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•pRQTECTOR' 
17ft (5.2m) SteeraЫe Reserve 
Flight Data 
Terminal velocity opening time-1.5 secs. Normal rate of descent 
with 220 lbs.-17.5 ft./sec. Rate of turn-360°in 7-Bsecs. 
Canopy 
The canopy is manufactured from 1 oz. ripstop weave, heat sealed, 
nil porosity nylon. There are 20 gores, two of these have Ыank 
portions to provide drive and steerabllity. The Ыank gores are 
covered with nylon net for additional safety during deployment. 
StaЫe in flight, the canopy will provide adequate manoeuvrabllity 
coupled with а low descent rate. 
Liftwebs 
Manufactured from 4,000 lbs. (1820 kg) nylon webblng the 
liftwebs are connected Ьу а strop for additional safety. American 
snaphooks with 5,000 lbs. rating are used. The Protector can Ье 
adjusted to any of four positions on the wearer. 
Pack 
01 synthetic materials and shaped to fit the body. The ripcord 
position can Ье either right hand side or top pull. The tie downs are 
integral with the pack. 

•pдTHFINDER' 
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Flight Data 
Terminal velocity opening time-2.5 secs. approx. Normal rate of 
descent with 220 lbs.-15.5. ft/sec. Rate of turn-36Q0 in 4 secs. 
Canopy 
Manufactured of nil porosity heat sealed 1.6 oz. nylon fabric, the 
canopy has 24 gores and 30 shaped apertures to provide drive, 
lift and turning. 
The canopy is extremely staЫe and recovery after stall is immediate 
with minimum surge. 
Harness 
Nylon webblng with а breaking strain of 4,000 lbs. (1820 kg), with 
conventional American ejector snaphooks and 1! shot Capewell 
canopy releases. The harness is instantly adjustaЫe at main 
suspension and backstrap points. А full length backpad and 
comfort pads are provided. 
Pack 
AvailaЫe in either three pin 'style' configuration or the more 
conventional four pin assemЫy. 8oth packs are designed for use 
with the lrvin Hitefinder and other automatic openers. 
Sleeve & Auxilliary 
The sleeve is  of heavy duty 4t oz./sq. yd. cotton fabric with 
conventional line stowage and mouthlock. 
The зв· diameter auxiliary is manufactured from low porosity nylon. 

Further detвils вnd prices вvвi/вЬ/е from: 
RFD-GQ L TD., Parachute Sales Division, Godalming, 

Surrey, England. Те!: Godalming 4122 Telex: 85233 
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Editorial 

А L lf)CDUGLAa, 
ТНЕ FLAT, 

Ter. З19� 

J. ГНЕ STRAN�, 

D'R�Y. DEI 1 

ТНЕ CASE AGAINST ................................... the lead stop 

Some years ago parachutists Ьеgап to fit pieces of lead 
опtо the main ripcord саЫе to preveпt the main ripcord" 
from beiпg lost, either after the pull or оп the jourпey back 
to the packing area. Another reason it  was claimed, for 
fitting the lead stop, was that in the event of а closure of 
the maiп pack, the pull of the stop agaiпst the ripcord 
housing оп the top flap would Ье sufficieпt to free the flap 
апd therefore open the pack. 

ln view of recent fatalities in the U.S.д_ in which the lead 
stop has Ьееп the priпciple factor iп the cause, it is worth 
while coпsideriпg the impl icatioпs of fittiпg anythlng 
which might arrest the free passage of the ripcord through 
the housing. The fatalities in question have all followed а 
similar pattern ; 

1 .  ln each case а lead stop was fitted to the main ripcord. 
2. The main parachute had malfuпctioпed. 
3. The parachutist had cut away from the main. 
4.  The reserve parachute had Ьееп immediately орепеd. 
5. The reserve pilot chute or bridal cord had caught uроп 

the trail ing maiп ripcord. 
6. The reserve rigging liпes paid out, but the арех, 

uпаЫе to free itself failed to iпflate, апd the para­
chutist fell to the g rouпd with the сапору and l iпes 
horseshoiпg above him. 

Now let us coпsider the secoпd 'reasoп' for the lead 
stop, апd it's affect u роп а pack closure. There is 
absolutely по guaraпtee that iп а closed pack situatioп, 
with the top f lap lifted Ьу the stop, the bottom and side 
flaps will free themselves. lt might Ье true in the case of the 
'Stylemaster' pack, where the ripcord housiпg is sewп to 
the right side flap, but in a l l  other four flap main containers 
there is по g uarantee the lead stop wi 11 о реп the pack. 

That is the case agaiпst the lead stop. So far it  has cost 
three lives. Three lives to offset against three maiп rip­
cords. Expensive ripcords. 

J. М. 

Front Cover 
Exit shot of а twiп beech over the Ре/iсап drop zопе Mary­
land U.S.A. Photo Ьу Andy Keech usiпg the equipmeпt 
illustrated оп page 24. Third тап out is /ап Merrick. 

lnside back cover 

Ray Cottiпgham catches Топу Dale about to break into а 
star at Elsinore. The positioп of the Suп, and the silhouette 
effect make the photograph quite outstaпdiпg. 



Revised lnstructors/Ciubs Lists Harrison, J. Old Warden 2734 
Henry, Т. S.A.S. 31 1 0  
Herbert, С. Singapore 1866 

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION INSTRUCTORS 
Hewltt, В. N. Northern Para 6023 
Hlll, А. V. В.Р.С. 193 

ADVANCED RATINGS (EXAMINERS) Holt, А. С. Northern Para 2224 
Name Club ВРА No Hogg, J. Е. В.Р.С. 187 
Acraman, R. S. R.A.P.A. 444 Hull, R. J. R.A.P.A. 8878 
Anderson, В. А.Р.А. 4590 Jarrett, R. G. Parachute Regiment 8370 
Boot, W. G. T/Valley 3930 Johnson, А. Т. R.A.F.S.P.A. 898 
Catt, W. А. А. С. 415 Johnson, J .  V .  W. Old Warden 1 1 9  
Card, R .  G .  А.Р.А. 1927 Jones, А. Parachute Regiment 1886 
Charlton, А. F. R.A.F.S.P.A. 110 Jones, D. J. R.A.F.S.P.A. 6979 
Crocker, J. Т. South Staffs 2066 Kemley, J. М. А.Р.А. 1952 
Engllsh, J. А. Northern Para 3767 Klrkham, R. N. R.A.F.S.P.A. 6498 
Gardner, Е. А. J. Parachute Regiment 1 78 Lewington, Е. Parachute Regiment 5382 
Grlfflths, R. Green Jackets 1 1 5  Lindsay, D. N. l reland 2317 
Hounsome, N. С. T/Valley 1598 Lonsdale, R. С. R.E.M.E. 1 1 5 1  
Hughes, D. А.Р.А. 1 1 6 Loutlll, 1. А. Hereford 4001 
Jackson, М. L. R.E. 343 Maddy, W. R.E.M.E. 1 430 
Jacobs, К. Е. R.A.F.S.P.A. 471 Мау, С. South Staffs 2643 
Jerstlce, В. Lancs. 2101 Melville, L. W. 7 R.Н.А. 1016 
Jlckells, Т. J. S.A.S. 198 Miller, 1. G. Yorks. 772 
Lalng, J. R.A.P.A. 1323 McCarthy, D. R.A.P.A. 949 
McLoughlln, J. Е. R.A.F.S.P.A. 175 McCauley, Peterborough 4416 
Mapplebeck, К. R.A.F.S.P.A. 1035 McGIII, J. А. 7 R.Н.А. 2066 
Mlddleton, J. S. Р. Centre 7618 Maclennen, W. М. Golden Lions 4060 
Martln, М. А. А.Р .А. 1444 McNaughton, D. Parachute Regiment 4 1 7  
McQueen, А. S. А.Р .А. 4318 Mltchell, G. Е. I.O.W. 407 
Meacock, W. J. Peterborough 578 Morrison, А. А.Р.А. 4848 
Peacock, D. R.A.F.S.P.A. 1 25 NоЫе, К. Northern Para 4298 
Ralne, G. Р. А.Р.А. 2229 NoЫe-Nesbltt, R. Northern Para 6461 
Reed, М. Yorks. 596 Norrls, J. R.A.F.S.P.A. 2363 
Reeves, М. R. 126 O'Brlen, М. J. В.Р.С. 332 
Rumney, С. S. Р. Centre 9492 O'Brlen, R. L. S. Р. Centre 3550 
Runacres, R. J. R.A.P.A. 338 Ollver, А. R. R.A.F.S.P.A. 2518 
Shea-Simonds, G. С. Р. S. Р. Centre 475 Oxley, Т. Е. R.A.P.A. 1442 
Sherman, Р. W. Old Warden 4757 Parker, А. Н. А.Р.А. 3138 
Slattery, W. Р. Nomad 258 Parklnson, Н. Е. R.A.F.S.P.A. 3276 
Stephenson, Е. W. S.A.S. 7699 Parry, R. Lancs 2735 
Turner, Р. W. R.E. 220 Patrick, J. 7 R.Н.А. 1 781 

Payne, D. С. Golden Lions 2370 
APPROVED RAТING Peel, F. S. Р. Centre 7096 Name Club ВРА No. Perkins, R. G. G. Peterborough 7794 

Addison, N. F. R.A.F.S.P.A. 2566 Price, А. J. R. М. 5489 
Armour, А. М. А.Р.А. 5649 Prin, О. Peterborough 6559 
Andreau, М. А.Р.А. 1645 Prince, D. Lancs 1880 
Aveling, М. F. Parachute Regiment 7450 Pusey, D. С. Parachute Regiment 2598 
Beard, J. А. Green Jackets 2050 Raillon, К. R.A.P.A. 5932 
Bennet, D. R.A.F.S.P.A. 3024 Reddick, J. А.Р.А. 349 
Birch, D. Т. R.A.P.A. 3036 Rees, В. 7 R.Н.А. 874 
Black, А. R.E. 1 1 06 Rf'iler, R. S. Р. Centre 4931 
Born, А. R. R.A.F.S.P.A. 2661 Rltchie, W. Sport Para Centre 6632 
Bowles, J. А. R.A.P.A. 1237 Rixon, Т. Embassy Womens Team 1250 
Boxall, J. Hereford 5455 RoЫnson, J. R.A.F.S.P.A. 938 
Burns, R. Sport Para Centre 3445 RoЫnson, R. J. Parachute Regiment 4059 
Cameron, К. А.Р.А. 7372 Rose, А. R.M.S.P.C. 2587 
Cathro, G. Parachute Regiment 1547 Ryan, R. R.E.M.E. 2400 
Cavanagh, Р. D. Lancs. 2817 Rymer, D. R.A.P.A. 5967 
Cockburn, А. М. R.A.P.A. 2749 Sansom, D. В. Parachute Regiment 3232 
Cole, А. J. N. В.Р.С. 346 Savage, D. Nomad 1671 
Cooper, А. Е. Manchester 3026 Scarret, W. Т. Malaysia 1428 
Crawley, Т. Green Jackets 343 Scholleld, В. S. Parachute Regiment 2332 
Dale, А. J. R.A.F.S.P.A. 845 Scott, R. S. S.A.S. 2899 
Daubney, J. Е. S.A.S. 2290 Seeger, R. А. М. R.M. (Singapore) 495 
David, В. А. Peterborough 822 Shone, G. В. R.A.P.A. 2245 
Deakin, М. D. R.A.F.S.P.A. 4239 Smilh, Е. Н. S.A.S. 759 
Day, Т. J. W. Met. Police 1 705 Smilh, J. F. Nomad 3847 
Desoldato, D. S. Р. Centre 3764 Silander, S. R.A.F.S.P.A. 3377 
Dlnneen, К. J. R.A.F.S.P.A. 3507 Souter, R. F. R.A.F.S.P.A. 5594 
Dlckson, Т. G. Scottish 472 Slandring, В. R. Parachute Regiment 2191 
Dlxon, А. С. R.E.M.E. 6174 St. John, L. N. Е. В.Р.С. 257 
E lllott, W. Е. А.Р.А. 4064 Taylor, М. Old Warden 1982 
Ellls, G. А.Р.А. 3432 Walmsley, J. Parachute Regiment 930 
Fernle, W. G. Scottish 1 859 Ward, М. R. L. R.M. 5741 
Forsdyke, J. К. South Staffs 3027 Wrighl, J. Parachute Regiment 1298 
Forster, J. К. Met. Police 5783 Whitney, D. М. Parachute Regiment 2163 
Francls, R. S. Р. Centre 3437 Williams, J. Thames Valley A/S 5343 
Fuller, 1. T/Valley 5532 Wilson, J. W. R.A.P.A. 2900 
Hackett, D. R.M. 878 Wlnwood, М. J. А.Р.А. 2319 
Hagan, Т. Nomad 1930 Wlseman, J. М. S.A.S. 2183 
Harper, 1. R.A.F.S.P.A. 5543 Wlllke, R. R.A.P.A. 2505 
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION L ТО 
FULL TIME CLUBS 

Peterborough Para. Centre 
S ibson Airfield, 
Peterborough 

Thames Valley Alrsports Club 
Compton Abbas Airfield, 
Nr. Shaftesbury, Dorset. 

The Sport Parachute Centre 
Grindale Field, Bridlington, 
Yorkshire. 
Yorkshlre Parachute Club 
Great Carr Farm, 
Kirby Misperton, 
Nr. Malton, Yorkshire. 

W. J. Meacock 
(at club address) 
Sibson Airfield 
Tel: Elton 289. 
М. de Cartier, 
The Cottage, Parhams Hi l l ,  
Ludwell, Shaftesbury, Dorset. 
Tel: Donhead 482. 
G. С. Р. Shea-Simonds 
(at club address). 
Tel: 0262- 77367. 
М.  Reed 
(at club address). 
Tel: Kirby Misperton 256. 

WEEK-END CLUBS 
British Parachute Club А. V. Hi l l .  
Headcorn Airfield, 18 St. Leonards Court, 
Ashford, Kent. Westhill Road, St. L. on Sea, 

Brunel Universlty 
Skydlvlng Club 

с/о Students Union, 
Brunel University, Uxbridge, 
Middx. (Brunel Students only) 

Sussex. 
Tel: Hastings 33383. 
The Secretary 
(at club address). 

Hereford Parachute Club 1. Loutitt. 
Shobdon Aerodrome, 36 Park Street, 
Shobdon, Leominster, Hereford Hereford. 
lndependent Skydlvers G. Walsh, 
Swansea Aerodrome, 32 Longfellow Gardens, 
Swansea. Machen. Newport. Mon. 
Lancastrian Parachute Club В. Jerstice, 

Manchester Free Fall Club 
Tilstock O.Z. 
Twenlows Hall  Farm, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire. 
Manchester Parachute Club 

1 8 1  Bradley Lane, Standish, 
Wigan, Lancs. 
Tel: Standish 3356. 
R. W. Dyson, 
25 Woodbridge Road, Flixton, 
Manchester, М31 2RH. 

д. Е. Cooper. 
8 Longford Avenue, Stretford, 
Manchester, Lancs. 

Martlesham Heath Para Club R. G. Perkins, 
Martlesham Heath Aerodrome, 30 Mons Way, 
Nr. lpswich. Suffotk. Bromley, Kent. 
Metropolitan Police О. Anderson, 

Parachute Club 69 Monkhams Lane, 
Nuthampstead Airfield. Herts. Woodford Green, Essex. 
North West Para Centre J. О. Prince. 
Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, 21 The Coppice, lngol, 
Nr. Grange over Sands, Preston. Lancs. 
Lancs 
Paraclan Parachute Club 
Charter Hall ,  Nr. Berw ick. 

Southern Skydlvlng Club 
Sandown Airport, 
Sandown, I . O.W. 
Scottlsh Parachute Club 
Strathalan Castie. 
Auchterarder, Perthshirc. 

South Staffordshire 
Skydiving Club 

Halfpenny Green Aerodrome. 
Bobb�ngton, Worcs 
Northumbrla Parachute Club 
Sundcrland A1rport, 
Wash�ngton Road, 
Sunderland, Со Durham 
Vauxhall Skydiving Club 
Halfpenny Green Acrodrome, 
BobЫngton. Worcs. 
(Vauxhal l  Motors only) 

О. С. Payne. 
13 Boswell Orive, Kinghorn, 
Fife. 
С. Е. Mitchell 
(at club address). 

Miss д. Mundell, 
б Coltpark Avenue, 
Bishopbriggs, 
Glasgow С64 2АТ. 
G. Webster, 
Brake Lane, West Hagley, 
Stourbridge, Worcs. 
Tel· Hagley 3993. 
Cl•i�f lnstructor 
(at club address). 
Tel: Boldon 7530. 

G. Е. Mitchel l, 
9 Kennedy Close, 
Newton, Chester СН2 2PL 
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R.S.A. Parachute Club 
Goodwood Airfield, 
Nr. Chichester, Sussex. 

R. S. Acraman. 
7 Chartwell ,  The Hatches, 
Frimley Green, Surrey. 
Tel: Оеер Cut 5170. 

EXPERIENCED PARACHUТISTS ONLV 
Nomad Skydiving Team R. О. King, 

Oid Warden Flying and 
Parachute Group 

The 'Chuting Stars' 
Display Team 

The Embassy Womens 
Free Fall Team 

Boughton Aluph Skydivers 

66 Westbury Crescent, 
Oxford. 
R. О. Кing, 
66 Westbury Crescent, 
Oxford. 
D. Waterman, 
94 Hamlet Gardens, 
London, W.б. 
Miss Tracy Rixon, 
11 Ь Keswick Road, 
East Putney, London, SW15 
Tel : 01 .874.0358 
L. N. Е. St. John, 
'Malthouse', Pilgrims Way, 
Boughton Aluph, Nr. Ashford, 
Kent. 

SERVICE ASSOCIATIONS, CLUBS AND TEAMS 
Army Parachute Association Chief l nstructor, 

Rhine Army 
Parachute Association 

Jolnt Services Sport Para 
Association 

R.A.F. Sport Parachute 
Association 

д.Р.д. Centre, Airfield Camp, 
Netheravon, Wiltshire. 
Chief lnstructor, 
R.A.P.A. Centre . . 
S.T.C. Sennelager, 
B.F.P.O. 1 6. 
Mr. С. Herbert, 
J.S.S.P.A., G.P.O. Вох 2285, 
G.P.O. Singapore. B.F.P.O. 164 
Flt. Lt. Р. Burgess, 
Hon. Sec. RAFSPA, 
R.A.F. Weston on the Green. 
Nr. Bicester, Oxon. 

