 
there has been а multiple of variations on this. 

The key man during any parachute desceпt is the 
Jumpmaster, this is magnified а hundred times over 
on а Demonstration. The Jumpmaster can make or 
break а Parachute Display even with the best of 
weather conditions to work with. Не is the man that 
must make the decisions and they must Ье the right 
ones. Не must have confidence in himself and the 
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men under him must have confidence in him. This is 
important, for if the parachutists are not prepared to 
оЬеу his orders, then you will have anarchy in the 
aircraft, which if allowed to happen can take the 
form of the other parachutists forcing their way into 
the door on the Streamer Run, checking that the 
Jumpmaster really does put it over the D.Z., or а 
number of the Jumpers not carrying out the 
manoeuvres asked of them, but going off and doing 
their own thing. 1 know these infringements go on, 
for 1 in the past have been guilty of them and many 
more. What 1 find hard to understand now is, that 
Demos like these do work but not through any 
controlled team work, dumb luck takes over. А 
Demonstration Jumpmaster must have qualities that 
put him head and shoulders above the rest and he 
must at all times Ье aware of his responsiЬilities to 
the parachutist under his charge. lt takes а Ьigger 
man to cancel а Demo after dropping the Streamer 
than one who elects to go knowing the conditions 
are "Dodgey". 

А Parachute Demonstration is dangerous. On 
approaching а display this should always Ье kept 
firmly in the Jumpmasters mind and all the jumpers 
involved in the display should Ье made to realise 
this. This may sound like egg sucking again but 1 
find parachutists who have done а lot of Sky Diving 
but little display work, tend to treat it with to say the 
least, gay abandon. This attitude must Ье dispelled 
Ьу the Jumpmaster Ьу asserting his authority over 
the display, and it is done in this manner. First, each 
parachutists will Ье allocated а task on the display 
and made to understand that nothing else is 
expected. Second, when mounting а Demo the air­
craft will normally take off from an airfield or airport. 
Неге you have aid and assistance at your finger tips, 
in the form of а Met Office and Air Traffic Control or 
а phone to contact them. When parachuting into а 
strange and in most cases а tight Drop Zone, you 
want everything going for you. Leave nothing to 
chance, find out how how crowded the sky is likely 
to Ье, what cloud cover you have and most important 
of all the wind speed and direction at 1000 feet levels 
up to your maximum planned height for the Demo. 
Once you have all this information make it known to 
the parachutists, it is important that they are all kept 
in the picture. Thirdly, the briefing of the pilot. lf the 
pilot is known to you and you both have done this 
sort of thing before then the briefing сап normally Ье 
carried out during the handshake. But if he has never 
dropped parachutists before or has but not with you 
then you want to make the briefing as full and com­
plete as possible. The pilot you must рау particular 
attention to is the one who has dropped Jumpers 
before but not you. Неге you must make it clear to 
him that he understands your type of signals and 
that he will react to them in the way you have asked. 
ln short you wish to Brain Wash him of all other 
haЬits he may have picked up. А successful briefing 



is опе where all the mеп laпd оп the Drop Zопе апd 
it was dопе so Ьу поt haviпg to say опе word to the 
pilot. lt's failed wheп you fiпd yourself giviпg 
correctioпs, Ьу thumping the pilot оп the back of the 
head with а rolled streamer. 

Most Jumpmasters do all this pre-jump work with­
out thiпkiпg but it's best that it is sееп to Ье dопе Ьу 
the rest of the Jumpers. Еvеп ап aircraft full of Gold 
Wiпg holders waпt to see the job beiпg takeп 
seriously. There is по room iп this game for playiпg 
it off the cuff. 

Оп а display а D.Z. party is а must, although 1 have 
fouпd the quality of а D.Z. party will vary from per­
soп to persoп. They have the iпvaluaЫe use of layiпg 
out the Drop Zone, keepiпg the spectators апd 
�rgaпise_rs informe� апd if you have it, supplyiпg 
1пformatюп Ьу radю to the aircraft. lп my mапу 
w1th the Red Devils radio commuпicatioп betweeп 
D.Z. and aircraft was always staпdard practice but 
at times 1 found it was а luxury 1 could well do with­
out. 

The head of the Drop Zone party, о псе he is at the 
Show Ground is very much оп the spot. lf the wind is 
Ыowiпg а bit above the safety limit, he may fiпd it 
easier to lie to the parachutists over the radio rather 
than face the orgaпisers at the last miпute to say 
they are now preseпted with а thirty miпute Ыапk in 
their programme. This act is crimiпal, as the Jump­
ers поw fiпd themselves assessiпg а situatioп 
loaded with false iпformation. The Streamer tells 
them that they have stroпg wiпds for most of their 
time uпder the сапору but their D.Z. party say the 
grouпd wiпds are light. This meaпs the parachutist 
will Ье closing the Drop Zопе early for their fiпal 
approach, which may well put them iп daпger of 
over shootiпg. 1 stopped couпtiпg loпg ago the 
пumber of times this particular stuпt has been pulled 
оп me апd it is of по coпsolatioп to hear from other 
display teams that 1 am поt the опlу опе that this 
happeпs to. Which is рrоЬаЫу why 1 always have а 
little chuckle to myself wheп 1 recall the story Peter 
Shermaп tells of how after bouпciпg halfway across 
а particular Show Grouпd, followiпg assuraпces Ьу 
radio that the grouпd wiпds were пothiпg to worry 
a�out, he pulled the cross iп оп other passes, leaviпg 
h1s commeпtator cum-D.Z. mап, who was iп full 
throated cry а5 to what wa5 comiпg пехt, to explaiп 
to the crowd апd orgaпiser5 that there wasп't goiпg 
to Ье апу more. 

Му word here to all D.Z. persoппel i5 do your job 
properly, you have а responsiЬility to the parachu­
tist, humaп life is iпvolved so have the guts to make 
the right deci5ioпs. lf you are поt iп radio com­
muпicatioп with the aircraft make suitaЫe arraпge­
meпts for grouпd to air sigпals that will tell the 
Jumpmaster that а caпcellatioп is suggested. 

lf the D.Z. party have а respoпsiЬility for humaп 
life theп 50 ha5 the Jumpma5ter but much more so. 
Не is the опе with all the iпformatioп, he has 
dr<?pped the streamer апd assessed the орепiпg 
ро1пt, he kпow5 the people he i5 leadiпg, kпows their 
capabllities апd their weakпesse5. No two Demos 
сап Ье approached the same way, before the aircraft 
leaves the grouпd the Jumpmaster must have made 
up his miпd as to how it is to Ье carried out апd every-
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oпe takiпg part kпows what they have to do. То start 
choppiпg апd chaпgiпg iп the aircraft опlу leads to 
coпfusioп, it is far better to work out а programme 
that is flexiЫe eпough to meet апу forseeaЫe prob­
lems. 

lt is the job of the Jumpmaster to see that the 
display is а success апd а successful display is опе 
where all the parachutists iпvolved have laпded 
safely оп the agreed Demoп5tratioп Area. Aпythiпg 
less is а failure по matter what is dопе iп the skies 
over the Show Grouпd, the fiпish of the jump must 
Ье the safe arrival arouпd the cro5s of all the 
jumpers, 1 саппоt pre5s this poiпt too stroпgly. lп 
my time 1 have repeatedly forced the mеп uпder me 
to restrict the format of а Demo becau5e the D.Z. 
was tight or the wiпd was from а bad aпgle or too 
stroпg, or 1 just didп't trust someoпe to сапу off what 
he would liked to do. 1 would do this mo5tly with 
relative work, which i5 self sati5fyiпg to those iп­
volved but опсе started it i5 hard to make the para­
chuti5t realise that the епd product is to ореп their 
parachute5 over the орепiпg point at or about 2200 
feet. Please don't send me any advice on this as 1 
already have а very good sy5tem that geпerally 
works. The poiпt here is, по system i5 foolproof апd а 
Jumpma5ter саппоt afford to gamЫe with people. 

Pushiпg the limit, this i5 somethiпg we all do. l'm 
поt a5kiпg for а yes or по from апуопе оп this, just 
doп't try forciпg а smile from me Ьу deпyiпg it. There 
are occasioпs wheп we fiпd our5elve5 doiпg this. 
Duriпg my service with the Red Devil5 1 earned 
several thousaпd pouпds iп display fee5 but поt for 
my pocket, it would all Ье put iпto а Ceпtral Fuпd for 
buyiпg пеw equipmeпt, payiпg off С of А'5 for our 
aircraft апd just geпerally keepiпg the team goiпg. 
Demos were our bread апd butter апd had to Ье 
completed or there wa5 а very good сhапсе we 
would fiпd ourselves startiпg а пеw seasoп iп last 
year5Jump5uit5. lп short, по display fees, по team. 

Steppiпg over that safety liпe сап Ье dопе with 
the minimum of daпger as loпg as it is dопе iп cold 
Ыооd апd the people you аге takiпg with you realise 
the risk and аге parachutists you сап trust. 1 have а 
bag full of tip5 for all type5 of limit pushiпg but my 
recommeпdation is doп't. Апу Jumpmaster worth 
his salt kпows exactly what he сап get away with апd 
we all have built iп alarm clocks which tells us where 
а calculated ri5k епd5 апd crimiпal пegligeпce 
begiпs. 

Spottiпg, this i5 ап art as delicate as watch 
makiпg, апd is опlу truly ma5tered after а lot of 5uc­
cessful de5ceпts апd а number of поt 50 5ucce55ful 
опеs. Practice is the key апd there is по better form 
of practicethaп what is acquired duriпg Demonstra­
tioпs. With а display you are either right or wrong 
апd wheп you are right you are very right апd wheп 
you are wroпg you read about it iп the papers the 
пехt day. Неге agaiп the responsiЬility for spottiпg 
lays mainly with theJumpma5ter. Не is the mап who 
must put the streamer out iп the proper place апd 
опсе it has laпded assess the орепiпg poiпt. Опсе 
this has Ьееп dопе апd theJumpmaster has decided 
that coпditioпs аге safe enough to сапу out the 
display, he must make it clear to the pilot апd the 
parachutists where the орепiпg poiпt i5. Thi5 is 



staпdard practice iп all parachutiпg but duriпg а 
display it is vital. 

The Jumpmaster апd those who 
.
are spottiпg 

separate passes must at all times retaiП the1r cool, 
doп't flap. The easiest thing in the world is to say "Oh 
hell this will do", it woп't do, а рапiс spot сап .опlу 
cause trouЫe. There is no real coпcrete adv1ce 1 
сап pass оп here. for spottiпg is а persoпal thiпg you 
have either got the knack or you haveп't. lf you have 
you will kпow because you friends will normally 
leave the seat next to the door for you to sit iп. lf you 
haven't been Ыessed with the technique you will 
also fiпd out. рrоЬаЫу through doiпg one . mа.п 
passes. Опе of the best antidotes to bad spott1П.9 1s 
patieпce. Do поt allow yourself to Ье pressured 1nto 
steppiпg out of the aircraft iп the wroпg �lace. These 
pressures may Ье mапу but the two ":JaiП опеs are, 
the time iп which you have to do t�e d1splay aпd. the 
other parachutists wh<;> are impat1eпt

_
to get go1пg. 

The aпswer to the first 1s to take your t1me апd make 
another pass or as many as you пееd, the orgaпisers 
сап always put the following events back. As for the 
impatieпt members of your pass, 1 recommend t.wo 
fingers of the best Harvey Smith. They may Ье d�IПg 
а Ьit of screamiпg but they will scream а damп s1ght 
louder from the top of the stockmaпs beer teпt. 

Wheп а display team finds themselv�s faced �ith 
cloud 1 have fouпd it best to stay below 1t. The Object 
here is to entertaiп а crowd of spectators апd to do 
this they must Ье аЫе to see the aircraft ruппiпg in, 
the parachutists leaving the aircraft, iп Free Fall апd 
uпder the canopy. Ву going above clouds по matter 
how Ьig the gaps are there is always а good chance 
of the spectators missiпg опе or а пumber of these 
eveпts. 

The пехt subject we deal with is Night Demoп­
stratioп. То my kпowledge по опе. has yet attempted 
this in this country. 1 don't mеап n�ght desceпts опt� 
unrestricted Drop Zoпes or dusk �escents .where 1t 
is still possiЫe to see. 1 mean late n�ght start�ng from 
scratch displays. 

д few issues back iп this magazine we had а very 
good article оп пight parachutiпg iпto Нопg Копg 
Ьу members of the Red Devils. Not just опсе but 
several eveпiпgs iп а row and if ever there should Ье 
а parachutists Victoria Cross struc�. t�ese. men 
should Ье the first iп the queue to rece1ve 1t. W1thout 
belittliпg their feat in апу way 1 feel their success �as 
due more to iroп пerve апd luck than рrераrа�юп 
апd рlаппiпg. 1 do поt intend to go too deeply �пtо 
this апd cover all the пumerous hazards of а N1ght 
Display. lпstead 1 will say forget it, the end r�su.lt.s of 
taking а risk like that is just поt worth the па1l b1t1пg. 
1 will поt dепу it сап't Ье dопе, еvеп under these 
uпpredictaЫe weather con�itions of ou�s. But 1 say 
you could step iпto the sl1p stream w1th portab!e 
radar and а D.Z. homiпg device апd you would st1ll 
Ье takiпg you life iп your haпds. 

Water Displays dопе prop.erly are great fu� апd а 
terrific crowd pleaser but as 1п all parachute �1splays 
there is а daпger. This daпger сап Ье avo1ded Ьу 
following а set of drills and Ьу takiп� ��ove пormal 
precautions with equipment, D.Z. fac111t1es апd staff. 
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First your parachute equipment, use the best you 
have, secoпd best won't do. lf you are worried about 
damage to it theп the choice must Ье made between 
Demo and Equipmeпt. lf salt wat�r is iпv�lved ha�e 
the organisers contact the local F1re Serv1ce to sw1ll 
the parachutes down after the descent. Your dress 
will depeпd оп the aircraft you use and the temper­
ature of the day. One thing 1 recommend that is а 
helmet, people have died through beiпg kпocked 
uпcoпscious because no helmet was worп, you сап 
always take it off апd attach it to your harпess. 
Flotatioп equipment must Ье worп по matter how 
stroпg а swimmer you may Ье. The average cord for 
inflating this gear is пormally minute and it is even 
more so once а harпess has been fitted. То Ье on the 
safe side 1 find it best to attach somethiпg else the 
the cord iп order to make it easier to pull, iп all that 
confusioп of the first few secoпds after splashdowп. 

The drill, if you disregard the geпeral �lap �ou te':ld 
to Ье iп any way, should Ье someth1пg l1ke th1s. 
Helmet off, if you wish, drop reserve, ореп ch�st 
strap, reach over your head апd grasp oppos1te 
riser, опе leg strap off, on touching water release the 
secoпd leg strap. You will theп shoot out of your 
harпess. 

Poiпts to remember, do this iп deep water, you 
could break your back if you strike the bottom. Get 
away from your chute, it will float. Do поt attempt а 
desceпt into water if there is а strong wiпd Ыowing, 
should you Ье caught up in your harness the сапо�у 
could iпflate апd to Ье dragged through the water 1s 
а particular hell you сап do without. The D.Z. party 
should have at least опе powered boat plus other 
row boats, with а parachutists iп each craft. This 
point is particularly importaпt for the proper 
recoveriпg of the Jumpers апd their kit. lt is also 
important to fish the parachutist out first. his equip­
meпt isп't going aпywhere but the boat may have to 
rush off if there is an emergeпcy with опе of the 
other parachutists. 

1 don't expect this article to become the ВiЫе of 
all display work, it is not that iпformative nor could 
any writteп work on this subject ever Ье. For there is 
ап Х Factor that all display parachutists should have 
апd more so with the Jumpmaster. This Х Factor has 
тапу forms, from the quick and accurate assess­
ment of а situatioп to the keeping of the head wheп 
all the sigпals say рапiс. 1 was once told Ьу а para­
chutist frieпd of mine who holds Gold Wiпgs and 1 
respect very much but who himself admits that he 
has only dопе one display, that "Any fool сап do а 
parachute display", the unfortunate thiпg about the 
Rules and Regulations goverпiпg displays in this 
couпtry is, he is right. 

ACCURACY COMPETITION 
The second annual team accuracy competition will Ье 
held at Duck End Farm, Bedrord over the wee� e!ld 30th 
September/1st October. Three man event. S1x JUmps. 
Contact ВоЬ King, 66 Westbury Crescent, Rosehill, 
Oxford. 

Opposite page: . 
Big feet small parachute. John Platt, 1972 Nat10nals. 1 

Photo. Dave Waterman 
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PARARESCUE 
Written Ьу 

Technical Sergeant Curt Phythian, USAF Pararescue 

ln тетагу of Technical Sergeant Williaт J. Flower, who lost his life оп 30 April, 1972 while trainiпg so 
" That Others Мау Live " 

The jungle didn't look l ike an ideal dгор Zone to Coloпel 
Klecingeг as he surveyed the агеа. Somewheгe down 
theгe wеге the survivoгs of а cгashed aiгcгaft. The plane 
had саггiеd some high гanking officials and some news 
commentatoгs. (Егiс Seveгide was one of the newsmeп) 
Buгma in 1 944 was not the best place to c гash an ai гсгаft. 

Colonel Klecingeг wondeгed if his two medic volunteeгs 
would jump when the time came. They had neveг jumped 
Ьеfоге and the Coloпel had only tгied it опсе himself. Не 
was deteгmiпed though to get these people back a l ive. 
Апd so the medical tгio jumped апd speпt а moпth with 
thesurvivoгs while awaitiпg а gгouпd team to get to them. 
This theп was the fiгst of mапу Рагагеsсuе missioпs of the 
U.S. Аiг Fогсе. Fгom this was гealized the пееd fог а 
tгaiпed fогсе of Rescuemeп, сараЫе of jumpiпg апd 
surviviпg in апу coпditioпs while pгovidiпg fог the пeeds 
of the survivors. 

lt's Ьееп а loпg time siпce the 1 940's апd the Рага­
геsсuеmап of today is опе of the best tгaiпed iп the woгld. 

So what does it take to Ье а Pararescueman? Well if he 
сап гuп thгee miles iп 26 m i пutes, swim 2000 yaгds iп 50 
minutes апd make it through some гigoгous cal isteпics 
he'll Ье coпsideгed. Не must Ье а volunteeг fо г Paгachute 
duty апd Diviпg duty. Апd if he is selected fог tгaiпiпg, he 
can look foгwaгd to а уеаг of some of the roughest tгaiпiпg 
апу mi l itaгy сап offeг. Fог а уеаг his i nstгuctoгs will make 
life as гough апd demaпdiпg as they сап. He'll Ье 
haгassed, exeгcised апd dгi l led i п  Rescue woгk uпtil it  is 
his whole life. lf he еvег faulteгs о г  fails to meet the 
staпdards- he's out. Не must thoгoughly believe iп the 
Paгaгescuemaп's Motto- "That Otheгs Мау Live". 

The Pararescue tгаiпее starts his tгaiпiпg with а p re­
coпditioning couгse at Hil l  Аiг Fогсе Base, Utah - the 
home of Рагагеsсuе tгaining. Неге he leaгns what gettiпg 
1пtо shapo really mcans. He'll гun, exoгciso, swim, гun and 
exeгcise some mоге. lf he can keep up he'll staгt foгmal 
Rescue tгaiпiпg. 

Fiгst of all  is medical tгaining at Sheppaгd Аiг Fогсе 
Base, Texas. Неге he is taught advaпced l ife saviпg 
techп iq ues, iпcludiпg miпог surgeгy. This traiпiпg is the 
basis of his aЬi l i ty to save lives, so it is as inteпsive as 
possiЫe. 

Ву the way, а Paгaresc ue tгаiпее пеvег walks while iп 
tгai п iпg.  Не гuпs eveгywheгe. 