Parachute Regiment Free Fall Major В. S. Schof ield, 
Club Para Regt. Free Fall Team, 

Browning Bks .. Aldershot, 
Hants. 

Royal Marines Sport 
Parachute Club 

Cyprus ComЬined Servlces 
Sport Parachute Club 

Tel· Aldershot 24431 Ext 2446. 
Chief lnstructor, 
ITC. Royal Marines, 
Lympstone. Exmouth, Oevon. 
Tel: Topsham 3781. 
Sgt. К. Mapplebeck. 
P.F. Section, 
R.A.F. Akrotiri, B.F.P.O. 53. 

7 Parachute Regiment R.H.A. Capt. J. М. Patrick, R.H.A.,  
(The Black Knights) 7 Parachute Regiment RHA., 

R.E.M.E. Free Fall Team 

Royal Green Jackets 
Free Fall Team 

22 Special Air Service 
Parachute Club 

Lille Bks .. Aldershot, Hants. 
Tel: Aldershot 24431 Ext 3542. 
W.O. I I .  R. С. Lonsdale. 
16 Para Workshop R.E.M.E., 
Arnhem Bks., Aldershot, Hants. 
Tel: Aldershot 24431 Ext 3520. 
Mr. J. А. Beard, 
40 Brill Close. Сох Green. 
Maidenhead, Berkshire. 
Tel: MaJdenhead 25195. 
Sgt. В. Anderson. 
·о· Sqn .. 22.S.A.S., 
Brcн.Jbury Lines. Hereford. 

Golden Lions Parachute Club Cpl. 1. Gray, 

Lincoln Pathfinders 
Free Fall Club 

Glencorse Barracks. 
Milton Br1dge. Penicuik. 
Midloth1an. Scotland. 
Mr. 1 G. Miller. 
1 4  Copse Road. Ashby, 
Scunthorpe. Lincs. 



HEAVEN IS IN CALIFORNIA 
Ву TONY DALE 

Early in 1971 1 decided that for ту suттer leave 1 would 
get away to soтewhere that could offer plenty of sun­
shine, sоте good beaches and above all sоте great juтp­
ing. As far as the juтping was concerned 1 was only 
interested in doing plenty of relative work and getting i n  
o n  sоте BIG ST ARS. The choice then was obvious -
CALI FORN IA and those of you who subscribe to either 
'Parachutist' or 'Sky Diver' will know that the f irst stop i n  
California тust surely Ье Elsinore. 

Having decided where 1 wanted to go the next thing to 
do was to arrange how to get there. Froт the start 1 felt 
that 1 would Ье аЫе to fix up а ride either with the USAF 
say froт Mi ldenhall or the RAF froт Brize Norton. Му 
good luck however started early and 1 found out that the 
ВоsсотЬе Down Сотеt 4 was leaving for Kelly AFB in 
Texas а few days before ту leave was due to start. Thanks 
to а nuтber of people at ВоsсотЬе Down 1 oblained 
permission to go on the aircraft and was even given а 
couple of days off as "Travel l ing Time". 

On Tuesday the 27th July 1 walked the 300 yards froт 
ту rоот to the Сотеt coтplete with Р.С. and ruck sack 
and at 1030 we lifted off for the USA via Lajes in the 
Azores and Berтuda. 

After а stop for fuel at Lajes we stopped for the night at 
Berтuda and 1 had ту f i  rst taste of what was to соте with 
deep Ыuе skies and а hot hot sun! The next morning after 
а 6 а. т. swiт in the Hotel Pool, we returned to the Aircraft 
ready for an early departure. Only strong wi l l-power 
prevented те froт staying on in Berтuda as at one stage 
1 even thought about retiring.froт the Air Force! However 
loyalty to Queen and Country kept me going, though far 
greater teтptations were to соте. 

We landed at Kelly AFB in the early afternoon and after 
the U .S. entry forтalities 1 said good-bye to the others and 
made my way over to the USAF "space availaЫe" desk 
to see about а flight out to the West Coast. Throughout my 
trip, the USAF were тost helpful and they have а g reat 
systeт whereby meтbers of the US forces can travel on 
any aircraft that has а "spare seat". This is similar to the 
RAF indu lgence systeт except that one doesn't have to 
subтit forтs in triplicate some weeks before, just таkе 
out а card at the "Space AvailaЫe" desk at any USAF 
Base. There were no тоrе ai rcraft out that day to Cali­
fornia so 1 was given а very nice room for the night and 
instructed to call back at 0800 hours the next day. The 
following тorning looked good with а С 1 41 due to leave 
for Norton AFB near Los Angeles. However having been 
тan ifested and called to the aircraft we were suddenly 
off-loaded in favour of more freight. 1 spent the rest of the 
day at the Base swiттing pool sоте 300 yards away, 
enjoying the Texas sunshine and а 100° F teтperature, 
with а quick walk back to "Space AvailaЫe" every hour to 
check on ai rcraft arrivals. At 1 800 1 got lucky again, as the 
sky went dark and а massive С 5 Galaxy arrived to load 
freight for TRAVIS AFB near San Francisco in North 
California. The С5 took off at 0300 with те on board and 
after а fantastic f l ight of some 5 hours (that things а flying 
warehouse), 1 arrived at long last in California. With the 
time differential l checked into "Space AvailaЫe" at Travis 
at 0230 and once again luck was with me as they had а 
С141 Starlifter leaving for Ontario lnternational at 0520. 
Time then for а shower and breakfast and then out to the 
ai rcraft for а 55 minute flight south just as dawn was 
breaking. Ontario lnternational is very close to Los 
Angeles and only а mere 25-30 тiles froт Elsinore. 

The USAF groundcrew were very friendly and after а 
coffee they insisted that 1 accept а lift to Elsinore. One of 
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theт was an agent for Wells Fargo and took me over to 
Elsinore in his own car flatly refusing any forт of pay­
meпt. Some sample of Americaп hospitality. 

1 introduced тyself to Gary Douris the C . l .  at Elsinore, 
had ту documeпts checked and Ьу 1 000 was kitted up 
ready to juтp. Му first one was а low accuracy attempt 
from the Howard to get а look at the DZ and the country­
side. Atteтpt is а fair description, as that was the f i rst and 
last accuracy juтp 1 таdе at Elsinore. Very straпge 
conditions with а l ight wiпd most of the time, pleпty of hot 
turbulent air and not the softest of pits. The centre has 
more to offer thaп апу of the other places 1 visited with а 
nuтber of good aircraft; 2 Twin Beech 3 Howards апd а 
Cessna 180 serviceaЫe when 1 was there with а number 
more beiпg serviced! Pleпty of real grass about as the 
water sprinklers are kept going тost of the time, апd 
above al l  sоте showers with plenty of hot water. Sleeping 
arrangeтents were very simple, you just picked а spot out 
on the grass and went to sleep. With such а tremeпdous 
cl iтate sleeping outside was а real joy though 1 тust 
adтit the тosquitoes had а ball too. The centre has а 
good number of taЬies outside, four of which have а roof 
over them and а few more inside under cover which are 
used Ьу the staff апd the regular patroпs etc. The systeт 
for тaking up loads there is very straight forward in that 
you collect а l ist of names, together with the correct 
aтount of $ hand it to Lynda at the manifest desk апd sit 
back until you get called to 'get it on'. Му second j u т p  was 
from the Howard agaiп and 1 was to Ье No 3 for а 3 таn 
with а student as base and B i l ly Boles of the "Fiying Farkle 
Family" as р iп .  1 weпt out f i rst and cl iтbed up along the 
strut so that 1 could hang out of the way as the base and 
рiп got sorted out апd left. Never having tried that order 
before 1 found it worked very well and 1 was a� le to close 
the two of theт in superb fashion to fly а n ice staЫe 3 mап.  
R/W in California at last but поt exactly а Ьig star? Anyway 
1 was juтping and as people said "lt a l l  happens at th.e 
week-end" 1 got packed and went u p  for aпother опе, th1s 
time from 7,500 feet to make а 4 таn using the same base 
aпother studeпt as рiп with B i l ly 3 апd myself 4. This t ime 
things did not go quite as рlаппеd апd 1 was out iп time to 
see the first two тiss and then Bil ly Boles make а 2 mап 
with the рiп. 1 was well set u p  to make i t  а three man and 
then lo and behold back сате the origiпal base man to 
make а slow but steady approach and eventual ly the four 
mап, апd that with less thaп 60 descents. Not а bad start 
to ту leave, just th ree days to get to Elsiпore froт U.K. 
and apart froт food not а penny spent. That night 1 weпt 
to sleep on the grass Ьу the fепсе and woke up at first l ight 
to find 1 had сотраnу all  around. People it seemed had 
been arriving through the night and one Ьу one had 
crashed out оп the grass. Some climate. The centre 
operates а systeт whereby you сап have the f irst jump at 
half price provided you book in Ьу 0830 which тeans 
1 2 ,500 feet for $4 as opposed to the пormal $8. Needless 
to say it works very well and everyone aims to get there for 
the cheap jump. While 1 was standing around waiting for 
things to sort themselves out Zeke апd Lolly Lепп came 
over and asked те if 1 had anyone to j u m p  with and when 1 
said по, iпvited me to jump with their team. We got kitted 
up апd iпto the small yellow beech for the loпg c l imb up to 
1 2 ,500 feet. 1 went out No. 4 апd saw а sight which 

.rвтinded те of jumping back hоте. People т i l l ing 
arouпd but по оп е liпked up. The base and p in  had тissed 
so 1 went in No 3 on the pair that did get together followed 
very sтoothly Ьу 4. 5 however was тuch too hard and 
took us all out. Not too pleased with that опе as 1 had been 
hoping for better things at E lsinore so 1 got packed ready 
to try again. As Zeke and the group were going to wait а 
while he took me along апd iпtroduced me to Rоп Наuп 
and asked Ron if he could f ix те u p  with а lift. As things 
worked out it was the best thiпg that could have happened 



as it was only а short time before Ron was asking for my 
$8 and enquiring what number 1 wanted to jump. Не 
decided 1 should go No. 4 trom the lead Beech and that we 
would Ье using the 1 80 as well and trying for а 1 3  man. 
Needless to say 1 was more than а little excited as up to 
that tiтe the largest star 1 had таdе was an 8 таn with the 
Falcons in SHARJAH. 1 must adтit 1 had а real dose of 
nerves in the А/С on the way up as the last thing 1 wanted 
to do was to disgrace myself Ьу busting it a l l .  Things 
however went very well and 1 got i n  No 5 with no trouЫe 
and was аЫе to watch а further 8 get in to make а perfect 
1 2  MAN STAR. Му eyes nearly fel l  out ту head as it got 
larger and larger and the rest of theт said afterwards that 
ту grin got so Ьig 1 nearly swallowed myself. Only one 
тissed out and went low and that fantastic 1 2  MAN set the 
pattern for what was to Ьесоте the тost exciting W/E of 
ту life and without douЫ the most rewarding juтping 1 
had experienced in 9 years of the sport. 

Ray Cottingharn was using h is  helmet тounted Nikon 
F but 1 entered the group right next to hiт so failed to get 
an arrival picture taken. Th is  happened more than once 
during the first week, as 1 was so determined to make the 
star as quickly and safely as possiЫe that 1 never thought 
about тaking it opposite the caтeraman! 

After packing Ron таdе up another load of the sате 
juтpers to try for а good 1 О таn out of the larger white 
beech and again 1 was i nvited to jump with them. Went out 
No. 4 and got in 4 again however right next to Ray and the 
сатеrа, but was then аЫе to see a l l  the others arrive as 
"CAM ERA HOGS" to а таn they all arrived at the other 
side and 1 was аЫе to view approach after approach as the 
boys queued up to join the star. The Twin Beech is not the 
greatest of jump А/С for R/W and 1 was surprised how 
craтped both the inside and the door are. The system 
used in the main is to clear the door area f irst fol lowed Ьу 
all those on the port side and then all those on the star­
board side. This means of course that the first таn of the 
starboard queue must know exactly what the last таn in 
the port queue i s  wearing, otherwise а large gap or worse 
а jат would result. 

The Twin Beech is used pretty extensively at the тajor 
clubs and to Ье in the centre of а torrent of juтpers out of 
а Beech is some experience. Even though 1 had been 
briefed to dive for the bottom half of the door, the first 
couple of juтps 1 таdе not only d id  1 touch the top of the 
door, 1 nearly got stuck. Once the NC reaches altitude and 
is on the run in there are continuous cries of "Ciose it up" 
and once the bell rings to signal the "Cut" all  hell breaks 
loose. When using two or three А/С for the larger stars the 
lead ship is where the spotting is done from and once the 
cut is given there the pilot calls the other pilots to cut who 
in turn pass the тessage to their juтpers and everyone is 
aware that the exit is iтminent. The trail ships are fairly 
close and slightly low of the lead А/С and once the bodies 
start leaving the lead ship everyone goes. The base and 
Pin always go froт the lead А/С but then everone else has 
an equal chance and this certainly gives а good 
concentration of juтpers. That juтp proved to Ье а 100% 
success as all the boys таdе it i n  and we had а nice 1 О таn 
flying for а long tiтe. You could almost sense the 
atтosphere of casual professionalism froт the тотеnt 
of board ing the А/С to the pick up truck depositing the 
successful load back at the packing area. The only 
briefing generally was to play it cool and not to rush, as no 
t ime records had to Ье broken and there was no hurry. То 
those boys а siтple smooth 1 О таn i n  about 30 seconds 
was pretty easy and alтost routine, so different froт 
relative work in most other places but then considering 
the facilities and the weather right through the year that is 
how it should Ье. 
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The teтperature on the D.Z. was around the 100 
degrees mark and although the pit area was only а few 
hundred yards away from the packing taЫes it was а very 
necessary luxury to ride the open pick-up trucks back to 
the taЫes. The Ыazing sun and very h igh temperatures 
made packing а little uncoтfortaЫe especially if your 
turn сате up on one of the uncovered taЫes or on the 
grass, quick packing sure pays off there! Elsinore is i n  
fact part of SKYLARK AVIATION a n d  i s  owned Ь у  LARRY 
PERKINS who also runs а very good flying club coupled 
with а gliding club, so all in all, it is pretty active. This 
ensures that тost of the t iтe cold drinks, sandwiches, and 
snacks are readily availaЫe and for ту part 1 lived on cans 
of g rape drink and large salad sandwiches. lt was not long 
before 1 realised 1 was spend ing а sтall fortune on cans of 
drinks so in true British fashion 1 rationed myself to lots 
of water froт the tap with the occasional luxury of а can. 

That good 1 О таn then was the last jump 1 таdе on the 
Saturday and after а leisurely pack with the setting sun as 
а background 1 again spent а pleasant night out on the 
grass. The following morning 1 found l'd had сотраnу i n  
bed, but only of the insect variety with wings and long 
legs- MOSQUITOES. Not too badly Ьitten but worse was 
to соте. 

Sunday the first looked l i ke being another nice day 
(everyone else of course took it for granted) and again 
тost of the juтpers booked in early to make the first 
cheap jump. 1 paid ту $4 to ВОВ WESTOVER who was 
тaking up а lift with RON and was eventually told 1 would 
Ье No. 4 out of the lead Beech with the smaller Beech as 
trailship making а total of 1 8  if everyone got in.  The largest 
atteтpt yet and all the тakings of а nice star if everyone 
took it easy. Again the usual calls in the А/С of "Ciose it 
up- close it up" followed quickly Ьу the bell and away we 
went. 1 got in No. 4 and watched it build very quickly, but 
not as sтooth ly as the others, and it got up to 14 with 15 
joining up on right of те when JERAY BIAD came in 2 
round on my left. Everything happened at once and the 
last thing 1 saw was Jerry lift inside the star holding on but 
facing outwards. lt collapsed there and all that side 
funnelled down in а g reat rush, leaving те loose at the top 
with just enough air to тоvе back and track away. 

That one jump showed те how careful one has to Ье 
during the last stages of approach to avoid being caught 
out and loosing l ift. Had that been те instead of Jerry 
B i rd it тost certainly would have ended ту large star 
attempts with the 'Good' juтpers at Elsinore. 1 got packed, 
drank 'h gallon of water and it was time to try again. Once 
тоrе in the lead А/С and this tiтe No. 5 with the chance 
of а 15 таn if they all got in. lt started well with а very quick 
base and 1 made it in 5, watched it g row quite quickly but 
when it got to 1 О it broke apart. Not due to being taken out 
Ьу а hard approach but siтply due to а poor grip with а 
lot oftension on that side. One тoment we had а nice star 
flying and the next а very large gap. Again 1 was аЫе to 
learn Ьу soтeone else тaking а m istake but at the tiтe it 
was а great shaтe as that one had a l l  the makings of а nice 
large starwith lots of people close and ready to join.  We all  
got packed again and then sat around and waited for the 
sun to drop fairly low so as to have some nice sunset 
shots for Ray to take with the Nikon. This time we used 
both the Twin Beeches, giving а possiЫe 18 man star, 
and 1 was again No. 5 in the lead ship. The bell went for the 
cut and the g reat rush started all over again. This one was 
perfect as the base was very quick and the early n umbers 
were in there in no tiтe at all with no proЫems. 1 got i n  
around No. 7 and was аЫе t o  fly i n  а smooth fal l ing star 
watching it get larger and larger. Certainly one of the 
nicest stars yet and perfectly round 1 remeтber being too 
excited to count the heads but saw 2 below so knew we 
would not таkе the coтplete 1 8. The whole thing flew for 
something l ike 1 2  secs with а fantastic backdrop of 



Elsiпore lake апd а deep red suп disappeariпg behiпd the 
тouпtaiпs. After the break, track апd pul l  i t  was obvious 
froт the hootiпg апd roariпg that we had iп fact таdе the 
тagic 16 апd the jourпey to the pit seeтed to take forever. 
What ап епd to the day апd what а c l iтax to ту first week­
eпd of juтpiпg iп Califorпia. 