The пехt school is the Army Аi гЬогпе school at Ft. 
Benпing, Geoгgia. Неге he leaгns what beiпg а рага­
tгоорег meaпs апd if he makes it, he'll gгaduate with five 
jumps апd his silveг wiпgs. But paгac huting is опlу опе of 
the methods of tгапsрогt he must lеагп. 

Suгvival school at Fairchi ld Аiг Fогсе Base, Washiпgtoп 
is опе of the fun schools. Ву the time he graduates, the 
Рагагеsсuе traiпee w i l l  Ье аЫе to survive iп апу area of the 
woгld, еvеп wheп beiпg chased Ьу ап enemy force. He'll 
kпow the meanlng of hungeг and will actually have to find 
his оwп way out of а mouпtaiпous wi ldeгness. lt wil l  take 
him at least а week to get back to c iv i l izatioп. 

1 2  

Diviпg school at Кеу West, Floгida i s  опе of the hardest 
m i l itary schools iп the woгld. Веfоге the traiпee tiпishes 
hеге he'll think he's а fish. Не wi l l  spend то ге time iп the 
wateг, day апd пight,  thaп he wi l l  out. He'll Ье an 
ехрегiепсеd SCUBA diver wheп he g гaduates from this 
couгse. Оп his fiпal dive he will  perform а seaгch 1 30 ft. 
below the surface of the Atlaпtic. Agaiп his iпstructors will  
make еvегу effoгt to have him dгор out. Опе of the games 
the iпstгuctor wi l l  play is called underwateг haгassmeпt. 
They will pull  off gear, tuгn off your air апd geneгally tгу 
to shakeyou up. lfyou suгface- уоu'ге through. The idea 
1s to keep calm and put уоuг gеаг back togetheг. This 
sometimes goes on for an hour or mоге. 

Now it's back to Utah for the finishiпg touches. The 
would-be Рагагеsсuе mап is геаdу fог tгansitioп traiпiпg. 
Ву поw better than 50% of his starting class has been 
washed out. 

While iп Tгaпsitioп school he'll learп to make SCUBA 
jumps. Не will Ье jumping iпto the ореп осеап with 
approximately 130 l bs. (9 stoпe 4 lbs.) of SCUBA 
equipment. Then he wi l l  lеагп to jump iпto forests, 
iпteпtioпally laпding i n  а tree. Не carries а горе so that he 
сап repel out of the tree. 

Duriпg all his jumps (day, п ight,  laпd, wateг or tгees) 
he'll Ье given medical апd survival ргоЫеms. As if this 
wasn't eпough, he' l l  Ье takeп back to Geoгgia fог а school 
iп mouпtaiп cl imЬiпg. 

l f  he masters all this, he'l l  геасh graduatioп day. lt's а 
proud day when you аге giveп the marooп beret of the 
Paгarescemeп. NOW YOU'VE FINALLY MADE IT ! 

What comes пехt? Well assignmeпt to а Рагагеsсuе 
team somewhere i п  the free woгld. Тhе ге are only 300 
Paгaгescuemen апd they аге statioпed iп places like 
Jарап, Oki nawa, Vietnam, Phill ipiпe lslaпds, Hawaii ,  
Thailaпd, Guam, California, Alaska, New Hampshire, 
Floгida, Рапаmа, Azores, lcelaпd апd the U nited Kiпg­
dom. 

ls his traiпing f iп ished поw? No! Paгarescuemeп traiп 
constantly to Ье ever геаdу. They are tгained as jump­
masters at theiг fiгst assignmeпt. They also learп to work 
оп project APOLLO. They know quite а lot about гescue­
ing the Astгoпauts. Paraгescue teams аге о п  special aleгt 
апу time an APOLLO shot takes place. Pararescuemeп 
have jumped оп pгoject Mercury, pгoject Gem iпi  апd 
pгoject APOLLO. 

Duriпg his сагеег, the Paгarescueman wi l l  have а chance 
to atteпd other schools, such as- Juпgle Survival, Тгорiс 
Survival, Fiгefighteг School, Combat Hel icopteг Rescue, 
Ski and Mouпtaiп School iп the Alps апd Aгctic Survival. 

Ап aveгage day fог а Paraгescueman consist of main­
taiпing his гescue equipmeпt апd pгepariпg fог tгainiпg 
missions. Не makes numerous land and wateг jumps еvегу 
уеаг (Wiпteг апd Summer) to stay pгoficieпt iп his choseп 
line of woгk- ТО SAVE LIVES! 
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SPORT 
Sufficient energy is released ш sporting 

events every week to lift the whole City of 

London 1 5  feet into the air, whilethe shouts of 

the spectators if combined would Ье enough to 

burst the sound barrier once and for all. * 

N о wonder а lot of people prefer to take their 

athletics peacefully - Ьу reading the Sport 

pages of The Daily Telegraph. The reporting is 

so accurate and lively that they see it all more 

clearly than if they had actually been there. 

То mention only а few of its famous sports 

writers, there are Hotspur on Racing, Е. W. 

Swanton on Cricket, J ohn Reason on Rugby, 

Donald Saunders on Boxing and Soccer, 

Lance Tingay on Lawn Tennis. 

�ht 
'lailn at'tltgraph 

ТНЕ PAPER YOU CAN TRUST 

* Figures subject to ojjicial confirmation 
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Ken Mapplebeck. Dead centre 

А gracetul but questionaЫe two-tooted dead centre Ьу ВоЬ King 

Red Devil 'Sooty' Standring lays out tor the dlsc Da Waugh goes over the top- just 

16 



Deak Wrlght trles to klll the Weston plt 

ВоЬ Hlatt 

1 7  

Scotty Mllne with another close one 

That most excellent of Pllots Gerry Schellong ls presented with а 
drawing of а Rapide Ьу А. V. М. Sowery who presented the Prizes 

and Trophies at this years Champlonships 
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British Nationals 1 97 2  
at Weston-on-the-Green 

МауЬе it was the thought of the World Championships 
ahead, but it  was obvious from the beginning that every 
competitor had taken this year's nationals real ly  seriously 
indeed - for the incrediЫy high standard throughout 
could Ье due only to long and arduous training. And our 
praise goes to the visiting French team too, who, unused 
to the British conditions, managed to hold their own i n  
every event. 

RESU LTS 

First, the results for the : 

British Nationals Volleyball Championships 

This was а long апd serious affair, consisting of th ree 
solid days of e l imi пation contests and replays. Dave 
Savage's team were hard-pressed to keep RAF "А" at Ьау. 
А serious coпtest - по spectators al lowed - апd full 
marks for modesty must go to the wiппiпg team who never 
actually admitted their victory. However, 1 have Ьееп told 
that the final round ( in which the ball was d iscarded апd 
each memberofthe team took оп his opposiпg member iп 
а tough battle-a rule пеw to the championships this year) 
was а real knock-out! 

British Nationals Swimming Trophy 

The пеw indoor pool at the sports ceпtre at Bicester 
proved the ideal venue for the competing members for the 
Trophy. l n  the coпtest, 1 am assured that the girls put in а 
very good appearance indeed, but of course, as with last 
year's eveпt, по опе could touch Tony Dale's Bliпd Dive 
апd Pete Sherman's well practised stroke - the Uпder­
hand Grab. А lot of the team spent several energetic hou rs 
practising their style оп the lovely swimming pool 
attendant, but 1 gather there were disappointiпg results iп  
this particular event. 

British Nationals Squash Tournament 

Two separate courts- оп е at RAF Heyford апd опе at 
Bicester Sports Centre- were used for this contest and 
iпdeed the results were absolutely first class. This was а 
surprise coпtest, with Nomad Berпie Deiker keeping well 
back until right at the епd wheп he came down with six 
stitches to win the overall tournameпt. We had expected 
Red Devil Sooty Staпdriпg who excelled last year iп а 
similar coпtest (eight stitches in pit  pyramids) to do well ,  
but in fact he never showed up for the event. 

Riding trials 

This was for the dedicated only, for it was ап hour's 
drive away and iпvolved coпsideraЫe expenditure. At one 
point Red Freda Jackie Smith and Embassy Team's 
Teresa Ford were iп the lead with Ьу farthe best seats of a l l  
competitors, but according to experienced Judge ВоЬ 
Hiatt they both refused the jumps which gave just 
enough points to the Bruпel team to scrape а wiп.  

Т -Shirt Plaque 

There was virtually по coпtest here - Berпi Diekers 
"Save our DZ" got а fееЫе mention, but Ьу a lmost 
unanimous votes Dave the Waпderiпg Waugh received the 
plaque for his "1  eat апd drink at the Friendly Fannie" Т­
shirt (which was suitaЫy swiped Ьу Pete the Teeth 
immediately after the eveпt). Secoпd was Waugh agaiп 
with his "Rubblsh" shirt, and third place was а tie between 
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Meacock а п d  Kiпgy- both with сlеап and iroпed shirts­
a really unusual entry iп this class. Scotty Mi lne was 
disqualified for allowing his Т -shirt to walk away on its 
оwп - as we al l  kпow, every shirt eпtry has to Ье 
accompanied. 

So that's the results of the Ьig events. The "Display with 
the most puЫic appeal" award was wоп Ьу the Radcliff 
lnfirmary Team of ВоЬ Н, Sally G апd Freпch team 
member Boitieux (pulled muscle for the exaggerated limp, 
discolated shoulder for baпdage appeal, and separated 
vertebrae for the always popular stretcher case). And the 
" 1  bet you never thought of this" Cup was presented to the 
judges for their truly magпificeпt "Streamer in the dark" 
event- а defiпite all time winner. 

Results of the running, darts and al l  other lesser events 
wi l l  Ье puЫished at а later date. 

So that's another year of excitement and effort over. 
Now al l  we пееd do is wish the lucky few the best of luck 
for the world contests. So until next year - keep your 
volleyballs flying, folks! 

Peterborough Parachute Centre 

Cessna 1 82 permanently ava ilaЫe for 
parac huting. 

30 metre h igh qual ity реа g ravel pit with 
wind sock. 

All grass d rop zone. 

Open full time, seven days а week. 

Six douЫe size indoor pack i n g  taЫes. 

Ful ly l i censed lounge and catering 
fac i l ities. 

Prices . . .  U p  to 3,000 ft. - 1:1.00. U p  to 
7,000 ft. - 1:1.50 for general permit 
holders. 

Prices for students . . . Using the Centre 
equ i p ment, up to 7,000 ft. - 1:2.00. 
Using own equipment- !:1.50. 

Prices for four man relative groups 
g o i n g  higher than 7,000 ft. сап Ье 
negotiated. 

Coachir:)g in Style and Accu racy readi ly 
availaЫe. 



STATIC LINE BAG DEPLOYMENT 
The пееd for ап alternative deployment system for static 
liпe studeпts stems from the fact that weak, poor or sloppy 
exits from the aircraft сап апd do cause malfuпctions of 
various types. The alterпatives from а sleeve/pilot chute 
system are either uпsleeved сапору deploymeпt or а bag. 
The former beiпg too positive would revert the static l i ne 
studeпt to pre sleeve shock opeпiпgs. 

The bag system has Ьееп iп use for mапу years Ьу 
mi l itary parachutists апd proved successful,  but the 
differeпce iп equipmeпt betweeп mi l itary апd sport para­
chutists leaves the proЫem of adaptiпg aпd/or modifyiпg 
sports equipmeпt for bag deploymeпt. Due to the 
shortage of qualified riggers апу major modificatioп to 
pack aпd/or сапору would Ье impractical from the time 
апd fiпaпcial aspect to most clubs iп this country. 

The proposed system allows for the miп imum amoLJПt 
of work, fiпaпcial expeпditure апd retrai п i пg of existiпg 
static l i п e  studeпts. The work iпvolved coпsists of 
removing the existing sleeve апd pilot chute апd wheп 
packiпg fit the deployment bag. The cost would Ье offset 
due to the fact the removed sleeve and pilot chute would 
Ье used as spares, thus saving in the loпg ruп. 

The proposed bag is basically а P.O.D. with а static l i ne 
sewп to the top. The reason for the bag beiпg аЫе to open 
enaЫes neater сапору stowage. The reason for using the 
same method of holdiпg the container shut is there is no 
need for modificatioп апd thus it сап Ье used for freefall 
agaiп if пecessary. 

This bag deployment system was made Ьу myself and 
jumped at the Sport Parachute Centre оп 31 st. Мау, 1972. 
1t was made Ьу cutting and modifying an old sleeve ­
THIS METHOD IS NOT RECOMMENDED FOR NORMAL 
USE. After the second jump а bag was constructed 
properly. 

The first jump was carried out Ьу Charles Shea­
Simoпds who was despatched Ьу Ronnie O'Brien. Their 
comments were : 

From the jumpers point of view the opening was clean 
and very positive, very like mi l itary parachuting in terms 
of streпgth and speed. 

From the despatching poiпt of view the bag was hard to 
hold after the container had opened due to the fact that 
all the weight of the time deployment had to Ье taken Ьу 
the despatcher through holding the static l ine. Other than 
that the deployment was very clean апd positive. 

The proЫems of the positive openiпg became evident at 
the D.R.C.P.  stage because of lack of time from exit to full  
deployment i n  which to practice the D.R.C.P.  

lf а bag system is  adopted iпto geпeral use, my proposal 
would Ье to adapt to the В.Р.А. category system. А 
category 1 1  parachutist would have completed two good 
coпsecutive staЫe delays counting throughout using а 
bag and one good staЫe delay counting throughout using 
а pilot chute/sleeve deployment system. Thus introducing 
the student to the longer deployment without hindering 
safety or personnel progress. Another possiЫe proЫem is 
due to а high ai rcraft cut back speed, the openiпg shock 
may Ье severe but this could Ье remedied Ьу reducing the 
permissaЫe cutback speed now in operation. 

There are obviously many more proЫems and benefits 
from а bag deployment system that wi l l  only become 
evident from tests and discussions of this deployment 
system in the future. 

ВоЬ Francis 0594. 
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STATIC LINE BAG DEPLOYMENT-cont. 

Jump No. 1 
31st. Мау, 1972- Cessna 172- 2,800 ft. A G L - 65 mph. 
IAS. 

А staЫe exit was made facing forwards. Unfortunately 
the aircraft was flying into the sun making observation of 
the deployment difficult. This deployment, however, was 
positive and seemed very fast (extra andrenalin may have 
accounted for thisl) and there was no jar from the opening 
at all ,  and the sequence was reminiscent of а mil itary 
static l ine bag deployment. 

Jump No. 2 
5th. June, 1972- Cessna 1 72 - 3,000 ft. A G L - 60 mph. 
IAS. 

А staЫe exit was made facing forwards and clear obser­
vation of the deployment was possiЫe. The bag did not 
rotate and the lines and сапору deployed clearly and 
positively, this whole sequence was consideraЫy quicker 
than sleeve deployment (estimated % the time) but 
slightly slower than the first descent (see remark above!). 

Jump No. 3 

1 1 th. June, 1972- Cessna 172- 2,800 ft. A G L - 65 mph. 
IAS. 

А staЫe exit was made but а sl ight left turn was initiated 
(not intentionally) but the deployment was clean and 
positive as before. 

РАСК OPENING 

---/ /  

LINES DEPLOYING 
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---/ 

FINAL TIE ABOUT ТО 

BREAK 

CANOPY COMING OUT OF BAG 

-� � FINAL ТIED BAOKEN 

CANOPY COMPLETING 

DEPLOYMCNT 

PARA-COMMANDER МК 1 ,2 
and ��competition" 
All colours and all Free-Fall 

equipment stocked Ьу 

Parachutes lnc. 

VOLPLANE and PARA-FOIL 

ASCENDING Р.С. and 

PARA-FOIL equipment and 

conversion training. 

PARA GLIDE LTD. 
2, Churwell Avenue, Heaton Mersey 
Stockport, Cheshire SK4 3QE 
061 -432-7315 
Sole U.K. agents for PION EER and 
PARACHUTES INC. 



BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 

ARTILLERY MANSIONS, 75 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON SW1H 0HW
THURSDAY 27th APRIL, 1972

PRESENT
L. N. E. St. John -  C hairm an

J. Cole 
A. J. Unw in 
W. J. M eacock 
G. Fernie

M iss T. R ixon 
W. G. Boot
C. Shea-S im onds 
J. C rocker

IN ATTENDANCE
Sqn. Ldr. W. P au l -  Sec-Gen BPA 
T. G. D ickson  -  S co ttish  Para C lub
D. W aterm an -  PRO. BPA 
M ajor B. S. S chofie ld  
G. Bourn

APOLOGIES
R. S. Acram an 
P. W. Sherman 
C apta in D. Hughes 
Wg. Cdr. G. F. T u rnbu ll

Item 22

PREVIOUS M INUTES AND MATTERS ARISING
Acceptance  of the previous m inutes, proposed by C. Shea- 
S im onds and seconded by J. C rocker, was approved.

Matters Arising
a. National Championships. The Sec-G en reported that in the 
absence o f any observation  on the R egula tions as p rev iously  
subm itted  he had sent o u t copies o f the R egula tions to all C lubs 
and to  ind iv idua ls as requested. Mr. J. C ole and he had visited 
W eston and reviewed the accom m oda tion  w h ich  w ou ld  be 
su ffic ie n t to  house all com pe tito rs  and o ffic ia ls . Fit. Lt. Burgess 
had hopes of also p rov id ing  a large caravan to  house the judges. 
Caravan and ten t space w ou ld  be made availab le at no charge. 
It was con firm ed  that Mr. M arc Schneebeli o f the  Swiss A ero  C lub  
w ou ld  be ava ilab le  to  act as C h ie f Judge at th e  Nationals. Mr. Cole 
reported tha t the  v is it was m ost sa tis fac to ry  and proved tha t the 
RAF were being very co -opera tive  and w ou ld  prov ide  all the  te ch - 
nical fac ilitie s  requ ired to  ensure a well o rgan ised Meet. It was 
reported that it was un like ly  Mr. H. M. Stephen o f the D a ily  Te le - 
graph w ou ld  be ava ilab le  to  present the prizes and the Sec-Gen 
was au thorised  to approach the fo llo w in g : HRH Prince W illiam  of 
G loucester, M ajor General W ilson and AVM Sow ery in tha t order 
o f p rio rity .

b. Payment to Major Schofield.
made and am ounted to  £57.

Th is paym ent had now  been

c. Portable Exhibition. This was d isp layed at the  m eeting and 
Mr. W aterm an described the m ethod o f connec ting  the various 
sections. The M id land  Bank had agreed to  use the e xh ib itio n  at 
Leeds and had agreed to  meet the expenses of BPA personnel 
involved in the p lanned parachuting  dem onstra tion  to  be 
associated w ith  the e xh ib ition . It had also been agreed that M id - 
land Bank w ou ld  transpo rt the e xh ib ition  to W eston fo r the 
N ationa l C ham pionsh ips and be responsib le  fo r the e rection  on 
site. The e xh ib itio n  w ou ld  be moved from  W eston to  London 
to be ready fo r use at the  A rm y Day at R ushm ore Arena on 17th 
and 18th June in the pavilion  to be p rovided by the D a ily  Te le - 
graph. The Sec-G en observed tha t the bo ttom  o f the  various 
boards w ou ld  be on the  g round and suggested some fo rm  of 
p las tic  s tr ipp in g  a long the bo ttom  to  prevent dam pness ge tting  
in to  the boards. Th is  w ou ld  be considered. The C hairm an asked

if there was any in fo rm ation  on ou r invo lvem ent at Farnborough 
— the Sec-Gen reported tha t there  was no deta ils  ava ilab le  as 
yet and tha t th is  w ou ld  depend on the  D aily Telegraph. On a 
question of the cost o f the  e xh ib itio n  Mr. W aterm an estim ated 
at around £266 p lus £20 fo r tw o pack ing  cases— it was genera lly  
agreed that th is  was an acceptab le  cost fo r som eth ing  w h ich  if 
p roduced com m erc ia lly  w ou ld  have cost in the  o rde r o f £15002 