Haviпg had such а successful week-eпd, апd beariпg 
iп тiпd the fact that тid-week would Ье fairly quiet iп 
coтparisoп 1 decided to forget about jumpiпg uпti l  the 
followiпg Satu rday апd iпstead to get out апd see soтe­
thiпg of Califorпia. Over the week-eпd 1 had met а 
treтeпdous пuтЬеr of really пiсе people most of whoт 
had iпvited me to drop Ьу апd look them up. Two of these 
were а couple of juтpers receпtly graduated from 
Uп iversity iп Arkaпsas, Dale Evaпs апd Garry Carter 
who iпvited me to stay at their place for as loпg as 1 l i ked. 
1 decide that would Ье ту first stop. 1 speпt Suпday пight 
out оп the grass Ьу myself as everyoпe else had left, апd 
was а little worried about beiпg so isolated. 1 had forgotteп 
the mosquitoes however апd hardly slept at a l l .  At five­
thirty thiпgs had got so bad that 1 was up апd walkiпg 
about to escape theт, keepiпg ап еуе out at the sате 
time, for ВоЬ Westover who had prom ised to cal l  iп оп his 
way to work.with ту sh iпy пеw sixteen тап patch. After 
breakfast а couple of jumpers from the "Fiyiпg Farkle 
Family" Billy Bishop апd Rick Taylor called Ьу апd we al l  
set off to do sоте body surfiпg at  the beach. After а very 
pleasaпt drive over the mouпtaiпs to the coast we got to 
Newport beach апd walked aloпg to а place called the 
WEDGE. That place was out of this world апd sоте of the 
waves were out of sight. For every persoп iп the water 
there were 3 or 4 sittiпg оп the saпd just watch iпg, апd 
sоте eпtertaiпmeпt they got! The wedge was forтed Ьу 
а huge rocky breakwater апd the waves got so big that at 
the епd of а ride you could expect 30 secoпds or so of 
turпiпg over апd over before beiпg fiпally smashed опtо 
the beach.  We left the beach for LOS ANGELES iп the late 
afterпooп апd the boys dropped me off пеаr the UCLA 
Campus at WESTWOOD. 1 теt up with Garry апd Dale 
апd that eveпiпg we had а walk arouпd Westwood vi l lage 
апd а тетоrаЫе visit to the ice-creaт parlour where you 
had to choose froт over 50 d iffereпt flavours. Оп the 
Tuesday we all weпt to а place пеаr L.A. called VENICE 
ВЕАСН at SANTA MONICA апd had some way-out 
rides оп sоте faпtastic waves. The other two were 
workiпg the eveпiпg shift at а PIZZA PALACE (to рау for 
the w/e's juтpiпg) so 1 was аЫе to waпder arouпd Ьу 
тyself iп the eveпiпg апd see how the other half l ived. 

Оп Wedпesday morпiпg 1 set off agaiп with ту ruck­
sack to hitch across L.A. to HIGHLAND PARK where Rоп 
апd Jаупе Наuп lived. That was ту fi rst try at hitch-hikiпg 
iп the U.S. апd although 1 got there О.К. very few people 
waпted to stop due to the large п uтЬеr of motorists who 
get stabbed and robbed Ьу hitch-hikers! Rоп апd Jаупе 
lived iп а very sтooth apartmeпt which had а pool поt two 
ful l  paces from the froпt door, coтplete with uпderwater 
l ightiпg. For the пехt few days 1 was very well looked 
after апd еvеп had а real bed to sleep оп. Not опlу did we 
get to see most of the beaches but also sоте of the тоге 
faтoLJS places such as HOLLYWOOD, BEVERLY HILLS 
апd the famous SUNSET STRIP. 1 had а really great tiтe 
with theт, апd theп very early оп Satu rday morпiпg we 
d rove out to Elsiпore iп tiтe to таkе the first jump of the 
day. 

The f i rst juтp was а lU тап atteтpt froт the larger 
white Twiп Beech апd 1 weпt out No. 6 to get iп оп what 
was to Ьесоте а very пiсе 10 тап. Very smoothly put 
together. the whole star was perfectly rouпd апd coт­
pletely staЫe. Опсе packed тost of the crowd made their 
way over to the пеаrЬу D.Z. at PERR IS where ruтour had 
it  а Twiп Otter was goiпg to Ье operating. There were lots 
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of people there апd quite а пiсе set up complete with а 
пuтЬеr of covered packi пg taЫes, spoilt опlу Ьу the dust 
storms set up Ьу еvеп а moderate breeze. The twiп otter 
was there, complete with soft furnishiпgs. А total of 1 9  
were тaпifested for our lift а п d  1 was dowп a s  N o .  10 ,  a l l  
out iп о п  е g o  t o  try for а 19 mап star. Еvеп though t h e  door 
was pleasaпtly larger thaп the twiп beech the base looked 
а loпg way away wheп 1 got out, as for No. 19! T h i s  опе 
though was а case of too much haste апd поt eпough саге 
as three times а base of sorts was forтed опlу to Ье takeп 
out Ьу ап over-eпthusiastic approach. Just as 1 was start­
iпg to get dowп close а пеw base forтed апd bui l t  very 
quickly to about six. l was well positioпed to move i п  about 
7 or  8 апd it  got to 1 О before the far side was takeп out. 
Really а lost cause from the start as the 19 iпvolved did поt 
juтp together regularly апd the whole thiпg was а bit 
hectic. Опсе packed, тost of the Elsiпore crowd decided 
поt to stay but returпed 'home' апd the comparative luxury 
of greeп grass, а тоrе sheltered area апd those good old 
pick-up trucks. Straight away а sтa l l  beech load was 
made up апd it was very пiсе to make а smooth 8 mап i п  
good t iтe with п о  опе out. Back i n  h i g h  spirits after that 
опе, 1 real ised theп how much 1 had Ьееп spoilt Ьу the 
luxury that was Elsiпore; апd how easy it was to get 
depressed siтply Ьу а star atteтpt that failed апd а back­
wards laпdiпg iп the dust. Lateroп duriпg mytourof North 
California, 1 was to appreciate еvеп more the small  
coтforts that таdе Elsiпore especial ly beiпg аЫе to 
shower апd сlеап up апу time d u ring the day 

That fiпished juтpiпg for опе day апd опсе we had all 
packed апd cleared up, plaпs were made for the eveпiпg. 1 
was iпvited out Ьу Rоп апd Jаупе апd so together with 
ВоЬ Westover апd his wife Cathy we all took off for а steak 
house оп the far side of the lake. That iп itself was ап 
experieпce as you had to pick out а lump of steak you liked 
апd place it оп top of the о реп gr i l l  to cook. Every so ofteп 
you had to walk over апd turп it uпtil it was cooked how 
you waпted. Опсе ready you loaded up the plate with 
salad etc. апd you were iп busi пess. The beer was good too 
апd we had а great tiтe which eпded up with те speпdiпg 
the пight оп the floor iп Bob's liviпg-rooт. They lived iп а 
very пiсе house across the lake from the D.Z. amoпgst the 
foot-hil ls of the sтaller mouпtaiп raпge betweeп Elsi пore 
апd the coast. Оп the Suпday morпiпg 1 was awake very 
early апd Ьу half-past-six had c l imbed qu ite а way up the 
foothi l ls апd was eпjoyiпg sоте real ly treтeпdous views 
of the lake апd the D.Z. The view as the suп са те up was 
out of th is world апd 1 could well understaпd why so тапу 
thousaпds of people тоvе hоте to live iп Califorпia. 

As it  was to Ье my last day iп the Los Aпgeles area before 
moviпg up to Sап Fraпcisco, Jаупе апd Cathy decide we 
would a l l  go апd visit пеаrЬу Disпeylaпd. Rоп апd ВоЬ of 
course both scorпed the idea апd flatly refused to leave 
Elsiпore before the епd of the days j u m piпg.  1 had always 
greatly adтired М. Mouse апd D. Duck so 1 was al l  for it, 
апd we decided to leave after luпch leaviпg the morпiпg 
free for а last couple of big star atteтpts. The fi rst try was 
for а 1 3  mап usiпg the larger Beech апd the 1 80 апd 1 was 
out No. 6 iп time to see а lot of mi l l iпg arouпd iпstead of 
the usual expaпdiпg star. Al l  i п  a l l  thiпgs did поt go at a l l  
well as just a s  1 was moviпg i п  1 almost coll ided with Ray 
Cottiпgham who was busy f i lmiпg апd goiпg for the same 
slot. Although we did поt touch 1 lost a l l  lift апd dropped 
very quickly below the group апd as we were gettiпg fairly 
low апуwау 1 decide to track off iп the d i rectioп of the 
packiпg taЫes. 1 was q u ite disappoiпted as that was the 
first star atteтpt that 1 did поt get iп оп at Elsiпore. О псе 

packed we had eпough tiтe for one last try before leaviпg 
to see "Mickey" апd this time 1 talked the others iпto lettiпg 
me go out last so that 1 would see all the bui ld-up before 
gettiпg iп .  Agaiп we weпt for а 13 тап usiпg two a i rcraft 
апd 1 was right up froпt i п  the twiп beech. аЫе for опсе to 
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relax and casually leave after the others. The early build­
up was very fast and in no time at a l l  they had а very nice 
8 man flying. l watched 9, 1 О and 1 1  move in smoothly and 
was just behind 12 moving in for what 1 was certain was 
going to Ье а beautiful 1 3  man when everything went 
wrong. No. 12 as it happened was the only girl in the g roup 
and instead of arriving at а slot she arrived very nicely 
over а back-pack and took them all  out. 1 could not see my 
altimeter for tears. 

That was my lastjump at Elsinore and though 1 was very 
tempted to stay 1 decide it was si l ly not to visit some of the 
other clubs having come so far. ln my opinion Elsinore is 
ТНЕ place to jump in California and although рrоЬаЫу 
the most expensive jump centre it certainly has а lot to 
offer. The cost of а jump from 12,500 the maximum height 
from which most large 'ST AR' attempts is made from is $8. 
For every 1 ,000 feet up to that height the cost increases 
Ьу 50с. There is no other charge for the use of the 
consideraЫe facilities other than U.S.P.A. тembership, 
and it is possiЫe to h i re equipment there though at some 
consideraЫe cost. 1 was certainly very lucky in that 1 was 
аЫе tо jumpwith someof the bestR/W jumpers in the U.S. 
and that most of the large star atteтpts we made were 
successful .  Ray Cottingham has а collection of photo­
graphs that defy description and is without douЫ one of 
the g reatest F/F photographers in the world. 1 was lucky 
enough to have him along on most of the juтps and as а 
result got some great pictures, although his prices make 
even Dave Waterman look cheap. 

Jayne, Cathy and myself left Elsinore after lunch, having 
said goodbye to al l the many friends 1 had made, and gotto 
Disneyland at three in the afternoon. 1 could certainly 
write for hours on the fantastic set up they have there but 
su·ttice to say that the real life world of Walt Disney is even 
more incrediЬie than his films, and that Mickey Mouse is 
definitely alive and well. We met up with Ron and ВоЬ later 
in the evening and although we stayed until 1 a.m. we 
never saw halfof it. The following morning quite early saw 
те saylng goodbye to Ron and Jayne at the side of the 
Main highway to the north. 1 could have flown back up 
north with the USAF, paid $ 1 8  for а commercial flight or 
even taken the Greyhound bus but 1 decided that the best 
way to see both the countryside and the people would Ье 
to hitch-hike the 350 miles or so from L.A. to San Fran­
cisco. Aftertwo hours oftrying to get а lift, l was beginning 
to think that 1 had made а bad mistake with thousands of 
cars flashing Ьу and the sun getting hotter and hotter. Му 
plan had been to make for the U.S.P.A. headquarters at 
Monterey along the coast highway, but as time passed 1 
realised that 1 would not make it before the office closed 
and decided to go straight to Antioch along the "Golden 
State" highway. The police l ike to discourage hitch­
hiking i n  California but have no law against it. The high­
ways have lots of access roads тuch like our motorways 
only they cal l  them ON raтps and OFF ramps. On each 
ON ramp there is а sign saying no pedestrians, cyclists 
etc. and the h ighway patrol will book at once any hitch­
hiker who passes the sign to reach the h ighway proper. 
Although many thousands of cars and trucks travel 
from L.A. to San Francisco each day it took me 13 hours 
and over а dozen lifts to get up to Antioch. Once or twice 
1 was dropped off way out in the wilds and stood no chance 

of ever getting а lift at an On ramp that saw maybe six 
vehicles а day. 1 chanced ту luck and moved up onto the 
highway each time until  the inevitaЫe happened and the 
highway patrol came along. The only thing that saved me 
was the fact that 1 was Engl ish and obviously not а hippy 
(short RAF type hair!) and instead of the usual fine 1 
was let off with а warning and told to get back beh ind the 
magic sign. The temperature at times went above the 1 1  оо 
mark and with а ruck-sack of over 601Ь and а "X-BOW 
HOG-BACK" of over 401Ь 1 was sure relieved to get to 
Antioch_ 
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The D.Z. at Antioch is а fu l l  time concern and is situated 
almost due East of San Francisco and south west of Sacra­
mento. Although it was pretty quiet while 1 was there 
Antioch is the home of most of the R/W jumpers in N.  
California and the first ever 18  MAN was set there. The lack 
of jumpers there mid-week ruled out any large star 
attempts but the jumps 1 made there were none the less 
different. Thefirst one on Tuesday morning, froт the 182, 
was froт 7,200 feet and the briefing was for а 3 man l ink 
fol lowed Ьу а backloop and then а caterpil lar.  Not really 
believing it could Ье done 1 said nothing and cliтbed 
aboard. The 3 man went quite well and so did the back 
loops only the No. 1 for the Caterpi l lar  was 5 feet too high 
and facing the wrong way. Needless to say we ran out of 
time but would have made it  had we done the sensiЫe 
thing and gone for the low таn etc. The pit is sоте way 
across the main road and over а sтall h i l l  and is s ituated 
at the bottom of а very large sloping hi l l  on the far side. 1 
was last down and having carefully watched the others, 
squashed the yellow disc with my right boot. 1 was not 
sure who was the most surprised, me or the locals! The 
walk back to the packing shed was little тоге than 200 
yards, but with а small hi l l  and 108° heat to contend with 
it sure таdе the old skin leak. Having packed we went up 
again, this time to try а TRACKING 3 таn caterpil lar. All  
went to plan and 1 p inned the base around the legs 
and. then fe.lt No. 3 catch hold of ту legs. As everyone 
stra1ghtened out you could feel the whole thing start 
to lift and d id  we go! The technique is to get up high on the 
legs and grasp tight around the thighs. Never having tried 
this before it certainly was а lot of fun and for those clubs 
who only have the use of а 3 or 4 place jumpship it would 
make а welcome change. 

With very little to do in the evening (except the bars 
down town) and no place on the D.Z. to eat, drink or get а 
shower 1 decided to go and have а look at San Fran­
cisco and set out with а lightened ruck-sack early on Wed­
nesday morning. Hitch-hiking into town was no рrоЫет 
and Ьу mid-morning 1 was stro l l ing around the famed 
"Fishermans Wharf" area. д great city in every respect 
though тuch colder than down south, on the hi l l  
inland it  was more remin iscent of England with а lot  of 
mist, high winds and driving rain. Using the famous саЫе 
cars 1 was аЫе to see most of the sights though decided 
against а meal in а "Topless and Bottomless" restaurant 
(wasting jump money etc . . .  ! )  

1 decided to spend the night i n  town and go back to 
Antioch the following day and was thinking in terтs of 
spending the early hours drinking coffee in the all-night 
cafes. However once night fell the city changed complete­
ly and al l  the drop-outs, hippies an,d others emerged to 
hang about the door-ways and street corners. 1 very 
prudently decided to waste some precious jump money 
on а room for the n ight. Having tried unsuccessfully for а 
room at the YWCA 1 was fixed up with а nice single rоот 
at the УМСА for only $4.50 the cheapest hotels belng $8 
or more. That in fact was the only night 1 had to рау for 
accommodation during the entire trip. 

The next day, Thursday l left for Antioch after lunch and 
having had а meal in the town made the D.Z. Ьу night fal l .  
Right through the trip 1 was constantly meeting people 
who would ask questions l ike "Do you know Bi l l  Sтith 
in London?" Sometimes it  Ьесате quite funny as they 
rushed into great detail about а friend or relative who lived 
in а place 1 had never even heard of. The average 
American was very friendly and once they knew you were 
English it almost became embarrassing. 

On the Friday 1 did а couple more j u mps the first being 
another try at the 3 man link, back loop and caterpillar. 
Again the 3 man went smoothly but having back looped 1 
closed too high on the base for the caterpil lar made the 



Fig. 5 

mistake of reaching down and went over. 1 held on tight 
though and we had а strange type caterpillar flying with 
one half face-down staЫe and the other half back-down 
staЫe. 1 was struggling l i ke а stuck pig to get over and 
hang on at the same time! The next one went а l i ttle 
better with а good 4 man l ink then а 2 112 man caterp i l lar 
as No. 3 came in too high and only caught hold of my left 
leg. All in all  we had some fun on the jumps 1 made at 
Antioch and again 1 met some great people there. Phil  
Montie, Richard Flemming and Brent McLardy amongst 
others. Brent douЫed up as pilot and was in fact а pilot 
for the '71 Nationals at TAHLEQUAH as well as being 
а member of the winning Thunderbow R/W Team. 
Having heard of а meet at Yolo which is north of 
Sacremento 1 decided not to stay at Antioch for the week­
end but instead to visit Yolo, see some more jumping 
and maybe have а crack at the meet. Yolo is the Travis 
A.F.B. Club and 1 had the address of George Morar 
who is the club safety officer and jumper from way 
way back. As Richard Flemming was going past Travis he 
gave me а lift over and Ьу early evening 1 was о псе again 
being very well looked after Ьу the USAF. Early on Satur­
day morning George called Ьу the Transit Quarters and 
picked me up in his VW bus and off we went to Yolo. Не 
was а real character and kept me amused with some great 
stories especially about the more hippy element of the 
California jumping scene. George is а crew chief on the 
С 1 4 1  and is Air Force through and through even to the 
extent of having а сору of the 'РЕАСЕ' badge hanging 
in his VW with the word 'WAR' in place of реасе. Му first 
impression of the D . .  Z. at Yolo was pretty poor as all there 
seemed to Ье was а strip and а couple of derelict packing 
taЫes. However as more and more people arrived the 
picture changed and it soon became а thriving c lub D.Z. 
with а lot of entries in the meet. The events were novice 
and Advanced Accuracy- Team Accuracy, and egg pass 
event and а 4 man team relative event with accuracy. 1 
paid my entry fee and entered the Advanced Accuracy 
(500 jumps or more!) and the rules were simple. Best score 
to count and as many attempts as you wanted. 1 got 39.cm 
on my first try, being а l i ttle high and going just over the 
top. А 2 metre h i t  on my second as 1 put in one turn too 
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many and d ropped short and an 1 1 cm on my th ird try 
which was good but poor footwork ruined what should 
have been а ОС. 1 then joined forces with George and 
а couple of others, one of whom was Garry Patmor, а 
USPA national director, to have а crack at the team relative 
and accuracy. Wewent up to 7,200 feet and eventually got 
the 4 man in 20 seconds, but due to а consideraЫe wind 
change the Accuracy was poor. With а couple of teams 
getting а 4 man almost sub-terminal coupled to some 
good accuracy we decided to drop out of the team event 
and save some cash. Soon after, word went round that а 
Ьig load was being made up Ьу Ken Roberts and 1 was 
invited to go оп it. The plan was to try for а 22 man using 
the large Twi n-Beech а 206 and а 180 in formation. With 
various rates of climb the А/С had to leave at different 
times to Ье sure of making the correct height together, 
but u nfortunately the 180 got lost and fai led to make the 
rendezvous. This left us with а Twin-Beech and the 206 
giving а maximum of 1 8  if everyone got in.  At 1 3,000 feet 
the mad rush started and after а lot of crashing about the 
thing started to build up quite nicely. 1 got in ninth and 
eventual ly we made а good 1 4  man before it  fell apart. With 
а little time left before the meet was declared 1 had one 
last crack at the Accuracy but again put in one turn too 
many and dropped а couple of metres short. That just 
about finished the days jumping and everyone made their 
way down to the Fire House for the prize-giving and some 
"refreshments". The meet had been organised Ьу а very 
nice girl called Jean Haley who not only jumped, but was 
one of the jump pilots employed Ьу Adrian Mered ith who 
owned all the aircraft. (She was flying the 1 80 t_hat got 
lost!) 