Mr. U nw in expressed concern  tha t the boards may be sub ject 
to  usage w h ich  w ou ld  cause these to  becom e m arked and sug- 
gested tha t some form  of p ro tective  cover may be advisable — 
suggestions of p lastic  sheet o r aerosol spray were made but Mr. 
W aterm an fe lt tha t th is  was unnecessary as the boards were 
w ashable and in his op in ion , w ith  care fu l hand ling  the boards 
should last fo r th ree years. The C hairm an asked if any progress 
had been made w ith  the B rochure  w h ich  was to  be based on the 
e xh ib ition  la y o u t — Mr. W aterm an stated tha t no progress had 
yet been made bu t hoped that som e progress w ou ld  be made by 
the next m eeting. M ajor S cho fie ld  asked he cou ld  have a supp ly  
of the brochures w h ich  he cou ld  hand ou t at his various d isp lays 
but the m eeting w ithhe ld  its decis ion  on th is  un til the  brochures 
were to  hand.

d. BPA Badge. Mr. P arting ton  S m ith  reported  tha t the 
elements that made up the badge are now  rendered as art w ork in 
black and w h ite  and the co lo u r gu ides can be handed to whoever 
is go ing  to  p roduce  the various items. E xp lo ra to ry  quo ta tions 
seeking sessions had ind ica ted that the  BP A ’s ex is ting  sources of 
supp ly  were p robab ly  as com pe titive  as cou ld  be ob ta ined  and 
there fo re  the art w ork w ou ld  be passed to  the Sec-G en fo r him to 
progress the supp ly  of the items. It was agreed that when the art 
w ork fo r the  various items was to hand the Sec-G en in c o n ju n c - 
tion  w ith the sub -com m ittee  w ou ld  progress q u o ta tions  and that 
there w ou ld  be no question of ho ld ing  up p roduc tion  o f the items 
un til the  o ld  s tock had been cleared.

e. Aircraft C of A Annotation. The Sec-G en reported tha t w ith  
the fo rm ation  o f the  new C AA the con tacts  on th is  question  had 
changed and that he had now  arranged fo r he and Mr. U nw in to 
v is it a Mr. W h icher at R edhill w ho was responsib le  fo r a irc ra ft 
C of A and was in fu ll agreem ent tha t he and BPA shou ld  get to - 
gether on th is  m atter. Mr. U nw in po in ted  ou t tha t th is  m atter was 
u rgent as every tim e we operated we were do ing  so illega lly  and 
C AA was very m uch aware of th is  as was h igh ligh ted  by the 
Exem ption he had recen tly  received fo r a d isp lay  — th is  stated 
tha t on ly  an a irc ra ft w ith  its C o f A annota ted as being su itab le  fo r 
parachu ting  cou ld  be used. The a irc ra ft booked fo r th is  p a rticu la r 
d isp lay did not ca rry  such an annota tion . BPA and o thers had 
condoned the breaking of the law over the past ten years and by 
so do ing  we cou ld  be p lacing a p ilo t ’s career in jeopardy. It should 
be BPA's plan to  have th is  annota tion  rem oved and to  have all 
a irc ra ft  on an approved lis t au tom a tica lly  cleared fo r  parachu ting  
operations. In the m eantim e BPA shou ld  be prepared to meet the 
legal costs o f any p ilo t w ho finds  h im self in cou rt because of 
operations connected w ith  parachu ting  . . . .  th is  suggestion was 
not acceptab le  to  the m eeting but it was agreed tha t the  m atter be 
treated w ith  the utm ost urgency and it was le ft to  the Sec-G en and 
Mr. Unw in to  present the BPA case to  the CAA.

f. World Championships — Team Coach. The m eeting en- 
dorsed the appoin tm en t of F ligh t Sergeant D. Peacock as Team 
Coach fo r the 1972 W orld  C ham pionsh ips.

g. Third Party Insurance Cover. The Sec-G en reported  that he 
had been successful in having the T h ird  Party Insurance Cover 
increased to £100,000 fo r 01/2p less than had been paid fo r the
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previous fSO,OOO cover. Mr. Meacock stated that he had 
attempted to get iпsuraпce cover for his club to cover para­
chutists who were поt members of ВРА or whose ВРА member­
ship had ruп out апd were therefore поt covered Ьу the ВРА 
policy but had met with по success with the ВРА Brokers. Jt was 
suggested that if ВРА membership was to ruп from 1 st Jaпuary to 
31st December each year this would mеап опlу оп е check of the 
members ВРА documeпts at the start of the year апd coпsider­
aЫy reduce the possibll ity of someoпe jumpiпg who was поt 
covered Ьу iпsuraпce. The Sec-Geп was iпstructed to look agaiп 
at the possibllity of introduciпg 1 st Jaпuary to 31st December 
membership. Mr. Т. G. Dicksoп iпformed the meeting that the 
Scottish Parachute Club had recently taken out а policy given 
PuЫic Liabllity cover up to f1 00,000 for а cost of fS. - this does 
поt cover air to ground activity but does meet the case where а 
member of the club causes damage e.g. where а member goes to 
help а parachutist and causes damage to crops and cattle etc. 
Mr. Meacock felt that еvеп with the increased cover now afforded 
Ьу the policy the cost at 54'hp per member per аппum was stil l 
expensive and that perhaps we should Jook elsewhere. The Chair­
man in summing up asked the Sec-Gen to sound out the Brokers 
оп the possibllity of including поп-ВРА parachutists in the cover 
afforded Ьу our policy. 

Jtem 23 

SAFETY AND TRAINING REPORT 

Mr. Crocker, Chairmaп of the S & Т Committee reported оп the 
meeting of 23rd March : 

а. Llfting of Reserve Canopies. With effect from 1 st January 
1 973 reserve caпopies in use must not Ье more than 25 years old. 

Ь. Renewal of lnslruclors' Ratings. А number of instructors' 
ratiпg were renewed but since the meetiпg ап iпformal complaint 
had been made that insufficieпt eпquiry had been made into the 
renewals and as а result future applicants for renewal of ratiпgs 
will Ье required to submit evideпce that they have been 
instructing. Mr. Unwiп asked if instructing included relative work 
and Mr. Crocker iп reply stated that such а case had not so far 
arisen but it was obviously one which the committee wil l  have to 
coпsider. 

с. lnstructor Courses. The examination period has now been 
reduced from nine to five days and it was agreed that the secoпd 
examiner need only Ье preseпt for two full days. 

d. Bag Operated Static-line System. No further progress to 
date due to the noп-availabllity of Mr. Sherman but it had been 
arranged that а system would Ье presented to the next S & Т 

meeting. 

е. Static-line malfunctions. There was consideraЬJe discus­
sion on this subject but it was agreed that the static-liпe system 
used at clubs Ье left to the discretion of the CCI. Mr. Unwin felt 
that since it was the function of the S & Т committee to standard­
ise training theп а standard approved system should Ье recom­
mended. 

f. Training Aids. Two forms of training aids had been 
discussed, namely the overhead projector and posters. lt was felt 
that the overhead projector was the better of the two but before 
any recommeпdation is made to couпcil quotes were being 
sought on the two systems. 

g. Cark Alrfleld (Norlh West Parachute Centre). Cark Airfield 
was approved for use Ьу the North West Parachute Ceпtre. This 
case had Ьееп brought to the S & Т Committe because of its 
proximity to the sea. 

h. Rlggers Sub-commlttee. The Riggers sub-committee had 
Ьееп formed with Mr. А. Hooker as Chairman апd Mr. S. Talbot 
as Secretary. The sub-committee would Ье responsiЫe to the 
S & Т Committee - а сору of the sub-committees report is 
attached. 
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j. lnstructors Convention - Emergency Procedures. Due to 
the poor attendance at this convention, arraпged for 1 1 th April 
at Grindale Field, no positive recommeпdations were made but 
the discussion held indicated that а standard partial malfunction 
emergency procedure will Ье recommended to the next S & Т 

Committee meeting. 

ltem 24 

AFFILIATIONS 

The following requests for affiliatioп were received : 

North West Parachute Centre- proposed Ьу Mr. J. Crocker апd 
seconded Ьу Miss Т. Rixon. Unanimously approved. 

Embassy Womens Free Fall Team - propos€d Ьу Mr. С. Shea­
Simonds and seconded Ьу Mr. J. Cole. Unanimously approved. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

ltem 25 

Council Meetingэ-Rolation of Venue and Payment of Expenses. 

Mr. Shea-Simonds suggested that Council should consider 
roatati ng the venue of its meetings and/or рау expeпses for those 
members travell ing to meetings and wishing to claim. Не felt that 
prefereпce should Ье giveп to rotatiпg the veпue as was done so 
successful ly Ьу the S & Т Committee. lt was agreed that each 
member wishing to claim for attending Council Meeting would 
submit to the Sec-Geп the cost of the2пd Class Rail Fare required 
to attend and from these he would give the next meeting the total 
cost involved in meeting suan claims. 

ltem 27 

Medical Clearance 

Mr. D. Watermaп iпformed the meetiпg that he had received а 
request for information concerning а female whose legs were 
paralysed Ьу polio and the possibllity of her making а parachute 
jump iпto water. lt was agreed that this would Ье а case for the 
Medical Adviser and that she should make application for ВРА 
membership in the normal way, having produced her doctors' 
certificate. 

ltem 28 

Advertising. 

Mr. Waterman suggested that ВРА should consider setting aside 
а fixed amouпt for аппuаl advertising апd it was agreed that the 
Sec-Gen in conjunction with the Treasurer and Mr. Watermaп 
should evaluate this and advise Council of а recommended 
аппuаl amouпt. The Sec-Geп sought approval to advertise in the 
Post Office Sports & Social Magazine in response to а request 
which had been received from the puЫishers- the cost would Ье 
f28 for а half page. This expeпditure was proposed Ьу Mr. Shea­
Simonds and seconded Ьу Mr. Cole. Carried. 

ltem 29 

Financial Assistance- Manchester Free Fall Club. 

А request from Maпchester Free Fall Club for а опе year interest 
free loan of f100. to purchase equipment from the Lancastriaп 
Parachute Ceпtre was received. The lоап, proposed Ьу Mr. Unwin 
and seconded Ьу Mr. Shea-Simoпds was unanimously agreed. 



ТНЕ NORTH WESTERN PA RACHUTE CENTRE 

At ten o'clock on Good Friday morning, five founder 
members of the newly formed 'NORTH WESTERN PARA­
CHUTE CENTRE', namely Dave Prince (C.C. I . ) ,  Allan 
Morris, Graham Kirkman, George Quick and John Cooke 
kitted up and trooped out to the waiting Cherokee. 

As was later reported in the Lancashire Evening Post, 
we were to Ье 'swept aloft' to 1 2 ,000 feet Ьу pilot John 
Sudbury, thereafter we were to 'Piummet, Plunge, H u rtle' 
and finally, to 'float' down to earth. 

ln fact we managed to get 7,500 feet, G raham Kirkman 
took several photographs of John Cooke, two of which 
were later to Ье puЫished, along with the РР&Н article in 
the Even ing Post. The remainder of the st ick contented 
themselves with 'Piummeting, Plunging and H u rtl ing',  we 
all landed around the cross and the new Centre was born. 

We were to manage only one more lift that day before 
the heavens opened and it rained as it can only rain i n  the 
Lake District. 

The weather was to remain 'unjumpaЫe' for the 
remainder of the Easter Hol iday. 

That evening we officially christened the Centre in 
Hartleys Home Brewed Bitter. This is а brew pecu liar to 
Flookburgh vi l lage, it is about twice the National g ravity, 
i t  is guaranteed to rot your seat strap and to inflame your 
passions to an unbearaЫe deg ree; we were urged Ьу the 
locals to s ip  it, slowly! 

The evening turned into the most uproarious party since 
the R.A.F.  left the area over twenty years ago, the landlord 
of the rival pub across the road died, literяl ly, of а heart 
attack and we had only been in the area for one day. What 
with the weather and all ,  our enemies in the South really 
had been trying!! Great plans were made for а team to 
sweep the board at the next 'Nationals', 'Russian Style' 
training was to begin in earnest the next morning and 
Graham Kirkman asked the local Doctor for а prescription 
for his bowels. (Не has а tendency to lower them whenever 
he gets in the aircraft.) (Graham, not the Doctor that is!) 

Our second weekend was а l i tt le better weatherwise, 
and we have since settled down to the serious business of 
running the Centre. 

Our display team has been formed and is in training, 
Brochures, envelopes and l i terature have been printed 
and Lancashire is covered i n  а rash of orange coloured 
posters exhorting al l  and sundry to take up parachuting at 
the N.W.P.C. 

Cark Airfield an old R.A.F. Training Centre, is set on а 
flat plain bordered on three sides Ьу the p1cturesque h i l l s  
of the Lake District a n d  on t h e  other side Ь у  t h e  sea. The 
view from 7,000 feet with the 'Oid Man of Coniston' in the 
background and with Lake Windermere and Morcambe 
easily seen, was superЫy described Ьу George Quick, as 
'The most beautiful paranoic' view he had ever seen. 

We have а packing shed, а bunkhouse and we have 
catering, courtesy of Joyce, Brenda and Doreen. At 
present this is l imited to egg and bacon butties, soup and 
plenty of strong tea. There is an air of infectiotJs 
enthusiasm about, which has to Ье experienced to Ье 
believed and in Graham Kirkman we have the most 
voracious free fall  cameraman within the sport. 

So any of you guys who would like а photo of h imself i n  
free fall  o r  who i s  t ired of a l l  the old rat bagging and back 
biting that bedevi ls  this sport or are weary of wandering 
around looking for а jump 'home', we say : 

Соте to Flookburgh!! 
Club Secretary: Alan Morris, 1 1 1  Hennel Lane, Preston. 

Telephone Preston 36337. 

. - ,  
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Letters . • • 
47 Alexandra Road 

Heeley 
Sheffield 

А full two weeks holiday froт the college grind. Now 
where to go? France, North Africa, Greece, Bridli ngton. 
BRIDLINGTON . . .  А тonth later, reason having failed to 
prevail and having waved а ( last?) farewell to ту supply of 
Horse, Thoug hts of Marcus, etc., ат puttering down the 
М 1  on ту trusty BSA. 

А soggy eternity later 1 arrive, in pouring rain, at тodest­
ly titled Sport Parachute Centre. The first g l iтpse of Con­
tusion Field is less than propitious. А large rain swept 
field with а wooden hut cringing in one corner. Му God, 
two weeks here, is it too late to go back? 

Seeking life тarch up to hut, give Е. Ness type kick to 
door and enter. Ten seconds later it is too late. The Anthro­
pophagi have те. Rain finally abates and training begins. 
After only а few hours practice ат nonchalantly PLF'ing 
off а platforт. So this is what it is a l l  about, hardly seeтs 
�orthwh i le going through the forтality of actually 
1ump1Пg froт the plane. Oh well, if you insist. Droning up 
1n the Centres w�nged тореd, trussed l i ke а bondage 
fetishist. What а fantastic view. Golden fields of pre­
harvest corn and the sea gl inting Ыue-green in the 
distance. They are even turning the plane to give те а 
better view. What was that?? Who shouted CUT . . .  

Two, three, wonder how таnу тоге 1 wi l l  have to do 
before they invite те to join the Dето tеат? Four . . .  so 
this is what they теаn Ьу driving in 1 think as 1 lie in the 
grass, l istening to the throbЬing of ту ankle and crooning 
softly. 

Quite а night life these fellows have. After two nights 
real ise why they al l  drink so тuch. You need а skinful to 
get to sleep. First tiтe 1 have ever shared attic with six 
теn, feтale kiwi (with а great Burlesque routine), а dog 
arid а seagul l .  Seag ul l  is particularly l ight sleeper. 

Days of wind and rain pass slowly Ьу. Luverly weather it 
was last week, say locals. Despite conditions slowly clock 
up juтps. Only two тоrе and national duтту pul l  record 
wi l l  Ье тine. 

At last in desperation lay offsauce for а night. Next day 
таkе breakthrough and at last grasp duтту handle with 
hand rather than teeth. Free fall next says lnstructor. Why 
is he so nervous? Why are they all looking at те like that? 
Have faith and all wil l  Ье well ту chi ldren, 1 cry and Ыess 
theт. 

ln latrines before juтp discover 'Heтingway was here' 
scrawled on wall .  What does it all теаn? Stand trying to 
decipher it for an hour or so but at last they find те and 
drag те out. 

R�fuse to settle juтp Ь i l l  before тaking juтp but agree 
to рау sтall extra charge for h i re of ripcord, reserve chute 
etc., after being assured that all best people are wearing 
theт. 

Up to 2,500 feet and we lighten plane Ьу throwing out 
ballast, i .e. one static l i ne studenton her f irst juтp. Adтire 
her exit style. Pushes off with hands but feet do not leave 
wheel until she is horizontal. Supercool 'We are not 
aтused' look on her face as she disappears froт sight. 
After pilot and juтpтaster have finished giggling we 
press on. 

2,600 feet Discover Religion. 
2,700 feet Нuт 23rd Psalт and count dependants. 
2,800 feet Conduct brief religious service on wing but 

finally blows froт lnstructors cosh proves irresistible 
and with last shriek, depart. 

Next weeks episode . . .  And on the third day!!! 
R. А. Wilson 
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Dear John, 
On 22nd of Мау 1 had the pleasure of representing the 

British Parachute Association at а Reception held at 
Lancaster House, Pall Mal l ,  to celebrate the setting up Ьу 
Royal Charter of the New Sports Council. 

Нег Majesty's Governтent had invited the various 
Chairтen froт all the sports bodies which соте under 
the wing of the Sports Council. 

l n attendance atthe Reception were Mr. Eldon Griffiths, 
М.Р. Parliaтentary Under-Secretary of State, Depart­
тent of the Environтent, Dr. Roger Bann ister who is 
Chairтan of the Sports Council ,  also Mr. Peter Walker, 
М.Р. ,  Min ister of the Environтent. 

The new Sports Council has тuch wider authority than 
the old one and also has twice the aтount of money to 
spend, soтething like f:20 тi l l ion.  lt is also coтpletely 
independent of any pol itical source and not subject to the 
whiтs of the various political parties which from tiтe to 
tiтe соте into power. 

The new Sports Council wil l  Ье placing тuch тоге 
eтphasis on the sтaller sports than it has done in the 
past, and this should of course benefit us. 

Perhaps you wil l  print this letter in the next edition of 
"Sport Parachutist" so that our тeтbership are kept up 
to date with sоте of the actions which the Council  are 
taking on their behalf. Needless to say we wi l l  Ье pressing 
for as тuch assistance as we сап get froт the new Sports 
Cou ncil  and wil l  keep the тeтbership in touch with the 
outcoтe. 

Yours sincerely, 
L.N.E. SТ. JOHN. 
Chairтan- British Parachute Association. 

ARE YOU PARACHUTING OR PARASCENDING 
IN ТНЕ GULF? 

(Froт Salaha, Muscat to Sharja - Abu Dhabi) 
lf so, p/ease contact: 

Mr. Е. J. Fry 
Airwork Services Ltd., Р.О. Вох 689, ABU DHABI, 

Arablan Gulf 

FOR SALE 

Canadian ex-juтper, now resident in Surrey, wishes to 
sell coтplete gear in one luтp, including the following:  
Para-Coттander, Mark 1- red, black and gold (approx. 