The whole day had been most successful and the prize­
giving went off very well with lots of beer plenty of chicken 
and а trophy for me! Much to my surprise, my 1 1  cm had 
secured Зrd place and 1 was presented with а very nice 
'Sky-Diver' type trophy which was almost too Ьig to fit my 
ruck-sack. Later that evening most of the jumpers took 
off for а place called Clearlake up in the mountains north 
of Yolo. The Calistoga Sky-Divers were holding their 
1 1 th Annual water jump competition there on the Sunday 
and it promised to Ье а good day. 



1 scrounged а lift up in the 182 but was then talked out 
of it Ьу Ken Roberts who had а party organised at his 
place. А number of us went over and had а great t ime 
getting smashed and running-jumping-diving off his roof 
into а very large pool. ln the early hours we set off for 
Clearlake and arrived just in time to snatch а couple of 
hours sleep before things warmed up. The setting the lake 
was in looked tremendous, and in no time at a l l  the meet 
got under way and jumpers were splashing down in the 
water. The local water-ski c lub provided the boat cover 
and the only danger was from the over-enthusiastic 
drivers trying to outdo each other. The meet was for pure 
accuracy using 'cheapo' canopies only so my first task 
was to scrounge around and oblain а rig to jump. 1 
eventually got my hands on а С9 fresh out of water and 
with а host of others 1 huпg it  up to dry. ln по time at all it 
was fit to pack and haviпg spent some time takiпg out 
the tangles 1 had it ready to jump. 

Throughout the morning 1 had heard rumours that а 
large star attempt was to Ье made with а view to breakiпg 
the record iпto water, апd 1 had to make а decision 
whether to use my rig for the competitioп or wait for the 
star attempt. Needless to say the extra height and excite­
ment of а 1 2  mап iпto water won the day апd 1 withdrew ту 
entry into the meet. All through the day more апd more 
people arrived to watch the jumpiпg and Ьу m id-afterпooп 
there was а sizaЫe crowd, iпcludiпg а local TV crew, 
who filmed everything from the top of а VW bus. At last 
all the jumpers were ready and the 1 2  of us d rove out the 
couple of miles to the airfield, where we loaded up into 
two 206 sky-wagoпs. The climate of course lends itself 
to water-jumps and 1 went the whole way апd d ressed 
опlу in а swimmiпg costume and rig. The few yards across 
the gravel to the А/С was murder on the feet as was the 
temperature inside as we climbed higher and higher. The 
view however more than compensated for it as the mouп­
taiпs апd lakes stretched away iпto the distance with vivid 
colours and contrasts. Before too loпg we were up at 
13,000 feet апd оп the jump run with me prayiпg hard for 
а good spot as 1 did not fancy ап almost naked landiпg in 
the trees. The cut went апd out we al l  tumЫed on what was 
to Ье my last jump in the U.S. With по gloves, boots or 
jumpsuit to work the air with 1 had а lot of trouЫe at the 
start and поt haviпg my goggles made ту eyes water iпto 
the bargaiп. ln а position that must have resemЫed а 
wouпded duck and Ыinking furiously 1 took off after the 
base which was some way below. Closing nicely 1 watched 
6 апd 7 move in and then d ismay as 8 went in too hard апd 
broke it all  up. 1 tracked off towards the ceпtre of the lake 
and experienced the odd sensation of 'feeling' the cold 
airrushing through myfi ngers and toes and а nicer feel ing 
as it rushed down through my costume. Although we did 
not have an iпstrument between the 1 2  of us, everyone 
was open with pleпty of height to spare and below you 
could see the scores of speedboats churning the water in 
aпticipation. The comparitive warmth of the lake was 
most welcome. spoilt only Ьу the boat that had me and the 
сапору aboard iп 30 seconds flat! ln many ways опе of the 
пicest jumps of the whole trip it  seemed а fittiпg епd to the 
tremeпdous jumpiпg 1 had eпjoyed. Опсе back at the 
laпdiпg stage all that remaiпed was the prize giviпg for the 
meet, а few beers апd а last round of good-byes. 

From the first moment 1 had arrived iп the States 1 had 
Ьееп рlаппiпg how to get back, and if possiЫe without 
speпdiпg апу mопеу. Му leave was over оп the 23rd апd 
1 had hoped to get а seat оп the RAF VC10, 1 kпew would 
Ье leaviпg Washiпgtoп оп Saturday the 2 1 st.  This would 
have giveп me а week betweeп the YOLO- Clearlake w/e 
апd the VC10 leaviпg iп which to get across from the west 
coast to the east coast апd perhaps to do some jumpiпg at 
Lakewood. As а precaution however 1 had phoпed arouпd 
the Air Force Bases iп Califorпia to check оп RAF а/с 
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goiпg back to Eпglaпd апd once agaiп 1 was lucky. There 
was а Belfast freighter due to leave McCiellaп AFB near 
Sacremeпto on Мопdау the 1 6th апd all 1 had to do was 
to рhопе Washiпgton апd coпfirm that 1 could travel оп it. 
This 1 did апd fouпd out as well that the VC10 had а lot of 
duty passeпgers and over 40 others tryiпg for ап 
iпdulgeпce! The ВОАС fare would have cost me Х: 1 20 had 
1 поt got а seat оп the VC1 О so 1 decided to go early оп the 
Belfast апd Ье sure of gettiпg back. 1 got а lift dowп from 
Clearlake to McCiellaп with опе of the jumpers апd Ьу 
midпight that Sunday was booked iпto traпsit quarters 
with everythiпg ready to leave the пехt day. As it happeпed 
however the Belfast had gопе u/s with gear trouЫe апd 
did поt arrive uпti l  later that day, which meaпt that the 
crew rап out of time апd the departure was put back а little. 
1 speпt the rest of Мопdау arouпd the base, maiпly iп the 
pool, апd оп Tuesday 1 went to Sacremento for а look 
arouпd. The Capital of Califorпia it  real ly  is ап i mpressive 
place апd was well worth а visit. The Belfast left McCiellan 
iп the early hours of Wedпesday bouпd for Brize Nortoп 
with а пight stop at Washington. Having had а fuel stop 
at Chicago we laпded at Dulles just after luпch апd Ьу four 
1 was lookiпg arouпd the sights of Washington. 1 took 
some great pictures of all the IN places, the White House, 
the Capitol Buildiпg, the Lincolп memorial etc . . .  апd theп 
after it got dark weпt around agaiп to film all the lights. 
Even though 1 had still had over $ 1 00 left 1 decided поt to 
рау for а room but caught the last coach back to Dulles 
апd crashed out iп the departure lounge. At 10 the next 
morniпg the crew arrived апd we set off for Gaпder to 
refuel before the last leg to Brize. At Gaпder the weather 
was ideal to jump with little wind, а clear sky and а way out 
jump-ship! Оп the tarmac was а Cataliпa flyiпg boat iп 
miпt conditioп- but uпfortuпately, по pi lot. Feeling sad 
at haviпg missed а chance like that we left Gaпder for the 
loпg slog home and eventually laпded at Brize at five оп 
Friday morпing 

All  iп all  1 had Ьееп pretty lucky as the total cost of my 
journey to California al l  travel i n  the states and accom­
modatioп plus the jourпey back to England came to less 
thaп Х:10. {Х:5 of which was my iпdulgence fare back to 
Brize iп the Belfast). 1 had ach ieved all 1 \.Yaпted as far as 
jumpiпg was сопсеrпеd апd had visited some of the 
greatest beaches in the world as well. 1 met а tremeпdous 
пumberof real ly great people who weпt out of their way to 
make sure 1 had а nice time апd to a l l  those jumpers who 
are hooked оп relative 1 сап опlу say "Неаvеп is i п  
Califorпia". 

All the air-to-air photographs were takeп Ьу Ray 
Cottiпgham usiпg а motor-driveп Nikoп F апd Kodak f i lm.  
The sequeпce of photo's 1 to 6 are particularly good actioп 
shots of ап approach to а group. Rоп Haun is the "Star" 
поtе the style апd chaпge of expressioп from Picture 3 to 
4! Also the "Реасе" sigп iп Picture 3. This опе got up to 1 4  
iп the епd апd Picture 6 shows t h e  author next to the 
cameraman agaiп! Behiпd Rоп iп No. 4 are B i l ly  Boles апd 
Dап French, two members of the "Fiying Farkle Family" 
who wоп the world 1 0-mап meet iп New Zealaпd with а 
23 secoпd 1 0-mап! No. 7 shows the author usiпg the same 
"high approach" techпique оп d iffereпt jumps whi le No. 8 
shows the build-up to the 1 6  mап! The exit shot of the 
Twin-Otter (No. 9) at Perris is very strikiпg. Carl Boeпish 
No. 1, Ray Cottiпgham No. 2 апd 17 moreto follow! 

А WEEK'S JUMPING АТ HALFPENNY GREEN 

JUL У 22nd ТО JUL У 30th 
Two Rapldes - Canteen facllltles 

Flylng Club Ваг open every night 

Sleeping bag accommodation 
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SPORT 
Sufficient energy is released ш sporting 

events every week to lift the whole City of 

London 1 5 feet into the air, while the shouts of 

the spectators if combined would Ье enough to 

burst the sound barrier once and for all. * 

N о wonder а lot of people prefer to take their 

athletics peacefully - Ьу reading the Sport 

pages of The Daily Telegraph. The reporting is 

so accurate and lively that they see it all more 

clearly than if they had actually been there. 

То mention only а few of its famous sports 

writers, there are Hotspur on Racing, Е. W. 

Swanton on Cricket, John Reason on Rugby, 

Donald Saunders on Boxing and Soccer, 

Lance Tingay on Lawn Tennis. 

«tht 
lailtt �tltgraph 

ТНЕ PAPER YOU CAN TRUST 

* Figures subject to official confirmation 
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M INUTES O F  ТНЕ M EETING OF ТНЕ SAFETY & TRAINING COMMITTEE OF ТНЕ 
B RITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 

HELD АТ ТНЕ YORKSHIRE AERO CLUB, LEEDS BRADFORD AIRPORT ON 

THURSDAY, 17th FEBRUARY 1 972 at 1 9.30 HOURS 

PRESENT : 

J. Crocker 
М. Read 
С. Shea-Simonds 
В. Jerstice 

ln Attendance 

Chairman 

Yorkshire Parachute C/ub 
Sport Parachute Centre 
North Lancs 

S. Talbot, D. Prince, G. Shone. 

ltem 1 

Apologies for Absence 

Messrs. Lewington, Schofield, Cooper, Meacock, Sherman, 
St. John, Louttit, and Acraman. 

ltem 2 

There were а number of C.C.I. 's absent but it was known that in а 
number of these cases it was due to the power cuts. 

ltem 3 

Minutes of the previous meeting 

Mr. Shea-Simonds asked if the question of training aids could 
now Ье treated as а matter of urgency Ьу the Sub-Committee 
appointed to deal specifically with this item. The Sub-Committee 
is accordingly asked to submit any recommendations it may have 
at the next S.T.C. Meeting. 

Mr. М.  Read asked for confirmation that general permits are 
now applied for through the В.Р.А. office and not through the 
Department of Trade and lndustry. 

Confiгmed. 

The question of lifting of reserves was again brought up, but as 
details requested at the lnstructors Convention had not been 
forthcoming from all Clubs, this matterwould Ье adjourned to the 
nextS.T.C. meeting, Ьу which time it was hoped that C.C.I. 's from 
al l  clubs wil l  have submitted details of all reserves in current use 
in their clubs which were manufactu red before 1 950. 

Previous minutes proposed Ьу Mr. Shea-Simonds and 
seconded Ьу Mr. В. Jerstice. 

Carried. 

ltem 4 

Clearance Requests 

The following people were cleared to jump wings and foils etc : 

Mr. J. S. Reynolds, Corporal W. М. Maclennan, Corporal Р. 
McGuire. Lance-Corporal 1. Gray, Lance-Corporal С. А .  
Cameron, Trooper R. J .  Dodd, Private G.  Falconer, and M r .  J .  R .  
Norris, Mr. В .  Francis, Mr. R. O'Brian, Mr. В .  Burne, Mr. G.  Shone. 

lnstructors Ratings 

The following instructors ratings were renewed. 

Messrs. Cooper, Melville, McGil l  and Forster. 
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ltem 5 

Riggers Standards 

This matter was discussed at length Ьу the Committee and it was 
agreed unanimously that it was now а necessity for а Riggers 
Sub-Committee to Ье formed. The following people have been 
approached and agreed to form а Sub-Committee : 

М г. Н. Curtis, М г. 1 .  Wright, Mr. J. Gregg, Mr. А. Hooker, Mr. G.  
Shone, Mr. L. Thomas, Mr. S.  Talbot. 

ltwasagreed that the above mentioned Riggers wil l  have а free 
hand to choose their own Chairman and arrange their own meet­
ings. However the S.T.C. would appreciate reports from the Sub­
Committee to coincide with S.Т. meetings if possiЬie. 

The S.T.C. unanimously offered whatever assistance it сап 
to the Sub-Committee, but it was felt that they had the greater 
knowledge in the rigging field and the S.T.C. would Ье happy to 
Ье guided Ьу them. 

ltem 6 

Emergency Procedures 

lt was agreed unanimously that this subject could not Ье dealt 
with during the course of an evening and that а whole day Ье set 
aside and all lnstructors invited to attend а meeting to discuss this 
subject. 

The venue will Ье Grindale Field and the date wil l  Ье Tuesday 
the 1 1 t h  April at 0900 hours. lt is for C.C.I.'s to notify all ln­
structors of this meeting and urge them to Ье in attendance if 
possiЬie. 

ltem 7 

Bag Operated Statlc Line System 

Mr. Sherman was not in attendance and no further information 
was availaЬie. 

ltem 8 

Static-Line Malfunctions 

As this was а matter which had been put оп the agenda at the 
specific request of М г. Meacock, the same was adjourned to the 
next S.T.C. meeting when Mr. Meacock would Ье in attendance. 

ltem 9 

Other Buslness 

Relative Work 

lt was agreed unanimously that relative workers no longer Ье 
restricted to the minimum altitude of 5,000 feet, although the 
minimum break off altitude would of course remain the same. 

lt was pointed out that any parachutist carrying out relative 
work under 5,000 feet did so at the d i scretion of their C.C. I.'s. 



AOSTA PARAMEET 
Ву SALLY GARDNER 

lt  was all  а Ьit vague - some sort of international 
parachute meet at Aosta, ltaly. However, with free 
food and accommodation, and free j u m ping,  you 
couldn't go far wrong! So one damp Thursday 
even ing Terry Day, Terry Crawley, Dave Waterman 
and myself piled into Dave's well-laden Renault and 
off we went for the Alps. 

After slight confusion i n  the Paris rush_-hour, 
lunch at Chalon to bring back happy memor1�s f<?r 
Terry Crawley, and а sl ightly hazardous dr1ve 1 n  
Ыinding rain over t h e  ТОР o f  the St. Bernard_s Pass 
(it cost f:1 to go through the tun nel ! } ,  we amved at 
the St. Christophe Airfield at Aosta. 

The hotel where al l  the parachutists were staying 
was excellent. The bedrooms had their own baths 
or showers, the food was first class - and the bar 
was open late every night. While we had а IЭ:te meal, 
we were told а Ьit about the meet Ьу March1s Carlo, 
di rector of the Paraclub Valle d'Aosta. The meet 
was an accuracy competition - three j u m ps, no 
throwaways - and then there w�s to Ье а _display 
jump from each of the compet1ng countr1es . .  S 1x 
countries i n  a l l  were represented - Belg1um, 
France, ltaly, Switzerland, USA and England, and 
France, Belgium and ltaly had two teams each. '!he 
meet was sponsored Ьу the Aosta Tour1st Organ Jsa­
tioп to promote tourism iп the valley. 

We awoke the пехt morпiпg to thick mist, low 
cloud апd raiп. We could just make out the moun­
taiпs just across the valley, апd were surprised how 
пarrow the valley was. Over а coпtiпental breakfast 
we met the rest of the parachutists - iпcluding the 
7th U.S. Army team from Germaпy. Obviously j u mp­
ing was out of the question, but we made our  way 
dowп to the airfield to have а look at the dz. The 
windsock hung straight dowп iп а sad апd soggy 
state, апd iп fact we wereп't to see it move through­
out the eпtire weekend. 

Everyone got together iп  the orgaпiser's offi�e 
to draw for positioпs for wheп j u m piпg could beg1n ,  
апd Eпglaпd was drawn first! However, the cl<;>ud 
wasn't to lift that day at a l l .  We spent some t1me 
wandering round the pretty ltal iaп v i l la9e ceпtre, 
and went back to the dz for an early even1ng recep­
tioп with drinks апd light refreshmeпts wheп the 
meet was official ly орепеd Ьу the mayor of Aosta. 

As it got dark, the weather Ьеgап to clear а_ little, 
and we all  became optimistic for а good days JUmp­
iпg оп the Sunday. That evening the �otel had put 
on а special diппer for us, апd over w1пе апd beer, 
parachutiпg talk iп four laпguages went on unt 1 l  the 
early hours. We were woken early Sunday morn 1ng 
Ьу the sound of cowbells, and sunshine w_as_filter!ng 
in through the windows. No douЫ about 1t, J U m plпg 
would Ье on ! 

After а hasty breakfast, everyone went straight 
to the airfield, and the j u m ping began at 9 o'clock. 
Each couпtry was to do three jumps with а three mап 
team, and as England had been drawn first, up went 
Terry, Terry and Dave to do the streamer run an� 
then jump. The streamer was throw� from the A1r 
Macchi aircraft 50 feet right of the p1t. lt landed 50 
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feet right of the pit - there _was no �ind _at a l l .  
Jumping began i n  earnest, I 1ft after IIft w1th n o  
delays. T h e  standard o f  accuracy was h ig h ,  but 
some m istakes were made because of the excep­
tional n i l  wind conditions. The al lowed delay was 
О-5 seconds only, so it was difficult to get а good 
stack for team accuracy. 

The French team oЬtained three dead centres оп 
one of their l i fts, but unfortunately after their 
impressive scores, on their last l ift one of the team 
had а zap, and so they did not wiп the contest. 

70 per cent of the canopies were Ptch's, with the 
others equally divided between Olympics and PC's. 

At one o'clock а van from the hotel arrived with а 
marvel lous packed lunch, iпcluding beer, for every­
one, but j u mpiпg did not stop. 

At three o'clock the last lift of the contest was 
down and an ltalian team had just won Ьу а few 
points. Eпglaпd certaiп ly  didп't disgrace . them­
selves, апd came about half way down the l1st. 

After that there was time for four displays. U p  
first went an American and French team, who did 
relative with smoke - апd theп us.  Terry Day and 
myself weпt u p  to 8,000 feet and when we left the 
рlапе the mountains st i l l  towered above us - а 
really beautiful sight. Afte_r а r?tat iпg_ l iпk-up, Wf} 
broke off high as Terrywas Ju mp1ng а w1ng_. l n  the n 1 l  
wind conditions h e  really moved, and h 1 s  smoke, 
which had failed to work i n  the air, burst just before 
landing to hide both Terry ап_d half the sp_ectators 
in а bright orange fog! The ltal1ans thought 1t was al l  
part of the show and loved i t !  

Оп the Sunday evening we had а presentation 
in one of the hangers оп the airfield, when_ �he 
winning ltalian team was given the compet1t10n 
cup, and we were all  presented with souvenir 
medals. The organisers had arrang�d free ad­
mission to а night-club for the competltors for the 
Sunday even ing, but i t  was а long d�i�e up the 
mountainsand feeling we had enough dr1v1ng ahead 
of us the next day, we gave it а miss and spent 
the evening i n  the bar. 

Early the Monday morning we gathered up o u r  
parachutes a n d  hangovers a n d  made off f o r  Eng­
land, getting а late night ferry across to Dover. 

Looking back, it was а really excellent weekend, 
despite the i n itial disappoiпtment over the weather. 
And the amouпt of thought and effort that must 
have been put into it Ьу the ltalians is remarkaЫe. 
The whole weekend turned out to Ье а Ьig success, 
and of course it has certai n ly put Aosta оп the para­
chuting map. lt would Ье nice if we could get some­
one to sponsor something s imi lar in Epgland. 

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY 

There will Ье nine days of jumping at Bembridge, lsle of 
Wight, from Friday 28th July to Sunday 6th August. 

Aircraft will Ье Britten Norman lslander and а Cessna 182. 
Accommodation will Ье camping about 200yds from the 
airfield at a cost of 1 2V2p per person per night, alternatively 

make your own arrangements. 
All those interested in coming, please contact Andy 
Meysner at 2А, The Llmes, Chase Slde, Enfleld, Middlesex. 

Telephone 01-363 9090. 
Open to all categories of parachutists. 



-

Vertical approach at Aosta 

ADVICE FOR POTENTIAL 
INSTRUCTORS 
Ву KEN FORSDYKE 

The clear and effective i nstruction of first jump 
students is  рrоЬаЫу the most i m portant job а В.Р .А. 
lnstructor ever carries out. lf the fi rst instruction is 
not satisfactorily absorbed Ьу the student he may 
take а long time to recover from th is  bad start. H is 
first instruction wil l  stand. lf the instructor does not 
i mp ress and gain the respect of the student then the 
club may suffer because the student may not return 
for а second jump and subsequent ju mps. The 
good instructor can Ье measured Ьу two yardsticks. 
How do his st�dents perform, and how many return 
for subsequent ju mps. 1 wi l l  not dwell on methods 
of teaching t:lere. These should Ье outlined in the 
basic instructors course. No one method is  right for 
any one part of the basic and subsequent tra in ing.  
Each i nstructor must develop his own style of 
instructing. Н е  must not rely on one method of 
instructing. А student wil l  рrоЬаЫу only give you 
fu l l  attention to а lecture for а matter of а few 
minutes, and therefore lecturing for а basic para­
chute cou rse is рrоЬаЫу а method to Ье used i n  
very small doses un less you are br i l l iant at it .  

So many i nstructors make the m istake of bel itt l ing 
their students. There is never any excuse for shout-
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ing at а student. Remember he may Ье in every 
respect superior to you except in parac h uting. The 
instructor must show patience and tolerance. Не 
must never demonstrate favour to any individual 
parachutist. То lose one's temper shows weakness. 
The stresses of parach uting do not make it easy 
for an instructor to remain outwardly u n ruffled Ьу 
events which cause annoyance. 

The student is рrоЬаЫу the best judge of instruc­
tors. When 1 was at school and subsequently at 
U n iversity 1 could tell without much hesitation from 
whom 1 was learning most. That is not to say an un­
popular instructor is а bad instructor, but if а student 
dislikes his teacher he wi l l  not learn as read i ly as he 
could if this tension were not there. What а pity that 
students do not have more influence upon instruc­
tors, their tra in ing,  and their passing out exam. 

The potential instructor may never have had any 
previous experience of teaching anything but 
parachuting. Не may Ье unaЫe to express himself. 
Не must make а real effort to develop powers of 
self expression. Не must work hard and develop 
his own style of parachuting instruction - con­
stantly examining critically h is performance and 
asking for help and advice from friends or even his 
students. No instructor 1 have heard should Ье 
entirely satisfied with his performance. 

The idea that the basic cou rse should take 
twelve hours is of course а myth and 1 don't th ink 
anyone seriously can propound the theory that t ime 
is relevant to effective teach ing.  1 always feel 
ashamed at the t ime 1 take to i m part to а class the 
necessary information for them to undertake ·а 
parach ute jump safely on our D.Z. 1 feel some of the 
education experts would Ье horrified at the ni ne/ten 
hours which is the norm. Given the right conditions 
and facilities 1 feel sure that the course could Ье 
completed in а fraction of the time. Teach ing 
methods have improved enormously over recent 
years and parachuting must i m prove the irs. A n  
instructor has а responsibl l ity t o  h i s  c lub a n d  h is 
students. Не may have other responsibllities of а 
wife and chi ldren and а career. The mature instruc­
tor will try and strike а balance between all these 
responsibl lities. Some instructors appear to put 
parachuting before everyth i ng else. This may Ье 
right for them but not necessarily right for you. No 
potential instructor should feel he must Ье on the 
D.Z. i f  family responsib l l i ties dictate otherwise. 
The instructor who dispatches students with other 
thi ngs on his m i nd is а danger and should stay at 
home. Не may have а proЫem because 1 bel1eve 
that the essence of parach uting and student dis­
patchings demands that the instructor parachutes 
regularly. That does not mean he has to do а large 
number of descents but that he must dispatch 
regularly and keep his hand i n .  

One last point, Ье warned about the know all  
parachutist who wil l  seek to advise you on а variety 
of parachuting aspects. Pete Sherman summed 1t 
up for me when he said, "some people have ten 
years experience in parachuting, others have one 
years experience ten times!" М у  advice is believe 
half you hear, ask for facts, and ask for their source. 
When in douЫ write to the safety comm ittee, bear­
ing in m i n d  that they are fal l i Ыe. 



l rvin � нitewarner' 
Ву Е. D. KENZIE 

More years ago than one cares to adm i t  а team 
of development engi neers at l rvins was d i scussing 
а requirement for an Automatic Opening Device. 
The i nstrument was to Ье used Ьу a i rcraft crew 
members who m ight Ье unfortunate enough to have 
the need of parting сотраnу with an a i l ing aero­
plane. At extreme altitudes at which bale out might 
occur,  the environment would Ье physically harm­
ful. То m i n i mise the t i me during which а parachutist 
would Ье exposed to such dangers, the A.O.D. 
would Ье made to in it iate parachute deployment at 
about 1 3,000 feet, this being а comfortaЫe oxygen 
level. 

One member of the lrvin team discussing the 
proЫems suggested, somewhat facetiously, the 
placing of а bell in the airman's helmet made to ring 
at the appropriate altitude, thus warn ing the wearer 
that he was at pul l ing height. The idea didn't deserve 
the rid icule which it received . After all audiЫe 
warning devices are а part of everyday l ife; whistl ing 
kettles and alarm clocks are two examples. lt is also 
interesting to note that Doddy Нау, in his book "The 
Man in the Hot Seat" puЫ ished Ьу Coll ins, mentions 
an acoustic chronometer which the Russians fitted 
to their team mem bers' helmets for the 1 954 World 
Sky Diving Championsh ips. But at the time when 
we at lrvin were laughing the bell-i n-the-helmet idea 
out of cou rt, the art of free fall parachuting, as we 
know it today, was virtually unheard of. That fact 
alone may stand as an excuse for not developing 
the germ of an idea into useful fruition unti l  now. 

lt came to Ье realised that an audiЫe warn ing 
system for free fall parachutists cou ld provide а 
measure of safety Ьу employing а hitherto un used 
sense - the sense of hearing - when perform ing 
the art. The parachutist's sense of sight is already 
over-burdened ; any i m pairment of that most 
precious of faculties could have d i re consequences. 
The writer would, at th is stage, l ike to quote from а 
letter he received not long after we had made the 
decision to embark upon the design of an audiЫe 
w�.rning system :  

Dear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 
А very brief note regarding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and 

his 'happening'. 1 spoke to h i m  the other day and 
he was more than will ing to d isclose al l  the 
details. He'd got about 1 00 free fall at that t i me 
and it was o n  а display where there was а relative 
group down the middle and three trackers out to 
the sides. Не was in the relative gro u p  which 
broke, as briefed, at 3,000 feet оп а good spot. 
The other two pu l led at 2,000 feet as per but he 
went to about 300 feet! 1 was tracking back to 
the group,  saw two open, came in а little more 
and pul led. 1 checked my chute, checked the spot 
and wind/l ine etc. and suddenly saw а Р.С. open 
way below. 1 thoug ht:  Bl . . . . . .  y hel l !  and then saw 
some 5 to 1 0  seconds later the сапору col lapse. 
Не Ыamed h i s  altimeter and said Ьу the t ime he 
realised it was playing up, he'd got down that 
low. Не pul led, not having seen the ground that 
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close. Не was wearing dark goggles оп а late 
afternoon j u m p  with the sun q u ite low, and а Ьit 
of а heat haze. Your device would s imply have 
prevented this . . .  " 

ADVANTAGES 

The list of advantages to Ье gained from relieving 
the burdeп of the eyes is  convinciпg enough to по 
longer coпsider the bell-in-the-helmet idea as one 
to Ье scorned: 
1 .  Frosted or misted goggles, sunl ight glare etc. 

would cause less coпcern. 
2. G reater attention could Ье given to photo­

graphic work without fear of forgettiпg to refer 
to the altimeter from time to time. 

3. G reater visual attention could Ье given to rela­
tive work. 

4. Students could better conceпtrate оп maintaiп­
iпg stabl l ity. 

5. M is-reading the altimeter would по longer hold 
obvious dangers. 

BASIC REQU IREMENTS 

After careful thought апd consultation with mem­
bers of the free fall parachuting fraternity, а n u m ber 
of pre-requ i sites emerged on which to form the 
basis of design : 
1 .  Low cost. 
2.  Small i n  weight and size. 
3. Robust. 
4. Accurate. 
5. ReliaЫe. 
6. Foolproof. 
7. Easy to mainta in .  

Although al l  the above сап Ье considered to  Ье 
of equal i mportance, the writer has deli berately 
headed the list with low cost. The equipment must 
Ье designed with а consideration to sel l ing at а 
price that even the least of safety conscious para­
chutists сап afford . 

DESIGN 

The foregoing req u i rements clearly defined, the 
design of the lrvin 'Hitewarner' was completed with 
all  the aims achieved. The equipment comprises а 
pressure sensing element and switch mechanism, 
housed in а case designed to fit оп the instrument 
panel, normally attached to the reserve parachute 
pack. An adjustment facility is provided so that the 
buzzer wil l  operate at the appropriate height above 
the D.Z. The correct setting to dial  is arrived at Ьу 
referring to а sl ide computer ( l rv iп Hitefinder Baro­
slide). Alternatively а graph may Ье used. ln either 
case the barometric pressure preva i l ing at the D.Z. 
must Ье ascertained. The buzzer is а h ighly reliaЫe 
piece of electroпic equi pmeпt, the tone and fre­
queпcy of which have been carefu lly selected to 
provide а signal to gain maximum attention without 
being physically harmful. lt is assemЫed in а plastic 
ear-piece designed to f it snugly behind the ear with­
out d iscomfort to the wearer when а helmet is 
donned. Power for the buzzer is suppl ied Ьу two 
mercury cells which have an expected service l ife 
of three years. 



А switch оп the maiп body of the equipmeпt has 
three positioпs, two of which are marked "OFF" 
and "JUMP". When it is req u i red to test the buzzer 
for souпd before take off, the switch is simply turпed 
to the "JUMP" positioп. lf  а test is to Ье made iп the 
ai rcraft prior to jumpiпg, the switch is moved to the 
"JUMP" positioп апd Ьiased Ьеуопd that positioп 
wheп the buzzer should sound. Relief of the Ьias 
force wil l  al low the switch to returп to the "J U M P" 
positioп wheп the exit сап then Ье made. 

SPECIFICATION 

1 .  Size (Маiп Body) - 3114" х 3114" х 1 Yz". 
2. Weight (Total) - 7% oz. 
3. Raпge - 640 m i l l ibars to 1 0 1 0  m i l l i bars. i . e. 

UsaЫe for safe operatiпg heights above D.Z.'s 
raпgiпg from sea level to 1 2 ,000 feet above sea 
level. 

4. Accuracy - plus 200 feet, miпus 1 00 feet over 
the whole raпge. 

5.  Repeatabllity - withiп plus/miпus 50 feet. 
6. Temperature raпge - plus 70° С miпus 60° С. 
7. Shock - will  withstaпd shock loads applied in 

апу directioп up to 1 00 g.  
8.  Corrosioп resistaпt materials are used through-

out the constructioп. 

PRICE: AvailaЫe оп request from IRVIN G reat 
Britain Ltd., Letchworth, Herts. Price reduction for 
Clubs buyiпg iп quaпtity. 
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" AND R E LY ON ТНЕ SКILL O F  
Т Н Е  PILOT" 

Ьу Colin Мау 

There have ofteп Ьееп cases of eтergeпcies occuriпg iп 
aircraft where parachutists have аЬапdопеd the рlапе апd 
deployed successful ly either таiп or reserve parachutes. 
For the secoпd tiтe iп 2 '12 years the Old Wardeп Flyiпg 
апd Parachute Group have suffered the тisfortuпe of 
losiпg their aircraft - this tiтe the cause beiпg а loss of 
епgiпе power duriпg take-off. 

Duriпg А/с етеrgепсу proced ures taught to studeпts 
it  is eтphasised that if there is iпsufficieпt altitude to leave 
the ai rcraft, theп rely оп the sk i l l  of the pi lot to laпd the 
ai rcraft safely with everbody оп board. This was the task 
which faced pilot Rоп Burgess апd тost of a l l  the three 
parachutists оп board are grateful for the excelleпt way 
he haпdled the situatioп. 

lt was to Ье the last lift of Boxiпg Day with ВоЬ Hiatt, 
Howard Becker апd тyself hopiпg to тапаgе а last 
accuracy juтp before dark. Rоп taxied the group's 
Cessпa 1 75 dowп to the far епd of the ruпway, carried out 
his pre-fl ight checks, орепеd the throttle апd started his 
take-off. At the critical poiпt of  departure froт the field the 
епgiпе faltered апd lost power. Rоп juggled with the 
throttle iп ап atteтpt to gaiп flyiпg speed. Ап atteтpt to 
turп the ai rcraft at that speed would defiпitely have spuп 
опе wiпg iпto the grouпd. Не could поt alter h is course or 
iпcrease the leпgth of ruпway over rough grouпd due to 
the preseпce of the haпgar, other parachutists апd 
vehicles. The опlу alterпative was to hope for flyiпg speed 
plus а rатр of about 1 foot high апd lift the рlапе to ап 
adjaceпt field. 

Beiпg aware of the peпdiпg ditch 1 just felt helpless to 
avoid it апd braced тyself. l f  апуопе waпts to kпow what 
it's l ike,  then it's поt uпl ike а relative group being sтashed 
- al l  hel l  breaks loose. The Cessпa ploughed along the 
ditch for 20-30 yards апd сате to rest поsе dowп, tail up ,  
pilot sluтped over coпtrols апd parachutists i п  а heap on 
the floor. The parachutists beiпg protected Ьу таiпs, 
reserves. and helтets escaped with тiпоr bruises to arтs 
апd legs. The pilot, although strapped in his seat Ьу а lap 
strap, suffered а Ыасk еуе, Ыooded nose апd other 
reтinders froт contact with the instruтeпt panel апd 
coпtrols. Wi l l iпg spectators pulled Rоп out and the owпer 
of the D.Z. ,  Gordon Maskell, sprayed а fi re extiпguisher on 
thestil l hoteпgiпe. Fortuпately there was по fire. Rоп was 
taken to hospital iп Bedford where he was kept for 24 
hours observatioп. А suggestioп to pi lots - wear а bul l  
harпess. 

The Air Registratioп Board have froт their тagic charts 
of teтperature апd relative huтidity suggested that iciпg 
of the carburettorwas the cause of епgiпе fai lure. The air­
craft is writteп off апd the icing up was а рhепотепоп of 
пature. The preseпce of vehicles and persoпs could have 
Ьееп avoided at the епd of the ruпway - hereiп lies а 
lesson to a l l  D.Z. 's- and тight have giveп the pilot over­
shoot when yards were vital. Thaпks agaiп go to Rоп for 
handliпg the situatioп as he d id .  The Group have lost ап 
ai rcraft but there was по serious iпjury апd ВоЬ, Howard 
and тyself are sti l l  juтpiпg. 

Due to ту departure to South Africa 1 ат not aware of 
the results of the тeetiпg of the group оп the 5th February 
which will deterтiпe the future purchase of а replaceтeпt 
a ircraft. Perhaps the Editoror ВоЬ Kiпg could аррепd this 
article with пews of the current situation. 