100 juтps) ; sleeve and pilot chute. 
3-pin pack, harness and risers - black 
26ft conical reserve; sage green contour pack 
1 set тounted instruтents 
French boots, size 9 
Stadiuт helтet, size ? 
Goggles 
Pioneer coveral ls - light blue, large (6 juтps) 
Red and white sleeve 
2 АЗ pilot chutes. 
Ring: Guildford 4941 t250.00 



M I NUTES OF ТНЕ MEETING OF ТНЕ SAFETY & TRAI NING COMMITTEE 
OF ТНЕ BR ITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIAТI ON 

held оп 

THU RSDAY, 4th МАУ 1972 at 19 .30 HOURS 

a t  

ARTILLERY MANSIONS, 75 VI CTORIA STREET, LONDON SW1 

PRESENT: 
J. Crocker 
W. G. Boot 
Е. Т. Lewington 
В. S. Schofield 
Р. W. Sherman 
Т. Dickson 
1 .  А. Loutitt 
J. Meacock 
Т. Rixon 
Т. Day 
D. Peacock 

Р. Slattery 
L. St. John 
А. Cooper 

ln Attendance: 

Raymond Hall 

Chairmaп 
Thames Valley Air Sports Ceпtre 
А.А. Parachute Club 
Parachute Regimeпt Free-Fa/1 Team 
0/d Wardeп Parachute Club 
Scottish Parachute Club 
Hereford Parachute Club 
Peterborough Parachute Centre 
Embassy Womeпs Frec-Fa/1 Team 
Metropolitaп Police Parachute Club 
R.A.F.S.P.A. 
Nomad Skydiviпg Team 
British Parachute Club 
Maпchester Sport Parachute Club 

Apologies for Absence : 

Messrs. Shea-Simonds and Prince 

Minutes of previous meeting : 

Bag operated static line system 

Mr. Sherman kindly offered to have an assemЫy availaЫe for 
trials before the next S.T.C. meeting. The Chairman expressed 
interest in putting this  system on trial and М г. Sherman said that 
he wi l l  arrange for the equipment to Ье loaned to the Chairman 
for the purpose of the trials. 

lncident Reports 

lncident reports were received from the following clubs: 

Peterborough, Weston-on-the-Green, the Parachute Regiment 
Free-Fall Team. 

The main points arising from the incident reports are: 
(а) саге must Ье lakeп /о eпsure lhal ripcord housiпgs are of 

adequate leпgth, as а slightly short housiпg сап cause the 
pins оп а perfectly suilaЬ/e ripcord to become diseпgaged 
frorн the сопеs апd so aclivate the maiп parachute. 

(Ь) Wheп carryiпg out team accuracy, it is both stupid апd 
highfy daпgerous for members ot the team to tose sight of 
jumper below him iп free-fa/1, as this сап, as happeпed iп 
this case, result iп very serious collisioп of caпopies оп 
орепiпg. 

Riggers Sub-Committee 

Whilst it was fLJI Iy appreciated that the newly formed Committee 
are faced with а lot of work, it was suggested and approved 
unanimously that it would Ье а great help if they could endeavour 
to lay down some recommendations for the training of new 
riggers. 

P1evious m i п utes p1oposed Ьу М г .  W. Bout <md se<;und!:id Ьу М г. 
Р. Sherman. Carried unanimously. 
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lnstructors convention on Emergency Procedures 

The minutes of the lnstructors convention held on the 1 1 th April 
1972, were read to the Committee and i t  was agreed that item 
number four of the minutes of the convention de circularised to 
all Chief l nstructors with these minutes with а request that they 
discuss the same with their  lnstrLJctors and submit their own 
views in  writing prior to the next S.  Т. С. meeting. 

The minute number four of the lnstructors convention reads: 

lt was uпanimously agreed that опе reserve dri/1 cou/d Ье 
lauqflt to cover а/1 categories of malfuпctioп. 
Тl1is dri/1 to Ье as follows: 

··Lefl /Jaпd over reserve, right haпd pul/iпg haпdle, both 
/1ands graspiпg reserve сапору апd throwiпg it vigorously 
out to tl1e froпt of the parachutist; the emphasis beiпg placed 
оп 1/ю pulliпg of the reserve haпdle . "  

l t  i s  considered essential that a l l  lnstructors views on the fore­
going Ье received in writing priorto the next S. Т. С. meeting. 

l t  was agreed that the Chairman write to the ВРА Medical 
Adviser concerning the effects that menstrual periods can have 
on female parachu1ists. 

Training Aids 

Mr. А. Cooper gave details of quotes for the poster type training 
a1ds which were as follows: 

Аг! Work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . .  !:440.00 
Printers charge for twenty complete sets . . . . . . . . . . .  !:450.00 

The quote supplied Ьу Mr. В. Jerstice for the various overhead 
projectors were also considered and after discussion it was felt 
that the Bell and Howell 301 ВХ overhead projector was рrоЬаЫу 
the best bLJY at а price of f51 .75each (having taken account of tne 
discount). 

The question of training aids generally was d iscussed at con­
sideraЬie length and i t  was obvious that both types of training aid 
had consideraЫe merit. 1t was also obvious that some clubs 
would not Ье аЫе to use the overhead projector. 

l t  was proposed Ьу Mr. Meacock and seconded Ьу Miss Rixon 
that: 

lt Ьс suggested to Couпcil that either tеп sets of posters, or 
however тапу should Ье required апd ten overhead 
pгojcctors of the Ве/1 апd Howe/1 301 ВХ type Ье purchased. 

Proposal unanimously carried. 

Re-qualification of lnstructors 

11 was unanimously agreed that all  lnstructors applications for 
requalification must Ье supported Ьу а recommendation in 
writing signed Ьу two adavanced i nstructors. 

Advanced l n structors signing applications for renewal of 
lnstructors ratings are reminded that the lnstructor in question 
must have b!:len involvf:ld in studf:lnt trнiпing during thf:l preceed­
ing two years. 



MIDLAND BANK DISPLA У 
On Monday the 1 5th of Мау, six parachutists jumped into 
the Roundhay Park in the centre of Leeds. The team con­
sisted of four members of The Sport Parachute Centre 
display team, plus National Champions John Meacock 
and Tracy Rixon. 

The display was intended to attract puЫicity for the 
joint B.P.A./Midland Bank venture in which the bank 
allowed the В.Р.А. to erect the Dave Waterman/John 
Partington Smith designed show stand. This is а f irst 
class method of displaying through enlarged photo­
graphs the various types of parachutes and parachuting 
availaЫe to В.Р.А. members. 

After the jump into the park the team went to the City 
Branch of the Midland Bank for а reception which in­
cluded the Carl Boenish 'Masters of the Sky' f i lm,  and 
from there to а live interview on Leeds radio. 

The exercise earned some consideraЫe puЫicity 
through press and radio, and Dave Waterman must Ье 
congratulated on а fi rst class job. The Midland Bank are 
now considering extending the idea to other branches. 

Tracy on her Paplllon 

28 

А MESSAGE ТО 
USPA MEMBERS IN BRITAIN 

Many of you wil l  remember Captain J i m  McGorry USAF 
who returned to the States in Мау 1 971  after holding the 
appointment of USPA Area Safety Officer (ASO) for the 
Un ited Kingdom for two years. When he left he asked me 
to take over the appointment, partly because 1 had а good 
working knowledge of USPA procedures and regulations 
after а two yeartour in the States and also because 1 would 
рrоЬаЫу Ье less transient than most American para­
chutists in Britain. Unfortunately some of Jim's 
correspondence went astray and my appointment was 
only confirmed in December; hence the delay in contact­
ing you. 

As 1 see it. the main task of an ASO in the UK (with a l l  
parachuting carried out according to  В Р А  reg ulations} i s  
to  assist USPA members over here an to  act as  а l ink 
between the ВРА and the USPA. So if  1 can help you as 
USPA members in any way, please don't hesitate to 
contact me : 

Major Е. А. J. Gardener ( ASO ЕИ/5) 
3 Lea Springs 
FLEET 
Hants Telephone : F/eet 7045 

А few reminders about some recent changes in USPA 
policy which may have escaped your notice. First, licence 
renewal procedure; in the past it was necessary to get an 
ASO to certify that qualifying jumps had been completed 
each year. As this sometimes caused proЫems the rule 
has now been changed; the licence holder h imself may 
certify that he has met the renewal requirements. 

The qualifying requirements for new l icences have also 
changed. Written tests have now been incl uded for the А. 
В and С Licences and will shortly Ье i ntroduced for the D 
Licence. These tests are based оп the USPA BSRs and 
doctrine. Anyone wishing to oЬtain an i n itial or higher US 
l icence, please contact me for further details. 

lf there are any other qualified J umpmasters over here 
they may know that the requirements for requalification 
have been altered. 1 may Ье аЫе to help, so if you hold а 
rating please let me know - and don't leave it until 
December. 

lf you are relying on the insurance cover provided with 
USPA membership,  please note that there is now а 
$1 00.00 deductaЫe clause on any claims involving ai rcraft 
damage. This has proved necessary partly as а result of 
the increasing number of accidents caused Ьу the in­
advertent opening of parachutes in ai rcraft; there is now 
а recorded incident of а centre-pull  reserve being opened 
accidentally and pu l l ing the owner through the side of the 
ai rcraft. So, watch that ripcord. 

You may have noticed in the March issue of Parachutist 
that you have four copies of а 'Malfunction Questionai re'. 
1 hope you won't have cause to use one! But if you do, 
please com plete it and send it in. USPA, just like the ВРА, 
needs such information. 

Edward Gardener 



PENNIES FROM HEAVEN 
Ьу Peter Denley 

Ever d reamed of being on the ideal D.Z. with perfect' 
weather conditions, your favourite jump-ship with stal­
wart pilot, а pile of rigs, will ing hands begging to repack 
as fast as you can unpack them and no tab to pick up at the 
end of the day? lf you have you are not alone. 

Му dre�m. with modifications, started to соте true last 
July when my immediate superiors accepted the idea of 
me attempting fifty jumps in one day, seeking sponsor­
ship at хр per jump in an effort to raise funds to establ ish 
а social work project. Soon afterwards 1 mentioned the 
idea at Grindale where the staff offered to provide facilities 
and support. 

Forseveral reasons 1 elected to make the attempt during 
February, settling on Monday 2 1 st February, postponing 
day Ьу day unti l  weather conditions proved su itaЬie. The 
21st and the following seventeen days produced light 
winds, but insufficient altitude. 1 wouldn't l i ke to give the 
impression that Grindale is subject to low cloud bases. 
but if "Lofty" had walked across the O.Z. during the 
eighteen days in question he would have only been visiЬie 
from the capewells down. 