Editors note : The Group have now acquired а three 
р/асе Beag/e Airdale and are operating as usual. 
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The Story of а Cardiac Arrest 

(or my m i l l ionth heart attack) 

The grouпd trainiпg for this particular course had gone 
тоге or  less accordiпg to plan. With опе very slight 
exception, the individual who periodically asked the 
question "What happeпs i f  1 freeze оп the wiпg?" Froт this 
1 deduced that this particular uпfortuпate had а psycho­
logical рrоЫет and 1 dealt with h iт accord iпgly. 

The course coпsisted of eight теn апd one woтan, 
their ages raпged troт 19 to 51 years, апd еvеп though 
several of these aspiraпts were over 40 their general 
physical coпdition was good!! 

Ground traiпiпg was coтpleted оп the Sunday тorning 
апd Ьу 1 .30 рт the f irst stick of eight were kitted up апd 
briefed prior to етрlапiпg the Rapide. l п  view of ту 
suspicioпs re: 'The Freezer' 1 placed hiт пuтЬеr 2 оп the 
1 st pass. Nuтber опе being the very iпtrepid and charт­
ing Shi rley Fisher who has since described herself as а 
"fallen wотап". 

At 1 000 feet 1 proceeded with the routine of hooking u p  
апd t o  т у  surprise п uтЬеr 2 'Тhе Freezer' c luпg t o  h is 
hook and offered те violeпce. The тatter was quickly 
resolved without fuss, and freezer was d u ly hooked up апd 
seated iп the Juтpтasters chair .  Ву eтploying а degree 
of eтotional verbal pleas апd overwhelтiпg histrionics 
'freezer' was аЫе to сопviпсе те that he was поw ап 
integral part of the fuselage of GASJG, he therefore 
reтaiпed iп the j u тpтasters seat, а spectator to what was 
to follow. 

Nuтber опе left the ai rcraft in great style and the air­
craft circuited for the second pass. This weпt off well .  
Then сате pass пuтЬеr three апd the oldest of the 
studeпts was on his way out опtо the wiпg;  о псе there he 
seeтed reluctaпt to go. Еvеп after three соттапds. Не 
was brought back апd the aircraft таdе aпother circuit ,  
this t iтe оп the third соттаnd 'GO' and а very souпd slap 
оп h is r ight thigh he adopted а classic 'praying тaпtis' 
positioп апd released the aircraft. This тiddle aged 
gепtlетап theп deтonstrated an iпcrediЫe feat of agi l ity,  
he effected а vertical half r ight turn апd grabbed the static 
l ine iп his right hand. As he fell away froт the aircraft 
his haпd travelled down the static l iпe uпtil  he iпevitaЫy 
сате uроп the pilot chute assist tie. As the tie broke he 
was grasping the pilot chute Ьу the poi пted end. Не theп 
adopted ап equally classic 'statue of Liberty pose' апd 
accelerated earthwards. lf it were поt for the possiЫe 
tragic coпsequeпces, 1 would have coпsidered this to Ье 
ап aтusiпg trick. 

The таiп pack was ореп апd its coпtents Ьеgап to 
deploy half-heartedly, finally takiпg up а horse-shoe 
coпfiguration with about 1/3 of the сапору visiЫe. The 
iпdividuals rate of descent тust have approached Т. V. 
and after about 1 5  secoпds had elapsed, 1 had аЬапdопеd 
all  hope of his survival. lt was at that poiпt the сапору 
deployed апd was appareпtly поrтаl for about 6 or 7 
secoпds theп he landed. А пuтberof еуе witnesses оп the 
grouпd estiтated the deployтeпt altitude at soтewhere 
arouпd 1 50 feet. 

There theп followed two поrтаl exits апd опе тоге 
refusal. 1 debriefed the whole l ift as поrтаl апd we were 
al l  пaturally anxious to hear what the erring studeпt had to 
say for h iтself. lt would appear that he had no clear 
recollection of exit or what followed iттediately after. 
however, he did th iпk he had bad twists iп h is suspeпsioп 
liпes so he pulled the risers apart per iпstructioпs. 
Apparently he was uпаЫе to do this апd retaiп his grip оп 
the МА1 апd so although uпtil поw he was uпaware that 
aпythiпg really serious was wroпg, his l ife was savea. 

Continued оп Page 29 



B R ITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 

Artillery Mansions, 75 Victorla Street, London SW1 Н OHW 

Thursday, 1 0th February 1 972 

PRESENT : 

L. N. Е. St. John- Chairтan 

R. S. Асгаmап 
W. G. Boot 
А. J. N. Cole 
J. Crocker 
К. Dinneen 
Captaiп D. Hughes 

IN AТТENDANCE 

W. J.  Meacock 
Т. Rixoп 
G.  С. Р. Shea-Simonds 
Р. W. Shermaп 
Wg. Cdr. G. F. Turnbull 
А. J.  Uпwiп 

Sqп. Ldr. W. Paui- Sec-Gen, ВРА 
Lt. Col. G. М. Hawtrey-Sec JSPC Netheravon 
W. О. Е. Lewiпgtoп 

The meetiпg eпdorsed а vote of thaпks from the Chair to Wiпg 
Commaпder G. F. Turпbull for his very valuable service to the 
Associatioп as Chairmaп of the Couпcil over the previous four 
years. 

ltem 6 

PREVIOUS MINUTES and MATTERS ARISING 

Ассерtапсе of the Miпutes of the Couпcil Meetiпg of 22пd 
Jaпuary was proposed Ьу Мг. Shea-Simoпds апd secoпded Ьу 
Mr. Crocker, апd approved Ьу the meetiпg. 

Matters Arising 

Natlonal Championships. The Chairmaп iпvited Мг. Cole to 
report оп the FAI (CIP) meetiпg апd to relate this to the рlаппiпg 
for the 1972 Natioпal Champioпships. М г. Cole reported that the 
FAI had eпdorsed пеw rules for the 1 972 World Champioпships 
and that copies of these rules would Ье availaЫe to iпterested 
parties iп due course. The пumber of jumps had Ьееп chaпged to 
give 10 Accuracy, 5 Style апd 5 Team jumps- а total of 20 jumps 
per competitor. The Chief Judge will Ье from Bulgaria апd 20 
judges had Ьееп пomiпated, iпcludiпg М г. Cole. These 20 judges 
would Ье vetted at а symposium prior to the Champioпships to 
produce а fiпal selectioп of tеп. FAI had approved the iпclusioп 
of а Relative Eveпt iп the 1 974 Champioпships but it would поt 
couпt as а scoriпg eveпt uпtil the 1 976 Champioпships. М г. Cole 
reported that he had Ьееп пomiпated as а Vice-Presideпt of C I P  
but iп  view o f  t h e  political climate and discussioпs with t h e  USA 
represeпtatives had coпsidered it wise to refuse пomiпation at 
this time. The пеw rules for World Champioпships would Ье used 
when framing our own Natioпal Champioпship Rules. Judgiпg of 
Style at the World Champioпships \vould Ье Ьу means of video­
tape recordiпg and he hoped to spend some time iп Fraпce with 
Mr. А. Papazov who was prepared to allow him the use of the 
French equipment iп order that he could get traiпiпg in Style 
judgiпg iп preparatioп for our Natioпals and the World 
Champioпships. lt was agreed that Мг. Cole should investigate 
the possibllity of опе other judge accompaпyiпg to France. Мг. 
Cole stated that there was every possibllity that Мг. Papazov 
would Ье prepared to act as Chief Judge at our Natioпals апd 
the meeting agreed that he Ье invited. 

ln  aпswer to М г. Shermaп who asked if the пumber of jumps at 
our Nationals would Ье the same as for the World Champioп­
ships, М г. Cole replied that this would поt Ье the case as we could 
поt afford the time and mопеу to complete such а large number 
of jumps. There would Ье an iпcrease iп the пumber of jumps 
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proportioпate to the iпcrease iп the world Champioпship rules 
апd the general rules for judgiпg, control апd techпical aspects 
would Ье brought up to date. 

The Sec-Geп reported that approval had been g iven for the use 
of Westoп-oп-lh!J-Greeп as the veпue for the Natioпals. The RAF 
had stated that it wou ld Ье better if we could advaпce the dates Ьу 
оп е week from 3 to1 1 Juпe as requested, to 27 Мау - 4 Juпe which 
would Ье less likely to Ье affected Ьу their оwп requiremeпts for 
Mil itary Parachute Traiпiпg. The effect of the change would Ье 
that the 'Daily Telegraph' pavilioп could поt Ье made availaЫe 
for the puЫic day which would поw Ье 4 Juпe. Captain Hughes 
said that the Natioпals startiпg only three days after the Army 
Champioпships would Ье ассерtаЫе to the Army competitors 
апd that he would make his Netheravoп staff availaЫe to assist 
at the Nationals. The meeting approved the chaпge of dates sub­
ject to ап assurance that we would Ье afforded as far as was 
possiЫe, the uпrestricted use of the area. The Sec-Geп sought 
the views of Couпcil as to what prizes were waпted for the 
Natioпals. There had Ьееп suggestions iп the past that we should 
coпsider the award of medals iпstead of taпkards апd salvers. 
Various suggestioпs iпcludiпg equipmeпt, mопеу and medals 
were discussed апd the meeting finally agreed that taпkards/ 
salvers and or any other items as decided betweeп the Sec-Geп 
and the Daily Telegraph would Ье ассерtаЫе. 

Mr. Meacock asked if апу thought had yet Ьееп giveп to the 
selectioп of а coach for the British Team. Mr. Cole replied that he 
had а short list of possiЫes, Messrs Charlton, Savage, Vatnsdal, 
Peacock and Turner, some of whom would automatically have to 
refuse because of the six weeks away with the team. lt was agreed 
that Mr. Cole approach Messrs Turпer, Peacock апd Savage, iп 
that order, to ascertaiп if they would accept the appoiпtmeпt. 

ltem 5 

PAYMENT ТО MAJOR SCHOFIELD 

Wiпg Commaпder Turnbull referred to ltem 5 of the Miпutes of 
Couпcil Meetiпg of 22пd Jaпuary апd made the followiпg state­
meпt: 

"/ ат of the opinion that Council has таdе а тistake and that the 
decision to рау а suт of топе у to Major Schofield was unethical. 
1 do not believe the Council has the right, however we/1 
intentioned, to back оп е ВРА тетЬеr against another, excepting 
always in the case of the Editor of the Magazine, when 1 would 
strongly support such а decision. This had in fact Ьееп а personal 
тatter between two fully paid up тетЬегs of the ВРА who sought 
legal advice and, after various arguтents to and froт, it was 
decided that an apo/ogy should Ье puЬ/ished. The apology was 
duly puЬ/ished and that was the end of the тatter. 

"lt is with consideraЬ/e regret that 1 see Council has chose to 
таkе а donation to the person who was judged to Ье in the wrong. 
1 а т concerned not !гот а legal point of view because there is по 
legal issue- ту criticisт is риге/у !гот an ethical point of view. 
1 тust say that 1 а т deeply disturbed Ьу this decision and 1 cannot 
al/y тyself with it in апу way. 1 ат therefore asking that ту 
coттents Ье recorded in the Minutes of this тeeting and pub­
Jished in fu/1 in the 'Sport Parachutists' тagazine." 

PortaЬie ExhiЬition 

Mr. D. Watermaп was iпvited to report оп the progress made оп 
the portaЫe exhibltion. Не explaiпed that the basic design was for 
ten 6' 6" х з· boards depictiпg the various aspects of the sport. 



These boards could Ье linked to form а variety of shapes accord­
ing to space availaЫe and the total cost would Ье within the 
suggested amount of i:250. The meeting approved the expendi­
ture on the exhibltion as outlined. ln referring to the Sec-Gen's 
concern about the proЫem of storage and the possibllity of 
damage due to mis-handling, Mr. Waterman pointed out that 
there was а sufficiently large number of displays ог demonstra­
tions during the course of а year to ensure that the exhiЫtion 
would not have to lay around. Additionally, as а result of recent 
discussions with the Midland Bank, there was the possibllity that 
the Bank would Ье agreeaЫe to use the exhibltion at selected 
Branches when not in use Ьу the Association and that they would 
accept responsibllity and cost of transporting and erecting the 
exhibltion at the various locations. This would solve the storage 
ргоыеm and а conslderaЫe amount of the cost. Wing 
Commander Turnbull complimented Mr. Waterman on the 
concept of the exhibltion but warned that unless such ап arrange­
ment as was envisaged with the Midland Bank was forthcoming 
we should exercise caution and ensure that sufficient manning 
support would Ье availaЫe. Не also warned that transportation 
and erection could Ье costly. 

The Chairman was of the opinion that а special crate should Ье 
made for the transportation of the exhibltion and М г. Waterman 
agreed to take this into account. 

Mr. Meacock, on behalf of W.O. Lewington, suggested that the 
exhibltion could Ье taken around Ьу The Para Regt. Team. Whilst 
such an offer was appreciated, it was agreed that priority would 
Ье given to the larger air and sports displays and static displays 
such assuggested bythe Midland Bank. Should the exhibltion Ье 
availaЫe outside of these priorities then Council would Ье 
pleased to accept Ыds Ьу teams and clubs. Mr. Unwin suggested 
that the CCPR could Ье another outlet which may Ье used to ad­
vantage. Не also suggested that if the first year proves successful 
we should consider having further sets made up - these of 
course would Ье consideraЫy cheaper to produce since the 
photographic work would Ье less. 

New ВРА Badge 

Mr. Parkington-Smith presented the work he had done on designs 
for а new ВРА Badge and demonstrated how his ideas could Ье 
util ised in the various forms required for badges and communica­
tion material. The meeting was particularly impressed with the 
presentation and was satisfied that he had produced the type of 
image wanted for use 'across the board' in the various ВРА 
badges, house literature, documents, etc. ln  reply to the Chair­
man, Mr. Parkington-Smith stated that at this stage he had not 
given any thought to production costs but pointed out that he and 
his col leagues were involved in  buying print, рарег, plastics etc. 
and ifthe meeting wanted him to Ье further involved in the project 
he could avail the Association of those buying facil ities which 
would Ье very competitive. Mr. Meacock pointed out that we had 
а very competitive pгinter in Peterborough and that we should 
avoid paying London rates. 

The meeting agreed that Mr. J. Cole and Mr. D. Waterman work 
in conjunction with Mr. Parkington-Smith to bring before 
Council detailed ideas of design for the various requirements­
and also with the Sec-Gen on how the introduction of these 
requirements should Ье phased. lt was further agreed that they 
consider production costs and get quotations for the various 
items. 

Club Exemptlons (D of Т & 1) 

Mr. Unwin reported that he had visited the Southern Division and 
had discussions concerning the present system of issuing 
General Exemptions to Clubs. As а result of his d iscussions he 
was of the opinion that approval would Ье given for а single 
Exemption to Ье issued to the ВРА to cover all approved clubs as 
notified Ьу the Association to the Department of Т & 1 .  lt  was 
agreed that ВРА write to the Dept. requesting approval. lt was 
further agreed that а letter Ье sent to th-e ARB requesting that the 
С of д of all approved types of aircraft (as per D. of Т & 1 list) Ье 

22 

automatically annotated suitaЫe for parachuting. Mr. Unwin 
would provide information for the letter. 

Communlcatlon with Natlonal Newspapers and Other News 
Media 

Mr. Unwin asked if we had implemented the suggestion that we 
send the magazine to selected National Daily Newspapers and 
other news media. Mr. Waterman stated that а list would Ье 
provided in  time for the next issue of the magazine. 

Avlatlon Council 

Mr. Unwin asked what the position was with regard to ВРА 
representation on the Aviation Council for the coming year. The 
Sec-Gen reported that there was а standing representation of 
The Chairman and the Sec-Gen both of whom had voting rights 
on the Council. 

Government Grant Ald 

Mr. Unwin asked how much ВРА receives in the form of grant aid 
and how much is being used at this time. The Sec-Gen reported 
that the ВРА receives а total of i:2,300 per year in the form of an 
admin and Coaching Grant. This grant was intended 1or use 
in connection with salaries and office administration and was in 
fact fully used as part of such expenditure. The Sec-Gen further 
pointed out that а Ыd had to Ье submitted annually and that the 
Ыd for 1 972/73 had to Ье at the Sports Council Ьу the end of 
February. Не then outlined his proposal to increase the Ыd Ьу 
another i:1 ,200 towards admin. expenditure and to seek aid for 
the World Championships. The new Sports Council would from 
Apri/ 1972 Ье responsiЫe for grant aid and had indicated that it 
would consider Ыds from non-olympic sports for grants towards 
pre-World Championship training - the Sec-Gen said that he 
would also make а Ыd for aid towards the British Team Training. 
Mr. Unwin referred to the fact that ВРА had accepted the 
recommendation of the Committee set up to consider the 
employment of а full-time Safety Officer/Coach. That committee 
had agreed that ВРА should attempt to secure such an appoint­
ment when the growth rate and the financial position would 
warrant the expenditure. Не felt that the additional responsi­
Ыi ities which ВРА has taken on and the growth of the sport were 
factors which may now justify an application for а grant towards 
the cost of employing а full-time National Safety Officer/Coach. 
The Sec-Gen stated that he would consider this when preparing 
the Ыd for the coming financial year. 

ltem 7 

PARASCENDING. ln the absence of а nominated Parascending 
representative Mr. Crocker asked that this item Ье held over. 

ltem 8 

Certlflcate of Appreciatlon for Services to Sport Parachuting. 

Mr. Meacock suggested that Council consider the presentation 
of а Certificate of Appreciation to selected individuals for services 
to sport parachuting. The certificate having been approved in 
Council would Ье handed over for presentation Ьу the club con­
cerned. lt was agreed that such а certificate Ье introduced and 
that Mr. Shea-Simonds would produce а sample for considera­
tion Ьу Council 

ltem 9 

PARACHUTING PUBLICATION (Know ТНЕ GAME series). 
TheSec-Gen reported that F. Sgt. D. Peacock had some time ago 
approached the puЫishers of the 'Know the Game' series of 
sports handbooks and the puЫishers had in turn been '" touch 
with him. F. Sgt. Peacock had been invited to attend the meeting 
to put his case - in his absence the Sec-Gen felt that the best 
Council could do would Ье to ask Mr. Waterman if he would Ье 
prepared to liaise with the puЫishers to ascertain the financial 
implications of having а puЫication about sport parachuting 
issued under the 'Know the Game' series. Mr. Waterman agreed. 



ltem 10 

Legal Advlce-Sport Parachutlst 

The Sec-Gen stated that i n  view of the recent proЫem he had 
thought that we should seek legal advice concerning our respon­
siЬil ities as puЫishers of the magazine. Wg. Cdr. Turnbull pointed 
out that there was no guarantee of 100% protection but suggested 
а form of wording which should Ье suitaЫe forour purposes as an 
Association. Не agreed to provide the Editor with what he con­
sidered to Ье а suitaЫe text. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

ltem 1 1  

Appllcatlons for Affiliation 

R.S.A. Club 

approval of affiliation proposed Ьу М г. J. Crocker and seconded 
Ьу Mr. G. С. Р. Shea-Simonds. 

Carried unanimously. 

AutomoЫie Association Para Club 
approval of affiliation proposed Ьу Мг. W. G. Boot and seconded 
Ьу Cpl. R. S. Acraman. 

Carried unanimously. 

Arising from discussions concerning these affiliations was the 
question of the use of Blackbushe Aerodrome for dropping 
student parachutists. lt was understood that the original approval 
had been granted with reservations. The Chairman stated that 
steps were being taken Ьу W.O. Lewington to have а new clear­
ance issued, and that the matter should Ье discussed at the next 
S & Т Committee meeting. 

PARA-COMMANDER МК 1 , 2  

and "Competition" 

All colours and all Free-Fall 

equipment stocked Ьу 

Parachutes lnc. 

VOLPLANE and PARA-FOIL 

ASCENDING Р.С. and 

PARA-FOIL equipment and 

conversion training. 

PARA GLIDE LTD. 
2, Churwell Avenue, Heaton Mersey 
Stockport, Cheshire SK4 3QE 
061-432-7315 
Sole U . K. agents for PIONEER and 
PARACHUTES I NC. 
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ODDS AND ENDS 
Ву Lt. ВОВ WARD 

Parties are the worst places to ramЫe on about ones 
fads, especial ly sport parachuting. However, two 
days after this party 1 received а telephone cal l ,  
"How would 1 l i k e  t o  make а j u mp". Several tele­
phone calls later it turned out that а water jump was 
req u i red for ATV f i lm series "The Protectors", а 
Group Three Production starring Robert Vaughan 
and Nyree Dawn Porter. 

After several meetings at the Grand Verdala Hotel 
with the d i rectors of the f i lm сотраnу and the pilot 
Hen ry Falzon, who is also President of the Malta 
Flying Club,  а date was agreed on. This was to Ье 
the setting for the next few days with cancellations 
and postponements. 1 almost gave up and then the 
word came. So up at half six in the morning and up 
to Luq a A i rport. Off we go in  а Cessna 1 72 plus pi lot, 
jump pilot, and Ray Frith from the f i l m  company to 
have а look. After flying around for th i rty m i n utes or 
so and repositioning the boats and camera u n it, we 
returned to Luqa. 

А cup of coffee then into а wet suit, life jacket, 
parachute reserve and helmet. lt  was quite amusing 
to walk out on to the hard standing of an inter­
national airport dressed up in а Ыасk wet suit, red 
helmet and parachute gear - 1 got some strange 
looks! Eventually 1 clamber into the other Cessna 
1 72 and accompanied Ьу the other aircraft we take 
off. The other Cessna had radio contact with the 
ground and then relayed information onto me. One 
streamer over the boat, another streamer dropped 
over the opening point - spot ОК. Fi lm u n it ready 
now as we cl imb to 2800 and ci rcle for another five 
m i n utes. Then off we go on j u mp run а few correc­
tions then 1 yel l "Cut", and off 1 go, good opening, 
drop reserve and 1 can see the beautiful Ыuе sea 
beneath, calm as а m i l l pond. Suddenly its coming 
up at me, as 1 drive in  al l  the way, splash, water every­
where, quick releases away and l 'm clear, ten 
seconds later picked u p  Ьу а rubber i nflataЫe with 
outboard engine, and back to the boat, to clamber 
on board. "Well done" they say, "But you landed the 
wrong side for the film u n it." А glass of whisky was 
thrust into ту hand and а quick gasp оп а fag. The 
parachute is recovered and we set off for the landing 
stage, pack up my kit and off for а bath and rinse my 
gear. 

At half past one the same day 1 get another tele­
phone call from the Production Manager, Norman 
Foster, "How about doing it again tomorrow?" "ОК," 
1 say, " l f  you douЫe your money," "ОК," says 
Norman, "lt's а deal," so two jumps i n  two days for 
two fees, and of course douЫing up for the heroine 
of the f i l m ,  Nyree Dawn Porter on both occassions. 

Second time round everything goes well, splash 
l'm down again, "lt's а snip" says Norman as he 
thrusts anottier glass of whisky into my hand. So in 
six months time if you see а parachutist i n  а TV 
series called the Protectors landing in the sea, it's 
me doing m y one and only f i lm part. You never know 
1 might get signed up again another day! 



INTRODUCTION ТО ANDY KEECH'S 
ARTICLE ВУ IAN MERRICK 

The followiпg article is  from Апdу Keech AFI ,  who поw 
lives апd jumps iп the States out of Washiпgtoп. Some 
old hands may remember that he was опе of the origiпal 
Ossie Marauders who iпvaded this couпtry some years 
ago aloпg with Dоп West апd Brian Browп. Не kiпdly 
wrote it for our mag. hopiпg that it  may Ье of some help 
to апу lateпt sky eyes searchiпg for iпformatioп. 

While Апdу Ьу по means p revails to bethe worlds expert 
оп equipmeпt and free fall photography, апd certaiпly 
does поt dепоuпсе апу other system, 1 сап say though 
that 1 have sat lookiпg iпto many а weird coпtraptioп i п  
free fall but haviпg sееп this опе myself сап vouch 
that it is real ly neat. Simple, compact апd reliaЫe, еvеп а 
dummy like me could use it after опе jump. 

А CHANGE OF MIND 
Ь у  ANDY КЕЕСН 

0/A GRAM 1 
Most major camera maпufacturers are поw produciпg 

electrically driveп motorised bodies, suitaЫe, to varyiпg 
degrees, for use iп free fall. This article is поt written 
to "push" а product, but hopefully, to cut corners for апу­
опе just gettiпg iпto free fall photographic equipment 
decisioпs. 

After а seasoп of jumpiпg the motorised HasseiЫad 
EL 500 1 decided to chaпge to 35mm format because : 

А. Опе frame per secoпd is too slow; 

В.  Shutter speed is l imited to 1/500" secoпd; 

С. The camera is very heavy, апd орепiпg shocks have 
Ьееп iпjurious to jumpers; 

О. The variety of leпses is as l imited as they are expeпsive; 

Е.  lt suffered from the usual fatiguing of home-made 
wiriпg, that seems to generally plague free fall equip­
meпt; 

F. The luxury of 2'1• square did поt compeпsate for the 
above. 

While reluctaпt to give up оп equipmeпt for which 1 had 
developed ап affectioп, 1 grew to realise 1 was iпvolved iп 
ап exercise of determiпatioп over commoп sense. 

Poiпts which 1 felt to Ье importaпt iп choosiпg the пеw 
equipmeпt were : . 
1 .  Reliabllity of overall system;  

2 .  Ruggedпess; 

3. А simple, reliaЫe wiriпg system; 

4. А dust-proof body; 

5. А l ight-weighted body; 

6. As а weight coпsideratioп, to avoid carryiпg the power 
source on the camera; 

7. А reductioп iп pre-jump pluggiпg, switchiпg оп, апd 
checkiпg procedures; 

8. The availabllity of а variety of fiпe wide aпgle optics 
(leпses); 

9. Сопvепiепt portabllity; 

10.А rеаsопаЫе price range. 

While пormally а compromise is пecessary with а series 
of coпditioпs, 1 fouпd the motor driveп Pentax was rarely 
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equalled, апd пever exceeded Ьу апу system оп апу 
coпditioп above. 

The specifics iпclude : 

Camera body and motor - 36oz. Motor speed 3 F.P.S. 
Shutter speeds to 1/1000 secoпd. 

Battery pack iп the form of а pistol gri р with bui lt-iп trigger 
release- 1 7oz., 12 volt, coпtaiпiпg а пickel-cadmium cell ,  
or а battery loader, with 8 реп light batteries. Eпduraпce 
оп the N/C cell is 2000 exposures; апd 1 500 оп the 
batteries. Dimeпsioпs: 5'/4" loпg Ьу 1%" diameter. This 
pistol grip is а comfortaЫe handful for either remote 
release (helmet mouпt) or haпd-held photography. 
There is а 3-position knob to select "OFF", automatic, and 
siпgle frame operatioп. 

0/A GRAM 2 

Remote release lead. Length is 40" (one metre) . lt is 
fortunate this lead was поt а yard, as 40 iпches is just 
comfortaЫy sufficient. This item has the important feature 
of опе-рiесе wiriпg, апd avoids the пecessity of carryiпg 
the power supply (а weight peпalty) оп the camera. Each 
end is fitted with reinforced, identical, right-angle 
coпnectors which are firm-fittiпg апd appareпtly robust. 

Fig. 2 

Flg. 3 



Wide angle lenses suitaЫe for free fal l : 

Approximate 
1 .  1 7mm Full  frame fish еуе 1 40° of angle 8 oz. 
2. 20mm Wide angle. 94° of angle 9 oz. 
3. 24mm Wide angle. 84° of angle 9 oz.  
4 .  28mm Wide angle. 75° of angle 7.5 oz. 
5. 35mm Wide angle. 63° of angle 5 . 5 oz. 
6. 50mm Normal 46° of angle 8 oz 

Portablllty Camera equipment сап easily become the tai l  
that wags the dog. А small case (diagram) dimensions 
17" х 12" х 4", weight, 1 1  lbs. carries the camera body, the 
motor, power supply grip, charger, checker, 5 lenses with 
shades, f i l ters, lens brush and several rolls of f i lm.  The 
case must Ье custom-made, however the compactness of 
this product lends itself to а small container which can 
then Ье read i ly stowed along with one's jump gear in the 
carrying bag. 

DIAGRAMS 3 and 4 

Mounting 

Mounting was not especially pre-thought, beyond 
having to Ье strong, simple and light. However, it was felt 
important that a l l  Ьits and pieces Ье fixed to the mount, as 
detachaЫe parts are eveпtually lost. 

The metal used is 1 / 1 6" aluminium. The wing-locking 
nut allows (tool-less) manual c inching of the body to the 
mount. This n ut is soft-soldered to а short length of 
flexiЫe ball chain, which in turn is rivetted to the mount. 

The face of the mount is then lined with а thin layer of 
foam. 

А simple rubber bungee arrangement (from а motor 
cycle store) keeps metal to metal contact to zero while 
providing а snug fit between the camera and mount. 

DIAGRAM 5 

Sightlng 

There are several means availaЫe for sighting, 
depending on equi pmeпt. 

The first (which is not possiЫe with this camera) is 
through-the-lens viewi ng via an action sight, such as for 
the Nikon. Whi le this method does appear ideal, some 
jumpers find that the difference in view between each еуе 
is more confusing than helpful. This sight would seem 
sensitiveto helmet shift and was felt to Ье more ingenious 
than practical. 

The second is а 2 cent clothes hanger wire arrangement 
that is prone to damage (bending) апd poor al igпmeпt. 
This sight was felt to Ье as practical as it  is expensive. 

The Newtoп Riпgsight is iпexpensive, robust, апd smal l .  
The uп ique пature of  its опе-рlапе functioп al lows 
satisfactory viewi ng and alignment for hel met shifts iп апу 
di rectioп (vertically апd horizoпtally) of over half an inch.  

Sight mounting 

The camera is inverted and positioпed so that ап 
accessory shoe sight can Ье viewed with the right еуе. 
This secoпdary sight is useful for checking alignment and 
as а back-up for if and when the Newtoп-Riпgsight is lost 
or damaged. This sight is stowed in the carrying case; the 
Newtoп Riпgsight is permanently mounted оп the helmet. 

Observations 

The motor runs 20 frames i n  6'1? secoпds. 

The camera is поt bui lt  with а m i rror lock-up and while 
this feature may поt Ье necessary, it сап Ье iпstalled Ьу the 
manufacturer's agent in this country. 
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The man ual that arrived with my camera did not mentioп 
that the motor will not fuпctioп without film in the camera. 
While it  caused alarm to fiпd out that the machinery would 
not function after following the directions (it wi l l  if one 
loads the camera) it is а feature that will extend the life of 
the equipment almost indefinitely. 

The power pack, being hand-held, should never suffer 
from power drain at low temperatures. 

1 have found this equipment uncomplicated, honest 
and "bug" free. The brand enjoys а Rol ls-Royce like 
reputation for both body eпgineeriпg and fine optics. 

Flg. 4 

Fig. 5 

Fig. 6 



Letters 

Dear Sir, 

• • • 

Without Prejudice 

ln order to clear up any m isunderstanding in respect of 
the Metropolitan Police Parachute Club and the 'Metro­
paras', 1 feel it is necessary to point out that the two organi­
sations are totally unconnected. 

Any simi larities that may exist between the two groups 
are purely coincidental, the present confusion being 
рrоЬаЫу due to the rather ambiguous nature of the title 
'Metroparas'. 

We have no objection to this tit le being used Ьу any 
separate and independent body, but it  must surely Ье to 
the advantage of both parties to make it quite clear that the 
name 'Metroparas· in no way refers to ТНЕ METRO­
POLIT AN POLICE PARACHUTE CLUB. The latter being 
an officially recognised Metropolitan Police sports 
section. 

lt  would Ье appreciated Ьу the members of this c lub if 
the contents of this letter were to Ье puЫished in Sport 
Parachutist. 

1 am yours siпcerely, 
Тегепсе Day, D. 509 В.Р.А. 1 705 
for Committee, Metropo/itaп Police Para Club 

The Editor 
Dear Sir, 

1 always understood that sport parachutists occasional­
ly annoy the local populace. Ьу making noise early Sun­
day mornings or landing in the vegetaЫe patch and such 
like, but 1 didn't think we u pset them as much as happened 
to me the other day. М у son was asked Ьу an old lady what 
his Dad did for а hobby and she was told politely of the 
current sport. The old lady's answer was one of surprise 
and disgust and straightaway she announced that 'Dad' 
would Ье reported to the local cruelty inspector. Why? 
Well after much explanation and at last making sure the 
hearing aid was switched оп she relented : 'Oh!' she said, 
'1 thought you said your father went 'sparrow shooti ng'. 

Yours faithfully 

(Name апd address supp/ied - but p/ease doп't 
publish- l'd пever /ive it dowп). 

IN REPLY ТО M IKE DEAКIN 
No douЫ some of you read my article i n  Sport Parachut­
ist regarding the revised lnstructor qualifications. When 
1 set реп to paper to air my views, 1 naturally did not expect 
everyone to agree with me, in fact, 1 hoped for constructive 
criticism. After al l ,  1 am fully aware of my own thoughts on 
the subject, therefore my main objective was to make 
people think and formulate their own views. 

Mike Deakin chose to criticise my article and 1 take this 
opportunity to thank h im as 1 feel that h is own letter 
printed in S. Р. wi l l  undouЫedly stimu late more thought 
оп this matter. However, 1 feel that some of the points he 
made represent а misi nterpretation of my views and 1 
would l ike to further explain these points in the l ight of Mr. 
Deakin's letter. 

Firstly, with regard to his opening remark which referred 
to the title of my article, 1 would say that although this may 
have started out as one man's opinion, it did not finish u p  
that way. Many people have expressed support for my 
views and in fact if Mr. Deakin takes the trouЫe to read the 
minutes of the A.G . M .  reported in the last issue of S.  Р. ,  
he wil l  see proof of this support. 
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1 fail to understand the relevance of the point Mr.  Deakin 
makes regard ing the 2'/2 years and 1 50 jumps (this is the 
min imum qualifying time etc. for instructors) or perhaps 
it  was he who failed to u nderstand my point. 1 stated that 
an instructor may Ье а seasoned accuracy or style 
jumper, 1 did not say that he would have reached this stage 
at 1 50 jumps. Не may not have taken his instructor's rating 
unti l he had been in the sport for several years (example 
John Kemley who was National Champion before working 
for an l nstructors rating) ,  Ьу which time he could very well 
Ье an experienced competition parachutist. Alternatively, 
he may have had his rating for nearly two years and have i n  
excess of 400 jumps, many of which could Ье style o r  
accuracy. Regardless o f  this experience he would Ье 
prevented from passing оп any of h is knowledge because 
he was not an advanced instructor and therefore not 
permitted to instruct anyone above category V l l l .  

1 would l ike to use a n  example of the sort of situation 
this rule could possiЫy create. ВоЬ King and ВоЬ Hiatt 
who, 1 think most of you wi l l  agree, are two of the countries 
most consistent competition jumpers. Now, neither of 
these two has an instructors rating, but even if they did,  
they would not Ье permitted to instruct anyone in com­
petition jumping. They would not even Ье аЫе to advise а 
fellow instructor in this aspect of parachuting unti l  they 
had an advanced rat ing.  That's what the rule ult i mately 
means Mr. Deakin and 1 repeat, i t  is positively ludicrous. 

At the time of writing there are 34 advanced instructors 
l isted in S. Р. Let's hope nопе of them leave the country, 
because even if their number douЫes Ьу January 1 973, 
they are going to Ье pretty busy men. Remember, they 
have to instruct and advise every parachutist in the 
country above category V l l l .  

1 am fully aware o f  the ideas behind t h e  advanced 
instructor regulations and 1 agree with the further 
development of this rating, particularly as an examiners 
qualification, l n  fact 1 th ink it is the only possiЫe qual ifica­
tion for an examiner at the present time. However, Mr. 
Deakin implies that tighter control Ьу more highly qual i­
fied people is the answer to the sports safety proЫems. 
lf this is the purpose behind the advanced l nstructor/ 
C.C. I .  rule, why has the Safety Training Committee 
recently brought in а rule which atlows G.P. holders to 
jump i n  groups without an instructor оп the D.Z.? 1 am not 
passing any opinion whatsoever оп the desiraЬility of this 
particular rule, but one rule tig htens up control оп the 
sport and а later one loosens control Ьу allowing jumping 
without i nstructor supervision. What is the purpose of it  
al l? 

Final ly,  Mr.  Deakin, you vehemently defend the nine day 
examination period of potential instructors as essential .  
Оп 23rd March the Safety and Training Committee passed 
а motion reducing this period to five days, only ten months 
after its inception. Do you sti l l  th ink it  is al l  only one man's 
opinion, Mr. Deakin? 

R. NoЬ/e-NesЬitt, 0881 

Editors Note : Aspiriпg iпstructors with Jess thaп two 
years iп the sport may atteпd provisioпal iпstructors 
courses provided their fiпal qualifyiпg examiпatioп 
wi/1 briпg them up to the required two year period. 