Friday 1Oth March dawned with а steady 1 О knots, from 
the east on the surface, % stratus at 1 ,500 feet with the 
main base at 2,500 feet. А 6.30 am met check indicated а 
dry day with а slow improvement in cloud condition and 
little likelihood of surface windspeed exceeding 15 knots. 
On the basis of this the first sortie was airborne at 07.31 . 

The jumpship, piloted Ьу lan MacDonald, was the Grin­
dale 172, backed up Ьу the centre's 1 50 and а Tripacer. 
Although an assortment of twenty rigs was availaЬie, 
after my first landing on а lo-po at 07.35 it  was decided to 
dispense with the "rags" u nless the winds moderated. 
This left four P.C.'s loaned Ьу Charl ie Shea, ВоЬЬу 
Francis, Ron O'Brien and "Biff" Burns and my own lo-po. 
The four Р.С. donors plus Graham (Grindale Gourmet) 
Ward and Phi l ,  а wandering sailor, handled retrieval, 
packing, refuell ing, fitting and checking. 

ln order to save taxi t ime 1 opted not to use the pit 
area. lan short landed at the West end of the field with me 
aiming to land alongside the a ircraft where the next rig 
was waiting. Touchdown on the seventh descent was at 
08.13 followed Ьу а twenty minute break to allow stratus 
to clear. 08.34 saw lan and 1 airborne again for the next 
group of jumps. Ву 09.08 with thirteen jumps completed 
low stratus again called а halt to the programme. Con­
ditions improved allowing us to resume jumping at 09.36, 
but after а further four· descents another break was 
necessary because of sleet and gusts reaching 20 knots. 

Following а th irty-one minute lapse the eighteenth 
sortie took off at 10.35. Number 18 was d ifferent to the 
quite u neventful previous jumps. lt  was the first t ime the 
opening point was obscured Ьу cioud aithough 1 had been 
keyholing and cioudbusting all morning. A lready on l i ne 
when the D.Z. disappeared 1 agreed to lan doing а timed 
run ( 1  l ike my eggs hard boiled, lan) which resulted in а 
700 yard overshoot. For number 1 9  cloud conditions 
al lowed sight of the opening point, but on opening 1 
realised 1 had done lan an injustice; the culprit was the 
upper wind which had strengthened considerably and 
veered 20°. Deepening the spot Ьу 800 yards (thanks for 
а good guess, Ron) put me right back in the landing area 
for the rest of the programme. Number 21 at 1 1 . 1 5, saw 
another halt in proceed ings for more sleet and gusts. А 
brief lu l l  between 1 1 .44 and 1 1 .50 brought the total up to 
twenty-three. 1 2.57 saw us i n  the air  again and Ьу 1 3. 1 2  1 
was approaching for landing Number 26. These last three 
landings, at least 1 claim them as landings, were in gusts 
the wrong side of 20 knots which decided me to abandon 
and wait for the i mprovement in conditions indicated Ьу 
the early forecast. As it happened conditions deteriorated 
into squalls, later developing into gale force winds, so we 
were stuck with а total of 26 descents. 

A l l  descents were made from 2,200 feet dumping after 
no more than three seconds except for one particularly 
tight pull. Average time per sortie, including а thorough 
pre-flight check, was 6 minutes 31 seconds. The average 
included recovery from outside the field boundary on two 
occasions. This suggests that given reasonable weather 
conditions, mediocre accuracy, ten rigs and а simi lar 
back-up team to the one available on this occasion it  
would Ье possible to complete а programme of fifty 
descents in 5 hours 15 minutes, including refuell ing time. 

Twenty of the twenty-six jumps were made on P.C.'s 
the remainder on а lo-po. The nearest thing to а malfunc­
tion was one frontal closure, that is if 1 discount the near 
malfunction of my bowels about two seconds before the 
twenty-sixth touchdown. Apart from а mi id  brtJise or two 
and an aftermath of stiffness, which could Ье attributed 
to advancing years, 1 survived the programme with no 
injuries. 

For а large proportion of the proceedings the landing 
area was crawling with photographers, reporters and 
crews from three television companies. Anglia T.V. gave 
а very pleasing coverage as did Yorkshire A.T.V., but the 
В. В. С. didn't put out their material. А horde of representa­
tives from the national press shot about а mile of film 
between them but judging  Ьу the absence of reports the 
following day 1 guess they were just loosening up their 
shutters and sharpening their pencils. During the Anglia 
programme an unexpurgated instruction Ьу Ron O'Brien 
to the effect that 1 should kindly refrain from capewel l ing 
on.landing came through loud and clear. Не wasn't even 
bleeped. 

WEST M ERCIA INSURAN C E  BROKERS 
ORTON ROAD, WOLVERHAMPTON TELEPHONE WOMBOURNE 2661 

We provide q uotati ons 
without oЬi igat ion 

on any of you r  i nsurance req u i rements 
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ТНЕ SERVICE PARACHUTE CENTRES 
(Major Е. А. J .  Gardener) 

Мапу of you wi l l  already have heard that sport parachut­
iпg is поw recogпized as ап official adveпturous traiпiпg 
activity iп the Services апd that this is resultiпg iп  chaпges 
iп the maiп service parachute ceпtres апd associatioпs. 
Although all the details have поt yet Ьееп fiпalized апd 
the plaпs are опlу just begiппiпg to соте iпto effect, а 
few outliпe details may help parachutists - civiliaп as 
well as servicemeп - to uпderstaпd what facilities are 
availaЫe. 

1 97 2  WORLD 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

RESULTS 
Overall World Champions 

Netheravoп has already Ьееп estaЫished as а Joiпt 
Services Parachute Ceпtre. Siпce the begiппiпg of this 
year it  has Ьееп ruппiпg two week basic courses which 
опlу servicemeп are eligiЫe to atteпd; these courses are 
free apart from а small ameпities charge. Some vacaпcies 
сап Ье al lotted to intermediate service parachutists for 
coпtiпuatioп traiпing, but Ьу пехt year а пumber of 
separate coпtiпuatioп courses may Ье iпcluded iп the 
programme. Despite this official take-over for courses 
the АРА is still iп beiпg; as ап associatioп it is still 
respoпsiЫe for Army sport parachutiпg world wide апd 
assists with the orgaпizatioп of the Netheravon Joint 
Services ceпtre as well as the centres in  Germaпy апd 
Cyprus. The Army Parachute Ceпtre sti l l  operates, 
superimposed оп the Joiпt Services Centre; servicemeп 
and civiliaпs сап jump (mainly at week-eпds but also at 
other times Ьу prior arrangemeпt) provided that they are 
members of the ВРА апd the АРА. Netheravon is поw а 
mi l itary a i rfield апd it is therefore по loпger possiЫe to 
feed or accommodate civiliaпs; servicemen wanting these 
facilities must apply iп advaпce. lt is also пecessary to 
produce ап АРА membership card or military ideпtity 
card to get onto the airfield. 

Men : Clayton Schoelpple, U.S.A. 
Wome n :  В. Karkoschka, D.D.R.  

Style Champions 

Men : J. С. Armaing, France 
Average t i me 7.1 8 

Women : М .  Baulez, France 
Average t ime 8.48 

Accuracy Champions 

Men : Majer, Czechoslovakia. РТСН8 
Total 0. 1 2  

Women : А. Dioujova, U.S.S.R.  UT 1 5  
Total 3.01 

OVERALL ТЕАМ CHAMPIONS 

The RAFSPA sti l l  operates its оwп centre at Westoп­
oп-the-Greeп at week-eпds where visitiпg ВРА members 
holdiпg General Permits may jump. lп the near future а 
Joint Services Parachute Centre will  also Ье estaЫished 
there but, just as at Netheravoп, the two orgaпisatioпs 
wil l  coпtiпue to operate together. 

The Rhiпe Army Parachute Association i п  Germaпy 
апd the Cyprus Comblned Services Parachute Ceпtre 
wil l ,  it is hoped, also eveпtual ly become Joint Service 
Ceпtres but will contiпue to welcome visitiпg jumpers 
for coпtiпuatioп training as at preseпt. 

Details of a l l  the official Joiпt Service courses are 
puЫished periodically iп Service Orders. For any further 
informatioп coпcerning continuation jumpiпg, coпtact 
the Chief lпstructors or Secretaries of the centres con­
cerпed; their addresses апd telephone numbers are 
listed iп the froпt of Sport Parachutist. 

1 .  USSR 
2. U.S.A. 
3. Czec hoslovakia 
4. Poland 
5. Switzerland 
6. DDR 
7. Great Britaln 

Team Accuracy: Men 

1 .  Switzerland 
2. USSR 
3. Czechoslovakia 
4. Great Britain 

STOLEN EQUIPMENT 

* 

The followiпg equipmeпt has been stolen from the Sport 
Parachute Ceпtre, Bridl iпgton. 
Complete maln parachute, comprising : 
Red and Black chequerboard Mk.1. Para Commander wlth 
white Short sleeve, twln М.д.1. pllot chutes and 8.4. pack 
and harness. 

The сапору has а small 21/z" square Ыасk patch, and one 
crown line has been replaced. 

lnformation оп the whereabouts of the equipment should 
Ье sent to the Chief lnstructor, The Sport Parachute 
Centre. 
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1 PAPILLON 
j The super competition сапору Ьу E FA of France 

1 

! 4th·5th·7th & 14th lndividual 
• 

1 Accuracy at the 
; 1971 U.S. Nationals 

,: 

PARA-PLANE 
7 out of 10 Dead Centres 
at the 
1971 U.S. Nationals 

SENTINEL МК2000 
Fully automatic parachute 

pack release system 

Sentinel Systems Have Provided 
Life Saving Capabllity То 67 
Sport Parachutists (Confirmed) 
"РrоЬаЫе Saves" Estimated At 
More Than 1 00. 

ffffffffffffffffffff 
ftffffffffffffffffff 
ffffffffffffffffffff 
fffffff 

SPORT PARA SERVICES • 25 C R OO KHAM ROAD • F LEET · HANTS • Telephone F LE ET 3793 

Fishcrprint О 