Poteпtial competitioп jumpers usiпg advaпced 
parachutes, апd iпteпt оп style апd accuracy wi/1 
already Ье Geпeral Permit holders апd therefore поt 
subject to the restrictioпs of а studeпt. 

The object of the Geпeral Permit is to briпg the 
parachutists to such а staпdard as to allow uпsuper­
vised parachuting. 

The Editor thanks а/1 members who have coп­
tributed letters оп this subject, which is поw closed. 



1 LEARNТ АВОUТ PARACHUТING 
FROM ТНАТ 

Ву RICHARD DODD, В.Р.А. 31 36 

Read ing Sally Cain's letter about the stiff pull she had at 
Peterborough reminded me of the one 1 had at Grindale on 
the 20th of March. 

ln most of the reports one hears about stiff pulls the 
causes are usually put down to bent pins, rip-cord stops or 
the lack of material at the top of the pack. Mine was due to 
nопе of these, but to somethiпg which, 1 feel, must Ье а 
fairly common cause ot the "stiff pul l" .  

Three of us left Gri пdale's marvellous f lying mud hut at 
7000 feet with the idea of making а 3-man. We did l i n k, 
but it was поt а good one and certaiпly nothiпg to boast 
about- the break came immediately after 1 ,  as third man, 
got there. After tracking off 1 pulled at about 2200 feet, 
with по respoпse. А secoпd harder pul l  gave the same 
result. Му next reaction was to flap, апd pul l  again with 
two hands. This had the desired effect, and 1 !h seconds 
later 1 was hanging under my suddenly beautiful looking 
modified М К  2 РС at about 1 200 feet. 

As soon as 1 landed, Gri ndale's resident hippie, Ronnie 
O'Brien, came over and we had а look at the pack. The pins 
were straight and 1 kпew there had been plenty of Р.С. 
at the top of the pack. 1 did have а ripcord stop, which 1 
later took off, but 1 felt th is was not the cause as 1 had never 
had any previous trouЫe. Ronnie decided that the cause 
was due to the pins being iпsufficieпtly waxed. So in­
sufficient that they provided а tormidaЫe opponent for а 
mans right arm. Ronnie waxed the pins and when 1 went 
up for my next jump the pul l  was so easy 1 realised that l'd 
been having hard pulls for ages - and hadn't known it. 

This experieпce taught me а couple of thiпgs. The first, 
of course, is to make sure that the ripcord comes out 
smoothly, Ьу keeping the piпs waxed, and the second is 
that it's dodgy to make more thaп two or three attempts at 
pulling а reluctant ripcord. Get your reserve open while 
there's plenty of height. lt's amaziпg how quickly you 
reach 1 200 feet. lmagine what would happen if you had а 
mal at that height- you'd hardly have time to sweat; never 
miпd do а cut-a-away. 

1 certainly learned about parachuting from that. 

Richard Oodd В.Р.А. 3136 

PARACHUTE REGIM ENT DAY at 
ТНЕ SPORT PARACHUTE CE NTRE 
GRINDALE FIELD, B R I DLINGTON 

YORKSHIRE 

Telephone : 0262-77367 

WEDNESDAY 2nd AUGUST 1 972 

I N DIVI DUAL ACCURACY COMPETITION 
ALL DAY OPEN ТО ALL EX-MEMBERS OF 
ТНЕ PARACHUTE REGIMENT (Regular or 

TAVR) 

• Social From В pm • Buffet • Late Ваг 

Entry Forms from 
ТНЕ C H I E F  PARACHUTE I N STRUCTOR 

MISSING EOUIPMENT 

Some equipment has gопе missing from the Peter­
borough Parachute Centre. The description is as follows : 

Main Сапору; Mark 1 Para Commander, Red and white 
alternating Gores with а Ь/ие keyhole. 

Red Security short s/eeve with twin МА-1 pilot chutes, 
solid vane. 
Pack and Harness; А/1 Ь/асk North American Mini System. 
Reserve; 8/ue and white Security Lo Ро with МА-1 pilot 
chute, mesh vane. 
Reserve Pack; А/1 b/ack North American Mini System to 
match main pack. 

Thlngs to look for 
The main and reserve pack апd harness match. The 
reserve pack has been modified to top pul l  and swivel 
cones fitted. Velcro tape has been fitted to the reserve 
risers to keep them i n  place i n  the pack. The reserve had а 
Altimaster 2 positioned on the pack opening bands. Nylon 
mesh has been fitted to cover the modification on the 
reserve са пору. Date of manufacture of both the main and 
reserve is early 1 97 1 .  

lnformation about this equipment сап Ье telephoned to 
the Chief lnstructor, Peterborough Parachute Centre, 
Elton 289, day, or Peterborough 240159 evenings. 

А reward wi/1 Ье paid for its recovery. 

TH O M AS S P O RTS E QU I PM E NT 
Directors: J. L. Thomas & G. Thomas 

F.A.A. LICENSED RIGGER No. 4085459 

"LOFТY'S" LOFT, 62 S H E LS O N  AVE N U E ,  FELTHAM, MI DDLESEX 

Telephone : 01 -890 2 1 37 

ALL SPORT PARACHUTE REQUIREMENTS 
REPAIRS AND MODIFICATIONS. CUSTOM MADE PACKS AND HARNESS, FRENCH PARABOOTS 

SOLE U.K. AGENT FOR IRVING SPORT PARACHUTES 

JUMP SUITS (Small. Medium and Large Sizes) in Blue, White, Red and Yellow 

PARAWI NGS BLACK DIAMOND RIGS 

New Stock of FRENCH PARABOOTS 
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'@) THIS Target 
��Usт G�O�q will put you 

in the moneyl 
Whatever your investment aim and whether you want to invest а lump sum or а few pounds monthly the Target 
Trust Group will help you make the most of your moneyl ln addition to а complete range of unit trusts there i s  
t h e  Target Property Fund, Target Building Society a n d  а selection o f  savings schemes w h i c h  give y o u  t h e  added 
benefits of life cover and income tax relief. 
lt i s  not surprising that there are over 100,000 Target i nvestors and total funds i n  the Target Group exceed tббm 
when you consider these unique Target advantages:-
THE BEST PERFORMING UNIT TRUST-Target Financial-for the 7, б, 5 and 4 year periods ending 31st 
December, 1971*. 
ТНЕ ONL У UNIT TRUST investing exclusively in preference shares. Target Preference Share Fund gives you 
the benefit of а very high yield plus the stabllity of preference shares. 
ТНЕ ONL У U N I T  TRUST GROUP to include а Building Society. lf you need а fixed i nterest i nvestment the Target 
Building Society provides an above average return on your money. 
ТНЕ ONLY U N I T  TRUST GROUP to arrange regular Conferences for its unitholders. These meetings are held i n  
various centres throughout t h e  country and unitholders are i nvited t o  meet the Target d i rectors a n d  investment 
managers. 
ТНЕ ONLY U N I Т  TRUST GROUP to send all its u n itholders а regular newsletter-On Target-wh ich not only 
includes useful articles on investment matters generally and up-to-date i nformation on Target, but also includes 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT OFFERS of units i n  selected Target unit trusts. 
Target is also one of the few unit trust groups with its own Life Assurance 
Company. Target Life Assurance offers а range of first-class equity and property 
linked savings schemcs. Target Equ ity l nvestment Plan, just one example, even 
provides а greater i nvestment in units than your gross premiums! 
See what Target has to offer YOU. Write or telephone for а free сору of "On 
Target" today. 

*Figures puЬ/ished Ьу Money Management and Unitholder magazine. 

11th World Parachuting Championships 
Target Trust Group Ltd., sponsors of the British team at the forthcoming 
World Parachuting Championships at Tahlequah, Oklahoma would like 
to take this opportunity of wishing the Team every success and trust � that they will Ье right оп Target ! 
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Target Trust Group Ltd. 
Portland House, 73 Basinghall Street, 

London, EC2V SBD. Telephone : 01-606 8484. 



Continued from Page 20 

This is the saga of just one of the terrifying sights seen 
Ьу most jumpmasters and i nstructors when dealing with 
basic students. ls  there anyway we can prevent а possiЫe 
fatal and thereby stabilise the metabolism of jump­
masters? 

Foils, Para-Pianes etc. etc. But the poor old first timer is 
sti l l  using the same old system as he did 8 or 1 0  years ago. 
The only bonus being the pilot chute assist tie. 

Perhaps we could Ье more selective and employ some 
means of aptitude tests. lf this were done however, 1 feel 
it  would restrict the g rowth of the sport to some extent, 
and frighten away many and good potential student. For 
most of us know, some ofthe worst init ial  students turn out 
to Ье excellent parachutists. Therefore it  would seem 
sensiЫe to increase the safety factor at this early stage. 

lt  is surely time we took а close look at dual purpose 
student equipment, i .e.  the 84/California static l ine 
system. This is obviously equipment designed primarily 
for free fall and or survival. The pilot chute is no doubl the 
only ассерtаЫе method of deploying а free fall para­
chute but surely we owe it to the future of the sport to pro­
gress beyond improvised dual purpose static l ine 
systems. 

However, 1 can't help feel ing that some means of el imi­
nating the 'freezer factor' would Ье welcome i f  not 
practicaЫe, for it is my opinion that the bugs were put into 
that lift Ьу that one individual who started the psychologi­
cal ball rol l ing downhil l  at 1 000 feet. 

А more practical solution must l ie  i n  the equipment 
we commonly use. The Research and Development 
departments of most equipment manufacturers have 
apparently concentrated on advanced parachute devices 
overlooking the need for revising static l ine techniques. 
During the last decade we have seen the coming of TU's 
LOPO's PC's (ТАР) Domi nator РТСН 6, 7 and 8, Wings, 

ls  it  economically possiЫe to investigate and perhaps 
introduce, some means of bag deployed static line sport 
parachute which would el iminate the need for а pi lot 
chute? Something akin to the mil itary Х type system. This 
of course has been well tried and has shown itself, to coin 
а phrase to Ье 'soldier proof', the impl ication being that 
it  must have some i nherent features useful for our 
purpose. Principally for the welfare of our basic students, 
an important fringe benefit being the settled d igestion 
and sound sleep, hitherto uncommon amongst student 
jumpmasters. 

Тегепсе Оау О 509 
Metropo/itan Police 

ВРА SHOP 

The Following items are availaЫe to ВРА members and can Ье oblained from the ВРА office : 

ORDER IТЕМ PRICE ORDER ITEM 
Hand Embroidered Blazer Badge in Gold 'Parachute for Sport' Ьу J. Greenwood 
and Silver Wire ВРА EmЫem !:3.95 Parachutc Document Folders 
Overall Badge Wo•ten, Silk ВРА Emьlem 50 ВРА Parachuting Regulations 

. . . . . . . . .  Tie, ВРА EmЫem ft .20 'Sport Parachuting' Ьу Charles Shea-Simonds 
Lapel Badge. ВРА EmЫem 33 (lncluding postage) 
Car/Helmet Transfers. ВРА EmЫem 7 'Tankard with ВРА Badge or alternative 
Саг Badgo, ВРЛ EmЫom. Enamol and ltem 
Ch romium Plate f2 50 .... . . .  .... .... • Ashtray with ВР д Badge or alternative 
Scarf University Туре, ВРА Colours f1.85 ltem 

Parachutist Log Book 90 . . . . . . .  'Coffee Mug with 'Skydiving Figure' 

Parachute Log Cards (orders of under 10 .. . . . . . . . . ... 'Your name Engraved on the above ltems-

(ton) wi/1 Ье charged at Эр each plus Additional charge 
postage) Per 10 25 . . 'Pendant оп Leather Thong (Free-fall f igure) 

• These ltems are Pottery and are made to order; 3 to 4 weeks shou/d Ье al/owed for delivery 

Postage : 
Overseas : members should add postage for seama i l  or airmail as required. 

PRICE 
93 
60 
50 

f2.35 

1:1 .73' 

f1.15' 
75' 

37' 
42' 

Home : members should add postage at а rate of ОЗр per item ordered except for pottery items and where 
postage as shown in the price. 

WEST M E RCIA I N S U RAN C E  B R O KERS 
ORTON ROAD, WOLVERHAMPTON TELE PHONE WOM B O U R N E  2661 

We provide quotations 
without oЫigat ion 

on a ny of yo u r  i nsurance req u i rements 
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\NEST MERCIA 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS 



ТНЕ FIRST B R ITISH NIGHT FOUR MAN 

On Saturday March 1 7th at 1 8.53, the first Brit ish night 
four-man l ink u p  was made over Compton Abbas. The 
story starts early in 1 97 1 ,  when Compton Abbas was 
strictly а student training centre and to see three para­
chutists holding hands was quite an occasion. Relative 
work had been pushed into the background ever since the 
centre opened in 1970. 

Neville (the flying egg) Hounsome arrived оп the scene 
during the first season, at а t ime when Monty de Cartier 
and 1 needed an experienced instructor to help me with 
the growing number of students, and Neville turned out 
to Ье just the man. During that fi rst year we were working 
with very few training aids, very few facilities and our train­
ing aircraft was а Tri-Pacer; and we all know the proЫems 
that go along with those cramped l i ttle aircraft. Gradually 
th ings started to get better. The facilities improved, thanks 
to the help of John Thorne and Monty de Cartier. We 
managed to secure а little corner of the hangar which is 
very valuaЫe on а small airfield where it is nearly 
impossiЫe to get planning permission for even а ten foot 
caravan. Early in 1 971 the restaurant went up and sudden­
ly we were all eati ng decent food agai п.  The best thi ng that 
happened to the centre was the purchase of а Cessna 
180 and the next thing we knew the j u m ps were а good 
cheap price and instead of asking for 5,000 feet one could 
ask for 1 2,000 feet and afford it. 

lt  was about this t ime that Pat Scrase appeared on the 
scene; а good relative worker who had been jumping 
during the good old Staverton days; а quiet fellow who 
kept himselfto himself (о г so we thought) and just enjoyed 
his jumping. lan Ful ler gained his instructors rating at 
Charles Shea-Simonds' centre and he too showed an 
interest in relative. So in Мау 1 97 1  we had а situation 
where four jumpers were interested in relative but they 
never got together to do any hard work. So it al l  needed а 
little organisation. 1 approached Neville, being the most 
experienced, and asked h im if we could get together under 
his d i rection and start some decent relative work. 

That very day we put а decent three man together and 
six weeks later 1 had to sit and watch the first Compton 
'four man' (unfortunately 1 had а Ьig plaster оп my leg at 
the time). The person who took ту place was an American 
Ьу the name of Joe Sheldon, опе of two Americans who 
came for а couple of days and stayed for three months. 
Then Pat produced h is camera with а wrist mount that he 
had made up, and suddenly he became very popular. 
Everyone wanted to jump with him. Two weeks later а 
few unnamed parachutists could Ье found i n  dark 
corners gazing at photographs of themselves. 

About this time another body appeared on the D.Z. Jon 
Wil l iams appeared with his long hair and moustache, the 
last time 1 had seen him being in the Black Knight Freefall 
team, whilst he was serving with 7 R.H.A. ,  with the result 
that this new image Wi l l iams came as rather а surprise. 
Within а short while he was off on his i nstructors course 
and returned for his six month probation period, and he 
has fortunately agreed to join us ful l  time during the '72 
season. 

The next thing we knew, we had five keen relative 
workers at Compton, and in October 1 971 we put а five 
man star together, out of the Cessna, ап achievement that 
we wi l l  always Ье proud of, with special thanks to Nevil le's 
efforts. Unfortunately lan Fuller broke h is leg, in one of the 
most unlucky accidents 1 have seen. Не stood up after а 
soft landing, the wind caught his canopy, dragged h im 
over, and ended h is  parachuting. The doctors advised h im 
to give i t  up because they claimed he had brittle bones. 
Now he has taken up flying for а l iving here at the Club and 
we al l  wish him the very best of luck. 
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Last week Nevil le told me he was going to Halfpenny 
Green for some night relative and just to improve our love/ 
hate relationship 1 formed а four man team temporarily 
cal led "the sneaks", and we decided to try for the four man. 

1 rang Gordon Sharp at the D.O.Т.I .  and explained the 
position and he granted me ап exemption for Saturday 
night. We brought in Mike Beynon as the fourth man and 
everything was carefully arranged. Then it happened ­
Saturday morning Neville arrived. This was the t ime when 
we should have been practising but instead we had to run 
round keeping everyone quiet.  Neville left late that 
morning and we hurriedly got together for the practice 
jumps. 

The first attempt was terriЫe and after а hot debrief we 
went up again. The jump was а lot better but for the second 
time Mike missed. lt  was too late for а third practice, so 1 
briefed the team to do their best and see what happened. 
During the cl imb 1 felt sorry for M i ke who knew, as we all 
did, that we had а chance to make а mark on the relative 
scene, and if he had missed in daylight, what could we 
expect in the dark. 

We exited the ai rcraft and Jon and 1 put the base 
together surprisingly fast for а night jump. Pat came i n  
third. Н е  should have Ьееп fourth a n d  1 star1ed worrying. 
All of а sudden Mike was there, from out of the darkness, 
slotting in to make the best l i n k  1 th ink 1 will ever Ье i n ,  not 
because of its staЬility (as this was something to Ье 
desired) but because it was а 'first' in this country. 

1 congratulate the Ьig star teams on their fantastic 
achievements over the past year but 1 felt l i ke а mi l l ion 
dollars after our attempt and using Charles' l ine- 'There 
wil l  only Ье one fi rst night four man". 

The Parachutists and Pilot area as follows : 

J. Morris Pilot 
W. G. Boot 700 jumps 
J .  Williams 300 jumps 
Р. Scrase 200 jumps 
М. Веупоп 200 jumps 

Let's hope Neville wi l l  Ье there for the f irst night five man! 
W. G. Boot 

BILL ВООТ and JON WILLIAMS 
[Phot o - Pat Scrase 
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I PAPILLON J · The super competition сапору Ьу EFA of France 

j 4th·5th·7th & 14th lndividual 
. . Accuracy at the 

! 1971 U.S. Nationals 
.. ../ 

PARA-PLANE 
7 out of 10 Dead Centres 
at the 
1971 U.S. Nationals 
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Systems �?ve Provided fffffffffffffffff ff L1fe Sav1ng Capab1l1ty То 67 · 

Sport Parachutists (Confirmed) 

f fffff "РrоЬаЫе Saves" Estimated At f More Than 1 00. 

SPORT PARA SERVICES • 25 CROOKHAM ROAD • FLEET · HANTS · Telephone FLEET 3793 
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